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TO 

ALEXANDER  B.  JOHNSON,  Esq. 

OF   UTICA.  "* 

Mr  Dear  Sir  : — I  fe«l  impelled  to  place  joar  name  before  these  sheets, 
from  a  natural  impulse.  It  is  many  years  since  I  accompanied  jou  to  the 
Genesee  Toudtrj,  which  was,  at  tha^time,  a  favorite  theatre  of  enterprise, 
and  called  the  "  Garden  of  the  West/'  This  step,  eventually,  led  me  to  make 
deeper  and  more  adventurous  inroads  into  the  American  wilderness. 

If  I  am  not  mistaken,  you  will  peruse  these  brief  memoranda  of  my  ex- 
ploratory journeys  and  residence  in  the  wide  area  of  the  west,  and  among 
barbarous  tribes,  in  a  spirit  of  appreciation,  and  with  a  lively  sense  of  that 
providential  care,  in  human  affairs,  that  equally  shields  the  traveler  amidst 
the  vicissitudes  of  the  forest,  and  the  citizen  at  his  fireside. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

HENRY  R,  SCHOOLCRAFT. 
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PREFACE. 


Tex  years  ago  I  returned  from  the  area  of  the  Mississippi  Valley 
to  New  York,  my  native  State,  after  many  years'  residence  and 
exploratory  travels  of  that  quarter  of  the  Union.  Having  become 
extensively  known,  personally,  and  as  an  author,  and  my  name 
having  been  associated  with  several  distinguished  actors  in  our 
western  history,  the  wish  has  often  been  expressed  to  see  some 
record  of  the  events  as  they  occurred.  In  yielding  to  this  wish, 
it  miL^t  not  be  supposed  that  tho  writer  is  about  to  submit  an  auto- 
biography of  himself;  nor  yet  a  methodical  record  of  his  times — 
tasks  which,  were  he  ever  so  well  qualified  for,  he  does  not  at  all 
aspire  to,  and  which,  indeed,  he  has  not  now  the  leisure,  if  he  had 
the  desire,  to  undertake. 

Still,  liis  position  on  the  frontiers,  and  especially  in  connection 

with  the  management  of  the  Indian  tribes,  is  believed  to  have  been 

one  of  marked  interest,  and  to  have  involved  him  in  events  and 

passages  often  of  thrilling  and  general  moment.     And  the  recital 

of  these,  in  the  simple  and  unimposing  forms  of  a  diary,  even  in 

the  instances  where  they  may  be  thought  to  fail  in  awakening  deep 

sympathy,  or  creating  high  excitement,  will  be  found,  he  thinks, 

to  possess  a  living  moral  undertone.     In  the  perpetual  conflict 

between  civilized  and  barbaric  life,  during  the  settlement  of  the 

West,  the  recital  will  often  recall  incidents  of  toil  and  peril,  and 

frequently  show  the  open  or  concealed  murderer,  with  his  uplifted 

knife,  or  deadly  gun.     As  a  record  of  opinion,  it  will  not  bo  too 

much  to  say,  that  the  author's  approvals  are  ever  on  the  side  of 

virtue,  honor,  and  right ;  that  misconception  is  sometimes  prevented 

by  it,  and  truth  always  vindicated.     If  he  has  sometimes  met  bad 

men ;  if  he  has  experienced  detraction,  or  injustice ;  if  even  persons 

of  good  general  repute  have  sometimes  persecuted,  him,  it  is  only 

surprising,  on  general  grounds,  that  the  evils  of  this  kind  have  not 
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been  greater  or  more  frequent ;  but  it  is  conceived  that  the  record 
of  such  injustice  would  neither  render  mankind  wiser  nor  the  author 
happier.  The  "crooked'*  cannot  be  made  "straight/*  and  he  who 
attempts  it  will  often  find  that  his  inordinate  toils  only  vex  his  own 
soul.  He  who  does  the  ill  in  society  is  alone  responsible  for  it,  and 
if  he  chances  not  to  be  rebuked  for  it  on  this  imperfect  theatre  of 
human  action,  yet  he  cannot  flatter  himself  at  all  that  he  shall  pass 
through  a  future  state  "scot  free.**  The  author  views  man  ever  as 
an  accountable  being,  who  lives,  in  a  providential  sense,  that  he 
may  have  an  opportunity  to  bear  record  to  the  principles  of  truth, 
wherever  he,  is,  and  this,  it  is  perceived,  can  be  as  effectually  done, 
80  far  as  there  are  causes  of  action  or  reflection,  in  the  recesses  of 
the  forest,  as  in  the  area  of  the  drawing-room,  or  the  purlieus  of  a 
court.  It  is  believed  that,  in  the  present  case,  the  printing  of 
the  diary  could  be  more  appropriately  done,  while  most  of  those 
with  whom  the  author  has  acted  and  corresponded,  thought  and 
felt,  were  still  on  the  stage  of  life.  The  motives  that,  in  a  higher 
sphere,  restrained  a  Wraxall  and  a  Walpole  in  withholding  their 
remarks  on  passing  events,  do  not  operate  here ;  for  if  there  be  no- 
thing intestimonial  or  faulty  uttered,  the  power  of  a  stern,  high- 
willed  government  cannot  be  brought  to  bear,  to  crush  independence 
of  thought,  or  enslave  the  labors  of  intellect:  for  if  there  be  a 
species  of  freedom  in  America  more  valuable  than  another,  it  is 
that  of  being  pen-free 

It  is  Sismondi,  I  think,  who  says  that  "  time  prepares  for  a  long 
flight,  by  relieving  himself  of  every  superfluous  load,  and  by  cast- 
ing away  everything  that  he  possibly  can.'*  The  author  certainly 
would  not  ask  him  to  carry  an  onerous  weight.  But,  in  the  history 
of  the  settlement  of  such  a  country  and  such  a  population  as  this, 
there  must  be  little,  as  well  as  great  labors,  before  the  result  to  be 
sent  forward  to  posterity  can  be  prepared  by  the  dignified  pen  of 
polished  history;  and  the  writer  seeks  nothing  more  than  to 
furnish  some  illustrative  memoranda  for  that  ultimate  task,  who- 
ever may  perform  it. 

He  originally  went  to  the  west  for  the  purpose  of  science.  His 
mineralogical  rambles  soon  carried  him  into  wide  And  untrodden 
fields ;  and  the  share  he  was  called  on  to  take  in  the  exploration 
of  the  country^  its  geography,  geology,  and  natural  features,  have 
thrown  him  ia  positions  of  excitement  and  peril,  which  furnish,  it  is 
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supposed,  an  appropriate  apology,  if  apology  be  necessary,  for  the 
publication  of  these  memoirs. 

But  whatever  degree  of  interest  and  originality  may  have  been 
connected  with  his  early  observations  and  discoveries  in  science, 
geography,  or  antiquities,  the  circumstances  which  directed  his 
attention  to  the  Indian  tribes — their  history,  manners  and  customs, 
languages,  and  general  ethnology,  have  been  deemed  to  lay  his 
strongest  claim  to  public  respect.  The  long  period  during  which 
these  observations  have  been  continued  to  be  made,  his  intimate 
relations  with  the  tribes,  the  favorable  circumstances  of  his  position 
and  studies,  and  the  ardor  and  assiduity  with  which  he  has  availed 
himself  of  them,  have  created  expectations  in  his  case  which  few 
persons,  it  is  believed,  in  our  history,  have  excited. 

It  is  under  these  circumstances  that  the  following  selections 
from  his  running  journal  are  submitted.  They  form,  as  it  were,  a 
thread  connecting  acts  through  a  long  period,  and  are  essential  to 
their  true  understanding  and  development.  A  word  may  be  said 
respecting  the  manner  of  the  record  which  is  thus  exhibited : — 

The  time  is  fixed  by  quoting  exactly  the  dates,  and  the  names 
of  persons  are  invariably  given  wherever  they  could,  with  propriety, 
be  employed ;  often,  indeed,  in  connection  with  what  may  be  deemed 
trivial  occurrences ;  but  these  were  thought  essential  to  the  proper 
relief  and  understanding  of  more  important  matters.  Indeed,  a 
large  part  of  the  journal  consists  of  extracts  from  the  letters  of 
the  individuals  referred  to ;  and  in  this  way  it  is  conceived  that  a 
good  deal  of  the  necessarily  offensive  character  of  the  egotism  of 
journalism  is  got  rid  of.  No  one  will  object  to  see  his  name  in 
print  while  it  is  used  to  express  a  kind,  just,  or  noble  sentiment, 
or  to  advance  the  cause  of  truth ;  and,  if  private  names  are  ever 
employed  for  a  contrary  purpose,  I  have  failed  in  a  designed  cau- 
tiousness in  this  particular.  Much  that  required  disapprobation  has 
been  omitted,  which  a  ripening  judgment  and  more  enlarged  Chris- 
tian and  philosophic  view  has  passed  over ;  and  much  more  that 
invited  condemnation  was  never  committed  to  paper.  Should 
circumstances  favor  it,  the  passages  which  are  omitted,  but  ap- 
,  proved,  to  keep  the  work  in  a  compact  shape,  will  be  hereafter 
added,  with  some  pictorial  illustrations  of  the  scenery. 

The  period  referred  to,  is  one  of  considerable  interest.  It  is  the 
thirty  years  that  succeeded  the  declaration  of  war  by  the  United 
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States,  in  1812,  against  Great  Britain,  and  embraceii  a  large  and 
important  part  of  the  time  of  the  settlement  of  the  Mississippi 
Valley,  and  the  great  ^o  basins.  During  this  period  ten  States 
have  been  added  to  the  Union.  Many  actors  who  now  slumber  in 
their  graves  are  called  up  to  bear  witness.  Some  of  the  number 
were  distinguished  men ;  others  the  reverse.  Red  and  white  men 
alike  express  their  opinions.  Anecdotes  and  incidents  sucoeed 
each  other  without  any  attempt  at  method.  The  story  these  inci- 
dentally tell,  is  the  story  of  a  people's  settling  the  wilderness.  It 
is  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  occupying  the  sites  of  the  Indian  wig- 
wams. It  is  a  field  in  which  plumed  sachems,  farmers,  legisla- 
tors, statesmen,  speculators,  professional  and  scientific  men,  and 
missionaries  of  the  gospel,  figure  in  their  respective  capacities. 
Nobody  seems  to  have  set  down  to  compose  an  elaborate  letter, 
and  yet  the  result  of  the  whole,  viewed  by  the  philosophic  eye,  is 
a  broad  field  of  elaboration. 

HENRY  R.  SCHOOLCRAFT. 
Philadelphia,  Sept.  12<A,  1851. 
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Tde  early  period  at  which  Mr.  Schoolcraft  entered  the  field  of 
observation  in  the  United  States  as  a  naturalist ;  the  enterprise 
he  has  from  the  outset  manifested  in  exploring  the  geography  and 
geology  of  the  Great  West ;  and  his  subsequent  researches  as  an 
ethnologist,  in  investigating  the  Indian  languages  and  history,  are 
well  known  to  the  public,  and  may  be  appropriately  referred  to  as 
the  grounds  of  the  present  design,  in  furnishing  some  brief  and 
connected  sketches  of  his  life,  family,  studies,  and  literary  labors. 
He  is  an  example  of  what  early  and  continued  zeal,  talent,  and 
diligence,  united  with  energy  of  character  and  consistent  moral 
habits,  may  accomplish  in  the  cause  of  letters  and  science,  by  the 
force  of  solitary  application,  without  the  advantage  of  hereditary 
wealth,  the  impulse  of  patronage,  or  the  prestige  of  early  academic 
honors.  Ardent  in  the  pursuit  of  whatever  engaged  his  attention, 
quick  in  the  observation  of  natural  phenomena,  and  assiduous  in 
the  accumulation  of  facts  ;  with  an  ever  present  sense  of  their 
practical  and  useful  bearing — few  men,  in  our  modern  history, 
have  accomplished  so  much,  in  the  lines  of  research  he  has  chosen, 
to  render  science  popular  and  letters  honorable.  To  him  we  are 
indebted  for  our  first  accounts  of  the  geological  constitution,  and 
the  mineral  wealth  and  resources  of  the  great  valley  beyond  the 
AUeghanies,  and  he  is  the  discoverer  of  the  actual  source  of  the 
Mississippi  River  in  Itasca  Lake.  For  many  years,  beginning 
with  1817,  he  stirred  up  a  zeal  for  natural  history  from  one  end 
of  the  land  to  the  other,  and,  after  his  settlement  in  the  West,  he 
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Toe  carlv  periotl  at  which  Mr.  Schoolcraft  entered  the  field  of 
observalion  in  the  United  States  ns  a  naturalist;  the  enterprise 
he  has  from  the  outset  manifested  in  exploring  the  geography  and 
geology  of  the  Great  AVest ;  and  his  subsequent  researches  as  an 
ethnologist,  in  investigating  the  Indian  languages  and  history,  are 
well  known  to  the  public,  and  may  be  appropriately  referred  to  as 
the  grounds  of  the  present  design,  in  furnishing  some  brief  and 
connected  stctches  of  his  life,  family,  studies,  and  literary  labors. 
He  is  an  example  of  what  early  and  continued  zeal,  talent,  and 
diligence,  united  with  energy  of  character  and  consistent  moral 
habits,  may  accomplish  in  the  cause  of  letters  and  science,  by  the 
force  of  solitary  application,  without  the  advantage  of  hereditary 
wealth,  the  impulse  of  patronage,  or  the  prestige  of  early  academic 
honors.  .^Vrdent  in  the  pursuit  of  whatever  engaged  his  attention, 
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fnctical  and  oseful  bearing — few  men,  in  our  modern  history, 
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was  a.  point  of  approach  for  corrcBpondents,  as  his  personal  me- 
moirs denote,  not  only  on  these  topics,  but  for  all  that  relates  to 
the  Indian  tribes,  in  consequence  of  which  he  has  been  emphati- 
cally proBOunced  "  The  Red  Man's  Friend." 

Mr.  Schoolcraft  is  a  native  of  New  York,  and  is  the  descendant 
in  the  third  generation,  by  the  paternal  line,  of  an  Englishman. 
James  CaJcraft  had  served  with  reputation  in  the  armies  of  the 
Dnke  of  Marlborough  during  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and  was 
present  in  that  general's  celebrated  triumphs  on  the  continent,  in 
one  of  which  he  lost  an  eye,  from  the  premature  explosion  of  the 
priming  of  a  cannon.  Owing  to  these  military  services  he  enjoyed 
and  cherished  a  high  reputation  for  bravery  and  loyalty. 

He  was  a  descendant  of  a  family  of  that  name,  who  camo  to 
England  with  William  the  Conqueror — and  settled  under  grants 
from  the  crown  in  Nottinghamshire  and  Lincolnshire — three  sepa- 
rate branches  of  the  family  having  received  the  honor  of  knight- 
hood  fur  their  military  services. 

In  the  reign  of  George  the  Second,  consequently  after  1727, 
ho  embarked  at  Liverpool  In  a  detachment  of  veteran  troops,  in- 
tended to  act  against  Canada.  He  was  present  in  the  operations 
connected  with  the  building  of  Forts  Anne  and  Edwards,  on  the 
North  liiver,  and  Fort  Williiim  Henry  on  Lake  George. 

At  the  conclusion  ofithese  campaigns  he  settled  in  Albany 
county,  K.  Y.,  which  has  continued  to  be  the  residence  of  the 
family  for  more  than  a  century.  £cing  a  man  of  education,  he  at 
first  devoted  himself  to  the  business  of  a  land  surveyor,  in  which 
capacity  he  was  employed  by  Col.  Vroman,  to  survey  the  bound- 
aries of  hia  tract  of  land  in  the  then  frontier  settlement  of  Scho- 
harie. At  the  latter  place  be  married  the  only  daughter  and 
child  of  Christian  Camerer,  one  of  the  Palatines — a  body  of  de- 
termined Saxons  who  had  emigrated  from  the  Upper  Rhine  in  1712, 
under  the  assurance  or  expectation  of  a  patent  from  Queen  Anne.* 
By  this  marriage  he  had  eight  children — namely,  James,  Chris- 
tian, John,  Margaret,  Elizabeth,  Lawrence,  William,  and  Helen. 

For  many  years  during  hia  old  age,  he  conducted  a  largo  school 
in  this  settlement,  being  the  first  English  school  that  was  taught 
in  that  then  frontier  part  of  the  country.     This  appears  to  be  the 

*  SiramB'  Sohoharie. 
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only  tenable  reason  that  has  been  assigned  for  the  change  of  th^ 
family  name  from  Calcraft  to  SchoolcraA;. 

When  far  advanced  in  life,  he  went  to  live  with  his  son  William, 
on  the  New  York  grants  on  Otter  Creek,  in  the  rich  agricultural 
region  south  of  Lake  Champlain— which  is  now  included  in  Ver- 
mont. Here  he  died  at  the  great  age  of  ono  hundred  and  two, 
having  been  universally  esteemed  for  his  loyalty  to  his  king,  his 
personal  courage  and  energy,  and  the  uprightness  of  his  cha- 
racter. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  when  the  revolutionary  troubles 
commenced,  W^illiam,  his  youngest  son,  removed  into  Lower 
Canada.  The  other  children  all  remained  in  Albany  County, 
except  Christian,  who,  when  the  jangling  land  disputes  and  con- 
flicts of  titles  arose  in  Schoharie,  followed  Conrad  W^iser,  Esq. 
(a  near  relative),  to  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna.  He  appears 
eventually  to  have  pushed  his  way  to  Buchanan  River,  one  of  the 
sources  of  the  Monongahela,  in  Lewis  County,  Virginia,  where 
some  of  his  descendants  must  still  reside.  It  appears  that  they 
became  deeply  involved  in  the  Indian  wars  which  the  Shawnees 
kept  up  on  the  frontiers  of  Virginia.  In  this  struggle  they  took 
an  active  part,  and  were  visited  with  the  severest  retribution  by 
the  marauding  Indians.  It  is  stated  by  Withers  that,  between 
1770  and  1779,  not  less  than  fifteen  of  this  family,  men,  women, 
and  children,  were  killed  or  taken  prisoners,  and  carried  into 
captivity.* 

Of  the  other  children  of  the  original  progenitor,  James,  the 
eldest  son,  died  a  bachelor.  Lawrence  was  the  ancestor  of  the 
persons  of  this  name  in  Schoharie  County.  Elisabeth  and  Helen 
married,  in  that  county,  in  the  families  of  Rose  and  Haines,  and 
Margaret,  the  eldest  daughter,  married  Col.  Green  Brush,  of  the 
British  army,  at  the  house  of  Gen.  Bradstreet,  Albany.  Her 
daughter.  Miss  Francis  Brush,  married  the  celebrated  Col.  Ethan 
Allen,  after  his  return  from  the  Tower  of  London. 

John,  the  third  son,  settled  in  Watervleit,  in  the  valley  of  the 
Norman's  Kill— or,  as  the  Indians  called  it,  Towasentha — Albany 
County.     He  served  in  a  winter's  campaign  against  Oswego,  in 

♦  Chronicles  of  the  Border  Warfare  in  North-western  Virginia,  By  Alex. 
Withers,  Clarksbury,  Virginia,  1831.    1  vol.  12mo.  page  319. 
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1757,  and  took  part  also  in  the  successful  siege  and  storming  of 
Fort  Niagara,  under  Gen.  Prideaux*  and  Sir  William  Johnson, 
in  the  summer  of  1759.  He  married  a  Miss  Anna  Barhara  Boss, 
by  whom  he  had  three  children,  namely,  Anne,  Lawrence,  and 
John.  He  had  the  local  reputation  of  great  intrepidity,  strong 
muscular  power,  and  unyielding  decision  of  character.  He  died 
at  the  age  of  64.  Lawrence,  hia  eldest  son,  had  entered  hia 
seventeenth  year  when  the  American  Revolution  broke  but.  He 
embraced  the  patriotic  sentiments  of  that  era  ¥;ith  great  ardor, 
and  was  in  the  first  revolutionary  procession  that  marched  through 
and  canvassed  the  settlement  with  martial  music,  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  at  its  head,  to  determine  who  was  Whig  or  Tory. 

The  military  element  had  always  commanded  grQat  respect  in 
the  family,  and  he  did  not  ^ait  to  be  older,  but  enrolled  himself 
among  the  defenders  of  his  country. 

He  was  present,  in  1776,  when  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  read  to  the  troops  drawn  up  in  hollow  square  at  Ticonderoga. 
He  marched  under  Gen.  Schuyler  to  the  relief  of  Montgomery, 
at  Quebec,  and  continued  to  be  an  indomitable  actor  in  various 
positions,  civil  and  military,  in  the  great  drama  of  the  Revolution 
during  its  entire  continuance. 

In  1777,  the  darkest  and  most  hopeless  period  of  our  revolu- 
tionary contest,  he  led  a  reinforcement  from  Albany  to  Fort 
Stanwix,  up  the  Mohawk  Valley,  then  alive  with  hostile  Indians 
and  Tories,  and  escaped  them  all,  and  he  was  in  this  fort,  under 
Col.  Ganzevoort,  during  its  long  and  close  siege  by  Col.  St.  Leger 
and  his  infuriated  Indian  allies.  The  whole  embodied  militia  of 
the  Mohawk  Valley  marched  to  its  relief,  under  the  bold  and 
patriotic  Gen.  Herkimer.  They  were  met  by  the  Mohawks, 
Onondagas,  and  Scnecas,  and  British  loyalists,  lying  in  ambush 
on  the  banks  of  the  Oriskany,  eight  miles  from  the  fort.  A 
dreadful  battle  ensued.  Gen.  Herkimer  was  soon  wounded  in  the 
thigh,  his  leg  broken,  and  his  horse  shot  under  him.  With  the 
coolness  of  a  Blucher,  he  then  directed  his  saddle  to  be  placed  on 
a  small  knoll,  and,  drawing  out  his  tobacco-box,  lit  his  pipe  and 
calmly  smoked  while  his  brave  and  unconquerable  men  fought 
around  him. 

*  This  officer  was  shot  in  the  trenches,  which  devolved  the  command  on 
Sir  WiUiam. 


UFm  OF  HENRY  R.  SCHOOLCRAFT.  Zxxi 

This  vas  one  of  the  most  stoutly  contested  battles  of  the  Revo- 
lution. Campbell  sajs :  '^  This  battle  made  orphans  of  half  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Mohawk  Valley/'*  It  was  a  desperate  struggle 
between  neighbors,  who  were  ranged  on  opposite  sides  as  Whig 
and  Tory,  and  it  was  a  triumph,  Herkimer  remaining  master  of 
the  field.  During  the  hottest  of  4ie  battle,  Col.  Willett  stepped 
on  to  the  esplanade  of  the  fort,  where  the  troops  were  paraded, 
and  requested  all  who  were  willing  to  fight  for  liberty  and  join  a 
party  for  the  relief  of  Herkimer,  to  step  forward  one  pace. 
Schoolcraft  was  the  first  to  advance.  Two  hundred  and  fifty 
men  followed  him.  An  immediate  sally  was  made.  They  carried 
the  camp  of  Sir  John  Johnson ;  took  all  his  baggage,  military- 
chest,  and  papers ;  drove  him  through  the  Mohawk  River ;  and 
then  turned  upon  the  howling  Mohawks  and  swept  and  fired  their 
camp.  The  results  of  this  battle  were  brilliant.  The  plunder 
was  immense.  The  lines  of  the  besiegers,  which  had  been  thinned 
by  the  forces  sent  to  Oriskany,  were  carried,  and  the  noise  of 
firing  and  rumors  of  a  reinforcement,  animated  the  hearts  of  the 
indomitable  men  of  that  day. 

After  the  victory,  Herkimer  was  carried  by  his  men,  in  a  litter, 
thirty  or  forty  miles  to  his  own  house,  below  the  present  town  of 
Herkimer,  where  he  died,  from  an  unskillful  amputation,  having 
just  concluded  reading  to  his  family  the  38th  Psalm. 

But  the  most  dangerous  enemy  to  the  cause  of  freedom  was  not 
to  be  found  in  the  field,  but  among  neighbors  who  were  lurking  at 
midnight  around  the  scenes  of  home.  The  districts  of  Albany 
and  Schoharie  was  infested  by  Tories,  and  young  Schoolcraft  was 
ever  on  the  qui  vive  to  ferret  out  this  most  insidious  and  cruel  of 
the  enemy's  power.  On  one  occasion  he  detected  a  Tory,  who 
had  returned  Crom  Canada  with  a  lieutenant's  commission  in  his 
pocket.  He  immediately  clapped  spurs  to  his  horse,  and  reported 
him  to  Gov.  George  Clinton,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety  at  Albany.  Within  three  days  the  lieutenant  was  seized, 
tried,  condemned  and  hanged.  Indeed,  a  volume  of  anecdotes 
might  bo  written  of  Lawrence  Schoolcraft's  revolutionary  life; 
suffice  it  to  say,  that  he  was  a  devoted,  enthusiastic,  enterprizing 
soldier  and  patriot,  and  came  out  of  the  contest  with  an  adjutant's 
commission  and  a  high  reputation  for  bravery. 

■^  Annals  of  Tejon  County. 
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About  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  he  married  Miea  Mar- 
garet Anne  Barbara  Rowc,  a  native  of  Fishkill,  Duchess  Count}', 
New  York,  by  whom  he  had  thirteen  children. 

His  disciplinary  knowledge  and  tact  in  the  govennnent  of  men, 
united  to  amenity  of  manners,  led  to  his  selection  in  1802,  by  the 
Hoa.  Jeremiah  Van  Kenaselaer,~a9  director  of  his  extensive  glass 
works  at  Hamilton,  near  Albany,  which  he  conducted  with  high 
reputation  so  many  years,  during  which  time  he  bore  several  im- 
portant civil  and  military  trusts  in  the  county.  The  importance 
of  this  manufacture  to  the  new  settlements  al  that  early  day,  was 
deeply  felt,  and  his  ability  and  skill  in  the  management  of  these 
extensive  works  were  widely  known  and  appreciated. 

When  the  war  of  1812  appeared  inevitable,  Gen.  Ganzevoort, 
his  old  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Stanwix,  who  was  now  at  the 
head  of  the  U.  S.  army,  placed  him  in  command  of  the  first  regi- 
ment of  uniformed  volunteers,  who  were  mustered  into  service  for 
that  conflict.  Ilis  celebrity  in  the  manufacture  of  glass,  led  ca- 
pitalists in  Western  New  York  to  offer  him  large  inducements  to 
remove  there,  where  he  first  introduced  this  manufacture  during 
the  settlement  of  that  new  and  attractive  part  of  the  State,  in 
which  a  mania  for  manufactories  was  then  rife.  In  this  new  field 
the  sphere  of  his  activity  and  skill  were  greatly  enlarged,  and  he 
enjoyed  the  consideration  and  respect  of  his  townsmen  for  many 
years.  He  died  at  Vernon,  Oneida  County,  in  1840,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four,  having  lived  long  to  enjoy  the  success  of  that  inde- 
pendence for  which  he  had  ardently  thirsted  and  fought.  A  hand- 
some monument  on  the  banks  of  the  Skenacdo  bears  the  inscription 

"A  patriot,  a  Cbristiu),  and  an  honest  man." 

A  man  who  was  never  governed  by  expediency  but  by  right,  and 
in  all  his  expressions  of  opinion,  original  and  fearless  of  conse- 
quences. These  details  of  the  life  and  character  of  Col.  Lawrence 
Schoolcraft,  appeared  proper  in  proceeding  to  speak  of  one  of  his 
sons,  who  has  for  so  considerable  a  period  occupied  the  public  at- 
tention a»  an  actor  in  other  fields,  requiring  not  less  energy,  de- 
cbion,  enterprise  and  perseverance  of  character. 

Henry  Rowe  Schoolcraft  was  bom  in  Albany  County,  on  the 
28th  of  March,  1793,  during  the  second  presidential  term  of 
Washington.     His  childhood  and  youth  were  spent  in  the  village 
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of  Hamilton,  n  place  once  renowned  for  its  prosperous  manufac- 
tories, but  which  has  long  since  verified  the  predictions  of  the 
bard — 

"  That  trade's  proud  empire  hastes  to  swift  decay, 
As  ocean  sweeps  the  labofed  XDole  away." 

Its  location  is  on  one  of  the  beautiful  and  sparkling  affluents  of 
the  Towasentha  or  Norman's  Kill,  popularly  called  the  Hongerkill, 
which  he  has  in  one  of  his  occasional  publications  called  the  Idsco, 
from  an  aboriginal  term.  That  picturesque  and  lofty  arm  of  the 
Catskills,  which  is  called  the  Helderberg,  bounds  the  landscape 
on  the  west  and  south,  while  the  Pine  Plains  occupy  the  form  of  a 
crescent,  between  the  Mohawk  and  the  Hudson,  bearing  the  cities 
of  Albany  and  Schenectady  respectively  on  its  opposite  edges. 
Across  this  crescent-like  Plain  of  Pines,  by  a  line  of  sixteen  miles, 
was  the  ancient  Iroquois  war  and  trading  path.  The  Towasentha 
lies  on  the  south  borders  of  this  plain,  and  was,  on  the  first  settle- 
ment of  the  country,  the  seat  of  an  Indian  population.  Here, 
during  the  official  term  of  Gen.  Hamilton,  whose  name  the  village 
bears,  the  capitalists  of  Albany  planted  a  manufacturing  village. 
The  position  is  one  where  the  arable  forest  and  farming  lands  are 
bounded  by  the  half  arabic  waste  of  th^  pine  plains  of  the  Honi- 
croisa,  whose  deep  gorges  are  still  infested  by  the  wolf  and  smaller 
animals.  The  whole  valley  of  the  Norman's  Kill  abounds  in  lovely 
and  rural  scenes,  and  quiet  retreats  and  waterfalls,  which  are  suited 
to  nourish  poetic  tastes.  In  these  he  indulged  from  his  thirteenth 
year,  periodically  writing,  and  as  judgment  ripened,  destroying 
volumes  of  manuscripts,  while  at  the  same  time  he  evinced  uncom- 
mon diligence  at  his  books  and  studies.  The  poetic  talent  was, 
indeed,  strongly  developed.  EUs  power  of  versification  was  early 
and  well  formed,  and  the  pieces  which  were  published  anonymously 
at  a  maturer  period,  as  ^^Geehale,"  and  ^^The  Iroquois,"  &c., 
have  long  been  embodied  without  a  name  in  our  poetic  literature. 
But  this  faculty,  of  which  we  have  been  permitted  to  see  the  ma- 
nuscript of  some  elaborate  and  vigorous  trains  of  thought,  did  not 
impede  a  decided  intellectual  progress  in  sterner  studies  in  the 
sciences  and  arts.  ^  His  mind  was  early  imbued  with  a  thirst  of 
knowledge,  and  he  made  such  proficiency  as  to  attract  the  notice 
of  persons  of  education  ud  taste.  There  was  developed,  too,  in 
c 
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him,  an  early  bias  for  the  philosophy  of  language,  Mr.  Van 
Kleeck,  a  townsman,  in  a  recent  letter  to  Dr.  R.  W.  Griswold, 
says: — 

"  I  revert  with  great  pleasure  to  the  scenes  of  my  residence,  it, 
the  part  of  Albany  County  which  was  also  the  residence  of  Henry 
B.  Schoolcraft.  I  went  to  reside  at  the  village  of  Hamilton,-  in 
the  town  of  Guilderland,  in  1803.  Col.  Lawrence  Schoolcraft,  the 
father  of  Henry,  had  then  the  direction  of  the  large  manufactories 
of  glass,  for  which  that  place  was  long  noted.  The  standing  of 
young  Henry,  I  remember,  at  his  school,  for  scholarship,  was  then 
very  noted,  and  his  reputation  in  the  village  most  prominent.  He 
was  spoken  of  as  a  lad  of  great  promise,  and  a  very  learned  boy 
at  twelve.  Mr.  Robert  Buchanan,  a  Scotchman,  and  a  man  of 
learning,  took  much  pride  in  his  advances,  and  finally  came  to  his 
father  and  tol^  him  that  he  had  taught  him  all  he  knew.  In  Latin, 
I  think  he  was  taught  by  Cleanthus  Felt.  He  was  at  this  age  very 
arduous  and  assiduous  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge.  He  discovered 
great  mechanical  ingenuity.  He  drew  and  painted  in  water  colors, 
and  attracted  the  notice  of  the  Hon.  Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer,  Lt. 
Governor  of  the  State,  who  became  so  much  interested  in  his  ad- 
vancement, that  he  took  the  initial  steps  to  have  him  placed  with 
a  master.  At  an  early  iage  he  manifested  a  taste  for  mineralogy 
and  natural  science,  which  was  then  (I  speak  of  about  1808)  almost 
unknown  in  the  country.  He  was  generally  to  be  f6und  at  home, 
at  his  studies,  when  other  boys  of  his  age  were  attending  horse- 
races, cock-fights,  and  other  vicious  amusements  for  which  the 
village  was  famous. 

''At  this  time  he  organized  with  persevering  effort,  a  literary  so- 
ciety, in  which  discussions  took  place  by  the  intelligent  inhabitants 
on  subjects  of  popular  and  learned  interests.  At  an  early  age,  I 
think  sixteen,  he  went  to  the  west,  and  the  first  that  was  after- 
wards heard  of  him  was  his  bringing  to  New  York  a  splendid 
collection  of  the  mineralogy  and  natural  history  of  the  west."* 

In  a  part  of  the  country  where  books  were  scarce,  it  was  Yiot 
easy  to  supply  this  want.  He  purchased  several  editions  of  Eng- 
lish classics  at  the  sale  of  the  valuable  library  of  Dirck  Ten  Broeck, 
Esq.,  of  Albany,  and  his  room  in  a  short  time  showed  the  elements 

*  Letter  of  L.  L.  Van  Kleeck,  Esq.,  to  Dr.  B.  W.  Griflwold,  June  4th,  1851. 
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of  a  library  and  a  cabinet  of  minerals,  and  drawings,  which  were 
arranged  with  the  greatest  care  and  neatness.  Having  finished 
his  primary  studies,  with  high  reputation,  he  prepared,  under  an 
improved  instructor,  to  enter  Union  College.  It  was  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  that  he  set  on  foot,  as  Mr.  Van  Kleeck  mentions,  an  associ- 
ation for  mental  improvement.  These  meetings  drew  together 
persons  of  literary  tastes  and  acquirements  in  the  vicinity.  The 
late  John  V.  Veeder,  Wm.  McKown,  and  L.  L.  Van  Kleeck,  Esqs., 
Mr.  Robert  Alsop,  the  late  John  Schoolcraft,  Esq.,  G.  Batterman, 
John  Sloan,  and  other  well-known  gentlemen  of  the  town,  all  of 
whom  were  his  seniors  in  age,  attended  these  meetings* 

Mineralogy  was  at  that  time  an  almost  unknown  science  in  the 
United  States.  At  first  the  heavy  drift  stratum  of  Albany 
County,  as  seen  in  the  bed  of  Norman's  Kill ;  and  its  deep  cuttings 
in  the  slate  and  other  rocks,  were  his  field  of  mineralogical  inqui- 
ries. Afterwards,  while  living  at  Lake  Dunmoro,  in  Addison 
County,  Vermont,  he  revised  and  systematized  the  study  under  the 
teaching  of  Professor  Hall,  of  iliddlebury  College,  to  which  he 
added  chemistry,  natural  philosophy  and  medicine.  Having  now 
the  means,  he  erected  a  chemical  furnace,  and  ordered  books,  appa- 
ratus, and  tests  from  the  city  of  New  York.  By  these  means  he  per- 
fected the  arts  which  were  under  his  direction  in  the  large  way ;  and 
he  made  investigations  of  the  phenomena  of  the  fusion  of  various 
bodies,  which  he  prepared  for  the  press  under  the  name  of  Vitri- 
ology,  an  elaborate  work  of  research.  Amongst  the  facts  brought 
to  light,  it  is  apprehended,  were  revealed  the  essential  principles 
of  an  art  which  is  si^d  to  have  been  discovered  and  lost  in  the  days 
of  Tiberius  Caisar. 

He  taught  himself  the  Hebrew  and  German,  with  the  aid  only 
of  grammars  and  lexicons ;  and,  with  the  assistance  of  instructors, 
the  reading  of  French.  His  assiduity,  his  love  of  method,  the 
great  value  he  attached  to  time,  and  his  perseverance  in  whatever 
study  or  research  he  undertook,  were  indeed  indomitable,  and 
serve  to  prove  how  far  they  will  carry  the  mind,  and  how  much 
surer  tests  they  are  of  ultimate  usefulness  and  attainment,  than 
the  most  dazzling  genius  without  these  moral  props.  Self-depend- 
ent, self-acting,  and  self-taught,  it  is  apprehended  that  few  men, 
with  so  little  means  and  few  advantages,  have  been  in  so  peculiar 
a  sense  the  architect  of  their  own  fortunes. 
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He  commenced  writing  for  the  newspapers  and  periodicals  in 
1808,  in  which  year  he  also  published  a  poetic  tribute  to  a  friend, 
which  excited  local  notice,  and  was  attributed  to  a  person  of  lite- 
rary celebrity.  For,  notwithstanding  the  gravity  of  his  studies 
and  researches,  he  had  indulged  an  early  poetic  taste  for  a  series 
of  years,  by  compositions  of  an  imaginative  character,  and  might, 
it  should  seem,  have  attained  distinction  in  that  way.  His  re- 
marks in  the  ^^  Literary  and  Philosophical  Repertory ^'^  on  the 
evolvement  of  hydrogen  gas  from  the  strata  of  Western  New 
York,  under  the  name  of  Burning  Springs,  evinced  an  early  apti- 
tude for  philosophical  discussion.  In  a  notice  of  some  archaeo- 
logical discoveries  made  in  Hamburgh,  Erie  County,  which  were 
published  at  Utica  in  1817,  he  first  denoted  the  necessity  of  dis- 
criminating between  the  antique  French  and  European,  and 
the  aboriginal  period  in  pur  antiquities ;  for  the  want  of  which 
discrimination,  casual  observers  and  discoverers  of  articles  in  our 
tumuli  are  perpetually  over-estimating  the  state  of  ancient  art. 

About  1816  he  issued  proposals,  and  made  arrangements  to  pub- 
lish his  elaborated  work  on  vitreology,  which,  so*  far  as  published^ 
was  favorably  received. 

In  1817  he  was  attracted  to  g'o  to  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi. 
A  new  world  appeared  to  be  opening  for  American  enterprise 
there.  Its  extent  and  resources  seemed  to  point  it  out  as  the 
future  residence  of  millions ;  and  he  determined  to  share  in  the 
exploration  of  its  geography,  geology,  mineralogy  and  geneiral 
ethnology,  for  in  this  latter  respect  also  it  offered,  by  its  curious 
mounds  and  antiquities  and  existing  Indian  tribes,  a  field  of  pecu- 
liar and  undeveloped  interest. 

He  approached  this  field  of  observation  by  descending  the  Alle- 
gheny River  from  Western  New  York  to  the  Ohio.  He  made 
Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati,  and  Louisville  centres  of  observation.  At 
the  latter  place  he  published  in  the  papers  an  account  of  the  dis- 
covery of  a  body  of  the  black  oxide  of  manganese,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Great  Sandy  River  of  Kentucky,  and  watched  the  return 
papers  from  the  old  Atlantic  States,  to  see  whether  notices  of  this 
kind  would  be  copied  and  approved.  Finding  this  test  favorable, 
he  felt  encouraged  in  his  mineralogical  researches.  Having  de- 
scended the  Ohio  to  its  mouth  one  thousand  miles,  by  its  involu- 
tions below  Pittsburgh,  and  entered  the  Miisimppij  be  urged  his 
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way  up  tlie  strong  and  turbid  channel  of  the  latter,  in  barges,  by 
slow  stages  of  five  or  six  miles  a  day,  to  St.  Louis.  This  slow- 
ness of  travel  gave  him  an,  opportunity  of  exploring  on  foot  the 
whole  of  the  Missouri  shore,  so  noted,  from  early  Spanish  and 
French  days,  for  its  mines.  After  visiting  the  mounds  of  Illinois, 
he  recrossed  the  Mississippi  into  the  mineral  district  of  Missouri. 
Making  Potosi  the  centre  of  his  survey  and  the  deposit  of  his  col- 
lections, he  executed  a  thorough  examination  of  that  district,  where 
he  found  some  seventy  mines  scattered  over  a  large  surface  of  the 
public  domain,  which  yielded,  at  the  utmost,  by  a  very  desultory 
process,  about  three  millions  of  pounds  of  lead  annually.  Having 
explored  this  region  very  minutely,  he  wished  to  ascertain  its  geo- 
logical connection  with  the  Ozark  and  other  highland  ranges, 
which  spread  at  the  foot  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  he  planned 
an  exploratory  expedition  into  that  region.  This  bold  and  hazard- 
ous journey  he  organized  and  comme^^ced  at  Potosi  early  in  the 
month  of  Kdvember,  1818,  and  prosecuted  it  under  many  disadvan- 
tages during  that  fall  and  the  succeeding  winter.  Several  expert 
and  practiced  woodsmen  were  to  have  been  of  this  party,  but  when 
the  time  for  setting  out  came  all  but  two  failed,  under  various  ex- 
cuses. One  of  these  was  finally  obliged  to  turn  back  from  Mine 
au  Breton  with  a  continued  attack  of  fever  and  ague.  Ardent  in 
the  plan,  and  with  a  strong  desire  to  extend  the  dominions  of 
science,  he  determined  to  push  on  with  a  single  companion,  and 
a  single  pack-horse,  which  bore  the  necessary  camp  conveniences, 
and  was  led  alternately  by  each  from  day  to  day.  A  pocket  com- 
pass guided  their  march  by  day,  and  they  often  slept  in  vast 
caverns  in  limestone  clifis  at  night.  Gigantic  springs  of  the  purest 
orystaline  water  frequently  gushed  up  from  the  soil  or  rocks. 
This  track  laid  across  highlands,  which  divide  the  confluent  waters 
of  the  Missouri  from  those  of  the  Mississippi.  Indians,  wild 
beasts,  starvation,  thirst,  were  the  dangers  of  the  way«  This 
journey,  which  led  into  the  vast  and  desolate  parts  of  Arkansas, 
was  replete  with  incidents  and  adventures  of  the  highest  interest. 
While  in  Missouri,  and  after  his  return  from  this  adventurous 
journey,  he  drew  up  a  description  of  the  mines,  geology,  and 
mineralogy  of  the  country.  Conceiving  a  plan  for  the  better 
management  of  the  lead  mines  as  a  part  of  the  public  domain,  he 
determined  to  visit  Washington,  to  submit  it  to  the  government. 
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Packing  Up  his  collections  of  mineralogy  and  geology,  he  ordered 
them  to  the  nearest  point  of  embarkation  on  the  Mississippi,  and, 
getting  on  board  a  steamer  at  St.  Genevieve,  proceeded  to  New 
Orleans.  Thence  he  took  shipping  for  New  York,  passing  through 
the  Straits  of  Florida,  and  reached  his  destination  during  the 
prevalence  of  the  yellow  fever  in  that  city.  H6  improved  the  time 
of  his  quarantine  at  Staten  Island  by  exploring  its  mineralogy  and 
geology,  where  he  experienced  a  kind  and  appreciating  reception 
frpm  the  health  officer.  Dr.  De  Witt. 

His  reception  also  from  scientific  mfen  at  New  York  was  most 
favorable,  and  produced  a  strong  sensation.  Being  the  first  person 
who  had  brought  a  collection  of  its  scientific  resources  frote  the 
Af ississippi  Valley,  its  exhibition  and  diffusion  in  private  cabinets 
gave  an  impulse  to  these  studies  in  the  cojiBtry. 

Men  of  science  and  gentlemen  of  enlarged  minds  welcomed  him. 
Drs.  Mitchell  and  Hosack,  who  were  then  at  the  summit  of  theiir 
influence,  and  many  other  leading  and  professional  characters  ex- 
tended a  liand  of  cordial  encouragement  and  appreciation.  Gov. 
De  Witt  Clinton  was  one  of  his  earliest  and  mosfr  constant  friends. 
The  Lyceum  of  Natural  History  and  the  New  York  Historical 
Society  admitted  him  to  membership. 

Late  in  the  autumn  of  1819,  he  published  his  work  on  the  mines 
and  mineral  resources  of  Missqjiri,  and  with  this  publication  as  an 
exponent  of  his  views,  he  proceeded  to  Washington,  where  hlf  was 
favorably  received  by  President  Monroe,  and  by  Mr.  Calhoun  and 
Mr.  Crawford,  members  of  his  cabinet*  At  the  request  of  the 
latter  he  drew  up  a  memoir  on  the  reorganization  of  the  western 
mines,  which  was  wejl  received.  Some  legislation  appeared  neces- 
sary. Meantime  Mr.  Calhoun,  who  was  struck  by  the  earnestness 
of  his  views  and  scientific  enterprise,  ofiered  him  the  situation  of 
geologist  and  mineralogist  to  an  exploring  expedition,  which  the 
war  department  was  about  dispatching  from  Detroit  to  the  sources 
of  the  Mississippi  under  the  orders  of  Gen.  Cass. 

This  he  immediately  accepted,  and,  after  spending  a  few  weeks 
at  the  capital,  returned  in  Feb.,  1820,  to  New  York,  to  await  the 
opening  of  the  interior  navigation.  As  soon  as  the  lakes  opened 
he  proceeded  to  Detroit,  and  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks 
embarked  on  this  celebrated  tour  of  exploration.  The  great  lake 
basins  were  visited  and  explored,  the  reported  copper  mines  on 
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Lake  Superior  examined,  and  the  Upper  Mississippi  entered  at 
Sandy  Lake,  and,  after  tracing  it  in  its  remote  mazes  to  the  high- 
est practical  point,  he  descended  its  chanflel  by  St.  Anthony's  Falls 
to  Prairie  du  Ghien  and  the  Du  Buque  lead  mines.  The  original 
ontward  track  north-wedtward  was  then  regained,  through  the 
valleys  of  the  Wisconsin  and  Fox  Rivers,  and  the  extended  shores 
of  Lake  Michigan  and  Huron  elaborately  traced.  In  this  ho  was 
accompanied  by  the  late  Professor  David  B.  Douglass,  who  collected 
the  materials  for  a  correct  map  of  the  great  lakes  and  the  sources 
of  the  Mississippi. 

It  was  late  in  the  autumn  when  Mr.  Schoolcraft  returned  to  his 
residence  at  New  York,  when  he  was  solicited  to  publish  his  "nar- 
rative journal.'*  This  he  completed  early  in  the  spring  of  182L 
This  work,  which  evinces  accurate  and  original  powers  of  observa- 
tion, established  his  reputation  as  a  scientific  and  judicious  traveler. 
Copies  of  it  found  their  way  to  England,  where  it  was  praised  by 
Sir  Ilutnphrey  Davy  and  the  veteran  geographer.  Major  Rennel. 
His  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  copper  mines  of  Lakp 
Superior,  was  published  in  advance  by  the  American  Journal  of 
Science,  and  by  order  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and 
gives  the  earliest  scientific  account  of  the  mineral  affluence  of  the 
basin  of  that  lake.  His  geological  report  to  the  same  department 
made  subsequently,  traces  the  formations  of  that  part  of  the  con- 
tinent, which  gives  origin  to  the  Mississippi  River,  and  denotes 
the  latitudes  where  it  is  crossed  by  the  primitive  and  volcanic  rocks. 
The  ardor  and  enthusiasm  which  he  evinced  in  the  cause  of  science, 
and  his  personal  enterprise  in  traversing  vast  regions,  awakened 
a  corresponding  spirit;  and  the  publication  of  his  narratives  had 
the  effect  to  popularize  the  subject  of  mineralogy  and  geology 
throughout  the  country. 

In  1821,  he  executed  a  very  extensive  journey  through  the 
Miami  of  the  Lakes  and  the  River  Wabash,  tracing  those  streams 
minutely  to  the  entrance  of  the  latter  into  the  Ohio  River.  He 
then  proceeded  to  explore  the  Oshawanoe  Mountains,  near  Cave* 
in-Rock,  with  their  deposits  of  the  fluate  of  lime,  galena,  and 
other  mineral  treasures.  From  this  range  he  crossed  over  the 
grand  prairies  of  the  Illinois  to  St.  Louis,  revisited  the  mineral 
district  of  Potosi,  and  ascended  the  Illinois  River  and  its  north- 
west fork,  the  De9  PlaineSy  to  Chicago,  where  a  large  body  of. 
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Indians  were  congregated  to  confer  on  the  cession  of  their  lands. 
At  these  important  conferences,  he  occupied  the  position  of  secre- 
tary. .  He  published  ah  account  of  the  incidents  of  this  explora- 
tory journey,  under  the  title  of  Travels  in  the  Central  Portiofia 
of  ^  the  Miasisaippt  Valley.  He  found,  in  passing  up  the  river 
Des  Plainedj  a  remarkably  well  characterized  specimen  of  a  fossil 
tree,  completely  conyerted  to  stone,  of  which  he  prepared  a  de- 
scriptive memoir,  which  had  the  effect  further  to  direct  the  public 
mind  to  geological  phenomena. 

We  are  not  prepared  to  pursue  minutely  these  first  steps- of  his 
energetic  course  in  the  early  investigation  of  our  natural  history 
and  geography.  In  1822,  while  the  lead-mine  problem  wa^  under 
advisement  at  Washington,  he  was  appointed  by  Mr.  Monroe  to  ^ 
tKe  semi-diplomatic  position  of  Agent  for  Indian  Affairs  on  the 
North-west  Frontiers.  This  opened  a  new  field  of  inquiry,  and, 
while  it  opposed  no  bar  to  the  pursuits  of  natural,  science,  it  pre- 
sented a  broad  area  of  historical  and  ethnological  research.  On 
this  he  entered  with  great  ardor,  and  an  event  of  generally  con- 
trolling influence  on  human  pursuits  occurred  to  enlarge  these 
studies,  in  his  marriage  to  Miss  Jane  Johnston,  a  highly  cultivated 
youn^  lady,  who  was  equally  well  versed  in  the  English  and  Algon- 
quin languages,  being  a  descendant,  by  the  mother's  side,  of  Wa- 
bojeeg,  a  celebrated  war  sachem,  and  ruling  cacique  of  his  nation. 
Her  father,  Mr.  John  Johnston,  was  a  gentleman  of  the  highest 
connections,  fortune,  and  standing,  from  the  north  of  Ireland,  who 
had  emigrated  to  America  during  the  presidency  of  Washingtoo. 
He  possessed  great  enthusiasm  and  romance  of  character,  united 
with  poetic  tastes,  and  became  deeply  enamored  of  the  beautiful 
daughter  of  Wabojeeg,  married  her,  and  had  eight  children.  His 
eldest  daughter,  Jane,  was  sent,  at  nine  years  of  age,  to  Europe 
to  be  thoroughly  educated  under  the  care  of  his  relatives  there, 
and,  when  she  returned  to  America,  was  placed  at  the  head  of 
her  father's  household,  where  her  refined  dignified  manners  and 
accomplishments  attracted  the  notice  and  admiration  of  numerous 
visitors  to  that  scat  of  noble  hospitality.  Mr.  Schoolcraft  was 
among  the  first  suitors  for  her  hand,  and  married  her  in  October, 
1823. 

Mr.  Johnston  was  a  fine  belles  lettree  scholar,  and  entered  readily 
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Into  the  disoiiBalons  arising  firom  the  principles  of  the  Indian  lan- 
guages, and  plans  for  their  UnproTement. 

Mr.  Schoolcraft's  marriage  into  an  aboriginal  family  gave  no 
small  stimulus  to  these  inquiries,  whioh  were  pursued  under  such 
singularly  excellent  advantages,  and  with  untiring  ardor  iii  the 
seclusion  of  Elm  wood  and  Michilimackinack,  for  a  period  of  nearly 
twenty  years,  and,  until  his  wife's  lamented  death,  which  happened 
during  a  visit  to  her  sister,  at  Dundas,  Canada  West,  in  the  year 
1842,  and  while  he  himself  was  absent  on  a  visit  to  England. 
Mr.  Schoolcraft  has  not,  at  any  period  of  his  life,  sought  advance- 
ment in  political  life,  but  executed  with  energy  and  interest  various, 
civic  offices,  which  were  freely  offered  to  him.  From  1828  to 
1832,  he  was  an  efficient  member  of  the  Territorial  Legislature, 
where  he  introduced  a  system  of  township  and  county  names, 
formed  on  the  basis  of  the  aboriginal  vocabulary,  and  also  pro- 
cured the  incorporation  of  a  historical  society,  and,  besides 
managing  the  finances,  as  chairman  of  an  appropriate  committee, 
he  introduced  and  secured  the  passage  of  several  laws  respecting 
the  treatment  of  the  native  tribes. 

In  1828,  the  Navy  Department  offered  him  a  prominent  situa- 
tion in  the  scientific  corps  of  the  United  States  Exploring  Expedi- 
tion to  the  South  Seas.  This  was  urged  in  several  letters  written 
to  him  at  St.  Mary's,  by  Mr.  Reynolds,  with  the  approbation  of 
Mr.  Southard,  then  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  However  flattering 
such  an  offer  was  to  bis  ambition,  his  domestic  relations  did  not 
permit  his  acceptance  of  the  place.  He  appeared  to  occupy  his 
advanced  position  on  the  frontier  solely  to  further,  the  interests 
of  natural  history,  American  geography,  and  growing  questions 
of  philosophic  moment. 

These  particulars  will  enable  the  reader  to  appreciate  the  ad- 
vantages with  which  he  commenced  and  pursued  the  study  of  the 
Indian  languages,  and  American  ethnology.  He  made  a  complete 
lexicon  of  the  Algonquin  language,  and  reduced  itsr  grammar  to  a 
philosophical  system.  '^It  is  really  surprising,"  says  Gen.  Cass, 
in  a  letter,  in  1824,  in  view  of  these  researches,  "  that  so  little  valu- 
able information  has  been  given  to  the  world  on  these  subjects." 

Mr.  Duponceau,  President  of  the  American  Philosophical  Soci- 
ety, translated  two  of  Mr.  Schoolcraft's  lectures  before  the  Algio 
Society,  on  the  grammatical  structure  of  the  Indian  language,  into 
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French,  for  the  National  Institute  of  France,  where  the  prize  for 
the  best  essay  on  Algonquin  language  was  awarded  to  him.  He 
writes  to  Dr.  James,  in  1834,  in  reference  to  these  lectures:  "His 
description  of  the  composition  of  words  in  the  Chippewa  language, 
is  the  most  elegant  I  have  yet  seen.  He  is  an  able  and  most  per- 
spicuous writer,  and  treats  his  subject  philosophically/' 

Approbation  from  these  high  sources  had  only  the  effect  to  lead 
him  to  renewed  diligence  and  deeper  exertions  to.  further  the  in- 
terests of  natural  science,  geography,  and  ethnology ;  and,  while 
engaged  in  the  active  duties  of  an  important  government  office,  &e 
maintained  an  extensive  correspondence  with  men  of  science,  leai^n- 
ing,  and  enterprise  throughout  the  Union. 

The  American  Philosophical,  Greological,  and  Antiquarian  Socie- 
ties, with  numerous  state  and  local  institutions,  admitted  liim  to 
membership.  The  Royal  Geographical  Society  of  London,  the 
Royal  Society  of  Northern  Antiquaries  at  Copenhagen,  and  the 
Ethnological  Society  of  Paris,  inscribed  his  name  among  their 
foreign  members.  In  1846,  the  College  of  Geneva  conferred  on 
him  the  degree  of  LL.  D. 

While  the  interests  of  learning  and  science  thus  occupied  his 
private  hours,  the  state  of  Indian  affairs  on  the  western  frontiers 
called  for  continued  exertions,  and  journeys,  and  expeditions 
through  remote  regions.  The  introduction  of  a  fast  accumulating 
population  into  the  Mississippi  Valley,  and  the  great  lake  basins, 
continually  subjected,  the  Indian  tribes  to  causes  of  uneasiness, 
«nd  to  a  species  of  reflection,  of  which  they  had  had  no  examples 
in  the  long  centuries  of  their  hunter  state. 

In  1825, 1826,  and  1827,  he  attended  convocations  of  the  tribes 
at  very  remote  points,  which  imposed  the  necessity  of  passing 
through  forests,  wildernesses,  and  wild  portages,  where  none  but 
the  healthy,  the  robust,  the  fearless,  and  the  enterprising  can  go. 

In  1831,  circumstances  inclined  the  tribes. on  the  Upper  Missis- 
sippi to  hostilities  and  extensive  combinations.  He -was  directed 
by  the  Government  to  conduct  an  expedition  through  the  country 
lying  south  and  west  of  Lake  Superior,  reaching  from  its  banks, 
which  have  from  the  earliest  dates  been  the  fastnesses  of  numerous 
warlike  tribes.  This  he  accomplished  satisfactorily,  visiting  the 
leading  chiefs,  and  counseling  them  to  the  policy  of  peace. 

.  In  1832,  the  Sauks  and  Foxes  resolved  to  re-occupy  lands  which 
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they  had  previou&ly  relinquished  in  the  Rock  River  Valley.  This 
hrought  them  into  collision  with  the  citizens  and  militia  of  Illinois. 
The  result  was  a  general  conflict,  "which,  from  its  prominent  Indian 
leader,  has  been  called  the  Black  Hawk  war.  From  accounts  of  the 
previous  year,  its  combinations  embraced  mW  of  the  leading  tribes. 
It  was  uncertain  bow  far  they  extended.  Mr.  Schoolcraft  was  select- 
ed by  the  Indian  and  War  Department,  to  conduct  a  second  expedi- 
tion into  the  region  embracing  the  entire  Upper  Mississippi,  north 
and  west  of  St.  Anthony's  Falls.  He  pursued  this  stream  to  the 
points  to  which  it  had  been  explored  in  1806,  by  Lieut.  Pike,  and  in 
1820,  by  Gen.  Cass;  and  finding  the  state  of  the  water  favorable  for 
ascending,  traced  the  river  up  to  its  ultimate  forks,  and  to  its  actual 
source  in  Itasca  Lake.  This  point  he  reached  on  the  23d  July, 
1832;  but  a  fraction  under  300  years  after  the  discovery  of  its 
lower  portions  by  De  Soto.  This  was  Mr.  Schoolcraft's  crowning 
geographical  discovery,  of  which  he  published  an  account,  with 
maps,  in  1833.  He  is  believed  to  be  the  only  man  in  America 
who  has  seen  the  Mississippi  from  its  source  in  Itasca  Lake  to  its 
mouth  in  the  Qulf  of  Mexico. 

In  1839,  he  published  his  collection  of  pral  legends  from  the 
Indian  wigwams,  under  the  general  cognomen  of  Algic  Researches. 
In  these  volumes  is  revealed  an  amount  of  the  Indian  idiosyncra- 
sies, of  what  may  be  called  their  philosophy  and  mode  of  reason- 
ing on  life,  death,  and  immortality,  and  their  singular  modes  of 
reasoning  and  action,  which  makes  this  work  one  of  the  most  unique 
and  original  contributions  to  American  literature.  His  love  of 
investigation  has  always  been  a  characteristic  trait. 

r 

The  writer  of  this  sketch,  who  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
Mr.  Schoolcraft's  character,  habits,  and  feelings,  has  long  re- 
garded him  the  complete  embodiment  of  industry  and  temperance 
in  all  things.  He  rises  early  and  retires  early,  cats  moderately  of 
simple  food,  never  uses  a  drop  of  stimulant,  and  does  not  even  smoke, 
a  cigar.  In  temperament  he  is  among  the  happiest  of  human  beings, 
always  looks  at  the  bright  side  of  circumstances — ^loves  to  hear  of 
the  prosperity  of  his  neighbors,  and  hopes  for  favorable  turns  of 
character,  even  in  the  most  depraved.  The  exaltation  of  his  in- 
tellectual pursuits,  and  his  sincere  piety,  have  enabled  him  to  rise 
above  all  the  petty  disquietudes  of  everyday  life,  and  he  seema 
ntterly  incapable  of  envy  or  detraction,  or  the  indulgence  of  any 
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ignoble  or  unmanly  passions.  Indeed,  one  of  his  most  intiQiate. 
friends  remarked  ^^  that  he  was  the  beau-ideal  of  dignified  man- 
liness and  truthfulness  of  character."  His  manners  possess  all 
that  unostentatious  frankness,  and  self-possessed  urbanity  and 
quietude,  that  is  indicative  of  r.efined  feelings.  That  such  a  shining 
znark  has  not  escaped  envy,  detraction,  and  persecution,  will  suit* 
prifie  no  one  who  is  well  acquainted  with,  the  materjak  of  which 
human  nature  is  composed.  '^  Envy  is  the  toll  that  is  always  paid 
to  grcatijess.*'  ^ 

Mr.  Schoolcraft  has  had  enemies,  bitter  unrelenting  enemies, 
from  the  wil^  of  whom  he  has  lost  several  fortunes,  but  they  have 
not  succeeded,  in  spite  of  all  their  efforts,  in  depriving  him  of  an 
honored  name,  that  will  live  as  the  friend  of  the  red  man  and  aa 
aboriginal- historian,  for  countless  ages; 

Some  twenty  years  ago  he  became  a  professor  of  religion,  and 
the  ennobling  influences  of  Bible  truth  have  mellowed,  and  de- 
voted to  the  most  unselfish  and  exalted  aims  his  natural  determi- 
nation and  enthusiasm  of  character.  God  has  promised  to  his 
people  ^Hhat  their  righteousness  shall  shine  as  the  light,  and  their 
just  dealing  as  the  noonday."  Protected  in  such  an  impregnable 
tower  of  defence  from  the  strife  of  tongues,  Mr.  Schoolcraft  has 
been  enabled  freely  to  forgive,  and  even  befriend,  those  narrow* 
minded  calumniators  who  have  aimed  so  many  poisoned  arrows  at 
his  fam^,  his  character,  and  his  success  in  life.  These  are  they 
who  h]|,te  all  excellence  that  they  themj^elves  can  never  hope  to 
reach. 

Mr.  Schoolcraft's  persevering  industry  is  so  indomitable,  that 
he  has  been  known  to  write  from  sun  to  sun  almost  every  day  for 
many  consecutive  years,  taking  no  recreation,  and  yet  these  se- 
dentary habits  of  untiring  application  being  regulated  by  system, 
have  not  impaired  the  digestive  functions  of  his  usually  robust 
health.  One  of  his  family  remarks,  /' that  she  believed  that  if 
his  meals  were  weighed  every  day  in  the  year  they  would  average 
the  same  amount  every  twenty-four  hours."  He  has,  however, 
'b^en  partly  lame  for  th6  last  two  years,  from  the  efiects,  it  is 
thought,  of  early  exposure  in  his  explorations  in  the  west,  where 
he  used  frequently  to  lie  down  in  the  swamps  to  sleep,  with  no  pil- 
low save  clumps  of  bog,  and  no  covering  but  a  traveling  Indian 
blanket,  which  sometimes  when  he  awoke  was  cased  in  snow.  This 
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local  impediment,  toweyer,  being  entirely  without  neuralgic  or 
rheumatic  symptoms,  has  had  no  effect  whatever  upon  his  mental 
activity,  as  every  moment  of  his  time  is  still  consecrated  to  lite- 
rary ptirsuits. 

In  1841  he  removed  bis  residence  from  Miohilimackinack  to 
the  city  of  New  York,  where  he*  was  instrumental,  with.  Mr. 
John  R.  Bartlett,  Mr.  H.  C.  Murphy,  Mr.  Folsom  and.  other 
ethnologists,  informing  the  American  Ethnological  Society — which, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  late  Mr.  Albert  Gallatin,  has  produced 
eflScient  labors.  In  1842  he  visited  England  and  the  Continent. 
He  attended  the  twelfth  meeting  of  the  British  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science  at  Manchester.  He  then  visited  France, 
Crermany,  Prussia,  Belgium,  and  Holland.  On  returning  to*New 
York  he  took  an  active  interest  in  the  deliberations  of  the  New 
York  Historical  Society,  made  an  antiquarian  tour  to  Western 
Virginia,  Ohio,  and  the  Canadas,  and  publishi^d  in  numbers  the 
first  voluiiie  of  an  Indian  Iniscellany  under  the  title  of  ^^  Oneota^  or 
the  Indian  in  his  Wigwam.". 

In  1845  the  Legislature  of  New  York  authorized  him  to  t^ke  a 
census,  and  collect  the  statistics  of  the  Iroquois,  or  Six  Nations, 
which  were  published,  together  with  materials  illustrating  their 
history  and  character,  in  a  volume  entitled,  Notes  on  the  Iro- 
quois. 

This  work  was  highly  approved  by  the  Legislature,  and  copies 
eagerly  sought  by  persons  taking  an  interest  in  the  fortunes  of 
this  celebrated  tribe.  Contrary  to  expectation,  their  numbers 
were  found  to  be  considerable,  and  their  advance  in  agriculture 
and  civilization  of  a  highly  encouraging  character ;  and  the  State 
has  since  made  Uberal  appropriations  for  their  education. 

In  1846  he  brought  the  Subject  of  the  American  aborigines  to 
the  notice  of  the  ihembers  of  Congress,  expressing  the  opinion, 
and  enforcing  it  by  facts  drawn  from  many  years'  experience  and 
residency  on  the  frontiers,  that  it  was  misunderstood,  that  the  au« 
thentic  published  materials  from  which  the  Indians  were  to  be 
judged  were  fragmentary  and  scanty,  and  that  the  public  policy 
respecting  them,  and  the  mode  of  applying  their  funds,  and  dealing 
with  them,  was  in  many  things  false  and  unjust.  These  new 
liews  produced  conviction  in  enlightened  minds,  and,  during  the 
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following  session,  iii  the  winter  of  1847,  an  appropriation  was 
made,  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  collect  the  statistics  of 
all  the  tribes  within  the  Union ;  together  with  materials  to  illus- 
trate their  history,  condition,  and  prospects.  Mr.- Schoolcraft  was 
selected  by  the  government  to  conduct,  the  inquiry,  in  connection 
with  the  Indian  Bureau.  And  he  iiQmediately  prepared  and  is- 
sued blank  forms,  calling  on  the  officers  of  the  department  for  the. 
necessary  statistical  fects.  At  the  same  time  a  comprehensive 
system  of  interrogatories  was  distributed,  intended  to  bring  out 
the  true  state  and  condition  of  the  Indian  tribes  from  gentlemen 
of  experience,  in  all  parts  of  the  Union.. 

These  interrogatories  are  founded  on  a  series  of  some  thirty 
years*  personal  observations  on  Indian  society  and  manners,  which 
were  made  while  living  in  their  midst  on  the  frontiers,  and  on  thid 
data  preserved  in  his  well-filled  portfolios  and  Journals ;  and  the 
comprehensive  character  of  the,  queries,  consequently,  evince  a 
complete  mastery  of  .his  subject,  such  as  no  one  could  have  been 
at  all  prepared  to  furnish,  who  had  had  less  full  and  favorable  ad- 
vantages. In  these  queries  he  views, the  Indian  pace,  not  only  as 
tribes  having  ^very  claim  on  our  sympathy  and  humanity,  but  as 
one  of  the  races  of  tbe  human  family,  scattered  by  an  inscrutable 
Providence,  whose  origin  and  destiny  is  one  0^  the  most  interest- 
ing pro'blems  of  American  history,  philosophy,  and  Christianity. 

The  first  part  of  this  work,  in  an  elaborate  quarto  volume,  was 
published  in  the  autumn  of  1850,  with  illustrations  from  the  pencil 
of  Capt.  Eastman,  a  gentleman  of  the  army  of  thQ  United  States, 
and  has  been  received  by  Congress  and  the  diurnal  and  periodical 
press  with  decided  approbation.  It  is  a  work  which  is  national 
in  its  conception  and  manner  of  execution ;  and,  if  carried  out  ac- 
cording to  the  plan  exhibited,  will  do  ample  justice,  at  once  to  the 
Indian  tribes,  their  history,  condition,  and  destiny,  and  to  the 
.  character  of  the  government  as  connected  with  them.  We  have 
been  reproached  by  foreign  pens  for  our  treatment  of  these  tribes, 
and  our  policy,  motives,  and  justice  impugned.  If  we  are  not 
mistaken,  the  materials  here  collected  will  show  how  gratuitous 
such  imputations  have  been.  It  is  believed  that  no  stock  of  the 
aborigines  found  by  civilized  nations  on  the  globe,  have  received 
the  same  amount  of  considerate  and  benevolent  and  humane  treat- 
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ment,  as  denoted  by  its  laws,  its  treaties,  and  general  administra- 
tion of  Indian  affairs,  from  the  establishment  of  the  Constitution, 
and  this  too,  in  the  face  of  the  most  hostile,  wroifgheaded,  and 
capricious  conduct  on  their  part,  that  ever  signalized  the  history 
of  a  barbarous  people. 

In  January,  1847,  he  married  Miss  Mary  Howard,  of  Beaufort . 
District,  South  Carolina,  a  lady  of  majestic  stature,  high  toned 
moral  sentiment,  dignified  polished  manners,  gifted  conversational 
powers  and  literary  tastes.     This  marriage  has  proved  a  peculiarly 
fortunate  and  happy  one,  as  they  both  highly  appreciate  and  re- 
spect each  other,  and  she  warmly  sympathizes  in  his  literary  plans. 
She  aUo  relieves  him  of  all  domestic  care  by  her  judicious  manage- 
ment of  his  household  affairs.     Most  of  her  time,  however,  is 
spent  with  him  in  his  study,  where  she  revises  and  copies  his  writ- 
ings for  the  press.     She  is  the  descendant  of  a  family  who  emi- 
grated to  South  Carolina  from  England,  in  the  reign  of  George 
the  Second,  from  whom  they  received  a  large  grant  of  land,  situ- 
ated  near  the  Broad  River.     Upon  this  original  grant  the  family 
have  from  generation  to  generation  continued  to  reside.     It  is  now 
a  flourishing  cotton  and  rice  growing  plantation,  and  is  at  present 
owned  by  her  brother.  Gen.  John  Howard.     Ilef  sister  married  a 
grandnephew  of  Gen.  William  Moultrie,  who  was  so  distinguished 
in  the  revolutionary  war,  and  her  brother  a  granddaughter  of 
Judge  Thomas  Heyward,  who  was  a  ripe  scholar  and  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.     Although  one  of 
her  brothers  was  in  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  she.  is  herself  the 
first  permanent  emigrant  of  her  family  from  South.  Carolina  to 
the  North,  having  accompanied  her  husband  to  Washington,  D.  C, 
where  he  has  ever  since  been  engaged  in  conducting  the  national 
work  on  the  history  of  the  Indians,     To  this  work,  of  which  the 
second  part  is  now  in  the  press,  every  power  of  his  extensive  ob- 
servation and  ripe  experience  is  devoted,  and  with  results  which 
justify  the  highest  anticipations  which  have  been  formed  of  it. 
Meantime  it  is  understood  that  the  present  memoirs  is  the  first 
volume  of  a  revised  series  of  his  complete  works,  including  his 
travels,  reviews^  papers  on  natural  history,  Indian  tales,  and  mis- 
cellanies. 

To  this  rapid  sketch  of  a  man  rising  to  distinction  without  the 
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adyentitious  aids  of  hereditary  patrimony,  wealth,  or  early  friends, 
it  requires  little  to  be  added  to  show  the  value  of  self-dependence. 
Such  exampres  must  encourage  all  whose  ambitions  are  sustained 
by  assiduity,  temperance,  self-reliance,  and  a  consistent  persever- 
ance in  well  weighed  ends. 
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PERSONAL    MEMOIRS. 


CHAPTER    I. 


Brief  reminiscences  of  scenes  from  1809  to  1817 — Events  preliminary  to  a 
knowledge  of  western  life—EmbarkaUon  on  the  source  of  the  Alleghany 
River — ^Descent  to  Pittsburgh — Valley  of  the  Monongahela ;  its  coal  and 
iron — ^Descent  of  the  Ohio  in  an  ark — Scenes  and  incidents  by  the  way — 
Cincinnati — Some  personal  incidents  which  happenied  there. 

Late  in  the  aatnmn  of  1809^  being  then  in  my  seventeenth  year, 
I  quitted  the  village  of  Hamilton,  Albany  County  (a  county  in 
which  my  family  had  lived  from  an  early  part  of  the  reign  of 
<jeorge  II.),  and,  after  a  pleasant  drive  of  half  a  day  through  the 
Pike  Plains,  accompanied  by  some,  friends,  reached  the  city  of 
Schenectady,  and  from  thence  took  the  western  stage  line,  up 
the  Valley  of  the  Mohawk,  to  tlie  village  of  Utica,  where  we  ar- 
rived, I  think,  on  the  third  day^the  roads  being  heavy.     The 
next  day  I  proceeded  to  Vernon,  the  site  of  a  busy  and  thriv- 
ing village,  wheife  my  father  had  recently  engaged  in  the  super- 
mtendency  of  extensive  manufacturing  operations.     I  was  here 
within  a  few  miles  of  Oneida  Cattle,  then  the  residence  of  the 
mcient  Oneida  tribe  of  Iroquois.     There  was,  also,  in  this  town,  a 
remnant  of  the  old  Mohigans,  who,  under  the  name  of  Stockbridges, 
had,  soon  after  the  Revolutionary  War,  removed  from  the  Valley 
of  the  Housatonic,  in  Massachusetts,  to  Oneida.    Throngs  of  both 
tribes  were  daily  in  the  village,  and  I  was  thus  first  brought  to 
notice  their  maimers  and  customs;  not  dreaming,  however,  that  it 
was  to  be  my  lot  to  pass,  so  many  of  the  subsequent  years  of  my 
life  as  an  observer  of  the  Indian  race. 
Eariy  in  the  spring  of  1810,  I  accompanied  Mr.  Alexander 
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Bryan  Jolinson,  of  Utica,  a  gentleman  of  wealth,  intelligence,  and 
enterprise,  to  the  area  of  the  Genesee  country,  for  the  purpose 
of  superintending  a  manufactory  for  a  company  incorporated 
by  the  State  Legislature.  After  visiting  Sodus  Bay,  on  Lake 
Ontario,  it  was  finally  resolved  to  locate  this  company's  works 
near  Geneva,  on  the  banks  of  Seneca  Lake. 

t)uring  my  residence  here,  the  War  of  1812  broke  out ;  the 
events  of  which  fell  with  severity  on  this  frontier,  particularly  on 
the  lines  included  between  the  Niagara  and  Lake  Champlain,  • 
where  contending  armies  and  navies  operated.  While  these  scenes 
of  alarm  and  turmoil  were  enacting,  and  our  trade  with  Great 
Britain  was  cut  of!^  an  intense  interest  arose  for  manufactures  of. 
first  necessity,  needed  by  the  country,  particularly  for  that  indis- 
pensable article  of  new  settlements,  window  glass.  Li.  directing 
the  foreign  artisans  employed  in  the  making  of  this  product  of 
skill,  my  father,  Col;  Lawrence  Schoolcraft,  had,  from  an  early 
period  after  the  American  Brcyolution,  acquired  celebrity,  by  the 
general  superintendency  of  the  noted  works  of  this  kind  near 
Albany,  and  afterwards  in  Oneida  County. 

Under  his  auspices,  I  directed  the  erection  of  similar  works  in 
Western  New  York  and  in  the  States  of  Vermont  and  New  Ha^ip- 
shire. 

While  in  Vermont,  I  received'  a  salary  of  eighteen  hundred 
4ollars  per  annum,  which  enabled  me  to  pursue  my  studies,  ez, 
academioj  at  Middlebury  College.  Li  conversation  with  President 
Davis,  I  learned  that  this  was  tfie  highest  salary  paid  in  the  State, 
he  himself  receiving  eleven  hundred,  and  the  Governor  of  the 
State  but  eight  hundred.  . 

The  extensive  and  intej^esting  journeys  connected  with  the  manu- 
facturing impulse  of  these  engagements,  reaching  over  a  varied  sur- 
face of  several  hundred  miles,  opened  up  scenes  of  life  and  adven- 
ure  which  gave  me  a  foretaste  of,  and  preparedness  for,  the  deeper 
experiences  of  the  western  wilderness ;  had  the  war  wjth  England 
was  no  sooner  closed  than  I  made  ready  to  share  in  the  exploration 
of  the  Far  West.  The  wonderful  accounts  brought  from  the  Mis- 
sissippi Valley — its  fertility,  extent,  and  resources — inspired  a 
wish  to  see  it  for  myself,  and  to  this  end  I  made  some  prelimi- 
nary explorations  in  Western  New  York,  in  1816  and  1817.  I 
reached  Oloan,  on  the  source  of  the  Alleghany  River,  early  in  1818, 
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niiile  the  snow  was  yet  upon  the  ground,  and  had  to  wait  several 
weeks  for  the  opening  of  that  stream.  I  was  surprised  to  sec  the 
crowd  of  persons,  from  various  quarters,  who  had  pressed  to  this 
point,  waiting  the  opening  of  the  navigation. 

It  was  a  period  of  general  migration  from  the  East  to  the  West. 
Commerce  had  heen  checked  for  several  years  hy  the  war  with 
Crreat  Britain.  Agriculture  had  been  hindered  by  the  raising  of 
annies^  and  a  harassing  warfare  both  on  the  seaboard  and  the 
firontiers ;  and  manufactures  had  been  stimulated  to  an  unnatural 
growth,  only  to  be  crushed  by  the  peace.  Speculation  had  also 
been  rife  in  some  places,  and  hurried  many  gentlemen  of  property 
into  ruin.  Banks  exploded,  and  paper  money  flooded  the  country. 
The  fiscal  crisis  was  indeed  very  striking.  The  very  elements 
seemed  leagued  against  the  interests  of  agriculture  in  the  Atlantic 
States,  where  a  series  of  early  and  late  frosts,  in  1816  and  1817, 
had  created  quite  a  panic,  which  helped  to  settle  the  West. 

I  mingled  in  this  crowd,  and,  while  listening  to  the  anticipations 
indulged  in,  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  war  had  not,  in  reality,  been 
fought  for  '^free  trade  and  sailors'  rights"  where  it  commenced, 
but  to  gain  a  knowledge  of  the  world  beyond  the  Alleghanies. 

Many  came  with  their  household  stuff,  which  was  to  be  em- 
barked in  arks  and  flat  boats.  The  children  of  Israel  could 
scarcely  have  presented  a  more  motley  array  of  men  and  women, 
with  their  ^'kneading  troughs"  on  their  backs,  and  their  "little 
ones,'*  than  were  there  assembled,  on  their  way  to  the  new  land  of 
promise. 

To  judge  by  the  tone  of  general  conversation,  they  ineant,  in 
their  generation,  to  plough  the  Mississippi  Valley  from  its  head  to 
its  foot.  There  was  not  an  idea  short  of  it.  What  a  world  of 
golden  dreams  was  there  ! 

I  took  passage  in  the  first  ark  that  attempted  the  descent  for 
the  season.  This  ark  was  built  of  stout  planks,  with  the  lower 
seams  cauHced,  forming  a  perfectly  flat  basis  on  the  water.  It 
was  about  thirty  feet  wide  and  sixty  long,  with  gunwales  of  some 
dghteen  inches.  Upon  this  was  raised  a  structure  of  posts  and 
boards  about  eight  feet  high,  divided  into  rooms  for  cooking  and 
sleeping,  leaving  a  few  feet  space  in  front  and  rear,  to  row  and 
steer.  The  whole  was  covered  by  a  flat  roof,  which  formed  a 
promenade,  and  near  the  front  part  of  this  deck  were  two   long 
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^^  sweeps,"  a  species  of  gigantic  oars,  which  were  occasionally 
resorted  to  in  order  to  keep  the  uuwieldj  vessel  from  rannifig 
Against  islands  or  dangerous  shores. 

We  went  on  swimmingly,  passing  through  the  Seneca  reserra^ 
tion,  where  the  picturesque  costume  of  the  Indians  seen  on  8h6re 
served  to  give  additional  interest  to  scenes  of  the  deepest  and 
wildest  character.  Every  night  we  tied  our  ark  to  a  tree,  and 
built  ^  fire  on  shore.  Sometimes  we  narrowly  escaped  going  over 
falls,  and  once  encountered  a  world  of  labor  and  trouble  by  getting 
into  a  wrong  channel.  I  made  myself  as  useful  and  agreeableas 
possible  to  all.  I  had  learned  to  row  a  skiff  with  dexterity  durii^ 
my  residence  on  Lake  Dunmore,  and  turned  this  art  to  aocbunt. 
by  taking  the  ladies  ashore,  as  we  floated  on  with  our  ark,  and 
picked  up  specimens  while  they  culled  shrubs  and  flowers.  In 
this  way,  and  by  lendinjg  a  ready  hand  at  the  .^'sweeps*'  and 
at  the  oars  whenever  there  was  a  pinch,  I  made  myself  agree- 
able. The  worst  thing  we  encountered  was  rain,  against  whioh 
our  rude  carpentry  was  but  a  poor  defence.  We  landed  at  every* 
thing  like  a  town,  and  bought  milk,  and  eggs,  and  butter.  Some- 
times the  Seneca  Indians  were  passed,  coming  up  stream  in. 
their  immensely  long  pine  canoes.  There  was  perpetual  novelty 
and  freshness  in  this  mode  of  wayfaring.  The  scenery  was  most 
enchanting.  The  river  ran  high,  with  a  strong  spring  current,^ 
and  the  hills  frequently  ro£(e  in  most  picturesque  cliffs. 

1818.  I  do  not  recollect  the  time  consumed  in  this  descent. 
We  had  gone  about  three  hundred  miles,  when  we  reached  Pitts- 
burgh. It  was  the  28th  of  March  when  we  landed  at  this  place, 
which  I  remember  because  it  was  my  birthday.  And  I  here  bid 
adieu  to  the  kind  and  excellent  proprietor  of  the  ark,  L.  Petti- 
borne,  Esq.,  who  refused  to  receive  any  compensation  for  my  paa- 
sfige,  saying,  prettily,  that  he  did  not  know  how  they  could  have 
got  along  without  me. 

I  stopped  at  one  of  the  best  hotels,  kept  by  a  Mrs.  McCuUough^ 
and,  after  visiting  the  manufactories  and  coal  mines,  hired  a  horse, 
and  went  up  the  Slonongahela  Valley,  to  explore  its  geology  as  high 
as  Williamsport.  The  rich  coal  and  iron  beds  of  this  part  of  the 
country  interested  me  greatly  ;  I  was  impressed  with  their  extent, 
and  value,  and  the  importance  which  they  must  eventually  give  to 
Pittsburgh.     After  returning  from  this  trip,  I  completed  my  visits 
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to  the  yarionB  workshops  and  foundries,  and  to  the  large  glass- 
works of  Bakewell  and  of  O'Hara. 

I  was  now  at  the  head  of  the  Ohio  River,  which  is  formed  b j  the 
junction  of  the  Alleghany  and  Monongahela.  My  next  step  was 
to  descend  this  stream;   and,  while  ^l  search  of  an  ark  on  the 

m  ■ 

borders  of  the  Monongahela,  I  fell  In  with  a  Mr.  Brigham,  a  worthy 
person  from  Mft9sachu6etts,  who  had  sallied  out  with  the  same  view. 
We  took  passage  together  on  one  of  these  floating  houses,  with  the 
arrangements  of  which  I  had  now  hocome  familiar.  I  was  charmed 
with  the  Ohio ;  with  its  scenery,  which  was  etery  moment  shifting 
to  the  eye ;  and  with  the  incidents  of  such  a  novel  voyage.  Off 
Wheeling  we  made  fast  to  another  ark,  from  the  Monongahela,  in 
charge  of  Capt.  Hutchinson,  an  intelligent  man.  There  were  a 
number  of  passengers,  who,  together  with  this  commander,  added 
to  our. social  circle,  and  made  it  more  agreeable:  among  these,  the 
chief  person  was  Dr.  Selmah,  of  Cincinnati,  who  had  been  a  sur« 
geon  in  Wayne's  army,  and  who  had  a  fund  of  information  of  this 
era.  My  acquaintance  with  subjects  of  chemistry  and  mineralogy 
enabled  me  to  make  my  conversation  agreeable,  which  was  after- 
wards of -some  advantage  to  me. 

We  came  to  at  Ghrave  Cre^k  Fleets,  and  all  went  up  to  see  the 
Great  Mound,  the  apex  of  which  had  a  depression,  with  a  large 
tree  growing  in  it  having  the  names  and  dates  of  visit  of  several  per- 
sons carved  on  its  trunk.  One  of  the  dates  was,  I  think,  as  early 
as  1730.  We  also  stopped  at  Oallipolis — the  site  of  a  French  colony 
of  some  notpriety.  The  river  was  constantly  enlarging ;  the  spring 
was  rapidly  advancing,  and  making  its  borders  more  beautiful ;  and 
the  scenery  could  scarcely  have  been  more  interesting.  There 
was  often,  it  is  true,  a  state  of  newness  and  rudeness  in  the  towns, 
and  villages,  and  farms,  but  it  was  ever  accompanied  with  the  most 
pleasing  anticipations  of  improvement  and  progress.  We  had  sel- 
dom to  look  at  old  things,  save  the  Indian  antiquities.  The  most 
striking  works  of  this  kind  were  at  Marietta,  at  the  junction  of  the 
Muskingum.  This  was,  I  believe,  the  earliest  point  of  settlement 
of  the  State  of  Ohio.  But  to  us,  it  had  a  far  more  interesting  point 
of  attraction  in  the  very  striking  antique  works  named,  for  which  it 
is  known.  We  visited  the  elevated  square  and  the  mound.  We 
gazed  and  wondered  as  others  have  done,  and  without  fancying 
that  we  were  wiser  than  our  predecessors  had  been. 
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'  At  Marietta,  a  third  ark  from  tlie  waters  of  the  Muskipgum  was 
added  to  our  number,  and  making  quite'^a  flotilla.  This  tunied  out 
to  be  the  property  of  Hoil.  J.  B.  Thomas,  ^f  Illinois,  a  Senator  in 
Congress,  a  gentleman  of  great  urbanity  of  manners  and  ibtelii^ 
gence.  By  this  addition  of  deck^  our  promenade  was  noi^  an^ple. 
Aad  it  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  a  jo,urney  embracing  a  greatet 
number  of  pleasing  incidentb  and  prospects. 

When  a  little  below  Parkersbtirgh,  we  passed  BlennerhaBSet's 
Inland,  which  regalled  for  a  moment  the  name  of  Aaron  Burr,  taxd 
the  eloquent  .language  of  Mr.  Wirt  on  the  treasonable  schemes  of 
that  bold,  talented,  but  unchastened  politician.  '  AH  was  now  rtiin 
and  devastation  on  the  -site  of  forsaken  gardens,  into  the  shaded 
recesses  of  which  a  basilisk  had  once  enftered.  .  Some  stacks,  of 
chimneysLwere  all  that  was  left  to  tell  the  tale.  It  seemed  re- 
markable .that  twelve  short  years  should  have  worked  ciq  (Com^ 
plete  a  desolation.  It  would  app.ear  as  if  half  a  century  had  inter- 
vened,  so  thorough  had  been  the  physical  revolution  of  the  ii^land* 
^  One  night  we  had  lain  with  our  flotilla  on  the  Virginia  coast. 
It  was  perceived,  at  early  daylight,  that  the  inner^ark,  which  was 
Mr.  Thomas's,  and  which  was  loaded  with  valuable  machinery,  was 
partly  sunk^  being  pressed  against  the  bank  by  the  other  arks,  and 
the  water  was  found  to  be  flowing  in  above  the  caulked  seams.  A 
short  time  must  have  carried  the  whole  down.  After  a  good  deal  of  ex- 
ertion to  save  the  boat,  it  was  cut  loose  and  abandoned.  It  occurred 
to  me  that  two  men,  rapidly  bailing,  would  be  able  to  throw  out  a 
larger  quantity  of  water  than  flowed  through  the  seams.  Willing 
to  make  myself  useful,  I  told  my  friend  Brigham  that  I  thought 
we  could  save  the  boat,  if  he  wduld  join  in  the  attempt.  My 
•  theory  proved  correct.  We  succeeded,  by  a  relief  of  hands,  in 
the  efi'ort,  and  saved  the  whole  machinery  unwetted.  This  little 
affair  proved  gratifying  to  me  from  the  share  I  had  in  it.  Mr. 
Thomas  was  so  pleased  that  he  ordered  a  sumptuous  breakfast  at 
a  neighboring  house  for  all.  We  had  an  abundance  of  hot  coffee, 
chickens,  and  toast,  which  to  voyagers  in  an  ark  was  quite  a  treat; 
but  it  was  still  less  gratifying  than  the  opportunity  we  had  felt  of 
doinga  good  act.  This  little  incident  had  a  pleasing  effect  on  the  rest 
of  the  voyage,  and  made  Thomas  my  friend. 

But  the  voyage  itself  was  now  drawing  to  a  close-    When  we 
reached  Cincinnati,  the  flotilla  broke  up.   We  were  now  five  hundred 
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miles  belo'w  Pittsbnrgh,  and  the  Valley  of  the  Ohio  was,  if  possible, 
every  day  becoming  an  object  of  more  striking  physical  interest. 
By  the  advice  of  Dr.  Sellman,  who  invited  me  to  dine  with  a  large 
company  of  gentlemen,  I  got  a  good  boarding-house,  and  I  spent 
several  weeks  very  pleasantly  in  this  city  and  its  immediate  envi- 
rons. Among  the  boarders  were  Dr.  Moorhead  (Dr.  S.'s  partner), 
and  John  C.  S.  Harrison  (the  eldest  son  of  Gen.  Harrison),  with 
several  other  young  gentlemen,  whose  names  are  pleasingly  asso- 
ciated in  my  memory.  It  was  customary,  after  dinner,  to  sit  on  a 
wooden  settle,  or  long  bench,  in  front  .of  the  house,  facing  the 
open  esplanade  on  the  high  banks  of  the  river,  at  the  foot  of  which 
boats  and  arks  were  momentarily  arriving.  One  afternoon,  while 
engaged  in  earnest  conversation  with  Harrison,  I  observed  a  tall, 
gawky  youth,  with  white  hair,  and  a  few  stray  patches  just  appear- 
ing on  his  chin,  as  precursors  of  a  beard,  approach  furtively, 
and  assume  a  listening  attitude.  He  had  evidently  just  landed, 
and  had  put  on  his  best  clothes,  to  go  up  and  see  the  town.  The 
moment  he  stopped  to  listen,  I  assumed  a  tone  of  earnest  badinage. 
Harrison,  instantly  seeing  our  intrusive  and  raw  guest,  and  humor- 
ing the  joke,  responded  in  a  like  style.  In  effect  we  had  a  high 
controversy,  which  could  only  be  settled  by  a  duel,  in  which  our  raw 
friend  must  act  as  second.  He  was  strongly  appealed  to,  and  told 
that  his  position  as  a  gentleman  required  it.  So  far  all  was  well. 
We  adjourned  to  an  upper  room ;  the  pistols  were  charged  with 
powder,  and  shots  were  exchanged  between  Harrison  and  myself, 
while  the  eyeballs  of  young  Jonathan  seemed  ready  to  start  from 
their  sockets.  But  no  sooner  were  the  shots  fired  than  an  undue 
advantage  was  instantly  alleged,  which  involved  the  responsibility 
of  my  antagonist's  friend ;  and  thus  the  poor  fellow,  who  had  him- 
self been  inveigled  in  a  scrape,  was  peppered  with  powder,  in  a 
second  exchange  of  shots,  while  all  but  himself  were  ready  to  die 
with  smothered  laughter ;  and  he  was  at  last  glad  to  escape  from 
the  house  with  his  life,  and  made  the  best  of  his  way  back  to  his 
ark. 

This  settle,  in  front  of  the  door,  was  a  capital  point  to  perpe- 
trate tricks  on  the  constantly  arriving  throngs  from  the  East,  who, 
with  characteristic  enterprise,  often  stopped  to  inquire  for  employ- 
ment. A  few  days  after  the  sham  duel,  Harrison  determined  to 
play  a  trick  on  another  emigrant,  a  shrewd,  tolerably  well-informed 
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jotmg  man,  w)io  had  eTinced  a  great  deal  of  self-complacency 
and  immodest  pertinacity.  He  told  the  pertinacious  emigrant, 
who  inqnired  for  a  place,  that  he  had  not,' himself,,  anything  that 
could  engage  hi^  att^ntion^  but  that  he  had  a  friend  (allujiing  to 
me)  who  Iras  now  in  town,  whp  was  extensively  en^ged  in  milling 
and.in^rchandizing  on  the  Little  Miami,  and  was  in  want  of  a  c<»n- 
petent,  responsible  clerk.  He  added  that,  if  he  would  call  in  the 
evening,  his  friend  would.be  in,  and  he  would  introduce  him. 
Meantime,  t  was  informed  of  the  character  I  was  to  play  in  t^ 
buking  assumption.  The  man  came,  punctual  to  hb  appointment, 
ilLthe  evening,  and  was  formally  introduced.  -  I  stated  the  duties 
and  the  peculiar  requisites  and  responsibilities.of  the  trust.  These 
he  found  but  little  difficulty  in  meeting.  Other  difficulties  were 
stated.  These,  with  a  little  thought,  he  also  met.  He  had  evi- 
dently -scarcely  any  other  quality  than  presumption.  I  told  hipa  at 
last  that,  frdm  the  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity,  it  was  necessary  that 
he  should  speak  Dutch.  This  seemed  ^  jK>ser,  but^  after.some  hesi- 
tmcy  and  hemming,  and  the  re-mnstering  of  hw  cardinal  prestimp- 
fion,  he  thotight  he  could  shprtly  render  himself  quaOfied  to  speak. 
I  udmired  the  very  presumption  of  the  theory,  and  finally  told 
him  to  call  the  next  day  on  my  agent^  Mr^  Schenck,  at  such  a 
number  (Martin  Baum's)  in  Maine  Street,  to  whom,  in  the  mean 
time,  I  transferred  the  hoax,  and  duly  informing  Schenck  of  the 
affair ;  and  I  do  not  recollect,  at  this  time,  how  he  shuffled  him  off. 
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CHAPTER    II. 

I>MceBt  of  the  Ohio  Rirer  from  Cincinnati  to  ita  mouth — Ascent  of  the 
MiMiSBippiy  from'  the  junction  to  Herculaneum — Its  rapid  and  turbid 
character,  and  the  difficulties  of  stemming  its  current  by  barges: — Some 
incidents  by  the  way. 

181S.  At  Cincinnati^  I  visited  a  sort  of  gigantic  chimney  or 
trunk,  constmcted  of  wood,  which  had  been  continued  firom  the 
plain,  and  carried  up  against  the  side  of  one  of  th6  Walnut  Hills, 
in  order  to  demonstrate  the  practicability  of  obtaiiung  a  mechani- 
cal power  from  rarefied  atmospheric  air.  I  was  certain  that  this 
would  prove  a  failure^  although  Captain  Bliss,  who  had  conducted 
the  work  under  the  auspices  of  General  Lytle,  felt  confident  of 
success. 

When  I  was  ready  to  proceed  down  the  Ohio,  I  went  to  the 
shore,  where  I  met  a  Mr.  Willers,  who  had  come  there ,  on  the 
same  errand  as  myself.  Our  object  was  to  go  to  Louisville,  at 
the  falls  of  the  Ohio.  We  were  pleased  with  a  well-constructed 
skiff,  which  would  conveniently  hold  our  baggage,  and,  after  exami- 
nation, purchased  it  ,for  the  purpose  of  md^ing  this  part  of  the 
descent.  I  was  expert  with  a  light  oar,  and  we  agreed  in  thinking 
that  this  would  be  a  very  picturesque,  healthful,  and  economical 
mode  of  travel.  It  was  warm  weather,  the  beginning  of  May,  I 
think,  and  the  plan  was  to  sleep  ashore  every  night.  Wo  found 
this  plan  to  answer  expectation.  The  trip  was,  in  every  respect, 
delightfuL  Mr.  Willers  lent  a  ready  hand  at  the  oars  and  tiller 
by  turns.  He  possessed  a  good  share  of  urbanity,  had  seen 
much  of  the  world,  and  was  of  an  age  and  temper  to  vent  no  violent 
opinions.  He  gave  me  information  on  some  topics.  We  got  along 
pleasantly.  One  day,  a  sleeping  sawyer,  as  it  is  called,  rose  up  in 
the  river  behind  us  in  a  part  of  the  course  we  had  just  passed,  which, 
if  it  had  risen  two  minutes'  earlier,  would  have  pitched  us  in  the 
air,  and  knocked  our  skiff  ^  shivers.    We  ptopped  at  Vcvay,  to 
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taste  the  wine  of  the  vintage  of  that  place,  which  was  then  much 
talked  of,  and  did  not  think  it  excellent.  We  were  Several  days — 
I  do  not  recollect  how  many — ^in  reaching  Lonisvilje,  in  Kentucky. 
I  found  my  fellowj-voyager  was  a  teacher  of  military  science,  late 
from  Baltimore,  Maryland;  he  soon  had  a  class  of  militia  officers, 
to  whom  he  gave  instruction^  and  exhibited  diagrams  of  military 
evolutions. 

Louisville  had  all  the  elements  of  city  life.     I  was  much  inte- 
rested in  thb  place  and  its  environs^  and  passed  several  weeks^  at 
-  that  place;     I  foimd  organic  remains  of  several  species  in  the 
limestone  rocks  of  the  falls,  and  published,  anonymously,  in  the 
paper  sotoe  notices  of  its  mineralogy. 

When  prepared. to  continue,  my  descent  of  thfe  river,  I  weirt  to 
the  beautiful  natural  mall,  which  exists  between  the  mouth  of  the 
Beairgrass  Creek  and  the  Ohio^  where  boatd  usually  land^  and  took 
passage  in  a  fine  ark,  which  had  just  come  down  from  the  waters 
df  the  Monongahela.  It  was  owned. and  freighted  by  two  adven^ 
tnrera  from  Maryland,  of  the  names  of  Kemp  and  Keen.  A  fine 
road  existed  to  the  foot  of  the  falls  at  Shippensport,  a  distance  of 
two  miles,  which  my  new  acquaintances  pursued;  but,  whep  I 
understood  that  there  was  a  pilot  present,  I  preferred  remaitiing  on 
board,  that  I  might  witness  the  descent  of  the  falls :  we  descended 
on  the  Indiana  side.  The  danger  was  imminent  at  one  part,  where 
the  entire  current  had  a  violent  side  action,  but  we  went  safely  and 
triumphantly  down ;  and,  after  taking  our  owners  on  board,  who 
were  unwilling  to  risk  their  liv^s  with  their  property,  we  pursued 
6ur  voyage.  Xt  was  about  this  point,  or  a  little  above,  that  we 
.  first  noticed  the  gay  and  noisy  parroquet,  flocks  of  which  inhabited 
the  forests.  The  mode  of  attaching  vessels  of  this  kind  into  flo- 
tillas was  practiced  on  that  part,  of  the  route,  which  brought  us 
into  acquamtance  with  many  persons. 

At  Shawneetown,  where  we  lay  a  short  timCy  I  went  out.  hunt- 
ing about  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash  with  one  Hanlon,  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  who  was  so  expert  in  the  use  of  the  rifle  that  he  brought 
down  single  pigeons  and  squirrels,  aiming  only  at  their  heads  or 
necks.  w. 

After  passing  below  the  Wabash,  the  Ohio  assumed  a  truly  ma- 
jestic flow.  Its  ample  volume,  great  expanse,  and  noble  shores, 
oould  not  fail  to  be  admired.    As  we  n^ared  the  picturesque  Gilve- 
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in-Rock  shore,  I  took  the  small  boiat,  and,  with  some  others,  landed 
to  view  this  traveler's  wonder.  It  recalled  to  me  the  dark  robber 
era  of  the  Ohio  Biyer,  and  the  tales  of  blood  and  strife  which  I 
had  read  of.  - 

The  cave  itself  is  4  striking  object  for  its  large  and  yawning 
month)  bnt,  to. the  geologist,  presents  nothing  novel.  Its  ample 
area  appears  to  have  been  frequently  encamped  in  by  the  buc^ 
neers  of  the  Mississippi.  We  were  told  of  narrow  and  secret 
passages  leading  above  into  the  rock,  but'  did  not  find  anything  of 
much  interest.  The  mouth  of  the  cave  was  formerly  concealed  by 
trees,  which  favored  the  boat  robbers ;  but  these  had  been  mostly 
felled.  As  the  scene  of  a  tale  of  imaginative  robber-life,  it  ap? 
peared  to  me  to  possess  great  attractions.  # 

Our  conductor  steered  for  Smithfield,  I  think  it  was  called,  at. 
the  mouth  of  the  Cumberland  River,  Tennesdee,  which  was  thought 
a  favorable  place  for  transferring  the  cargo  from  an  ark  to  a  keel* 
boat,  to  prepare  it  for  the  ascent  of  the  Mississippi  River;  for  we 
were  now  drawing  closely  towards  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio.  Here 
ensued  a  delay  of  many  days.  During  this  thne,  I  made  several 
excursions  in  this  part  of  Tennessee,  and  always  with  the  rifle  in 
hand,  in  the  use  of  which  I  had  now  become  expert  enough  to  kill 
small  game  without  destroying  it.  While  here,  some  of  General 
Jackson's  volunteers  from  his  wars  against  the  Creeks  and  Semi- 
noles  returned,  and  related  some  of  the  incidents  of  their  perilous 
campaign.  At,  length  a  keel-boat,  or  barge,  arrived,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Ensminger,  of  Saline,  which  discharged  its 
cargo  at  this  pointy  and  took. on  board  the  freight  of  Kemp  and 
Keen,  bound  to  St.  Louis,  in  Missouri. 

We  pursued  our  way,  under  the  force  of  oars,  which  soon  brought 
tta  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  where  the  captain  paused  to  prepare 
for  stemming  the  Mississippi.'  It  was  now  the  first  day  of  July, 
warm  and  balmy  during  the  mornings  and  evenings,  but  of  a  torrid 
heat  at  noon.  We  were  now  one  thousand  miles  below  Pittsburgh 
— a  distance  which  it  is  impossible  for  any  man  to  realize  from 
the  mere  reading  of  books.  This  ^lendid  valley  is  one  of  the 
prominent  creations  of  the  universe.  Its  fertility  and  beauty  are 
uneqnaled ;  and  its  capacities  of  sustaining  a  dense  population 
cannot  be  overrated.  Seven  States  border  on  its  waters,  and  they 
are  seven  States  which  are  destined  to  contribute  no  little  part  to 
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the  commeroe,  "wealth,  and  power  of  th^  Union.  It  h  idle  .to  talk 
of'  the  well-caltiYated  and  garden-like  little  -fivers  of  Europe,  of 
some  two  or  three  hundred  miles  in  lepgth,  compared  to  the  Ohio. 
There  is  nothing  like  it  in  all  Europe  for  its  great  length,  unin* 
terrupted  fertility,  and  varied  Tesources^  and  conseqi]^ent  power  to 
support  pn  immense  population*.  Yet  its  banks'  consist  not  of  a 
dead  level,  like  the  lower  Nile  and  Volga,  but  of  tindulating  plaibs 
and  hills,  which  afford  a  lively  flow  to  its  waters,  and  supply  an 
amount  of  hydraulic  power  Which  is  amasing.  The  riyer  itself  Is 
composed .  of  some  of  the  prime,  streams  of  the  country.  The 
Alleghany,  the  Monongahela,  the  Muskingum,  the  Miami,  the 
Wabash,  the  Cumberland,  ^d  the  Tennessee^  are  rivers  of  thd 
most  noble  proportions,  and  the  congregated  niass  of  water  roUs 
forward,  increasing  in.  volunie  and  magnificence,  until  the  scene 
delights  the  eye  by  its  displays  of  quiet,  lovely,  rural  magnitude 
and  physical  grandeur. 

Yet  all  this  is  but  an  element  in  the  vast  system  of  western 
waters.  It  reaches  the  Mississippi,  but  to  be  swallowed  up  and 
engulfed  by  that  titfbid  lind  rapid  stream,  which,  like  some  gap- 
ing, gigantic  monster,  running  wild  from  the  Ro6ky  Mountains  and 
the  Itasca  summit,  stands  ready  to  gulp  it  down^    The  scene  is 

,  truly  magnificent,  and  the  struggle  not  slight.  For  more  than 
twenty  miles,  the^tfansparent  blue  waters  of  the  Ohio  are  crowded 
along  the  Tennessee  coast.;  but  the  Mississippi,  swollen  by  its  sum- 
mer flood,  as  if  disd^dnful  of  its  rural  and  peace-like  properties, 
gains  the  mastery  before  reaching  Memphis,  and  carries  its  cha- 
racteristic of  turbid  geologic  power  for  a  thouSMd  miles  more, 
until  its  final  exit  into  the  Mexican  Qulf. 

I,  had  never  seen  such  a  sight.  ,1  had  lost  all  my  standards  of 
cimiparison.  -Compared  to  it,  my  little  home  streams  would  not  fill 
A  pint  cup ;  and,  like  a  man  suddenly  ushered  into  a  new  vrorld,  I 
was  amazed  at  the  scene  before  me.  Mere  amplitude  of  the  most 
ordinary  elements  of  water  and  alluvial  land  has  done  this.  The 
onward  rush  of  eternal  waters, was  an  idea  vaguely  floating  in  my 
mind.     The  Indians  appeared  to  have  embodied  th^i  idea  in  the 

K  word  Mississippi. 

Ensminger  was  a  stout  manly  fellow,  of  the  characteristic  traits  of 
Anglo-Saxon  daring ;  but  ho  thought  it  prudent  not  to  plunge  too 
hastily  into  this  mad  current,  and  we  slept  at  the  precise  point  of 
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emboacbdre,  where,  I  think,  Cairo  is  how  located.  Earlj  the  next 
morning  the  oarsmen  w^re  paraded,  like. so  many  militia,  on  the 
slatted  gunwales  of  the  barge,  each  armed  with  a  long  and  stent 
setting  pole,  shod  with  iron.  Ensmiiiger  himself  took  the  helm, 
and  the  toil  and  struggle  of  pushing  the  barge  up  stream  began. 
We  Were  obliged  to  keep  close  to  the  shore,  in  order  to  find  bottom 
for  the  poles,  and  whenever  that  gave  out,  the  men  instantly 
resorted  to  oars  to  gain  some  point  on  the  opposite  side,  where  bottom 
could  be  reached.  It  was  a  struggle  requiring  the  utmost  activity. 
The  water  was  so  turbid  that  we  could  not  perceive  objects  an  inch 
below  the  surface.  The  current  rushed  with  a  velocity  that  threat- 
ened to  carry  everything  before  it.  The  worst  effect  was  its  per- 
petual tendency  to  undermine  its  banks.  Often  heavy  portions  of 
the  banks  plunged  into  the  river,  endangering  boats  and  men.  The 
banks  consisted  of  dark  alluvion  ten  to  fifteen  feet  above  the  water, 
bearing  a  dense  growth  of  trees  and  shrubbery.  The  plunging  of 
these  banks  into  the  stream  often  mounded  like  thunder.  With 
every  exertion,  we  advanced  but  five  miles  the  first  day,  and  it  was 
a  long  July  day.  As  evening  came  on,  the  mosquitos  were  in 
hordes.  It  was  impossible  to  perform  the  ofiices  of  eating  or  drink- 
ing, without  suffering  the  keenest  torture  from  their  stings. 

The  second  day  we  ascended  six  miles,  the  third  day  seven 
miles,  the  fourth  day  six  miles,  and  the  fifth  eight  miles,  which 
brought  us  to  the  first' settlement  on  the  Missouri  shore,  called 
Tyawapaty  Bottom.  The  banks  in  this  distance  became  n^ore 
elevated,  and  we  appeared,  to  be  quitting  the  more  nascent  region. 
We  noticed  the  wild  turkey  and  gray  squirrel  ashore.  The  following 
day  we  went  but  three  miles,  when  the  severe  labor  caused  some 
of  the  bands  to  give  out..  Ensminger  was  a  man  not  easily  dis- 
couraged. He  lay  by  during  the  day,  and  the  next  morning  found 
means  to  move  ahead.  At  an  early  hour  we  reached  the  head  of 
the  settlement,  and  came  to  at  a  spot  called  the  Little  Chain  of 
Rocks.  The  fast  lands  of  the  Missouri  shore  here  jut  into  the  river, 
and  I  examined,  at  this  point,  a  remarkable  bed  of  white  clay, 
which  is  extensively  employed  by  the  local  mechanics  for  chalk, 
but  which  is  wholly  destitute  of  carbonic  acid.  We  ascended,  this 
day,  ten  miles ;  and  the  next  day  five  miles,  which  carried  us  to 
Cape  Girardeau-T-a  town  estimated  to  be  fifty  miles  above  the  mouth 
of  the  Ohio.     Here  were  about  fifty  houses,  situated  on  a  com- 
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manding  eminence.  We  had  been  landed  but  a  short  time,  when 
one  of  the  principal  merchants  of  the  place  sent  me  word  that  he. 
had  just' received  some- drugs  and  medicines  which  he  wished  me 
to  examine.  I  went  tip  directly  to  his  store,  when  it  turned  out 
that  he^  waS'  no  druggist  at  all,  nor  wished  my  skill  in  this  way,  but, 
haying  heard  there  Was  a  doctor  aboard,  he  had  taken  this  facetious 
mode  of  inviting  me  to  partake  of  some  refreshments.  I  regret 
that  I  have  forgotten  his  name.- 

The  next  day  we  ascended  seven  miles,  and  next  the  same  dis- 
tance, and  stopped  at  the  Moccason  Spring,  a  basin  of  limpid  wa- 
ter occupying  a  crevice  in  the  limestone  rock.  The  day  following 
we  ascended  but  five  miles,  and  the  next  day  seven  miles,  in' which 
distance  we  passed  the  Grand  Tower,  a  geological  monument 
rising  from  the  bed  of  the  liver,  which  stands  to  tell  of  some  great 
revolution  in  the  ancient  face  of  the  country.  The  Mississippi 
River  probably  broke  through  one  of  its  ancient  barriers  at  this 
place.  We  madd  three  unsuccessful  attempts  to  pass  Garlio  Point, 
where  wq  encountered  a  very  strong  current,  and  finally  dropped 
down  and  came  to,  for  the  night,  below  it,  the  men  being  much  ex- 
hausted  with  these  attempts.  We  renewed  the  effort  with  a  car^elle 
the  next  morning,  with  success,  but  not  without  exhausting  the 
men'so  much  that  two  of  them  refused  to  proceed,  who  were  im- 
mediately paid  off,  and  furnished  provisions  to  return.  We  suc- 
ceeded in. going  to  the  mouth  of  the  Obrazo,  about  half  a  mile 
higher,'  when  we  lay  by  all  day.  This  delay  enabled  Ensminger 
to  recruit  his  crew,  and  during  the  three  following  days  we  as- 
cended respectively  six,  seven,  and  ten  miles,  which  brought  us  to 
the  commencement  of  Bois-brule  bottom.  This  is  a  fertile,  and  was 
then  a  comparatively  populous,  settlement.  We  ascended  along  it 
about  seven  miles,  the  next  day  seven  more,  and  the  next  eleven, 
which  completed  the  ascent  to  the  antique  town  of  St.  Genevieve. 
About  three  hundred  houses  were  here  clustered  together,  which, 
with  their  inhabitants,  had  the  looks  which  we  may  fancy  to  belong 
to  the  times  of  Louis  XIV.  of  France.  It  was  the  chief  mart  of 
the  lead  mines,  situated  in  the  interior.  I  observed  heavy  stacks 
of  pig  lead  piled  up  about  the  warehouses.  We  remained  here 
the  nejct  day,  which  was  the  20th  of  July,  and  then  went  for- 
ward twelve  miles,  the  next  day  thirteen,  and  the  next  five, 
which,  brought  us,  at  noon,  to  the  town  of  Herculaneum,  con- 
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taining  some  thirty  or  forty  buildings,  excluding  three  picturesque- 
looking  shot  towers  on  the  top  of  the  rocky  cliffs  of  the  river. 
This  was  another  mart  of  the  lead  mines. 

I  determined  to  land  definitively  at  this  point,  purposing  to 
visit  the  mines,  after  completing  my  ascent  by  land  to  St.  Lotus. 
It  was  now  the  23d  of  July,  the  whole  of  which,  from  the  1st, 
we  had  spent  in  a  diligept  ascent  of  the  river,  by  setting  pole 
and  cordelle,  from  the  junction  of  the  Ohio — a  distance  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy  miles.  We  were  still  thirty  miles  above  8t^ 
Louis. 

I  have  detailed  some  of  the  incidents  of  the  journey,  in' 
order  to  denote  the  di£Sculties  of  the  ascent  with  barges  prior  to 
the  introduction  of  steam,  and  also  the  means  which  this  slow- 
ness of  motion  gave  me  of  bec<Mning  acquainted  with  the  physical 
character  of  this  river  and  its  shores.  A  large  part  of  the  west 
banks  I  had  traveled  on  foot,  and  gleaned  several  facts  in  its 
mineralogy  and  geology  which  made  it  an  initial  point  in  my  future 
observations.  The  metalliferous  formation  is  first  noticed  at  the 
little  chain  of  rocks.  From  the  Grand  Tower,  the  western  shores^ 
become  precipitous,  showing  sections  and  piled-up  pinnacles  of  the 
series  of  horizontal  sandstones  and  limestones  which  characterise 
the  imposing  coast.  Had  I  passed  it  in  a  steamer,  downward 
bound,  as  at  this  day,  in  forty-eight  hours,  I  should  have  had  none 
but  the  vaguest  and  most  general  conceptions  of  its  character. 
But  I  went  to  glean  facts  in  its  natural  history,  and  I  knew  these 
required  careful  personal,  inspection  of  minute  as  well  as  general 
features.  There  may  be  a  sort  of  horseback  theory  of  geology ; 
but  mineralogy^  and  the  natural  sciences  generally,  must  be  in- 
vestigated on  foot,  hammer  or  goiiiometer  in  hand. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Reception  fkt'Hercul&neam,  and  introduction  to  the  founder  of  the  first 

American  colony  in  Te^as,  Mr.  Austin — His  character — Continuation  of 

the  JQumej  on  foot  to  St.  Louis^— Incidents  by  the  way — Trip  to  the  mines 

^^urrey  of  the  mine  country — ^Expedition  from  Potosi  into  the  Osark 

Mountains,  and  return,  a^ter  a  winter's  abseqfce,  to  Potosi. 

'  1818.  The  familiar  conyer3ation  on  shore  of  mj  frien^y-  ajaso- 
ciateS)  speaking  of  a  doctor  on  board  who  was  inquiring,  into  the 
.  natural  history  and  value  of  the  country  at  every  point,  procured 
me  quite  unexpectedly  a  favorable  reception  at  Herculaneum,  as 
it  had  done  at  Cape  Girardeau.  I  was  introduced  to  Mr.  Austin, 
the  elder,  who,  on  learning  my  intention  of  visiting  the  mines, 
offered  every  facility  in.  his  power  to  favor  my  views. ,  Mr.  Austin 
was  a  gentleman  of  general  information,  easy  and  polite  manners, 
and  enthusiastic  character.  He  had^  with  his  connection^,' the 
Bates,  I  believe,  been  the  founder  of  Herculaneum,  and  was  soli- 
citous to  secure  it  a  share  of  the  lead  trade,  which  had  been  so 
long  atid  exclusively  enjoyed  by  St.  Genevieve.  He  was  a  man  of 
very  decided  enterprise^  inclined  to  the  manners  of  the  old  school 
gentlemen,  which  had,  I  believe,  narrowed  his  popularity^  and  ex- 
posed him  to  some  strong  feuds,  in  the  interior,  where  his  estates . 
lay.  He  was  a  diligent  reader  of  the  current  things  of  the  day; 
and  watched  closely  the  signs  of  the  times.  He  had  lived  in  the. 
capital  of  Virginia,  where  he  married.  He  had  been  engaged  ex- 
tensively as  a  merchant  and  miner  in  Wyeth  county,  in  the  western 
part  of  that  State.  He  had  crossed  the  wilderness  west  of  the 
Ohio  River,  at  an  early  day,  to  St  Louis,  then  a  Spanish  interior 
capital.  He  had  been  received  by  the  Spanish  authorities  with 
attentions,  atid  awarded  a  large  grant  of  the  mining  lands.  He 
had  remained  under  the  French  period  of  supremacy,  and  had 
been  for  about  sixteen  years  a  resident  of  the  region  when  it  was 
ti'ansferred  by  purchase  to' the  United  States.     The  family  had 
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been  from  an  early  day,  the  first  in  point  of  civilization  in  the 
country.  And  as  his  position  seemed  to  wane,,  and  clouds  to  hover 
over  his  estates,  he  seemed  restless,  and  desirous  to  transfer  his 
influence  to  another  theatre  of  action.  From  my  earliest  conversa- 
tions with  him,  he  had  fixed  his  mind  on  Texas,  and  spoke  with 
enthusiasm  about  it.  '  . 

I  left  my  baggage,  consisting  of  two  well-filled  trunks,  in  charge 
of  Mr.  Ellis,  a  worthy  innkeeper  of  the  town,  and  when  I  was 
ready  to  continue  my  way  on  foot  for  St.  Louis,  I  was  joined  in 
this  journey  by  Messrs.  Kemp  and  Keen,  my  fellow-voyagers  on 
the  water  from  Louisville.  We  set  out  on  the  26th  of  the  month. 
The  weather  was  hot  and  the  atmosphere  seemed  to  b^  lifeless  and. 
heavy.  Our  road  lay  over  gentle  hills,  in  a  state  of  nature.  The 
grass  had  b,ut  in  few  places  been  disturbed  by  the  plough,  or  the 
trees  by  the  axe.  The  red  clay  soil  seemed  fitter  for  tho  miner 
than  the  farmer. 

At  the  distance  of  seven  miles,  we  came  to  a  remarkable  locality 
of  springs  strongly  impregnated  with  sulphur,  which  bubbled  up 
from  the  groundv  They  were  remarkably  clear  and  cold,  and  de- 
posited a  li^ht  sediment  of  sulphur,  along  the  little  rills  by  which 
they  found  an  outlet  into  a  rapid  stream,,  which  was  tributary  to 
the  Mississippi. 

Five  miles  beyond  these  springs,  we  reached  the  valley  of  the 
Merrimack,  just  at  nightfall;  and  notwithstanding  the  threaten- 
ing atmosphere,  and  tlie  commencement  of  rain,  before  we  de- 
scended to  the  stream,  we  prevailed  with  the  ferryman  to  go  down 
and  set  us  over,  which  wo  urged  with  the  view  of  reaching  a  house 
within  less  than  a  mile  of  the  other  bank.  Ue  landed  us  at  the 
right  spot ;  but  the  darkness  had  now  become  so  intense  that  we 
could  not  keep  the  road,  and  groped  our  way  along  an  old  wheel- 
track  into  the  forest.  It  also  came  on  to  rain  hard.  We  at  last 
stood  still.     We  were  lost  in  utter  darkness,  and  exposed  to  a  pelt- 

r 

ing  storm.  After  a  while  we  heard  a  faint  stroke  of  a  cow  bell. 
We  listened  attentively;  it  was  repeated  at  long  intervals,  but 
faintly,  as  if  the  animal  was  housed.  It  gave  us  the  direction, 
which  was  quite  different  from  the  course  we  had  followed.  No 
obstacle,  though  there  were  many,  prevented  us  from  reaching  the 
house,  where  we  arrived  wet  and  hungry,  and  half  dead  with 
fatigue. 
8 
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The  Merrimack,  in  whose  valley  we  were  thus  entangled,  is  the 
prime  outlet  of  the  various  streams  of  the  mine  country,  whore- Ke- 
nault,  and  Arnault,  and  other  French  explorers,  expended  their 
researches  during  the  exciting  era  of  the  celebrated  illusory  Missis- 
sippi scheme. 

The  next  day  we  crossed  an  elevated  arid  tract  for  twelve  miles 
to  the  village  of  Carondalet,  without  encountering  a  house,  or  an 
acre  of  land  in  cultivation.  On  this  tract,  which  formed  a  sort  of 
oak  orchard,  with  high  grass,  and  was. a  range  for  wild  deer,  Jef- 
ferson Barracks  have  since  been  located.  Six  miles  further  brought 
ue  to  the  town  of.  St."  Louis,  over  an  elevated  brushy  plain,  in 
which  the  soil  assumed  a  decidedly  fertile  aspect,  W,e  arrired 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  had  a  pleasant  evening  to 
view  its  fine  site,  based  as  it  is  on  solid  limestone  rock,  where  no 
encroachment  of  the  headlong  Mississippi  can  ever  endanger  its 
safety.  I  was  delighted  with  the  site,  and  its  capacity  for  expan- 
sion, and  cannot  conceive  of  one  in  America,  situated  in,  the  in- 
terior,  which  appears  destined  to  rival  it  in  population,  wealth, 
power,  and  resources.  It  is  idle  to  talk  of  any  city  of  flurope 
or  Asia,  situated  as  this  is,  twelve  hundred  liiiles  from  the 'sea,  > 
which  can  be  named  as  its  future  equal. 

It  was  now  the  27th  of  July,  and  the  river,  which  had  been  swol- 
len by  the  Missouri  floods  was  rapidly  fallings  and  almost  diminished 
to  its  summer  minimum.  It  left  a  lieavy  deposit  of  mud  on  its  im- 
mediate shores,  which,  as  it  dried  in  the  sun,  cracked  into  fragments, 
which  were  often  a  foot  thick.  TKese  cakes  of  dried  sediment  con- 
sisted  chiefly  of  sand  and  sufficient  aluminous  matter  to  render  the 
whole  body  of  the  deposit  adhesive.. 

I  was  kindly  received  by  R.  Pettibone,.  l^q.,  a  townsman 
from  New  York,  from  whom  I  had  parted  at  PittsT)urgh.  This  gen- 
tleman bad  established  himself  in  business  with  Col.  Eastmai^  and 
as  soon  as  he  heard  of  my  arrival,  invited  me  to  his  house,  where  I 
remained  until  I  was  ready  to  proceed  to  the  mines.  I  examined 
whatever  seemed  worth  notice  in  the  town  audits  environs.  I 
then  descended  the  Mississippi  in  a  skiff  about  thirty  inile?  to 
Herculaneum,  and  the  next  day  set  out,  on  foot,  at  an  early  hour, 
for  the  mines.  I  had  an  idea  that  every  effective  labor  should  be 
commenced  right,  and,  as  I  purposed  examining  th^  mineralogy 
and  geology  of  the  mine  tract,  I  did  not  think  that  could  be  mpre ' 
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thoroughly- accomplished  ^han  on  foot.      I  ordered  my  baggage  to 

follow  me  by  the  earliest  returning  lead  teams.     True  it  was  sultry, 

and  much  of  the  first  part  of  the  way,  I  was  informed,  was  very 

thinly  settled.     I  went  the  first  day,  sixteen  miles,  and  reached 

the  head  of  Joachim  Creek.    In  this  distance,  I  did  not,  after 

quitting  the  environs  of  the  town,  pass  a  house.     The  country  lay 

in  its  primitive  state.     Fot  the  pturpose  of  obtaining  a  good  road, 

an  elevated  arid  ridge  had  been  pursued  much  of  the  way.     In 

crossing  this,  I  suffered  severely  from  heat  and  thirst,  and  the  only 

place  where  I  saw  water  was   in  a  rut,  which  I  frightened  a  wild 

turkey  from  partaking  of,  in  order  to  stoop  down  to  it  myself.     As 

soon  as  I  reached  the  farm  house,  where  I  stopped  at  an  early  hour, 

1  went  down  to  the  creek,  and  bathed  in  its  refreshing  current. 

This,  with  a  night*s  repose,  perfectly  restored  me.      The  next  day 

I  crossed  Grand  River,  and  weint  to  the  vicinity  of  Old  mines, 

when  a  sudden  storm  compelled  me  to  take  shelter  at  the  first  house, 

where  I  passed  my  second  night.     In  this  distance  I  visited  the 

mining  station  of  John  Smith  T.  at  his  place  of  Shibboleth.    Smith 

was  a  bold  and  indomitable  man,  originally  from  Tennessee,  who 

possessed  a  marked  individuality  of  character,  and  being  a  great 

shot  with  pistol  and  rifle,  had  put  the  country  in  dread  of  him. 

After  crossing  Big  or  Grand  River,  I  was  fairly  within  the  mine 
country,  and  new  objects  began  to  attract  my  attention  on  every 
hand-  The  third  day,  at  an  early  hour,  I  reached  Potosi,  and  took 
up  my  residence  at  Mr.  W.  Ficklin's,  a  most  worthy  and  estimable 
KentUckian,  who  had  a  fund  of  adventurous  lore  of  forest  life  to  tell, 
having,  in  early  life,  been  a  spy  and  a  hunter  "  on  the  dark  and 
bloody  ground.*'  With  him  I  was  soon  at  home,  and  to  him  I  owe 
much  of  my  early  knowledge  of  wood-craft.  The  day  after  my 
arrival  was  the  general  election  of  the  (then)  Territory  of  Missouri, 
and  the  district  elected  Mr.  Stephen  F.  Austin  to  the  local  legisla- 
ture. I  was  introduced  to  him,  and  also  to  the  leading  gentlemen 
of  the  county,  on  the  day  of  the  election,  which  brought"  them  to- 
gether. Mr.  Austin,  the  elder,  also  arrived.  This  gathering  was  a 
propitious  circumstance  for  my  explorations ;  no  mineralogist  had 
ever  visited  the  country.  Coming  from  the  quarter  I  did,  and  with 
the  object  I  had,  there  was  a  general  interest  excited  on  the  subject, 
and  each  one  appeared  to  feel  a  desire  to  show  me  attentions. 
Mr.  Stephen  F.  Austin  invited  me  to  take  rooms  at  the  old 
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Austin  mansion  ;  he.  requested  me  to  make  one  of  them  a  depot 
for  mj  mineralogical  collections,  and  he  rpde  out  with  me  to  ex- 
amine several  mines.  /  '  . 

He  was  a  gentleman  of  an  acute  and  cuHivated  mind,  and 
great  suavity  of  manners.  He  Appreciated  the  object  of  my  visit, 
and  saw  at  once  the  advantQ,ges  that  might  result  fr6m  the 
publication  of  a  work  on  the  subject.  For  Missouri,  like  the  other 
portions  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,-  had  come  out  of  the  Late  War 
with  exh?,U8tion.  The  effects  of  i  peace  were  to.lower  her  staples, 
lead,  and  furs,  and  she  also  severely  felt  the  reactJon'of  the  paper 
money  system,  which  had  created  extensive  derangement  and  de- 
pression. He  possessed  a  cautious,  penetrathig  mind,  and  was  a 
man  of  elevated  views.  He  had  looked  deeply  into  the  problem 
of  western  settlement,  and  the  progress  of  American  arts,  educa- 
tion, and  modes  of  thinking  and  action  over  the  whole  western 
world,  and  was  thep  meditating  a  movement  on  the  Red  River  of 
Arkansas^  and  eventually  Texas.  He  foresaw  the  extension  in 
the  Mississippi  Valley  of  the  American  system  of  civilization,  to 
the  modification  and  exclusion  of  the  old  Spanish  and  French 
elements. 

Mr,  Austin  accompanied  tne  in  several  of  my  explorations. 
On  one  of  these  excursions,  while  stopping  at  a  planter's  who 
owned  a  mill,  I  saw  several  large  masses  of  sienite,  lying  on  the 
ground ;  and  on  inquiry  where  this  material  could  come  from,  in 
the  midst  of  a  limestone  country,  was  informed  that  it  was  brought 
from  the  waters  of  the  St.  Francis,  to  serve  the  purpose  of  mill- 
stones. This  furnished  the  hint  for  a  visit  to  that  stream,  which 
resulted  in  the  discovery  of  the  primitive  tract,  embracing  the 
sources  of  the  St.  Francis  and  Big  Rivers. 

I  found  rising  of  forty  principal  mines  scattered  over  a  dis- 
trict of  some  twenty  miles,  running  parallel  to,  and  about  thirty 
miles  west  of,  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi. .  I  spent  about  three 
months  in  these  examinations,  and  as  auxiliary  means  thereto,  built 
a  chemical  furnace,  for  assays,  in  Mr.  Austin's  old  smelting-house, 
and  cpUected  specimens  of  the  various  minerals  of  the  country. 
Some  of  my  excursions  were  made  on  foot,  some  on  horseback,  and 
some  in  a  single  wagon.  I  unwittingly  killed  a  horse  in  these 
trips,  in  swimming  a  river,  when  the  animal  was  ovet-heatcd;  at 
least  he  was  found  dead  next  morning  in  the  stable. 
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In  the  month  of  Octoher  I  resolved  to  push  my  examinations 
west  beyond  the  line  of  settlement,  and  to  extend  them  into  the 
Ozark  Mountains.  By  this  term  is  meant  a  wide  range  of  hill  coun- 
try running  from  the  head  of  the  Merrimackeoutherly  through  Mis- 
souri and  Arkansas.  In  this  enterprise  several  persons  agreed  to 
unite.  I  went  to  St.  Louis,  and  interested  a  brother  of  my  friena 
Pettibone  in  the  plan.  I  found  my  old  fellow-voyager,  Brigham, 
on  the  American  bottom  in  Illinois,  where  he  had  cultivated  some 
large  fields  of  com,  and  Where  he  had  contracted  fever  and  ague, 
lie  agreed,  however,  to  go,  and  reached  the  point  of  rendezvous, 
at  Potosi;  but  he  had  been  so  enfeebled  as  to  bo  obliged  to  return 
from  that  point.  The  brother  of  Pettibone  arrived.  He  had  no 
tastes  for  natural  history,  but  it  was  a  season  of  leisure,  and  he 
was  prone  for  the  adventure.  But  the  experienced  woodsmen 
who  had  agreed  to  go,  and  who  had  talked  largely  of  encountering 
bears  and  Osage  Indians,  and  slaughtering  buffalo,  one  by  one  gave 
out.  I  was  resolved  myself  to  proceed,  whoever  might  flinch.  I 
had  purchased  a  horse,  constructed  a  pack  saddle  with  my  own 
hands,  and  made  every  preparation*  that  was  deemed  necessary. 
On  the  Cth  of  November  I  set  out.  Mr.  Ficklin,  my  good  host, 
accompanied  jne  to  the  outskirts  of  the  settlement.  He  was  an 
old  woodsman,  and  gave  me  proper  directions  about  hobbling  my 
horse  at  night,  and  imparted  other  precautions  necessary  to  secure 
a  man's  life  against  wild  animals  and  savages.  My  St  Louis 
auxiliary  stood  stoutly  by  me.  If  he  had  not  much  poetry  in  his 
composition,  he  was  a  reliable  man  in  all  weathers,  and  might  be 
counted  upon  to  do  his  part  willingly. 

This  journey  had,  on  reflection,  much  daring  and  adventure.  It 
constitutes  my  initial  point  of  travels  ;  but,  as  I  have  described  it 
from  my  journal,  in  a  separate  form,  it  will  not  be  necessary  here 
to  do  more  than  say  that  it  was  successfully  accomplished.  After 
spending  the  fall  of  1818,  and  the  winter  of  1819,  in  a  series  of 
adventures  in  barren,  wild,  and  mountainous  scenes,  we  came  out 
on  the  tributary  waters  of  the  Arkansas,  down  which  we  descended 
in  a  log  canoe.  On  the  Strawberry  River,  my  ankle,  which  I  had 
injured  by  leaping  from  a  wall  of  rock  while  hunting  in  the  Green 
Mountains  four  years  before,  inflamed,  and  caused  me  to  lie  by  a 
few  days ;  which  was  the  only  injury  I  received  in  the  route. 
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I  returned  to  Potosi  in  February.  The  first  maci  I  me,t  (Major 
Hawkins),  oo  reaching  the  out^r  settlements,  expressed  surprise  at 
seeing  me,  as  he  had  heard  from  the  hunters,  who  had  been  on 
mj  trail  about  eighty  miles  to  the  Saltpetre  caves  on  the  Cur- 
rents Riyer,  t^t  I  .had  been  Ulled  by  th,e  Indians.  Every  oo^e 
was  pleased  to  see  me,  and  no  one  more  so  than  my  kind  Ken- 
tiicky  host,  who  had  been  the  last  to  bid  me  adieu  on  the  verge  of 
the  wilderness. 
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CHAPTER   ly. 

I 

Sit  down  to  write  an  account  of  the  mines — Medical  properties  of  the  Mis- 
siBsippi  water — Expedition  to  the  Yellow  Stone — Resolve  to  visit  Wash- 
ington with'  a  plan  of  managing  the  mines — Descend  the  river  from  St. 
Genevieve  to  New  Orleans — Incidents  of  the  trip — Take  passage  in  a  ship 
fur  New  York — Reception  with  my  collectjion  there — Publish  my  memoir 
on  the  mines,  and  proceed  with  it  to  Washington — ^Result  of  my  plan- 
Appointed  geologist  and  mineralogist  on  an  expedition  to  the  sources  of 
the  Mississippi. 

1819.  I  now'  sat  down  to  draw  np  a  desoription  of  the  mine 
country  and  its  various  mineral  resources.  Having  finished  my 
expedition  to  the  south,  I  felt  a  strong  desire  to  extend  my  obser- 
vations up  the  Mississippi  to  St.  Anthony's  Falls,  and  into  the 
copper-bearing  regions  of  that  latitude.  Immediately  I  wrot^  to 
the  Hon.  J.  B.  Thomas,  of  Illinois,  the  only  gentleman  I  knew  at 
Washington,  on  the  subject,  giving  him  a  brief  description  of  my 
expedition  into  the  Ozarks.  I  did  not  know  that  another  move- 
ment, in  a  far  distant  region,  was  then  on  foot  for  exploring  the 
same  Iatitudes,^th  which  it  was  my  fortune  eventually  to  be  con- 
nected. I  allude  to  the  expedition  from  Detroit  in  1820,  under 
Greneral  Cass. 

I  had,  at  this  time,  personally  visited  every  mine  or  digging  of 
consequence  in  the  Missouri  country,  and  had  traced  its  geological 
relations  into  Arkans^.  I  was  engaged  on  this  paper  assiduously. 
When  it  was  finished,  I  read  it  to  persons  well  acquainted  with 
the  region,  and  sought  opportunities  of  personal  criticism  upon  it. 

The  months  of  February  and  March  had  now  glided  away. 
Too  close  a  confinement  to  my  room,  however^  affected  my  health. 
The  great  change  of  life  from  camping  out,  and  the  rough  scenes 
of  the  forest,  could  not  fail  to  disturb  the  functional  secretions. 
An  obstruction  of  the  liver  developed  itself  in  a  decided  ease  of 
jaundice.    After  the  usual  remedies,  I  made  a  journey  from  Po- 
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tosi  to  the  Mississippi  River,  for  the  purpose  of  ascending  that 
stream  on  a  barge,  in  order  that  I  might  be  compelled  to  drink  its 
turbid,  but  healthy  waters,  and  partake  again  of  something  like 
fi^ld  fare.     The  experiment  succeeded. 

The  trip  had  the  desired  effect,  and  I  returned  in  a  short  time 
from  St>.  Louis  to'  Mine  au  Breton  in  completely  restored  health. 

At  Herculaneum,  I  was  introduced  to  Major  Stephen  H.  Long, 
of  the  United  States  Topographical  Engineers^  who  was  now  on  his 
way,  in  the  sijiall  steamer  Western  I'ioneer,  up  the  Missouri  to  the 
Yellow  Stone.  I  went  on  board  the  boat  and  was  also  introduciBd 
to  Mr.  Slay,  the  entomologist  and  conchologist,  Mr.  Jessup  the 
geologist,  and  other  gentlemen  composing  the  scientific  (3orps. 
"  Thi&  expedition  Was  the  first  evidence  to  my  mind  of  the  United 
Stated  Government  turning  attention,  in  connection  with  practical 
objects,. to  matters  of  science,  and  the  effort  was  due,  I  imder^tand, 
to  the  enlightened  mind  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  then  Secretary  of  War- 
It  occurred  to  me,  after  my  return  to  Potosi,  that  the  subject  of  the 
mines  which  I  had  been  inquiring  about,  so  far  as  relates  to  their 
management  as  apart  of  the  public  domain,  was  one  that  belonged 
properly  to  the  United  Sta-tes  Government;  Missouri  was  but  a  ter- 
ritory having  only  inchoate  rights.  The  whole  mineral  domain  was 
.held,  in  fee,  by  the  General  Government,  and  whatever  irregularity 
had  been  seen  about  the  collections  of  rents,  &c.,  constituted  a  ques- 
tion which  Congress  could  only  solve.  I  determined  to  visit  Wash- 
ington, aiid  lay  the  subject  before  the  President.  As  soon  as  I  had 
made  this  determination,  everything  boWed  to  this  idea.  I  made 
a  rapid  visit,  on  horseback,  to  St.  Louis,  with  my  manuscript,  to 
consult  a  friend,  who  entirely  concurred  in  this  view.  If  the 
mines  were  ever  to  bo  put  on  a  proper  basia,  and  the  public  to 
derive  a  benefit  from  them,  the  government  must  do  it. 

As  soon  as  I  returned  to  Potosi,  I  packed  my  collection  of 
mineralogy,  &c.  I  ordered  the  boxes  by  the  lead  teams  to  St. 
txcnevicve.  I  went  to  the  same  point  myself,  and,  taking  passage 
in  the  new  steamer  "St.  Louis,"  descended  the  Mississippi  to  New 
Orleans.  The  trip  occupied  some  days.  I  repassed  the  junction 
of  the  Ohio  with  deep  interest.  It  is  not  only  the .  importance  of 
geographical  events  that  impresses  us.  The  nature  of  the  pheno- 
ijaena  is  often  of  the  highest  moral  moment. 
An  interesting  incident  occurred  as  soon  as  I  got  on  board  the 


PEHBOlfAL  MEMOIRS.  41 

steamer*  The  captaiii  hq^nded me  a  letter.  I  openedit,  and  found 
it  to  contain  money  from  the  secretary  of  a  secret  society.  I  was 
surprised  at  such  ah  ocfcurrence,  but  I  confess  not  displeased.  I 
had  kept  my  pecuniary  affairs  to  myself.  My  wardrobe  and  bag- 
gage were  such  as  everywhere  to  make  a  respectable  appearance. 
If  I  economized  in  travel  and  outlay,  I  possessed  the  dignity  of 
keeping  my,  own  secret.  One  night,  as  I  lay  sleepless  in  a  dark 
but  double-bedded  room,  to  old  gentleman — a  disbanded  officer, 
I  think,  whose  health  disturbed  his  repose — began  a  conversation 
of  a  peculiar  kind,  and  aftked  me  whether  I  was  not  a  Freemason, 
Darkness,  and  the  distance  I  was  from  him,  induced  a  studiedly 
cautious  rieply.  But  a  denouement  the  next  day  followed.  This 
incident  was  the  only  explanation  the  unwonted  and  wholly  unex- 
pected remittance  admitted.  A  stranger,  traveling  to  a  southern 
and  sickly  city  to  embark  for  a  distant.  State,  perhaps  never  to  re- 
turn— the  act  appeared  to  me  one  of  pure  benevolence,  and  it  re- 
veals a  trait  which  should  wipe  away  many  an  error  of  judgment 
or  feeling. 

The  voyage  down  this  stream  was  an  exciting  one,  and  replete 
with  novel  scenes  and  incidents.  *  The  portion  of  the  river  above 
the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  which  it  had  taken  me  twenty  days  to 
ascend  in  a  barge,  we  were  not  forty-^ight  hours  in  descending. 
Trees,  points  of  land,  islandsj^  every  physical  object  on  shore,  we 
rushed  by  with  a  velocity  that  left  but  vague  and  indistinct  im- 
pressions. We  seemed  floating,  as  it  were,  on  the  waters  of  chaos, 
where  mud,  trees,  boats,  were  carried  along  swiftly  by  the  current, 
without  any  additional  impulse  of  a  steam-engine,  puffing  itself 
off  at  every  stroke  of  the  piston.  The  whole  voyage  to  New  Or- 
leans had  som,e  analogy  to  the  recollection  of  a  gay  dream,  in 
which  objects  were  recollected  as  a  long  linfe  of  loosely-connected 
panoramic  fragments. 

At  New  Orleans,  "where  I  remained  several  days,  I  took  passage 
in  the  brig  Arethusa,  Captain  H.  Leslie,  for  New  York. 

WhUe  at  anchor  at  the  Balize,  we  wore  one  night  under  appre- 
hensions from  pirates,  but  the  night  passed  away  without  any 
attack.  The  mud  and  alluvial  drift  of  the  Mississippi  extend 
many  leagues  into  the  gulf.  It  was  evident  that  the  whole  delta 
had  been  formed  by  the  deposits  made  in  the  course  of  ages.  Buried 
trees,  and  other  forms  of  organic  life,  which  have  been  disinterred 
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from  the  banks  of  die  river,  as  high,  .not  only  as  l^ew  Orleans 
and  Natchez,  but  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  show  this.  It  must 
foe  evident  to  every  one  who  takes  the  trouble  to  examine  the  phe- 
nomena, that  an, arm  pf  the  gulf  anciently  extended  to  this  point ; 
and  that  the  Ohio,^the  Arkansas,  Bed  Biver,>and  other  tributaries 
of  the  present  day,  as  well,  as  the  main  Mississippi,  had  at  that 
epoch  entered  this  ancient  arm  of  the.^f.  Handed  at  the  lights 
house  at  the  Balize.  We  had  to  walk  on  planks  supported  by 
stakes  in  the  water.  A  sea  of  waving  grass  rose  above  the  liquid 
plain,  and  extended  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach^  About  twelve  or 
fourteen  inches  depth  x)f  water  spread  ovpr  the  land.  A  light-house 
of  brick  or  stone,  formerly  built  on  this  mud  plain,  east  jof  the  main 
pass,  had  partially  sunk,  and  hung  in  a  diagonal  line  to  the  horir 
zon,  reminding  the  spectator  of  the  insecurity  of  all  solid  struc- 
tures on  such  a  nascent  t)asis.  The  present  light-house  was  o^  wood. 
It  was  evident,  howover,  that  here  were  deposited  millions  of  acres 
of  the  richest  alluvion  on  the  globe,  and  in  future  times,  another 
Holland  may  be  expected  to  be  rescued  from  the  dominions  of  the 
ocean.  As  we  passed  out  into  the  gulf,  another  evidence  of  the  dan- 
ger of  the  channel  met  our  view,  in  the  wreck  of  a  stranded  vesseL 
The  vast  stain  of  mud  and  alluvial  filth  extended  f(^  llBagues  into 
the  gulf.  As  the  vessel  began  to  take  the  rise  and  swell  of  th^ 
sea,  I  traversed  the  deck  diligently,  atid,  by  dint  of  perseverajace 
in  keeping  the  deck,  escaped  sea-sickness.  I  had  never,  been  at 
sea  before.  When  the  land  had  vanished  at  all  points,  and  there 
was  nothiqg  in  sight  but  deep  blue  water  around  us  and  a  sky 
tibove,^  the  scene  was  truly  sublime ;  thsr®  was  a*  mental  reaction, 
impressing  a  lesson  of  the  insignificance  of  man,  which  I  had  never 
before  felt. 

We  passed  the  Gulf  of  Florida,  heaving  in  sight  on  one  side,  as 
we  passed,  of  the  Tortugas,  and,  on  the  other,  of  the  Mora  Castle  of 
Havana,  after  which  there  was  little  to  be  noticed,  but  changes  in  the 
Gtilf  Stream,  fishes,  sea-birds,  ships,  and  the  constant  mutations 
from  tempests  to  the  deep  blue  waters  of  a  calm,  till  we  hove  in 
sight  of  the  Neversinks,  and  entered  the  noble  bay  of  New  York. 

It  was  the  third  of  August  when  I  reached  the  city,  having 
stayed  out  my  quarantine  faithfully  on  Staten  Island,  the  mine- 
ralogy and  geological  structure  of  which  I  completely  explored 
during  that  period  of  municipal  regimen — for  it  was  the  season  of 
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yellow  fever,  and  there  was  &  rigid  quarantine.  Dr.  Dewitt,  the 
health  officer,  who  had  known  my  father,  received  me  very  kindly, 
and  my  time  wore  off  imperceptibly,  while  I  footed  its  serpentine 
vales  and  magnesiaQ  plains. 

On  reaching  the  city,  I  fixed  my  lodgings  at  a  point  on  the  banks 
of  the  Hudson,  or  rather  at  its  point  of  confluence  with  the  noble 
bay  (71  Courtland),  where  I  could  overlook  its  islands  and  busy 
water  craft,  ever  in  motion. 

I  had  now  completed,  by  land  and  water,  a  circuit  of  the 
Union,  haying  traveled  some  6000  miles.  My  arrival  was  oppor- 
tune. No  traveler  of  modem  times  had  thrown  himself  upon  the 
success  of  his  jBCientific  observations,. and  I  was  hailed,  by  the  sci- 
entific public,  as  the  first  one  who  had  ever  brought  a  collection  of 
the  mineral  productions  of  the  Mississippi  Valley.  My  collection, 
which  was  large  and  splendid,  was  the  means  of  introducing  me  to 
men  of  science  at  New  York  and  elsewhere.  Dr.  Samuel  L. 
Mitchell  and  Dr.  D.  Hosack,  who  were  then  in  the  zenith  of  their 
fame,  cordially  received  me.  The  natural  sciences  were  then 
chiefly  in  the  hands  of  physicians,  and  there  was  scarcely  a  man  , 
of  note  in  these  departments  of  inquiry  who  was  not  soon  num- 
bered among  my  acquaintances.  Dr.  John  Torrey  ,was  then  a 
young  man,  who  had  just  published  his  first  botanical  work.  Dr. 
A.  W.  Ives  warmly  interested  himself  in  my  l)ehalf,  and  I  had 
literary  friends  on  every  side.  Among  these  Gov.  De  Witt  Clin- 
ton was  promkient. 

I  had  fixed  my  lodgings  where  the  Hudson  l^ver,  and  the  noble 
bay  of  New  York  and  its  islands,  were  in  full  view  from  my  window. 
Here  I  opened  my  collection,  and  invited  men  of  science  to  view  it. 
I  put  to  press  my  observations  on  the  mines  and  physical  geography 
of  the  West.^  I  also  wrote  a  letter  on  its  resources,  which  was  pub- 
lished by  the  Corresponding  Association  of  Internal  Improvements. 
The  Lyceum  of  Natural  History,  and  the  Historical  Society,  each 
admitted  me  to  membership.  My  work  was  puUished  about  the 
25th  of  November.  As  soon  as  it  was  announced,  I  took  copies  of 
it,  and  proceeded  to  Washington,  where  I  was  favorably  received. 
I  lost  no  time  in  calling  on  Mr.  Monroe,  and  the  Secretaries  of 
War  and  of  the  Treasury.  Mr.  Monroe  took  up  his  commonplace- 
book,  and  made  memorandums  of  my  statements  respecting  the 
mines.    Mr.  Calhoun  received  me  cordially,  and  said  that  the  juris- 
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diction  of  the  mines  wns  not  in  his  department.  Butlte  had  received 
a  memoir  from  General  Ca^s,  Governor  of.  Michigan,  proposing  to 
exploro  the  sources  of  the  Mississfippi,  through  the  Lakes,  and  sug- 
gesting that  a  naturalist,  conversant  with  mineralogy,  should  ac- 
company him,  to  inquire  into  the  Supposed  value  "-of  the  Lake  Su- 
perior copper  mines.  He  tendered  me  the  place,  and  stated  the 
compensation.  The  latter  was  dmall,  but  the  situation  aj^eared  to 
me  to  be  one  which  was  not  to  be  overlooked.  I  accepted  it.  It 
seemed  to  be  the  bottom  step  in  a  ladder  which  I* ought  to  climb. 
Small  events,  it  has  b^en  said,  lead  a  man,  and  decide  his  course  in 
life  ;  and  whether  this  step  was  important  in  mine',  may  be  better 
judged  of^  perhaps,  when  these  notes  shall  have  been  read.  • 

'  In  the  mean  time,  while  I  accepted  this  place,  the  subject  of  the 
management  and  superintendence  of  the  western  mines  appeared 
to  be  fully  appreciated  by  ifr.  Calhoim  and  Mr.  Crawford,  the 
latter  of  whom  requested  a  written  statement  on  the  subject ;  and 
it  was.  held  for  further  consideration.*  I  found  during  thisjTiiy  . 
first  visit  to' the.  capital,  that  the  intelligence  of  my  favorable  re- 
ception at.  New  Y6rk,  and  of  my  tour  in  the  West,  had  preceded 
me..  Friends  appeared,  of  whom,  at  this  distance  of  time,  I  may 
name  the  Vice-President,  D.  D.  Tompkins,  Judge  Smith  Thompson, 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  Colonel  Benton,  Senator  elect  from  Missouri, 
Hon..  John  Scott,  the  delegate,  Hon.  Jesse  B.  Thomas,  Senator  from 
Illinois,  John  D.  Dickinson,  Esq.,  Representative  from  Troy, 
N^  Y.^  Hon.  Josiah  Meigs,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Ofl^e,  Gen.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Dr.  Darlington,  Rep.  from 
Pennsylvania.  To  each  of  these,  I  have  ever  supposed  myself  to 
be  under  obligations  for  aiding  me  in  my  object  of  exploration, 
and  I  certainly  was  for  civilities  and  attentions. 

Mr.  Calhoun  addressed  a  letter  to  Governor  Cass,  of  Michigan, 
and  I  proceeded  immediately  to  the  North,  to  be  ready  to  avail 
myself  of  the  first  opportunity  of  ascending  the  lakes  to  the  place 
of  departure. 

*  This  effprt  became  the  cause  of  the  government  finally  taking  definite 
action  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Monroe  presented  it  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress in  the  fall,  and  a  superintendent  was  subsequently  appointed. 


PERSOI^AL  MBM0IB8.  45 


CHAPTER  V. 

55et  out  on  the  expeditioD  to  the  northwest — Remain  a  few  weeks  at  New 
York — Visit  Niagara  Falls,  and  reach  Detroit  in  the  first  steamer — Prepa- 
rations for  a  new  style  of  travelHig—Corresponderits — General  sketch  of 
the  route  pursued  hy  the  expedition,  and  its  results — Return  to  Albany,  and 
publish,  my  narrative — Journal  of  it — Preparation  for  a  scientific  account 
of  .the  observations. 

1820.  I  LEFT  Washington  on  the. 5th  of  February,  exactly  one 
year  from  my  return  to  Potosi  from  the  Ozarks;  proceeded  to  New 
York,  where  I  remained  till  early  in  March;  traveled  by  sleigh  ove» 
the  Highlands,  was  at  Niagara  Falls  on  the  1st  of  May,  and  reached 
Detroit  in  the  steamer  "Walk-in-the-water*"  on  the  .8th  of  May. 
Captain  D.  B.  Douglass,  of  West  Point  Academy,  was  iappoijited 
topographer,  and  joined  me  at  Buffalo.  We  proceeded  up  Lake 
Erie  in  company,  and  were  received  in  a  most  cordial  manner  by 
General  Cass  and  the  citizens  generally  of  that  yet  remote  and 
gay  military  pgst. 

Arrangements  were  not  completed  for  immediate  embarkation. 
We  were  to  travel  in  the  novel  Indian  bark  canoe.  Many  little 
adaptations  were  necessary,  and  while  these  things  were  being  done 
we  spent  a  couple  of  wepks  very  agreeably,  in  partaking  of  the 
hospitalities  of  the  place.  My  correspondence  now  began  to  ao- 
Gumulate,  and  I  took  this  occasion  of  a  little  pause  to  attend  to  it. 
The  publication  of  my  work  ,on  the  mines  had  had  the  effect  to 
awaken  attention  to  the  varied  resources  of  the  Mississippi  Valley, 
and  the  subject  of  geographical  and  geological  explorations.  It 
also  brought  me  a  class  of  correspondents  who  are  simply  anxious 
for  practical  information,  and  always  set  about  getting  it  in  the 
most  direct  way,  whether  they  are  personal  or  introduced  acquaint- 
ances or  not.  I  determined  at  once  to  reply  to  these,  wherever 
they  appeared  to  be  honest  inquiries  for  geographical  facts,  which 
I  only,  and  not  books,  could  commanicate. 
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Mr.  Robert  Bright,  of  Cliarleston,  S.  C,  an  English  vemigrant, 
having  got  a  copy  of  my  work,  wrote  (JaQ.  11)  as  to  the  business 
prospects  of  St.  Louis,  intending  apparently  to  go  thither.  Not 
knowing  my  correspondent,  but,  on  a  moment's  reflection,  believing 
the  communication  6f  such  information  would  not  make  me  poorer 
and  might  be  important  to  him,  by  helping  him  on  i^  his  fortunes 
in  the  world,  I  wrote  to  him,  giving  the  desired  information,  assign- 
ing to  that  sppt,  in  my  estimation,  a  highly  important  central  infla- 
ence  on  the.  business  and  affairs  of  the  Mississippi  Valley. 
.  Hhe  Hon.  John  Scott,  delegatte  in  Congress,  from^  Missouri, 
speaking  of  the  work  on  the  mineralogy,  &c.,  of  that  territory, 
says,  ^^  Those  sources  of  individual  and  national  wealth,  which  I 
have  no  doubt  you  have  well  developed,  have  been  too  long 
neglected,  and  I  trust  that  your  well-directed  efforts  to  bring  them 
to  notice  will  be  amply  rewarded,  not  only  in  the  emoluments 
derived  from  the  work,  but  what  is  still  more  gratifying  to  the 
author,  and  the  enlightened  and  patriotic  statesman,  in  seeing  this; 
portion  of  our  resources  brought  into  full  operation." 

Mr,  Rpbert  C.  Bruffey,  of  Missouri,  writes  (March  14th),  giviiig 
a  sketch  of  a  recent  tour  into  the  fiouthem  part  of  Arkansas :' —  * 

^^  Health  of  Sauthem  Cflimates. — ^When  I  retumeci  from  the  Ar- 
kansas, which  was  not  till  the  6th  of  October,  with  some  few  othei^, 
I  brought  a  particular  ^  specimen'  of  the  country,  namely,  the  ague 
and  fever,  whieh  I  todured  for  two  months,  and'  until  .the  com- 
mencement of  cold  weather. 

'^  I  continued  but  three  weeks  at  the  Springs  (Hot  Springs  of 
W9<;hitar) ;  could  I  have  spent  the  whole  summer  in  the  use  of  the 
water,  no  doubt  I  should  have  been  much  benefited,  if  not  en- 
tirely relieved  from  my  irksome  complaint.  I  saw  your  friend 
Stephen  F.  Austin,  at  the  Springs,  just  recovered. from  a  danger- 
ous sickness,  namely,  fever  and  vomiting  blood.  He  inquired 
after  you  particularly. 

^^  A^  New  Field  for  Exploration. — When  I  was  in  the  lower  coun- 
try, I  was  sorry  you  had  not  time  to  visit  that  interesting  section  of 
country  previous  to  the  publication  of  your  work  (which,  I  under- 
stand^ has  be^n  received  and  appreciated  with  avidity) ;  for  I 
assure  you,  as  relates  to  scientific  researches,  you  would  have 
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collected  materials  that  wojold  have  come  within  its  purview,  and 
repaid  you  liberally  for  your  labor,  and  the  specimens  added 
richly  to  your  collection. 

"I  will  now  give  you  a  description,  so  far  as  my  feeble  abilities 
win  admits  of  the  things  which  I  think  worthy  the  attention  of  a , 
devotee  of  science.  In  the  first  place,  the  springs  are  worthy  of 
notice,  in  a  natural  as  well  as  medical  point  of  view.  They  con- 
tain in  their  .different  issues  all  the  different  temperatures,,  from 
boiling,  down  to  a  pleasure  bath.  They  contain  a  combining 
principle,  or  the  quality  of  petrifying  and  uniting  various  sub- 
stances that  may  come  in  contact  with  them,  such  as  flint,  earth, 
stone,  iron,  &c.  The  bluff  from  which  they  flow  out  is  princi- 
pally of  an  apparent  calcafe.ous  substance^  formed  by  the  water.  In 
some  of  the  springs  a  red,  in  others  a  green  and  yellow,  sediment 
is  produqed.  The  waters  will  remove  rheumi^tism,  purge  out  mer- . 
cury,  and  produce  salivation,  in  those  who  h^e  it  in  their  system 
previously ;  cure  old  sores  and  consumptionSy  in  their  early  stages-; 
cure  dropsies,  palsies,  &c.,  if  taken  in  time. 

"  The  n^BXt  curiosity  is  the  loadstone,  a  specimen  of  which  I 
have  with  me;  you  cto  examine  it  when  you  visit  this  country. 
The  next  rock  crystal,  of  which  I  have  two  specimens.*  The 
fourth  is  alum,  of  which  I  procured  a  small  quantity,  as  I  did  not 
visit  the  cave  where  it  is  to  be  obtained.  The  fifth  is  oil  and 
whetstone,  of  which  there  (is  a  great  abundance  in  that  quarter. 
The  sixth  is  asbestus.  In  a  word,  the  subjects  are  worthy  the 
attention  of  those  who  wish  to  be  instrumental  in  enlarging  or 
developing  that  branch  of  science.". 

Mr.  William  Ficklin,  on^  of  the  pioneers  of  Kentucky,  but  now 
a  resident  of  Missouri,  wtites:  '*  I  am  pleiised  tohear  of  your 
appointment,  and  wish  I  could  be  with  you  on  the  route,  as  you 
will  visit  a  secticm  of  the  country  but  little  known  to  our  govern- 
ment. I  must  advise  you  to  be  on  your  guard  against  the  Indians, 
the  best  of  whom  wil^  mtirder  a  man  for  a  trifle,  if  they  can  meet 
him  alone,  or  off  his  guard. 

"  A  Mr.  Nabb,  a  few  months  ago,  brought  me  some  white  metal, 
which,  he  says,  he  smelted  in  a  common  forge: — it  was  as  bright  as 
silver,  but  too  hard  to  bear  the  hammer.     I  think  it  must  be  zinc." 

♦  Now  in  mj  cabinet. 
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March  18tA.— Mr.  Amos  Eaton  writes  from  Troy:  "A  second 
edition  of  my  Index  to  Qeology  is  in  the  press — about  thirty-six 
pages  struck  off.  I  have  written  '  the  whole  over  anew,  and  ex- 
tended it  to  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  pages  12mo.  I  hav^ 
taken  great  pains  to  collect  facts,  in  this-  district,  during  the  two 
years  since  my  fir^t  edition  wa^  published.  But  I  am  ratl^er 
^deficient  in  my  knowledge  of  secondary  and  alluvial  formations; 
I  wish  to  trouble  you  with  a  few  inquiries  upon  that  subject. 

"From  what  knowledge  I  have  been . able  to  obtaia  in  that 
department,  I  am  inclined  to  arrange  the  secondary  class  thus  :. — 

"  Breccia :  contact,  or  shell  limestone ;  gypsum,  Secondary 
'  sandstone. 

"  I  leave  much,  also,  for  peculiar  local  formation^. 

"A  gentleman  presented  specimens  to  the  Troy  Lyceum,  from 
Illinois,  of  gypsum  and  secondary  sandstone,  and  informed. me 
that  the  latter  overlaid  the  fornuer  in  regular  structure.  Myron 
Holly,  and  others,  have  given'  me  similar  specimens,  which  they 
repVesent  as  being  similarly  situated,  from  several  localities  in  the 
western  part  of  this  State.  This  secondary  sandstone  is  sometiiAe^ 
more  or  less  calcareous.  I  believe  .it  is  used  for  a  cement  by  tKe. 
Canal  Company,  which  hardens  under  water.  Will  yoi;  do  mfi 
the  favor  to  settle  this  question  ?  -  , 

"  On  your  way  to  Detroit,  you  may  perhaps,  without  material 
inconvenience,  collect  facts  of  importance  to  nie,  in  relation  to 
secondary  and  alluyial  formations.  Anything  transmitted,  to  m» 
by  the  middle  of  April  on  these  subjects  will  be  in  season,  because 
I  shall  not  have  printed  all  the  transition  part  before  that  time; 

"  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  strata  ponstituiing  Rocky 
Mountains?  Is  it  primitive,  or  is  it  graywac^e  like .  Catskill 
Mountains  ?  I  have  said,  in  a  note,  that,  after  you  and  Dr.  £. 
James  set  foot  upon  it,  we  shall  no  longer  be  ignorant  of  it. 

"  I  intend  to  kindle  a  blaze  of  geological  zeal  before  you  return. 
I  have  adapted  the  style  of  my  index  to  the  capacities  of  ladies, 
plough-joggers,  and  mechanics." 

March  2%th, — ^While  here,  I  received  a  notice. of  niy  electioa 
as  a  member  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  at  Philadel- 
phia. 

April  2%th, — James  T.  Johnston,  Esq.,  of  N.  Y.,  writes  on  the 
interesting  character  of  the  mineralogy  of  the  interior  of  Georgia. 
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The  spirit  of  inqntry  denoted  by  these  letters  gives  but  a  faint 
idea  of  the  interest  which  was  now  awakened  in  the  public  mind, 
on  the  exploration  of  the  west,  and  it  would  require  a  reference  to 
the  public  prints  of  the  day  to  denote  this.  If  the  delay  had 
served  no  other  purpose,  it  had  brought  us  into  a  familiar  acquaint- 
ance with  our  conunander,  who  was  frank  and  straightforward  in  his 
manners,  and  fully  disposed,  not  only  to  say,  but  to  do  everything 
to  facilitate  the  x>bject.  He  put  no  veto  on  any  request  of  this 
kind,  holding  the  smiths  and  mechanics  of  the  government  amena- 
ble to  comply  with  any  order.  He  was  not  a  man,  indeed^  who  dealt 
in  hems  and  haws-— did  not  require  to  sleep  upon  a  simple  ques- 
tion— and  is  not  a  person  whose  course  is  to  be  stopped,  as  many 
little  big  men  are,  by  two  straws  crossed. 

At  length  the  canoes,  which  were  our  principal  cause  of  delay, 
arrived  from  Lake  Hufon,  wheref  they  were  constructed,  and  all 
things  were  ready  for  our  embarkation.  It  was  the  24th  of  May 
when  we  set  out.  A  small  detachment  of  infantry  had  been 
ordered  to  form  a  part  of  the  expedition,  under  Lieutenant  ^neas 
Mackay.  Eight  or  ten  Chippewa  and  Ottowa  Indians  were  taken 
in  a  separate  canoe,  as  hunters,  and  gave  picturesqueness  to  the 
brigade  by  their  costume.  There  were  ten  Canadian  voyagers  of 
the  north-west  stamp.  Professor  Douglass  and  myself  were  the 
only  persons  to  Whom  separate  classes  of  scientific  duties  were 
assigned.  A  secretary  and  some  assistants  made  the  governor's 
mess  consist  of  nine  persons.  Altogether,  we  numbered,  including 
guides  and  interpreters,  about  forty  persons ;  a  truly  formidable 
number  of  mouths  to  feed  in  the  '^waste  howling  wilderness.*' 

Having  kept  and  published  a  journal  of  the  daily  incidents  of 
the  expedition,  I  refer  to  it  for  details.*  To  plunge  into  the  wilder- 
ness is  truly  to  take  one*8  life  in  his  hand.  But  nobody  thought 
of  this.  The  enterprise  was  of  a  kind  to  produce  exhilaration. 
The  route  lay  up  the  Detroit  and  St.  Clair  Rivers,  and  around  the 
southern  shores  of  Lakes  Huron  and  Superior  to  Fond  du  Lac. 
Thence  up  the  St.  Louis  River  in  its  rugged  passage  through  the 
Cabotian  Mountains  to  the  Savannah  summit  which  divides  the 
great  lakes  from  the  Mississippi  Valley.     The  latter  was  entered 

*  A  Namtive  Journal  of  Tiravels  through  the  American  Lakes  to  the  Sources 
of  the  Miflsisdppi  River.    1  voL  8yo.  pp.  419 :  Albany,  1821. 
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throngh  the  Oamtaguma  or  Sandy  Lake  Riyer.  .From  this  point 
the  source  of  the  Mississippi  was  sought  iip  rapids  and  falls,  and 
through  lakes  and  savannahs,  in  which  the  channel  winds.  We 
passed  the  inlet  of  the  Leech  Lake,  which  was  fixed  upon  hj 
Lieutenant  Pike  as  its  probable  source,  and  traced  it  through 
Little  Lake  Winnipeg  to  the  inlet  of  Turtle  Lake  in  upper  Red 
Cedar,  or  Cass  Lake,  in  north  lat.  47^.  On  reaching  this  pointy 
the  waters  were  found  unfavorable  to  proceeding  higher..  The 
river  was  then  descended  to  the  falls  of  St.  Anthony,  St.  Peters, 
and  Prairie  du  Chien.  From  the  latter  point  we  ascended  the 
Wisconsin  to  the  portage  into  Fox  River,  and  descended  the  latter 
to  Green  Bay.  At  this  point,  the  expedition  was  divided,  a  part 
going  north,  in  order  to  trace  the  shores  to  Michilimackinack,  and 
*part  steering  south,  by  the  shores  of  Lake  Michigan  to  Chicago. 
At  the  latter  place,  ianother  division  was  made.  Governor  Cass  and 
suite  proceeding  on  horseback,  across  thd^  peninsula  of  Michigan, 
and  Captain  Douglass  and  myself  completing  ^the  survey  of  the 
eastern  coast  of  Michigan,  and  rejoining  the  party  detached  to 
strike  Michilimackinack.  The  Huron  shores  were  coasted  to  the 
bead  of  the  River  St.  Clair  and  Detroit. 

About  four  thousand  miles  were  traversed.  Of  this  distance  the 
topography  was  accurately  traced  by  Captain  Douglass  and  his 
assistant,  Mr.  Trowbridge.  This  officer  also  took  observations  for 
the  latitude  at  every  practical  point,  and  collected  with  much  labor 
the  materials  for  a  new  and  enlarged  map.  Its  geology  and  minei- 
ralogy  were  the  subjects  of  a  detailed  report  made  by  me  to  the 
War  Department  in  1822.  Of  the  eoppe^r  deposits  on  Lake  Supe- 
rioi^,  a  detailed  report  was  made  to  the  same  department  in  Novem- 
ber 1820.  The  Lidian  tribes  were  the  subject  of  observation  made 
by  General  Cass.  Its  botany,  its  fresh  water  conchology,  and  its 
zoology  and  ichthyology,  received  the  attrition  that  a  rapid  transit 
permitted.  Its  soil,  productions,  and  climate  were  the  topics*  of 
daily  observation.  In  short,  no  exploration  had  before  been  made 
Ifhich  so  completely  revealed  the  features  and  physical  geography 
of  so  large  a  portion  of  the  public  domain.  And  the  literary  and 
scientific  public  waited  with  an  intense  desire  for  the  result  of  these 
observations  in  every  department. 

The  first  letter  I  received  on  my  return  route  from  that  eventful 
tour,  was  at  the  post  of  Ghreen  Bay,  where  a  letter  from  J.  T.  John- 
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ston,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  awaited  .me :  "Since  you  departed,*'  he 
obsencea,  "  nothing  of  importance  has  occurred,  either  in  the  moral 
or  political  world.  The  disturbances  which  disgrace  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  are,  and  still  continue  to  be,  favored  by  a  few 
factionists.  Thistlewood,  and  the  members  of  the  Cato  Street  con- 
spiracy, have  been  tried  for  high  treason,  and  condemned,  and  I 
presume  the  next  arrivals  must  bring  us  an  account  of  their  execu- 
tion. The  Cortes  ha^  been  established  in  Spain,  and  there  floats 
a  rumor  that  the  Saintj  the  adored  Ferdinand,  has  fled  to  France. 
The  public  debates  in  France  seem  to  me  to  thunder  forth,  as  the 
precursor  of  some  event  which  will  yet  violently  agitate  t;he  coun-. 
try.  (Napoleon  was  now  in  St  Helena.)  The  stormy  wave  of 
discord  has  not  subsided.  The. temple  of  ambition  is  not  over* 
thrown,  and  party  spirit  will  rush  to  inhabit  it.  The  convulsi^ 
struggle  for  independence  in  the  South  (America)  still  continues, 
but  civil  war  appears  about  to  interrupt  its  progress.  At  home 
all  is  quiet.  A  virtuous  chief  magistrate  and  a  wise  administra- 
tion must  benefit  a  people  so  prone  to  domestic  faction." 

This  gave  me  the  first  glimpse  of  home  and  its  actualities,  and 
the  letter  was  refreshing  for  the  sympathies  it  expresses,  after  long 
months  of  tuning  over  portages,  and  looking  about  to  arrange  in 
the  mind  stratifications,  to  gather  specimens  of  minerals,  and 
fresh  water  shells,  and  watch  the  strange  antics  which  have  been 
out  over  the  whole  face  of  the  northwest  by  the  Boulder  Group  of 
Bocks. 

Sept.  6.  Mr;  C.  C.  Trowbridge  writes  from  Michilimackinack:  "  I 
forward  the  specimens  collected  by  Mr.  Doty  and  myself,  on  the 
tour  (from  Green. Bay,  on  the  north  shore,  to  Michilimackinack). 
The  most  interesting  will  probably  be  the  organic  remains.  They 
were  collected  in  Little  Noquet  Bay,  on  the  N.  E.  side,  where 
ridges  ef  limestone  show  themselves  frequently.  Near  the  top  of 
the  package  you  find  a  piece  of  limestone  weighing  about  two 
pounda,  of  which  the  upper  stratum  was  composed ;  there  are  two 
pieces  of  the  lower  stratum,  resembling  blue  pipestone.  The 
middle  stratum  was  composed  of  these  remains.  About  ten  mOes 
N.  E.  of  Great  Bay  de  Noquet,  we  found  flint,  or  honistone,  in 
small  quantities  in  the  limestone  rooks.  There  is  also  a  specimen 
of  tlTe  marble,  which  we  saw  little  of;  but  since  our  arrival  I  am  in- 
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formed  that  a  large  bluff,. composed  of  the  same,  is  seen  80  to  40 
miles  from  this.  The  gypsum  I  picked  up  on  St.  Martin's  Islands/' 

On  reaching  Detroit,  Grov.  Cass  invited  Capt.  Douglas^  and 
myself  to  recruit  ourselres  a  few  days  at  his  ^^  old  mansion  of  the  an- 
cient era."  I  examined  and  put  in  order  my  collection  of  specimens, 
selecting  such  as  were  designed  for  various  institutions.  A  local 
association  of  .persons  inclined  to  foster  literary  efforts,  tmlSer  the 
name  of  ^^ Detroit  Lyceum,"  elected  me  a  member.  .  The  intrepid 
and  energetic  officer  who  had  planned  and  executed  this  scheme  of 
western  exploration  gave  me  a  copy  of  his  officisU  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  warmly  approbating  the  conduct  of  Capt. 
Douglass  and  myself,  as  members  of  the  expedition.  All  its  re- 
sults were  attended  with  circumstances  of  high  .personal  gratifica- 
tion. 

I  left  Detroit  on  the  13th  of  October  at  4  o^cloek  P.  M.,  in  the 
steamer  "  Walk-in-the- Water,"  the  iSrst  boat  built  on  the  Lake 
waters,  and  reached  Black  Rock  at  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
.  17th,  being  a  stormy  passage,  in  a  weak  but  elegant  boat,  of  eighty- 
seven  hours.  Glad  to  set  my  foot  on  dry  land  once  more,  I  hurried 
on  by  stage  and  canal,  and  reached  Oneida  Creek  Depot  on  the 
2l8t  at  4  o'clock 'in  the  morning,  stopped  for  breakfast  there,  and 
then  proceeded  on  foot,  through  the  forest,  by  a  very  muddy  path, 
to  Oneida  Castle^  a  distance  of  three  miles — ^my  trunk  being  carried 
by  a  man  on  horseback.  Thence  I  took  a  conveyance  for  Mr. 
W.  H.  Shearman's,  at  Vernon,  where  I  arrived  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M. 

Capt.  Douglass,  who  had  preceded  me,  wrote  from  West  Point 
Military  Academy,  on  the  27th,  that  in  the  sudden  change  of  habits 
he  had  been  affected  with  a  dreadful  influenza.  My  own  health  con- 
tinued to  be  unimpaired,  and  my  spirits  were  buoyant.  After  a 
few  days'  rest,  I  wrote  a  report  (Nov.  6th)  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
on  the  metalliferous  character  of  the  Lake  Superior  country,  par- 
ticularly in  relation  to  its  reported  wealth  in  copper.  I  proceeded 
to  Albany  on  the  7th  of  December,  and  arrived  the  day  following, 
and  was  cordially  greeted  by  all  my  friends  and  acqjoaintances.  It 
was  my  intention  to  have  gone  immediately  to  New  York,  but  the 
urgent  entreaties  of  Mr.  Carter  and  others  induced  me  to  defer 
it.  Very  little  had  been  said  by  the  members  of  the  party  about 
a  publication.  We  looked  to  Capt.  Douglass,  who  was  the  topo- 
grapher and  a  professor  at  West  Point,  to  take  the  lead  in  the 
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matter.  The  death  of  Mr.  Ellicott,  Professor  of  Mathematics  at 
that  institution,  who  was  his  father-in-law,  and  his  appointment 
to  the  vacant  chair,  from  that  of  engineering,  placed  him  in  a 
very  delicate  and  arduons  situation.  He  has  never  received  credit 
for  the  noble  manner  in  which  he  met  this  crisis.  He  was  not  only 
almost  inunedi^tely  required  to  teach  his  class  the  differential  cal- 
culus, but  the  French  copy — a  language  with  which  he  was  not 
familiar — ^was  the  only  one  employed.  He  was  therefore  not  only< 
obliged  to  study  a  comparatively  new  science,  but  to  do  it  in  a  new 
language;  and  when  the  course  began,  he  had  to  instruct  his  class 
daily  in  tasks  which  he  committed  nightly.  Most  men  would  have 
sunk  under  the  task,  but  he  went  triumphantly  through  it,  and  I 
have  never  heard  that  the  students'  or  others  ever  had  cause  to 
suspect  his  information  or  question  his  abilities.  He  wrote  to  me, 
and  perhaps  to  me  only,  on  this  subject. 

Th^re  was  something  like  a  public  clamor  for  the  results  of  the 
expedition,  and  the  narrative  was  hurried  into  press.  A  new  zeal 
was  awakened  upon  the  subject  of  mineralogy  and  geology.  A 
friend  wrote  to  me  on  the  mineral  affluence  of  upper  Georgia. 
Several  letters  from  the  western  district  of  the  State,  transmitting 
specimens,  were  received.  '*  The  unexampled  success  of  your  ex- 
pedition," observes  one  of  these  correspondents,  ^'in  all  respects 
is  a  subject  of  high  congratulation,  not  only  for  those  of  whom  it 
waa  composed,  but  also  to  a  great  portion  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  this  State  in  particular,  as  we  are  the  grand 
link  that  unites  that  vast  region  to  our  Atlantic  border.'**  These  ' 
feelings  appear  in  letters  from  near  and  far.  Captain  Douglass 
was  aware  of  this  interest,  and  anxious,  amidst  his  arduous  duties, 
to  get  the  necessary  time  to  arrange  his  notes  and  materials.  He 
wrote  to  me  (December  25)  to  furnish  Professor  Silliman  some 
sketches  for  the  American  Journal  of  Science.  ^  On  the  topic  of 
topography  he  says: — 

^*  Witli  regard  to  our  daily  occurrences,  ought  not  something  to 
be  done  ?  I  intended  to  have  had  a  conversation  with  Governor 
Cass  and  yourself  on  the  subject  before  I  parted^  from  you,  but  it 
escaped  me,  and  I  have  since  written  about  it. 

^<  I  should  be  glad  to  receive  your  delineation  of  the  Mississippi 

♦  W.  S.  D.  Z.,  9th  Dec.  1820. 
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below -Prairie  du  Chien,  and'your  levels  through  the  Fox  and  Wis- 
consin (I  believe  in  these  we  agree  pretty  nearly)  would  enable 
me  to  consolidate  mine. 

'  **  White  I 'think  of  it,  let  me  tell' you  I  bare  made  some  calcu- 
lations about  the  height  of  th^  Porcupine  Mountains;  My  data 
are  the  distance  at  which  they  Were  seen  from  Keweweiia  portage, 
under  ,the  influence  of  great  refraction,  and  the  distance*  on  the 
following  day  without  unusual  refraction,  and  I  am  convinced  they 
cannot  be  less  than  2000  feet  high ;  if,  however,  this  staggerer  you, 
say  -1800^  and  I  am  confident  you  are  vnthin  the  real  elevation. 

^*  Estimates  of  heights,  breadths  of  rivers,  &c.,  and,  in  looking 
over  your  journal,  any  other  t(q)ographical  fptbts  which  you  may 
have  to  dispose  ef,  will  be  very  acceptable  to  me.  Will  you  be 
able  to  bpare  me  (that  is,  to  let  me  cc^y)  any  of  y^  drawings  ? 
Tou  know,  I  believe,  taj  views  in  asking  are  to  embellish  my  map 
and  memoir  with  landscape  views  in  a  light  style."  ^ 


PBB80NAL  HBX0IK8.  55 


CHAPTER  VI. 


_  t 


Beoeption  by  tbe  conntry.on  my  return — Reasons  for  publishing  my  narra- 
tive  without  my  reports  for  a  digested  scientific  i^ccount  of  the  expedition-^ 
Delays  interposed  to  this — Correspondents — Locality  of  strontian — Letter 
firom  Br.  Mitchell — Report  on  the  copper  mines  of  Lake  Superior — Theo- 
retical geology — Indian  symbols — Scientific  subjects — Complete  the  pub)i 
cfl^oh  of  my  work — Its  reception  by  the  press  and  the  public— Effects  on 
my  mind — Receive  the  appointment  of  Secretary  to  the  Indian  Commission 
at  Chicago—Result  of  the  expedition,  as  ^own  by  a  letter  of  Dr.  Mitchell 
to  Genenll  Qass. 

1821.  GovBBNOR  Clinton'  offei^ed  me  the  use  of  his  library 
while  preparing  my  journal  for  the  press.  Mr.  Henry  Itimany 
who  was  then  beginning  to  paint,  re-drew  some  of  the  view^.  One 
of  the  leading  booksellers  made  me  fatorable  proposals,  which  I 
agreed  early  in  Jannary  to  accept.  I  began  to  transcribe  my 
joomal  on  the  8th  of  the  month,  and  very  assiduously  devoted 
myself  to  that  object,  sending  off  the  sheets  hurriedly  as  they 
were  written.  The  i^ngravings  were  immediately  put  in  hands. 
Li  this  way,  the  work  went  rapidly  on ;  and  I  kept  up,  at  the 
same  time,  an  industrious  correspondence  with  scientific  men  in 
yarious  places. 

It  was  at  this  time  an  object  of  moment,  doubtless,  that  the 
results  of  this  expedition  should  have  been  combined  in  an  elaborate 
and  joint  work  by  the  scientific  geptlemen  of  the  party.  The 
topography  and  astronomy  had  been  ihdst  carefully  attended  to 
by  Captain  Douglass,  and  the  materials  collected  for  an  improved 
map.  Its  geology  and  mineralogy  had  formed  the  topic  of  my 
daily  notes. .  Its  aboriginal  population  had  been  seen  under  cir- 
cumstances rarely  enjoyed.  Its  fresh  water  conchology  had  been 
carefully  observed  by  Douglass  and  myself,  and  fine  collections 
made.  Something  had  been  done  respecting  it&  botany,  and  the 
whole  chain  of  events  was  ready  to  be  linked  together  in  a  striking 
Inanner. 
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But  there  was  no  one  to  take  the  initiatiye.  Goremor  Cass,  who 
had  led  the  expedition,  did  not  thmk  of  writing.  Professor  Doug- 
lass, who  was  my  senior,  and  who  occupied  the  post  of  topogra- 
pher, by  no  means  underrated  the  subject,  but  deferred  it,  and,  by 
accepting  the  Professorship  of  Mathematics  at  West  Point,  as- 
sumed a  duty  which  made  it  liteirally  impossible,  though  he  did  not 
see  it*  immediately,  that  he  should  do  justice  to  his  own  notes.  I 
simply  went  forward  because  no  one  of  the  members  of  the  expedi- 
tion offered  to.  I  ha4  kept  a  journal  from  the  first  to  the  lalit  day, 
which  I  believe  no  one  else  had.  I  had  been  diligent  in  the  morn- 
ing and  evening  in  Observing  every  line  of  coast  and  river.  I 
never  allowed  the  sun  to  catch  me  asleep  in  my  canoe  or. boat.  I 
iiad  kept  the  domestic,  as  well  as  the  ^more  grave  and  important 
events.  Z  was  importuned  to  give  them  to  the  public.  I  bad 
written  to  Douglass  about  it,  but  he  was  dilatory  in  answering  me, 
and  when  at  last  he  did,  and  approved  my  suggestion  for  a  joint 
work  in  which  our  observations  should  be  digested,  it  was  too^  late, 
so  far  as  my  narrative  went,  to  withdraw  it  from  my  publishers. 
But  I  pledged  to  him  at  once  my  geological  and  mineralogical 
reports,  and  I  promptly  sent  him  my  portfolio  of  sketches  to  em- 
bellish his  map.  This  is  simply  the  history  of  the  publication  of 
Bfty  narrative  journal. 

My  position  was,  at  this  time,  personally  agreeable.  My  room 
was  daily  visited  by  literary  and  scientific  men:  I  was  invited  ta 
the  mansions  of  distinguished  men,  who  spoke  of  my  recent  journey 
as  one  implying  enterprise.  Nothing,  surely,  when  I  threw  myself 
into  the  current  of  western  emigration,  in,  1817,  was  farther  from, 
my  thoughts  th^  my  being  an  instrumental  cause,  to  much  extent, 
in  stirring  up  and  awakeping  a  zeal  for  scientific  explorations  and 
researches.  The  diurnal  press,  however,  gave  this  tone  tp  the  thing. 
The  following  is  an  extract : — * 

*' During  the  last  year,  an  expedition  was  authorized  by.  the  Na- 
tional Government,  which  left  Detroit  some  time  in  the  month  of 
May,  under  the  personal  orders  of  Governor  Cass,  of  the  Miehigan 
Territory,  provided  with  the  necessary  mesons  of  making  observa- 
tions upon  tl;e  topography,  natural  history,  and  aborigines  of  the 
country.     We  have  had  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  one  of 

*  New  York  Statesman,  Jan.  1821. 
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the  gentlemen  who  »ccompaivied  Goyemor  Cass  in  the  expedition^ 
iVIr.  H.  R.  Schoolcraft,  who  has  recently  returned  to  this  city, 
bringing  a  large  collection  of  mineral  and  other  substances,  calcu- 
lated to  illustrate  the  natural  history  of  the  regions  visited.  We 
learn  that  the  part^  passed  through  Lake  Superior,  and  penetrated 
to  the  sources  of  the  Mississippi,  which  have  been,  for  the  first 
time,  satisfactorily  ascertainfad.  In  returning,  they  passed  down 
the  Mississippi  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  thence  cam,e  across  to 
Green  Bay,  by  means  of  the  Ouisconsin  and  Fox  Rivers.  Indian 
tribes  were  found  in  every  part  of  the  country  visited,  by  whom 
they  were  generally  well  received,  eircept  at  the  Sault  St.  Marie, 
where  a  hostile  disposition  was  manifested.  The  country  was 
found  to  preseiit  a  great  variety  in  its  soil,  climate,  production^, 
and  the  character  of  the  savages,  and  the  information  collected 
must  prove  highly  interesting  both  to  men  of  business  and  mpn  of 
science. 

"  It  will  be  seen,  by  referring  to  an  advertisement  in  our  paper 
of  to-day,  that  Mr.  Schoolcraft  contemplates  publishing  an  account 
of  the  expedition,  under  the  form  of  a  personal  narrative,  embrac- 
ing notices  of  interesting  scenery,  the  Indian  tribes,  topographical 
discoveries,  the  qi^adrupeds,  mineral  productions,  and  geology  of 
the  country,  accompanied  by  an  elegant  map  and  a  number  of 
picturesque  views.  From  an  inspection  of  the  manuscript  map 
and  views,  we  are  persuaded  that  no  analogous  performances,  of 
equal  merit,  have  ever  been  submitted  to  the  hands  of  the  engraver 
in  this  country.  We  have  always  been  surprised  that,  while  we 
have  had  so  many  travelers  through  the  Valley  of  tbe  Ohio  and 
Lower  Mississippi,  no  one  should  have  thought  of  filling  up  the 
chasm  in  our  northwestern  geography.  The  field  is  certainly  a 
very  ample  one — we  cannot  but  felicitate  the  public  in  having  a 
person  of  the  acknowledged  talents,  industry,  and  original  viewd 
of  Mr.  S.  to  supply  the  deficiency." 

At  length  Professor  Douglass  (Feb.  9th)  responded  to  my  propo- 
sition to  club  our  wits  in  a  general  work.  "Your  propositions  rela- 
tive to  a  joint  publication,  meet,  my  views  precisely^  and  of  course 
I  am  inclined  to  believe  we  may  make  an  interesting  '  work.'  In 
addition  to  the  usual  heads  of  topographical  and  geographical  know- 
ledge, which  I  propose  to  treat  of,  in  my  memoir  on  that  subject,  I 
am  promised  by  Dr.  Torrey  some  of  the  valuable  aid  which  it  will  be 
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ff  .     •  ^  •        • 

in  his  power  to  render  for  the  article  ^  Botany/  and  onr  collections 
should  famish  the  materials  of  a  description  of  the  fresh  Water 
conchology.*'  His  proposition  was*  based  on.  giving  a  complete 
account  of  the  animal  and  mineral  constituents  of  the  country,  its 
hydrography  and  resources;  thS  paper  oii  the  ^aboriginal  tribes  to 
be  contributed  by , General  Cass.     '    . 

A  diflSculty  is,  however,  denoted.  "  My  duties  hiere,''  he  writes, 
"as  they  engross  everything  at  present,  wili  force  me  to  delay  a 
little,  and  I  am  in  hopes,  by  so  doing,  to  obtain  some  further' data^ 
I  enter,  in  a  few  days,  on  the  discharge  of  my  professic^al  duties, 
under  considerable  disadvantages,  owing  to  the  late  introduction 
into  our  courses  of  some  French  works  on  the  highest  branches  of 
mathematics,  which  it  fejls  to  my  .lot  first  to  teach.  Between 
'French,  therefore,  and  fluxions,  and  moreover,  the  French  method 
of  fiuxion^^  which  is  somewhat  peculiar,  I  have  had  my  hands 
pretty  full.     I  look  forward  to  a  respite  in  April." 

The  professor  had,  in  fact,  to  teach  his  class  as  he  taught  him- 
sdf,  and  just  kept  ahead  of  them— ra  very  hard  task.. 

In  the  mean  time,  while  this  plan  of  an  enlarged  publication 
was  kept  in  view,  I  push^  my  narrative  forward.  While  it  was 
going  through  the  press,  almost  every  mail  brought  me  something 
of  interest  respecting  the  progress  of  scientific  discovery.  A  feW 
items  may  be  noticed. 

,  Discovery  of  StrorUian  on  LakcHrte.—rMr.  WilUam  A.  Bifd,  of 
Troy,  of  the  Boundary  Survey,  writes  (Jan.  22d) :— ^ 

"  On  our  return  down  the  lake,  last  fall^  we  were  becalmed  near 
the  islands  in  Lake  Erie.  I  took  a  boat,  and,  accompanied  by 
Major  Delafield,  Mr.  A.  Stevenson^  and  Mr.  De  Russey  (who  wad 
to  be  our  guide),  went  in  se^rdh  of  the  strontian  to  the  mam  shore, 
where  Mr.  De  Russey  say^  It  was  found  in  the  summer  of  1819. 
After  an  unsuccessful  search  of  an  hour,  we  gave  it  up,  and  deter- 
mined to  return  to  our  vessel.  On  our  way  we  stopped  at  Moss 
Island,  when,  immediately  on  landing,  we  found  the  mineral  in 
question.  I  wandered  a  little  from  the  others,  and  found  the  large 
bed  of  which  I  spoke  to  you.  We  there  procured  large  quantities, 
and  some  large  crystals. 

"This  strontian  was  on  the  south  ^ide  of  Moss  Island,  in  a 
horizontal  vein  of  three  feet  in  thickness,  and  frotn  forty  to  fifty 
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feet  in  length.  I  had  no  means  of  judging  its  depth  into  the  rock. 
The  haae  of  the^  island  is  wholly  composed  of  limiestone,  in  which 
shells  scarcelji  if  eyer,  appear." 

Coneholoffy — Mineralized  FvMgu%j  ^.-^Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mit- 
chell, of  New  York,  writes  (Jan.  30th):  "I  was  glad  to  receive 
your  letter  and  the  accompanying  articles,  by  the  hand  of  Colonel 
Gardiner;  bat  I  am  sorry  your  business  is  3ach  as  to  pi'eyent 
yoor  meditated  visit  to  the  city  until  spring. 

^^I  had  a  solemn  conference  with  Mr.  Barnes,  our  distinguished 
conchologist,  on  the  subject  of  your  shells.  We  had  Say's  pub- 
lication on  the  land  and  fresh  water  moUuscas  before  us.  We 
believed  the  univalves  had  been  chiefly  described  by  him ;  one,  or 
probably  two  of  the  species  w^re  not  contained  in  his  memoir.  It 
would  gratify  me  very  much  to  possess  a  complete  collection  of 
those  moUuscas.  I  gave  Mr.  Barnes,  who  is  an  indefatigable 
collector,  such  duplicates  as  I  qould  spare. 

**I  showed  your  sandy  fungus  to  my  class  at  the  college  yester- 
day. Our  medical  «sohool  was  never  so  flourishing,  there  being 
nearly  two  hundred  students.  In  the  evening,  I  showed  it  to  the 
lyceum.  AD  the  members  regretted  your  determination  to  stay 
the  residue  of  the  winter  in  Albany.. 

"  The  little  tortoise  is  referred,  with  a  new  and  singular  bird, 
to  a  zoological  committee  for  examination.  The  sulphate  of  stron- 
tian  is  elegant. 

**I  am  forming  a  parcel  for  Professor  Schreibera,  curator  of 
the  Austrian  emperor's  cabinet  at  Vienna;  the  opportunity  will  be 
excellent  to  send  a  few." 

Report  on  the  Copper  of  Lake  Superior. — ^Professor  Silliman,  in 
announcing  a  notice  of  my -work  on  the.  mines,  for  the  next  num- 
ber of , the  Journal  of  Science^  Feb.  5th,  says :  "  I  have  written  to 
the  Secretary  of- War,  and  he  has  given  his  consent  to  have  your 
report  appear  in  the  Journal  of  Science.*' 

Governor  Cass,  of  Michigan  (Feb.  20th),  expresses  his  thanks 
for  a  manuscript  copy  of  the  MS.  report.  "  I  trust,**  he  adds, 
**  the  report  will  be  published  by  the  government.  It  would  bo 
no  less  useful  and  satisfactory  to  the  public  than  honorable  to 
yourself." 
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Geology  of  Western  New  TcrJc. — ^Mr.  Andrew  .'McNabb,  of  Cte- 
neya  (Feb.  26th),  sends  me  two  separate  memoirs  om  tbe  mine.-* 
ralogj  and  geology  of  the  country,  to  be  employed  as  materials  in 
my  contemplated  memoir.  The  zeal  and  intelligence  of  this  gen- 
tleman haye  led  him  to  outstrip  every  observer  who  has  entered 
into  this  field  of  loeal  knowledge.  '  Its  importance  to  the  value  of 
tbo  lands,  their  mines,  ores,  resources,  water  power,  and  general 
character,  has  led  him  to.  take  the  most  enlarged  views  of  the 
subject.  ^ '- 

"Pursue,*'  he  Bays,  "my  dear  sir,  your  career^  fen:  it  is  an 
honorable  one.  The  world,  bad  as  it  is,  has  been  much,  worse  than 
now  for  authors ;  and  through  the  great  leading  public,  there  are 
many  generous  souls,  whose  views  a:re  not  confined  to  soirdidness 
and  self.  May  all  your  laudable  exertions  be  crowned  with  ample 
success — with  pleasure  and  profit  to  yourself  and  fellow-citizens  !" 

Boulder  of  Copper. — A  large  specimen  of  native  copper  from 
Lake  Superior,  procured  by  me,  forwarded  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  by 
General  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  representative  in  Congress,  was 
cut  up  by  his  directions,  and  presented  to  the  foreign  minisUrs 
and  gentlemen  from  abroad ;  and.  thus  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try made  known.     In  a  letter  of  Feb.  27th,  Mr.  Calhoun  acknow- 

•  * 

ledges  the  receipt  of  it. 

Theoretical  Geology. — Mr.  McNabb,  in  forwarding  additional 
papers  relative,  to  western  geology,  observes:  *'  Hav^  you  seen 
Greenough's  Essays  on  Geology  f  The  reviewers  speak  of  it  as 
well  as  critics  usually  do  on  such  occasions.  President  Greenough 
has  given  a  shock  to  the  '  Wernerian  system;'  his  battery  is  pretty 
powel-ful,  but  be  seems  more  intent  on  leveling  than  on  building. 
The  Wemerian  system  is  very  beautiful,  ingenious,  and  plausible, 
and  I  would  almost  regret  its  demolition,  unless  it  should  be  found 
to  st^nd  in  the  way  of  truth. 

"  Without  some  system  or  order  in  the  investigation  of  nature's 
works  and  nature's  laws,  the  mind  is  puzzled  and  confounded, 
wandering,  like  Noah's  dove,  over  the  face  of  the  deep,  without 
finding  a  resting-place.  What  a  pity  that  human  knowledge  and 
human  powers  are  so  limited !" 
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Indian  SyfnloKc  Tigures. — ^Prbfessor  Douglass  (March  17th) 
writes,  making  sbme  inquiries  about  certain  symbolic  figures  on 
the  Sioux  bark  letter,  folind  aboYc  Sank  River. 

Expedition  to  the  Tellow  Slone,—I  fancy  those  western  ezpe- 
ditiona  intend  to  beat  us  all  hollow,  in  tough  yaruy  as  the  sailors 
have  it ;  for  it  seems  the  Indian  affair  has  got  into  the  f6rm  of  a 
newspaper  controversy  already :  vide  Aurora  and  Natymal  Q-azette. 

Mineraloffy  of  Georgia, — J.  T.  Johnston,  Esq.,  of  New  York, 
writes  (March  28d)  that  he  has  made  an  arrangement  for  procur- 
ing minerals  for  me  from  this  part  of  the  Union. 

Scientific  Subjeet^.  —  ^.  McNabb  writes  (March  27tb):  ''I 
deeply  regret  that  soUttle  attention  is  bestowed  by  our'tegislatureis 
(State  and  National)  on  objects  of  such  importance  as  those  which 
engage  your  thoughts,  while  so  much  time,  breath,  and  treasure 
are  wasted  on  frivolous  sul^cts  and  party  objects.  How  long 
must  the  patriot  and  philanthropist  sigh  for  the  termination  of 
such  driveling  and  delusion !" . 

After  a  labor  at  my  table  of  about  fourteen  weeks,  the  manu- 
script was  all  delivered  to  my  printers;  and  I  returned  to  New 
York,  and  took  up  my  abode  in  my  old  quarters  at  71  Courtland. 
The  work  was  brought  out  on  the  20th  of  May,  making  an  octavo 
volume  of  419  pages,  with  six  plates,  a  map,  and  engraved  title- 
page.  Marks  of  the  haste  with  which  it  was  run  through  the  presii; 
were  manifest,  and  not  a  few  typographical  errors.  Nobody  was 
more  sensibly  of  this  than  myself,  and  of  the  value  th^t  more  time 
and  attention  would  have  imparted.  But  the  public  received  it  with 
avidity,  and  the  whole  edition  was  disposed  of  in  a  short  time. 
Approbatory  notices  appeared  in  the  principal  papers  and  journals. 
The  New  York  Columbian  says : — 

*^The  author  has  before  given  the  public  a  valuable  work  up<m 
the  Lead  Mines  of  Missouri,  and,  if  we  mistake  not,  a  book  of 
instructions  upon  the  manufacture  of  glass.  He  is  advantageously 
known  as  a  man  of  science  and  literary  research,  and  well  quali- 
fied to  turn  to  beneficial  account  the  mass  of  information  he  must 
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have  collected  in  his  tour  through  that 'interesting  part  of  the 
country,  which  has  attracted  -  linirersal  attention,  though  our 
knowledge  of  it  has  hitherto  been  extremely  limited.  We  think 
there  is  -no  fear  that  the  just  expectations  of  the  public  will  be 
disappointed;  but  that  the  book  will  be  found  to  furnish  all  the 
'valuable  and  interesting  information  that  the  subject  and  acquire 
meiits  of  the  writer  promised,  conveyed  in  a  chaste  and  easy  style  ' 
appropriate  for  the  journalist— occasionally  enlivened  by  animate 
ing  descriptions  of  scenery.  The  author  has  not  suffered  his 
imagination  to  ruijL  wild  from  a  foolish  vanity  to  win  applause  as  a 
fine  writer,  when  the  great  object  should-  be  to. give  the  reader  a 
view  of  what  he  describes,  as  far  as  language  wUl  permit^  in  the 
same  light  in  which  he  beheld  it  himself.  He  aims  to  give  you  a 
just  and  true  acc6unt  of  what  he  has  seen  and  .heard,  and  his  .book 
will  be  referred  to  as  a  record  of  facts  by  the  learned  and  scien- 
tific at  home  and  abroad.  It  is  a  production  honorable  to  the 
country,  and,  if  we  mistake  not,  will  advance  her  reputation  in. 
the  opinion  of  the  fastidious  reviewers  of  Scotland  and  England, 
in  spite  of  their  deep-rooted  prejudices.' - 

Mr.  Walsh,  of^he  National  Gaiiettey  deems  it  a  valuable  addition 
to  this  class  of  literature. 

-  ^^ Public  attention,"  he  remarks,  ^^  was  much  excited  last  year  by 
the  prospectus  of  the  expedition,  of  which  Mr.  Schoolcraft  formed 
a  part  as  mineralogist,  and  whose  journey  he  has  nolr  deiscribed. 
He  remarks,  in  his  introduction,  with  truth,  that  but  little  detailed 
information  was  before  possessed  of  the  extreme  northwestern 
region  of  the  Union— of  the  great  chain  of  lakes — and  of  the 
sources  of  the  Mississippi  River,  which  continued  to  be  a  subject 
of  clispute  between  geographical  writers^  In  the  autumn  6f  1819 
Grovernor  Cass,  of  Michigan  Territory,  projected  an  expedition  for 
exploring  what  was  so  imperfectly  known,  and  yet  so  worthy  oif 
being  industriously  surveyed. 

"  The  Secretary  of  War— to  whom  Mr.  Schoolcraft's  book  is 
appropriately  dedicated,  with  a  just  testimony  to  the  liberal  and 
enlightened  character  of  his  official  administration — ^not  only  ad- 
mitted the  plan  of  Governor  Cass,  but  furnished  him  with  the 
means' of  carrying  it  into  full  effect  by  providing  an  escort  pf  sol- 
diers and  directing  the  commandants  of  the  frontier  garrisons  to 


PERSONAL  MBMOIBS.  68 

famish  every  aid^  of  yrhateyer  description,  which  the  party  might 
require.  To  the  Goyernor,  as  chief  of  the  expedition,  he  asso- 
ciated severaj  gentlemen  qualified  to  accomplish  its  objects;  which 
ivere — a  more  correct  knowledge  of  the  names,  numbers,  customSj 
history,  mode  of  subsistence,  and  dispositions  of  the  Indian  tribes 
— the  collection  of  materials  for  an  accurate  map  of  the  country — 
the  inTestigation  of  the  subject  of  the  northwestern  copper  and 
lead  mines,  and  gypsum  quarries ;  and  the  acquisition,  from  thp 
Indians,  of  such  tracts  as  might  be  necessary  to  secure  the  benefit 
of  them  to  the  United  States. 

^*  In  the  qourse  of  last  March,  we  published  a  letter  of  Governor 
Cass  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  describing  in  a  happy  manner  some 
of  the  scenes  and  occurrences  which  fell  within  the  observation  or  . 
inquiry  of  the  expedition.  Mr.  Schoolcraft  states,  at  the  end  of 
his  introductory  remarks,  that  he  does  not  profess  t;o  communicate 
all  the  topographical  information  collected,  and  that  a  special  to- 
pographical report  and  map  may  bo  expected,  together  with  other 
reports  and  the  scientific  observations  of  the  expedition  in  gene- 
ral. We  uiticipate,  therefore,  an  ample  and  valuable  accession  to 
our  stock  of  knowledge  respecting  so  important  a  portion  of  the 
American  territory ;  and  such  evidence  of  the  utility  of  enterprises' 
of  the  kind,  as  will  inspire  every  branch  of  the  government  with 
a  desire  to  see  them  repeated  with  equipments  and  facilities  adapted 
to  the  most  comprehensive  research,  and  fitted  to  render  them  cre- 
ditable in  their  fruits  to  the  national  character  abroad. 

'^  The  present  narrative  does  not  exhibit  the  author  in  his  capa- 
city of  mineralogist  alone.  In  this  he  appears  indeed  more  distinct- 
ively, and  to  particular  advantage  ;  but  he  writes  also  as  a  general 
describer  and  relator,  and  has  furnished  lively  and  ample  accounts 
of  the  natural  objects,  and  novel,  piagnifioent  scenery  which  he 
witnessed;  and  of  the  history,  character,  condition,  and  habits  of 
the  various  Indian  bands  whom  he  encountered  in  his  route,  or 
who  belong  especially  to  our  northwestern  territories.** 

I  was  deeply  sensible  of  the  exalted  feelings  and  enlarged  sen- 
timents with  which  these  and  other  notices  were  written.  The 
effect  on  my  mind  was  a  sense  of  literary  humility,  and  a  desire 
to  prove  myself  in  any  future  attempts  of  the  kind  in  some  mea- 
sure worthy  of  them.    Literary  candidates  are  not  ever,  perhaps, 
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80  much  pleased  or  gratified  by  those  who  render  them  exact  jos- 
tice,  of  which  there  is  always  soiiie  notion,  as  by  warm,  liberal,  or 
high-minded  thoughts  and  commendations,  which  ar6  incentives 
to  future  labors. 

May  22(2.— General  Ci^s  had,  before  leaving  Detroit,  offered 
me  the  situation  of.  Secretiiry  to  the  Commissioners  appointed  to 
confer  with  the- Indians  at  Chicago  in  the  summer  of  1821,  with 
a  view,  primarily,  to  the  interesting  and  circuitous  journey  which 
it  was  his  intention  to  make,  in  order  to  reach  the  place  of  meet- 
ing. This  offer,  as  the  time  drew  on,  he  now  pUt  in  th6  'shape  of 
a  letter,  which  I  determined  at  once  to  accept,  and  made  my 
arrangements  to  leave  the  pity  without  loss  of  time. 

It  was  proposed  to  be  i^t  Detroit  the  1st  of  July.  Tbe  tour 
would  lie  through  the  valleys  of  the  Miami  of  th^  lakes,  and  the 
Wabash,  which  interlock  at  the  Fort  Wayne  summit ;  th^n 
across  the  Grand  Pfairie  of  the  Illinois  to  St.  Lcfuis,  aild  up  the 
Illinois  River  from  its  mouth  to  its  source.  This  Would  give  me  a 
personal  knowledge  of  three  great  valleys,  which  I  had  not  before 
explored,  and  connect  my  former  southern  explorat^ions  in  Arkan- 
^sas  and  Missouri  with  those  .of  the  great  lake  basins  and  the 
npper  Mississippi.  1  had  been  at  the  sources  and  the  mouth  of 
that  great  river,  ^nd  J  had  now  the  opportunity  to  complete  the 
knowledge  of  its  central  portions.  It  was  with  the  utmost  avidity, 
therefore,  that  I  turned  my  fae^  again  towards  the  West. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  who  was  written  to  on  the  subject,  concurred  in 
this  plan,  and  extended  the  time  for  the  completion  of  my  geolo- 
gical report. 

Joint  Work  on  the  Scientific  ResuUs  of  the  Expeditionof  1820. — 
General  Cass,  who  had  been  written  to,  thus  expresses  himself  on 
this  subject: — 

^^  Captain  Douglass  has  informed  me  that  you  and  he  meditate 
a  joint  work,'  which  shall  comprise  those  objects,  literary  and 
scientific,  which  could  not  properly  find  a  plac^  in  a  diurnal  narra- 
tive. At  what  time  is  this  work  to  appear,  and  what  are  its  plan 
find  objects?  My  observations  and  inquiries  respecting  the 
Indians  will  lead  me  much  further  than  I  intended  or  expected. 
If  I  can  prepare  anything  upon  that  subject  prior  to  the  appear^ 
ance  of  the  work,  I  shall  be  happy  to  do  it." 
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Oeohgieal  Survey  of  DutcJtess  County. — Dr.  Benjamin  Allen, 
of  Hyde  Park^  writes  to  me  (June  4th)  on  this  subject,  urging  me 
to  undertake  the  survey;  btt  the  necessity  of  closing  my  engage- 
ments in  the  West  rend^red'it  impossible. 

Expedition  of  1820. — Dr.  Mitchell  furnishes  me  opinions  upon 
some  of  the  scientific  objects  <;ollected  by  me  and  my  associates 
in  the  northwest  in  1820 : — 

"  The  Squirrel  sent  by  General  Cass  is  a  species  not  heretofore 
described,  and  has  been  named  by  Dr.  Mitchell  the  federation 
Bquirrely  or  Bciurus  tredecem  striattis. 

"The  Pouched  Bat,  or  mus  bursariusj  has  been  seen  but  once  in 
Europe.  This  was  a  specimen  sent  to  the  British  Museum  from 
Canada,  and  described  by  Dr.  Shaw.  But  its  existence  is  rather 
questioned  by  Charles  Cuvier. 

"Both  animals  have  been  described  and  the  descriptions  published 
in  the  21st  Vol.  of  the  Medical  Repository  of  New  York,  p.  248 
et  seq.  The  specimens  are  both  preserved  in  my  museum.  Draw- 
ings have  been  executed  by  the  distinguished  artist  Milbert,  and 
forwarded  by  him  at  my  request  to  the  administrators  of  the 
King's  Museum,  at  Paris,  of  which  he  is  a  corresponding  member. 
My  descriptions  accompany  them.  The  originals  are  retained  as 
too  valuable  to  be  sent  out  of  the  country. 

"  The  Paddle  Fish  is  the  spatularia  of  Shaw  and  polyodon  of. 
Lacepede.     It  lives  in  the  Mississippi  only,  and  the  skeleton, 
though  incomplete,  is  better  than  any  other  person  here  possesses. 
It  is  carefully  preserved  in  my  collection. 

"The  Serpent  is  a  species  of  the  Linnjean  genus  Anguis,  the 
orveto  of  the  French,  an  J  the  blind  worm  of  the  English.  The 
loss  of  the  tail  of  this  fragile  creature  may  render  an  opinion 
a  little  dubious,  but  it  is  supposed  to  be  an  ophias  aureus  of  Dan- 
din,  corresponding  to  the  Anguis  ventralis  of  Linn,  figured  by 
Calesby. 

"  The  shells  afford  a  rich  amouht  of  undescribed  species.  The 
whole  of  the  univalves  and  bivalves,  received  from  Messrs.  School- 
craft and  Douglass,  have  been  assembled,  and  examined  with  all 
I  possessed  before,  and  with  Mr.  Stacy  Collins's  moUuscas  brought 
from  Ohio.  Mr.  Barnes  is  charged  with  describing  and  deline- 
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atihg  all  the  species  not  contained  in  Mr.'  Say's  memoir  on  these 
prodactiotas  of  the  land  and  fresh  waters  of  North  America.  The 
finished  work  will  b^  Jaid  before  the  Lyoeuit),  and  fiiiaUy  be  printed 
in  Silliman*8  New  Haven  Journal.  The  species  with  which  zoology 
will  be  enriched  will  amount  probably  to  nine  or  ten.  We  shall 
'endeavor  to  be  jttst  to.  our  friends  and  1)enefactor8. 

^^  The  pipe  atlorns  my  mantelpiece,  and  is  much  ctdmired  by  con- 
noisseurs." *  '      * 


^    . 
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CHAPTER   VII. 

Trip  through  the  Miami  of  the  lakes,  and  the  Wabash  Valley — Crofts  the 
grand  prairie  of  Illinois— ReYisit  the  nfines^-Ascend  the  Illinois — Fever—  ' 
Return  through  the  great  lakes— Notice  of  the  "  Trio*' — Letter  from  Profes* 
sor  Silliman — Prospect  of  an  appointment  under  government — Loss  of  the 
"  Walk-in-the-Wate?"— Geology  of  Detroit— Murder  of  Dr.  Madispn  by  ,a 
Winnebago  Indian. 

1821.  I  XiEFT  New  York  for  Chicago  on  the  16tli  June — hurried 
rapidly  through  the  western  part  of  that  State — passed  up  Lake 
Erie  from  Sufialo,  and  reached  Detroit  just  in  season  to  embaork, 
on  the  4th  of  July.  General  Cass  w^  ready  to  proofed,  with  hia 
canoe-elege  in.th^  water.  We  passed,  the  same  day,  down  the 
Detroit  River,  and  through  the  head  of  Lake  Erie  into  the  Maumee 
Bay  to  Port  Lawrence,  the  present  site,  I  believe,  of  the  city  of 
Toledo.  This  was  a  distance  of  seventy  miles,  a  prodigious  day's 
journey  for  a  canoe.  But  we  were  shot  along  by  a  strong  wind, 
which  was  fair  when  we  started,  but  had  insensibly  increased  to  a 
gale  in  Lake  Erie,  when  we  found  it  impossible  to  turn  to  land 
without  the  danger  of  filling.  The  wind,  though  a  gale,  was  still 
directly  aft.  On  one  occasion  I  thought  we  should  have  gone  to 
the  bottom,  the  waves  breaking  in  a  long  series,  above  our  heads, 
and  rolling  down  our  breasts  into  the  canioe. '  I  looked  quietly  at 
General  Cass,  who  sat  close  on  my  right,  but  saw  no  alarm  in  his 
countenance.  ^'That  wfts  a  fatherly  one,"  was  his  calm  expres- 
sion, and  whatever  was  thought,  little  was  said.  We  weathered 
and  entered  the  bay  silently,  but  with  feelings  such  as  a  man  may 
be  supposed  to  have  when  there  is  but  a  step  between  him  and 
death. 

We  ascended  the  Miami  Valley,,  through  scenes  renowned  by  the 
events  of  two  or  jAiree  wars.  I  walked  over  the  scene  of  Dudley's 
defeat  in  1812 ;  of  Wayne's  victory  in  1793  ;  and  of  the  sites  of 
forts  Deposit  and  Defiance,  and  other  events  celebrated  i|i  history. 
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Frorn  Fort  Defiance,  which  is  at  the  junction  of  the  River  -4ti- 
glaize,  we  rode  to  Fort  Wayne,  sleeping  in  a  deserted  hut  half  way. 
We  paHHcd  the  summit  to  the  source  of  the  Wahash,  horseback, 
sleeping  at  an  Indian  house,  where  all  the  men  were  drunk,  and  kept 
up  a  howling  that  would  have  done  credit  to  a  pack  of  hungry  wolves. 
Tlie  Canadians,  who  managed  our  canoe,  in  the  mean  time  brought 
it  from  water  to  water  on  their  shoulders,  and  we  again  embarked, 
IcaviAg  our  horses  at  the  forks  of  fhe  Waba«lh.  The  whole  of 
this  long  and  splendid  valley,  then  wild  and  in  the  state  of  nature, 
till  below  the  Tippecanoe,  we  traversed,  day  by  day,  stoppinj^  at 
Vincennes,  Terrehaute,  and  a  hundred  other  points,  and  entered 
the  Ohio  and  landed  safely  at  ShawHeet6wn.  Here  it  was  deter- 
mined  to  send  the  Canadians  with  our  canoe,  round  by  water  to 

'  St.  Louis,  while  we  hired  a  sort  of  stage-wagon  to  cross  the 
prairies.  I  visited  the  noted  locality  of  fluor  spar  in  Pope  County, 
Illinois,  and  crossing  the  mountainous  tract  called  the  Knobs, 
rcgoined  the  party  at  the  Saline.-  Here  I  found  my  old  friend  £n- 
mengcr,  of  Kemp  and  Keen  memory,  to  be  the  innkeeper.  On 
reaching  St.  Louis,  General  Cass  rode  over  the  country  to  see  the 
Missouri,  while  I,  in  a  sulky,  revisited  the  mines  in  Washington, 
and  brought  back  a  supply  of  its  rich  minerals.  "We  proceeded  in 
our  canoe  up  the  River  Illinois  to  the  rapids,  at  what  is  called 
Fort  Rock,  or  Starved  Rock,  and  from  thence,  finding  the  water 
low,  rode^  on  horseback  to  Chicago,  horses  having  been  sent,  for  this 
purpose,  from  Chicago  to  meet  us.  There  was  not  a'house  from 
Peoria  to  John  Craft's,  four  miles  from  Chicago.  I  searched  for, 
^d  found,  the  fossil  tree,  reported  to  lie  in  the  rocks  in  the  i)ed  of 
the  river  Des  Plaines.     The  sight  of  Lake  Michigan,  on  nearing 

. '  Ghicago>  was  like  the  ocean.  We  found  an  immense  number  of  In- 
dians assembled.  The  Potawattomies,  in  their  gay  dresses  and  on 
horseback,  gave  the  scene  an  air  of  Eastern  magnificence.  Here  we 
were  joined  by  Judge  Solojnon  Sibley,  the  other  commissioner  from 
Detroit,  whence  he  had  crossed  the  pgeninsula  on  horseback,  and 
we  remained  in  negotiation  with  the  Indians  during  fifteen  con- 
secutive days.  A  treaty  was  finaljy  signed  by  them  on  the  24th 
of  August,  by  which,  for  a  valuable  consideration  in  annuities 
and  goods,  they  ceded  to  the  United  States  about  five  millions  of 
acres  of  choice  lands. 

Before  this  negotiation  was  finished,  I  was  aeisKed  with  bilious 
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fever,  and  consequently  did  not  sign  the  treaty.  It  was  of  the 
worst  bilious  type,  and  acute  in  its  character.  I  did  not,  indeed^ 
ever  expect  to  make  another  entry  in  a  human  journal.  But  a 
vigorous  constitution  at  length  prevailed,  and  weeks  after  all  the 
party  had  left  the  ground,  I  was  permitted  to  embark  in  a  vessel 
called  the  Decatur  on  the  23d  of  September  for  Detroit.  We  reach- 
ed Michilimackinack  the  sevepth  day  of  our  voyage,  and  returned 
to  Detroit  on  the  6th  of  October.  The  incidents  and  observatioQS 
of  this  journey  have  been  given  to  the  public  under  the  title  ^^  Tra- 
vels in  the  Central  Portions  of  the  Mississippi  Valley*'  (1  vol.  pp. 
459,  8vo.:  New  York). 

I  still  felt  the  effects  of  my  illness  on  reaching  Detroit,  where 
I  remained  a-  few  days  before  setting  out  for  Now  York.  On 
reaching  Oneida  County,  where  I  stopped  to  recruit  my  strength, 
I  learned  that  some  envious  persons,  who  shielded  themselves 
under  the  name  of  "Trio,"  had  attacked  my  Narrative  JoumcUy 
in  one  of  the  papeiDS  during  my  absence.  The  attack  was  not  of 
a  character  to  demand  a  very  grave  notice,  and  was  happily  ex- 
posed by  Mr.  Carter,  in  some  remarks  in  the  columns  of  the 
Statesman^  which  first  called  my  attention  to  the  subject. 

"A  trio  of  writers,"  he  observes,  in  his  paper  of  17th  August, 
"in  the  Daily  Advertiser  of  Wednesday,  have  commenced  an 
attack  on  the  Narrative  Jmimal  of  Mr.  Schoolcraft,  lately  pub- 
lished in  this  city.  We  should  feel  excessively  mortified  for  the 
literary  reputation  of  our  country,  if  it  took  any  three  of  our 
writers  to  produce  such  a  specimen  of  criticism  as  the  article 
alluded  to;  and  ^for  charity's  sweet  sake,'  we  will  suppose  that  by 
a  typographical  error  the  signature  is  printed  Trio  instead  of  Tyro. 
At  any  rate,  the  essay,  notwithstanding  all  its  wes  and  ours^  bears 
the  marks  of  being  the  effort  of  one  smatterer,  rather  than  the 
joint  production  of  three  critics,  as  the  namo  imports. 

"The  Trio  (if  we  admit  there  d,re  triajuncta  in  uno^  in  this  knot 
of  savana)  pretend  to  be  governed  by  patriotic  motives  in  attack- 
ing Mr.  Schoolcraft.  '  In  what  we  have  said,  our  object  has  been 
to  expose  error,  and  to  shield  ourselves  from  the  imputation  which 
would  justly  be  thrown  upon  ourselves.'  The  construction  of  this 
sentence  reminds  us  of  the  exordium  of  Deacon  Strong's  speech  at 
Stonington — ^the  generality  of  mankind  in  general  endeavor  to 
try  to  take  the  disadvantage  of  the  generality  of  mankind  in 


70  PBBSOKAX  MEMOIAS. 

generaV  But  not  to  indtilge  in  levities  on  so  grave  a  subjecty  we 
are  happy  in  the  belieif  that  the  reputation  of  our  country  does 
tK^  demand  the  condemnation  of  Schoolcraft's  Joumalj  as  a  proof 
of  our  taste,  Aor  need  such  a  shield  as  the  trio  have  interposed,  to 
protect  it  from  the  attacks  of  foreign  reviewers  :-r- 

<Kon  tali  aoxilio,  neo  defensoribas  istis- 
Tempufl  eget' 

It  affords  US  great  pleasure  to  relieve  th^  anxiety  of  the  Trio  on 
the  subject  of  shielding  ^ourselves  from  the  imputation  which  would 
be  justly  thrown  upon  ourselves/  by  stating  that  one  of  the  most 
'  Scientific  gentlemen  in  the  United  States  wrote  to  the  publishers 
'  of  Schoolcraft's  Journal^  not  fk  week  since,  for  a  copy  of  the  work 
to  send  to  Paris,  adding  to  his  request,  the  work  is  so  valy^le  thai 
I  doubt  riot  it  would  lehonorahly  noticed. 

''We  have  not  taken  the  trouble  to  examine  the  passages  to  which 
the  Trio  have  referred ;  for,  admitting  that  a  trifling  error  has  been 
detected  in  an  arithmetical  calculation — that  a  few  plants  (or  vege- 
tableSy  as  this  botanist  calls  them)  have  been  described  as  new, 
which  were  before  known — and  that  in  the  haste  of  composition 
some  verbal  errors  may  have  escaped  the  author,  yet  these  slight 
defects  do  not  detract'  essentially  from  the  merit  of  the  work,  or 
prove  that  it  has  improperly  been  denominated  a  scientific,  valua- 
ble, and  interesting  volume.  Our  sage  critics  are  not  aware  how 
many  and  whom  they  include  in  the  denunciation  of  'a  few  men 
who  pretend  to  all  the  knowledge,  all  the  wisdom  of  the  country ;' 
if  by  a  few  they  mean  all  who  have  spoken  in  the  most  favorable 
termis  of  Mr.  Schoolcraft's  book. 

"One  word  in  respect  to  the  'candor'  of  the  Trio,  and  we  have 
done.  It  would  seem  to  have  been  more  candid,  and  the  disavowal 
of  *an  inteiition  to  injure'  would  have  been  more  plausible,  if  the 
attack  had  been  commenced  when  the  author  was  present  to  de- 
fend himself,  and  not  when  he  is  in  the  depth  of  a  wilderness,  re- 
mote from  his  assailants  and  ignorant  of  their  criticisms.  But  we 
trust  he  has  left  many  friends  behind  who  will  promptly  and 
cheerfully  defend  his  reputation  till  his  return."    . 

On  reading  the  pieces,  I  fouhd  them  to  be  based  in  a  petty  spirit 
of  fault-finding,  uncandid,  illiberal,  and  without  wit,  science,  or 
learning.     It  is  said  in  a  book,  which  my  critics  did  not  seem  to 
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liare  caught  the  spirit  of — ^^  Should  not  the  multitude  of.  words 
be  answered,  and  should  a  man  fall  if  talk  be  justified  ?  Should 
thy  lies  make  men  held  their  peace,  and  when  thou  mockest  shall 
no  man  make  Hhee  ashamed?"  (Job  xi.  2,  8.)  My  blood  boiled. 
I  could  hare  accepted  and  approved  candid  and  learned  and  sciep- 
tific  criticism.  I  replied  in  the  papers,  pointing  out  the  gross 
illiberality  of  the  attack,  and  tried  to  provokef  a  discovery  of  the 
authors.  But  they  were  still  as  death  ;  the  mask  that  had  been 
assxmicd  to  shield  envy,  hypercriticism,  and  falsehood,  there  was 
neither  elevation  of  moral  purpose,  courage,  nor  honor,  to  lay  aside. 

In  the  mean  time,  all  my  correspondents  and  friends  sustained 
me.  Men  of  the  highest  standing  in  science  and  letters  wrote  to 
me.  A  friend  of  high  standing,  in  a  note  from  Washington 
(Oct.  24th)  congratulating  me  on  my  recovery  from  the  fever  at 
Chicago,  makes  the  following  allusion  to  this  concealed  and  spite- 
ful effort:  "When  in  Albany  I  procured  from  Mr*  Webster  copies 
of  them  (the  pieces),  with  a  view  to  say  something  in  the  papers, 
had  it  been  necessary.  But,  from  their  character  and  effect,  this 
would  have  been  wholly  unnecessary.  They  have  fallen  still-bom 
from  the  press.*' 

Mr.  Carter  (Oct.  28th)  says:  "G.  C.  was  at  my  room,  and  spoke 
of  the  numbers  with  the  utmost  contempt,  and  thought  they  were 
not  worth  noticing.  The  same  opinion  is  entertained  by  every  one 
whom  I  l^ave  heard  speak  on  the  subject.  Chancellor  Kent  told 
me  that  your  book  is  the  most  interesting  he  has  ever  read,  and 
that  the  attack  on  it  amounts  to  nothing.  Others  have  paid  it  the 
same  compliment,  and  I  think  your  fame  is  in  no  danger  of  being 
injured  by  the  Trio." 

Mr.  Baldwin,  a  legal  gentleonan  of  high  worth  and  standing, 
made  the  following  observations  in  one  of  the  city  papers,  under 
the  signature  of  "Albanian": — 

"  True  criticism  is  a  liberal  and  humane  art,  and  teaches  no 
less  to  point  out  and  admire  what  is  deserving  of  applause,  than 
to  detect  and  expose  blemishes  and  defects.  If  this  be  a  correct, 
definition  of  criticism,  and  '  Trio*  were  capable  of  filling  the  office 
he  has  assumed,  I  am  of  opinion  that'a  different  judgment  would 
have  been  pronounced  upon  Mr.  Schoolcraft's  book  of  travel^  ;.  and 
that  they  would  have  been  justly  eulogized,  and  held  up  for  the 
perusal  of  every  person  at  all  anxious,  about  acquiring  an  intimate 
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Imowlcdge  of  thq  interesting  country  through  which  he  traveled, 
and  which  he  so  ably  and  Jbeautifolly  described.  It  is  certainly 
true,  that  we  abound  in  (darling  critics,  whose  chief  delight  is  in 
finding  fault  with  works  of  native  production ;  and  thotLgh  it  is  not 
my  businifss  to  tread  upon  their  corn^,  I  could  wish  they  might  ever 
receive  that  castigation  and  contempt  which  they  merit  from  a 
liberal  and  enlightened  public.  In  the  first  article  wUeh  appeared 
in  your  useful  paper,  over  the  signature  of.  ^  Trio,'  I  thought  I 
discovered  only  the  effervescence  pf  a  pedantic  and  caviling  dis- 
position;.  but,  when  I  find  that  writer  making  false  and  erroneous 
statements,  and  drawing  deductions  therefrom  unfavorable  to  Mr. 
Schoolcraft,  I  deprecate  the  evil,  and  invite  the  public  to  a  free 
and  candid  investigation  pf  the  truth.  Not  satisfied  with  detractr 
ing  from  the  merits  of  Mr.  Schoolcraft's  work,  'Trio'  indulges  in 
some  bitter  and  illiberal  remarks  upon  those  gentlemen  w^o  com- 
posed the  Yellow  Stone  River  expedition ;  and  to  show  how  little 
qualified  he  is  for  the  subject,  I  wilLventure  to  declare  him^^orant 
of  the  very  first  principles  upon  which  that  expedition  was  organ- 
ized." 

So  much  for  the  "Trio."  No  actual  discovery  of  the  authors 
was  made ;  but  from  information  subsequently  obtained,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  their  names  are  denoted  under  the  anagram  Lenictha. 

Other  criticisms  of  a  different  stamp  were,  however,  received 
from  high  sources,  speaking  weU  of  the  work,  which  may  here  be 
mentioned.  Professor  Silliman  writes  from  New  Ebven,  November 
22d :  ''  I  perused  your  travels  with  great  satisfaction }  they  have 
imparted  to  me  a  great  deal  of  information  and  pleasure.  Could 
any  scientific  friend  of  yours^  (Captain  Pouglass,  for  instance) 
prepare  a  notice,  or  a  review,  I  would  cheerfuHy  insert  it. 

'^  In  reading  your  travels,  I  marked  with  a  pencil  the  scientific 
notices,  and  especially  those  on  mineralogy  and  geology,  thinking 
that  I  might  at  a  future  period  embody  them  into  iotn  article 
for  the  journal.  Would  it  not  be  consistent  with  your  time  and 
occupations  to  do  this,  and  forward  me  the  article  ?  I  would  be 
greatly  pleased  also  to  receive  from  you  a  notice  of  the  fluor  spar 
from  Illinois ;  of  the  fossil  tree;  and,  in  short,  any  of  your  scientific 
or  miscellaneous  observations,  which  you  may  see  fit  to  intrust  to 
the  pages  of  the  journal,  I  shall  be  happy  to  receive,  and  trust 
they  Would  not  have  a  disadvantageous  introduction  to  the  world." 
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How  different  is  this  in  its  spirit  and  temper  from  the  flimsy 
thoughts  o£  the  Trio  ! 

Literary  Sonars. — Dr.  Alfred  S,  Monson,  of  New  Haven,  in- 
forms me  (November  28d)  of  mj  election  As  a  memb^  of  the 
American  Geological  Society.  Mr.  Austin  Abbott  communicates 
notice  of  my  election  as  a  member  of  the.  Hudson  Lyceum  of 
Natural  History. 

Appointment  under  Government— A  friend  in  high  confidence 
at  Washington  writes  (iJovember  4th):  "  3!he  proposition  to 
remove  from  Sackett's  Harbor  to  the  Sault  of  St.  Mary  a  battalion 
of  the  army,  and  to  establish  a  military  post  at  the  latter  place, 
has  been  submitted  by  Mr.  Calhoun  to  the  President.  The  pres- 
sure of  other  subjects  has  required  an  investigation  and  decision 
since  his  return ;  so  that  he  has  not  yet  beeii  able  to  examine  this 
matter.  Mr.  Calhoun  is  himself  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  mea*- 
sure,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  such  will  be  the  result  of  th^ 
Presidential  deliberation.  The  question  is  too  plain,  and  the  con- 
siderations connected  with  it  too  obvious  and  important,  to  allow 
any  prominent  difficulties  to  intrude  themselves  between  the  con- 
ception and  the  execution  of  the  measure.  If  a  post  be  established, 
it  is  almost  certain  that  an  Indian  agency  will  be  located  there, 
and^  in  the  event,  it  is  qtdte  certain  that  you  will  be  appointed 

the  agent." 

> 

Loss  of  the  ^^  Walk'tnrthc'Water.** — This  fine  steamer  wds 
wrecked  near  the  foot  of  Lake  Erie,  in  November.  A  friend  in 
Detroit  writes  (November  17th):  "This  accident  may  be  consider- 
ed as  one  of  the  greatest  misfortunes  which  have  ever  befallen 
Michigan,  for  in  addition  to  its  having  deprived  us  of  all  certain 
and  speedy  communication  with  the  civilized  world,  I  am  feai'ful 
it  wiU  greatly  check  the  progress  of  emigration  and  improvement. 
They  speak  of  three  new  boats  on  Lake  Erie  next  season ;  I  hope 
they  maybe  erected,  but  such  reports  are  always  exaggerated.** 

Geology  of  Detroit. — "No  accurate  measurement  that  I  can 
find  has  ever  been  made  of  the  height  of  the  bank  of  the  river  at 
this  place.  As  near  as  I  can  ascertain,  however,  from  those  who 
have  endeavored  to  obtain  correct  information  respecting  it,  and 
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fr^ASi  ittj  o^n  judgment,  I  gboold  euppofie  the  base  of  the  pillars 
4^  :/>;  upf/er  end  of  the  market-Loose,  wbicli  stand  three  hundred 
fwrt  ffoic  the  water's  edge,  to  be  thirty-three  feet  above  the  sur- 
face of  the  rirer.  The  bank  is  of  a  gentle  descent  towards  the 
vat^,  and  gradoally  recedes  from  the  rirer  for  one  mile  above  the 
Ifnrer  line  of  the  city. 

^^  In  digging  a  well  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  city,  pi  the 
itre<rt  near  the  Council  House,  the  loam  appeared  to  be  about  a 
foot  and  a  half  deep.  The  workmen  then  passed'  through  a 
stratum  of  bhie  clay  of  eight  or  ten  feet,  when  they  struck  a  vein 
of  coarse  sand,  eight  inches  in  thickness,  through  which  \iie  water 
entered  so  fast,  as  to  almost  prevent  them  from  going  deeper. 
They,  however,  proceeded  through  another  bed  of  blue  clay, 
twenty  or  twenty-two  feet,  and  came  to  a  fine  yellow  sand,  resem- 
bling quicksand,  into  which  they  dug  three  feet  and  stopped,  having 
found  sufficient  water.  The  whole  depth  of  the  well  was  thirty* 
three  feet. 

"  The  water  is  clear,  and  has  no  bad  taste.  No  vegetable  or 
other  remains  were  found,  and  only  a  few  small  stones  and  pebbles, 
such  as  are  on  the  shores  of  the  river.  A  little  coarse  dark  sand 
and  gravel  were  found  below  the  last  bed  of  clay,  on  the  top  of 
the  yellow  sand." 

The  boring  for  water  in  1830  was  extended,  on.  the  Fort  Shelby 
plateau,  260  feet.  After  passing  ten  feet  of  alluvion,  the  auger 
passed  through  115  feet  of  blue  clay,  with  quicksand,  then  two  of 
beach  sand  and  pebbles,  when  the  limestone  rock  was  struck.  It 
was  geodiferous  for  sixty  feet,  then  lies  sixty-five,  then  a  carbon- 
ate of  lime  eight  feet,  at  which  depth  the  efibrt  was  relinquished 
unsuccessfully. — Historical  and  Scientific  Sketches  of  Michigan, 

^' Bed  of  the  Detroit  River. — ^I  am  induced  to  believe  the  bed 
of  the  Biver  Detroit  is  cluy,  from  the  fact  that  it  afibrds  good 
anchorage  for  vessels.  Neither  limestone  nor  any  other  rock  has 
ever  been  discovered  in  it." 

Murder  of  Dr.  Madison. — A  gentleman  at  the  West  writes  to 
me  (Nov.  17):  "As  to  the  murder  of  Dr.  Madison,  the  facts 
were,  that  he  started  from  Oreen  Bay,  with  three  soldiers,  to  go  to 
Chicago,  and  from  thence  to  his  wife  in  Kentucky,  who,  during 
Ilia  absence,  had  added  ^  one'  to  the  family.     The  Indian  Ke-taw- 
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kah  had  left  the  bay  the  day  previous,  had  passed  the  Indian 
Tillage  on  the  Manatoowack  River,  on  his  way  to  Chebiogan  on 
the  west  side  of  Lake  Michigan,  to  see  a  relative,  but  had  turned 
back.  When  the  Doctor  met  him,  he  was  standing  by  the  side  of 
a  tree,  apparently^  unemployed.  The  Indian,  says  the  Doctor, 
addressed  him,  and  said  something,  from  which  he  understood  they 
wanted  them  to  guide  him  to  Chicago.  As  he  knew  he  should  get 
something  to  eat  from  them,  he  concluded  he  would  go  with  them 
as  far  as  Chebiogan.  Accordingly,  he  fell  in  with  the  party  about 
2  P.  M.,  and  walked  on  until  they  had  passed  the  Manatoowack 
River,  about  three  miles. 

"They  came  to  a^ small  rise  of  ground,  over  which  two  of  the 
soldiers  had  passed,  and  the  other  was  by  the  side  of  the  Doctor's 
horse,  and  both  were  just  on  the  top.  The  Indian  was  about  two 
rods  in  the  rear,  and  was  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  when  a  gun  was 
fired  in  the  rear,  and  Madison  received  the  charge  in  his  shoulders 
and  in  the  back  of  his  neck,  and  immediately  fell  from  his  horse. 
The  Indian  instantly  disappeared.  T^e  Doctor  exclaimed,  ^  Oh ! 
why  has  that  Indian  shot  me?  I  never  did  him  or  any  of  them  any 
injury.  To  kill  me,  too,  when  I  was  just  returning  to  my  wife  and 
my  little  child,  which  I  have  never  seen !  It  is  more  painful  than 
death.'  His  conversation  was  very  pathetic,  as  related  by  the 
soldier,  and  all  who  heard  him  were  greatly  affected. 

"The  Indian  says  he  shot  him  without  any  cause  or  malice; 
that  thq  thought  came  into  his  head,  about  two  minutes  before, 
that. he  would  kill  one  of  the  four;  and  when  he  saw  the  Doctor 
on  the  top  of  the  hill,  he  concluded  he  would  fire  at  him,  to  see 
how  pretty  he  would  fall  off  his  horse.'' 

These  things  transpired  late  in  the  fall.  I  did  not  reach  Albany 
till  late  in  December,  and  immediately  began  to  prepare  my 
geological  repQrt. 
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CHAPTEfi'VIII. 

Xev-Tesring-'A  procpeet  opened — Poem  of  Ontwur— Indian  biography — 
FoMil  tree— Letters  from  Tarions  persons — Noiiee  of  Ontwa — Professor 
Siliiman — Got.  Clinton — Hon.  J.  Meigs — Colonel  Benton — Mr.  Dickenson 
— Professor  Hall — ^Yiewsx)f  Ejc^presidents  Madison,  Jefferson,  and  Adams 
on  geologj—- Geological  notices — Plan  of  a  gazetteeF-4)if>inions  of  m j 
Xarratite  Jaumtd  by  scientific  gentlemen — The  impostor  John  Dnn  Hnnter 
— Trip  np  the  Potomac — Mosaical  chronology — Visit  to  Mount  Vernon. 

1822.  Jan.  lit. — ^I  spent  this  day  a  New-Tearing.  Albany 
is  a  dear  place  for  the  first  of  January;  not  only  the  hatLsetot 
every  one^  bnt  the  hearts  of  every  one  seem  open  on  this  day.  It 
IB  no  slight  praise  to  say  that  one  day  out  of  the  three  hundred, 
and  sixty-five  is  consecrated  to  general  hospitality  and  warm- 
hearted cordiality.  If  St.  Nicholas  was  the  author  of  this  custom, 
he  was  a  social  saint ;  and  the  custom  seems  to  be  as  completely 
kept  up  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  as  it  ever  could  hav«  been  on 
the  banks  of  the  Bhine. 

Jan.  5th. — My  experience  is  that  he  who  would  rise,  in  science 
or  knowledge,  must  toil  incessantly ;  it  is  the  price  at  which  success 
sells  her  favors.  During  the  last  four  years,  I  have  passed  not  less 
than  ten  thousand  miles,  and  in  all  this  time  I  have  scarcely  lain 
down  one  night  without  a  feeling  that  the  next  day's  success  nmst 
depend  upon  a  fresh  appeal  to  cotitinued  effort.  My  pathway  has 
certainly  not  lain  over  beds  of  gold,  nor  my  pillow  been  composed 
of  down.  And  yet  my  success  has  served  to  raise  the  envy  and 
malignity  of  some  minds.  True,  these  have  been  small  minds; 
while  a  just  appreciation  and  approval  have  marked  the  course  of 
the  exalted  and  enlightened.  A  friend  writes  from  Washington, 
this  day,  assuring  me  that  I  am  not  forgotten  in  high  quarters. 
"The  occupation,*'  he  says,  "of  the  Sault  has  been  decided  on, 
and  I  have  but  little  doubt  of  your  appointment  to  the  agency^ 
Make  your  mind  easy.     I  am  certain  the  government  will  not  for- 
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get  70U,  and  I  never  can.    I  shall  not  lose  sight  of  jour  interest 
a  moment.*' 

Thus,  while  an  envious  little  clique  here  has,  in  my  absence, 
clandestinely  thrown  most  uncandid  censure  upon  tne  and  my  labors, 
a  vista  of  honor  is  presented  to  my  hopes  from  a  higher  source. 

While  recovering  from  the  prostrating  effects  of  my  Chicago, 
fever,  I  had  drawn  up  a  memoir  for  the  American  Geological  So- 
ciety, which  had  made  me  a  member,  on  the  fossil  tree  observed 
in  the  stratification  of  the  Des  Plaines,  of  the  Illinois,  and  took 
the  occasion  of  being  detained  here  in  making  my  report,  to  prii^t 
it,  and  circulate  copies.  It  appeared  to  be  a  good  opportunity, 
while  calling  attention  to  the  fact  described,  to  connect  it  with  the 
system  of  secondary  r.ocks^  as  explained  by  geologists.  In  this 
way,  the  occurrence  of  perhaps  a  not  absolutely  unique  phenome- 
non is  made  a  vehicle  of  conveying  geological  information,  which 
is  now  sought  with  avidity  in  the  country.  This  step  brought  me 
many  correspondents  of  note. 

Mr.  Madison  (Ex-President  United  States)  writes  (Jan.  22): 
^'  The  present  is  a  very  inquisitive  age,  and  its  researches  of  late 
have  been  ardently  directed  to  the  primitive  composition  and 
structure  of  our  globe,  as  far  as  it  has  been  penetrated,  and  to  the 
processes  by  which  succeeding  changes  have  been  produced.  The 
discoveries  already  made  are  encouraging;  but  vast  room  is  left  for 
the  fiurther  industry  and  sagacity  of  geologists.  This  is  sufficiently 
shown  Iqt  the  opposite  theories  which  have  been  espoused ;  one  of 
them  regarding  water,  the  other  fire,  as  the  great  agent  employed 
by  nature  in  her  work. 

^^It  may  well  be  pxpected  that  this  hemisphere,  which  has  been 
least  explored,  will  yield  its  full  proportion  of  materials  towards  a 
satisfactory  system.  Your  zealous  efforts  to  share  in  the  contrir 
butions  do  credit  to  your  love  of  truth  and  devotion  to  the  cause 
of  science,  and  I  wish  they  may  be  rewarded  with  the  success  they 
promise,  and  with  all  the  personal  gratifications  to  which  they 
entitle  you.'* 

Mr.  Jefferson  (Ex-President  United  States)  sends  a  note  of 
thanks  (Jan«  26th)  in  the  following  words :  "  It  is  a  valuable  ele- 
ment towards  the  knowledge  we  wish  to  obtain  of  the  crust  of  the 
globe  we  inhabit;  and,  as  crust  alone  is  immediately  interesting 
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to  us,  ire  are  only  to  guard  against  drawing  our  conclusions  deeper 
than  we  dig.  Tou  are  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  lovers  of 
science  for  the  preservation  of  this  fact.** 

Mr.  John  Adams  (Ex-President  United  States^  Jan.  27th)  says : 
"  I  thank  you  for  your  memoir  on  the  fossil  tree,  which  is  very 
well  written;  and  the  coi^jectures  on  the  processes  of  nature  in 
producing  it  are  plausible  and  probable. 

^'  I  once  ^lay  a  week  wind-bpund  in  Portland  road,  in  England, 
.  and  went  often  ashore,  and  ascended  the  noountain  from  whence 
they  get  all  the  ^Portland  stone  that  they  employ  in  building.  In 
a  morning  walk  with  some  of  the  American  passengers  from  the 
Lucretia,  Captain  Calehan,  we  passed  by  a  handsome,  house,  at 
the  foot  of  the  hill,  with  a  handsome  front  yard  before  it.  Upon 
the  top  of  one  of  the  posts  of  this  yard  lay  a  fi^h,  coiled  up  in  a 
spiral  figure,  which  caught  my  eye.  I  stopped  and  gazed  at  it  with 
some  curiosity.  Presently  a  person,  in  the  habit  and  ap{)earance  of 
a  substantial  and  well-bred  English  gentleman,  appeared  at  his  door 
and  ad^dressed  me.  '  Sir,  I  perceive  that  your  attention  is  fixed 
on  my  fish.  That  is  a  conger  eel^a  species  that  aboundB  in  .these 
seas;  we  see  them  repeatedly,  at  the  depth  of  twelve  feet  water, 
lying  exactly  ifi  that  position.  That  stone,  as  it  now  appears, 
was  dug  up  from  the  bowels  of  this  moun|;ain,  at  the  depth  of 
twenty  feet  below  the  surface,  in  the  midst  of  the  rocks.  Now, 
sir,'  said  he,  '  at  the  time  of  the  deluge,  these  neighboring  seiiB  ^ 
.  were  thrown  np  into  that  mountain,  and  this  fish,  Lying  at  the 
bottom,  was  thrown  up  with  the  rest,  and  then  petrified,  in  the 
very  posture  in  which  he  lay.' 

^^I  was  charmed  with  the  eloquence  of  this  profound  philosopher, 
as  well. as  with  his  civility,  and  said  that  I  Could  not  account  for 
.  the  phenomenon  by  any  more  plausible  or  probable  hypothjesis. 

'^  This  is  a  lofty  hill  and  very  steep,  and  in  the  road  up  and 
down,  there  are  flat  and  smooth  rocks  of  considerable  extent.  The 
commerce  in  Portland  stone  frequently  calls  for  huge  masses,  from 
ten  to  fifteen  tons  weight.  These  are  loaded  on  very  strong  wheels, 
and  drawn  by  ten  or  twelve  pair  of  horses.  When  they  come  to 
one  of  those  flat  rocks  on  the  side  of  the  hill  where  the  descent  is 
fiteep,  they  take  off  six  or  eight  pair  of  horses,  and  attach  them 
behind  the  wagon,  and  lash  them  up  hill,  while  one  or  two  pair 
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of  horses  in  front  hftye  to  drag  the  wagon  and  its  load  and  six 
or  eight  pair  of  horses  behind  it,  backwards. 

"  I  give  you  this  history  by  way  of  comment  on  Dr.  Franklin's 
famous  argumeat  against  a  mixed  government;  That  great  man 
ought  not  to  have  quoted  this  as  a  New  England  custom,  because 
it  waa  an  English  practice  before  New  England  existed,  and  is  a 
happy  illustration  of  the  necessity  of  a  balanced  government. 

^^  And  since  I  hikve  mentioned  .Dr.  Franklin,  I  will  relate  ano- 
ther fact  which  I  had  from  his  mouth.  When  he  lived  at  Passy, 
a  new  quarry  of  stone  was  opened  in  the  garden  of  Mr.  Ray 
de  Chaumont,  and,  at  the  depth  of  twenty  feet,  was  found  among  ^ 
the  rocks  a  shark's  tooth,  in  perfect  preservation,  which  I  sup- 
pose my  Portland  friend  would  account  for  as  he  did  for  his  conger 
eel,  though  the  tooth  was  not  petrified." 

Thus,  my  memoir  was  the  cause  of  the  expression  of  opinions 
and  facts  from  distinguished  individuals,  which  possess  an  interest 
distinct  from  the  bearing  Of  such  opinions  on  geology. 

Mr.  Carter,  who  has  just  transferred  the  publication  of  the 
Statesman  from  Albany  to  New  York,  writes  (Jan.  10th)  from 
the  latter  city,  urging  me  to  hasten  my  return  to  that  city. 

Poem  an  the  theme  of  the  Aborigines. — "  I  have,"  he  remarks, 
'^  read  Ontwa,  the  Indian  poein  you  spoke  to  me  about  last  sum- 
mer. The  notes  by  Grovernor  Cass  are  extremely  interesting,  and 
written  in  a  superior  style.  I  shall  notice. the  work  in  a. few 
days.;' 

Geology  of  New  York  Island. — "  I  wish  you  to  give  me  an  , 
article  on  the  mineralogy  and  geology  of  Manhattan  Island,  in 
the  form  of  a  letter  purporting  to  be  by  a  foreign  traveler.  (See 
Appendix,  No.  2.)  It  is  my  intention  to  give  a  series  of  letters, 
partly  by  myself  and  partly  by  others,  which  shall  take  notice  of 
everything  in  and  about  the  city  which  may  be  deemed  interesting. 
I  wish  to  begin  at  the  foundation  by  giving  a  geographical  and 
geological  sketch  of  the  Island." 

Indian  Biography. — ^^  Colonel  Haines  also  wishes  you  to  unite 
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*it.K  Mm  ftnrl  my^lf,  in  writiog  a  series  of  sketches  of  celebrated 


ffifli 


ttinn/' 


t^rofts^nnfft  HiWimtn  writes  (Jan.  20th),  acknowledging  the  receipt 
(4  1^  memoir  on  the  fosnl  tree  of  the  River  Des  Plaines,  which 
Wjk4  prepared  for  the  American  Geological  Society.  Be  requests 
m^  tA  fomish  him  a  copy  of  my  memoir  on  the  geology  of  the  rd- 
(p^mn  Turited  by  the  recent  expedition,  or,  if  it  be  too  long  for  the 
purym^  of  the  Ameriean  Jaurnalj  ^n  abstract  of  it. 


ImprettwM  h^  Lmettcne. — ''I  ai9  much  obliged  to 
y<>ii  for  your  kind  intentian  of  furnishing  me  with  a  paper  on  the 
rnpremoo^  in  limestone,  and  I  hope  you  will  beHr  it  in  mind,  and 
execute  it  aeeording^y. 

^I  hare  obserred  the  appointment  which  the  newspapers  state 
iStsax  yo«i  hare  recei?ed  from  the  goTemment,  and  regret  that  it 
earries  yov  so  far  sooth,*  into  an  unhealthy  climate;  wishing  you, 
however,  heakh  and  leisure  to  pursue  those  studies  which'  you  have 
hitherto  proeeeuted  so  successfuDy.'* 

Vtolemor  Frederick  HaD,  of  Middlebury  College,  addresses  me 
'•Jan.  14ch)  on  the  same  subject.  He  alludes  to  my  treatise  ^*'  On 
the  lEnes,  ^Gnerals^  kc^  of  the  western  section  of  the  United 
States  i"  a  wori^  for  wldeh  our  country  and  the  world  are  deeply 
iodebced  to  your  enlightened  enterprise  and  unrelaxipg  zeal. 
Before  reafisg  it,  I  had  a  very  inadequate  conception  of  the  actual 
extent  and  ridies  of  the  lead  mines  of  the  West.  It  seems,  ac-. 
cording  to  your  account,  that  these  mines  are  an  exhaustless  source 
of  wealth  to  the  United  States.  I  should  feel  glad  to  have  them 
pot  under  yoar  saperintendence ;  and  to  have  you  nurture  up  a 
race  of  expert  mineralogists,  and  become  a  Werner  among  them." 

Professor  SiHiman  writes  (Jan.  2dth):  "When  I  wrote  you  last, 
I  had  not  been  able  to  procure  your  memoir  on  the  fossil  tree.  I 
read  it.  however,  isunediately  after,  and  was  so  much  pleased  with 
it,  that  I  extracted  the  most  important  parts  in  the  American 
JoumaLf  giving  credit,  of  course,  to  you  and  to  the  Geological 
Society." 

Jan.  2Wk.  Chester  Dewy,  Professor,  &c.,  in  Williams  College, 
*  This  18  evidently  an  allasion  to  St  Mary's,  in  Georgia,  instead  of  Michigan. 
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Mass.,  writes  a  most  kind  and  friendly  letter,  in  which  he  pre- 
sents various  subjects,  in  the  great  area  of  the  West,  visited  by 


Chalk  Formation, — '^Mr,  Jessup,  of  Philadelphia,  told  me  that 
he  believed  you  doubted  respecting  the  chalk  of  Missouri,  in  which 
you  found  nodules  of  ffints. .  I  wish  to  ask  if  this  be  fact.  From  the^ 
situation,  and  characteri^  and  uses,  you  might  easily  be  led  into  a 
mbtake,.  for  such  a  bed  of  any  other  earth  would  be  far  less  to  be 
expected,  and  be  also  a  far  greater  curiosity/' 

Petrorilex,  ^c. — "  By  the  way,  I  received  from  Dr.  Torrey  a 
curious  mixture  of  petrosilpx  and  prehnite  in  r^iating.  crystals, 
which  was  sent  him  by  you,  and  collected  at  the  West.  He  did 
not  tell  me  the  name,  but  exaiQination  showed  me  what  it  was." 

Tufa  from  Western  New  York. — "  To  day,  a  Quaker  from 
Semproniua,  New  York,  has  shown  me  some  fine  tufa.  I  mention 
it,  because  you  may,  in  your  travels,  be  able  to  see  it.  He  says 
it  covers  an  acre  or  more  to  a  great  depth,  is  burned  into  excel- 
lent lime,  with  great  ease,  and  is  very  valuable,  as  no  good  lime- 
stone is  found  near  them.  Some  of  it  is  very  soft,  like  agaric 
mineral,  and  would  be  so  called,  were  it  not  associated  with  beau- 
tiful tufa  of  a  harder  kind."' 

Geology  cf  America, — '^  You  h^ve  explored  in  fine  situations, 
to  extend  the  knowledge  of  ,the  geology  of  our  country,  and  have 
made  great  discoveries.  I  congratulate  you  on  what  you  have 
been  able  to  do ;  I  hope  you  may  be  able,  if  you  wish  it,  to  add 
still  more  to  our  knowledge,!' 

Jan,  29^A.  Mr.  McNabb  says :  ^^  I  have  just  received  a  speci- 
men of  excellent  pit-coal  from  Tioga  county,  Pennsylvania,  near 
the  head  of  the  south  branch  of  the  Tioga  River,  and  about  twenty 
miles  south  from  Painted  Post,  in  Steuben  County.  The  quantity 
ia  said  to  be  inexhaustible,  and  what  renders  it  of  still  greater 
importance  is,  that  arks  and  rafts  descend  from  within  four  or  five 
miles  of  the  mines." 
6 
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JV^  Onz^U^r  of  N^.w  Y^k. — ^Mr.  Carter  writes  (Feb.  5th) 
ifmunpl^f,riH\j  fX  f h^  'Vione  of  afiurf  at  WaBhington,  as  notfayoriiig 
%\\^.  »prf  in  of  ^;cplorati/>n.  lie  proposes,  in  the  erent  of  my  not' 
r^.^/;r/Ir»^  th^  'y>nt/'.mplated  appointment,  the  plan  of  a  Gazetteer 
^A  yifiiw  Yf^k^  on  an  enlarged  and  scientific  basis.  ^^  I  have  often 
0izpr*A^A  to  jo«i  mj  opinion  of  the  Spafford  Gazetteer  of  this 
fiut^.  It  ia  vholly  vnwonhy  of  public  patronage,  and  wonld  not 
stand  in  th«  vaj  of  a  good  work  of  the  kind ;  and  such  a  one,  I 
ka7e  the  ranitj  to  beEere,  oer  joint  efforts  could  produce.  It 
would  b^  a  permanent  work,  with  sUgfat  alterations,  as  the  State 
might  undergo  changes.  Mj  plan  would  be  for  you  to  travel 
over  the  Htate,  and  make  a  complete  mmeralogical,  and  geological, 
and  statistical  surejof  it,  wkicb  would  probably  take  you  a  year 
or  more.  la  the  mean  tone,  I  would  derote  all  my  leisure  to  the 
colleetion  and  arrangement  of  such  other  materials  as  we  should 
need  in  the  compilation  of  the  work." 

FeL  IfuJL  ProfuBor  Dewy  writes,  vindicating  my  views  of  the 
Hottonian  doctrinei,  respecting  the  formation  of  secondary  rocks, 
irikich  he  had  doubted,  on  the  first  perusal  of  my  memoir  of  the 
fossil  tree  of  minoia. 

Fel.  20rA.  Caleb  Atwmter,  Esq.,  of  Circleville,  Ohio,  the  author 
of  the  antiquarian  papers  in  the  first  volume  of  Archseologise  Amer- 
ieana^  writes  on  the  oocanoa  of  my  geological  memoir.  He  com- 
pletely confounds  the  infiltrated  q>ecimen  of  an  entire  tree,  in  the 
external  strata,  and  of  a  recent 'age,  whidi  is  prominently  de- 
scribed in  my  paper,  with  ordinary  caats  and  impressions  of  organic 
remains  in  the  elder  secondary  rock  eolunn. 

Feb.  2\t1u  Mr.  McXabb  communicates  further  facts  and  dis- 
coveries of  the  mineral  wealth,  resources,  and  prospects  of  Western 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania. 

Narrative  Journal. — ^Pk^fessor  Silliman  (March  5th)  communi- 
cates an  extract  of  a  letter  to  lum  from  Daniel  Wadsworth,  Esq., 
of  Hartford,  to  whom  he  had  loaned  my  Narrative. 

**  I  have  been  veiy  mudi  entertained  with  the  tour  to  the  west- 
em  lakes.  I  think  Mr.  Schoolcraft  writes  in  a  most  agreeable 
manner ;  there  is  such  an  entire  absence  of  affectation  in  all  he 
says,  as  well  as  his  manner  of  saying  it,  that  no  one  can  help  being 
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exeeedingly  pleased,  even  if  the  book  had  not  in  any  other  respect 
a  great  deal  of  merit.  The  whole  seems  such  real  and  such  abso- 
lute matter  of -fact,  that  I  feel  as  if  I  had  performed  the  journey 
with  the  trayeller. 

*^  All  I  regret  about  it  is  that  it  was  not  consistent  with  his 
plans  to  tell  ua  more  of  what  might  be  considered  the  domestic 
part  of  the  expedition,  the  character  and  conduct  of  those  who 
were  of  the  party,  their  health,  difficulties,  opinions,  and  treat- 
ment of  each  other,  kc.  &o.  As  his  book  was  a  sort  of  official 
work,  I  suppose  he  thought  this  would  not  do,  and  I  wish  he  now 
would  give  his  friends  (and  let  us  be  amongst  them)  a  manuscript' 
of  the  particulars  that  are  not  for  the  public.  Mrs.  W.  has  also 
been  as  much  pleased  as  myself." 

Under  the  date  of  March  22d,  Sir  Humphrey  Davy,  in  a  pri- 
vate letter  to  Dr.Hosack,  says: — 

*^  Mr.  Schoolcraft's  narrative  is  admirable,  both  for  the  facts  it 
develops  and  for  the  simplicity  and  clearness  of  the  details;  he 
has  accomplished  great  things  by  such  means,  and  offers  a  good 
model  for  a  traveler  in  a  new  country.  I  lent  his  book  to  our 
veteran  philosophical  geographer.  Major  Rennel,  who  was  highly 
pleased  with  it ;  copies  of  it  would  sell  well  in  England." 

Dr.  Silliman  apprises  me  that  Professor  Douglass  expects  my 
geological  report  as  part  of  his  work. 

Having  now  finished  my  geological  report,  I  determined  to  take 
it  to  Washington.  On  reaching  New  York,  I  took  lodgings  at  the 
Franklin  House,  then  a  private  boarding-house,  where  my  friends, 
Mr.  Carter  and  Ccdonel  Haines,  had  rooms.  While  here,  I  was 
introduced  one  day  to  a  man  who  subsequently  attracted  a  good 
deal  of  notice  as  a  literary  impostor.  This  was  a  person  named 
Hunter.  He  said  that  he  derived  this  name  from  his  origin  in  the 
Indian  country.  He  had  a  soft,  compliant,  half  quizzical  look, 
and  appeared  to  know  nothing  precisely,  but  dealt  in  vague  ac- 
counts and  innuendoes.  Having  gone  to  London,  the  ^l^ooksellers 
thought  him,  it  appears,  a  good  subject  for  a  book,  and  some  hack 
was  employed  to  prepare  it.  It  had  a  very  slender  basis  in  any 
observations  which  this  man  was  capable  of  furnishing;  but 
abounded  in  misstatements  and  vituperation  of  the  policy  of  this 
government  respecting  the  Indians.     This  fellow  is  handled  in  the 
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Oct.  Ho.  of  the  North  American  Beview,  for  1825,  in  &  manner 
which  gives  yerj  little  encouragement  to  literary  adventurers  and 
cheats.  The  very  man^  John  Dunn,  of  Missouriy^fter  whom  he 
affected  to  have  been  named,  denies  that  he  ever  heard  of  him. 

I  ha^j  thus  far,  seen  .but  little  of  the '  Atlantic,  except  what 
could  be  observed  in  a  trip  from  New  Orleaim  to  New  York,-  and 
knew  very  little  of  its  coasts  by  personal  examination.  I  had 
never  seen  more  of  the  Chesapeake  than  could  be  shown  from  the 
head  of  that  noble  bay,  and  wished  to  explore  the  Valley  of  the 
Potomac.  For  this  puipose,  I  took  passage  in  a  coasting  vessel 
|tt  New  York,  and  had  a  voyage  of  a  novel  and  agreeable  kind, 
which  supplied  me  with  the  desired  information.  At  Old'  Point 
Comfort,  I  remained  at  >the  liotel  while  the  vessel  tarried.  In 
ascending  the  Potomac  one  night,  while  aaohored,  a  negro  song 
was  wafted  in  the  stillness  of  the  atmosphere.  I  could  distinctly 
hear  the  following  words  :--T 

Gentlemen,  he  eome  from  de  Maryland  shore, 
See  how  maasa  gray  mare  ^. 

Go,  gray,  go, 

Go,  gray,  go; 
See  how  masaa  gray  mare  go. 

I  reached  Washington  late  in  March,  and  sent  in  my  geological 
report  on  the  2d  of  April.  Mr.  Calhoun,  who  acknowledged  it 
OA  the  6th,  referred  it  to  the  Topographical  Bureau.  Some  ques- 
tion, connected  with  the  establishment  of  an  agency  in  Florida^ 
complicated  my  matter.  Otherwise  it  appeared  to  be  a  mere 
question  of  time.  The  Secretai^  of  War  left  me  no  room  to 
doubt  that  his  feelings  were  altogether  friendly.  Mr.  Monroe  was 
also  friendly. 

Additional  Judicial  District  in  Michigan. — J.  D.  Doty,  Esq., 
wrot^  to  ny  (April  8th)  on  this,  subject.  So  far  as  my  judgment 
and  observation  went,  they  wer#  favorable  to  this  project.  Besides, 
if  I  was  to  become  an  inhabitant  of  the  district,  as  things  now 
boded,  it  would  be  desirable  to  me  to  dwell  in  a  country  where  the 
laws,  in  their  higher  aspects,  were  periodically  administered.  I 
had,  therefore,  every  reason  to  favor  it. 
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Skeptical  Views  of  the  Mo%aical  Chronology, — Baptiste  Irvine, 
Esq.,  in  referring  to  some  criticism  of  liis  in  relation  to  the  dis- 
coYery  of  fossils  by  a  distinguished  individual,  brings  this  subject 
forward  in  a  letter  of  April  19th.  This  individual  had  written  to 
him,  impugning  his  criticisms. 

"  I  regret,*'  he  observes,  "  the  cause,  and  shall  endeavor  to  give 
publicity  to  his  (my  friend's)  observations;  though  hardly  necessary 
to  him,  they  may  yet  awaken  some  ideas  in  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple on  the  wonders  of  physics  I  had  almost  said  the  %low  miracles 
of  creation.  For  if  ever  there  was  a  time  when  matter  existed 
not,  it  is  pretty  evident  that  millions  of  years  were  necessary  to 
establish  order  on  chaos,  instead  of  six  days.  Let  Cuvier,  &c., 
temporize  as  they  may.  However,  it  is  the  humble  allotment  of 
the  herd  to  believe  or  stare  ;  it  is  the  glory  of  intelligent  men  to 
acquire  and  admire."  *'  For  the  memoir  I  am  very  thankful,  abd 
I  perceive  it  alters  the  case.'' 

April  22d.  Mount  Vernon. — In  a  pilgrimage  to  this  spot,  if 
political  veneration  may  assume  that  name,  I  was  accompanied  by 
Honorable  Albert  H.  Tracy,  Mr.  Buggies,  and  Mr.  Alfred  Conk- 
ling  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  all  of  New  York.  We  took 
a  carriage,  and  reached  the  hallowed  place  in  good  season,  and  were 
politely  admitted  to  all  the  apartments  and  grounds,  which  give 
interest  to  every  tread.  I  brought  some  pebbles  of  common  quartz 
and  bits  of  brown  oxide  of  iron,  from  the  top  of  the  rude  tomb, 
and  we  all  broke  branches  of  the  cedars  growing  there.  We  gazed 
into  the  tomb,  through  an  aperture  over  the  door,  where  bricks 
had  been  removed,  and  thought,  at  last,  that  we  could  distinguish 
the  coffin. 

Human  Feet  figured  on  Rock  at  St.  Louis. — The  Honorable 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  in  a  letter  of  29th  April,  expresses  the  opinion 
that  these  are  antiquities,  and  not ''  prints,"  and  that  they  are  of 
the  age  of  the  mounds  on  the  American  bottom. 


Mineralogy. — J.  D.  Doty,  Esq.,  transmits  (May  6th)  from  the 
vicinity  of  Martinsburg,  New  York,  specimens  of  the  geological 
structure  of  that  neighborhood. 
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Au^tin^i  Colony.^--^  What  you  have  said  to  me  heretofore,  con- 
oeming  Mr,  Austin's  settlement  in>  Texas,  has  raiitheV  turned  my 
attention  in  that,  direction.  Have .  you  any  means  of  communi- 
cating with  your  friend  ?    What  are  your  views  of  that  country  ?" 
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CHAPTER   IX. 

Appointed  an  agent  of  Indian  affairs  for  the  United  States  at  Saint  Mary/s— 
Reasons  for  the  acceptance  of  the  office — Journey  to  Detroit — Illness  at 
that  point — Arrival  of  a  steamer  with  a  battalion  of  infantry  to  establish 
a  new  military  post  at  the  fool  of  Lake  Superior — Incidents  of  the  voyage 
to  that  point — Reach  our  destination,  and  reception  by  the  residents  and 
Indiana— A  European  and  man  of  honor  fled  to  the  wilderness. 

1822.  At  length  Gongress  passed  an  act,  which  left  Mr* 
Calhoun  free  to  carry  out  his  intentions  respecting  me,  by  the 
creation  o£  a  separate  Indian  agency  for  Florida.  This  enabled 
him  to  transfer  one  of  the  western  agencies,  namely,  at  Vincen- 
nes,  Indiana^  where  the  Indian  business  had  ceased,  to  the  foot  of 
the  basin  of  Lake  Superior,  at  the  ancient  French  village  of  Sault 
de  i^e.  Mariej  Michigan.  Had  not  this  act  passed,  it  would  haTe 
been  necessary  to  transfer  this  agency  to  Florida,  for  which  Mr. 
Gad  Humphreys  was  the  recognized  appointee.  Mr.  Monroe 
immediately  sent  in  my  nomination  for  this  old  agency  to  the 
Senate,  by  whom  it  was  favorably  acted  on  the  8th  of  May.  The 
gentleman  (Mr.  J.  B.  Thomas,  Senator  from  Illinois)  whose  boat  I 
had  been  instrumental  in  saving  in  my  descent  of  the  Ohio  in  the 
spring  of  1818, 1  believe,  moved  its  confirmation.  It  wad  from 
him,  at  any  rate,  that  I  the  same  day  obtained  the  information  of 
the  Senate's  action. 

I  had  now  attained  a  fixed  position ;  not  such  as  I  desired  in 
the  outset,  and  had  striven  for,  but  one  that  offered  an  interesting 
class  of  duties,  in  the  performance  of  which  there  was  a  wide  field 
for  honorable  exertion,  and,  if  it  was  embraced,  also  of  histori- 
cal inquiry  and  research.  The  taste  for  natural  history  might 
certainly  be  transferred  to  that  point,  where  the  opportunity  for  dis- 
coTery  was  the  greatest.  At  any  rate,  the  trial  of  a  residence  on 
that  remote  frontiermight  readily  be  made,  and  I  may  say  it  was  in 
fact  made  only  as  a  temporary  matter.     It  was  an  ancient  agency 
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in  which  Genei^al  Harrison  had  long  exercised  his  superior  au- 
thority over  the  fierce  and  wild  tribes  of  the  West,  which  was  an 
additional  stimulus  to  exertion,  after  its  removal  to  Lake  Superior. 

I  called  the  next  day  on  Mr.  Calhoun,  to  express  my  obliga- 
tion, and  to  request  instructions.  For  the  latter  object,  he  re- 
ferred me  to  General  Cass,  of  Detroit,  who  was  the  superintendent 
of  Indian  affairs  on  the  North- Western  frontier,  and  to  whom  the 
policy  of  pushing  an  agency  and  a  military  post  to  that  point  is,  I 
believq,  due. 

I  now  turned  my  face  to  the  North,  made  a  brief  stay  in  New 
York,  hurried  throtigh  the  western  part  of  that  State  to  Buffalo, 
and  ascended  Lake  Erie  to  Detroit.  At  this  point  I  was  attacked 
with  fever  and  ague,  which  I  supposed  to  have  been  contracted 
during  a  temporary  landing  at  Sandusky.  I  directed  my  physi- 
cian to  treat  it  with  renewed  doses  of  mercury,  in  quick  succes- 
sion, whioh  terminated  the  fever,  but  completely  prostrated  my 
strength,  and  induced,  at  first  tic  douloureux,  and  eventually  a  para- 
lysis of  the  left  cheek. 

The  troops  destined  for  the  new  post  iarrived  about  the  begin- 
ning of  July.  They  consisted  of  a  battalion  of  the  2d  Regiment  of 
Infantry,  under  Colonel  Brady,  from  garrisoa  duty  at  Sackett's 
Harbor,  and  they  possessed  every  element  of  high  discipline  and 
the  most  efficient  action,  under  active  officers.  Brady  was  himself 
an  officer  of  Wayne^s  war  against  the  Indians,  and  had  looked  dan- 
ger steadily  in  the  face  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  in  the  Late  War.  In 
this  condition,  I  hastily  snatched  up  my  instructions,  and  embarked 
on  board  the  new  steamer  ^^  Superior,"  which  was  chartered  by  the 
government  for  the  occasion.     It  was  now  the  2d  of  July. 

Before  speaking  of  the  voyage  from  this  point,  it  may  be  well 
to  refer  to  another  matter.  The  probability  of  Professor  Doug- 
lass publishing  the  joint  results  of  our  observations  on  the  expedi- 
tion of  1820,  appeared  now  unfavorable.  Among  the  causes  of  this, 
I  regarded  my  withdrawal  to  a  remote  point  as  prominent  but  not 
decisive.  Two  years  had  already  elapsed;  the  professor  was  com- 
pletely absorbed  in  his  new  professorship,  in  which  he  was  required 
to  teach  a  new  subject  in  a  new  language.  Gt)vemor  Cass,  who  had 
undertaken  the  Indian  subject,  had  greatly  enlarged  the  platform 
of  his  inquiries,  which  rendered  it  probable  that  there  would  be  a 
delay.    My  memoir  on  the  geology  and  mineralogy  only  was  ready. 
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Dr.  Barnes  had  the  eonchology  nearly  ready,  and  the  botany, 
which  was  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Torrey,  was  well  adyanced.  But  it 
required  a  degree  of  labor,  zeal,  and  energy  to  push  forward  such  a 
work,  that  admits  of  no  abatements,  and  which  Was  sufficient  to 
absorb  all  the  attention  of  the  highest  mind ;  and  could  not  be 
expected  from  the  professor,  already  overtasked. 

Among  the  papers  which  were  put  in  my  hands  at  Detroit,  I 
found  a  printed  copy  of  Governor  Cass's  Indian  queries,  based 
on  his  promise  to  Douglass,  by  which  I  was  gratified  to  perceive 
that  his  mind  was  earnestly  engaged  in  the  subject,  which  he  sought 
a  body  of  original  materials  to  illustrate.  I  determined  to  be  a 
laborer  in  this  new  field. 

Our  voyage  up  Lake  Huron  to  Michilimackinaek,  and  thence 
east  to  the  entrance  of  the  Straits  of  St.  Mary's,  at  Detour,  was 
one  of  pleasant  excitement.  We  ascended  the  straits  and  river, 
through  Muddy  Lake  and  the  narrow  pass  at  Sailor's  Encamp- 
ment, to  the  foot  of  the  great  Nibeesh'*'  rapids.  Here  the  steamer 
came  to  anchor  from  an  apprehension  that  the  bar  of  Lake 
Georgef  could  not  be  crossed  in  the  existing  state  of  the  water. 

It  was  early  in  the  morning  of  the  Gth  of  July  when  this  fact 
was  announced.  Colonel  Brady  determined  to  proceed  with  his 
staff  in  the  ship's  yawl,  by  the  shorter  passage  of  the  boat  chan- 
nel, and  invited  me  to  a  seat.  Captain  Rogers,  of  the  steamer, 
himself  took  the  helm.  After  a  voyage  of  about  four  or  five  hours, 
we  landed  at  St.  Mary's  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Men, 
women,  children,  and  dogs  had  collected  to  greet  us  at  the  old 
wharf  opposite  the  Nolan  House — the  ancient  "  chateau"  of  the 
North-West  Company.  And  the  Indians,  whose  costume  lent  an 
air  of  the  picturesque  to  the  scene,  saluted  us  with  ball,  firing  over 
our  heads  as  we  landed.  The  Chemoquemon  had  indeed  come ! 
Thus  the  American  flag  was  carried  to  this  point,  and  it  was  soon 
hoisted  on  a. tall  stafi"  in  an  open  field  east  of  Mr.  Johnston's 
premises,  where  the  troops,  as  they  came  up,  marched  with  in- 
spiring music,  and  regularly  encamped.  The  roll  of  the  drum 
was  now  the  law  for  getting  up  and  lying  down.     It  might  be  168 

*  This  name  Bignifies  strong  water,  meaning  bad  for  navigation,  from  its 
strength.    Here  Nebeesh  is  the  derogative  form  of  Nebee,  water. 

t  The  depth  of  water  on  this  bar  was  then  stated  to  be  bat  six  feet  two 
inches. 
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or  170  years  since  the  French  first  landed  at  this  point..  It  was 
just  59  sinco  the  British  power  had  supervened,  and  89  since  the 
American  right  had  been  acknowledged  by  the  sagacity  of  Dr. 
Franklth's  treaty  of  1783.  But  to  the  Indian,  who  stood  in  a 
contemplative  and  stoic  attitude,  wrapped  in  his  fine  blanket  of 
broadcloth,  viewing  the  spectacle,  it  must  have  been  equally  strik* 
ing,  and  indicative  that  his  reign  in  the  North- West,  that  old  hive 
of  Indian  hostility,  was  done.  And,  had  he  been  a  man  of  letters, 
he  might  have  inscribed,  with  equal  truth,  as  it  was  done  for  the 
ancient  Persian  monarch,  ^^meke,  menb,  tbkel." 

To  most  persons  on  board,  our  voya(ge  up  these  wide  straits, 
after  entering  them  at  Point  de  Tour,  had^  in  point  of  indefinite- 
ness,  been  something  like  searching  after  the  locality  of  the  north 
jpole.  We  wound  about  among  groups  of  islands  and  through 
passaged  which  looked  so  perfectly  in  the  state  of  nature  that, 
but  for  a  few  ruinous  stond  chimneys  on  ^St.  Joseph's,  it  pould 
not  be  told  that  the  foot  of  man  had  ever  trod  th^  shores.  The 
whole  voyage,  from  Buffalo  and  Detroit,  had  indeed  been  a  novel 
and  fairy  scene.  We  wero  now  some  850  miles  north-west  of  the 
latter  thj.  We  had  been  a  couple  of  days  on  board,  in  the  area  of 
the  sea-like  Huron,  before  we  entered  the  St.  Mary's  straits. 
The  Superior,  being  the  second  steamer  built  on  the  Lakes,"^  had 
proved  herself  a  staunch  boat. 

The  circumstances  of  this  trip  were  peculiar,  and  the  removal 
of  a  detachment  of  the  army  to  so  remote  a  point  in  a  time  of 
profound  peace,  had  stimulated  migratory  enterprise.  The  mear 
Bure  was,  in,  truth,  one  of  the  results  of  the  exploring  expedition 
to  the  North- West  in  1820,  and  designed  to  curb  and  control  the 
large  Indian  population  on  this  extreme  frontier,  and  to  givd 
security  to  the  expanding  settlements  south  of  this  point.  It  was  in 
this  light  that  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  present  enlightened  Secretary  of 
War,  viewed  the  matter,  and  it  may  be  said  to  constitute  a 
part  of  his  plan  for  throwing  a  cordon  of  advanced  poets  in  front 
of  the  wide  area  of  our  western  settlements.  From  expressions 
heard  on  our  route,  the  breaking  up  in  part  of  the  exceedingly 
well-quartered  garrison  of  Madison  barracks  at  Satskett's  Harbor, 

*  The  first  Bteamer  built  on  the  Lakes  was  called  the  **  Walk-in-the-Water,** 
'  after  an  Indian  chief  of  that  name;  it  was  launched  at  Black  Rock,  Niagara 
River,  in  1818,  and  visited  Michilimackinack  lb  the  suaimer  of  that  year. 
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N.  Y.,  was  not  particuli^rly  pleasing  to  the  officers  of  this  detach- 
ment, most  of  whom  were  married  gentlemen,  having  families,  and 
all  of  whom  were  in  snug  quarters  at  that  point,  surrounded  as  it 
is  by  a  rich,  thriving,  farming  population,  and  commtoding  a  good 
and  cheap  market  of  meats  and  vegetables.  To  be  ordered  off 
suddenly  a  thousand  miles  or  more,  over  three  of  the  great  series 
of  lakes,  and  pitched  down  here,  on  the  verge  of  the  ^civilized 
world,  at  the  foot  of  Lake  Superior,  amid  Indians  and  Indian 
traders,  where  butchers'  meat  is  a  thing  only  to  be  talked  about, 
and  garden  vegetables  far  more  rare  than  ^^blackberries,"  was 
not,  certainly,  an  agreeable  prospect  for  officers  with  wives  and 
mothers  with  babies.  It  might,  I  am  inclined  to  think  from  what 
I  heard,  be  better  justified  on  the  grounds  of  national  than  of 
iomegiic  policy.  They  determined,  however,  on  the  best  possible 
course  under  the  circumstances,  and  took  their  ladies  and  families 
along.  This  has  given  an  air  of  gayety  and  liveliness  to  the  trip, 
and,  united  with  the  calmness  of  the  season,  and  the  great  novelty 
tad  beauty  of  the  scenery,  rendered  the  passage  a  very  agreeable 
one.  The  smoothness  of  the  lakes,  the  softness  and  purity  of  the 
air,  the  wild  and  picturesque  character  of  the  scenes,  and  the  per- 
fect transparency  of  the  waters,  have  been  so  many  themes  of 
perpetual  remark  and  admiration.  The  occasional  appearance  of 
the  feather-plumed  Indian  in  his  sylph-like  canoe,  or  the  flapping 
of  a  covey  of  wild-fowl,  frightened  by  the  rushing  sound  of  a 
steamboat,  with  the  quick  pulsation  of  its  paddle-strokes  on  the 
water,  but  served  to  heighten  the  interest,  and  to  cast  a  kind  of 
fairy  spell  over  the  prospect,  particularly  as,  half  shrouded  in 
mist,  we  passed  among  the  green  islands  and  brown  rocks, 
fringed  with  fir  trees,  which  constituted  a  perfect  panorama  as  we 
entered  and  ascended  the  Straits  of  the  St.  Mary*s. 

We  sat  down  to  our  Fourth-of-July  dinner  on  board  the  Superior, 
a  little  above  the  Thunder  Bay  Islands,  in  Lake  Huron,  and  as 
we  neared  the  once  sacred  island  of  Michilimackinack,  and  saw  its 
tall  cliffs  start  up,  as  it  were  by  magic,  from  the  clear  bosom  of 
the  pellucid  lake,  a  true  aboriginal,  whose  fancy  had  been  well 
imbued  with  the  poetic  mythology  of  his  nation,  might  have  sup- 
posed he  was  now,  indeed,  approaching  his  fondly-chorished 
"  Island  of  the  Blest.**  Apart  from  its  picturesque  loveliness,  wo 
found  it,  however,  a  very  flesh  and  blood  and  matter-of-fact  sort 
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of  plac6y  and  having  taken  a  pilot  on  board,  who  knew  the  sinu- 
osities of  the  Saint  Mary's  channel,  we  veered  around^  the  next 
day,  and  steered  into  the  capes  of  that  expanded  aud  intpcate 
strait,  where  we  finally  anchored  on  the  morning  jdenoted,  and 
where  the.  whole  detachment  was  quickly  put  under  orders  to 
ascend  the  river  the  remainder  of  the  distance,  about  fifteen  miles, 
in  boats,  each  company  under  its  own  officers,  while  the .  colonel 
pushed  forward  in  the  yawl.  It  was  settled,  at  the  same  time, 
that  the  ladies  and  their  ^'  little  ones"  should  remain  on  board,- 
till  matters  had  assumed  some  definite  shape  for  their  reception. 

We  n^ere  received  by  the  few  residents  favorably,  as  has  been 
indicated.  Prominent  among  the  number  of  residents  who  came 
to  greet  us  was  Mr.  John  Johnston,  a  gentleman  from  the  north 
of  Ireland,  of  whose  romantic  settlement  and  adventures  here  we 
had  heard  at  Detroit.  He  gave  us  a  wartn  welcome,  and  freely 
offered  every  facility  in  his  power  to  contribute  to  the  personal 
comfort  of  the  officers  and  their  families,  and  the  general  objects 
of  the  govemmenjt.  Mr.  J.  is  slightly  lame,  walking  with  a  cane. 
He  is  of  the  medium  stature,  with  blue  eyes,  fair  complexion,  hair 
which  still  bears  traces  of  its  original  light  brown,  and  possesses 
manners  and  conversation  so  entirely  easy  and  polite  as  to  im- 
press us  all  very  favorably. 

'  Colonel  Brady  selected  some  large  open  fields,  not  susceptible 
of  a  surprise,  for  his  encampment.  To  this  spot,  as  boat  after 
boat  came  up,  in  fine  style,  with  its  complement  of  men  from  the 
steamer,  the  several  companies  marched  down,  and  .before  night- 
fall^ the  entire  command  was  encamped  in  a  square,  with  their 
tents  handsomely  pitched,  and  the  whole  covered  by  lines  of  sen- 
tinels, and  under  the  exact  government  of  troqps  in  the  fields  The 
roll  of  the  drum  which  had  attracted  but  little  attention  on  the 
steamer,  assumed  a  deeper  tone,  as  it  was  re-echoed  from  the  ad- 
joining woods,  and  now  distinctly  announced,  from  time  to  time, 
the  placing  of  sentinels,  the  hour  for  supper,  and  other  offices 
of  a  clock,  in  civil  life.  The  French  population  evinced,  by  their 
countenances  and  gestures,  as  they  clustered  round,  a  manifest 
satisfaction  at  the  movement ;  the  groups  of  Indians  had  gazed 
in  a  sort  of  silent  wonder  at  the  pageant ;  they  seemed,  by  a  cer- 
tain air  of  secrecy  and  suspicion,  to  think  it  boded  some  evil  to 
their  long  supremacy  in  the  land.    Night  imperceptibly  threw  her 
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dark  mantle  over  the  Bcen^ ;  the  gazers,  group  by  group,  went  to 
their  lodges,  and  finally  the  sharp  roll  of  the  tattoo  bid  every  one 
within  the  camp  to  his  tent-  Captain  Alexander  R.  Thompson, 
who  had  claimed  the  commandant  as  his  guest,  invited  me  also  to 
spend  the  night  in  his  tent.  We  conid  plainly  hear,  the  deep  mur- 
mur of  the  falls,  after  we  lay  down  to  rest,  and  also  the  monotonous 
thump  of  the  distant  Indian  toabeno  drum.  Yet  at  this  remote  point, 
80  far  from  the  outer  verge  of  civilization,  we  found  in  Mr.  Johnston 
a  man  of  singular  energy  and  indep<%ndence  of  character,  from  one 
of  the  most  refined  circles  of  Europe ;  who  had  pushed  his  way 
here  to  the  foot  of  Lake  Superior  about  the  year  1793 ;  had  en- 
gaged in  the  fur, trade,  to  repair  the  shattered  fortunes  of  his 
house  ;  had -married  the  daughter  of  the  ruling  Ogima  or  Forest 
King  ef  the  Ghippewas ;  had  raised  and  educated  a  large  family, 
and  was  then  living,  in  the  only  building  in  the  place  deserving 
the  name  of  ^a  comfortable  residence^  with  the  manners  and  con- 
versation of  a  perfect  ^ntleman,  the  sentiments  of  a  man  of  honor, 
and  the  liberality  of  a  lord.  He  had  a  library  of  the  best  English 
worksr;  spent  most  of  his  time  in  reading  tod  conducting  the  afiairs 
of  an  extensive  business ;  was  sTman  of  social  qualities,  a  practical 
philanthropist,  a  well-read  historian,  something  of  a  poet,  and  talked 
of  Europe  and  its  connections  as  things  from  which  he  was  probably 
forever  separated,  and  looked  back  towards  it  only  as  the  land  of 
reminiscences. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

»k  t 

■  •      I  *  ■  - 

Incidents  of  the  summer  <Hiring  the  establishment  of  ihe  new  {lost  at  St.  Marj'« 
-r-Life  in  a  nut-shell-^-Scarcity  of.  room — High  prices  of  everything — State 
ot  the  Indians — Their  rich  and  picturesque  costume-council  and  its  inci- 
'  dents-^Fort  site  selected  and  occupied — The  evil  of  ardent  spirits  iunongst 
the  Indians — Not^  fVom  Goyempr  DeWitt  Clinton— ^Mountain  ash — Ourioos 
superstitions  of  the  Odjibwas — Language — Manito  polesi— Copper — Super* 
stitious  regard  for  Venus— rFine  harbor  in  Lake  Superior— <Star  familj— 
A  locality  of  neoromancefs — Aneient  Chippewa  capital — ^Eating  of  animals* 

1822.  July  7th,  We  left  our  pallets  at  the  sound  of  tl^e  reveilley 
a&d  partook  of  a  rich  cup  of  coffee,  with  cream,  which  smoked  on 
the  camp  breakfast-board  of  our  khid  entertainer,  Qaptain  Thomp- 
son.* The  ladies  and  children  cam^e  up  from  the  steamer,  under 
due  escorts,  during  the  day,  and  were  variouslj  accommodated 
with  temporary  quarters.  Dr.  Wheatbn  an^  ladj,  Captain  Brant, 
quartermaster,  and  mjs^lf,  were  received  eventually  at  the  table 
of  Mr.  Johnston.  Captain  Brant  and  myself  hired  a  small  room 
hard  by  for  an  office  to  be  used  between  us.  This  room  was  a 
small  log  tenement,  which  had  been  occupied  by  one  of  Mr.  J/s 
hands.  It  was  about  twelve  by  fourteen  feet,  with  a  small  window 
in  front  and  in  rear,  and  a  very  rural  fire-place  in  one  comer.  It 
is  astonishing  how  much  comfort  can  be  enjoyed  in  a  crowded  and 
ill-fitted  place  on  a  pinch.  We  felicitated  ourselves  at  even  this. 
We  really  felt  that  we  were  quite  fortunate  in  getting  such  a 
locality  to  hail  from.  Captain  N.  S.  Clark  got  an  adjoining 
tenement,  of  similar  construction  arid  use,  but  much  larger,  for  his 
numerous  family.  Some  of  the  ladies  took  shelter  at  the  domicil 
of  an  intelligent  American  family  (Mr.  E.  B.  Allen's)  who  had 
preceded  us  a  short  time  with  an  adventure  of  merchandise. 
One  or  two  of  the  ladies  abode  temporarily  in  the  tents  of  their 

J" 

*  This  officer  fell  at  the  battle  of  Ochechubby,  in  Florida,  as  colonel  of  the 
sixth  infantry,  gallantlj  leading  his  men  to  battle. 
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husbands.  The  unmarried  oflBcers  looked  for  nothing  better 
than  life  in  camp.  I  accepted  an  invitation  at  the  mess-table 
of  the  officers.  Besides  this  sudden  influx  of  population,  there 
were  followers  and  hucksters  of  Tarious  hues  who  hoped  to  make 
their  profits  from  the  soldiery.  There  was  not  a  nook  in  the 
scraggy-looking  little  antique  village  but  what  was  sought  for  with 
avidity  and  thronged  with  occupants.  Whoever  has  seen  a 
flock  of  hungry  pigeons^  in  the  spring,  alight  on  the  leaf-covered 
ground,  beneath  a  forest,  and  apply  the  busy  powers  of  claw 
and  beak  to  obtain  a  share  of  the  hidden  acorns  that  may  be 
scratched  up  from  beneath,  may  form  some  just  notion  of  the 
pressing  hurry  and  bustle  that  marked  life  in  this  place.  The 
enhanced  price  that  everything  bore  was  one  of  the  results  of  this 
sudden  influx  of  consumers  and  occupants. 

8tk.  I  went  to  rest  last  night  with  the  heavy  murmuring  sound 
of  the  falls  in  my  ears,  broken  at  short  intervals  by  the  busy 
thnmp-thump-thump  of  the  Indian  drum ;  for  it  is  to  be  added, 
to  the  otherwise  crowded  state  of  the  place,  that  the  open  grounds 
and  river-side  greens  of  the  village,  which  stretch  along  irregularly 
for  a  mile  or  two,  are  filled  with  the  lodges  of  visiting  Indian  bands 
from  the  interior.     The  last  month  of  spring  and  the  early  sum- 
mer constitute,  in  fact,  a  kind  of  carnival  for  the  natives.     It  is  at 
this  season  that  the  traders,  who  have  wintered  in  the  interior, 
come  out  virith  their  furs  to  the  frontier  posts  of  St.  Mary's,  Drum- 
mond  Island,  and  Michilimackinack,  to  renew  their  stocks  of  goods. 
The  Indians,  who  have  done  hunting  at  this  season,  as  the  furred 
animals  are  now  changing  their  hair,  and  the  pelt  becomes  bad, 
follow  them  to  enjoy  themselves  along  the  open  shores  of  the 
lakes,  and  share  in  the  good  things  that  may  fall  to  their  lot, 
either  from  the  traders  at  their  places  of  outfit,  from  presents 
issued  by  the  British  or  American  governments  at  their  chief 
posts,  or  from  merchants  in  the  towns,  to  whom  a  few  concealed 
skins  are  still  reserved  to  trade.     An  Indian's  time  appears  to  bo 
worth  but  little  to  him  at  this  season,  if  at  any  season.     lie  lives 
most  precariously  on  small  things,  such  as  he  can  pick  up  as  ho 
travels  loitering  along  the  lake  shores,  or  strolls,  with  easy  foot- 
steps, about  the  forest  precincts  of  his  lodge.     A  single  fish,  or  a 
bird  or  squirrel,  now  and  then,  serves  to  mitigate,  if  it  does  not 
Mitisfy,  hunger.     He  has  but  little,  I  am  told,  at  the  best  estate; 
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but,  to  make  amends  for  this,  he  is  satisfied  and  even  happy  with 
little.  This  is  certainly  a  philosophic  way  of  taking,  life,  but  it  is, 
if  I  do  not  mistake  it,  stoic  philosophy,  and  has  been  learned,  by 
p^ainful  lessons  of  want,  from  early  youth  and  childhood.  Where 
want  is  the  common  lot,  the  power  of  endurance  wjiich  the  race 
have  must  be  a  common  attainment. 

9th.  This  day  I  hired  an  interpreter  for  the  government,  to  at- 
tend at  the  office  daily,  a  burly-faced,  large  man  of  some  fiv^-and- 
forty,  by  the  name  of  Yarns..  He  tells  me  that  he' was  bom  at 
Fort  Niagara,  of  Irish  parentage,  to  which  an  originally  fair  skin, 
blue  eyes,  and  sandy  hair,  bear  testimony.  He  has  spent  life,  it 
seems,  knocking  about  trading  posts,  in  the  Indian  country,  being 
married,  has  metif  children,  and  speaks  the  Chippewa  tongue 
fluently — I  do  not  know  how  accurately.' 

The  day  which  has  closed  has  been  a  busy  day,  having  been 
signalized  as  the  date  of  my  first  public  council  with  the  Indians. 
It  has  ushered  in  my  first  diplomatic  efibrt.  For  thia  purpose,  all 
the  bands  present  were  invited  to  repair  to  camp,  where  Colonel 
Brady,  at  the  appointed  hour,  ordered  his  men  under  arms,  in  full 
dress.  They  ^rere  formed  in,  a  hollow  squaire  in  front  of  his 
marque.  The  American  flag  waved  from  a  lofty  stafi*.  The  day 
was  bright  and  fine,  and  everything  was  well  arranged  to  have  the 
best  efiect  upon  the  minds  of  the  Indians.  As  the  throng  of  both 
resident  and  foreign  bands  approached,  headed  by  their  chiefs, 
they  were  seated  in  the  square.  It  was  noticed  that  the  chiefs 
were  generally  tall  and  striking-looking  persons,  of  dignified  man- 
ners, and  well  and  even  richly  dressed.  One  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
homo  band,  called  Sassaba,  who  w^is  generally  known  by  the 
sobriquet  of  the  County  appeared  in  a  scarlet  uniform,  with  epau- 
lets and  a  sword.  The  other  chiefs  observed  their  native  costume, 
which  is,  with  this  tribe,  a  toga  of  blue  broad-cloth,  folded  and 
held,  by  one  hand  on  the  breast,  over  a  light-figured  calico  shirt, 
red  cloth  leggins  and  beaded  moccasons,  a  belt  or  baldric  about 
the  waist,  sustaining  a  knife-sheath  and  pouch,  and  a  frontlet  of 
skin  or  something  of  the  sort,  around  the  forehead,  environed 
generally  with  eagles*  feathers. 

When  the  whole  were  seated,  the  colonel  informed  them  that  I 
had  been  sent  by  their  great  father  the  President  to  Reside  among 
them,  that  respect  was  due  me  in  that  capacity,  and  that  I  would 


P8EB0KAL  llBMOmS.  97 

now  address  them.  I  had  directed  a  quantity  of  tobacco  to  be 
laid  before  them ;  and  offered  them  the  pipe  with  the  cnstomary 
ceremonies.  Being  a  novice  in  addresses  of  this  kind,  I  had  sat 
down  early  in  the  mornings  in  my  crowded  log  hut,  and  written  an 
address,  coached  in  such  a  manner,  and  with  such  allusions  and 
appeals,  as  I  supposed  would  be  most  appropriate.  I  was  not 
mistaken^  if  I  could  judge  by  the  responses  made  at  the  close  of 
each  sentence,  as  it  was  interpreted.  The  whole  address  was  evi- 
dently well  received,  and  responded  to  in  a  friendly  manner,  by 
the  mling  chief,  a  tall,  majestic,  and  graceful  person  named  Shin- 
gabawossin,  or  the  Image  Stone,  and  by  all  who  spoke  except  the 
Count.  He  made  use  of  some  intemperate,  or  ill-timed  expressions, 
which  were  not  interpreted,  but  which  brought  out  a  strong  rebuke 
from  Mr.  Johnston,  who,  being  familiar  with  the  Indian  language, 
gave  rent  in  their  tongue  to  his  quick  and  high*toned  feelings  of 
propriety  on  the  occasion.  Colonel  Brady  then  made  some  re- 
marks to  the  chiefs,  dictated  by  the  position  he  occupied  as  being 
about  to  take  post,  permanently,  in  their  country.  He  referred 
to  the  treaty  of  purchase  made  at  these  falls  two  years  before  by 
Oovemor  Cass.  He  told  the  Indians  that  ho  should  not  occupy 
their  ancient  encamping  and  burial-ground  on  the  hiU,  but  would 
select  the  next  best  site  for  his  troops.  This  announcement  was 
received  with  great  satisfaction,  as  denoted  by  a  heavy  response 
of  approbation  on  the  part  of  the  Indians;  and  the  council  closed 
to  the  apparent  mutual  satisfaction  of  all.  I  augured  well  from  all 
I  heard  respecting  it,  as  coming  from  the  Indians,  and  was  resolved 
to  follow  it  up  zealously,  by  cultivating  the  best  understanding 
^ith  this  powerful  and  hitherto  hostile  tribe,  namely  the  Chippewas, 
or,  as  they  call  themselves,  Od-jib-wa.*  To  this  end,  as  well  as 
for  my  amusement,  I  commenced  a  vocabulary,  and  resolved  to 
stady  their  language,  manners,  customs,  &c. 

lOfft.   On  examining  the   topography  and   advantages   of  the 
ground.  Colonel  Brady  determined  to  take  possession  of  a  lot  en- 
closed and  dwelling,  originally  the  property  of  the  North  West 
Company,  and  known  as  the  Nolin  House,  but  now  the  property 
of  Mr.   C.   0.  Ermatinger.f      To   this  place  the  troops   were 

*  TluB  word  has  ita  pluraling  thus,  Od-jib-w&ig. 

t  For  the  property  thas  taken  possession  of,  the  United  States  QoYem- 
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marched,  soon  after  the  close  of  the  Indian  council  mentioned,  and 
encamped  within  the  area.  This  area  was  enclosed  with  cedar 
pickets.  The  dwelling-house,  which  occupied  an  eminence  aom^ 
eighth  of  a  mile  below  the  falls,  was  in  old  times  regarded  as  a 
princely  ch&teau  of  the  once  powerful  lords  of  the  North  West 
Fur  Trade,  but  is  now  in  a  decayed  and  ruinous  state.  It  was 
nick-named  ^^ Hotel  Flanagan."  Dilapidated  as  it  was,  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  room  under  its  roof,  and  it  afforded  quarters 
for  most  of  the  officers'  families,  who  must  otherwise  have  remaii^ 
ed  in  open  tents.  The  enclosure  had  also  one  or  two  stone 
houses,  which  furnished  accommodations  to  the  quartermaster's 
and  subsistence  and  medical  departments.  Every  nerve  was  now 
directed  to  fit  up  the  placey  complete  the  enclosure,  and  furnish  it 
with  gates ;  to  build  a  temporary  guard-house,  and  complete  other 
military  fixtures  of  the  new  cantonment.  The  edifice  also  un- 
derwent such  repairs  as  served  to  fence  out,  as  much  as  possi- 
ble, the  winds  and  snows  of  a  severe  winter — a  winter  which  every 
one  dreads  the  approach  of,  and  the  severity  of  which  was  per- 
:haps  magnified  in  proportion  as  it  was  unknown. 

11th.  What  my  eyes  have  seen  and  my  ears  have  heard,  I  must 
believe ;  and  what  is  their  testimony  respecting  the  condition  of 
the  Indian  on  the  frontiers?  He  is  not,  like  Fal8taff*s  men,  ^^food 
for  powder,"  but  he  is  food  for  whisky.  Whisky  is  the  great 
means  of  drawing  from  him  his  furs  and  skins.  To  obtain  it,  he 
makes  a  beast  of  himself,  and  allows  his  family  to  go  hungry  and 
half  naked.  And  how  feeble  is  the  force  of  law,  where  all  are 
leagued  in  the  golden  bonds  of  interest  to  break  it !    He  is  indeed 

''Like  some  neglected  sbrab  at  random  cast 
That  shades  the  steep  and  sighs  at  every  blast'' 

12th.  I  received  by  to-day*s  mail  a  note  from  De  Witt  Olin- 
ton,  Governor  of  New  York.  America  has  produced  few  men  wha 
have  united  civic  and  literary  tastes  and  talents  of  a  high  order 
more  fully  than  he  does.  He  early  and  ably  investigated  the 
history  and  antiquities  of  Western  New  York.  He  views  with  a 
comprehensive  judgment  the  great  area  of  the  West,  and  knows 
that  its  fertility  and  resources  must  render  it,  at  no  distant  day, 

ment^  through  the  Qnartennaster's  Department,  paid  the  olaimant  the  just 
and  full  amount  awarded  by  appraisers. 
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die  home  of  fnture  millions.  Ho  was  among  the  earliest  to  appre- 
ciate the  mineralogical  and  geographical  researches  which  I  made 
in  that  field.  He  renewed  the  interesrt,  which,  as  a  New  Yorker, 
he  felt  in  my  history  and  fortunes,  after  my  return  from  the  head 
of  the  Mississippi  in  1820.  Ue  opened  his  library  and  house  to 
me  freely ;"  and  I  have  to  notice  his  continued  interest  since  my 
coming  here.  In  the  letter  which  has  just  reached  me,  he  encloses 
a  fayorable  notice  of  my  recent  Narrative  of  the  Expedition  to 
the  Sources  of  the  Mississippi^  from  Sir  Humphrey  Davy.  If 
there  were  nothing  else,  in  such  a  notice  from  such  a  source  but 
the  stimulus  it  gives  to  exertion,  that  alone  is  worth  to  a  man  in 
my  position  "pearls  and  diamonds." 

Colonel  Brady,  who  is  active  in  daily  perambulating  the  woods, 
to  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  environs,  seeking,  at  the 
game  time,  the  best  places  of  finding  wood  and  timber,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  his  command,  brought  me  a  twig  of  the  Sorbus  Americana, 
a  new  q[>ecie8  of  tree  to  him,  in  the  American  forest,  of  which  he 
asked  me  the  name.  This  tree  is  found  in  occasional  groups  ex- 
tensively in  the  region  of  the  upper  Lake  latitudes,  where  it  is 
called  the  mountain  ash.  In  the  expedition  to  the  sources  of  the 
Mississippi  in  1820,  it  was  observed  on  the  southern  shores  of 
Lake  Superior,  which  are  on  the  average  a  little  north  of  latitude 
36**  3(y.  This  tree  does  not  in  these  straits  attain  much  size ;  a 
tmnk  of  six  to  eight  inches  diameter  is  large.  Its  leaves,  flowers, 
&nd  fruit  all  tend  to  make  it  a  very  attractive  species  for  shade 
and  ornament.  It  must  have  a  rich  soil,  but,  this  requisite 
granted,  it  delights  in  wet  moist  lands,  and  will  thrive  with  its 
roots  in  springy  grounds. 

15th.  One  of  the  curious  superstitions  of  the  Chippcwas,  re- 
specting the  location  of  spiritual  existences,  revealed  itself  to-day. 
There  is  quite  an  eminence  nearly  a  mile  back  of  the  new  canton- 
ment, which  is  called  La  Butte  de  Torre  by  the  French,  and 
Wudjuwong,*  or  Place  of  the  Mountain,  by  the  natives.     This 
enunence  is  covered  with  a  fine  growth  of  forest  trees,  and  lies  in 
tbe  track  of  an  ancient  Indian  hunting  path.     About  half  way 
between  the  brow  of  the  hill  and  the  cantonment,  there  formerly 
ttood  a  large  tree  of  this  species,  partly  hollow,  from  the  recesses 

*  Wudifoo,  a  mountain — ang  denotes  locality. 
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f.y        opSirliiob^vIxiiljian  tradition  says,  there  issued,  on  a  calm  day,  a 
.^/  ^^i^^iike  fhe^itoice  of  a  spirit  or  monedo.     It  resembled  the  soonds 

['■■^p  'V/'Cif  their  ow2i  dium.     It  was  therefore  considered  as  the  residence 


€>^ 


X^dme  powerful  spirit,  and  deemed  sacred.  To  mark  their  regard 
y>^:  ?^.yvfo¥  the  place,  they  began  to  deposit  at  its  foot  bow^  and  twigs  of 
\<jX''  the  same  species  of  tree,  as  they  passed  it,  from  year  to  year,  to  and 
'  -^^1  '^P^  theirhtmting-grounds.  These  offerings  began  long  before  the 
French  came  to  the  country,  and  were  continued  up  to  this  time. 
Some  years  ago,  the  tree  had  become  so  much  decayed  that  it  blew 
down  during  a  storm,  but  young  shoots  came  up  from  its  roots,  and 
the  natives  continued  to  make  these  offerings  of  twigs,  long  after 
the  original  trunk  had  wholly  decayed.  A  few  days  ago.  Colonel 
Brady  directed  a  road  to  be  cut  from  the  cantonment  to  the  hill,  sixty 
feet  wide,  in  order  to  procure  wood  from  the  hill  for  the  garrison. 
This  road  passed  over  the  site  of  the  sacred  tree,  and  the  men, 
without  knowing  it,  removed  the  consec]:ated  pile  of  offerings. 
It  may  serve  to  show  a  curious  coincidence  in  the  superstitions  of 
nations,  between  whom,  however,  there  is  not  the  slightest  proba-r 
bility  of  national  affiliation,  or  even  intercourse,  to  remark  Uiat 
this  sacred  manito  tree  was  a  very  large  species  of  the  Scottish 
rowan  or  ikiountain  ash.  . 

16^A.  I  this  day  left  the  mess-table  of  my  kind  friends,  the 
officers  of  the  second  infantry,  and  went  to  the  hospitable  domicil 
of  Mr.  Johnston,  who  has  the  warm-hearted  frankness  of  the  Irish 
character,  and  offers  the  civilities  of  life  with, the  air  and  manner 
of  a  prince.  I  flatter  myself  with  the  opportunity  of  profiting 
greatly  while  under  his  roof,  in  the  polished  circle  of  his  house- 
hold, and  in,  his  ripe  experience  and  knowledge  of  the  Indian 
character,  manners,  and  customs,  and  in  the  curious  philosophical 
traits  of  the  Indian  language.  It  is  refreshing  to  find  ii  person 
who,  in  reference  to  this  language,  knows  the  difference  between 
the  conjugation  of  a  verb  and  the  declension  of  a  noun.  There  is 
a  prospect,  at  least,  of  getting  at  the  grammatical  principles,  by 
.  which  they  conjoin  and  build  up  words.  It  has  been  intolerable 
to  me  to  converse  with  Indian  traders  and  interpreters  here,  who 
have,  for  half  their  lives,  been  using  a  language  without  being  able 
to  identify  with  precision  person,  mood,  tense,  or  any  of  the  first 
Uw8  of  grammatical  utterance. 

17f A.  It  is  oustomary  with  the  Ghipp^was  at  this  place,  when 
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an  inmate  of  the  lodge  is  sick,  to  procure  a  thin  sapling  some 
twenty  to  thirty  feet  long,  from  which,  after  it  has  been  trimmed, 
the  bark  is  peeled.  Native  paints  are  then  smeared  over  it  as 
caprice  dictates.  To  the  slender  top  are  then  tied  bits  of  scarlet^ 
blue  cloth,  beadd,  or  some  other  objects  which  are  deemed  acceptable 
to  the  manito  or  spirit,  who  has,  it  is  believed,  sent  sickness  to  the 
lodge  as  a  mark  of  his  displeasure.  The  pole  is  then  raised  in 
front  of  the  lodge  and  firmly  adjusted  in  the  ground*.  The  sight 
of  these  manito  poles  gives  quite  a  peculiar  air  to  an  Indian  en- 
campment. Not  knowing,  however,  the  value  attached  to  them, 
one  of  the  officers,  a  few  days  after  our  arrival,  having  occasion 
for  tent  poles,  sent  one  of  his  men  for  one  of  these  poles  of  sacri- 
fice ;  but  its  loss  was  soon  observed  by  the  Indians,  who  promptly 
reclaimed  it,  and  restored  it  to  the  exact  position  which  it  occupied 
before.  There  is,  in  fact,  such  a  subtle  and  universal  belief  in 
the  doctrine  and  agency  of  minor  spirits  of  malign  or  benignant 
influence  among  the  Indians  who  surround  the  cantonment,  or 
visit  the  agency,  and  who  are  encamped  at  this  season  in  great 
numbers  in  the  open  spaces  of  the  village  or  its  vicinity,  that  we 
arc  in  constant  danger  of  trespassing  against  some  Indian  custom, 
and  of  giving  offence  where  it  was  least  intended.  It  is  said  that 
one  cause  of  the  preference  which  the  Indians  have  ever  mani- 
fested for  the  French,  is  the  respect  whiqh  they  are  accustomed 
to  pay  to  all  their  religious  or  superstitious  observances,  whereas 
an  Englishman  or  an  American  is  apt,  cither  to.  take  no  pains  to 
conceal  his  disgust  for  their  superstitions,  or  to  speak  out  bluntly 
against  them. 

18th.  Sulphuret  of  Copper.  —  I  received  a  specimen  of  this 
mineral,  which  is  represented  to  have  been  obtained  on  the  Island 
of  Saint  Joseph*s,  in  these  straits  (Saint  Mary*s).  It  has  the 
usual  brass  yellow  color  of  the  sulphurcts  of  this  metal,  and  fur- 
nishes a  hint  for  seeking  that  hitherto  undiscovered,  but  valuable 
species  of  the  ore  in  this  vicinity.  Hitherto,  we  have  found  the 
metal  chiefly  in  the  native  form,  or  in  the  condition  of  a  carbonate, 
the  first  being  a  form  of  it  which  has  not  in  Europe  been  found  in 
large  quantities,  and  the  second  not  containiDg  a  sufiicient  per 
centage  to  repay  well  the  cost  of  smelting. 
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20th.  Superstitious  regard  for  Woman.  —  Some  of  the  ritea 
and  notions  of  these  northern  barbarians  are  curious.  The  fol- 
lowing custom  is  stated  to  me  to  have  been  formerly  prevalent 
among  the  Chippewas :  After  their  corn-planting,  a  labor  which 
falls  to  the  share  of  the  women,  and  as  sopn  as  the  joung  blades 
began  to  shoot  up  from  the  hills,  it  was  customary  for  the  female 
head  of  the  family  to  perform  a  circuit  around  the  field  in  a  state 
of  nudity.  For  this  purpose,  she  chose  a  dark,  evening,  and  after 
divesting  herself  of  her  machecota,  held  it  in  her  hands  dragging 
it  behind  her  as  she  ran,  and  in  this  way  compassed  the  field. 
This  singular  rite  was  believed  to  protect  the  com  from  blight  and 
the  ravages  of  worms  and  vermin,  and  to  insure  a  good  crop.  It 
was  believed  that  neither  worms  nor  vermin  could  cross  the  piystic 
or  enchanted  ring  made  by  the  nocturnal  footsteps  of  the  wife, 
nor  any  mildew  or  canker  afiect  the  growing  stalks  and  ears. 

2l8U  Grand  Island^  in  Lake  Superior^  lies  transversely  in 
the  lake,  ju^t  beyond  the  termination  of  the  precipitous  coast  of 
the  Pictured  Bocks..  Its  southern  end  is  crescent-shaped,  and 
forms  a  singularly  fine  harbor  for  vessels,  which  will  one  day  be 
appreciated.  The  Indian  band  occupying  it  was  formerly  nume- 
rous. There  are  many  stories  still  current  of  their  former  prowess 
and  traits  of  hospitality  and  generosity,  and  of  the  skill  of  their 
old  seers,  and  divining-men,  i.  a  Jossakeeds.  Its  present  Indian 
population  is  reduced  to  forty-six  souls,  of  whom  ten  are  men, 
sixteen  women,  and  twenty  children.  Of  the  men,  nine  are 
married,  one  of  whom  has  two  wives,  and  th^re  are  two  widows. 

Of  this  band  the  Star  family,  so  called,  have  long  possessed  the 
chieftainship,  and  are  remarkable  on  several  accounts.  There  are 
eleven  children  of  them  now  living,  five  of  whom  ate  males,  all 
by  one  mother,  who  is  still  living.  S.abboo  is  the  principal  man. 
The  South  Bird,  his  elder,  and  the  ruling  chief,  has  removed  to 
Bay  de  Nocquet.  At  this  island,  story  says,  formerly  lived  the 
noted  warrior  and  meta,  Sagima;  and  it  was  also,  according  to 
Indian  mythology,  the  residence  of  Mishbsha,  who  ..owned  a 
magic  canoe,  that  would  shoot  through  the  water  by  uttering  a 
charmed  word. 

22d.  I  have  heard  much  of  the  ancient  Chippewa  capital  of 
La  Fointe,  as  the  French  call  it,  or  Chegoimegon,  in  Lake  Superior, 
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situated  near  its  west  end,  or  head.  The  Chippcwas  and  their 
friends,  the  old  traders  and  BoisbruleSy  and  Canadians,  are  never 
tired  of  telling  of  it.  All  their  great  men  of  old  times  are  locat- 
ed there.  It  was  there  that  their  Mudjekcwis,  king  or  chief  ruler, 
lived,  and,  as  some  relate,  that  an  eternal  fire  was  kept  up  with  a 
sort  of  rude  temple  service.  At  that  place  lived,  in  comparatively 
modem  times,  Wabojeeg  and  Andaigweos,  and  there  still  lives  one 
of  their  descendants  in  Gitchee  Waishkec,  the  Great  First-born, 
or,  as  he  is  familiarly  called,  Pezhickee,  or  the  Buffalo,  a  chief 
decorated  with  British  insignia.  His  band  is  estimated  at  one 
hundred  and  eighteen  souls,  of  whom  thirty-four  are  adult  males, 
forty-one  females,  and  forty-three  children.  Misi,  the  Catfish, 
one  of  the  heads  of  families  of  this  band,  who  has  figured  about 
here  this  summer,  is  not  a  chief,  but  a  speaker,  which  gives  him 
some  Selat.  He  is  a  sort  of  petty  trader  too,  being  credited  with 
little  adventures  of  goods  by  a  dealer  on  the  opposite,  or  British 
shores. 

23dL  There  are  few  animals  which  the  Indians  reject  as  food. 
On  this  subject  they  literally  fulfil  the  declaration  of  Paul,  '^  that 
every  creature  of  God  is  good,  and  nothing  to  be  refused ;"  but  I 
fear  the  poor  creatures,  in  these  straits,  do  anything  but  show  the 
trae  spirit  of  thanksgiving  in  which  the  admonition  is  given.  There 
is  nothing  apparently  in  the  assertion  respecting  Indians  distin- 
guishing between  clean  and  unclean  beasts;  I  have  heard,  how- 
ever, that  crows  and  vultures  are  not  eaten,  but,  when  they  are 
pushed  by  hunger,  whatever  can  sustain  life  is  taken. 

The  truth  is,  the  calls  of  hunger  are  often  so  pressing  to  these 

northern  Indians,  that  anything  in  the  shape  of  animal  fibre,  that 

vill  keep  eoul  and  body  together,  is  eaten  in  times  of  their  greatest 

^ant.     A  striking  instance  of  this  kind  has  just  occurred,  in  the 

case  of  a  horse  killed  in  the  public  service.     The  animal  had,  to 

use  the  teamster's  phrase,  been  snagged,  and  was  obliged  to  be 

shot.    To  prevent  unpleasant  effects  in  hot  summer  weather,  the 

carcafis  was  buried  in  the  sand;  but  as  soon  as  the  numerous  bands 

of  Indians,  who  are  encamped  here,  learned  the  fact,  they  dug  up 

the  animal,  which  was,  however,  nowise  diseased,  and  took  it  to 

their  camp  for  food. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Marder  of  Soan-ga-ge-ihick,  a  Chippewa,  at  the  head  of  the  folle — iDdian  ibode 
of  interment — Indian  propheteea — Topic  of  interpreters  and  interprets 
tion — ^Mode  of  stadjing  the  Indian  language — The  Johnston  family — Visits. 
— ^Katewabeda,  chief  of  Sandj  Lake— Indian  mythology*  and  oral  tales  and 
legends — Literary  opinion — Political  opinion — Visit  of  the  chief  Little 
Pine — Visit  of  Wabishkepenais — A  despairing  Indian^Geography. 

1822.  July  2&th.  A  TRAaic  occurrence  took  place  last  nigbt, 
at  the  head  of  the  portage,  resulting  in  the  death  of  a  Chippewa, 
which  is  believed  to  be  wholly  attributable  to  the  use  of  ardent 
spirits  in  the  Indian  camps.  As  soon  as  I  heard  the  facts,  and 
not  knowing  to  what  lengths  the  spirit  of  retaliation  might  go,  I 
requested  of  Colonel  Brady  a  few  men,  with  a  non-commissioned 
officer,  and  proceeded,  taking  mj  interpreter  along,  to  the  spot. 
The  portage  road  winds  along  about  three^fourths  of  a  mile,  near 
the  rapids,  and  all  the  way,  within  the  full  sound  of  the  roaring 
water,  when  it  opens  on  a  green,  which  is  the  ancient  camping 
ground,  at  the  head  of  the  falls.  A  footpath  leads  still  higher,  by 
clumps  of  bushes  and  copsewood,  to  the  borders  of  a  shallow  bay, 
where  in  a  small  opening  I  somewhat  abruptly  came  to  the  body 
of  the  murdered  man.  He  was  a  Chippewa  from  -the  interior  called 
Soan-ga-ge-zhick,  or  the  Strong  Sky.  He  had  been  laid  out,  by 
his  relatives,  and  dressed  in  his  best  apparel,  with  a  kind  of  cap 
of  blue  cloth  and  a  fillet  round  his  head.  His  lodge,  occupied  ■  by 
his  widow  and  three  small  children,  stood  near.  On  examination, 
he  had  been  stabbed  in  several  places,  deeply  in  both  thighs. 
These  wounds  might  not  have  proved  fatal ;  but  there  was  a  sub- 
sequent blow,  with  a  small  tomahawk,  upon  his  forehead,  above 
the  left  eye.  He  was  entirely  dead,  and  had  been  found  so,  on 
searching  for  him  at  night,  by  his  wife.  It  appeared  that  he  had 
been  drinking  during  the  evening  and  night,  with  an  Indian  half- 
breed  of  the  Chippewa  River,  of  the  name  of  Graulthier.  This 
fellow,  finding  he  had  killed  him,  had  taken  his  canoe  and  fled. 
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Botli  had  been  intoxicated.  I  directed  the  body  to  be  interre<l, 
at  the  public  charge,  on  the  anciept  burial  hill  of  the  ChippewaSy , 
near  the  cantonment.  The  usual  shroud,  on  such  occasions,  is  a 
new  blanket;  a  grave  was  dug,  and  the  body  very  carefully  dressed, 
laid  in  the  coffin,  beside  the  grave.  Before  the  lid  was  fastened, 
an  aged  Indian  came  forward,  and  pronounced  a  funeral  oration. 
He  recited  the  traits  of  his  character.  lie  addressed  the  dead 
man  direct.  He  told  him  that  he  had  reached  the  end  of  his  jour- 
ney first,  that  they  should  all  follow  him  soon  to  the  land  of  the 
dead,  and  again  meet.  He  gave  him  directions  for  his  journey. 
He  offered  a  brief  admonition  of  dangers.  He  bid  him  adieu. 
The  brother  of  the  deceased  then  stept  forward,  and,  having  re- 
moved the  head-dress  of  the  slain  man,  pulled  out  some  locks  of 
hair  as  a  memento.  The  head-dress  was  then  carefully  replaced, 
the  lid  of  the  coffin  fastened,  and  the  corpse  let  down  into  the 
ground.  Two  stout  poles  were  then  laid  over  the  open  grave. 
The  brother  approached  the  widow  and  stood  still.  The  orator 
then  addressed  a  few  words  to  both,  telling  the  survivor  to  perform 
a  brother's  part  by  the  widow.  He  then  took  her  by  the  hand, 
and  led  her  carefully  across  the  open  grave,  over  the  two  poles. 
This  closed  the  ceremony,  and  the  grave  was  then  filled,  and  the 
crowd  of  white  and  red  men  dispersed.  At  night  a  small  flicker- 
ing fire  was  built  by  the  Indian  relatives  of  the  murdered  man,  at 
the  head  of  the  grave. 

21th.  Making  inquiries  respecting  the  family  of  Soan-ga-ge-zhick, 
in  order  to  direct  some  provisions  to  be  issued  to  them,  I  learned 
that  the  widow  is  a  prophetess  among  her  people,  or  in  other 
words  a  female  Jossakeed,  and  is  supposed  to  have  much  influence 
in  this  way.  This  denotes  that  the  prophetic  ofTicc  is  not,  as  has 
been  supposed,  confined  to  males.  I  cannot  better  indicate  the 
meaning  of  the  word  Jossakeed  than  to  say  that  it  is  a  person 
who  makes  oracular  responses  from  a  close  lodge  of  peculiar  con- 
struction, where  the  inmate  is  supposed  to  be  surrounded  by  su- 
perhuman influences,  which  impart  the  power  of  looking  into 
futurity.  It  is,  manifestly,  the  ancient  oflice  of  a  seer,  and  after 
making  interrogatories  about  it,  from  persons  supposed  to  be  best 
acquainted  with  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  people,  the  exist- 
ence of  such  an  order  of  persons  among  them  ofi'crs  a  curious 
coincidence  with  one  of  the  earliest  superstitions  of  mankind.     I 
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farther  learn  that  there  is  nothing  hereditary  in  the  descent  of 
such  priestly  functions ;  that  aaiy  one,  who  acquires  a  character 
for  sanctity  or  skill  therein  among  the  hands,  may  assume  the 
duties,  and  will  secure  a  rank  and  respect  in  proportion  to  his 
supposed  skill  therein.  Having  spoken  of  descent,  it  is  added,  by 
my  informants,  that  the  widow  of  Strong;  ^^y  is  a  granddaugh- 
ter of  the  noted  war-chief  Wabodjeeg,^  of  Chegoimegon,  Lake 
Superior,  who,  some  half  a  century  ago,  had  obtained  a  high  repu- 
tation with  his  people  for  his  military  skill  and  brayety,  in  the 
war  against  the  Ottogamies  and  Sioux.  They  talk  of  him  as 
having  been  a  sort  of  Bajah,  who  could  at  any  time  get  men  to 
follow  him. 

28tK,  I  have  had  an  interview  to-day  with  Ka-ba-konse  (Lit- 
tle Hawk),  brother  of  the  murdered  Strong  Sky. 

It  does  not  seem  possible  to  obtain  much  information  respecting 
their  secret  beliefs  and  supe^titions  direct  from  the  Indians.  The 
attempts  I  have  made  thus  far.  have^  at  least,  been  unsuccessful, 
partly,  perhaps,  because  the  topic  was  not  properly  apprehended 
by  them,  or  by  my  ordinary  office  interpreter,  who,  I.  find,  is  soon 
.run  a-muck  by  anything  but  the  plainest  and  most  ordinary  line 
of  inquiry.  A  man  of  the  Indian  frontiers,  who  has  livQd  all  his 
life  to  eat  and  drink,  to  buy  and  seU,  and  has  grown,  old  in  this 
devotion  to  the  means  necessary  to  secure  the  material  necessaries 
of  life  is  not  easily  roused  up  to  intellectual  ardor.  I  find  this 
to  be  the  c^se  with  my  present  interpreter,  and  he  is,  perhaps,  not 
inferior  to  the  general  run  of  paid  interpreters.  But  as  I  find,  in 
my  intercourse,  the  growing  difficulties  of  verbal  communication 
with  the  Indians  on  topics  at  all  out  of  the  ordinary  routine  of 
business,.  I  begin  to  feel  less  surprised  at  the  numerous  misappre- 
hensions of  the  actual  character,  manners,  and  customs  of  the 
Indians,  which  are  found  in  books.  I  speak  as  to  the  communi- 
cation of  exact  ideas  of  their  beliefs.  As  to  literal  exactitude  in 
such  communications,  my  inquiries  have  already  convinced  me 
that  there  must  be  other  and  higher  standards  than  a  hap-hazard 
I-avrne-kun'O'tau-gadej  or  trade  interpreter,  before  the  thing  con 
be  attempted.     Fortunately,  I  have,  in  my  kind  and  polite. friend 

*  White  Fisher.    The  fisher  is  a  small  furred  animal  reBembling  the  mus- 
tela. 
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Mr.  Johnston,  who  has  given  me  temporary  quarters  at  his  house, 

and  the  several  intelligent  members  of  his  family^  the  means  of 

looking  deeper  into  the  powers  and  structure  of  the  language,  and 

am  pressing  these  advantages,  amidst  the  pauses  of  business,  with 

all  my  ardor  and  assiduity. 

The  study  of  the  language,  and  the  formation  of  a  vocabulary  and 
grammar  have  almost  imperceptibly  become  an  absorbing  object, 
although  I  have  been  but  a  short  time  at  the  plaoe,  and  the  plan 
interests  me  sa  much,  that  I  actually  regret  the  time  that  is  lost 
from  it,  in  the  ordinary  visits  of  comity  and  ceremony,  which  are, 
however,  necessary.  My  method  is  to  interrogate  all  persons 
visiting  the  office,  white  and  red,  who  promise  to  be  useful  subjects 
of  information  during  the  day,  and  to  test  my  inquiries  in  the 
evening  by  reference  to  the  Johnstons,  who,  being  educated,  and 
speaking  at  once  both  the  English  and  Odjibwa  correctly,  offer 
a  higher  and  more  reliable  standard  than  usual. 

Mr.  Johnston's  family  consists  of  ten  persons,  though  all  are 
not  constantly  present.     He  is  himself  a  native  of  the  county  of 
Antrim,  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  his  father  having  possessed  an 
estate  at  Craige,  near  the  Giant's  Causeway.     lie  came  to  Ame- 
rica in  the  last  presidential  term  of  General  Washington,  having  a 
brother  at  that  time  settled  at  Albany,  and  after  ^nsiting  Montreal 
and   Quebec,  he  fell  into  company  with  the  sort  of  half-baronial 
class  of  north-west  fur  traders,  who  struck  his  fancy.     By  their 
advice,  he  went  to  Michilimackinack  and  Lake  Superior,  where  ho 
became  attached  to,  and  subsequently  married  the  younger  daugh- 
ter of  Wabojeeg,  a  northern  Powhatan,  who  has  been  before  men- 
tioned.    There  are  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  to  the  education 
o{  all  of  whom  he  has  paid  the  utmost  attention.      His  eldest 
son  was  first  placed  in  the  English  navy,  and  is  now  a  lieutenant 
in  the  land  service,  having  been  badly  wounded  and  cut  in  the 
memorable  battle  with  Commodore  Perry  on  Lake  iJrie,  in  1813. 
Tbe  next  eldest  is  engaged  in  commerce.     The  eldest  daughter 
vas  educated  in  Ireland,  and  the  two  next  at  Sandwich,  near 
Detroit.     These  constituted  the  adults  ;  there  are  two  sons  and  a 
daughter,  still  in  their  school-days.     All  possess  agreeable,  easy 
manners  and  refinement.     Mrs.  Johnston  is  a  woman  of  excellent 
jadgment  and  good  sense ;  she  is  rcferrexl  to  on  abstruse  points  of 
the  Indian  ceremonies  and  usages,  so  that  I  have  in  fact  stumbled, 
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as  it  were,  on  the  only  fkinilj  in  North  West  America  who  coul4y 
in  Indian  lore,  have  acted  as  mj  ^' guide,  philosopher  and  friend/* 

30th.  I  received  yesterday  a  second  visit  from  Ka-ta-wa-be-da, 
or  the  Broken  Tooth  chief  of  Sandy  Lake,  on  the  Upper  Missis- 
sippi, who  is  generally  known  by  his  French  name  of  Breshieu, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  interview  gave  him  a  requisition  oh  the 
commissary  for  some  provisions  to  enable  him  to  return  to  his 
home.  The  Indians  must  be  led  by  a  very  plain  path  and  a  friendly 
hand.  Feeling  and  preference  ^re  subsequent  manifestations.  I 
took  this  occasion  to  state  to  him  the  objects  and,  policy  of ; the 
government  by  the  establishment  at  these  falls  of  a  post  and 
agency,  placing  it  upon  its  true  basis,  namely,  the  preservation  of 
peace  upon  the  frontiers,  and  the  due  observance,  by  all  parties, 
of  the  laws  respecting  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  tribes,  and 
securing  justice  both  to  them  and  to  our  citizens,  particularly  by 
the  act  for  the  exclusion  of  ardent  spirits  from  the  Indian  country. 
By  the  agency,  a  door  was  opened  through  which  they  could  com- 
municate their  wishes  to  the  President,  and  he  was  also  enabled 
to  state  his  mind  to  them.  All  who  opened  their  ears  truly  to  the 
voice  of  their  American  father  would  be  included  among  the  re- 
cipients of  his  favors.  He  felt  kindly  to  all,  but  those  only  who 
hearkened  to  his  council  would  be  allowed,  as  he  had  *been,  to 
share  in  the  usual  privileges  which  the  agency  at  this  place 
secured  to  them.  Having  drawn  his  provisions,  and  duly  reflected 
on  what  was  said  by  me,  he  returned  to-day  to  bid  me  adieu,  on 
his  setting  out  to  go  home,  and  to  express  his  thanks  for  my  kind- 
ness and  advice.  The  old  chief,  who  has  long  exercised  his 
sway  in  the  region  of  Sandy  Lake,  made  a  well-considered  speech 
in  reply  to  mine  of  yesterday,  in  which  he.  took  the  ground  of 
neutrality  as  between  the  United  States  and  Great.  Britain,  and 
averred  that  he  had  ever  been  the  friend  of  the  white  race  and  of 
traders  who  came  into  the  country,  and  declared  himself  the 
friend  of  peace. 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  interview,  I  gave  him  a  small  sea-shell 
from  my  cabinet,  as  a  mark  of  my  respect,  and  a  token  which 
would  remind  him  of  my  advice.  I  remembere'd  that  the  Indians 
of  the  continent  have  always  set  a  high  value  on  wampum,  which 
is  made  solely  from  sea-shells,  and  have  attributed  a  kind  of 
sacredness  for  this  class  of  productions. 
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Zl$t,  Indian  Mythology. — Nothing  has  surprised  me  more  in 
the  eonversations  which  I  have  had  with  persons  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  customs  and  character,  than  to  find  that  the  Chippe- 
was  amuse  themselves  with  oral  tales  of  a  mythological  or  alle- 
gorical character.  Some  of  these  tales,  which  I  have  heard,  are 
quite  fanciful,  and  the  wildest  of  them  are  very  characteristic  of 
their  notions  and  customs.  They  often  take  the  form  of  allegory, 
and  in  this  shape  appear  designed  to  teach  some  truth  or  illustrate 
some  maxim.  The  f|ict,  indeed,  of  such  a  fund  of  fictitious 
legendary  matter  is  quite  a  discovery,  and  speaks  more  for  the 
intellect  of  the  race  than  any  trait  I  have  heard.  Who  would 
have  imagined  that  these  wandering  foresters  should  have  pos- 
sessed such  a  resource?  What  have  all  the  voyagers  and  re- 
markers  from  the  days  of  Cabot  and  Raleigh  been  about,  not  to 
have  discovered  this  curious  trait,  which  lifts  up  indeed  a  curtain, 
as  it  were,  upon  the  Indian  mind,^  and  exhibits  it  in  an  entirely 
new  character  ? 

August  1st.  Every  day  increases  the  interest  w^hich  the  ques- 
tion of  the  investigation  of  the  Indian  languages  and   customs 
iMumes  in  my  mind.     My  facilities  for  pursuing  these  inquiries 
and  for  the  general  transaction  of  the  official  business  has  been  in- 
creased this  day  by  my  removing  into  a  new  and  more  convenient 
office,  situated  some  ninety  or  a  hundred  yards  west  of  my  former 
position,  but  on  a  line  with  it,  and  fronting,  like  the  former  room, 
on  an  ancient  green  on  the  river's  banks.     The  St.  Mary's  River 
is  here  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  wide,  and  the  green  in  front 
of  my  office  is  covered  with  Indian  lodges,  and  presents  a  noble 
expanse.     I  have  now  a  building  some  thirty-six  feet  square,  built 
of  squared  timber,  jointed  with  mortar  and  whitewashed,  so  as  to 
give  it  a  neat  appearance.     The  interior  is  divided  into  a  room 
some  twenty  feet  by  thirty-six,  with  two  small  ante-rooms.     A 
large  cast  iron  Montreal  stove,  which  will  take  in  three  feet  wood, 
occupies  the  centre.    The  walls  are  plastered,  and  the  room  mode- 
rately lighted.     The  rear  of  the  lot  has  a  blacksmith  shop.     The 
interpreter  has  quarters  near  by.     The  gate  of  the  new  canton- 
ment is  some  three  hundred  yards  west  of  my  door,  and  there  is 
thus  brought  within  a  small  compass  the  means  of  transacting 
the  affairs  of  the  agency  during  the  approaching  and  expected 
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severe  winter.    These  are  the  best  arrangements  that  con  be  made^ 
better  indeed  than  I  had  reason  to  expect  on  first  landing  here. 

Sd.  I  wrote  to-day  to  Dr.  Hosack,  expressing  my  thanks  for  the 
extract  of  a  letter,  which  he  had  enclosed  me  from  Sir  Hamphrej 
Davy,  dated  London,  March  24th,  182^,  in  which  this  eminent 
philosopher  expresses  his  opinion  on  my  Narrative  Journal,  a 
copy  of  which  Dr.  Ilosack  had  sent  him.  "  Schoolcraft's  Narra- 
tive is  admirable,"  observes  Sir  Humphrey  Davy,  "both  for  the 
facts  it  develops,  and  for  the  simplicity  and  clearness  of  the  de- 
tails. He  has  accomplished  great  things  by  such  tneans,  and  offers 
a  goo<l  model  for  a  traveler  in  a  new  country.  I  lent  his  book  to 
our  veteran  philosophical  geographer.  Major  Rennel,  iirho  was 
highly  pleased  with  it.     Copies  of  it  would  seU  well  in  England." 

A  friend  sends  me  a  prospectus  for  a  paper  under  the  title  of 
"  Washington  Itepuhlicanj"  which  has  just  Been  established  a^lhe 
seat  of  government,  earnestly  advocating  the  election  of  John  C. 
Calhoun  for  the  presidency  in  18241 

4th.  A  chief  of  a  shrewd  and  grave  countenance,  and  more 
than  the  ordinary  cast  of  thought,  visited  me  this  morning,  and 
gave  me  his  hand,  with  the  ordinary  salutation  of  Nosa  (my  father). 
The  interpreter  introduced  him  by  the  name  of  Little  Pine,  or 
Shingwalkonee,  and  as  a  person  of  some  consequence  among  the 
Indians,  being  a  meta,  a  wabeno,  a  counselor,  a  war  ohief,  and  an 
orator  or  speaker.  He  had  a  tuft  of  beard  on  his  chin,  wore  a  hat,  and 
had  some  other  traits  in  his  dress  and  gear  which  smacked  of  civil- 
isation. His  residence  is  stated  to  be,  for  the  most  part,  on  the 
British  side  of  the  river,  but  he  traces  his  lineage  from  the  old 
Crane  band  here.  I  thought  him  to  be  a  man  of  more  than  the 
ordinary  Indian  forecast.  He  appeared  to  be  a  person  who,  hav* 
ing  seen  all  the  military  developments  on  these  shores  during  the 
last  month,  thought  he  would  cross  over  the  channel  with  a  retinue, 
to  see  what  the  Chemoquemon^  was  about.  He  had  also,  per- 
haps, a  shrewd  Indian  inkling  that  some  presents  might  be  dis- 
tributed here  during  the  season. 

lO^A.  A  strange-looking  Indian  came  in  from  the  forest  wearing 
an  American  silver  medal.  He  looked  haggard  and  forsaken. 
It  will  be  recollected  by  those  who  have  read  my  Narrative  Journal 

*  Ohemoqaemon,  an  American ;  from  Oiiehee  great,  moquemon  a  knife. 
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of  tho  expedition  of  1820,  that  GoYemor  Cass  became  lost  and 
entangled  among  the  sharp  mountainous  passes  of  the  River  On- 
tonagon, in  his  attempts  to  reach  the  party  i^ho  had,  at  an  early 
part  of  the  day,  gone  forward  to  the  site  of  the  Copper  Rock ;  and 
that  he  bestowed  a  medal  on  a  young  Chippewa,  who  had  ren- 
dered his  party  and  himself  services  during  its  stay  on  that  riven 
This  individual  was  among  the  earlier  visitors  who  presented  him- 
self at  my  office.  Ho  recognized  me  as  one  of  the  party  on  that 
occasion.  He  was  introduced  to  me  hy  the  name  of  Wabish-ke-pe- 
nacc,  or  the  White  Bird,  and  seemed  to  rouse  up  from  a  settled 
look  of  melancholy  when  referring  to  those  events.  It  appears  that 
his  conduct  as  a  guide  on  that  occasion  had  made  him  unpopular 
with  the  band,  who  told  him  he  had  received  an  honor  for  that  which 
should  be  condemned.  That  it  was  a  crime  to  show  the  An^ericans 
their  wealth,  and  the  Great  Spirit  did  not  approve  it.  His  dress 
had  something  wild  and  forlorn,  as  well  as  his  countenance. 

nth,  A  week  or  two  ago,  an  Indian,  called  Sa-ne-baw,  or  the 
Ribbon,  who  encamped  on  the  green  in  front  of  my  office,  fell  sick. 
I  requested  Dr.  Wheaton  to  visit  him,  but  it  did  not  appear  that 
there  was  any  disease  of  either  an  acute  or  chronic  character  which 
could  be  ascertained.  The  man  seemed  to  be  in  a  low  desponding 
state.  Some  small  medicines  were  administered,  but  he  evinced 
no  symptoms  of  restoration.  He  rather  appeared  to  be  pining 
away,  with  some  secret  mental  canker.  The  very  spirit  of  despair 
was  depicted  in  his  visage.  Young  Wheaton,  a  brother  of  the 
Doctor,  and  Lieutenant  C.  Morton,  United  States  Army,  visited 
him  daily  in  company,  with  much  solicitude ;  but  no  effort  to  rally 
him,  physically  or  mentally,  was  successful,  and  he  died  this  morn- 
ing. '*  He  died,"  said  the  former  to  me,  '^  because  he  would  die." 
The  Indians  seem  to  mo  a  people  who  are  prone  to  despond,  and 
easily  sink  into  frames  of  despair. 

I  received  a  letter  to-day  from  the  veteran  geographer,  Mr.  W. 
Darby,  of  Philadelphia,  brought  by  the  hands  of  a  friend,  a  Mr, 
Tooeey,  through  whom  he  submitted  to  mo  a  list  of  geographical 
and  statistical  queries  relating  to  some  generic  points,  which  he  is 
investigating  in  connection  with  his  forthcoming  Gazetteer  of  the 
United  States. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

A  pionio  party  at  the  footx)f  Lake  Superiox"— Canoe-^^Scenery — ^Descent  of 
St.  Mary's  Falls — Etymology  of  the  Indian  names  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  and 
Lake  Superior — The  wild  rice  plant — Indian  trade— American  For  Com- 
pany— Distribution  of  presents  —  Death  of  Sassaba  —  Epitaph— Indian 
capacity  to  count — Oral  literature — Research — Sdf-reliance. 

■ 

1822.  August  20th.  I  went  with  a  pic-nio  to  Gross  Cape,  a 
romantic  promontory  at  the  foot  of  Lake  Superior.  This  elevation 
stands  on  the  north  shore  of  the  straits,  and  consequently  in  Canada. 
It  overlooks  a  noble  expanse  of  waters  and  islands,  constituting  one 
of  the  most  magnificent  series  of  views  of  American  scenery.  Imme- 
diately  opposite  standi  the  scarcely  less  elevated,  and  not  less  cele- 
brated promontory  of  Point  Iroquois,  the  Na-do^wa-we-gon-ing,  qt 
•Place  of  Iroquois  Bones,  of  the  Chippewas.  These  two  promontories 
stand  like  the  pillars  of  Hercules  which  guard  the  entrance  into 
the  Mediterranean,  and  their  office  is  to  mark  the  foot  of  the 
mighty  Superior,  a  lake  which  may  not,  inaptly,  be  deemed  another 
Mediterranean  Sea.  The  morning  chosen  to  visit  this  scene  was 
fine ;  the  means  of  conveyance'  chosen  was  the  novel  and  fairy- 
like  barque  of  the  Chippewas,  which  they  d^ominate  C%^-matcn, 
but  which  we,  from  a  corruption  of  a  Charib  term  as  old  as  the 
days  of  Columbus,  call  Canoe.  It  is  made  of  the  rind  of  the 
betula  papyracea,  or  white  birch,  sewed  together  with  the  fijie 
fibrous  roots  of  the  cedaror  sprue  e,  and  is  made  water-tight 
by  covering  the  seams  with  boiled  pine  rosin,  the  whole  being  dis- 
tended over  and  supported  by  very  thin,  ribs  and  eross-bars  of 
cedar,  curiously  carved  and  framed  together.  It  is  tamed  up,  at 
either  end,  like  a  gondola,  and  the  sides  and  gunwales  fancifully 
painted.  The  whole  structure  is  light,  and  was  easily  carried  by 
two  men  on  their  shoulders  ;  yet  will  bear  a  weight  of  more  than 
a  ton  on  the  water.  It  is  moved  with  cedar  paddles,  and  the  Ca- 
nadians who  managed  it,  kept  time  in  their  strokes,  and  regulated 
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them  to  the  sonorous  cadence  of  some  of  their  simple  boat  songs. 
Oar  party  consisted  of  several  ladies  and  gentlemen.     We  carried 
the  elements  of  a  picnic.     We  moved  rapidly.     The  views  on  all 
sides  were  novel  and  delightful.     The  water,  in  which  the  men 
struck  their  paddles  was  pure  as  crystal.     The  air  was  perfectly 
exhilarating  from  its  purity.     The  distance  about  three  leagues. 
We  landed  a  few  moments  at  Point  aux  Pins,  to  range  along  the 
clean  sandy  shore,  and  sandy  plains,  now  abounding  in  fine  whor- 
tleberricB.     Directly  on  putting  out  from  this,  the  broad  view  of 
the  entrance  into  the  lake  burst  upon  us.     It  is  magnificent.     A  - 
line  of  blue  water  stretched  like  a  thread  on  the  horizon,  between 
cape  and  cape,  say  five  miles.     Beyond  it  is  what  the  Chippewas 
call  BvJheeshrkihhey  meaning  the  far  off,  indistinct  prospect  of  a 
water  scei^e,  till  the  reality,  in  the  feeble  power  of  human  vision, 
loses  itself  in  the  clouds  and  sky.     The  two  prominences  of  Point 
Iroquois  and  Gross  Cape  are  very  different  in  character.     The 
former  is  a  bold  eminence  covered  with  trees,  and  having  all  the 
appearance  of  youth  and  verdure.     The  latter  is  but  the  end,  so 
to  say,  of  a  towering  ridge  of  dark  primary  rocks  with  a  few 
Btunted  cedars.     The  first  exhibits,  on  inspection,  a  formation  of 
sandstone  and  reproduced  rocks,  piled  stratum  super  stratum,  and 
covered  with  boulder  drifts  and  alluvion.     The  second  is  a  massive 
mountain  ridge  of  the  northern  sienite,  abounding  in  black  crys- 
taline  hornblende,  and  flanked  at  lower  altitudes,  in  front,  in  some 
places,  by  a  sort  of  trachyte.     We  clambered  up  and  over  the 
bold  undulations  of  the  latter,  till  wc  were  fatigued.     We  stood 
on  the  highest  pinnacle,  and  gazed  on  tko  '^  blue  profound*'  of  Su- 
perior, the  great  water  or  Gitehegomee  of  the  Indians.     We  looked 
down  far  below  at  the  clean  ridges  of  pebbles,  and  the  transparent 
water.     After  gazing,  and  looking,  and  reveling  in  the  wild  mag- 
nificence of  views,  we  picked  our  way,  crag  by  crag,  to  the  shore, 
and  sat  down  on  the  shining  banks  of  black,  white,  and  mottled 
pebbles,  and  did  ample  justice  to  the  contents  of  our  baskets  of 
good  things.     This  always  restores  one's  spirits.     We  forget  the 
toil  in  the  present  enjoyment.     And  having  done  this,  and  giving 
our  last  looks  at  what  has  been  poetically  called  the  Father  of 
Lakes,  we  put  out,  with  paddles  and  song,  and  every  heart  beating 
in  unison  with  the  scene,  for  our  starting-point  at  Ba-wa-teeg,  or 
Pa-wa-teeg,  alias  Sault   Ste.  Marie.     But  the  half  of  my  story 
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would  not  be  told,  if  I  did  not  add  that,  as  ire  gained  tbe  brink  of 
the  rapids,  and  began  to  feel  the  suction  of  the  wide  current  that 
leaps,  jump  after  jump,  over  that  fbaming  bed,  our  inclinations 
and  our  courage  rose  together  to  go  down  the  formidable  pass ;  and 
having  full  faith  in  the  long-tried  pilotage  of  our  guide,  Tom  Shaw^ 
down  we  went,  rushing  at  times  like  a  thunderbolt,  then  turned 
by  a  dab  of  the  pole  of  our  guide,  on  a  rock,  shooting  off  in 
eschelon,  and  then  careering  down  another  schute  or  water,  bolt, 
till  we  thus  dodged  every  rock,  and  came  out  below  inth  a  full 
roaring  chortis  of  our  Canadians,  who,  as  they  cleared  the  last 
danger,  hoisted  our  starry  flag  at  the  same  moment  that  they 
struck  up  one  of  their  wild  and  joyous  songs. 

22d.  I  have  questioned  the  Indians  closely  for  the  names  of 
Sault  Ste.  Marie  and  Lake  Superior.  They  are  destined  to  hold 
an  important  rank  in  our  future  geography.  But  the  result  is 
not  agreeable  to  preconceived  poetic  notions.  When  the  French 
first  came  to  these  falls,  they  found  the  Chippewas,  the  falls  signi- 
fying, descriptively.  Shallow  water  pitching  over  rocks,  or  by  a 
prepositional  form  of  the  term,  at  the  place  of  shallow  water, 
pitching  over  rocks.  Such  is  the  meaning  of  the  words  Pa-'Wa-teeg 
and  Pa-wa-ting.  The  terms  cover  more  precisely  the  idea  which 
we  express  by  the  word  cascade.  The  French  call  a  cascade  a 
Leap  or  Sault ;  but  Sault  alone  would  not  be  distinctive,  as  they  had 
already  applied  the  term  to  some  striking  passes  on  the  St.  Law- 
rence and  othcf*  places.  They  therefore,  in  conformity  with,  their 
general  usage,  added  the  name  of  a  patron  aaint  to  the  term  by  call- 
ing it  Sault  de  Ste.  Marie,  i^  e.  Leap  of  Saint  Mary,  to  distinguish 
it  from  other  Leaps,  or  Saults.  Now  as  the  word  Sainte,  as  here 
used,  is  feminine,  it  must,  in  its  abbreviated  form,  be  written  Ste. 
The  preposition  de  (the)  is  usually  dropped.  Use  has  further 
now  dropped  the  sontid  of  the  letter 7  from  Sault.  But  as,  in  the 
reforms  of  the  French  dictionary,  the  ancient  geographical  named 
of  places  remain  unaffected,  the  true  phraseology^is  Sault  Ste. 
Marie.. 

Having  named  the  falls  a  Saultj  they  went  a  step  further,  and 
called  the  Odjibwa  Indians  who  lived  at  it,  SaulteurSj  or  People  of 
the  Sault.  Hence  this  has  ever  remained  the  French  name  for 
Chippewas. 

In  'the  term  Gitcfaegomee,  the  name  for  Superior,  we  have  a 
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specimen  of  their  mode  of  making  compounds.     Gitche  signifies 
something  great,  or  possessing  the  property  of  positive  magnitude. 
G(mice  is  itself  a  compound  phrase,  denoting,  when  so  conjoined, 
I  large  hody  of  water.     It  is  the  objective  member  of  their  term 
for  the  sea  ;  but  is  governed  by  its  antecedent,  and  may  be  used 
in  describing  other  and  minor,  even  the  most  minute  liquid  bodies, 
as  we  hear  it,  in  the  compound  term  mushhuagomee^  i,  e.  strong 
drink.     Under  the  government  of  the  term  gitchee^  it  appears  to 
express  simply  the  sense  of  great  water,  but  conveys  the  idea,  to 
the  Indian  mind,  of  sea-water.     I  have  cast  about,  to  find  a  sono- 
rous form  of  elision,  in  which  it  may  come  into  popular  use,  but 
Snd  nothing  more  eligible  than  I-go-mee^  or  Igoma.    A  more 
practical  word,  in  the  shape  of  a  new  compound,  may  bo  made  in 
Algoma,  a  term  in  which  the  first  syllable  of  the  generic  name  of 
this  tribe  of  the  Algonquin  stock,  harmonizes  very  well  with  the 
Indian  idea  of  goma  (sea),  giving  us.  Sea  of  the  Algonquins.     The 
term  may  be  objected  to,  as  the  result  of  a  grammatical  abbrevia- 
tion, bat  if  not  adopted  practically,  it  may  do  as  a  poetical  synonym 
for  this  great  lake.     Such  is,  at  least,  the  result  of  a  full  discus- 
non  of  these  names,  with  the  very  best  speakers  of  the  language. 

30fA.    The  Wild  Rice  Plant — Having  received  a  request  for 
some  of  this  native  grain  to  send  abroad,  and  knowing  that  the 
smoked  rice,  such  as  the  Indians  usually  bring  in,  will  not  germi- 
nate, I  this  day  dispatched  my  interpreter  in  a  canoe,  with  some 
Indians,  to  the  northern  shores  of  the  straits  to  gather  some  of  it 
for  seed  ;  the  result  was  successful.     This  plant  may  be  deemed 
&  precious  gift  of  nature  to  the  natives,  who  spread  over  many 
degrees  of  northern  latitude.    They  call  it  man-tUmin,  a  compound 
descriptive  phrase,  which  differs  only  from  their  name  for  the  zea 
mize  in  putting  an  o — the  third  syllabic — for  the  imperative  future 
in  dau. 

Sept,  Ist.  Indian  Trade. — Congress  has  provided  a  code  of  laws 
to  regulate  this,  the  object  of  which  is  a  good  one,  and  the  provisions 
of  the  various  enactments  appear  to  be  founded  on  the  highest  prin- 
ciples of  justice  and  benevolence.  It  is  still  a  question,  it  appears  to 
me,  whether  some  of  these  provisions  do  not  merely  sanction  by  the 
fonofl  of  law  what  was  formerly  done,  not  always  well,  without  it. 
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and  whether  the  measure  of  protection  which  they  afford  to  the 
tribed  against  the  cupidity  of  the  whiti^s  is  very  efficacious.  It 
was  heretofore  pretended  by  .the  British  traders  that  all  this 
country  belonged  to  Great  Britain,  and  they  told  the  Indians 
that  the  wprr  of  1812  would  settle  all  this.  It  did  so ;  but,  contrary 
to  their  wishes  and  the  predictions  to  the  Indians,  it  settled  it 
precisely  on  the  basis  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  which  ran  the  boun- 
dary line  through  the  straits  of  Saint  Mary's  and  Lake  Superior 
to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods.  As  soon  as  the  smoke  of  the  war 
cleared  off,  namely,  in  1816,  Congress  enacted  that  British  traders 
and  capital  should  be  excluded  from  the  American  lines,  that  no 
British  subjects  should  receive  licenses  to  trade^  and  that  all  such 
persons  who  went  inland  in  subordinate  capacities  should  be  bonded 
for  by  the  American  traders  who  employed  them.  This  law.  seemed 
to  bear  particularly  on  this  section  of  country,  and  is  generally 
understood  to  have  been  passed  to  throw  the  old  North  West  Com- 
pany, and  other  British  traders,  trading  on  their  own  account,  out 
of  this  hitherto  very  lucrative  branch  of  trade.  John  Jacobs  Astor, 
of  New  York,  went  immediately  to  Montreal  and  bought  out  all 
the  posts  and  factories  of  that  company,  situated  in  the  north- 
west, which  were  south  of  the  lines.  With  these  posts,  the  factors, 
trading  clerks,  and  men  were,  as  a  matter  of  course,  cast  on  the 
patronage  and  employment  of  that  eminent  German  furrier.  That 
he  might  cover  their  employment,  he  sent  an  agent  from  Montreal 
into  Vermont  to  engage  enterprising  young  men,  in  whose  names 
the  licenses  could  be  taken  out.  He  furnished  the  entire  capital 
for  the  trade,  and  sent  agents,  in  the  persons  of  two  enterprising 
young  Scotch  gentlemen,  from  Montreal  and  New  York  to  Michili- 
mackinack,  to  manage  the  business.  This  new  arrangement  took 
the  popular  name  of  the  American  Fur  Company.  In  other  re- 
spects, except  those  related,  the  mode  of  transacting  the  trade,  and 
the  real  actors  therein,  remained  very  much  as  they  were.  Ameri- 
can lads,  whose  names  were  inscribed  in  the  licenses  at  Michili- 
mackinack,  as  principals,  went  inland  in  reality  to  learn  the  busi- 
ness and  the  language  ;  the  engagee^y  or  boatmen,  who  were  chiefly 
Canadians  or  metifs,  were  bonded  for,  in  five  hundred  dollars 
each.  In  this  condition,  I  found  things  on  my  arrival  here.  The 
very  thin  diffusion  of  American  feeling  or  principle  in  both  the 
traders  and  the  Indians,  so  far  as  I  have  seen  them,  renders,  it  a 
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matter  of  no  little  difficnltj  to  Buperrise  this  business,  and  it  has 
required  perpetual  activity  in  examining  the  boats  and  outfits  of 
the  traders  who  have  received  their  licenses  at  Mackinack,  to  search 
their  packages,  to  detect  contraband  goods,  t.  e,  ardent  spirits, 
and  grant  licenses,  passports,  and .  permits  to  those  who  have  ap- 
plied to  me.  To  me  it  seems  that  the  whole  old  resident  popula- 
tion of  the  frontiers,  together  with  the  new  accessions  to  it,  in  the 
shape  of  petty  dealers  of  all  sorts,  are  determined  to  have  the 
Indians'  furs,  at  any  rate,  whether  these  poor  red  men  live  or  die ; 
and  many  of  the  dealers  who  profess  to  obey  the  laws  wish  to 
get  legally  inland  only  that  they  may  do  as  they  please,  law  or 
no  law,  after  they  have  passed  the  flag-staff  of  Sainte  Marie's. 
There  may  be,  and  I  trust  there  ore,  higher  motives  in  some 
persons,  but  they  have  not  passed  this  way,  to  my  knowledge,  the 
present  season.  I  detected  one  scamp,  a  fellow  named  Gaul- 
thier,  who  had  carried  by,  and  secreted  above  the  portage,  no  < 
less  than  five  large  kegs  of  whisky  and  high  wines  on  a  small 
invoice,  but  a  few  days  after  my  arrival.  It  will  require  vigilance 
and  firmpess,  and  yet  mildness,  to  secure  anything  like  a  faithful 
performance  of  the  duties  committed  to  me  on  a  remote  frontier, 
and  with  very  little  means  of  action  beyond  the  precincts  of  the 
post,  and  this  depends  much  on  the  moral  influence  on  the  Indian 
mind  of  the  military  element  of  power. 

6^^,  Fvr%t  Distribution  of  Presents. — In  fulfilment  of  a  general 
declaration  of  friendly  purposes,  made  on  my  opening  speech  to 
the  Chippewas  in  July  last,  the  entire  home  band  of  St.  Mary's, 
men,  women,  and  children,  were  assembled  on  the  green  in  front  of 
my  office,  this  morning,  to  receive  a  small  invoice  of  goods  and 
merchandise,  which  were  distributed  amongst  them  as  presents. 
These  goods  were  the  best  that  could  be  purchased  in  the  Detroit 
market,  and  were  all  of  the  best  description  ;  and  they  were  re- 
ceived with  a  lively  satisfaction,  which  betokened  well  for  my  future 
influence.  Prominent  among  the  pleased  recipients  were  the  chiefs 
of  the  village,  Shin-ga-ba-was-sin,  the  Image  Stone,  She-wa-be- 
ke-tone,  the  Man  of  Jingling  Metals,  Kau-ga-osh,  or  the  Bird  in 
Eternal  Flight,  Way-ish-kee,  or  The  First  Born  Son,  and  two  or 
three  others  of  minor  note.  Behind  them  were  the  warriors  and 
young  men,  the  matrons  and  maids ;  and  peppered  in,  as  it  were, 
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the  children  of  all  agesl.  All  were  in  their  best  attire.  The  eere- 
monj  began  by  lighting  the  pipe,  and  having  it  passed  by  suitable 
officials  to  the  chiefs  and  warriors  in  due  order,  and  by  placing  a 
pile  of  tobacco  before  them,  for  general  U86,  which  the  chiefs  with 
great  care  divided  and  distributed,  not  forgetting  t^e  lowest  claim- 
ant. I  then  stated  the  principles  by  which  the  agency  would  be 
guided  in  its  intercourse  with  them,  the  benevolence  and  justice 
of  the  views  entertained  by  their  great  father,  the  President,  and 
his  wishes  to  keep  improper  traders  out  of  their  country,  to  ez^ 
elude  ardent  spirits,  and  to  secure  their  peace  and  happiness  in 
every  practicable  way.  Each  sentence,  as  it  was  rendered  into 
Indian,  was  received  with  the  response  of  Hoh !  an  exclamation  of 
,  approbation,  which  is  uttered  feebly  or  loud,  in  proportion  as  the 
matter  is  warmly  or  coldly  approved.  The  chiefs  responded.  All 
looked  pleased ;  the  presents  were  divided,  and  the  assembly  broke 
up  in  harmony  and  good  vrill.  It  doe%  seem  that,  according  to  the 
oriental  maxim,*  a  present  is  the  readiest  door  to  an  Indian's 
heart.  ■  .,' 

25f  A.  The  Indian  mind  appears  to  lack  the  mathematical  ele* 
ment.  It  is  doubtful  how  far  they  can  compute  numbers.  The 
Chippewas  count  decimally,  and  after  ten,  add  the  names  of  the 
digits  to  the  word  ten,  up  to  twenty ;  then  take  the  word  for  twenty,, 
and  add  them  as  before,  to  thirty;  and  so  on  to  a  hundred.  They 
then  add  them  to  the  term  for  a  hundred,  up  to  a  thousand. 

They  cannot  be  made  to  understand  the  value  of  an  American 
dollar,  without  reducing  it  to  the  standard  of  skins.  A  striking 
instance  of  this  kind  happened  among  the  Potowattomies  at  Chi- 
cago last  year  (1821).  The  commanding  officer  had  offered  a  re- 
ward of  thirty  dollars  for  the  apprehension  of  a  deserter.  The 
Potowattomies  pursued  and  caught  him,  and  received  a  certificate 
for  the  reward.  The  question  with  them  now  was,  how  much  they 
liad  got.  They  wished  to  sell  the  certificate  to  a  trader,  and  there 
were  five  claimants.  They  sat  down  and  counted  off  as  many 
racoon  skins.  They  then  made  thirty  equal  heaps,  substituting 
symbols  for  skins.  Taking  the  store  price  of  a  racoon  at  five 
skins  to  the  dollar,  they  then  found  they  had  received  the  equiva- 

*  "  Let  thy  present  go  before  thee." — Proverbs  of  Solomon. 


PEBSOllAL  MBMOIRB.  119 

lent  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  racoons,  and  at  this  price  they  sold 
the  order  or  certificate. 

26th.  Death  of  SoM^abn^*  or  the  CouM. — This  chief,  who.  has 
from  the  day  of  our  first*  landing  here,  rendered  himself  noted  for 
his  sentiments  of  opposition  to  the  Americans,  met  with  a  melan- 
choly fate  yesterday.  He  was  in  the  habit  of  using  ardent  spirits, 
and  frequently  rose  from  a  debauch  of  this  kind  of  two  or  three 
days^  continuance.  Latterly  he  has  exhibited  a  singular  figure, 
walking  through  the  village,  being  divested  of  every  particle  of 
clothing  except  a  large  gray  wolfs  skin,  which  he  had  drawn  over 
his  body  in  such  a  manner  as  to  let  its  tail  dangle  down  behind. 
It  was  in  this  unique  costume  that  I  last  saw  him,  and  as  he  was 
a  tall  man;  with  rather  prominent  features,  the  spectacle  was  the 
more  striking.  From  this  freak  of  dress  he  has  been  commonly 
called,  for  some  tune,  My-een-gun,  or  th^  Wolf.  He  had  been 
drinking  at  Point  aux  Pins,  six  miles  above  the  rapids,  with 
Odabit  and  some  other  boon  companions,  and  in  this  predica- 
ment embarked  in  his  canoe,  to  come  to  the  head  of  the  portage. 
Before  reaching  it,  a^d  while  still  in  the  strong  tide  or  suck  of  the 
current,  he  rose  in  his  canoe  for  some  purpose  connected  with  the 
sail,  and  tipped  it  over.  Odabit  succeeded  in  making  land,  but  the 
Count,  his  wife  and  child,  and  Odabit's  wife,  went  over  the  rapids, 
which  was  the  last  ever  seen  of  them.  Sassaba  appeared  to  me  to 
be  a  man  of  strong  feelings  and  an  independent  mind,  not  regard- 
ing consequences.  He  had  taken  a  deep  prejudice  against  the 
Americans,  from  his  brother  having  been  shot  by  his  side  in  the 
battle  under  Tecumseh  on  the  Thames.  This  appeared  to  be  the 
burden  of  his  complaints.  He  was  fond  of  European  dress,  and 
articles  of  furniture.  It  was  found  that  he  had  in  his  tent,  which 
was  of  duck,  a  set  of  silver  tea  and  tablespoons,  knives,  forks, 
cups  and  saucers,  and  a  tea  tray.  Besides  his  military  coat,  sword, 
and  epaulets,  and  sash,  which  were  presented  to  him,  he  had  some 
miBed  linen  shirts,  gloves,  shoes  and  stockings,  and  an  umbrella, 
all  of  which  wese  kept,  however,  in  the  spirit  of  a  virtuoso,  and 
he  took  a  pride  in  displaying  these  articles  to  visitors. 

Many  a  more  worthless  man  than  Sassaba  has  had  his  epitaph, 

*  The  word  means  fioery. 
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or  elegiac  wreath,  wl^ch  may  serve  as  an  apology- for  the  following 
lines : — 

The  Falls  were  thy  grave,  as  they  leapt  mad  along. 

And  the  roar  of  their  waters  thy  funeral  song : 

So  wildly,  so  madly,  thy  people  for  aye, 

Are  rapidly,  cieaselessly,  passing  away. 

They  are  ^een  but  a  moment,  then  fade  and  are  past^ 

Like  a  cload  in  the  sky,  or  a  leaf  in  the  blast ;      .  ^ 

The  path  thou  hast  trodden,  thy  nation  shall  tread; 

Chief,  warrior,  and  kin,  to  the  Land  of  the  Dbad  ; 

And  soon  on  the  lake,  or  the  shore,  or  the  green,' 

Not  a  war  drum  shall  sound,  not  a  smoke  shall  be  seen. 

2T^A.  Oral  Literature  of  the  Indians. — "I  i^m  extremely 
anxious,"  writes  a  friend,  '^  that  Mr.  Johnston  and  his  family  should 
fiimish  full  and  detailed  answers  to  my  queries,  more  particularly 
upon  all  subjects  connected  with  the  language,  and,  if  I  may  so 
speak,  the  polite  literature  of  the  Chippewas  (J  write  the  word  in 
this  way  because  I  am  apprehensive  that  the  orthography  is  inve- 
terately  fixed,  and  not  because  I  suppose  it  is  correct)."^  There 
is  no  quarter  from  which  I  can  expect  such  full  information  upon 
these  topics  as  from  this.  I  must  heg  you  to  aid  me  in  the  pursuit. 
Urge  them  during  the  long  winter  evenings  to  the  task.  The  time 
cannot  be  more  profitably  or  pleasantly  spent,  and,  as  I  am  told 
you  are  somewhat  of  an  aboriginal  schollar,  you  can  assist  them 
with  your  advice  and  judgment.  A  perfect  analysis  of  the  lan- 
guage is  a  great  desideratum.  I  pray  you,  in  the  ^ring,  to  let 
me  have  the  fruits  of  their  exertions.'' 

With  a  strong  predisposition  to  these  inquiries,  with  such  addi- 
tional excitement  to  the  work,  and  with  the  very  highest  advantages 
of  interpretation  and  no  little  fixity  of  application  from  boyhood, 
it  must  go  hard  with  me  this  winter  if  I  do  not  fish  up  something 
from  the  well  of  Indian  researches  and  traditionary  lore. 

Go,  student,  search,  and  if  thou  nothing  find. 
Go  search  again ;  success  is  in  the  mind.-r-ALGOK. 

2ith.  Tlhe  right  Bpirity  humble  yet  mar\fuL  —  A  ypung  man 

*  I  had  written,  announcing  the  word  Od-jib-wa  to  be  the  true  Indian  pro- 
nunciation, and  recommending  its  adoption. 
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of  purpose  and  some  talent,  with  considerable  ambition,  who  is 
diligently  seeking  a  place  in  the  world,  writes  me  from  Detroit  to- 
day, in  this  strain:  '^Tme  it  is,  I  have  determined  to  pass  the 
winter  either  in  New  York  or  Washington,  probably  the  latter  place. 
But,  my  dear  sir,  my  hope  of  doing  anything  for  myself  in  this 
world  is  the  faintest  possible,  and  I  begin  to  fatigue  with  the  exer- 
tion. If  I  do  not  succeed  this  winter  in  obtaining  something  perma- 
nent,^ I  shall  probably  settle  down,  either  in  this  place  or  some- 
where in  New  York,  a  poor  devil! — from  all  which,  and  many 
other  things,  ^good  Lord  deliyer  us !'  Farewell;  my  best  wishes  be 
with  you  this  winter^  to  keep  you  warm.  I  shall  expect  next 
spring  to  see  yod  an  accomplished  ni€hee**f  [N^je]. 

*  H«  did  suceeed  at  W. 

t  A  term  signifying,  in  the  Chippewa,  my  friend,  but  popularly  used  9X  tho 
tiflie  to  lonie  extent  ai  Detroit  to  denote  an  Indian, 
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3 

1822.  Oct.  l8t  Capper  Mines  of  Lake  Superior. — On  the  8th 
of  May  last,  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  passed  vH  resolatioiv 
in  these  words : — 

^^  Mesolved,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  compmnicate  to  the  Senate,  at  the  commencement  t)f  the  nexi 
session  of  Congress,  any  information  which  may  be  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  government,  derived  from  special  agents  or  otherwise, 
showing  the  numb.er,  value,  and  position  of  the  copper  mines  oa 
the  south  shore  of  Lake  Superior ;  the  names  of  the  Indian  tribes 
who  claim  them ;  the  practicability  of  extinguishing  their  title, 
and  the  probable  advantage  which  may  result  to  the  Republic 
from  the  acquisition  and  working  these  mines." 

The  resolution  having  been  referred  to  me  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  I,  this  day,  completed  and  transmitted  a  report  on  the  subjecty . 
embracing  the  principal  facts  known  respecting  them,  insisting  on 
their  value  and  importance,  and  warmly  recommending  their  far- 
ther exptoration  and  Working."^ 

4:th.  White  Fish  Fishery. — No  place  in  America  has  been  so 
highly  celebrated  as  a  locality  for  taking  this  really  fine  and  deli- 
cious fish,  as  Saint  Mary's  Falls,  or  the  SauUj^  as  it  is  more  gene- 
rally and  appropriately  called.     This  fish  resorts  here  in  vast 

♦  See  Public  Doc.  No.  365,  2d  Sess.,  17th  Congress, 
t  ^^i"  word  is  pronounced  as  if  written  so^  not  soo.    It  is  a  derivatiye, 
through  the  French,  from  the  Latin  scHha. 
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nnmberSy  and  is  in  season  after  the  autumnal  equinox,  and  con- 
tinues 80  till  the  ice  begins  to  run.  It  is  worthy  the  attention 
of  ichthyologists.  It  is  a  remarkable,  but  not  singular  fact  in  its 
natural  history,  that  it  is  perpetually  found  in  the  attitude  of 
ascent  at  these  fallsJ  It  is  taken  only  in  the  swift  water  at  the 
foot  of  the  last  lei^  or  descent.  Into  this  swift  water  the  Indians 
push  their  canoes.  It^re.quires  great  skill  and  dexterity  for  this. 
The  fishing  canoe  is  of  small  size.  It  is  steered  by  a  man  in  the 
stem.  The  fisherman  takes  his,  stand  in  the  bows,  sometimes 
bestriding  the  light .  and  frail  vessel  from  gunwale  to  gunwale, 
having  a  scoop-net  in  his  hands.  This  net  has  a  long  slender 
handle,  teb  feet  or  more  in  length.  The  net  is  made  of  strong 
twine,  open  at  the  top,  like  an  entomologist's.  When  the  canoe 
has  been  run  into  the  uppermost  ^  rapids,  and  a  school  of  fish  is 
seen  below  or  alongside,  he  dexterously  puts  down  his  net,  and 
having  swooped  up  a  number  of  the  fish,  instantly  reverses  it  in 
water,  whips  it  up,  and  discharges  its  contents  into  the  canoe. 
This  he  repeats  till  his  canoe  is  loaded,  when  he  shoots  out  of  the 
tail  of  the  rapids,  and  makes  for  shore.  The  fish  will  average 
three  pounds,  but  individuals  are  sometimes  two  and  three  times 
that  weight.  It  is  shad-shaped,  with  well-developed  scales,  easily 
removed,  but  has  the  mouth  of  the  sucker,  very  small.  The  flesh 
is  perfectly  white  and  firm,  with  very  few  bones.  It  is  boiled  by 
the  Indians  in  pure  water,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  the  kettle  hung 
high  above  a  small  blaze  ;  and  thus  cooked,  it  is  eaten  with  the 
liquid  for  a  gravy,  and  is  delicate  and  delicious.  If  boiled  in  the 
ordinary  way,  by  a  low  hung  pot  and  quick  fire,  it  is  soft  and 
comparatively  flabby.  It  is  also  broiled  by  the  inhabitants,  on  a 
gridiron,  after  cutting  it  open  on  the  back,  and  brought  on  the 
table  slightly  browned.  This  must  be  done,  like  a  steak,  quickly. 
It  is  the  most  delicious  when  immediately  taken  from  •  the 
water,  and  connoisseurs  will  tell  you,  by  its  taste  at  the  table, 
whether  it  is  immediately  from  the  water,  or  has  lain  any  time 
before  cooking.  It  is  sometimes  made  into  small  ovate  masses, 
dipped  into  batter,  and  fried  in  butter,  and  in  this  shape,  it  is 
called  petite  pdte.  It  is  also  chowdercd  or  baked  in  a  pie. 
It  is  the  great  resource  of  the  Indians  and  the  French,  and  of  this 
poor  generally  at  these  falls,  who  eat  it  with  potatoes,  which  are 
abundantly  raised  here.     It  is  also  a  standing  dish  with  all. 
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A  Poetic  Name  for  a  Fish — The  Qhippewas,  who  are  ready  to 
give  every  object  in  creation,  whose  existence  they  cannot  otherwise 
account  for,  an  allegorical  origin,  call,  the  white  fish  (Xttikumaig^9k 
very  curious  or  very  fanciful  name,  for  it  appears  to  be  compounded 
of  attik,  a  reindeer,  and  the  general  compound  gumeey  or  gumaj 
before  noticed,  as  meaning  water,  or  a  liquid.  To  this  the  addi- 
tion of  the  letter  g  makes  a  plural  in  the  animate  form,  so  that  the 
translation  is  deer  of  the  water^  an  evident  acknowledgment  of 
its  importance  as  an  item  in  their  means  of  subsistence.  Who  caa 
say,  after  this,  that  the  Chippewas  have  not  some  imagination? 

Indian  Tale. — They  have  a  legend  about  the  origin  of  the  white 
fish,  which  is  founded  on  the  observation  of  a  minute  trait  in  its 
habits.  This  fish,  when  opened,  is  found  to  have  in  its  stomach 
very  small  white  particles  which  look  like  roe  or  particles  of  brain, 
but  are,  perhaps,  microscopic  shells.  They  say  the  fish  itself 
sprang  from  the  brain  of  a  female,  whose  skull  fell  into  these 
rapids,  and  was  dashed  out  among  the  rocks.  A  tale  of  domestic 
infidelity  is  woven  with  this,  and  the  denouement  is  made  to  turn 
on  the  premonition  of  a  venerable  crane^  the  leading  Totem  of  the 
band,  who,  having. consented  to  carry  the  ghost  of  a  female  across 
the  falls  on  his  back,  threw  her  into  the  boiling  and  foaming  flood 
to  accomplish  the  poetic  justice  of  the  tale. 

nth.  Polygamyi — ^This  practice  appears  to  be  less  common 
among  the  Chippewas  than  the  more  westerly  tribes.  An  in^ 
stance  of  it  came  to  my  notice  to-day,  in  a  complaint  made  by 
an  Indian  named  Me-ta-koos-se-ga,  L  e.  Smoking-Weed,  or  Pure 
Tobacco,  who  was  living  with  two  wives,  a  mother  and  her  daughter. 

■  4 

He  complained  that  a  young  woman  whom  he  had  brought  up  had 
left  his  lodge,  and  taken  shelter  with  the  family  of  the  widow  of  a 
Canadian. .  It  appears  that  the  old  fellow  had  been  making  ad- 
vances to  this  girl  to  become  bis  third  w^e^  and  that  she  had  fled 
from  his  lodge  to  avoid  his  importunities. 

18fA.  historical  Reminiscences. — This  day  sixty-three  years 
ago,  General  Wolf  took  Quebec,  an  event  upon  which  hinged  the 
fall  of  Canada.  That  was  a  great  historical  era,  and  it  is  from 
this  date,  1759,  that  we  may  begin  to  date  a  change  in  the  Indian 
policy  of  the  counjfcry.    Before  that  time,  the  French,  who  had 
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discovered  this  region  of  coontrj  and  established  trade  and  inter- 
course with  the  Indian  tribes,  were  acknowledged  supreme  by  the 
natives.  Since  this  event,  the  English  rule  has  been  growing,  and 
the  allegiance  of  the  tribes  has  been  gradually  strengthened  and 
fixed.  It  is  not  a  light  task  to  change  habits  of  political  affiance, 
cemented  by  so  many  years.  The  object  which  is  only  sought  so 
far  as  the  tribes  fall  within  the  American  lines,  may,  however,  be 
attained  by  a  mild,  consistent,  and  persevering  course  of  policy. 
Time  is  a  slow  but  sure  innovator.  A  few  years  will  carry  the 
more  aged  men,  whose  prejudices  are  strongest,  to  their  graves. 
The  young  are  more  pliant,  and  will  see  their  interests  in  strength- 
ening their  intercourse  with  the  Americans,  who  can  do  so  much 
to  advance  them,  and  probably  long  before  half  another  period  of 
sixty-three  years  is  repeated,  the  Indians  of  the  region  will  be  as 
firmly  attached  to  us  as  they  ever  were  to  the  French  or  the 
English. 

Never  to  doubt,  and  never  to  despair, 

Is  to  make  acts  what  once  but  wishes  were.         Algon. 

26th.  Allegorieal  and  Mythohgieal  Tales.  —  "I  shall  be  re^ 
joiced,"  observed  Governor  G.,  in  a  letter  of  this  day,  in  reply 
to  my  announcement  of  having  detected  fanciful  traditionary 
stories  among  the  Ghippewas,  ^^to  receive  any  mythological  stories 
to  which  you  allude,-  even  if  they  are  enough  to  rival  old  Tooke  in 
his  Pantheon.'.'  He  had  put  into  my  hands,  at  Detroit,  a  list  of 
printed  queries  respecting  the  Indians,  and  calls  me  to  remember 
them,  during  my  winter  seclusion  here,  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
advantages  I  possess  in  the  well-info{med  circle  of  the  Johnston 
family. 

25^.  Chippewa  Language. — There  is  clearly  a  polite  and  a 
vulgar  way  of  speaking  the  language.  Tradition  says  that  great 
changes  have  taken  place,  and  that  these  changes  keep  pace  with 
the  decline  of  the  tribe  from  their  ancient  standard  of  forest 
morals  and  their  departure  from  their  ancient  customs.  How- 
ever this  may  be,  their  actual  vocabulary  is  pretty  full.  Difficul- 
ties exist  in  writing  it,  from  the  want  of  an  exact  and  uniform 
system  of  notation.  The  vowels  assume  their  short  and  slender 
as  well  as  broad  sounds^     The  language  appears  to  want  entirely 
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the  consonant  sounds  of  f,  I,  r,  v,  and  x.  In  conjugating  their 
verbs,  the  three  primary  tenses  are  well  made  out,  but  it  ii^  doubtful 
how  much  exactitude  exists  in  the  forms  given  for  the  oblique  and 
conditional  tenses.  If  it  be  true  that  the  language  is  more  cotrupt 
now  than  at  a  former  age,  it  is  important  to  inquire  in  what  tlus 
corruption  consists,  and  how  it.  came  about.  '^  To  rescue  it,'*  I 
observe  at'  th^  close  of  a  letter  now  on  my  table  to  his  Excellency 
€rovemor  C,  transmitting  hita  a  vocabulary  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  words,  "To  rescue  it  from  that  oblivion  to  which  the  tribe 
itself  is  rapidly  hastening,  while  yet  it  may  be  attempted,  with  a 
prospect  of  success,  will  constitute  a  novel  and  pleasing  species  of 
amusement  during  the  long  evenings  of  that  dreary  cold  winter  of 
which  we  have  already  had  a  foretaste.!' 

Slst.  Public  Worship. — ^As  Oolonel  Brady  is  about  to  leave 
the  post  for  the  season,  some  conversation  has  been  had  about 
authorizing  him  to  get  a  clergyman  to  come  to  the  post  It  is 
thought  that  if  such  a  person  would  devote  a  part  of  his  time  as 
an  instructor,  a  voluntary  subscription  could  be  got  among  the 
citizens  to  supply  the  sum  requisite  for  his  support.  I  drew  up-  a 
paper  with  this  view  this  morning,  and  after  handing  it  roqudy 
found  the  sum  of  ninetif-Beven  dollars  subscribed — seventy-five 
dollars  of  which  are  by  four  persons.  This  is  not  half  the  stipend 
of  "  forty  pounds  a  year"  that  poor  Goldsmith's  brother  thought 
himself  rich  upon ;  and  it  is  apprehended  the  colonel  will  hardly 
find  the  inducement  sufficient  to  elicit  attention  to  so  very  remote 
a  quarter. 

Nov.  Ist.  We  have  snow,  cold,  and  chilly  winds.  On  looking 
to  the  north,  there  are  huge  piles  of  clouds  hanging  over  Lake 
Superior.     We  may  say,  with  Bums, 

"  The  wintry  wind  is  gathering  hsi." 

This  is  a  holiday  with  the  Canadian  French — "All  Saints.  They 
appear  as  lively  and  thoughtless  as  if  all  the  saints  in  the  calen- 
dar were  to  join  them  in  a  dance.  Well  may  it  be  said  of  them, 
"Where  imorance  is  bliss,  'tis  folly  to  be  wise." 

20th.  Seclusion  from  the  World  realized. — ^We  are  now  shut 
out  from  the  world.     The  season  of  navigation  has  closed,  the  last 
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vessel  has  departed.  Philosophers  may  write,  and  poets  may  sing 
of  the  charms  of  solitude,  but  when  the  experiment  comes  to  be 
tried,  on  a  practical  scale,  such  as  we  are  now,  one  and  all,  about 
to  realize,  theories  and  fancies  sink  wonderfully  in  the  scale.  For 
some  weeks  past,  everything  with  the  power  of  motion  or  locomo- 
tion has  been  exerting  itself  to  quit  the  place  and  the  region,  and 
hie  to  more  kindly  latitudes  for  the  winter.  Nature  has  also  become 
iipperceptibly  sour  tempered,  and  shows  her  teeth  in  ice  and  snows. 
Man-kind  and  birdrkind  have  concurred  in  the  effort  to  go.  We 
have  witnessed  the  long-drawn  flight  of  swans,  brant,  and  cranes^ 
towards  the  south.  Singing  birds  have  long  since  gone.  Ducks, 
all  bat  a  very  few,  have  also  silently  disappeared,  and  have  pro- 
bably gone  to  pick  up  spicy  roots  in  the  Susquehannah  or  Alta- 
maha. 

Prescient  in  the  changes  of  the  season,  they  have  been  the  first 
to  go.  Men,  who  can  endure  greater  changes  and  vicissitudes 
than  all  the  animal  creation  put  together,  have  lingered  longer; 
but  at  last  one  after  another  has  left  Pa-wa-teeg,  till  all  who  can 
go  have  gone.  Col.  Brady  did  not  leave  his  command  till  after 
the  snow  fell,  and  he  saw  them  tolerably  '^cantoned."  The  last 
vessel  for  the  season  has  departed — the  last  mail  has  been  sent. 
Our  population  has  been  thinned  off  by  the  departure  of  every  tem- 
porary dweller,  and  lingering  trader,  and  belated  visitor,  till  no 
one  is  left  but  the  doomed  and  fated  number  whose  duty  is  here, 
who  came  here  to  abide  the  winter  in  all  its  regions,  and  who  can- 
not, on  any  fair  principle  or  excuse,  get  away.  They,  and  they 
alone,  are  left  to  winter  here.  Of  this  number  I  am  a  resigned 
and  willing  unit,  and  I  have  endeavored  to  prepare  for  the  intel- 
lectual exigencies  of  it,  by  a  systematic  study  and  analysis  of  the 
Indian  language,  customs,  and  history,  and  character.  My  teachers 
and  appliances  are  the  best.  I  have  furnished  myself  with  vocabu- 
laries and  hand-books,  collected  and  written  down,  during  the  sea- 
son. I  have  the  post  library  in  my  room,  in  addition  to  my  own, 
with  a  free  access  to  that  of  ''  mine  host''  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  Mr. 
Johnston,  to  while  away  the  time.  My  huge  Montreal  stove  will 
take  long  billets  of  wood,  which,  to  use  the  phraseology  of  Bums, 
^'  would  mend  a  mill."  The  society  of  the  officers  and  their  fami- 
lies of  the  garrison  is  at  hand.  The  amusements  of  a  winter,  in 
this  latitude,  are  said  to  be  rather  novel,  with  their  dog  (rains 
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and  Creole  sle^ighs.  There  are  some  noble  fellows  of  the  old 
^^  North  West ''  order  in  the  vicinity.  There  are  thus  the  elements^ 
at  least,'  of  study,  society,  and  amusement.  Whatever  else  betide, 
I  have  good  health,  and  good  spirits,  and  bright  hopes,  and  I  feel 
very  much  in  the  humor  of  enjoying  the  wildest  kind  of  ten^ests 
which  Proyidence  may  send  to  howl  around  my  dwelling. 

We  have,  as  the  means  of  exchanging  sentiment,  one  English 
family  of  refineme^t  and  .education,  on  the  American  side  of  the 
river,  and  two  others,  an  English  family  and  the  Hudson  Bay 
House  in  charge  of  a  Scotch  gentleman,  on  the  Canada,  shore. 
We  have  the  officers  attached  to  a  battalion  of  infantry,  most  of 
them  married  and  Laving  their  ladies  and  families  with  them,  and 
about  a  dozen  American  citizens  besides,  engaged  in  traffic  and 
other  affairs.  These,  with  the  resident  metif  population  of  above 
800  souls,  and  the  acyacent  Indian  tribes,. constitute  the  world — 
the  little  isolated  world— in  which  we  must  move  for  six.  months  to 
come.  About  fifty  miles  off,  S.  E.,  is  the  British  post  of  Drum- 
mond  Island,  and>bout  forty  west  of  the  latter^  the  ancient  posi- 
'tion  and  island  settlement  of  Michilinlackinack^  that  bugbear  to 
children  in  all  our  earlier  editions  of  Webster's -Spelling  Book. 

All  the  rest  of  the  United  States  is  a  far-off  land  to  us.  For 
one,  I  draw  around  my  fire,  get  my  table  and  chair  properly  locat- 
ed, and  resort  to  my  books,  and  my  Indian  iornef-kun-'ihtau^aid 
let  the  storm  whistle  as  it  may. 

25th.  Zimmerman  may  write  as  much  as  he  pleases  about  soli- 
tude.    It  is  all  very  well  in  one's  study,  by  his  stove,  if  it  is  winter, 
with  a  good  feather  bed,  and  all  comforts  at  hand;  but  he  who 
would  test  his  theories  should  come  here.    It  is  a  capital  place,  in 
.  the  dead  of  winter,  for  stripping  poetic  theories  of  their  cotering. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

AmuBements  during  the  winter  months,  when  the  temperature  is  at  the  lowest 
point — ^Etjmology  of  the  word  Chippewa — A  meteor — The  Indian  "  fire- 
proof— Temperature  and  weather — Chippewa  interohangeables — Indian 
names  for  the  seasons — An  incident  in  conjugating  verbs — ^Visiting — Gos- 
sip— The  fur  trade — Todd,  MoGillvraj,  Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie— Wide 
dissimilarity  of  the  English  and  O^ibwa  syntax — Cloee  of  the  year. 

1822.  December  XbL  We  have  now  plunged  into  the  depths  of 
a  boreal  winter.  The  blustering  of  tempests,  the  whistling  of 
winds,  and  the  careering  of  snow  drifts  form  the  daily  topics 
of  remark.  We  must  make  shift  to  be  happy,  with  the  most  scanty 
means  of  amusement.  Books  and  studies  must  supply  the  most 
important  item  in  this — at  least,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned. 

It  is  observed  by  Dr.  Johnson  ^^  that  nothing  can  supply  the 
want  of  prudence,  and  that  negligence  and  irregularity,  long  con* 
tinued,  will  render  knowledge  useless,  wit  ridiculous,  and  genius 
contemptible."  This  sententious  apothegm  is  thrown  out  in  con- 
templating the  life  of  Savage,  one  of  the  English  poets  who  united 
some  of  the  highest  requisites  of  genius  with  the  lowest  personal 
habits.  But  how  much  instruction  does  it  convey  to  all !  It  does 
not  fall  to  the  lot  of  all  to  have  wit  or  genius,  or  to  be  eminent  in 
knowledge.  None,  however,  who  are  not  absolute  idiots  are  with- 
out some  share  of  the  one  or  the  other.  And  in  proportion  as  these 
gifts  are  possessed,  how  fruitless,  and  comparatively  useless  do  th^y 
become,  if  not  governed  by  prudence,  assiduity,  and  regularity ! 

Zd.  The  Indian  tribes  in  this  vicinity  call  themselves  Ojibw^. 
This  expression  is  in  the  plural  number.  It  is  rendered  singular 
bj  taking  oflf  the  g.  The  letter  a,  in  this  word,  is  pronounced  like 
a  in  hate,  or  ey  in  obey.  Chippewa — often  written  with  a  useless 
terminal  y — is  the  Anglicized  pronunciation.  The  meaning  of  this 
seems  obscure.  The  final  syllable  w&y  in  compound  words,  standjs 
for  voice.  In  the  ancient  Massachusetts  language,  as  preserved 
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by  Eliot,  in  his  translation  of  the  Bible,  as  in  Isaiah  xi.  14,  Chcp- 
woicu  means  the  east. 

What  a  curious  subject  for  speculation  the  Indian  language 
presents  !  Since  I  began  to  dip  into  this  topic,  I  have  found  my- 
self irresistibly  carried  forward  in  the  inquiry,  and  been  led  to 
resume  it,  whenever  the  calls  of  business  or  society  have  been  in- 
termitted. I  have  generally  felt,  however,  while  pursuing  it,  like 
a  mechanist  who  is  required  to  execute  a  delicate  and  dilBcult  work 
without  suitable  implements.  Technical  words  may  be  considered 
as  the  working  tools  of  inquiry,  and  there  seems  to  bo  a  paucity 
of  terms,  in  our  common  systems,  to  describe  such  a  many-sylla- 
bled, aggregated  language  as  the  Indian.  I  have  been  sometimes 
half  inclined  to  put  my  manuscripts  in  the  fire,  and  to  exclaim  with 
Drydcn,  respecting  some  metaphysical  subject — 

'  **  I  cannot  bolt  this  matter  to  the  bran." 

It  is  not,  however,  the  habitual  temper  of  my  mind  to  give  up. 
*^The  spider,"  it  is  said^  ^'taketh  hold  \fith  her  hands,  and  is  in 
king*3  palaces;"  and  should  a  man  have  less  perseverance  tha;^  a 
spider?  '         ' 

4th.  A  meteor,  or  fire-ball,  passiied  through  the  village  at  twilight 
this  evening.  The  weather,  whicK  has  been  intensely  cold  for  the 
last  three  days,  indicates  a  change  this  evening.  Meteoric  phe- 
nomena of  a  luminous  character  were  universally  referred  to  elec- 
tricity, after  Franklin's  day.  Chemistry  has  since  put  forth  reasons 
why  several  of  these  phenomena  should  be  attributed  to  phosphorus 
or  hydrogen  liberated  by  decomposition. 

6th.  7he  Chippewa  jngglers,  or  Jassakeeds,  as  they  are  called, 
have  an  art  of  rendering  their  flesh  insensible,  probably  for  a  short 
time,  to  the  effects  of  a  blaze  of  fire.  Bobcrt  Dickson  told  me 
that  he  had  seen  several  of  them  strip  themselves  of  their  garments, 
and  jiimp  into  a  bonfire.  Voltaire  S£^s,  in  his  Essay  on  History, 
that  rubbing  the  hapd  for  a  long  time  with  spirit  of  vitriol  and 
alum,  with  the  juice  of  an  onion,  is  stated  to  render  it  capable  of 
enduring  hot  water  without  injury. 

7th.  Acting  as  librarian  for  the  garrison  during  the  season,  I 
am  privileged  to  fill  up  many  of  the  leisure  hours  of  my  mornings 
and  evenings  by  reading.  The  difficulty  appears  to  be,  to  read 
with  such  reference  to  system  as  to  render  it  profitable.     History, 


PERSONAL  MEMOIRS.  131 

novels,  voyages  and  travels,  and  various  specific  treatises  of  fancj 
or  fact,  invite  perusal,  and  like  a  common  acquaintance,  it  requires 
some  moral  effort  to  negative  their  claims.  '^Judgment,"  says  a 
celebrated  critic,  ''is  forced  upon  us  by  experience.  He  that  reads 
many  books  must  compare  one  opinioti,  or  one  style  with  another, 
and  when  he  compares  must  necessarily  distinguish,  reject,  prefer." 
Suiiday  8</i.  Quintilian  says,  ''  We  palliate  our  sloth  by  the 
specious  pretext  of  difficulty/'  Nothing,  in  fact,  is  too  difficult  to 
accomplish,  which  we  set  about,  with  a  proper  consideration  of 
those  difficulties,  and  pursue  with  perseverance.  The  Indian  lan- 
guage cannot  be  acquired  so  easily  as  the  Greek  or  Hebrew,  but 
it  can  be  mastered  by  perseverance.  Our  Indian  policy  cannot  be 
understood  without  looking  at  the  Indian  history.  The  taking 
of  Fort  Niagara  was  the  first  decisive  blow  at  French  power.  Less 
than  three  months  afterwards,  that  is,  on  the  18th  of  October  of 
that  year,  General  Wolf  took  Quebec.  Goldsmith  wrote  some 
stanzas  on  this  event,  eulogizing  the  heroism  of  the  exploit. 
England's  consolation  for  the  loss  of  Wolf  is  found  in  his  heroic 
example,  which  the  poet  refers  to  in  his  closing  line, 

"  Since  from  thy  tomb  a  thousand  heroes  rise.'' 

1  \th.  Names  are  the  pegs  of  history.  Velasco,  it  is  said,  on  visiting 
the  gulf  which  receives  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  findingthe  country  cold 
and  inhospitable,  cried  out  aca  nada — "there  is  nothing  hero."  This 
is  said  to  be  the  origin  of  the  word  Canada.  Nothing  could  be  more 
improbable :  Did  the  Indians  of  Canada  hear  him,  and,  if  so,  did 
they  understand  or  respect  the  language  of  a  foreigner  hovering  on 
their  coast?  We  must  look  to  the  Iroquois  for  the  origin  of  this 
word.  Jacques  Cartier,  in  1534,  evidently  mistook  the  Indian  word 
Canada,  signifying  a  town,  for  the  whole  country.  The  Indians 
have  no  geographical  terms  for  districts.  They  name  a  hill,  a 
river,  or  a  fall,  but  do  not  deal  in  generics.  Some  a  priori  reason- 
ing seems  constrained,  where  the  facts  arc  granted,  as  this :  All 
animals  at  Nova  Zembla,  it  is  said,  are  carnivorous,  because  there  is 
no  grass. 

12th.  Snow  covers  everything.  We  arc  shut  out  from  the  civi- 
lized world,  and  thrown  entirely  on  our  own  resources.     I  doubt, 
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if  we  were  in  Siberia,  or  Kamschatka,  if  we  could  be  so  comfiletely 
isolated. 

13^A.  Ellis,  in  one  of  bis  northern  voyages,  asserts  tfjie  opinion 
that  the  northern  lights  kindle  and  disperse  the  vapors*  requisite 
to  the  formation  of  lightning.  Hence  there  is  no  thunder  in  high 
northern  latitudes;  We  admit  the  fieLct,  but  doubt  the  reasoning. 
Vapor  is  but  water  in  a  gaseotis  state.  It  is  a  fine  medium  for 
the  exhibition  of  electricity,  and  we  cannot  say  that  electricity 
exists  Iff ithotLt  it. 

14tA.  When  Lucas  Fox  sailed  to  discover  the  north-west  passage 
to  India,  in  1681,  he  carried  a  letter  from  Charles  the  First  to  the 
Emperor  of  Japan.  Such  was  public  information^  in  Europe, 
twenty-two  years  after  the  discovery  of  the  River  Hudson,  and  the 
settlement  of  New  England,  eleven  years  later. 

X5th.  The  state  of  the  weather,  during  this  month,  has  exhibited 
some  striking  changes.  The  firs|  three  or  four  days  were  quite 
severe.  On  the  'fifth  it  became  mild,  and  continued  so  for  eight 
or  nine  days.  During  this  time,  nearly  all  the  snow  which  had 
previously  fallen  was  carried  oflf  by  rainsj  or  the  heat  of  the  sun. 
The  weather  was  so  mild  that  I  sat  in  my  office,  on  the  13th, 
without  fire,  for  about  two  hours.  Two  evenings  previous,  the 
snow  fell  from  the  roofs  of  buildings  at  nine  o'clock,  and  it  con- 
tinued thawing  through  the  night.  To  day,  the  wind  has  veered 
round  to  a  northerly  point,  and  the  weather  has  resumed  its  wintry 
temperature. 

22d.  The  River  St.  Mary's  froze  over  during  the  night  of  this 
day.  The  stream  had  been  closed  below,  for  about  a  week  pre- 
vious. 

2ith.  The  Tartars  cannot  jpronounce  the  letter  (.  Those  of 
Bulgaria  pronounce  the  word  blacks  as  if  written  Iliacs.  The 
Chippewas  in  this  quarter  usually  transpose  the  (  and  p  in  English 
words.  They  substitute  n  for  Z,  pronouncing  Louis  as  if  written 
Kouis.  The  letter  r  is  dropped,  or  sounded  au,  P  is  often  sub- 
stituted for/,  h  for  r,  and  ch  for  j.  In  words  of  their  own  lan- 
guage, the  letters  /,  Z,  r,  v,  and  a:,  do  not  occur.  The  following 
are  their  names  for  the  seasons. 

Pe-boan,  Winter. 

Se-gwun,  Spring. 
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Ne-bin,  Summer. 

Ta-gwa-ge,  Autumn. 

Years  arc  counted  by  winters,  months  by  moons,  and  days  by 
nights.  There  are  terms  for  morning,  mid-day,  and  evening. 
The  year  consists  of  thirteen  moons,  each  moon  being  designated 
by  a  descriptive  name,  as  the  moon  of  flowers  (May),  the  moon  of 
strawberries  (June),  the  moon  of  berries  (July),  &c.  Canoe  and 
tomahawk  are  not  terms  belonging  to  the  Chippewa  language. 
From  inquiries  I  think  the  former  is  of  Carib  origin,  and  the  latter 
Mohcgan.  The  Chippewa  equivalents  are  in  the  order  stated, 
Cheman  and  Ag&kwut. 

2tif  A.  In  going  out  to  dinner  at  3  o'clock,  a  sheet  of  paper  con- 
taining conjugations  of  verbs,  which  had  cost  me  much  time  and 
questioning,  had  fallen  from  my  table.  On  returning  in  the  even- 
ing, I  found  my  dog,  Ponty,  a  young  pet,  had  torn  my  care-bought 
conjugations  into  small  pieces.  What  was  to  be  done  ?  It  was 
useless  to  whip  the  dog,  and  I  scarcely  had  the  courage  to  com- 
mence the  labor  anew.  I  consequently  did  neither ;  but  gathering 
up  the  fragments,  carefully  soaked  the  gnawed  and  mutilated  parts 
in  warm  water,  and  re-arranged  and  sealed  them  together.  And 
before  bedtime  I  had  restored  the  manuscript  so  as  to  be  intelli- 
gibly read.  I  imposed  this  task  upon  myself,  but,  had  it  been 
imposed  by  another,  I  would  have  been  ready  to  pronounce  him  a 
madman. 

21th*  I  devoted  the  day  and  evening  in  transcribing  words  into 
my  "  Ojibwa  Vocabulary. '  *  This  is  a  labor  requiring  great  caution. 
The  language  is  so  concrete,  that  often,  when  I  have  supposed  a 
word  had  been  dissected  and  traced  to  its  root,  subsequent  atten- 
tion has  proved  it  to  be  a  compound.  Thus  verbs  have  been  in- 
serted with  pronouns,  or  with  particles,  indicating  negation,  or  the 
past  or  future  tense,  when  it  has  been  supposed  they  had  been 
divested  of  these  appendages.  I  am  now  going  over  the  work  the 
third  time.  The  simplest  forms  of  the  verb  seem  to  be  the  first 
and  third  persons  singular  of  the  imperative  mood. 

Ennui,  in  situations  like  the  present,  being  isolated  and  shut  up 
as  it  were  from  the  world,  requires  to  be  guarded  against.  The 
surest  preventive  of  it  is  employment,  and  diversity  in  employment. 
It  has  been  determined  to-day  to  get  up  a  periodical  sheet,  or  jeu 
d' esprit  newspaper,  to  be  circulated  from  family  to  family,  com- 
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mehcing  on  the  first  of  January.  Mrs.  Thompson  asked  me  for 
a  nam^.  I  suggested  the  "Northern  Light."  It  was  finally  de- 
termined to  put  this  into  Latin,  and  call  it  Aurora  Borealis. 

2&tk,  Visits  make  up  a  part  Of  .the  winter's  amusements.  We 
owe- this  duty  to  society;  but,  like  other,  duties,  which  are  largely 
connected  with  enjoyment,  there  is  a  constant  danger  that  more 
time  be  given  up  to  it  than  is  profitable.  Conversation  is  the  true 
indeic  of  feeling.  We  read  wise  and  grave  books^  but  are  not  a 
whit  better  by  them,  thah  as  they  introduce  and  fix  in  our  minds 
such  principles 'as  shall  shine  out  in  conversation  or  acts.  Now 
were  an  ordinary  social  winter  evening  party  tested  by  such  prin- 
ciples, what  would  a  candid  spectator  judge  to  have  been  the  prin- 
cipal topics  of  reading  or  study?  I  remember  once,  in  my  earlier 
yearsj  to  have  passed  an  evening  in  a  room  where  a  number  of  my 
intimate  friends  were  engaged  in  playing  at  cards.  As  I  did  not 
play,  I  took  my  seat  at  an  office-table,  and  hastily  sketched  the 
conversation  which  I  afterwards  read  for  their  amusement.  But 
the  whole  was  in  reality  a' bitter  satire  on  their  language  and  sen- 
timents, although  it  was  not  so  designed  by  me,  nor  received  by 
them.  I  several  years  afterwards  saw  the  sketch  of  this  conver- 
sation among  my  papers,  and  was  forcibly  struck  with  this  reflec- 
tion. ^ 

Let  me  revert  to  some  of  the  topics  of  conversation  introduced 
in  the  circles  where  I  have  visited  this  day,  or  in  my  own  room. 
^t  is  Goldsmith^  I  think,  who  says  that  our  thoughts  take  their 
tinge  from  contiguous  objects.  A  man  standing  near  a  volcano 
would  naturally  Speak  of  burning  mountains.  A  person  traversing 
a  field  of  snow  would  feel  his  thoughts  occupied  with  polar  scenes. 
Thus  are  we  here  thrown  together.  Ice,  snow,  winds,  a  high  range 
of  the  thermometer,  or  a  driving  tempest,  are  the  almost  ever  pre- 
sent topics  of  remark:  and  these  came  in  for  a  due  share  of  the 
conversation  to-day.  The  probability  of  the  ice  in  the  river's 
breaking  up  the  latter  part  of  Aprils  and  the  arrival  of  a  vessel  at 
the  post  early  in  May  ! — the  dissolution  .of  the  seventeenth  Con- 
gress, which  must  take  place  on  the  4th  of  March,  the  character 
and  administration  of  Governor  Clinton  (which  tfere  eulogiaed), 
were  adverted  to. 

In  the  evening  I  went,  by  invitation,  to  Mr.  Siveright's  at  the 
North  West  House.     The  party  was  numerous,  embracing  most 
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of  the  officers  of  the  American  garrison,  John  Johnston,  Esq.,  Mr. 
C.  O.  Ermatinger,  a  resident  who  has  accumulated  a  considerable 
property  in  trade,  and  others.  Conversation  turned,  as  might  have  . 
been  expected,  upon  the  topic  of  the  Fur  Trade,  and  the  enter* 
prising  men  ivho  established,  or  led  to  the  establishment  of,  the 
Iforth  West  Company.  Todd,  Mackenzie,  and  M'Gillvray  were 
respectively  described.  Todd  was  a  merchant  of  Montreal,  an 
Irishman  by  birth,  who  possessed  enterprise,  courage,  address, 
and  general  information.  He  paved  the  way  for  the  .establishment 
of  the  Company,  and  was  one  of  the  fir^t  partners,  but  died  un- 
timely. He  possessed  great  powers  of  memory.  His  cousin,  Doa 
Andrew  Todd,  had  the  monopoly  of  the  fur  trade  of  Louisiana. 

M'Gillvray  possessed  equal  capacity  for  the  trade  with  Todd, 
united  to  engaging,  gentlemanly  manners.  He  introduced  that 
feature  in  the  Company  which  makes  every  clerk,  at  a.  certain 
time,  a  partner.  This  first  enabled  them  successfully  to  combat  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company.  His  passions,  however,  carried  him  too 
far,  and  he  was  sometimes  unjust. 

Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie  was  at  variance  with  M^Gillvray,  atid 
they  never  spoke  in  each  other's  praise.  Mackenzie  commanded 
great  respect  from  all  classes,  and  possessed  a  dignity  of  manners 
and  firmness  of  purpose  which  fitted  him  for  great  undertakings. 
He  established  the  X.  Y.  Company,  in  opposition  to  the  North 
West. 

29th,  The  days  are  still  very  short,  the  sun  having  but  just 
passed  the  winter  solstice.  We  do  not  dine  till  four ;  Mr.  Johnston, 
with  whom  I  take  my  meals,  observing  this  custom,  and  it  is  dark 
within  the  coming  hour.  I  remained  to  family  worship  in  the 
evening. 

SOth.  Read  the  articles  in  the  "  Edinburgh  Review*'  qn  Accum's 
work  on  the  adulteration  of  food,  and  Curran's  Life  by  his  Son. 
Accum,  it  is  said,  came  to  England  as  an  adventurer.  By  assidu- 
ity and  attention,  he  became  eminent  as  an  operative  chemist,  and 
accumulated  a  fortune.  Curran  was  also  of  undistinguished  pa- 
rentage. His  mother,  in  youth,  seems  to  have  judged  rightly  of 
his  future  talents. 

Mr.  Johnston  returned  me  "Walsh's  Appeal,"  which  ho  had 
read  at  my  request,  and  expressed  himself  gratified  at  the  ability 
with  which  the  subject  is  handled.     Captain  Clarke,  an  industrious 
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reader  on  local  and  general  subjects,  had  come  in  a  short  time  be- 
fore. Conversation  became  general  and  animated.  European 
politics,  Greece,  Turkey,  and  Russia,  the  state  of  Ireland,  radical- 
ism in  England,  the  unhappy  variance  between  the  king  and  queen, 
Charles  Fox,  &c.,  were  successively  the  subjects  of  remark.  We 
adjourned  to  Mr.  Johnston's. 

In  the  evening  I  went  into  my  office  and  wrote  to  Mr.  Calhoun, 
the  Secretary  of  War,  recommending  Captain  H.'s  son  William, 
for  the  appointment  of  a  cadet  in  the  Military  Academy.'*' 

3l8^  Devoted  the  day  to  the  Indian  language.  It  scarcely 
seems  possible  that  any  two  languages  should  be  more  unlike^  or 
have  fewer  points  of  resemblance,  than  the  Eiglish  and  Ojibwa. 
If  an  individual  from  one  of  the  nomadic  tribes  of  farther  Asia 
were  suddenly  set  down  in  London,  he  could  hardly  bemore  struck 
with  the  4iff<ci'6i^ce  in  buildings,  dress,  manners,  and  customs,  than 
with  the  utter  discrepance  in  the  sounds  of  words,  and  the  gramma- 
tical structure  of  sentences.  .  The  Ojibwa  has  this  advantage,  con- 
sidered as  the  material  of  future  improvement ;  it  is  entirely  homo- 
geneous, and  admits  of  philosophical  principles  being  carried  out, 
with  very  few,  if  any,  of  those  exceptions  which  so  disfigure  En- 
glish grammar,  and  present  such  appalling  obstacles  to  foreigners 
in  learning  the  language. 

On  going  to  dine  at  the  usual  hour,  I  found  company  invited, 
among  whom  were  some  gentlemen  from  Upper  Canada.  Con- 
versation rolled  on  smoothly,  and  embraced  a  wide  range  of  topics. 
Some  of  the  dark  doings  of  the  North  West  Company,  in  their  strug- 
gle for  exclusive  power  in  the  Indian  country,  were  mentioned. 
Nobody  appeared  to  utter  a  word  in  malice  or  ill  will.  Dark  and 
bright  traits  of  individual  character  and  conduct  floated  along  the 
stream  of  conversation,  without  being  ruffled  with  a  breeze.  In 
the  evening  I  attended  a  party  at  the  quarters  of  one.  of  the  of- 
ficers in  the  fort.  Dancing  was  introduced.  The  evening  passed 
off  agreeably  till  the  hour  of  separation,  which  was  a  few  minutes 
before  twelve.  And  thus  closed  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-two. 

*  The  appointment  was  made. 


PBRSONAL  USMOIBS.  187 


CHAPTER  XV. 

New  Year's  day  among  the  descendantB  of  the  Norman  French — Anti-philo- 
Bophic  speculations  of  Brjdone — Schlogcl  on  language — A  peculiar  na- 
tive expression  evincing  delicacy — Graywacke  in  the  banin  of  Lake  Su- 
perior— ^Temperature — Snow  shoes — Translation  of  Gen.  i.  «3 — Historical 
reminiscences— Morals  of  visiting — Ojibwa  numerals — Harmon's  travels — 
Mackenzie's  vocabularies — Criticism — Mungo  Park. 

January  Ist,  This  is  a  day  of  hilarity  here,  as  in  New  York. 
Gayety  and  good  humor  appear  on  every  countenance.  Visiting 
from  house  to  house  is  the  order.  The  humblest  individual  is 
expected  to  make  his  appearance  in  the  routine,  and  '^has  his 
clums  allowed."  The  French  custom  of  salutation  prevails.  The 
Indians  are  not  the  last  to  remember  the  day.  To  them,  it  is  a 
season  of  privileges,  although,  alas !  it  is  only  the  privilege  to  beg. 
Standing  in  an  oflScial  relation  to  them,  I  was  occupied  in  receiving 
ilieir  visits  from  eight  o'clock  till  three.  I  read,  liowovor,  ut  inter- 
nals. Dr.  Johnson^s  Lives  of  llochester,  Roscommon,  Otway, 
Pliillips,  and  Walsh. 

id.  Brydone,  the  traveler,  says,  on  the  authority  of  Rccu- 
pero,  a  priest,  that  in  sinking  a  pit  near  laci  in  the  region  of  Mount 
Etna,  they  pierced  through  seven  distinct  formations  of  lava,  with 
parallel  beds  of  earth  interposed  between  each  stratum.  Ho  esti- 
ffiatc'8  tliat  two  thousand  years  were  required  to  decompose  the 
lava  and  form  it  into  soil,  and  consc<iucntly  that  fourteen  thousand 
years  vcre  needed  for  the  whole  series  of  formations.  A  little 
further  on,  he  however  furnishes  data,  showing  to  every  candid 
nind  on  what  very  vague  estimates  he  had  before  relied.  He 
says  the  fertile  district  of  Hybla  was  suddenly  turned  to  barren- 
liess  by  an  eruption  of  lava,  and  soon  after  restored  to  fertility  by 
a  shower  of  ashes.  The  change  which  he  had  required  two  thou- 
sand years  to  produce  was  here  accomplished  suddenly,  and  the 
whole  argument  by  which  ho  had  arrayed   himself  against    the 
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Mosaical  ctronology  overturned.      Of  such  materials  is  a  good 
deal  of  modern  pseudo-philosophy  constructed. 

I  received,  this  morning,  a  number  of  mineralogical  specimens 
from  Mr.  Johnston,  which  h?id  been  collected  by  him  at  various 
times  in  the  vicinity.  Among  them  were  specimens  of  copper 
pyrites  in  quartz,  sulphate  of  strontian,  foliated  gypsum,,  and  nu- 
merous calcareous  petrifactions.  He  also  presented  me  a  fine 
antler  of  the  Caribo,  or  American  reindeer,  a  species  which  is 
found  to  inhabit  this  region.  This  animal  is  called  Addik  by  the 
Ojibwas.  71  is  a  termination  in  the  Ojibwa  denoting  some  hard 
substance. 

3cZ.  Forster,  in  his  "  History  of  Northern  Voyages/*  mentions 
some  facts  which  appear  to  be  adverse  to  Mr.  Hayden'stheoryof  a 
north-western  current.  The  height  of  islands  observed  by  Fox,  in 
the  arctic  regions,  was  found  to  be  greatest  on  their  eastern  sides, 
and  they  were  depressed  towards  the  west.  "  This  observation," 
he  says,  "  seems  to  me  to  prove  that,  when  the  sea  burst  impctu* 
ously  into  Hudson's  Bay,  and  tore  away  these  islands  from  the 
main  land,  it  must  have  come  rushing  from  the  east  and  south-^Bast, 
and  have  washed  away  the  earth  towards  the  wcst-r*a  circumstance 
which  has  occasioned  their  present  low  position-'' 

4th.  I  read  the  review  of  Schlegel's  ^^  Treatise  on  the  Sanscrit 
Language."  How  far  the  languages  of  America  may  fttmish  coin- 
cidences in  their  grammatical  forms,  is  a  deeply  interesting  inquiry. 
But  thus  insulated,  as  I  am,  without  books,  the  labor  of  compar- 
ison is,  indeed,  almost  hopeless !  I  must  content  mysolf,  for  the 
present,  with  furnishing  examples  for  others. 

The  Indians  still  continue  their  New  Year's  visits.  Fresh  par- 
ties or  families,  who  come  in  from  the  woods,  and  were  not  able 
to  come  on  the  day,  consider  themselves  privileged  to  present 
their  claims.  It  should  not  be  an  object  of  disappointment  to  find 
that  the  Indians  do  not,  in  their  ordinary  intercourse,  evince  those 
striking  traits  of  exalted  and  disinterested  character  which  we 
are  naturally  accustomed  to  expect  from  reading  books.  Books 
arCj  after  all,  but  men's  holiday  opinions.  It  requires  observation 
on  real  life  to  be  able  to  set  a  true  estimate  upon  things.  The 
instances  in  which  an  Indian  is  enabled  to  give  proofs  of  a  noble 
or  heroic  spirit  cannot  be  expected  to  occur  frequently.  In  all 
the  history  of  the  sea-board  tribes  there  was  but  one  Pocahontas, 
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one  Uncas,  and  one  Philip.  Whereas,  everyday  is  calling  for  the 
exercise  of  less  ^Jendid,  but  more  generally  usefal  virtues.  To 
spare  the  life  of  a  prisoner,  or  to  relieve  a  friend  from  imminent 
peril,  may  give  applause,  and  carry  a  name  down  to  posterity. 
But  it  is  the  constant  practice  of  every  day  virtues  and  duties, 
domestic  diligence,  and  common  sense,  that  renders  life  comforta- 
ble, and  society  prosperous  and  happy.  How  much  of  this  every-day 
stamina  the  Indians  possess,  it  would  be  presumptuous  in  me,  with 
so  short  an  opportunity  of  observation,  to  decide.  But  I  am  in* 
clined  to  the  opinion  that  their  defect  of  character  lies  here. 

Our  express  for  Detroit,  via  Michilimackinack,  set  out  at  three 
o'clock  this  morning,  carryiifg  some  few  short  of  a  hundred  letters. 
This,  with  our  actual  numbers,  is  the  best  commentary  on  our  in- 
sulated situation.  We  divert  ourselves  by  writing,  and  cling  with 
a  death-grasp,  as  it  were,  to  our  friends  and  correspondents. 

5th.  CHtche  ie  nay  gow  ge  ait  cite  gahy  "  they  have  put  the 
sand  over  him"  is  a  common  expression  among  the  Indians  to  indi- 
cate that  a  man  is  dead  and  buried.  Another  mode,  delicate  and 
refined  in  its  character,  is  to  suffix  the  inflection  for  perfect  past 
tense,  &un,  to  a  man's  name.  Thus  Washington  e  bun  would  indicate 
that  Washington  is  no  more. 

I  read  the  Life  of  Pope.  It  is  strange  that  so  great  a  poet 
should  have  been  so  great  a  lover  of  wealth ;  mammon  and  the 
muse5  are  not  often  conjointly  worshiped.  Pope  did  not  excel 
in  familiar  oonversatioA,  and  few  sallies  of  wit,  or  pointed  obser- 
vation, are  preserved.  The  following  is  recorded:  "When  an 
objection  raised  against  his  inscription  for  Shakspeare  was  de- 
fended by  the  authority  of  Patrick,  ho  replied, '  horresco  refcrens,' 
that  he  would  allow  the  publisher  of  a  dictionary"  to  know  the 
meaning  of  a  single  word,  but  not  of  two  words  put  together." 

In  the  evening  I  read  a  number  of  the  "London  Literary 
Gazette,"  a  useful  and  interesting  paper,  which,  in  its  plan,  holds 
an  intermediate  rank  between  a  newspaper  and  a  review.  It  con^ 
tains  short  condensed  criticisms  on  new  works,  together  with 
original  brief  essays  and  anecdotes,  and  literary  advertisements, 
which  latter  must  render  it  a  valuable  paper  to  booksellers.  I 
think  we  have,  nothing  on  this  plan,  at  present,  in  the  United 
States. 

6tfi.  I  received  a  specimen  of  slaty  graywacke  from  Lake  Supe- 
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lior.  The  structure  is  tabular,  and  very  well  characterized.  If 
there  be  bo  mistake  respecting  the  locality,  it  is  therefore  certain 
that  this  rock  is  included  among  the  Lake  S.uperior  group. "*"  It 
was  not  noticed  in  the  expedition  of  1820.  I  ^Iso  received  a 
specimen  of  iron  sand  from  Point  aux  Pint. 

The  thermometer  has  stood  at  25°  below  zero  a  few  days 
during  the  season.  It  was  notice(l  at  10°  below,  this  morning. 
Notwithstanding  the  decidedly  wintry  character  of  the  day,  I  re- 
cejved  a  Visit  from  Mr.  Siveright,  a  Canadian  gentleman,  who  came 
across  the  expanse  of  ice  on  snow  shoes.  I  loaned  him  Silliman's 
"  Travels  in  England  and  Scotland,'*  feeling  anatural  desire  to  set 
off  our  countrymen,  as  authors  and  travelers,  to  the  best  advantskge. 
Mr.  S.,  who  has  spent  several  years  at  the,  north,  mentioned  that 
each  of  the  Indian  tribes  has  something  peculiar  in  the  fashion 
of  their  snow  shoes.  The  Chippewas  form  theirs  with  acute  points 
fore  and  aft,  resembling  two  inverted  sections  of  a  circle.  The 
Crees  make  a  square  point  in  frcmt,  tapering  away  gradually  to 
flbe  heel.  The  Chippewyans  turn  up  the  fore  point,  so  that  it  may 
offer  less  resistance  in  walking.  Females  have  their  snow  shoes 
constructed  different  from  the  men's.  The  difference  consists  in 
the  shape  and  size  of  the  bows.  The  netting  is  more,  nicely  wrought 
and  colored,  and  often  ornamented,  particularly  in  those  worn 
by  girls,  with  tassels  of  colored  worsted.  The  word  "shoe,"  as 
applied  to  this  apparatus  of  the  feet,  is  a  complete  miinomer.  It 
consists  of  a  net-work  of  laced  skin,  extended  between  light  wooden 
bows  tied  to  the  feet,  the  whole  object  of  which  is  to  augment  the 
space  pressed  upon,  and  thus  bear  up  the  individual  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  snow. 

I  devoted  the  leisure  hours  of  the  day  to  the  grammatical 
structure  of  the  Indian  language.  There  id  reason  to  suppose  the 
word  maneto  not  very  ancient.  It  is,  properly  speaking,  not  the 
name  for  God,  or  Jehovah,  but  rather  a  generic  term  for  spiritual 
agency  in  their  mythology.  The  word  seems  to  have  be,en  derived 
from  the  notion  of  the'  offerings  left  upon  rocks  and  sacred  places, 
being  supernaturally  taken  away.  In  any  comparative  views  of 
the  language,  pot  much  stress  should  be  laid  upon  the  word,  as 

'  ^  I  found  gra7wac1i;o  in  sM  at  Iron  River,  in  Lake  Superior,  in  1826, 
and  subsequenUj  at  Presque  Jsle  Hiver,  where  it  i^  slaty,  and  fine  even 
grained,  and  apparently  suitable  for  some  economical  uses. 
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marking  a  difference  from  other  stocks.    Jfanetony  in  the  Delaware^ 
is  the  verb  ''to  make."     Oehetan  is  the  same  verb  in  Chippewa. 

7th.  History  teaches  its  lessons  in  small,  as  well  as  great  things. 
Vessels  from  Albemarle,  in  Virginia,  in  1586,  first  carried  the 
potato  to  Ireland.  Thomas  Harriot  says  the  natives  called  it 
opeti-awk.  The  Chippewas,  at  this  place,  call  the  potato  apen^eg; 
but  the  termination  eeg  is  merely  a  form  of  the  plural.  Open 
(the  e  sonnded  like  short  t)  is  the  singular  form.  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son gives  the  word  '' Wha-poos"  as  the  name  of  the  Powhatanic 
tribes  for  hare.  The  Chippewa  term  for  this  animal  is  Wa-boSy 
usually  pronounced  by  white  men  Wa-poos. 

Longinus  remarks  the  sublimity  of  style  of  the  third  verse  of 
Genesis  i.  I  have,  with  competent  aid,  put  it  into  Chippewa^ 
and  give  the  re-translation : — 

Appee  dush  and  then 

Gezha  Monedo  Merciful  Spirit 

Akeedood  He  said 

Tah  Let 

Wassay-au,  Light  .be, 

Appee  dush  And  then 

Wassay-aug  Light  was. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  all  parts  of  the  language  would  ex- 
libit  equal  capacities  to  bear  out  the  original.  Yet  in  this  instance, 
if  the  translation  be  faithful,  it  is  clearly,  but  not,  to  our  apprehen- 
sion, elegantly  done.  I  am  apprehensive  that  the  language  generally 
las  a  strong  tendency  to  repetition  and  redundancy  of  forms,  and 
to  clutter  up,  as  it  were,  general  ideas  with  particular  meanings. 
At  three  o'clock  I  went  to  dine  with  Mr.  Siveright,  at  the 
XorthWest  Company's  House.  The  party  was  large,  including  the 
officers  from  the  garrison.  Conversation  took  a  political  turn. 
Colonel  Lawrence  defended  the  propriety  of  his  recent  toast, 
**Tlie  Senate  of  the  United  States,  the  guardians  of  a  free 
people,''  by  which  a  Boston  paper  said  "more  was  meant  than 
met  the  eye."  The  evening  was  passed  with  the  ordinary  sources 
of  amnsement.  I  have  for  some  time  felt  that  the  time  devoted  to 
these  amusements,  in  which  I  never  made  much  advance,  would  be 
letter  given  up  to  reading,  or  some  inquiry  from  which  I  might 
lope  to  derive  advantage.     An  incident  this  evening  impressed 
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me  with  this  truth,  and  I  came  home  with  a  resolution  that  one 
source  of  them  should  no  longer  engross  2^  moment  of  my  time. 

Harris,  the  author  of  Hermes,  says,  "  It  is  certainly  as  easy  to 
be  a  scholar  as  a  gamester,  or  any  other  character  equally  illiberal 
and  low.  The  same  application,  the  same  quantity  of  habit,  will 
fit  us  for  one  as  completely  as  for  the  other.  And  as  to  those 
who  tell  us,  with  an  air  of  seeming  wisdom,  that  it  is  men,  and 
not  books,  that  we  must  study  to  become  knowing ;  this  I  have 
always  remarked,  from  repeated  experience,  to  be  the  common 
consolation  and  language  of  dunces."  Now  although  I  hare  no 
purpose  of  aiming  at  extreme  heights  in  knowledge,  yet  there  are 
some  points  in  which  every  man  should  have  that  precision  of 
knowledge  which  is  a  concomitant  of  scholarship.  And  erery 
man,  by  diligence,  may  add  to  the  number  of  these  points,  without 
aiming  at  all  to  put  on  a  character  for  extraordinary  wisdom  or 
profundity. 

9th.  ITistoricdl  ReminkcenccB. — ^^On  the  third  of  April,  1764, 
Sir  William  Johnson  concluded  preliminary  articles  of  peace  and 
friendship  with  eight  deputies  of  the  Seneca  nation,  which  was  the 
only  one  of  the  Iroquois  who  joined  Pontiac  This  was  done  at 
his  residence  at  Johnson  Hall,  on  the  Mohawk. 

In  August,  1764,  Colonel  Bradstrect  granted  "Terms  of  Peace" 
to  certain  deputies  of  the  Delaware,  Huron,  and  Shawnee  tribes 
at  Prcsque  Isle,  being  then  on  his  way  to  relieve  Detroit,  which 
was  then  closely  invested  by  the  Indians.  These  deputies  gave 
in  their  adhesion  to  the  English  cause,  and  agreed  to  give  up  all 
the  English  prisoners. 

In  October  of  the  same  year,  Colonel  Bouquet  granted  similar 
terms  to  another  deputation  of  Shawnees,  Dclawares,  &c.,  at 
Tuscarawas. 

The  best  account  of  the  general  transactions  of  the  war  of  that 
era,  which  I  have  seen,  is  contained  in  a  "History  of  the  Late 
War  in  North  America,  and  Islands  of  the  West  Indies.  By 
Thomas  Mante,  Assistant  Engineer,  &c.,  and  Major  of  a  Brigade. 
London,  1772 :"  1  vol.  quarto,  552  pages.  I  am  indebted  to  Go- 
vernor Clinton  for  my  acquaintance  with  this  work. 

lOfA.  I  have  employed  the  last  three  days,  including  this,  very 
diligently  on  my  Indian  vocabulary  and  inquiries,  having  read  but 
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little.     Too  exclusiTC  a  devotion  to  this  object  is,  Uowever,.  an 

error.     I  have  almost  grudged  the  time  I  devoted  to  eating  and 

sleeping.    And  I  should  certainly  be  unwilling  that  my  visitors 

should  know  what  I  thought  of  the  interruptions  created  by  their 

visits.     It  is  true,  however,  thbt  I  have  gained  but  little  by  these 

visits  in  the  way  of  conversation.     One  of  my  visitors,  a  couple 

of  days  since,  made  me  waste  a  whole  morning  in  talking  of 

trifling  subjects.     Another,  who  is  a  gourmand,  is  only  interested 

in  subjects  connected  with  the   gratification  of  his  palate.     A 

third,  who  is  a  well-informed  man,  has  such  lounging  habits  that 

he  remained  two  hours  and  a  half  with  me  this  morning.     No 

wonder  that  men  in  office  must  be  guarded  by  the  paraphernalia 

of  ante-rooms  and  messengers,  if  a  poor  individual  at  this  cold 

end  of  the  world  feels  it  an  intrusion  on  his  short  winter  days  to 

have  lounging  visitors.     I  will  try  to  recollect,  when  I  go  to  see 

others^  that  although  /may  have  leisure,  perhaps  they  are  engaged 

in  something  of  consequence. 

\\th.  Hi9tory  abounds  in  examples  of  excellence, — Xcnophon  says 
of  Jason,  "All  who  have  served  under  Jason  have  learned  this 
lesson,  that  pleasure  is  the  effect  of  toil ;  though  as  to  sensual  plea- 
sures, I  know  no  person  in  the  world  more  temperate  than  Jason. 
They  never  break  in  upon  his  time ;  they  always  leave  him  leisure 
to  do  what  must  be  done.*' 

Of  Diphridas,  the  same  author  observes,  "  No  bodily  indulgence 
ever  gained  the  ascendant  over  him,  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  gave 
^  his  attention  to  the  business  in  hand."  What  admirable 
Diaxims  for  real  life,  whether  that  life  be  passed  in  courts  or  camps, 
w  a  humble  sphere  ! 

12f/t.  I  finished  reading  Thiebault's  "  Anecdotes  of  Frederick  the 
Great,"  which  I  had  commenced  in  December.  This  is  :i  pleasing 
M«l  instructive  work.  Every  person  should  read  it  who  wishes  to 
^derstand  the  history  of  Prussia,  particularly  the  most  interesting 
ifld  important  period  of  it.  We  here  find  Frederick  I.  and  II.,  and 
William  depicted  to  the  life.  We  are  made  acquainted  also  with 
national  traits  of  the  Russian,  English,  German,  and  French  cha- 
racter, which  are  nowhere  else  to  be  found. 

IkL  The  ancient  Thracians  are  thus  described  by  Herodotus : 
^*  The  most  honorable  life  with  them  is  a  life  of  indolence ;  the 
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most  contemptible  that  of  a  husbandman.  Their  supreme  delight 
is  war  and  plunder."  Who,  if  the  name  and  authority  were  con- 
cealed, but  would  suppose  the  remarks  were  made  of  some  of  the 
tribes  of  the  North  American  Indians  ? 

I  divided  the  day  between  reading  and  writing.  In  the  evening 
I  went  by  invitation  to  a  party  at  Lieutenant  B.'s  in  the  canton- 
ment. 

lith.  The  Chippewa  names  of  the  numerals,  from  one  io  ten, 
are — pazhik,  ncezh,  niswee,  newin,  nanun,  neen-goodwaswa,  neesh- 
waswa,  swaswa,  shonguswa,  metonna. 

Dined  at  Mr.  Ermatinger's,  a  gentleman  living  on  the  Canada 
shore,  who,  from  small  beginnings,  has  accumulated  a  considerable 
property  by  the  Indian  trade,  and  has  a  numerous  Anglo-Odjibwa 
family. 

15th.  Completed  the  perusal  of  Harmon's  Travels,  and  eictra'cted 
the  notes  contained  in  memorandum  book  N.  Mr.  Harmon  was 
nineteen  years  in  the  service  of  the  North  West  Company,  and 
became  a  partner  after  the  expiration  of  the  first  seven  years. 
The  volume  contains  interesting  data  respecting  the  topography, 
natural  history  (incidental),  and  Indian  tribes  of  a  remote  and 
extensive  region.  The  whole  scope  of  the  journal  is  devoted  to 
the  area  lying  north  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  It 
will  be  found  a  valuable  book  of  reference  to  those  who  are  par- 
ticularly directing  their  attention  to  northern  scenes.  The  journal 
was  revised  and  published  by  a  Mr.  Haskell,  who,  it  is  said  A^re, 
by  persons  acquainted  with  Mr.  Harmon,  has  introduced  into  the 
text  religious  reflections,  not  believed  to  have  been  made  by  the 
author  at  the  time.  No  exceptions  can  be  taken  to  the  reflections; 
but  his  companions  and  co-partners  feel  that  they  should  have  led 
the  individual  to  exemplify  them  in  his  life  and  conversation  while 
inland. 

Mr,  Harmon  says,  of  the  Canadians — "  All  their  chat  is  about 
horses,  dogs,  canoes,  women,  and  strong  men,  who  can  fight  a  good 
battle.*'  Traders  and  Indians  are  placod  in  a  loose  juxtaposition. 
"  Their  friendship,"  he  states,  "  is  little  more  than  their  fondness 
for  our  property,  and  our  eagerness  to  obtain  their  furs."  Euro- 
pean manufactures  are  essential  to  the  natives.  ^^The  Indians 
in  this  quarter  have  been  so  long  accustomed  to  European  goods, 
that  it  would  be  with  difficulty  that  they  could  now  obtain  a  liveli- 
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hood  without  them.  Especially  do  they  need  firearms,  axes, 
kettles,  knives,  &c.  They  have  almost  lost  the  use  of  bows  and 
arrows,  and  they  would  find  it  nearly  impossible  to  cut  their  fire 
wood  with  implements  made  of  stone  or  bone.'' 

16tA.  Examined  Mackenxie's  Travels,  to  compare  his  vocabulary 

of  Knisteneaux  and  Algonquin,  with  the  Odjibwa,  or  Chippewa. 

There  is  so  close  an  agreement^  in  sense  and  sound,  between  the 

two  Utter,  .as  to  make  it  manifest  that  the  tribes  could  not  have 

been  separated  at  a  remote  period.     T]iis  agreement  is  more  close 

and  striking  than  it  appears  to  be  by  comparing  the  two  written 

Tocabularies.     Mackenzie  has  adopted  the  French  orthography, 

pving  the  vowels,  and  some  of  the  consonants  and  diphthongs,  sounds 

very  different  from  their  JEnglish  powers.   Were  the  words  arranged 

on  a  common  plan  of  alphabetical  notation,  they  would  generally 

Ve.  found  to  the  eye,  as  they  are  to  the  ear,  nearly  identical.     The 

fiacrepancies  would  be  rendered  less  in  oases  in  which  they  appear  to 

be  considerable,  and  the  peculiarities  of  idiom,  as  they  exist,  would 

be  made  more  striking  and  instructive.     I  have  heard  both  idioms 

spoken  by  the  natives,  and  therefore  have  more  confidence  in 

gpeaking  of  their  nearness  and  affinity,  than  I  could  have  had 

from  mere  book  comparison.     I  am  told  that  Mackenzie  got  his 

Tocatmlary  from  some  of  the  priests  in  Lower  Canada,  who  are 

Tened  in  the  Algonquin.     It  does  not  seem  to  me  at  all  probable 

that  an  Englishman  or  a  Scotchman  should  throw  aside  his  natural 

Mondfl  of  the  vowels  and  consonants,  and  adopt  sounds  which  are, 

and  must  have  been,  from  infancy,  foreign. 

As  I  intend  to  put  down  things  in  the  order  of  their  occurrence, 
I  will  add  that  I  had  a  visitor  to-day,  a  simple  mechanic,  who  came 
to  talk  to  me  about  nothing;  I  could  do  no  less  than  be  civil  to  him. 
in  eonsequence  of  which  he  pestered  me  with  hems  and  haws  about 
one  boor.     I  think  Job  took  no  interest  in  philology. 

nth.  Devoted  the  day  to  the  language.     A  friend  had  loaned 
me  a  file  of  Scottish  papers  called  the  Montrose  Review j  which 
I  took  occasion  to  run  over.     This  paper  is  more  neatly  and  cor- 
rectly printed  than  is  common  with  our  papers  of  this  class  from 
tlie  country.     The  strain  of  remark  is  free,  bold,  and  inquisitive, 
looloDg  to  the  measures  of  government,  and  advocating  principles 
of  rational  liberty  throughout  the  world. 
Col.  Lawrence,  Capt.  Thompson,  and  Lieut.  Griswold  called  in 
10 
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the  course  of  the  day.  I  commenced  reading  Mango  Parke'a 
posthumous  volume. 

18^%.  The  mind,  like  the  body,  will  get  tired.  QuintiUaD 
remarks,  "  Variety  refreshes  and  renovates  the  mind."  Com- 
position and  reading  by  turns,  wear  away  the  weariness  either  may 
create ;  and  though  we  have  done  many  things,  we  in  some  mea- 
sure find  ourselves  fresh  and  recruited  at  entering  on  a  new  thing. 
This  day  has  been  almost  entirely  given  up  to  society.  Visifconi 
deemed  to  come  in,  as  if  by  concert.  C9I.  liawrence,  Capts. 
Clarke  and  Seal,  Lieuts.  Smith  and  Griswold.  "Mr.  S.B..  Gris* 
wold,  who  was  one  of  the  American  hostage  officers  at  Quebec,  Dr. 
Foot,  and  Mr.  Johnston  came  in  to  see  ine,  at  difierent  times.  I 
filled  up  the  intervals  in  reading. 

IQthy  Sabbath,  A  part^  of  Indians  came  to  my  door  singing 
the  begging  dance.  These  people  do  not  respect  the  Sabbath^^ 
The  parties  who  came  in,  on  New  Year's  day,  still  linger  about  the 
settlements,  and  appear  to  be  satisfied  to  suffer  hunger  half  the 
time,  if  their  wants  can  be  gratuitously  relieved  the  other  half. 

20th,  I  continued  to  transcribe,  from  loose  papers,  into  my 
Indian  lexicon.  A  large  proportion  of  the  words  are  derivatives. 
All  are,  more  or  less,  compounded  in  their  oral  forms,  and  they 
appear  to  be  glued^  as  it  were,  to  objects  of  sense.  This  is  not, 
however,  peculiar  to  this  language.  The. author  of  "Hermes" 
says — "  The  firdt  words  of  men,  like  their  fir^t  ideas,  had  an  im- 
mediate reference  to  sensible  objects,  and  that  in  after  days,  when 
they  began  to  discern  with  their  intellect,  they  took  those  words 
which  they  found  already  made,  and  transferred  them,  by  meta- 
phor, to  intellectual  conceptions." 

On  going  to  dinner,  I  found  a  party  of  officers  and  their  ladies. 
"  Mine  host,"  Mr.  Johnston,  with  his  fine  and  frank  Belfast  hospi- 
tality, does  the  honors  of  his  table  with  grace  and  ease.  Nothing 
appears  to  give  him  half  so  much  delight  as  to  see  others,  happy 
around  him.     I  read,  in  the  evening,  the  lives  of  Akenside,  Gray, 

*  About  eighteen  months  afterwards,  I  interdicted  all  visits  of  Indians  oEi 
the  Sabbath,  and  adopted  it  as  an  invariable  rule,  that  I  would  not  transact  any 
business,  or  receive  visits,  from  iLny  Indian  under  the  influence  of  liquor.  I 
directed  my  interpreter  to  tell  them  that  the  President  had  sent  me  to  speak 
to  sober  men  only. 
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and  Littleton.    What  a  perfect  crab  old  Dr.  Johnson  was  !    But  is 
there  any  sound  criticism  without  sternness  7 

21sL  I  finished  the  reading  of  Mungo  Parke,  the  most  enter- 
prising trayeler  of  modem  times.  He  appears  to  me  to  hare 
committed  two  errors  in  his  last  expedition,  and  I  think  his  death 
is  fairly  attributable  to  impatience  to  roach  the  mouth  of  the  Niger. 
He  should  not  haye  attempted  to  pass  fronf  the  Gambia  to  the 
Niger  during  the  rainy  season.  By  this,  ho  lost  thirty-five  out 
of  forty  men.  He  shotdd  not  have  tried  to  force  a  passage  througk 
the  kingdom  of  Houssa,  without  making  presents  to  the  local  petty 
chiefs.  By  this,  he  lost  his  life.  When  will  geographers  cease  to  talk 
about  the  mouth  of  the  Niger  ?  England  has  been  as  indefatigable 
in  solving  this  problem  as  she  has  been  in  finding  out  the  North 
West  Passage,  and,  at  present,  as  unsuccessful.  We  see  no  abate- 
ment, however,  in  her  spirit  of  heroic  enterprise.  America  has 
sent  but  one  explorer  to  this  field — ^Ledyard. 


i 
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CHAPTER   XVI. 

Kovel  reading— ^Greenongh's  "  Geology" — ^The  (cariboo— Spitefol  plander  of 
private  property  on  a  large  scale— Marshaira  Waahington— St.  Cl^r'a 
"  NarratiTe  of  bis  Campaign"-— Etymology  of  the  word  Mem — A  trait  of 

'  ^  transpositiTe  langoagefr— Polynesian  languages— A  meteoric  explosiion  at 
the  maximni^  height  of  the  tvinter's  temperatare— Spafford's  ''Oaxetteer" — 
Qolmes  on  the  Prophecies— Foreign  politics — Mythology— Gnomes — ^The 
Odjibwa  based  on  monosyllables-i-No  auxiliary  Terbs — Pronouns  declined 
fot  tense — EspTella's  letter^ — ^Valeriup— Gospel  of  St.  Luke — Cbippewayan 
group  of  languages^— Home  politica — Prospect  of  being  appoint^  snpei^ 
intendent  of  the  lead  mines  of  Missouri. 

1823.  Jan.  22d.  A  pinching  cold  winter  wears  ,away  slowly. 
TBe  whole  Tillage  seems  to  me  like  so  many  prescient  beayers,  in 
a  vast  snow-bank,  who  cut  away  the  snow  and  maki9  paths,  every 
morning,  from  one  lodge  to  another.  In  this  reticulation  of  snow 
paths  the  drum  is  sounded  and  the  flag  raised.  Most  dignified 
bipeds  we  are.  Hurrah  for  progress,  and  the  extension  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  race ! 

I  read  the  "Recluse,"  translated  from  D'Arlincourt's  popular 
novel  Le  Solitaire^  and  think  the  commendations  bestowed  upon 
it,  in  the  translator's  preface,  just  in  the  main.  It  is  precisely 
such  a  novel  as  I  should  suppose  would  be  very  popular  in  the 
highest  circles  of  France,  and  consequently,  owing  to  difference  of 
character,  would  be  less  relished  by  the  same  circles  in  England. 
I  suspect  the  author  to  be  a  great  admirer  of  Chateaubriand's 
'^  Atala,"  whose  death  is  brought  to  mind  by  the  catastrophe  of 
Elode's.  Here,  however,  the  similitude  ends.  There  is  nothing 
to  be  said  respecting  the  comparative  features  of  Charles  the 
Bold  and  Chactas,  except  that  the  Indian  possessed  those  qualities 
of  the  heart  which  most  ennoble  human  nature. 

To  the  readers  of  Scott's  novels,  however  (for  he  is  certainly 
the  "  Great  Unknown"),  this  pleasing  poetical  romance,  with  all  its 
sparkling  passages,  will  present  one  glaring  defect — it  is  not  suffi- 
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cieaflj deiBcriptifv^  -  Werise  frbm  ti|ie  pcirosd, -of  H  Wkb  no  det- 
ml6  idc«8>of  Uie  lesnery  of  the  tftUey  of  Uiiderlsdi.    We  suppose 
it.fo  fce  snblmie  end  p|ctitfesqiie,'teid  lure  irecpently  iojid  so  by  tb^e 
aidnr;.  biA  befiub  ifl-tlterdesoripfioii  of  j^^         setoes.   fioett. 
Msges  othenrUe.    Wben  Ike  8end8^BsfllM  IGebU  Jsahrie  ihto  Ae 
%Usiids,  4ie  4oes  not  content  himself,  with  geiienlities^  but  ak6 
kings  1>efof8  thelnind  such  'gtoupij  and  spe^es  as  md^e  one*  fbar 
aid  irembM.  ^  To  jMroduce  tliis  excitement  b  literuj  powec* 
•  Wk  I  di^roted  ^e/time  before  breal^ty' which, .irith.ns,  liap- 
pns  at  a  late  Kbnri  to  the  JBtimimyA  Ewiew.   Preid  the  articles 
oiGheend^'s^'flrMFrin^nplebof  Oeology/*  jMidane^ 
Doaetfienes.    Ifhm.  shall  we  hear  the  last  .|>aftegyniB  of  the 
Gfssian  orator,  who,  in  tfar  two  characteristiiM  of  hh^  eloquence 
lUdk  hftTC  been  most  prahsad,  sunplicdt^  and  nlhtitfe,'is  etetj  day 
e^ialled,. or  ezceb^  by -our  Indian  chie^  ? 

Gfeenough*s  Easi^  i^  hdd  and  oxiginal,  and  ei4nce  ne  weak 
poisrs  of  obslBnriMion  «nd.xessoning.    But  he  is  rathe)r  a  leyeler 
tk|n  a  builder.  *  It  seems  bettei^thaf  we  should  hsve  a  poor  li(Huj» 
oier  oinr  heacb  than  none  nt  alL    ThjB  U/6tB  inentioned  on  m 
nAerity  of  a  trateler  in  Spain,  that  the  pebbles  in  the  riyers  of 
Ast  country  are  not  carried^  down  strtafus  by  ih6  fdttii^  of  the 
current,  ttr^  contradicted  by  all  my  obseryations  on  the  rivers  of 
the  United  States.    The  very  reverse  is  true.    Those  streams 
i^ch  originate  in,  or  run  through  districts  of  granite,  limestone^ 
graywacke,  fcc,  present  pebbles  of  these  respective  rocks  abund- 
ontfy  along  their  banks,  at  points  below  the  terminationof  the  fixed 
strata.    These  pebbles,  and  even  boulders,  are  found  far  below  the 
tenninatibn  of  the  rocky  districts,  and  appear  to  owe  their  trans- 
portation to  the  force  of  existing  currents.     I  have  found  the 
petaliair  pebbles  of  the  sources  of  the  Mississippi -as  low  down  as . 
St.  Louis  and.  St.  Genevieve. 

'  I  resumed  the  perusal  of  Marshairs  ^^Life  of  Washington," 
which.  I  had  laid  by  in  the  fall.  Lieutenants  Bamum  and  Bicker 
and  Mr.  Johnston  came  to  Visit  me. 

ftith.  I  made  one  of  a  party  of  sixteen,  who  dined  with  Mr. 
Ermatinger.  I  here  first  tasted  the  flesh  of  the  earibaoy  which  is 
ft  line  flavored  venison.  I  do  hot  recollect  any  wise  or  merry 're- 
mark made  during  dinner,  which  is  worth  recordings  As  toasts 
show  the  temper  of  the  times,  and  bespeak  the  sentiments  of  those 


150  PERSOyAL  MEMOIRS. 

who  give  them,  a  few  of  them  may  be  mentioned.  After  several 
formal  and  national  toasts,  we  had  Mr.  Calhoim,  Grovemor  Cass^ 
General  Brown^  Mr.  Siblej,  the  representative  of  Michigan, 
Colonel  Brady,  and  Major  Thayer,  superintendent  of  the  military 
academy.  In  coming  homo  in  the  cariole,  we  all  missed  i\iQhalize8, 
and  got  completely  npset  and  pitched  into  the  snow. 

2bth.  Mr.  John  Johnston  returned  me  Silliman's  Travels,  and 
expressed  himself  highly  pleased  with  them.  Mr.  Johnston  evinces 
by  his  manners  and  conversation  and  liberal  sentiments  that  he 
has  parsed  many  of  his  years  in  polished  and  refined  circles.  He 
told  me  he  came  to  America  during  the  presidency  of  General 
Washington,  whom  he  esteems  it  a  privilege  to  have  seen  at  New 
York,  in  1793.  Having  letters  to  Lord  Dorchester,  he  went  into 
Canada,  and  through  a  series  of  vicissitudes,  finally  settled  at 
these  falls  about  thirty  years  ago.  In  1814,  hie  property  was 
plundered  by  the  Americans,  through  the  false  representations 
of  some  low-minded  persons,  his  neighbors  and  opponents  in  trade, 
with  no  more  patriotism  than  he;  in  consequence  of  which  he 
returned  to  Europe,  and  sold  his  patrimonial  estate  at  "  Craige,'! 
in  the  north  of  Ireland,  within  a  short  distance  of  the  Giant's 
Causeway,  and  thus  repaired,  in  part,  his  losses. 

26^A.  Devoted  to  reading — a  solid  resource  in  the  wilderness. 

27M.  Finished  the  perusal  of  Marshall's  Washington,  and  took 
the  notes  contained  in  memorandums  P.  and  R.  The  first  volume 
of  this  work  is  intended  as  introductory,  and  contains  the  best 
recital  of  the  political  history  of  the  colonies  which  I  have  read. 
The  other  four  volumes  embrace  a  wide  mass  of  facts,  but  are 
rather  diffuse  and  prolix,  considered  as  biography.  A  good  life 
of  Washington,  which  shall  comprise  within  a  small  compass  all 
his  prominent  public  and  private  acts,  still  remains  a  desidoratutn. 

28f  A.  Our  express  returned  this  morning,  bringing  me  New  York 
papers  to  the  11th  of  November.  We  are  more  than  two  months 
and  a  half  behind  the  current  news  of  the  day.  We  have  Wash- 
ington dates  to  the  9th  of  November,  but  of  course  they  convey 
nothing  of  the  proceedings  of  Congress. 

29<A.  I  read  St.  Clair's  "  Narrative  of  his  Campaign"  against  the 
Indians  in  1791,  and  extracted  the  notes  contained  in  memorandum 
A.  A.     The  causes  of  its  failure  are  explained  in  a  satisfactory 
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manner,  and  there  is  proof  of  Gen.  St.  Clair's  vigilance  and  intre- 
pidity. Dissensions  in  his  camp  crippled  the  old  gencraVs  power. 
SOth.  I  took  up  the  subject  of  the  Indian  language,  after  an 
interval  of  eight  or  nine  days,  and  continued  to  transcribe  into 
mj  vocabulary  until  after  the  hour  of  midnight.  It  comprises 
now  rising  of  fifteen  hundred  words,  including  some  synonyms. 

31*^  "  Totem'*  is  a  word  frequently  heard  in  this  quarter.  In 
tracing  its  origin,  it  is  found  to  be  a  corruption  of -the  Indian 
"(fotfaim,"-  signifying  family  mark,  or  armorial  bearing.  The 
word  appears  to  be  a  derivative  from  odanah,  a  town  or  village. 
Hence  men  dodaim^  my  townsman,  or  kindred-mark.  Affinity 
In  families  is  thus  kept  up,  as  in  the  feudal  system,  and  the  insti- 
tution seems  to  be  of  some  importance  to  the  several  bands.  They 
often  appeal  to  their  ^Hotem,''  as  if  it  were  a  surname. 

At  three  o'clock  I  went  to  dine  at  Col.  Lawrence's.  The  party 
consisted  of  Capts.  Thompson  and  Beal,  Licuts.  Barnum,  Smith, 
Waite,  and  Griswold,  Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Ermatinger  and  son.  Dr. 
Foot  and  Mr.  Siveright  of  the  H.  B.  House.  In  the  evening  the 
party  adjourned  to  Mr.  Johnston's. 

February  1%L  Transpositive  languages,  like  the  Indian,  do  Qot 
appear  to  be  well  adapted  to  convey  familiar,  easy,  flowing  conver- 
sation. There  seems  to  be  something  cumbrous  and  stately  in  the 
utterance  of  their  long  polysyllabic  words,  as  if  they  could  not 
readily  be  brought  down  to  the  minute  distinctions  of  every  day 
family  conversation.  This  may  arise,  however,  from  a  principle 
adverted  to  by  Dr.  Johnson,  in  speaking  of  the  ancient  languages, 
in  which  he  says  "  nothing  is  familiar,"  and  by  the  use  of  which 
**  the  writer  conceals  penury  of  thought  and  want  of  novelty,  often 
from  the  reader,  and  often  from  himself."  The  Indian  certainly 
has  a  very  pompous  way  of  expressing  a  common  thought.  He  sets 
about  it  with  an  array  of  prefix  and  suffix,  and  polysyllabic 
strength,  as  if  he  were  about  to  crush  a  cob-house  with  a  crow- 
bar. 

2d.  The  languages  of  New  Zealand,  Tonga,  and  Malay  have  no 
declension  of  nouns,  nor  conjugation  of  verbs.  The  purposes  of 
declension  are  answered  by  particles  and  prepositions.  The  dis- 
tinctions of  person^  tense,  and  mode  are  expressed  by  adverbs, 
pronouns,  and  other  parts  of  speech.  This  rigidity  of  the  verb 
and  noun  is  absolute,  under  every  order  of  arrangement,  in  which 
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their  words  can  be  placed,  and  their  meaning  is  not  helped  out,  by 
either  prefixes  or  suffixes. 

I  read  Plutarch's  "  Life  of  Marcellus,"  to  observe  "whether  It  bore 
.the  points  of  resemblance  to  Washington's  military  character,  sug- 
gested by  Marshall. 

Sd, '  Abad  signifies  abode,  in  Persian.  Abid  denotes  where  he 
is,  or  dwells,  in  Chippewa.  ' 

I  refused,  on  an  invitation  of  Mr.  Ermatinger,  to  alter  the  resolu- 
tion formed  on  tho  seventh  ultimo,  as  to  one  mode  of  evening's 
amusement. . 

4th.  A  loud  meteoric  report,  as  if  from^  the  explosion  of  some 
aerial  body,  was  heard  about  noon  this  day.  The  sound  .seemed 
to  proceed  from  the  south-west.  It  was  attended  with  a  prolonged, 
or  rumbling  sound^  and  ws^  generally  heard.  -  Popular  smmise, 
which  attempts  to  account  for  everything,  has  been  very  busy  in 
assigning  the  cause  of  this  phenomenon. 

A  high  degree  of  cold  has  recently  been  experienced.  The 
therinometer  stood  at  28^  below  zero  at  one  o'clock  this  morning. 
It  had  risen  to  18^  at  day-break — ^being  the  greatest  observed 
degree  of  cold  during  the  season.  It  did  not  exceed  4^  above  Eero 
during  any  part  of  the  day. 

5th.  A  year  ago  to-day,  a  literary  friend  wrote  to  me  to  join 
him  in  preparing  a  Gazetteer  of  the  State  of  New  York,  to  supplant 
Spafibrd's.  Of  the  latter,  he  expresses  himself  in  tlie  letter, 
which  is  now  before  me,  in  unreserved  terms  of  disapprobation. 
"  It  is  wholly  unworthy,"  he  says,  "  of  public  patronage,  and  would 
not  stand  in  the  way  of  a  good  work  of , the  kind;  and  such  a  one, 
I  have  the  vanity  to  believe,  our  joint  efforts  could  produce:  It 
would  be  a  permanent  work,  with  slight  alterations,  a^  the  State 
might  undergo  changes.  My  plan  would  be  for  you  to  travel  over 
the  State,  and  make  a  complete  geological,  mineralogical,  and  sta- 
tistical survey  of  it,  which  would  probably  take  you  a  year  or  more. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  would  devote  all  my  leisure  to  the  collection 
and  arrangement  of  such  other  materials  as  we  should  need  in  the 
compilation  of  the  work.  I  doubt  not  we  could  obtain  the  prompt 
assistance  of  the  first  men  in  the  State,  in  furnishing  all  the  in- 
formation required.  Our  State  is  rapidly  increasing  in  wealth  and 
population,  and  I  am  full  in  the  faith  that  such  a  work  would  sell 
well  in  different  parts  of  the  country."" 


nnmr  All  xmoouk  1$S 


6tk.  I  ^  nodimg  Unhkj^  Ky  wlifok  Ittean  ttafttit  wob  givctti  up 
to  mting  and  tfilkiag^   .  It  ib  Br.  Jobntoii,  I  tjiinkj  who  dram  a. 
WnctioD  vbekiram  ^lott  and  oonTenatioii/'    jf  Sa  neeesgarj; 
hmBfBtjJtouiigtL  %  portion  of  tiina  jn  thili  way.    **  A  man' that 
kdi fiiendamnat  diow }AwVfiri»mty^''  ia aBiUe  nuudpi:        - ^ 

Td;  ThagamaooilibmyVBtftU^^ 
fkfe  it  Iiad  been plaoed  in  ifif  charge  on  thearriWil  of  theyoopa 
ik  JMj^  ike  state  ^  pireparationa  in  the-^eaiitonment^'  being  now 
Mttmently  advanieed  id  adimit'  ita  reeejptipn.  A  piirty  of  gentlemen 
from  the  British  garrison  On  Dnmmdiid  Island  came  up  on  a^Sstt, 
en  snow  shoes.    The  distance  is  about  45  miles. 

.flfS*  I  cmnmeneed  reading  Holmes  on -^'The  Vnlfilment' of  the 
JEtevdatioQ  of  St.  John,^  a  I^donwcMrk.  of  IBlO.  .  The  antfaor 
mjB.  ^that  Ilia -explanation  of  the  STmbcAs.  is  founded  npon  one 
fiiced  and  nniTersal  *  mkhTvlhat  the  interplretation  of  a  symbol  ia 
•v«r  ipamtained ;  that  the  chronological'«dcces8ioh  of  the  seals,  tram* 
peta,  and  riab  ia:ittriotIyprekenred;  and^hat  the  history  contained 
wnder  them  is  «.  uniform  and  homogeneous  history  of  the- Roman 
empirey-at  once  eomprehensiTO  and  complete." — ^Atttoded.  a  dining- 
pftrty  at  l&r' Johnston's^ 

9tk*  Continued  the  readings  of  Holmes,  Who  is  an  energetic 
writer^  and  appears  to  have  looked  closely  into  his  subject.  The 
least  pieaising  trait  in  the  work  is  a  polemic  spirit  which  is  quite  a 
elog  to  the  inqtiiry,  especially  to  those  who,  like  myself,  have 
-nerer  read 'the  authors  Faber,  Cuniiinghamy  and  Frere,  whose 
interpretations  he  combats.  -  For  a  clergyman,  he  certainly  handles 
them  with6ut  gloves. 

10th*  The  principal  Indian  chief  of  the  yieinity,  Shingabawossin, 
sent  to  inquire  of  me  the  cause  of  the  aerial  explosion,  heard  on 
the  4th«  At  four  I  went  to  dine  with  Mr,  Ermatinger  on  the  British 
shore. 

Uth.  I  did  something,  iedthough,  from  the -round  of  visiting  and 
gayety  which,  in  consequence  of  our  Drummond  Isle  visitors,  has 
eadated  for  a  few  days,  but  little,  at  my  vocabulary.  At  hidf^past 
four,  T  went  to  dine  ,with  Lieutenants  Morton  and  Fdger  in  the 
cabtonment.  The  party  was  nearly  the  same' which  has  assembled 
for  a  few  days,  m  honor  of  the  foreign  gentlemen  with  us.  In 
the  evening  a  large  party,  with  dancing,  at  Mr.  Johnston's. 
12tA.  I. read  Lord  Erskihe's  Letter  to  I^ord  Liverpool  onth^ 
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policy  to  be' pursued  by  Great  Britain  in  relation  to  Greece  and 
Turkey.  The  arguments  and  sentiments  do  equal  credit  to  his 
head  dnd  heart,  and  evince  no.  less  his  judgment  as  a  statesqian, 
than  they  do  his  taste  and  erudition  as  a  scholar.  This  interesting 
and  valuable  letter  breathes  the  true  sentiments  of  rational  liberty, 
such  as  must  be  felt  by  the  great  body  of  the  English'nation,  and 
such  as  must,  sooner  or  later,  prevail  among  the  enlightened  na- 
tions of  the  earth.  How  painful  to  reflect  that  this  able  appeal 
^1  produce  no  favorable  effect  on  the  British  ministry,  whose 
decision,  it  is  to  be  feared,  is  already  made  in  favor  of  the  '^legi- 
timacy'* of  the  Turkish  government ! 

At  four  o'clock,  I  laid  by  my  employments,  and  went  to  dine 
at  the  commanding  officer's  quarters,  whence  the  party  adjourned 
to  &  handsomely  arranged  supper  table  at  Gapt.  BeaFs.  The 
necessity  of  complying  with  times  and  occasions,  by  accepting  the 
current  invitations  of  the  day,  is  an  impediment  to  any  system  of 
intellectual  employment ;  and  whatever  the  world  may  think  of  it, 
the  time  devoted  to  public  dinners  and  suppers,  routs  and  parties, 
is  little  better  than  time  thrown  away. 

"  And  yet  the  fate  of  all  extremes  is  such ; 
Books  may  be  read,  as  well  as  men,  too  much." 

13<A.  I  re-perused  Mackenzie's  "History  of  the  Fur  Trade,"  to 
enable  me  more  fully  to  comprehend  the  allusiond  in  a  couple  of 
volumes  lately  put  into  my  hands,  on  the  "  Disputes  between  Lord 
Selkirk  and  the  North  West  Company,"  and  the  "  Report  of  Trials" 
for  certain  murders  perpetrated  in  the  course  of  a  strenuous  contest 
for  commercial  mastery  in  the  country  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 

Finding  an  opportunity  of  sending  norths  I  recollected  that 
the  surveyors  of  our  northern  boundary  were  passing  the  winter 
at  Fort  William,  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Superior;'  and  wrote 
to  one  of  the  gentlemen,  enclosing  him  some  of  our  latest  papers. 
■  lith.  The  gentlemen  from  the  neighboring  British  post  left  us 
this  morning.     I  devoted  the  day  to  my  Indian  inquiries. 

15tL  I  commenced  a  vocabulary  of  conversation,  in  the  Od- 
jibwa« 

nth. .Native  Mythology. — According  to  Indian  mythology, 
Weeny  is  the  God  of  sleep.     He  has  numerous  emissaries,  who 


.  ■       .     ■  "  I  '  ' 

-      .      •  .      •  •  ■    -  * 

an  aniiiid  triA  irsr  dflbl^  of  a  tiny  «id  mseeH  eliaraeter.  ISuise 
6ir)r'igMif8  siee^d'tlie  Ibrehead,  alkd  knock  tbe  indiyi^ual  toMtep. 
Bopii's  «ir«faliQii  of-  Olioin6«|.m  the  Bape  of  *.the  liook,  is  h^e  pr^ 

i^tk  it  haa  beea'iaid  that  the  Xidiaii .  langqager  poaaesB  no 
■QBOByHahlaa.  This  n^mark  ia  not  borne  ont. /with  regard^  to 
tto  Chippewa.  Marked  as  it  is  with  polysyllables,  there  are  a. 
eouiderable'iiiimber  of  exceptions.  Koan. is  snow,  aig  a  sh^ 
mijf  a'  looiv  '^btfiy  %  percnpino,'  fccr  The  nnmber  of  ^iMyUables 
ii  anmerodi^  and  of,  trisyllables  still  mon^  so.  The  '  Chippewa 
h^  no  awaUary  Terbs^  -  The  Chippewa '  primitire  pronouns  are^ 
Neen,  =Eeen>  and  Ween  (I^  Thoi^  He  or  She).  ^  They  are  reiutoi(d 
^MLhokwrnd  and  .«Mnc  They  ace  aIi(K>  declined  for tentie^  and 
tbs,  ilk  t)ie  coigt^ataan  of  yerbs^  tajc^  the.  place  of  oar~aigdliary 

'  190*.  Bsenmed  die  p^msal  pf  Holm^  m  ^  Rerelations."  He 
ttrtablishM  *  dlictionary  of  symbols,  .^hicfaare  -qpiirersally  int^p- 
pnted?  In  ihia  syi^em^  a  day  signifies  a*  natural  year;  a  week* 
itnen  yean ;,  a  month  thi)rty.*years;  ayear  a  period  of  860  years. 
The lir  means -^^ dmrch  and.^tate;"  waters,  ^peoples,  multitiide%. 
tosgaes ;'\seven,  the  nnmber  of  perfection  ;.twelye,.totality  or  all; 
Ittil  storms,  armies  of  inorthem  invaders.  If  the  work  were  di- 
reBted  of  its  eontroyersial  character,  It  would  produce  more  effect 
Agreeably  to  this  author,  the  downfall  of  Popery  will  take  plaice 
sixmt  the  year  1866. 

2(Hh.  I  read  .^^Esprella's  Letters  on  England,*'  a  work  attributed 
to  Southey,' whose  object  appears  to  have  been  to  render  English 
manners  and  customs  familiar  in  Spain,  at  a  time  when  the  in- 
terooutse  between  the  two  countries  had  yery  much  augmented, 
and  their  sympathies  were  drawn  together  by  the  common  struggle 
agnnst  Napoleon  Bonaparte. 

2lMt.  I  commenced  ^^Yalerius,  a  Roman  Story."  In  the  evening 
the  commanding  officer  (Col.  L.)  gave  a  party,  in  honor  of 
Washington's  birthday.  That  the  time  might  not  be  wholly 
antieipated,  dancing  was  introduced  to  give  it  wings,  and  con- 
tinned  until  two  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  (the  actual  birthday) 
the  twenty-second. 

22d.  Finished  ^^  Valerius/'  Thiais  an  interesting  novel  6n  the 
Wayerley  plan,  and  must  certainly  be  considered  a  successful  at- 
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tempt  to  familiarize  the  class  of  novel-readers  with  Roman  history 
and  Roman  domestic  manners.  The  story  turns  on  the  persecu- 
tion of  the  Christians  under  Tnijan.  The  expression^' of  a  truth,'' 
which  is  so  abundantly  used  in  the  narrative,  is  a  Scripture  phrase, 
and  is  very  properly  put  into  the  mouth  of  a  converted  Roman. 
I  cannot  say  as  much  for  the  word  ^'alongst*'  used  for  along.  There 
are  also  some  false  epithets,  as  ''drop/ 'for  run  or  flow,  and  ^'guesses" 
for  conjectures.  The  only  defect  in  the  plot,  which  occurs  to  me, 
is,  that  Valerius,  after  his  escape  with  Athanasia  from  Ostium, 
should  have  been  landed  safely  in  Britain,  and  thuscompletedihe 
happiness  of  a  disconsolate  and  affectionate  mother,  whom  he  left 
there,  and  who  is  never  afterwards  mentioned. 

.  23(2.  From  the  mention  which  is  made  of  it  in  "Valerius,"  I 
this  day  read  the  Gospel  of  Luke,  and  truly  anv  surprised  to  find  it 
so  very  important  a  part  of  the  New  Testament.  Indeed,  were 
all  the  rest  of  the  volume  lost^  this  alone  would  be  si^cient  for  the 
guidance  of  the  Christian.  Divines  tell  us  that  Luke  was  the  meet 
learned  of  the  evangelists.  He  is  called  "  the  beloved  <phy8ician," 
by  St.  Paul.  His  style  is  more  descriptive  than  the  other  evan- 
gelists,  and  his  narrative  more  clear,  methodical,  and  precise,  and 
abounds  equally  with  sublime  conceptions.'*' 

24:th.  Mr.  Harman,  from  a  long  residence  in  the  Indian  country, 
in  high  northern  latitudes,  was  qualified  by  his  opportunities  of 
observation,  to  speak  of  the  comparative  character  of  the  Indian 
language  in  that  quarter.  He  considers  them  as  radically  differ* 
ent  from  those  of  the  Algonquin  stock.  The  group  which  may 
be  formed  from  his  remarks,  will  embrace  the  Chippewayans,  Beaver 
Indians,  Sicaunies,  Tacullies,  and  Nateotetains.  If  we  may  judge 
of  this  family  of  dialects  by  Mackenne's  vocabulary  of  the  CShip- 

'**'  This  opinion  was  thrown  out  from  mere  impulse,  on  a  single  perusal, 
and  so  far  as  it  may  be  regarded  as  a  literary  criticism,  the  only  possible  light 
in  which  it  ean  be  considered,  is  vaguely  hazarded,  for  I  had  not,  at  that  time, 
read  the  other  Gospels  with  any  degree  of  care  or  understanding,  so  a$  to 
be  capable  thereby  of  judging  of  their  style  or  merits  as  compositions.  Spirii' 
ualiy  considered,  I  did  not  understand  Luke^  or  any  of  the  Evangelists,  for  I 
regarded  the  Gospels  as  mere  human  compositions,  without  the  aid  of  inspirar 
tion.  They  were  deemed  to  be  a  true  history  of  events,  interspersed  with  moral 
axioms,  but  derived  no  part  of  their  value,  or  the  admiration  above  expressed, 
as  revealing  the  only  way  of  salvation  through  Christ. 
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pewajan,  It  is  very  remote  from  the  Chippewa,  and  abounds  in  those 
consonantal  sounds  which  the  latter  studiously  avoids. 

Harman  says,  *^  The  Sicaunies  bury,  while  the  Tacullies  bum 
their  dead."  '^  Instances  of  suicide,  by  hanging,  frequently  occur 
among  the  women  of  all  the  tribes,  with  whom  I  l^ave  been  ac- 
quainted ;  but  the  men  are  seldom  known  to  take  away  their  own 
Uves-" 

These  Indians  entertain  the  same  opinions  respectin^^  the  dresa 
of  the  dead,  with  the  mofe  southerly  tribes.  '^  Nothing,''  he  says, 
^^  pleases  an  Indian  better  than  to  see  his  deceased  relative  hand- 
somely attired,  for  be  believes  that  they  will  arrive  in  the  other 
world  in  the  same  dress  with  which  they  are  clad,  when  they  are 
consigned  to  the  grave." 

21th*  Our  second  express  arrived  at  dusk,  this  evening,  bringing 
papers  from  the  seaboard  to  the  14th  of  January,  containing  the 
President's  message,  proceedings  of  Congress,  and  foreign  news, 
up  to  that  date.  A  friend  who  is  in  Congress  writes  to  me — '^  We 
go  on  slowly,  but  so  far  very  harmoniously,  in  Congress.  The 
Red  Jnckets*  are  very  quiet,  and  I  believe  are  very  much  iuh 
posed  to  cease  their  warfare  against  Mr.  Monroe,  as  they  find  the 
nation  do  not  relish  it.'' 

Another  friend  at  Washington  writes  (15th  Dec.) :  ^'  The  mes* 
sage  of  the  President  you  will  have  seen  ere  this  reaches  you.  It 
is  thought  very  well  of  here.  He  recommends  the  appointment  of 
a  Soperintendent  of  the  Western  Lead  Mines,  skilled  in  mineral- 
ogy. K  Congress  should  make  provision  for  one,  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted  uho  will  receive  the  situation.  In  fact,  in  a  conversation 
a  few  days  since  with  Mr.  C,  he  told  me  he  had  you  particularly 
in  view  when  he  recommended  it  to  the  President." 

2StA.  Wrote  an  application  to  the  Postmaster  Oeneral  for  the 
appointment  of  S.  B.  Griswold  as  postmaster  at  this  place,  f 

*  0|^nenti  of  the  then  existing  adminiatration,  who  looked  to  Gen.  CockOi 
of  Tennessee,  at  a  leader, 
t  Mr.  6.  was  appointed. 
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CHAPTER    XVII.  . 

CloBp  of  theHirinter  solstice,  and  introduction  of  a  northern  spring — News 
from  the  world — ^The  Indian  languages — Narrative  Journal — Serai-oiTilixa- 
tion  of  the  ancient  Aztec  tribesTT-Their  arts  and  languages — Hill's  ironical 
review  of  the  "  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society'' — A  test  of  modem  civili- 
zation-^Sngar  making — Trip  to  one  of  the  camps — Geology  of  Manhattan 
Island — Ontwa,  an  Indian  poem — Northern  ornithology — ^Dreams— The 
Indian  apowa — Printed  queries  of  General  Cass — Prospect  of  the  mineral 
agency — Exploration  of  the  St  Peter's — Information  on  that  head. 

1823.  Mardh  Ist.  My  reading  hours,  for  the  last  few  days, 
have  been,  in  great  part,  devoted  to  the  newspapers.  So  long  an. 
exclusion  from  the  ordmary  sources  of  information  has  the  effect 
to  increase  the  appetite  for  this  kind  of  intellectual  food,  and  the 
circumstance  probably  leads  us  to  give  up  more  time  to  it  than  we 
should  were  we  not  subject  to  these  periodical  exclusions.  '  The 
great  point  of  interest  is  the  succession  in  the  Presidential  chabr. 
Parties  hinge  upon  this  point.  Economy  and  retrenchment  are 
talismanic  words,  used  to  affect  the  populace,  but  used  in  reality 
only  as  means  of  affecting  the  balance  of  party  power.  *  Messrs. 
Calhoun,  Crawford,  and  Adams  are  the  prominent  names  which 
fill  the  papers. 

There  is  danger  that  newspapers  in  America  will  too  much 
supersede  and  usurp  the  place  of  books,  and  lead  to  a  superficial 
knowledge  of  things.  Gleaning  the  papers  in  seai;ch  of  that 
iffhich  is  really  useful,  candid,  and  fair  seems  too  much  like  hunting 
for  grains  of  wheat  in  a  chaos  of  chaff. 

■  8(2.  Our  third  express  went  off  this  morning,  freighted  with  oar 
letters,  and,  of  course,  with  our  reasons,  our  sentiments,  our  thanks^ 
our  disappointments,  our  hopes,  and  our  fears. 

&th.  I  resumed  the  subject  of  the  Indian  language. 

OBdnimun  is  the  word  for  vermilion.  This  word  is  compounded 
from  unimun^  or  plant  yielding  a  red  dye,  and  (watra,  yellow. 
The  peculiar  color  of  yellow-red  is  thus  indicated. 


PERSONAL  MSM0IB8.  159 

Seizha  is  the  neuter  verb  "to  come."  This  verb  appears  to 
remain  rigid  in  its  conjugation,  the  tenses  being  indicated  exclu- 
sively by  inflections  of  the  pronoun.  Thus  nim  hehha^  I  come  ; 
ningee peizha,  I  came;  ninguh  peizhoj  I  will  come.  The  pronoun 
alone  is  declined  for  past  and  future  tense,  namely  gee  and  guh. 

There  does  not  appear  .to  be  any  definite  article  in  the  Chippewa 
language.  Pazhik  means  one,  or  an.  It  may  be  doubtful  whether 
the  former  sense  is  not  the  exclusive  one.  AkoiS  is  this  person  in 
the  animate  form.  Ihiw  is  the  corresponding  inanimate  form. 
More  care  than  I  have  devoted  may,  however,  be  required  to  de- 
termine this  matter. 

T'erbs,  in  the  Chippewa,  must  agree  in  number  and  tense  with 
the  noun.  They  must  also  agree  in  gender,  that  is,  verbs  animate 
must  have  nouns  animate.  They  must  also  have  animate  pronouns . 
and  animate  adjectives.  Vitality,  or  the  want  of  vitality,  seems 
to  be  the  distinction  which  the  inventors  of  the  language,  seized 
upon,  to  set  up  the  great  rules  of  its  syntax. 

Verbs,  in. the  Chippewa  language,  are  converted  into  nouns  by 
adding  the  particle  toin, 

Kegidoj  to  speak.  Kegid<hwin^  speech.  This  appears  to  be 
a  general  rule..  The  only  doubt  I  have  felt  is,  whether  the  noun 
formed  is  so  purely  elementary  as  not  to  partake  of  a  participial 
character. 

There  are  two  plurals  to  express  the  word  "wc,*'  one  of  which 
indudeSj  and  the  other  excludeSy  the  person  addressed.  Neither  of 
these  forms  is  a  dual. 

Os  signifies  father ;  no8  is  my  father ;  kos^  thy  father ;  osuHy 
his  or  her  father.  The  vowel  in  this  word  is  sounded  like  the  o, 
in  note. 

The  language  has  two  relative  pronouns,  which  are  much  used — 
awanarij  who;  and  wagonan^  what.  The  vowel  a,  in  these  words, 
is  the  sound  of  a  in  fate. 

There  are  two  classes  of  adjectives,  one  of  which  applies  to  ani- 
mate, the  other  to  inanimate  objects. 

The  Chippewa  word  for  Sabbath  is  animea  geezhig,  and  indicates 
prayer-day.  There  is  no  evidence,  from  inquiry,  that  the  Indians 
divided  their  days  into  weeks.  A  moon  was  the  measure  of  a 
month,  but  it  is  questionable  whether  they  bad  acquired  sufficient 
exactitude  in  the  computation  of  time  to  have  numbered  the  days 
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comprehended  in  each  moon.    The  phases  of  the  moon  were  accu- 
rately noted. 

8th,  Professor  S.,  of  Tale  College,  writes  to  me  under  this  date, 
enclpsing  opinions  respecting  my  '^  Narrative  Journal'^  of  travels, 
contained  in  a  familiar  private  letter  from  D.  Wadsworthy  Esq.,  of 
Hartford.  They  terminate  with  this  remark :  ^^  AH  I  regret  about 
it  (the  work)  is,  that  it  was  not  consistent  with  his  plans  to  tell  us 
more  of  what  might  be  considered  the  damestie  part  of  the  expe- 
dition— the  character  and  conduct  of  those  who  were  of  the  party, 
their  health,  difficulties,  opinions,  and  treatment  of  each  other,  ftc. 
As  his  book  was  a  sort  of  official  work,  I  suppose  he  thought  it 
would  not  do^  and  I  wish  now,  he  would  give  his  friends  (and  let 
us  be  amongst  them)  a  manuscript  of  the  particulars  that  are  not 
fior  the  pubUc'' 

nth.  S&mirciviUzation  of  the  Mexican  2Viiea.— Nothing  is  more 
manifest,  on  reading  the  ^^  Conquest  of  Mexico"  by  De  Solis,  than 
that  the  character  and  attainments  of  the  ancient  Mexicans'  are 
exalted  far  above  the  reality,  to  enhance  the  fame  of  Cortes,  ^d 
give  an  air  of  splendor  to  the  conquest.  Superior  as  the  Astecs 
and  some  other  tribes  certainly  were,  in  many  things,,  to  the  most^ 
advanced  of  the  North  American  tribes,  they  resemble  the  latter 
greatly,  in  their  personal  features,  and  mental  traits,  and  in  sevMid 
of  their  arts. 

The  first  presents  sent  by  Montezuma  to  Cortes  were  ^^  cotton 
cloths,  plumes,  bows,  arrows  and  targets  of  wood,  collars  and  rings 
of  gold,  pre/sious  stones,  omarments  of  gold  in  the  shape  of  ani- 
mals, and  two  round  plates  of  the  precious  metals  resembling  the 
sun  and  moon." 

The  men  had  ^^  rings  in  their  ears  and  lips,  which,  though  they 
were  of  gold,  were  a  deformity  instead  of  an. ornament." 

^^  Canoes  and  periogues"  of  wood  were  their  usual  means  of 
conveyance  by  water.  The  ^^  books"  mentioned'at  p.  100,  were 
well-dressed  skins,  dressed  like  parchment,  and,  after  receiving  the 
paintings  observed,  were  accurately  folded  up,  in  squares  or  paral- 
lelograms. 

The  cacique  of  Zempoala,  being  the  first  dignitary  who  paid  his 
respects  personally  to  Cortes  on  his  entry  into  the  town,  is  describ- 
ed, in  effect,  as  covered  with  a  cotton  blanket  ^*  flung  over  his  naked 
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the  subjects  of  natural  history,  antiquities,  and  philosophical  re- 
search, adverted  to.  It  is  a  racy  work,  which  all  modem  natural- 
ists, and  modern  discoverers  of  secrets  and  inventions  ought  to 
read.  I  should  think  it  must  have  made  some  of  the  contributors 
to  the  "  Transactions"  of  the  Royal  Society  wince  in  its  day. 

22c2.  Knowledge  of  foreign  nations  has  increased  most  wonder- 
fully in  our  day,  and  is  one  of  the  best  tests  of  civilization.  Josa- 
phat  Barbaro  traveled  into  the  East  in  1436.  He  says  of  the 
Georgians,  '^  They  have  the  most  horrid  manners,  and  the  worst 
customs  of  any  people  I  ever  met  with."  Surely  this  is  vague 
enough  for  even  the  clerk  who  kept  the  log-book  of  Henry  Hudson. 
Such  items  as  the  following  were  deemed  "food"  for  books  of 
travels  in  those  days :  "  The  people  of  Cathay,  in  China,  believe 
that  they  are  the  only  people  in  the  world  who  have  two  eyes.  To 
the  Latins  they  allow  one,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  world  none  at  all." 

Marco  Polo  gives  an  account  of  a  substance  called  "  Andanicum," 
which  he  states  to  be  an  ore  of  steel.  In  those  days,  when  every- 
thing relating  to  metallurgy  and  medicine  was  considered  a  secret, 
the  populace  did  not  probably  know  that  steel  was  an  artificial 
production.  Or  the  mineral  may  have  been  sparry  iron  ore,  which 
is  readily  converted  into  steel. 

26th.  It  is  now  the  season  of  making  sugar  from  the  rock  maple 
by  the  Indians  and  Canadians  in  this  quarter.  And  it  seems  to  be 
a  business  in  which  almost  every  one  is  more  or  less  interested. 
Winter  has  shown  some  signs  of  relaxing  its  iron  grasp,  although 
the  quantity  of  snow  upon  the  ground  is  still  very  great,  and  the 
streams  appear  to  be  as  fast  locked  in  the  embraces  of  frost  as  if 
it  were  the  slumber  of  ages.  Sleighs  and  dog  trains  have  been 
departing  for  the  maple  forests,  in  our  neighborhood^  since  about 
the  10th  instant,  until  but  few,  comparatively,  of  the  resident 
inhabitants  are  left.  Many  buildings  are  entirely  deserted  and 
closed,  and  all  are  more  or  loss  thinned  of  their  inhabitants.  It  is 
also  the  general  season  of  sugar-making  with  the  Indians. 

I  joined  a  party  in  visiting  one  of  the  camps.  We  had  several 
carioles  in  company,  and  went  down  the  river  about  eight  or  nine 
miles  to  Mrs.  Johnston's  camp.  The  party  consisted  of  several 
officers  and  ladies  from  the  fort.  Captain  Thompson*  and  lady, 

*  Killed  ia  Florida,  at  the  battle  of  Okechobbee,  as  Lt.  Col.  of  the  Cih  U.  S. 
Infantry. 
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Lieutenant  Bicker  and  lady  and  sister,  the  Miss  Johnstons  and 
Lieutenants  Smith*  and  Folger.  We  pursued  the  river  on  the  ice 
the  greater  part  of  the  way,  and  then  proceeded  inland  about  a 
nile.  We  found  a  large  temporary  building,  surrounded  with  piles 
of  ready  ^lit  wood  for  keeping  a  fire  under  the  kettles,  and  large 
ox  hides  arranged  in  such  a  manner  as  to  serve  as  vats  for  col- 
lecting the  sap.  About  twenty  kettles  were  boiling  over  an  elon- 
gtted  central  fire. 

The  whole  air  of  the  place  resembled  that  of  a  manufactory. 
The  custom  on  these  occasions  is  to  make  up  a  pic-nic,  in  which  each 
one  contributes  something  in  the  way  of  cold  viands  or  refreshments. 
The  principal  amus^ent  consisted  in  pulling  candy,  and  eating 
the  sugar  in  every  form.     Having  done  this,  and  received  the  hos- 
pitalities of  our  hostess,  we  tackled  up  our  teams,  and  pursued  our 
way  back  to  the  fort,  having  narrowly  escaped  breaking  through 
the  river  at  one  or  two  points. 

21th.  I  received  a  letter  of  this  date  from  G.  W,  Rodgers,  a 
^ntleman  of  Bradford  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  behalf  of  himself 
and  associates,  proposing  a  number  of  queries  respecting  the  cop- 
per-yielding region  of  Lake  Superior,  and  the  requisites  and  pros- 
pects of  an  expedition  for  obtaining  the  metal  from  the  Indians. 
Wrote  to  him  adversely  to  the  project  at  this  time.  Doubtless  the 
plan  is  feasible,  but  the  Indians  are  at  present  the  sole  owners 
and  occupants  of  the  metalliferous  region. 

2Hth.  Dies  natalis. — A  friend  editing  a  paper  on  the  seaboard 
writes  (10  Jan.  1822) — "  I  wish  you  to  give  mc  an  article  on  the 
geology  and  mineralogy  of  Manhattan  Island,  in  the  form  of  a 
letter  purporting  to  be  given  by  a  foreign  traveler.  It  is  my  in- 
tention to  give  a  series  of  letters,  partly  by  myself  and  partly  by 
others,  which  shall  take  notice  of  everything  in  and  about  the  city, 
which  may  be  deemed  interesting.  I  wish  to  begin  at  the  founda- 
tion, by  giving  a  geographical  and  geological  sketch  of  the  island.'^f 
lie  continues : — 

**I  have  read  Ontwa,  the  Indian  poem  you  spoke  of  last  summer. 
The  notes  by  Gov.  Cass  are  extremely  interesting,  and  written 
in  a  superior  style.     I  shall  notice  the  work  in  a  few  days." 

*  Pied  at  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico,  as  Quarter-Master  U.  S.  A. 
f  Furniithed  the  article,  as  desired,  under  the  signature  of  "  Gemianicus." 
Vide  "N.  Y.  Statoaman." 
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''I  inform  you,  in  confidence,  that  M.  E.,  of  this  city,  is  pre- 
paring a  notice  of  your  '  Journar*  for  the  next  number  of  the  J2e- 
pository^  which  will  appear  on  the  first  of  next  month/'. 

29th,  Novelty  has  the  greatest  attraction  for  the  human  minj* 
There  is  such  a^  charm  in  novelty,  says  Dr.  John  Mason  Good,  that 
it  often  leads  us  captive  in  spite  of  the  most  glaring  errors,  and 
intoxicates  the  judgment  as  fatally  as  the  cup  of  Circe.  But  is  not 
variety  at  hand  to  contest  the  palm  ? 

"  The  great  source  of  pleasure,'*  observes  Dr.  Johnson,  ^Ms 
variety.  Uniformity  mudt  tire  at  last,  though  it  be  uniformity 
of  excellence.** 

April  Ist.  The  ice  and  snow  begin  to  be  burthensome  to  the 
eye.  We  were  reconciled  to  winter,  when  it  was  the  season  of 
winter ;  but  now  our  longing  eyes  are  cast  to  the  souths  and  ire 
are  anxious  for  the  time  when  we  can  say,  '^Lo,  the  winter  is  past^ 
the  flowers  appear  on  the  earth,  the  time  of  singing  of  birds .  is 
oome,  and  the  voice  of  the  turtle  is  heard  in  our  land.** 

The  Chippewas  have  quite  a  poetic  allegory  of  winter  and  spring, 
personified  by  an  old  and  a  young  man,  who  came  from  opposite 
points  of  the  world,  to  pass  a  night  together  and  boast  of  their  re- 
spective powers.  Winter  blew  his  breath,  and  the  streams  were 
covered  with  ice.  Spring  blew  his  breath,  and  the  land  was  covered 
with  flowers.  The  old  man  is  finally  conquered,  and  vanishes  into 
"  thin  air.*' 

2d.  We  talked  to-day  of  dreams.  Dreams  are  often  talked 
about,  and  have  been  often  written  about.  But  the  subject  is 
usually  left  where  it  was  taken  up.  Ilerodotus  says,  ^^  Dreams 
in  general  originate  from  those  incidents  which  have  most  occupied 
the  thoughts  during  the  day.**  Locke  betters  the  matter  but  little, 
by  saying,  ^'  The  dreams  of  sleeping  men  are  all  made  up  of 
waking  men*s  ideas,  though,  for  the  most  part,  oddly  put  together." 
Solomon*s  idea  of  ^^  the  multitude  of  business**  is  embraced  in 
this. 

Sacred  dreams  were  something  by  themselves.  God  chose 
in  ancient  times  to  communicate  with  the  prophets  in  dreams 
and  visions.  But  there  is  a  very  strong  and  clear  line  of  dis- 
tinction drawn  on  this  subject  in  the  23d  of  Jeremiah,  from  the 
25th  to  the  28th  verses.  ^^  He  that  hath  a  dream,  let  him  tell  a 
dream,  and  he  that  hath  my  word  let  him  speak  my  word."     The 
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gaered  and  th^  profane,  or  idle  dream,  are  likened  as  ^^  chaff"  to 
"wheat." 

The  Indians,  in  this  quarter,  are  very  much  besotted  and  spell- 
boimd,  as  it  were,  bj  dreams.  Their  whole  lives  are  rendered  a 
perfect  scene  of  donbts  and  fears  and  terrors  by  them..  Their 
JDgglers  are  both  dreamers  and  dream  interpreters.  If  the  ^'prince 
of  the  power  of  the  air*'  has  any  one  hold  upon  them  more  sure 
isd  fast  than  another,  it  seems  to  be  in  their  blind  and  implicit 
reliance  upon  dreams.  There  is,  howeyer,  with  them  a  sacred 
dream,  distinct  from  common  dreams.     It  is  called  a-po-wa. 

I  have  had  before  me,  during  a  considerable  part  of  the  season, 
t  pamphlet  of  printed  queries  respecting  the  Indians  and  their 
linguagcs,  put  into  my  hands  by  Gov.  C.  when  passing  through 
Detroit  in  the  summer.    Leaving  to  others  the  subjects  connected 
with  history  and  traditions,  &c.,  I  have  attempted  an  analysis  of 
the  language.     Reading  has  been  resorted  to  as  a  refreshment 
from  study.     I  used  to  read  to  gratify  excitement,  but  I  find  the 
chief  pleasure  of  my  present  reading  is  more  and  more  turning  to 
the  acquisition  and  treasuring  up  of  facts.     This  principle  is  pro- 
bably all  that  sustains  and  renders  pleasurable  the  inquiry  into 
the  Indian  language. 

One  of  the  printed  queries  before  me  is,  "  Do  they  (the  Indians) 
believe  in  ghosts  ?"  I  believe  all  ignorant  and  superstitious  nations 
believe  in  apparitions.  It  seems  to  be  one  of  the  most  natural 
consequences  of  ignorance ;  and  we  have  seen,  in  the  history  of 
wise  and  learned  men,  that  it  requires  a  high  intellectual  effort  to 
shake  this  belief  out  of  the  mind.  If  God  possessed  no  other  way 
of  communicating  with  the  living,  it  is  reasonable  to  believe  that 
he  would  send  dead  men,  or  dead  men*s  souls.  And  this  is  the 
precise  situation  of  the  only  well  authenticated  account  tre  have, 
namely,  that  of  Saul  at  Endor  [vide  Ist  Samuel,  7th  to  15th  verses]. 
The  Chippewas  are  apt  to  connect  all  their  ghost  stories  with  fire. 
A  lighted  fire  on  the  grave  has  a  strong  connection  with  this  idea, 
as  if  they  deemed  some  mysterious  analogy  to  exist  between  spirit- 
uality and  fire.  Their  name  for  ghost  is  Jeebij  a  word  rendered 
plural  in  u^.  Without  nice  attention,  this  word  will  be  pronounced 
Chebij  or  Tehebi. 

Another  is  as  follows :  "  Do  they  use  any  words  equivalent  to 
our  habit  of  swearing?''     Many  things  the  Indians  maybe  ac- 
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cused  ofy  but  of  the  practice  of  swearing  thej  caAhot.  I  have 
made  many  inquiries  into  the  state  of  their  vocabulary,  and  do  not, 
as  yet,  find  any  word  which  is  more  bitter  or  reproachful  than 
rnatchi  annemoaahy  which  indicates  simply,  bad-dog.  Many  of 
their  nouns  haye,  however,  adjective  inflections,  by  which  they  are 
rendered  derogative.  They  have  terms  to  indicate  cheat,  liar, 
thief,  murderer,  coward,  fool,  lazy  man,  drunkard,  babbler.  But 
I  have  never  heard  of  an  imprecation  or  oath.  The  genius  of  the 
language  docs  not  seem  to  favor  the  formation  of  terms  to  be  used 
in  oaths  or  for  purposes  of  profanity.  It  is  the  result  of  the 
observation  of  others,  as  well  as  my  own,  to  sayj  that  an  Indian 
cannot  curse. 

Slst.  The  ornithology  of  the  north  is  very  limited  in  the  winter. 
We  have  the  white  owl,  the  Canada  jay,  and  some  small  species  of 
woodpeckers.  I  have  known  the  white  partridge,  or  ptermigan,  to 
wander  thus  far  south.  This  bird  is  feathered  to  the  toes.  There 
are  days  when  the  snow-bird  appears.  There  is  a  species  of  dQ<dc, 
the  shinffebis,  that  remains  very  late  in  the  fall,  and  another^  the 
&-U'Wa^  that  comes  very  early  in  the  spring. 

The  T,  polyfflottUj  or  buffoon-bird,  is  never  found  north  of  46® 
K.  latitude  in  the  summer.  This  bird  pours  fmrth  all  sorts  of 
njotes  in  a  short  space  of  time,  without  any  apparent  order.  The 
thrush,  the  wren,  the  jay,  and  the  robin  are  imitated  in  as  short  a 
time  as  it  takes  to  write  these  words. 

7th.  During  severe  winters,  in  the  north,  some  species  of  birds 
extend  their  migrations  farther  south  than  usual.  This  appears  to 
have  been  the  case  during  the  present  season.  A  small  bird,  yel- 
lowish and  cinereous,  of  the  grosbec  species,  appeared  this  day  in 
the  neighborhood  of  one  of  the  sugar-camps  on  the  river  below, 
and  was  shot  with  an  arrow  by  an  Indian  boy,  who  brought  it  up 
to  me.  The  Ghippewas  call  it  PasJwundamo^  in  allusion  to  the 
stoutness  of  its  bill,  and  consequent  capacity  for  breaking  sui^ 
faces.* 

8th.  The  ice  on  the  river  still  admits  of  the  passage  of  horse 
trains,  and  the  night  temperature  is  quite  wintry,  although  the 

*  This  specimen  was  sent  to  the  New  York  Lyceum,  where  it  was  deter- 
mined to  be  an  undescribed  species,  and  named  FringUia  vesptrtina,  or  eve- 
ning grosbec. 
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power  of  the  sun  begins  to  be  sensiblj  felt  dnring  the  middle  and 
mfter  part  of  the  day. 

9th.  A  friend  recently  at  Washington  writes  from  Detroit  under 
the  date  of  the  12th  March  :  ^^  A  proposition  was  submitted  to  a 
committee  of  the  Senate,  soon  after  my  arrival  in  the  city,  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  for  the  establishment  of  the  office  of  Superin- 
tendent  of  Mines.  To  this  office,  had  the  project  been  carried  into 
execution,  you  would  have  been  appointed.  But  shortly  before  I. 
left  there,  it  was  thought  more  expedient  to  sell  all  the  mines  than, 
to  retain  them  in  the  hands  of  the  government.  Of  course,  if  thia 
plan  be  adopted,  as  I  think  it  will  be,  the  other  will  be  superseded." 
Here,  then,  drops  a  project,  which  I  had  conceived  at  Potosi,  and 
which  has  been  before  my  mind- for  some  four  years,  and  which  I 
^am  still  satisfied  might  have  been  carried  through  Congress,  had 
I  given  my  personal  attention  to  the  subject,  during  the  present 
session.  I  have  supposed  myself  more  peculiarly  qualified  to  fill 
the  station  indicated,  than  the  one  I  now  occupy.  And  I  accepted 
the  present  office  under  the  expectation  that  it  would  be  tempo- 
rary. When  once  a  project  of  this  kind,  however,  is  superseded 
in  the  way  this  has  been,  it  is  like  raising  the  dead  to  bring  it  up 
again  ;  aud^t  is  therefore  probable  that  my  destiny  is  now  fixed 
in  the  North- West  instead  of  the  South- West,  for  a  number  of  years. 
I  thought  I  had  read  Franklin's  maxims  to  some  purpose ;  but  I  now 
see  that,  although  I  have  observed  one  of  them  in  nine  cases,  I 
missed  it  in  the  tenth: — 

"  He  that  by  the  plough  would  thrive, 
UiiDBelf  mast  either  hold,  or  drive." 

I  trusted,  in  the  fall,  that  I  could  safely  look  on,  and  see  this  mat- 
ter accomplished. 

As  to  the  mines,  they  will  still  require  a  local  superintendent. 
They  cannot  be  sold  until  there  are  some  persons  to  buy,  and  it  is 
not  probable  such  extensive  tracts  of  barren  lands  can  be  dis- 
posed of  in  years.  Meantime,  the  rents  of  the  mines  are  an  ob- 
ject. The  preservation  of  the  public  timber  is  an  object.  And 
the  duties  connected  with  these  objects  cannot  be  performed,  with 
justice  to  the  government,  and  convenience  to  the  lessees,  without 
a  local  agent.     In  proportion  as  some  of  tlic  districts  of  mineral 
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lands  lare  sold,  others  will  claim  atte^tbn ;  and  it  may  he^  and 
most  probably  uiiY/  he^  years  before  the  intention  of  Congtess,  if 
expressed  by  law,  can  be  fully  carried  into  effect. 

Life  has  more  than  one  point  of  resemblance  to  a  panorama. 
When  one  object  is  past,  another  is  brought  to  yiew.  The  3ame 
correspondent  adds:  '^Mr.  Calhoun  has  come  to  the  determina- 
tion to  authorize  you  to  explore  the  River  St.  Peter's  this  season. 
I  think  you  may  safely  make  the  necessary  arrangements,  as  I  feel 
confident  the  instructions  will  reach  you  soon  after  the  opening  of 
the  navigation." 

In  consequence  of  this  intimation,  I  have  been  casting  aboat 
to  find  some  authors  who  treat  of  the  region  of  country  which 
embraces  the  St.  Peter's,  but  with  little  success.  Hennipin's 
'^  Discovery  of  a  large  Country  in  the  Northern  America,  extending 
above  Four  Thousand  Miles,"  I  have  read  with  care.  But  care 
indeed  it  requires  to  separate  truth  from  error,  both  in  his  descrip- 
tions and  opinions.  He  thinks  ''Japan  a  part  of  the  American 
Continent;"  and  describes  the  Wisconsin  as  ''navigable  for  large 
vessels  above  one  hundred  leagues."  Yet,  notwithstanding  this 
gross  hyberbole,  he  describes  the  portage  between  the  Fox  and 
Wisconsin  at "  half  a  league,"  which  is  within«the  actlkl  distance. 
It  may  be  admitted  that  he  was  within  the  Sioux  country,  and 
went  up  the  Mississippi  as  high  as  the  St.  Francis. 

La  Hontan,  whose  travels  were  published  in  London  only  a  few 
years  after  the  translation  of  Hennipin's,  is  entitled,,  it  is  believed, 
to  no  credit  whatever,  for  all  he  relates  of  personal  discoveries  on 
the  Mississippi.  His  fiction  of  observations  on  "  River  La  Long," 
is  quite  preposterous.  I  once  thought  he  had  been  as  far  as 
Prairie  du  Chien;  but  think  it  more  probable  he  never  went  beyond 
Ghreen  Bay. 

Carver,  who  went  from  Boston  to  the  Mississippi  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  18th  century,  is  not  an  author  to  glean  much  from. 
.  I,  however,  re-perused  his  volume  carefully,  and  extracted  notes. 
Some  of  the  stories  inserted  in  his  work  have  thrown  an  air  of 
discredit  over  it,  and  caused  the  whole  work  to  be  regarded  in 
rather  an  apocryphal  light.  I  think  there  is  internal  evidence 
enough  in  his  narrative  to  prove  that  he  visited  the  chief  portions 
of  country  described.  But  he  probably  neglected  to  keep  dinrnal 
notes.     When  in  London,  starvation  stared  him  in  the  face.     Those 
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in  o£Sce  to  whom  he  represented  his  plans  probably  listened  to 
him  awhile,  and  afterwards  lost  sight  of,  or  neglected  him.  He 
naturally  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  booksellers,  who  ddK^med  him 
a  good  sabject  to  get  a  book  from.  But  his  original  journal  did 
not  probably  afford  matter  enough,  in  point  of  bulk.  In  this  exi- 
gency, the  old  French  and  English  authors  appear  to  have  been 
drawn  upon ;  and  probably  their  works  contributed  by  far  the  larger 
part  of  the  volume  after  the  114th  page  (Philadelphia  ed,  1796), 
which  concludes  the  ^'  Journal."  I  think  it  questionable  whether 
some  literary  hack  was  not  employed,  by  the  booksellers,  to  draw 
np  the  part  of  the  work  ^^  On  the  origin,  manners,  customs,  reli- 
gion, and  language  of  the  Indians."  Considerable  portions  of  the 
matter  are  nearly  verbatim  in  the  language  of  Charlevoix,  La 
Hontan,  and  other  authors  of  previous  date.  The  '^  vocabulary  of 
Chippewa,"  so  far  as  it  is  Chippewa  at  all,  has  the  French  or  a 
mixed  orthography,  which  it  is  not  probable  that  an  Englishman  or 
an  American  would,  de  novOi  employ. 
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CHAPTER   XVIII. 

'  •  .  ■ 

Rapid  advanoe  of  sprftig — Troops  commence  a  stockade — Principles  of  the 
Chippewa  tongue — Idea  of  a  new  language  containing  the  native  princi- 
ples of  syntax,  with  a  monosyllabic  method— ^Indian  standard  of  Talue — 
Archaeological  evidenoes  in  growing  trees — Mount  Vernon — Signs  of  spring 
in  the  appearance  of  birds — ^Expedition  to  St  Peter's — ^Lake  Superior  open 
— ^A  peculiarity  in  the  orthography  of  Jefferson-— True  sounds  of  the  oonso- 
nants— ^Philology — Advent  of  the  arrival  of  a  vessel. — ^Editors  and  editorials 
—  Arrival  from  Fort  William — A  hope  fled — Sudden  completion  of  the 
spring,  and  ushering  in  of  summer — Odjibwa  language,  and  transmission  of 
Inquiries. 

1823.  April  \2th.  Spring  is  gradually  advancing.  The  deep- 
ened roar  of  the  rapids  indicates  an  increased  volume  of  water. 
The  state  of  the  ice  is  so  bad  this  day  that  no  persons  have  ven- 
tured to  cross  the  river.  Yesterday,  they  still  crossed.  The  bare 
ground  begins  to  show  itself  in  spots  ;  but  the  i)ody  of  snow  is  still 
deep  in  the  woods. 

14f  A.  The  T.  migratorius  or  robin  made  its  appearance.  The 
Indians  have  a  pretty  tale  of  the  origin  of  this  bird  and  its  fond- 
ness for  domestic  scenes. 

IQth,  Gray  duck  appeared  in  the  rapids. 

nth.  Large  portions  of  the  ground  are  now  laid  bare  by  the 
sun. 

18th.  A  friend  at  New  York,  about  to  sail  for  Europe,  writes  me 
under  this  date :  ^^  I  expect  to  sail  for  St.  Petersburgh.  I  shall 
take  with  me  some  of  our  choicest  specimens,  in  return  for  which 
I  hope  to  procure  something  new  and  interesting.  The  truth  is, 
we  know  very  little  of  the  mineralogy  of  Russia,  and  hence  such 
specimens  as  can  be  procured  will  almost  necessarily  prove  inte- 
resting." 

"  The  Lyceum  is  about  to  publish  its  proceedings.  The  mem- 
bers are  increasing  in  numbers  and  activity.  It  has  been  recently 
agreed  that  there  shall  be  at  least  one  paper  read  at  every  meet« 
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ing ;  this  will  enBore  attention,  and  much  increase  the  interest  of 
the  meetings.  I  hope  you  may,  before  long,  be  able  to  add  your 
personal  attendance." 

''  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  the  minerals  intrusted  to 
my  care  are  situated  in  eyery  respect  as  when  left  by  you ; 
they  are,  of  course,  entirely  dependent  upon  any  order  you  may 
give  concerning  them.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  that  you  should 
make  any  immediate  provision  for  them,  or  that  there  is  any  cause 
for  uneasiness  on  their  account.'*'*' 

\9th.  The  troops  began  to  set  up  the  pickets  of  a  stockade  or 
fort,  to  which  the  name  of  "Brady"  is  given,  in  allusion  to  Col. 
Hugh  Brady,  U.  S.  A.  The  first  canoe  crossed  the  river  to-day, 
although  the  ice  still  lines  each  shore  of  the  river  for  several 
hundred  yards  in  width. 

20tA.  S.  My  sister  Maria  writes  to  me :  "I  fancy,  by  the  de- 
scription you  have  given  of  your  residence  and  society  at  the  Sault, 
that  you  have  enjoyed  yourself,  and  seen  as  much  of  the  refine- 
ments of  civilized  life  as  you  would  have  done  in  many  places 
less  remote.  Who  have  you  at  the  Sault  that  writes  such  pretty 
poetry  ?  The  piece  I  refer  to  is  signed  Alexina,t  and  is  a  death- 
song  of  an  Indian  woman  at  the  grave  of  her  murdered  husband." 

22(f.  One  of  the  principal  objections  to  be  urged  against  the 
Indian  languages,  considered  as  media  of  communication,  is  their 
cumbrousness.  There  is  certainly  a  great  deal  of  verbiage  and 
tautology  about  them.  The  paucity  of  terms  leads  not  only  to 
the  use  of  figures  and  metaphors,  but  is  the  cause  of  circumlocu- 
tion.    This  day  we  had  a  snow  storm. 

The  Chippewa  is,  in  its  structure,  what  is  denominated  by  Mr. 
Du  Ponceau  "  polysynthetic."  It  seems  the  farthest  removed 
possible  from  the  monosyllabic  class  of  languages.  I  have  thought 
that,  if  some  of  its  grammatical  principles  could  be  applied  to 
monosyllables,  a  new  language  of  great  brevity,  terseness,  regu- 
larity, and  poetic  expressiveness,  might  be  formed.  It  would  be 
necessary  to  restore  to  its  alphabet  the  consonants  /,  7,  and  r,  and 
r.     Its  primitive  pronouns  might  be  retained,  with  simple  inflec- 

*  Notwithstanding,  the  collection  of  specimens  referred  to  iras  afterwards 
most  sadly  dealt  with,  and  pillaged  of  its  choicest  specimens. 
t  Mrs.  Thompson. 
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tioDS,  instead  of  comfyound,  for  plural.  It  would  be  necessary  to 
invent  a, pronoun  for  «Ae,  as  there  is,  apparently,  nothing  of  this 
kind  in  the  language.  The.  pronouns  might  take  the  following 
form: — 

Ni^  L         Nid,  We.  Kiwin,  Myaeff,     Niwind,  OursdveM. 

Ki,  Thou.  Kid,  Te  or  you.  .  Kiwin,  Thyself,    Kiwind,  Tourselvet. 

"Wi,  He.     Wid,  They.    Ma80uline/     Wiwin,  Vourselves.    (Mas.)    Wiwind. 
Si,  She.    Sid,   They.    Feminine.       Si  win,   Tourselv^.    (Fem^)   Siwind. 

Dbclbksion  or  Pronouns. 

Ni,  Nin,  Nee— i;  Mine^Jfe.  Nid,  Nida,  Nidim— ITc,  Ue,  Ours. 

Ki,  Kin,  Kee— fAou,  Thine,  Thee.        Kid,  Kida,  Kidim— Fe,  I^  Yours. 
Wi,  Win,  Wee— ^im, -Hit,  JK*.  Wid.    Wida,    Widim  —  r%,    Tknr, 

Theirs.    {Mas.) 
Si,  Sin,  See— ^er,  EerSy  Hers.  Sid,  Sida,  Sidim— TAey,  Their,  Theirs.. 

(Fern.) 

The  full  meaning  of  the  present  class  of  verbs  and  substantives 
of  the  language  could  be  advantageously  transferred  to  the  first, 
or  second,  or  third  syllable  of  the  words,  converting  them  into 
monosyllables.  The  plural  might  be  uniformly  made  in  (2,  follow- 
ing a  vowel,  and  if  a  word  terminate  in  a  consonant,  then  ia  ad. 
So  the  class  of  plural  terminations  would  be  ady  ed^  id,  ody  ud. 
Many  generic  nouns  would  require  to  be  invented,  and  could  easily 
be  drawn  from  existing  roots.  In  the  orthography  of  these,  the 
initial  consonant  of  the  corresponding  English  word  might  serve 
as  an  index.    Thus,  from  the  word  ainduniy  mind,  might  be  derived, 


Ain, 

Mind. 

Sain, 

Tidn, 

Thmght. 

Jain, 

Joy,  &o. 

Main, 

Meditation. 

So  from  iaibwawirij  truth,  might  be  drawn  taiby  truth — faiby 
faith — raiby  religion — vaiby  virtue.  A  principle  of  euphony,  or 
affinity  of  syllabication,  might  be  applied  iii  the  abbreviation  of  a 
few  of  this  class  of  generic  words :  as  Hoy  God,  from  monedo. 

The  oaoiNART  Nouns  would  run  thus: — 


In, 

Man. 

Ind, 

Men. 

£e. 

Woman, 

Eed, 

Women. 

Ab, 

Child. 

Abad, 

Children. 
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Kwi,  Boy,  Kwid,  Boys. 

KwB,  GirL  Kwfid,  GirU, 

Os,  Father.  Osad,  Fathers. 

Oai,  Mother.  Gaid,  Mothers. 

All  the  existing  monosjllables  of  the  language  would  be  retained, 

bnt  subjected  to  new  laws  of  construction  and  concordance.     Thus 

the  plural  of  koan,  snow,  would  be  koanad ;  of  aia,  shell,  aisad; 

fmaz,  moasy  moazad,  &c.     Variety  in  the  production  of  sounds, 

iiid  of  proper  cadences  in  composition,  might  dictate  retention  of 

g  certain   class  of  the  dissyllables — as   os$in  a  stone,  opin  a 

potato,  akki  earth,  mejim  food,  a89ub  a  net,  ttubo  a  liquid,  mittig 

s  tree,  &c.,  the  plurals  of  which  would  be  aannad,  opinad,  akkidy 

mejimadj  asmbady  auhady  mittigad.     Every  substantive  would  have 

ft  diminutive  form  in  t9,  and  an  augmentative  in  chiy  the  vowel  of 

the  latter  to  be  dropped  where  a  vowel  begins  the  word.     Thus, 

ehcAy  a  grandchild ;  chigaiy  a  grandmother.     IniSy  a  Uttle  man ; 

miy  a  little  father,  &c. 

Adjectives  would  come  under  the  same  rules  of  abbreviation  as 
noons  and  verbs.  They  would  be  deprived  of  their  present  acci- 
dents of  number  and  gender. 


MlB, 

Good. 

Koona, 

Ugty. 

Men, 

Bad. 

Soan, 

Strong. 

Biab, 

Ilandsome. 

The  colors,  seasons,  cardinal  points,  &c.,  would  consist  of  the 
first  syllable  of  the  present  words. 

The  demonstrative  pronouns,  thisy  that,  therey  thoacy  would 
take  the  following  forms :  MaUy  this ;  ahoy  that.  By  adding  the 
common  plural,  the  terms  for  tliC8c  and  tlio%e  would  be  produced : 
}iaudy  these;  ahody  those. 

Tlie  prepositions  would  fall  naturally  under  the  rule  of  abbre- 
Tiation  applied  to  nouns,  &c.  Cliiy  by;  peeny  in;  kUhy  if,  &c. ; 
liy  of;  rOy  to ;  vi,  is ;  a/,  at. 

Itau  is  the  verb  to  be.  The  auxiliary  verbs,  havCy  shally  willy  &c., 
taken  from  the  tensal  particles,  are  gCy  gu,  get,  go,  ga. 

Pa  may  stand  for  the  definite  article,  being  the  first  syllable 
of  pazhik;  and  a  comma  for  the  indefinite  article. 

le  is  matter.     I»hiy  heaven. 
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Examples. 
Ni  sa  Eo— 7 /otY  God. 
Ko  vi  m\n  "The  Lord  is  good. 
Nin  08  ge  pa  min  in — My  father  wot  a  good  man, 
Ishiod  (Isbeod) — The  heavene. 

Thus  a  new  language  might  be  formed. 

24th.  The  standard  of  value  with  the  Indians  is  various.  At 
this  place,  a  beaver  skin  is  the  standard  of  computation  in  accounts. 
When  an  Indian  has  made  a  purchase,  he  inquires,  not  how  many 
dollars,  but  how  many  beaver  skins  he  owes.  Farther  south, 
where  racoon  skins  are  plenty,  they  become  the  standard.^  Some 
years  ago,  desertion  became  so  frequent  at  Chicago  and  other 
posts,  that  the  commanding  officer  offered  the  CFustomary  reward 
to  the  Indians  of  the  post,  if  they  would  secure  the  deserters. 
Five  persons  went  in  pursuit,  and  brought  in  the  men,  for  which 
they  received  a  certificate  for  the  amount.  They  then  divided 
the  sum  into  five  equal  shares,  and  subdivided  each  share  into  its 
value  in  racoon  skins.  It  was  not  until  this  division  was  completed, 
and  the  number  of  skins  ascertained,  that  they  could,  by  any  fixed 
standard  of  comparison,  determine  the  reward  which  each  had 
received. 

25th.  It  is  stated  in  the  newspapers  that  hacks  of  an  axe  were 
lately  found  in  the  central  and  solid  parts  of  a  large  tree  near 
Buffalo,  which  were  supposed  to  have  been  made  by  La  Salle's 
party.  Other  evidences  of  the  early  footsteps  of  Europeans  on 
this  continent  have  been  mentioned.  A  trammel  was  found  in  the 
solid  substance  of  a  tree  in  Onondaga.  A  gun  barrel  in  a  simi- 
lar position  in  the  Wabash  Valley.*  Growing  wood  soon  closes 
over  articles  left  upon  it,  in  the  wilderness,  where  they  are  long 
undisturbed. 

27th.  Monedo  is  strictly  a  term  belonging  to  the  Indian  mytho- 
logy and  necromancy,  and  is  constantly  used  to  indicate  a  spirit. 
It  has  not  the  regular  termination  of  the  noun  in  trm,  and  seems 
rather  verbal  in  its  aspect,  and  so  far  as  we  can  decipher  its 
meaning,  man  is  a  syllable  having  a  bad  meaning  generally,  as  in 
monaudud^  &c.  Edo  may  possibly  be  a  derivation  from  ekedo, 
he  speaks. 

28th.  It  is  a  year  ago  to-day  since  I  visited  the  tomb  of  Wash- 
ington, at  Mount  Vernon.     There  were  three  representatives  in 

*  Hon.  R.  W.  Thompson. 
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Congress,  in  company.     We  left  the  city  of  Washington  in  tlie 

xnorning,  in  a  private  carriage,  and  drove  down  in  good  season.   I 

looked  about  the  tomb  narrowly  for  some  memento  to  bring  away, 

Axmd  found  some  mineralogical  fragments  on  the  small  mound  over 

tb  ^  tomb,  which  would  bear  the  application  of  their  book  names. 

coming  back  through  Alexandria,  we  dined  at  a  public  hotel, 

^ere,  among  other  productions  of  the  season,  we  had  cucumbers. 

That  a  contrast  in  climate  to  my  present  position !     Here,  as  the 

es  search  the  fields,  heaps  of  snow  are  still  seen  in  shaded  situa- 

ions,  and  the  ice  still  disfigures  the  bays  and  indentations  of  the 

ore  in  some  places,  as  if  it  were  animated  with  a  determination 

^o  hold  out  against  the  power  of  the  sun  to  the  utmost.     Nature, 

\iOwever,  indicates  its  great  vernal  throe.     White  fish  were  first 

taken  during  the  season,  this  day,  which  is  rare. 

2Sth.  A  friend  at  Detroit  writes  under  this  date :  ^'  I  had  ex- 
pected that  before  now,  instructions  would  have  reached  here  re- 
quiring you  to  repair  to  the  St.  Peter's.  But  as  the  season  advances, 
and  they  do  not  arrive,  I  begin  to  fear  that  one  of  those  mutations, 
to  which  of  all  governments  upon  this  mundane  sphere  ours  is  the 
most  exposed,  has  changed  the  intended  disposition." 

May  l9t.  Winter  still  holds  its  grasp  upon  the  ice  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  river  and  straits. 
The  Claytonia  Virginica  observed  in  flower  in  favorable  spots. 
The  bay  opposite  the  fort  on  the  north-west  shore  cleared  of  ice 
on  the  2d,  being  the  first  day  that  the  river  has  exhibited  the 
appearance  of  being  completely  clear,  a  strong  north-west  wind 
blowing.  It  is  just  four  months  and  ten  days  from  the  period  of 
its  final  closing  on  the  22d  of  December. 

The  yellow  sparrow,  or  boblinkin,  appeared  this  day  in  the 
woods. 

4fi.  The  surface  of  the  earth  is  undergoing  a  rapid  transforma- 
tion, although  we  are,  at  the  same  time,  led  to  observe,  that 
'* winter  lingering  chills  the  lap  of  May."  Sudden  changes  of 
temperature  are  experienced,  which  are  governed  very  much  by 
the  course  and  changes  of  the  wind.  Nature  appears  suddenly  to 
have  been  awakened  from  her  torpid  state. 

AH  eyes  are  now  directed  to  the  east,  not  because  the  sun  rises 
tkere,  but  it  is  the  course  from  which,  in  our  position,  we  expect 
intelligence  by  vessels.  We  expect  a  deliverance  from  our  winter's 
iscareeration. 
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6th.  Lake  Saperior  appears  to  be  entirely  open.  A  gentleman 
attached  to  the  Boundary  Survey  at  Fort  William  writes  to  me, 
under  this  date,  that  the  bay  at  that  place  is  free  from  ice,  so  as 
to  permit  them  to  resume  their  operations.  They  had  been  wait- 
ing for  this  occurrence  for  two  weeks  previously. 

8th.  It  is  a  year  since  I  received  from  the  President  (Mr.  Mon- 
roe) a  commission  as  agent i  for  ^these  tribes;  and  it  is  now  more 
probable  than  it  then  was  that  my  residence  here  may  assume  a 
character  of  permanency.  I  do  not,  however,  cease  to  hope  that 
Providence  has  a  more  eligible  situation  in  reserve  for  me. 

9th.  '^  Little  things,*'  says  Dr.  Johnson,  ''  are  not  valued,  when 
they  aro  done  by  those  who  cannot  do  greater."  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son uniformly  spelled  knowledge  without  a  tr,  which  might  not  be 
mentioned,  had  he  not  written  the  Notes  on  Virginia^  and  the 
Declaration  of  Independence. 

10th.  A  trader  proceeded  with  a  boat  into  Lake  Superior,  which 
gives  assurance  that  this  great  inland  sea  is  open  for  navigation. 
White  fish  appeared  in  the  rapids,  which  it  is  said  they  never  do 
while  there  is  running  ice. 

11th.  Stcarn  sums  up  the  points  requisite  for  remembrance  by 
posterity,  in  these  four  things — ^' Plant  a  tree,  write  a  book^  build 
a  house,  and  get  a  child.*'  Watts  has  a  deeper  tone  of  morality 
when  he  says — 

"We  should  leave  our  nameSt  our  heirs. 
Old  time  and  waning  moons  sweep  all  the  rest  away.'' 

12th.  When  last  at  Washington,  Dr.  Thornton,  of  the  Patent 
Office,  detained  me  some  time  talking  of  the  powers  of  the  letters 
of  the  English  alphabet.  He  drew  a  strong  lin6  of  distinction 
between  the  names  and  the  sounds  of  the  consonants.  2/,  for  in- 
stance, called  el^  was  sounded  ife,  &c. 

Philology  is  one  of  the  keys  of  knowledge  which,  I  think,  admits  of 
its  being  said  that,  although  it  is  rather  rusty,  the  rust  is,  however,  a 
proof  of  its  antiquity.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  more  true  light 
is  destined  to  be  thrown  on  the  history  of  the  Indians  by  a  study 
of  their  languages  than  of  their  traditio.^s,  or  any  other  feature. 

The  tendency  of  modern  inquiries  into  languages  seems  rather 
to  have  been  to  multiply  than  to  simplify.  I  do  not  believe  we 
have  more  than  three  mother  stocks  of  languages  in  all  the  United 
States  east  of  the  Mississippi,  embracing  also  large  portipna  t>f 
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territory  west  of  it,  namely,  the  Algonquin,  Iroquois,  and  what 
may  be  called  Apallachian.     Perhaps  a  little  Dakota. 

15th.  Our  first  vessel  for  the  season  arrived  this  day.  If  by  a 
patient  series  of  inquiries,  during  the  winter,  vre  had  calculated 
the  appearance  of  a  comet,  and  found  our  data  verified  by  its 
actual  appearance,  it  could  not  be  a  subject  of  deeper  interest 
than  the  bringing  ashore  of  the  ship's  mail.  Had  we  not  gone  to 
so  remote  a  position,  we  could  not  possibly  ever  have  become 
aware  how  deeply  we  are  indebted  to  the  genius  and  discoveries  of 
Cadmus  and  Faust,  whose  true  worshippers  are  the  corps  editorial. 
Now  for  a  carnival  of  letters. 

Reading,  reading,  reading,  "Big  and  small,  scraps  and  all." 

If  editors  of  newspapers  knew  the  avidity  with  which  their 

articles  are  read  by  persons  isolated  as  we  are,  I  have  the  charity 

to  believe  they  would  devote  a  little  more  time,  and  exert  a  little 

more  candor,  in  penning  them.    For,  after  all,  how  large  a  portion 

of  all  that  a  newspaper  contains  is,  at  least  to  remote  readers, 

^'flat,  stale,  and  unprofitable."    The  mind  soon  reacts,  and  asks  if 

this  be  valuable  news. 

f  I  observed  the  Erythronium  dens  caniSj  and  Panax  trifolium 
appeared  in  flower  on  the  25th. 

28M.  The  schooner  "Recovery"  arrived  from  Fort  William  on 
the  north  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  bringing  letters  and  despatches, 
political  and  commercial.  Mr.  Siveright,  the  agent  of  the  H.  B. 
C,  kindly  sent  over  to  me,  for  my  perusal,  a  letter  of  intelligence 
from  an  American  gentleman  in  the  North. 

2[W,  I  have,  for  some  time,  relinquished  the  expectation  of 
being  selected  to  conduct  the  exploring  party,  intended  to  be 
ordered  by  government,  into  the  region  of  the  St.  Peter's,  at  least 
the  present  season.     A  letter  of  this  date  terminates  the  uncer- 
tainty.   *' Major  Delafield/'  says  a  correspondent,  "informs  me 
that  an  exploring  party  has  been  ordered  under  Major  Long,  to 
niake  the  tour  which  was  intended  for  you.     Why  this  arrange- 
ment has  been  made,  and  the  original  plan  abandoned,  I  cannot 
conjectiu-e,  unless  it  resulted  from  the  necessity  of  placing  a  mili- 
tary officer  at  the  head  of  the  party.    I  presume  this  was  the  fact, 
for  I  am  certain  that  the  change  in  the  project  did  not  arise  from 
Vij  feeling  in  Mr.  C.*s  mind  unfriendly,  or  even  indifferent  to  you. 
Upon  that  subject  I  can  speak  definitely,  and  say  to  you,  that  you 
12 
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have  a  hold  upon  his  esteem,  not  to  be  shaken."  Thus  falls  an- 
other cherished  hope,,  namely,  that  of  leading  an  expedition  to  the 
North. 

r 

30th.  Minute  particulars  are  often  indicative  of  general  changes. 
This  is  the  first  day  that  the  mosquito  has  appeared.  The  weather 
for  a  few  days  has  been  warm.  Vegetation  suddenly  put  forth; 
the  wild  cherry,  &c.,  is  now  in  bloomi  and  gardening  has  com* 
menced  with  fine  prospects. 

QlsL  Odjibwa  language, — 'There  are  .two  generic  words  ia  the 
concrete  forms  of  the  Chippewa  for  water  or  a  liquid,  in  addition  to 
the  common  term  neebi.  They  are  aubo  and  gomee.  Both  are  mani- 
festly compounds,  but,  in  our  present  state  of  knowledge,  thej  may 
be  temporarily  considered  as  elements  of  other  compounds.  Thps, 
if  the  letter  n  be  prefixed  to  the  former,  and  the  sound  of  b  suf- 
fixed, the  result  is  the  term  for  soup,  ruJ^ob.  If  to  the  same  ele- 
ment of  auboy  the  word  for  fire,  iscodaj  be  prefixed,  the  result  ia 
their  name  for  ardent  spirits,  iscodawaboj  literally  fire-ifi^ter.  In 
the  latter  case,  the  letter  w  is  thrown  in  as  a  coalescent  between 
the  sound  of  a,  as  a  in  hate ;  and  the  a,  as  a  in  fall;  This  ie 
out  of  a  mere  regard  to  euphony. 

"If  they  (the  Chippewas)  say  *A  man  loves  me,'  or  *  I, love  a 
man,*  is  there  any  variation  in  the  word  man  ?"  They  do  not  use 
the  word  man  in  either  of  these  instances.  The  adjective  white 
takes  the  animate  pronoun  form  in  iz  ziy  by  which  the  object  be- 
loved is  indicated,  waub-uhk-iz-ze  Saugiau. 

"Does  the  object  precede  or  follow  the  verb?"  Generally,  it 
precedes  the  verb.    Fish,  have  you  any  ?  not,  Have  you  any  fish  ? 

The  substantive  preceded  the  verb  in  the  organization  of  the 
language.  Things  were  before  the  motion  of  things,  or  the  acts 
or  passions  of  men  which  led  to  motion  and  emotion.  Hence,  all 
substances  are  changed  into  and  used  as  verbs. 

I  this  day  completed  and  transmitted  the  results  of  my  philo- 
logical inquiries,  hoping  they  might  prove  acceptable  to  the  dis- 
tinguished individual  to  whom  they  were  addressed,  and  help  to 
advance  the  subject.  This  subject  is  only  laid  aside  by  the  call  of 
business,  and  to  be  efiectual  must  be  again  resumed  with  the  re- 
currence of  our  long  winter  evenings. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

■ 

0«tliiies  of  th«  Ineldeats  of  tlie  sammer  of  1823 — GUneo  at  tli«  geography 
<ji  the  lake  eottntiy — Cottcretioa  of  aluminous  earth — General  Wayne's 
body  aatarally  embalmed  ^y  this  property  of  the  soil  of  Erio-^Free  and 
^asy  manaers — Bouodaxy  Survey — An  old  friend — Western  oommerct 
—The  AiBstias  of  Texas  memory — Oollisioa  of  civil  and  military  power — 
Advants^es  of  a  visit  to  Europe, 

1823,  June  lOtlu  Mr,  Thomas  Tousey ,  of  Virginia,  writes  from 
Philadelphia,  after  completing  a  tour  to  the  West :  ^^  The  reading  of 
boob  and  looking  at  maps  make  a  fugitive  impression  on  the  mind, 
oonptred  to  the  ocular  view  and  examination  of  a  country,  which 
Bake  it  seem  as  though  we  cannot  obtain  valuable  information,  or 
Bonfy  to  serve  a  valuable  purpose,  without  great  personal  labor,  fa- 
tigue, and  often  danger.  This  was  much  verified  to  my  satisfaction, 
frtxa  a  view  of  the  great  western  lakes ;  the  interesting  position 
where  you  are — Mackinaw,  Green  Bay,  the  fine  country  between 
Green  Bay  and  Chicago,  and  Chicago  itself,  and  the  whole  country 
between  the  latter  place  and  St.  Louis. 

"Without  seeing  that  country,  supposed  by  many  to  be  the  re- 
gi(»  of  cold  and  sterility,  I  could  not  have  believed  there  was  in 
it  such  a  store  of  blessings  yet  to  be  drawn  forth  by  the  labor  and 
enterprise  of  man,  for  succeeding  generations.  As  yet,  there  are 
too  many  objects  to  tempt  and  attract  the  avarice  of  man  to  more 
mild,  but  more  dangerous  climates.  But  the  progress  of  popula- 
tion and  improvement  is  certain  in  many  parts  of  the  country, 
*nd  with  them  will  be  connected  prosperity  and  happiness. 

"When  it  is  considered  what  a  small  population  of  civilized 
beings  inhabit  that  part  of  the  world,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
that  80  little  knowledge  about  it  exists.  I  went  from  Green  Bay, 
with  the  Express,  where  but  few  people  ever  travel,  which  was  at- 
tended with  fatigue  and  danger ;  but  tlie  journey  produced  this  con- 
viction on  my  mind,  that  the  Michigan  Territory  has  in  it  a  great 
extent  of  fine  country. 
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"  I  regard  Green  Bay,  at  the  mouth  of  Fdx  River,  and  Chicago, 
as  two  very  important  positions,  particularly  the  latter.  For  many 
years  I  have  felt  a  most  anxious  desire  to  see  the  country  between 
Chicago  and  the  Illinois  (River),  where  it  has  generally  been,  ignO- 
rantly,  supposed  that  only  a  small  isum  would  be  wanting  to  open  It 
communication  between  them.  By  traveling  on  horseback  through 
the  country,  and  down  the  Illinois,  I  have  conceived  a  different 
and  more  exalted  opinion  of  this  communication,  and  of  the 
country,  than  I  had  before,  while  I  am  convinced  that  it  will  .he 
attended  with  a  much  greater  expense  to  open  it  than  I  had  sup- 
posed.* 

'^  I,  with  my  two  companions,  found  your  fossil  tree,  in  the  Des 
Plaines,  with  considerable  labor  and  difficulty.  This  I  anticipated, 
from  the  commonly  reputed  opinion  of  the  uncommon  height  of 
the  waters.  With  your  memoir  in  my  hand,  we  rode  up  and  down 
the  waters  till  the  pursuit  was  abandoned  ^by  the  others,  iiehil^  my 
own  curiosity  and  zeal  did  not  yield  till  it  was  discovered.  The 
detached  pieces  were  covered  with  twelve  to 'twenty  inches  of  water, 
and  each  of  us  broke  from  them  as  Inuch  as  we  could  well  bring 
away.  I  showed  them  to  Col.  Benton,  the  Senator  in  St.  Louis ; 
to  Major  O'Fallon ;  Col.  Strother,  and  other  gentlemen  there  ;  to 
Mr.  BIrkbeck  in  Wanboro' ;  to  Mr.  Rapp  in  Harmony ;  and  to  a 
number  of  dififerent  people,  through  the  countries  I  traveled,  till 
my  arrival  in  Virginia. 

"  On  my  arrival  here  (Philadelphia),  I  handed  the  pieces  to  Mr. 
Solomon  W.  Conrad,  who  delivers  lectures  on  mineralogy,  which 
he  made  partly  the  subject  of  one  of  his  lectures.  Since  thjit,  I 
had  a  piece  of  it  made  into  a  hone,  and  I  had  marked  on  it, 
*  Schoolcraft's  Fossil  Tree.' 

**  Brooke's  Gazetteer j  improved  by  Darby,  has  been  ready  for 
delivery  three  or  four  months,  and  is  allowed  to  be  a  most  valuable 
book.  He  is,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  truly  poor,  while  his  labor  is  in- 
cessant. He  set  out,  several  weeks  since,  to  deliver  lectures  in 
the  country,  where  he  will  probably  continue  through  the  summer.'* 

IGth.  J.  D.  Poty,  Esq.,  writes  from  Detroit  that  a  District 
Court  has  been  established  by  Congress  in  the  upper  country — 
that  he  has  been  appointed  to  the  judgeship,  and  will  hold  a  court 

*  The  Illinois  Canal  now  exists  here. 
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at  Michilimackinack,  on  the  third  Monday  in  July.  A  beginning 
bag  thus  been  iDode  in  civil  jurisdiction  among  us  benighted  dwell- 
ers on  this  ftr-off  land  of  (rod's  creation.  He  states,  also,  the 
passage  of  a  law  for  claimants  to  lands,  which  have  been  occupied 
aiiioe  1812.     Where  law  goes,  civilization  will  soon  follow. 

23J.  CKles  Sanford,  of  Erie  (Penn.),  sends  me  some  curious 
speounens  of  the  concrete  alum-slate  of  that  vicinity — they  are 
columnar,  fan-shaped — and  requests  a  description.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  presence  of  strong  aluminous  liquids  in  the  soil  of 
that  area  h^  a  tendency  to  preserve  the  flesh  on  General  Wayne's 
body,  which  was  found  undecayed  when,  after  twenty  years'  burial, 
they  removed  it  to  Radnor  church,  in  Philadelphia. 

28cA*  Governor  C.  sends  me  a  pamphlet  of  additional  in- 
quiries, founded  chiefly  on  my  replies^  respecting  the  Indian  lan- 
guages. He  says — ^'You  see,  I  have  given  new  scope  to  your 
inquries,  and  added  much  to  your  labors.  But  it  S  impracticable, 
without  such  assistance  as  you  can  render  me,  to  make  any  pro- 
gresB.  I  find  so  few — so  very  few— who  are  competent  to  a  rational 
investigation  of  die  subject,  that  those  who  are  so  must  be  loaded 
with  a  dovble  burden." 

July  6tK  Hr,  Harry.  Thompson,  of  Black  Rock,  N.  Y.,  writes 
me  that  he  duly  forwarded,  by  a  careful  teamster,  my  three  lost 
boxes  of  minerals,  shells,  &c.,  collected  in  the  Wabash  Valley,  Mis- 
souri, and  Illinois,  in  1821,  and  that  they  were  received  by  Mr. 
Meech  of  Geneva,  and  forwarded  by  him  to  E.  B.  Shearman 
k  Co.,  Utica.  The  loss  of  these  collections  of  1821  seems  to  me 
very  grievous. 

I9th.   Judge   t)oty  writes   from    Mackinac:    "  Believing   the 

winds  and  fates  to  have  been  propitious,  I  trust  you  had  a  speedy, 

safe,  and  pleasant  passage  to  your  home.     A  boat  arrived  this 

morning,  but  I  heard  nothing.     Mr.  Morrison  leaves  this  evening, 

and  I  forward,   by   him,   your   dictionary,   with   many — many 

thanks  for  the  use.      We  completed  the  copy  of  it  last  evening, 

miking  seventy-five  pages  of  letter  paper.     I  hope  I  shall  be  able 

to  return  you  the  favor,  and  give  you  soon  some  7iice  Sioux  words." 

August  oth.  Judge  Doty,  in  a  letter  of  thanks  for  a  book,  and 

some  philological  suggestions,  transmits  a  list  of  inquiries  on  the 

legal  code  of  the  Indians — a  rather  hard  subject — in  which,  quo- 
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tations  nrast  not  be  Coke  upon  lattleton,  but  tbe  law  of  UmuAmmi 
upon  eranium$. 

^^The  Sionz/'  be  says,  "must  be  slippery  fellows  indeed,  if  I 
do  not  aqueese  their  language,  and  Bey^ral  other  Talnable  thingg^ 
out  of  them  next  winter.  I  expect  to  leare  for  the  Miasisaippi 
this  week,  in  a  barge,  with  Mr.  Rolette.'' 

6th.  Mr.  D.  H.  Barnes,  of  the  Kew  York  Jijcenm  of  Ns- 
toral  History,  reports  that  the  shells  sent  to  him  from  the  ibosth 
of  the  Colombia,  and  with  which  the  Indians  garnish  their  ponchas, 
are  a  species  of  the  Dentalinm,  particularly  described  in  Jewett's 
^  Narrative  of  the  Loss  of  the  Ship  Boston  at  Nootka  Sound.*'  He 
transmits  proof  plates  of  the  fresh  water  shells  collected  by  Phh 
fessor  Douglass  and  myself  on  the  late  expedition  to  the  sources 
of  the  Mississippi. 

ll^A.  Tbe  Adjutant-General  of  the  Territory,  General  J. 
B.  Williams,  tilnsmits  me  a  commission  as  captain  of  an  inde* 
pendent  company  of  militia  infantry,  with  a  view,  it  is  presumed^ 
on  the  part  of  the  executire,  that  it  will  tend  to  strengthen,  ibt 
capacity  of  resistance  to  an  Indian  combination  on  this  frontier. 

20th.  Mr.  Giles  Sanford,  of  Erie,  sends  me  a  specimen  of 
gypsum  from  Sandusky  Bay,  and  a  specimen  of  the  strontiat- 
yielding  limestone  of  Pat-in-Bay,  Lake  Erie.. 

September  10th.  Judge  Doty  writes  from  Prairie  du  Chien,  thai 
he  had  a  pleasant  passage,  with  his  family,  of  fifteen  days  from 
Mackinaw;  that  he  is  pleased  with  the  place;  and  that  the  delegate 
election  went  almost  unanimously  for  Major  Biddle.  A  specimen 
of  native  copper,  weighing  four  pounds,  was  found  by  Mr.  BoIviUy 
at  PLue  River,  a  tributary  from  the  north  of  the  Wisconsin, 
agreeing  in  its  characters  with  those  in  my  cabinet  from  the  basin 
of  Iiake  Superior. 

IStA.  Dr.  John  Bigsby,  of  Nottingham,  England,  writes 
from  the  North- West  House,  that  he  arrived  yesterday  from 
the  Boundary  Survey,  and  is  desirous  oi  exchanging  some  of  his 
geological  and  conchological  specimens  for  species  in  my  possession. 
The  doctor  has  a  very  bustling,  clerk-like  manner,  which  does  not 
impress  one  with  the  quiet  and  repose  of  a  philosopher.  He  evi- 
dently thinks  we  Americans,  at  this  remote  point,  are  mere  barba- 
rians, and  have  some  shrewd  design  of  making  a  chowder,  or  a 
speculation  out  of  our  granites,  and  agates,  and  native  copper.   Not 
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look  or  word,  howeyer,  of  mine  was  pennitted  to  disturb  the 
^ntleman  in  his  stilted  notions. 

16th.  Major   Joseph    Delafield,   with    his  party,  report    the 

Survey  as  completed  to  the  contemplated  point  on 

Lake  of  the  Woods,  as  called  for  by  the  Treaty  of  Ghent. 

ease  and  repose  of  the  major*a  manners  contrast  rather  fa- 

orably  with  the  fussiness  of  the  British  subs. 

26th.  Mr.    Felix   Hinchman,  of  Mackinac,  transmits  returns 
f  the  recent  delegate  election,  denoting  the  election  of  Major 
33iddle,  by  a  rather  close  run,  oyer  the  Catholic  priest  Richard. 

October  9f  A.  Mr.  W.  H.  Shearman  of  Vernon,  New  York,  writes 

-that  my  boxes  of  minerals  and  fresh  water  shells  are  irretrievably 

lost ;  that  Mr.  Meech,  of  Gedeva,  remains  mum  on  the  subject ;  and 

^tiiat  they  have  not  arrived  at  Utica.    Hard  fate  thus  to  be  despoiled 

of  the  fruits  of  my  labor ! 

14fA.  Mr.  Ebenezer  Brigham  of  Springfietd,  Illinois,  an 
honest  gentleman  with  whom  I  embarked  at  Pittsburgh,  in  the 
spring  of  1818,  for  the  great  West  and  the  land  of  fortune,  writes 
a  letter  of  friendly  reminiscences  and  sympathies  at  my  success, 
particularly  in  getting  a  healthy  location.  Brigh&m  was  to  have 
been  one  of  my  adventurous  party  at  Potosi,  in  the  fall  of  1818, 
but  the  fever  and  ague  laid  violent  hands  on  him.  He  managed 
to  reach  Potosi,  but  only  to  bid  me  good-by,  and  a  God-speed. 

"In  this  country,"  he  says,  "life  is  at  least  fifty  per  cent,  below 
par  in  the  months  of  August  and  September.     I  have  often  thought 
that  I  run  as  great  a  risk  every  season  which  I  spend  here,  as  I 
vould  in  an  ordinary  battle.     I  really  believe  it  seldom  happens 
that  a  greater  proportion  of  an  army  fall  victims  to  the  sword, 
during  a  campaign,  than  there  was,  of  the  inhabitants  of  Illinois, 
f&Ubg  victims  to  disease  during  a  season  that  I  have  been  here." 
"  I  have  little  doubt  but  the  trade  of  this  part  of  the  State  of 
Binois  will  pass  through  that  channel  (the  northern  lakes).     Our 
produce  is  of  a  description  that  ought  to  find  its  way  to  a  north- 
ern market,  and  that,  too,  without  passing  through  a  tropical  cli- 
mate.   Our  pork  and  beef  may  arrive  at  Chicago  with  nearly  the 
same  ease  that  it  can  at  St.  Louis ;  and,  if  packed  there  and  taken 
through  the  lakes,  would  be  much  more  valuable  than  if  taken 
by  the  way  of  the  South;  besides,  the  posts  spoken  of  (Chicago, 


184  PERSONAL  MEMOIRS. 

Green  Bay,  &;c.)  may  possibly  be  supplied  cheaper  from  this  than 
any  other  source." 

'^  Moses  Austin,  I  presume  you  have  heard,  is  dead,  and  his  son 
Stephen  is  acting  a  very  conspicuous  part  in  the  province  of  Tezais. 
Old  Mr.  Bates,  and  his  son  William,  of  Herculaneum,  both  died 
last  summer." 

'^  I  should  like  to  know  if  the  same  warlike  disposition  appeara 
amongst  the  northern  Indians  that  does  amongst  those  of  the  west. 
Nearly,  or  quite  every  expedition  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi 
in  the  fur  trade,  this  seasoi^,  has  been  attacked  by  diiferent  tribes, 
and  some  have  been  defeated  and  robbed,  and  a  great  many  lives 
have  been  lost.  Those  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  place,  to  wit, 
the  Kickapoos  and  Potawattomies,  are  getting  cross  and  troable- 
sbme.  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  a  war  with  the  Indians  gene- 
rally ishould  take  place  soon.  The  troops  at  the  Council  Blufi 
have  found  it  neoessary  to  chastise  one  tribe  already*  (the  Aurick- 
arees),  which  they  have  done  pretty  effectually,  having  killed  a 
goodly  number,  and  burnt  their  towns." 

19th.  Governor  C.  writes,  in  response  to  a  letter  detailing 
difficulties  which  have  arisen  on  this  frontier  between  the 
military  and  citizens :  ^^  Military  gentlemen,  when  stationed  at 
remote  posts,  t6o  often  'feel  power  and  forget  right,'  and  the  his- 
tory of  our  army  is  replete  with  instances  proving  incontestably 
by  how  frail  a  tenure  our  liberties  would  be  held,  were  it  not  for 
the  paramount  authority  and  redeeming  spirit  of  our  civil  institu- 
tions." 

"  I  thank  you,"  he  observes,  "  for  the  specimens  of  copper  you 
have  sent  me.  I  participate  with  you  in  your  feelings  upon  the 
important  discovery  you  have  been  the  instrument  of  communicat- 
ing to  the  world,  respecting  the  existence  of  that  metal  upon  the 
long  point  of  Lake  Superior.  This  circumstance,  in  conjunction 
with  Others,  will,  I  hope,  lead  to  a  congressional  appropriation,  at 
the  next  session,  for  exploring  that  country,  and  making  such  pur- 
chases of  the  Indians  as  may  promise  the  valuable  supplies." 

^'  My  Indian  materials  are  rapidly  accumulating;  but,  unfortu- 
nately, they  are  more  valuable  for  quantity  than  quality.  It  is 
almost  impossible  to  rely  upon  the  information  which  is  communi- 
cated to  me  on  the  subject  of  the  languages.  There  is  a  lamenta- 
ble obtuseness  of  intellect  manifested  in  both  collector  and  con- 
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tributor;  and  there  is  no  systematic  arrangement — no  analytical 
process,  and,  in  fact,  no  correctness  of  detaU.  I  may  safely  say 
that  what  I  receiyed  from  you  is  more  yaluable  than  all  my  other 
stock. 

^^It  has  recurred  to  me  that  you  ought  to  visit  Europe.  Don't 
startle  at  the  suggestion !  I  have  thought  of  it  frequently.  You 
might  easily  procure  some  person  to  execute  your  duties,  &c.,  and 
I  think  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  procuring  permission  from 
the  goyemment.  .  I  speak,  however,  without  book.  Think  of  the 
matter.  I  see  incalculable  advantages  which  would  result  to  you 
from  it,  and  you  would  go  under  very  favorable  auspices,  and  with 
a  rich  harvest  of  literary  fame." 

28d.  B.  F.  Stickney,  Esq.,  writes  on  the  occasion  of  not  hav- 
ing earlier  acknowledged  my  memoir  on  the  Fossil  Tree  of  the  Des 
PluneB,in  Illinois.  '^  How  little  we  know  of  the  laws  of  nature/* 
heobserveSy  ^^of  which  we  profess  to  know  so  much/' 
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CHAPTER    XX. 

Incidents  of  the  year  1824 — Indian  researches — Diiper^e  idioms  of  the  Ottoum 
and*  Chippewa — Conflict  of  opinion  between  the  ciVil  and  military  antlkori- 
ties  of  the  pla^e — A  winter  of  seclasion  well  spentr-Si.  Paul's  ideft  of 
languages — Examples  in  the  Chippewa — The  Chi]ppewaa  pan  form  of  tho 
Algonquin — Religion  in  the  wilderness — Incidents— Congrefsional  exoito- 
mentis — Commercial  view  of  the  copper  mine  question — ^Trip  to  Tackwy* 
menon  Falls,  in  Lake  Superior. 

1824.  Jan.  1^.  As  booh  as  the  busine^  season  closedy  I  re- 
sumed my  Indian  researches. 

General  C.  writes :  "  The  result  of  your  inquiries  into  th^ 
Indian  language  is  highly  valuable  and  satisfactory.  I  return 
you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  papers.  I  have  examined  them 
attentively.  I  should  be  happy  to  have  you  prosecute  your  in- 
quiries into  the  manners,  customs,  &c.,  of  the  Indians.  You  are 
favorably  situated,  and  have  withal  such  unconquerable  persever- 
ance, that  I  must  tax  you  more  than  other  persons.  My  stock  of 
materials,  already  ample,  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  many  new  and 
important  facts  have  been  disclosed.  It  is  really  surprising  that 
so  little  valuable  information  has  been  given  to  the  world  6n  this 
subject.** 

Mr.  B.  F.  Stickney,  formerly  an  agent  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana, 
writes  from  Depot  (now  Toledo) :  "  I  am  pleased  to  see  that  your 
mind  is  engaged  on  the  Chippewa  language.  It  affords  a  field 
sufficiently  extensive  for  the  range  of  all  the  intellect  and  industry 
that  the  nation  can  bring  iiito  action.  If  the  materials  already 
collected  should,  after  a  scrutiny  and  arrangement,  be  thrown 
upon  the  literary  world,  it  would  excite  so  much  interest  as  not 
to  permit  the  inquiry  thus  to  stop  at  the  threshold.  It  is  really 
an  original  inquiry  concerning  the  operations  of  the  human 
mind,  wherein  a  portion  of  the  human  race,  living  apart 
from  the  rest,  have  independently  devised  means  for  the  inter- 
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change  of  thoughts  and  ideas.  Their  grammatical  rules  are  so 
widely  different  from  all  onr  European  fonns  that  it  foreea  the 
mind  to  a  retrospective  view  of  first  principles* 

^^I  have  observed  the  differences  you  mention  between  the 
Ottowa  and  Chippewa    dialects.     Notwithstanding    I  conceive 
them  to  be  (as  jon  observe)  radically  the  same  language,  I  think 
there  is  less  difference  between  the  band'  of  Ottowas  yon  men- 
tion, of  L^Arhre   Oroehey  than  the   Ottowas  of  this  vicinity. 
It   appears    that    their    languages   are  subject    to  very    rapid 
chsnges.    From  not  being  written,  they  have  no  standard  to  resort 
to,  and  I  have  observed  it  demonstrated  in  bands  of  the  same 
tribe,  residing  at  considerable  distances  from  each  other,  and  hav* 
ing  but  little  intercourse  for  half  a  century;  these  have  with  diffi- 
eoltj  been  able  to  understand  each  other. 

"I  am  pleased  to  learn  that  you  are  still  advancing  the  sciences 
of  mineralogy  and  conchology.  Your  discovery  of  native  silver 
imbedded  in  native  copper  is  certainly  a  very  extraordinary  one.'* 
28tA.  Major  £.  Cutler,  commanding  officer,  applies  to  me,  as 
t  magistrate,  to  prosecute  all  citizens  who  have  settled  on  the 
reserve  at  St.  Mary's,  and  opened  ^' shops  for  the  sale  of  liqu(Ar.'* 
Not  being  a  public  prosecuting  attorney,  it  does  not  appear  how 
this  can  at  all  be  done,  without  his  designating  the  names  of  the 
offenders,  and  the  offences  for  which  they  are  to  be  tried. 

80fA.  The  same  officer  reports  that  his  duties  will  not  per* 
mit  him  to  erect  quarters  for  the  Indian  agent,  which  he  is  re- 
spired to  put  up,  till  another  year.  If  this  stop  is  to  be  regarded, 
u  it  seems,  as  a  retaliatory  measure  for  my  not  issuing  process, 
fn  fflme,  against  the  citizens,  without  he  or  his  subordinates  con- 
descending to  name  individuals,  it  manifests  an  utter  ignorance  of 
the  first  principles  of  law,  and  is  certainly  a  queer  request  to  be 
made  of  a  justice  of  the  peace.  Nor  does  it  appear  how  the  adop- 
tion of  such  whims  or  assumptions  is  compatible  with  a  just  official 
comity  or  an  enlarged  sense  of  public  duty,  on  his  part,  and  pointed 
instructions,  to  boot,  in  co-operating  with  the  Indian  department 
on  a  remote  and  exposed  frontier. 

There  seems  to  be  a  period,  on  the  history  of  the  frontiers,  where 
conflicts  between  the  military  and  civil  authorities  are  almost  in- 
evitable ;  but  there  are,  perhaps,  few  examples  to  be  found  where 
the  former  power  has  been  more  aggressively  and  offensively 
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exercised  than  it  has  been  under  the  martinet  who  is  now  in 
command  at  this  post.  It  is  an  ancient  point  of  settlement  by 
the  French,  who  are  generally  a  mild  and  obliging  people,  and 
disposed  to  submit  to  authorities.  Some  of  these  are  descended 
from  persons  who  settled  here  Under  Loms  XIV.  That  a  few 
Americans  have  followed  the  troops  with  more  rigid  views  of  private 
rights,  and  who  cannot  be  easily  trampled  on,  is  true.  And  the  mill* 
tary  have,  justly,  no  doubt,  felt  annoyances,  from  a  freedom  of  trade 
with  the  soldiery,  who  cannot  be  kept  within  their  pickets  by 
bayonets  and  commands.  But  he  must  be  far  gone  in  his  sublimated 
notions  of  self-complacency  and  temporary  importance  who  sup- 
poses that  a  magistrate  would  surrender  his  sense  of  independencey 
and  impartiality  between  man  and  man,  by  assuming  new  and  un« 
heard-of  duties,  at  the  beck  of  a  military  functionary  who  happens 
to  overrate  his  own,  or  misjudge  another's  position. 

March 'Slst.  I  have  given  no  little  part  of  the  winter  to  aze- 
vision  of  my  manuscript  journal  of  travels  through  the  Miami  and 
Wabash  Valleys  in  1821.  The  season  has  been  severe,  and  offered 
few  inducements  to  go  beyond  the  pale  of  the  usual  walk  to  my  offioe, 
the  cantonment,  and  to  the  village  seated  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids. 
Variety,  in  this  pursuit,  has  been  sought,  in  turning  from  the  trans- 
cription of  these  records  of  a  tourist  to  the  discussion  of  the 
principles  of  the  Indian  languages — a  labor,  if  literary  amuse- 
ment can  be  deemed  a  labor,  which  was  generally  adjourned  from 
my  office,  to  be  resumed  in .  the  domestic  circle  during  the  long 
winter  evenings.  A  moral  enjoyment  has  seldom  yielded  more  of 
the  fruits  of  pleasure.  In  truth,  the  winter  has  passed  almost 
imperceptibly  away.  Tempests  howled  around  us,  without  dimin* 
ishing  our  comforts.  We  often  stood,  in  the  clear  winter  evenings, 
to  gaze  at  the  splendid  displays  of  the  Aurora  BoreaUs.  The  cari* 
ole  was  sometimes  put  in  requisition.  We  sometimes  tied  on  the 
augim,  or  snow-shoe,  and  ventured  over  drifts  of  snowi  whose 
depth  rendered  them  impassable  to  the  horse.  We  assembled 
twice  a  week,  at  a  room,  to  listen  to  the  chaste  preaching  of  a 
man  of  deep-toned  piety  and  sound  judgment,  whose  life  and 
manners  resemble  an  apostle's. 

In  looking  back  at  the  scenes  and  studies  of  such  a  season, 
there  was  little  to  regret,  and  much  to  excite  in  the  mind  pleasing 
vistas  of  hope  and  anticipation.     The  spring  CMue   with  less 
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obBervation  than  had  been  deyoted  to  the  "winter  previous;  and  the 
nsaal  harbingers  of  advancing  warmth — the  small  singing  birds  and 
northern  flowers — were  present  ere  we  were  well  aware  of  their 
welcome  appearance. 

Hope  is  a  flower  that  fills  the  sentient  mind 
With  sweets  of  rapturous  and  of  heavenly  kind ; 
And  those,  who  in  her  gardens  love  to  tread, 
Alone  can  tell  how  soft  the  odors  spread. 

HXTHEBWOLD. 

April  2(kh.  "  There  are,  it  may  be,"  says  Paul,  "  many  kinds 
of  voices  in  the  world,  and  none  of  them  is  without  signification.'' 
It  could  easily  be  proved  tliat  many  of  these  voices  are  very  rude ; 
bnt  it  would  take  more  philological  acumen  than  was  possessed  bj 
Home  Tooke  to  prove  that  any  of  them  are  without  ^'  significa* 
lion."  By  the  way,  Tooke's  "  Diversions  of  Purley"  does  not 
seem  to  me  so  odd  a  title  as  it  once  appeared. 

C.  writes  to  me,  under  this  date,  "  I  pray  you  to  push  your 
pbilological  inquiries  as  far  as  possible ;  and  to  them,  add  such 
views  as  you  may  be  able  to  collect  of  the  various  topics  embraced 
in  my  plan." 

There  is,  undoubtedly,  some  danger  that,  in  making  the  In- 
dian history  and  languages  a  topic  of  investigation,  tlie  great 
practicable  objects  of  their  reclamation  may  be  overlooked.  We 
should  be  careful,  while  cultivating  the  mere  literary  element,  not 
to  palliate  our  delinquencies  in  philanthropic  efforts  in  their  behalf, 
wider  the  notion  that  nothing  can  be  effectively  done,  that  the  In- 
dian is  not  accessible  to  moral  truths,  and  that  former  efforts  hav- 
ing failed  of  general  results,  such  as  those  of  Eliot  and  Brainerd, 
they  are  beyond  the  reach  of  ordinary  means.  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  that  the  error  lies  just  here — that  is,  in  the  belief  that  some 
extraordinary  effort  is  thought  to  be  necessary,  that  their  sons 
must  be  cooped  up  in  boarding-schools  and  colleges,  where  they  are 
taught  many  things  wholly  unsuited  to  their  condition  and  wants, 
while  the  mass  of  the  tribes  is  left  at  home,  in  the  forests,  in 
their  ignorance  and  vices,  untaught  and  neglected. 

In  the  exemplification  of  St.  Paul's  idea,  that  all  languages  are 
given  to  men,  with  an  exact  significance  of  words  and  forms,  and 
therefore  not  vaguely,  there  is  the  highest  warrant  for  their  study ; 
and  the  time  thus  devoted  cannot  be  deemed  as  wasted  or  thrown 
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awfty.  How  shall  a  man  say  ^^  raca,''  or  ^^  that  fox/*  if  there  be 
Dp  equivalents  for  the  words  in  barbaf ous  languages  ?  The  truth 
is  that  this  people  find  no  difficulty  in  expressing  the  exact  mean-  ^ 
ings,  although  the  form  of  the  words  is  peculiar.  The  derogative 
sense  of  sly  and  cunning,  which  is,  iu  the  original,  implied  by  the 
demonstrative  pronoun  '^  that,**  a  Chippewa  would  express  by  a  mere 
iliflection  of  the  word  fox,  conveying  a .  bad  or  reproachful  idea ; 

'  and  the  pronoun  canhot  be  charged  with  an  ironical  meAtiing. 

In  ke-batHUz-zCj  which  is  an  equivalent  for  raca^  there  is  a 
personal  pronominal  prefix,  and  aii  objective  pronominal  suffix. 
The  radix,  in  baudy  has  thus  the  second  person  thou  in  ke;.  and 
the  objective  inflection,  is^ze,  means  a  person  In  a  general  sense. 
This  reveals  two  forms  of  the  Chippewa  substantive,  which  are 
applicable  to  all  words,  and  leaves  nothing  superfluous  or  without 
^^significance.*'  In  fact,  the  whole  language  is  susceptible  of  the 
most  clear  and  exact  analysis.  This  language  is  one  of  the  moat 
pure,  clear,  and  comprehensive  forms  of  the  Algonquin. 

Men/  20ifu  The  Rev.  Robert  McMurtrie  Laird^  of  Princeto  Anne, 
Maryland,  but  now  temporarily  at  Detroit,  writes  to  me  in  a  spirit 
of  affectionate  kindness  and  Christian  solicitude.  The  hist(H'y  of 
this  pious  man*  8  labors  on  the  remotest  frontiers  of  Michigan  is 
probably  recorded  where  it  will  be  known  and  acknowledged,  in 
hymns  of  gladness,  when  this  feeble  and  frail  memorial  of  ink  and 
paper  has  long  perished. 

Late  in  the  autumn  of  1828,  he  came,  an  unheralded  sti*anger, 
to  St.  Mary*8.  No  power  but  God*s,  ft  would  seem,  could  have 
directed  his  footsteps  there.      There  was  everything  to  render 

•  them  repulsive.  The  Indian  waheno  drum,  proclaiming  the  forest 
tribes  to  be  under  the  influence  of  their  native  diviners  and  jos- 
sakeeds,  was  nightly  sending  forth  its  monotonous  sounds.  But  he 
did  not  come  to  them.  His  object  was  the  soldiery  and  settlement, 
to  whom  he  could  utter  truths  in  the  English  tongue.  He  was 
assigned  quarters  in  the  cantonment,  where  an  entire  battalion  of 
infantry  was  then  stationed.  To  all  these,  but  one  single  family, 
it  may  be  said  that  his  preaching  was  received  as  ^^  sounding  brass, 
or  a  tinkling  cymbal.*'  Certainly,  there  were  the  elements  of 
almost  everything  else  there  but  religion.  And,  while  occupying 
a  room  in  the  fort,  his  fervent  and  holy  spirit  was  often  tried 

"  By  most  onseemly  mirth  and  wauail  rilb.'' 
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He  came  to  see  me,  at  my  office  and  at  my  lodgings,  frequently 
iuxing  the  season,  and  never  came  when  he  did  not  appear  to  me 
to  be  one  of  the  purest  and  most  devoted,  yet  gentle  and  most 
QDOfltentatious,  of  human  beings.     It  is  hoped  his  labors  were  not 
witboot  some  ;witnes8  to^he  truths  which  he  so  faithfully  taught. 
But,  as  soon  as  the  straits  were  relieved  from  the  icy  fetters  of 
winter,  he  went  away,  never,  perhaps,  to  see  us  more.     He  now 
writes  to  apprise  me  of  the  spread  of  a  rumor  respecting  my  per- 
flonal  interest  in  the  theme  of  his  labors,  which  had,  without  per- 
mission from  his  lips,  reached  the  ears  of  some  of  my  friends  at 
Detroit.     Blessed  sensitiveness  to  rumor,  how  few  possess  it  I       ^ 

Having  said  this  much,  I  may  add  that,  in  the  course  of  the 
winter,  my  mind  was  arrested  by  his  mode  of  exhibiting  truth. 
The  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  which  had  seemed  to  me  the  mere 
jingle  of  a  triad,  as  deduced  from  him,  appeared  to  be  a  unity, 
which  derived  all  its  coherence  and  vitality  from  a  belief  in  the 
Second  Person.  The  word  ^*  Lord*'  became  clothed  with  a  majes- 
ty and  power  which  rendered  it  inapplicable,  in  my  views,  to  any 
human  person.  The  assiduity  that  I  had  devoted,  night  and  day, 
to  my  manuscripts,  in  the  search  after  scientific  truths,  and  the 
knowledge  arising  from  study,  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  wrong 
in  itaelf,  but  was  thought  to  be  pursued  with  an  intensity  that  with- 
drew my  mind  from,  or,  rather,  had  never  allowed  it  properly  to 
contemplate  and  appreciate  the  character  of  God. 

23d.  A  literary  friend  writes  :  "  I  am  rejoiced  to  learn  that 
you  have  made  such  progress  in  your  new  work.  I  liope  and 
trust  that  the  celerity  with  which  you  have  written  has  not  with- 
drawn your  attention  from  those  subjects  connected  with  literary 
success,  which  are  more  important  than  even  time  itself.'' 

*'My  prospects  of  seeing  you  at  the  Sault,  this  season,'*  writes 
the  same  hand,  "  grows  weaker  and  weaker  every  day.     I  cannot 
ascertain  in  what  situation  Col.  Benton's  bill  is,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  copper  country  upon  Lake  Superior,  nor  the  pros- 
pects of  its  eventual  passage.     Our  last  Washington  dates  are  of 
the  8th  instant,  and  at  that  time  there  was  a  vast  mass  of  business 
pending  before  bofli  Houses,  and  tlie  period  of  adjournment  was 
uncertain.     Mr.  Lowrie  and  Governor  Edwards  have  furnished 
abundant  matter  for  congressional  excitement.   It  really  .appears  to 
me  that,  as  soon  as  two  or  three  hundred  men  are  associated  to- 
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gether  to  talk  af,  and  about  one  another,  and  everything  else, 
their  passions  and  feelings  asorp  the  place  of  their  reason.  Like 
children,  they  are  excited  by  every  question  having  a  local  or  per- 
sonal aspect.  -Their  powers  of  dispassionate  deliberation  are  lost, 
and  everything  is  -forgotten  but  the  momintary  excitement." 

25th,  Commercial  View  of  Copper  Mine  Question. — ^M.  M.  Dox, 
Esq.,  Collector  at  Bu&lo,  writes : — 

^'I  have  long  had  it  in  contemplation  to  write  to  yon,  not  only 
on  the  score  of  old  friendship,  but  also  to  learn  the  feasibility  of 
J,  scheme  relating  to  the  copper  piines  of  Lake  Superior.  Thia 
subject  has  so  often  annoyed  my  meditations,  or  rather  taken  up 
so  considerable  a  proportion  of  them,  that  I  have  been  disposed, 
with  the  poet,  to  exclaim — 

■ 

'  Tisions  of  (copper*)  spare  my  aching  sight' 

^'  I  have  just  met  Mr.  Oriswold,  from  whom  I  learn  that  you 
made  some  inquiries  in  reference  to  the  price  of  transportation,  fcc. 
I  will  answer  them  for  him.  Copper  in  pig,  or  unmanufactured,* 
is  free  of  duty,  on  entry  into  the  United  States ;  its  price  in  the 
N^w  York  market  is,  at  this  time  (very  low),  sixteen  cents  per 
pound.  Copper  in  sheets  for  sheeting  of  vessels  (also  free),  about 
twenty-five  cents  per  pound,  and  brazier's  copper  (paying  a  duty 
of  fifteen  per  cent,  on  its  cost  in  England),  equal  to  about  two  and 
a  half  cents  per  pound.  Until  this  year,  and  a  few  previous,  the 
article  has  uniformly  been  from  thirty  to  forty  per  cent,  higher 
than  the  prices  now  quoted,  that  is,  in  time  of  peace.  In  time  of 
war  (in  Europe)  the  price  is  enhanced  ten  or*  twenty  per  cent, 
above  peace  prices:  and  in  this  country,  during  the  Late  War,  the 
price  was,  at  one  time,  as  high  as  $1  50  to  $2  00  per  pound. 

^'  The  history  of  England  and  this  country  does  not  furnish  a 
period  when  copper  was  as  low  as  at  the  present  time,  according 
to  its  relative  value  with  the  medium  of  exchange.  Time  and  in- 
vention have  developed  richer  mines  and  produced  greater  facili- 
ties for  obtaining  it ;  but  the  world  does  not  probably  know  a  re- 
gion from  whence  the  article  can  be  furnished  so  cheaply  as  from  the 
shores  of  Lake  Superior.     All  accounts  concur  in  representing 
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tlie  metal  in  that  quarter  of  a  Buperior  quality,  and  furnieli  strong 
indidtions  that  it  may  be  obtained,  in  quantities,  with  more  than 
ordiouy  facility...  When  obtained,  if  on  the  navigable  waters  of 
tlie  like,  the  transportation  to  the  strait  will  be  easy  and  cheap, 
ud  the  smelting  not  cofll  to  exceed  $20  per  ton  (for  copper),  and 
the  trtnsportation  thence  to  New  York  one  or  one  and  a  half  cent 
per  pound ;  oiie  cent  per  pound,  in  addition,  will  carry  it  to  any 
market  in  the  world. 

*4f  the  difficulties  to  be  incurred  in  obtaining  the  ore  should 
prove  to  be  no  greater  than  may  be  reasonably  anticipated,  it  is 
endent  that  it  must  be  a  very  profitable  business.  Will  the  go- 
Ternment  then  have  the  mines  worked  ?  I  answer  for  them,  No. 
The  experience  had  by  Congress  in  regard  to  the  Indian  trade 
(the  Factory  System)  will,  for  many  years  at  least,  prevent  that 
body  from  making  any  appropriation  for  such  a  purpose.  The 
most  safe  and  judicious  course  for  the  government  is  to  draw 
private  enterprise  into  the  business ;  and,  by  holding  out  proper  in- 
dacements,  it  will  be  enabled,  without  a  dollar  of  extra  expense,  to 
derive,  before  many  years,  a  handsome  revenue  from  this  source." 

30fA.  Trip  to  Tacquimenon  Fallsy  Lake  Superior, — Accounts 
from  the  Indians  represented  the  fulls  of  the  Tacquimenon  River 
of  Lake  Superior  as  presenting  picturesque  features  which  were 
eminently  worthy  of  a  visit.     Confined  to  the  house  during  the 
^nter,  I  thought  an  excursion  proper.     I  determined  to  take  the 
earliest  opportunity,  when  the  ice  had  left  the  lake,  and  before 
the  turmoil  of  the  summer's  business  began,  to  execute  this  wish. 
For  this  purpose,  I  took  a  canoe,  with  a  crew  of  Chippewa  Indians, 
^th  whom  I  was  well  acquainted,  and  who  were  familiar  with  the 
ficene.    I  provisioned  myself  well,  and  took  along  my  office  inter- 
preter.   I  found  this  arrangement  was  one  which  was  agreeable 
to  them,  and  it  put  them  perfectly  at  their  ease.     They  traveled 
along  in  the  Indian  manner,  talking  and  laughing  as  they  pleased 
with  each  other,  and  with  the  interpreter.     Nothing  could  have 
been  better  suited  to  obtain  an  insight  into  their  manners  and  opin- 
ions.     One  of  their  most  common  topics  of  talk  was  the  flight  of 
birds,  particularly  the  carnivorous  species,  to  which  they  addressed 
talks  as  they  flew.     This  subject,  I  perceived,  connected  itself  with 
the  notions  of  war  and  the  enemy's  country, 
13 
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Oq  ODL^  occasion  after  vre  had  entered  Lake  Superior-,  and  were 
leis^Iy.paddling,  not  remote  from  the  shore,  one  of  the-  Indians 
fired,  illy  «nd  wounded  a  duck.  The  bird  could  not  rise  so  as  to  fly, 
but  swauf  ashore,  and,  bj  the  time  we  reached  land,  was  completely 
misshjigwis  A  white  man  would  have  been  nonplused.  Not  so  the 
IndiJMi*  .^Zle  saw  a  fallen  tree,  and  carefully  looked  ibr  an  orifice 
in  the  under  side,  and,  when  he  foimd  one,  thrust  in  his  hand  and 
drcvt<][1it,.of  it  the  poor  wounded  bird.  Frightened  and  in  pain, 
it  appeared  to  roll  its  eyeballs  completely  round. 

B^.tk^  conversation  and  familiar  remarks,  I  observed  that 
they,  irete  habitually  under  the  influence  of  their  peculiar  mytho- 
logy and  jeligion.  They  referred  to  classes  of  monetoSy  which  are 
spirttsjiifa  manner  which  disclosed  the  belief  that  the  woods  and 
watera*-were  replete  with  their  agency.  On  the  second  day,  we 
reached  and  entered  the  Tacquimenon  River.  It  carried  a  deep 
and  sttiMQig  current  to  the  foot  of  the  first  falls,  which  they  call 
Fairjr.B<x^ks.  This  Indian  word  denotes  a  species  of  little  men 
or  faJrie^  which,  they  say,  love  to  dwell  on  rocks.  The  falls  are 
broken  into  innumerable  cascades,  which  give  them  a  peculiarly 
sylvan  ^ir.  From  the  brink  of  these  falls  to  the  upper  falls,  a 
diistaiice  of  about  six  miles,  the  channel  of  the  river  is  a  perfect 
torren};,  and  would  seem  to  defy  navigation.  But  before  I  was 
well  aware  of  it,  they  had  the  canoe  in  it,  with  a  single  man  with 
a  lo&g  pole  in  the  bow  and  stern.  I  took  my  seat  between  the 
centre.  baSrs,  and  was  in  admiration  at  the  perfect  composure  and 
sangfroid  with  which  these  two  men  managed  it — now  shooting 
across  the  stream  to  find  better  water,  and  always  putting  in  their 
polea  ez8C|tly  at  the  right  instant,  and  singing  some  Indian  can- 
tata ;«3|\nie  while.  The  upper  falls  at  length  burst  on  our  view, 
on  souiii^ng  a  point.  The  river  has  a  complete  drop,  of  some 
forty,  feeiy  over  a  formation  of  sandstone.  The  water  forms  a 
compl^fc^^curtain.     There  is  nothing  to  break  the  sheet,  or  inter- 

•  cept  it^.  £D1  it  reaches  the  deep  water  below.     They  said  there  was 
.  some  datiger  of  the  canoe's  being  drawn  under  the  sheet,  by  a 

kind.,  of  suction.  This  stream  in  fact,  geologically  considered, 
cros^  through,  and  falls  over,  the  high  ridge  of  sandstone  rock 
which  BtTf  tches  from  Point  Iroquois  to  the  Pictured  Rocks.     I  took 

•  sketohe»  of  both  the  upper  and  lower  falls. 

Boihg  connected  by  marriage  with  an  educated  and  intelligent 
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\»dy,  ^ho  is  descended,  by  her  mother's  side,  from  the  former  ruler 
o{  the  Chippeva  nation<r^A  man  of  renown — I  was  received,  on 
tluBtrip,  with  a  degree  of  confidence  and  cordiality  by  the  Indians, 
nUch  I  had  not  expected.  I  threw  myself,  naked  banded,  into 
their  midst,  and  was  received  with  a  noble  spirit  of  hospitality  and 
feleome.  And  the  incidents  of  this  trip  revealed  to  me  some  of 
the  most  interesting  scenes  of  Indian  domestic  life. 


[  . 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

Oral  talcs  and  legends  of  the  Chippcwas — First  assemblage  of  a  legislative  eoiin- 
cil  at  Michigan — Mineralogy  and  geology — Disasters  of  the  War  ori812 — 
Character  of  the  new  legislature — Laconic  note^— Narrative  of  a  war  party, 
and  the  disastrous  murders  committed  at  Lake  Pepin  in  July  1824 — Speech 
of  a  friendly  Indian  chief  from  Lake  Superior  on  the  subject— Notices  of 
mineralogy  and  geology  in  the  west — Ohio  and  Erie  Canal — Morals— 
Lafayette's  progress — Hooking  minerals — 'A  philosophical  work  on  the  lit- 
dians — Indian  biography  by  Samuel  L.  Conant — Want  of  books  on  Ameri- 
can arohseology — Douglass's  proposed  work  oitthe  expedition  of  1820. 

1824.  May  ZQth.  Having  found,  in  the  circle  of  the  Chippewa 
wigwams,  a  species  of  oral  fictitious  lore,  t  sent  some  specimens  of 
it  to  friends  in  the  lower  country,  where  the  subject  excited  interest, 
^'lam  anxious,*' writes  a  distinguished  person,  under  this  date, 
"  that  you  should  bring  with  you,  when  you  come  down,  your  colleo* 
tion  of  Indian  tales.  I  should  be  happy  to  see  them.""*"  Thai 
the  Indians  should  possess  this  mental  trait  of  indulging  in  lodge 
stories,  impressed  me  as  a  novel  characteristic,  which  nothing  I 
had  ever  heard  of  the  race  had  prepared  me  for.  I  had  always 
heard  the  Indian  spoken  of  as  a  revengeful,  bloodthirsty  man,  who 
was  steeled  to  endurance  and  delighted  in  deeds  of  cruelty.  To  find 
him  a  man  capable  of  feelings  and  afiections,  with  a  heart  open  to 
the  wants,  and  responsive  to  the  ties  of  social  life,  was  amazing.  But 
the  surprise  reached  its  acme,  when  I  found  him  whiling  away  a 
part  of  the  tedium  of  his  long  winter  evenings  in  relating  tales 
and  legends  for  the  amusement  of  the  lodge  circle.  These  fictions 
were  sometimes  employed,  I  observed,  to  convey  instruction,  or 
impress  examples  of  courage,  daring,  or  right  action.     But  they 

*  This  counsel  I  pursued  in  the  autumn  of  that  year,  and  published  speci* 
mens  of  the  legends  in  the  winter  of  1825,  in  '^Travels  in  the  Central  Portions 
of  the  Mississippi  Valley/'  and  in  1839  submitted  to  the  public  two  duodecimo 
volumes,  under  the  title  of  "  Algic  Researches,  Part  I." 
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''^^Te,  at  all  times,  replete  with  the  "wild  forest  notions  of  spiritual 
^qgciicies,  necromancy,  and  demonology.  Thcj  revealed  abundantly 
^hc  causes  of  his  hopes  and  fears — his  notions  of  a  Deity,  and  his 
^^lief  in  a  future  state. 

June  18/A.  Michigan  is  gradually  assuming  steps  which  are  a 
part  of  that  train  which  will  in  time  develop  her  resources  and 
importance.     She  has  lately  taken  measures  to   enter  what  is 
called  the  second  grade  of  government.     General  Charles  Lamed, 
of  Detroit,  writes  me  that  the  first  session  of  the  first  territorial 
legislature  is  now  convened,  and  that  the  members  acquit  them- 
selves with  credit. 

22d.  The  mineralogy  and  geology  of  the  region  furnish 
topics  of  interest,  which  help  to  fill  up  pauses  in  the  intervals  of 
Inisiness.  By  making  my  office  a  focus  for  collecting  whatever  is 
new  in  the  unexplored  regions,  excitement  is  kept  alive,  and 
knowledge  in  the  end  promoted.  Lewis  Saurin  Johnston,  of  Drum- 
mond  Island,  sends  me  a  box  of  specimens  from  that  locality.  This 
gentleman,  who  occupies  a  situation  in  the  British  Indian  depart- 
ment, is  a  grandson  of  the  late  Waubojecg,  a  celebrated  orator  and 
warrior  formerly  of  La  Pointe,  in  Lake  Superior. 

On  the  26th,  Mr.  Giles  Sanford,  of  Erie  in  Pennsylvania,  con- 
tributes a  collection  of  the  minerals  of  that  vicinity. 

July  \Oth.  The  War  of  1812  proved  disastrous  to  some  individ- 
uals on  this  frontier.     After  a  delay  of  ten  years,  the  British 
government  has  announced  its  intention  to  indemnify  those  of  its 
subjects  who  lost  property.     Mr.  Johnston,  who  suffered  heavily, 
determined  to  visit  Toronto  with  the  view  of  laying  his  case  before 
Lieutenant-Governor  Maitland.  lie  writes,  on  his  way  down,  during 
a  delay  at  Drummond  Island,  in  his  usual  hopeful,  warm-hearted 
.strain — full  of  love  to  those  left  behind,  and  free  forgiveness  to  all 
who  have  injured  him.     With  the  highest  purposes  of  honor,  and 
the  soul  of  hospitality  and  social  kindness,  surely  such  a  man 
deserves  to  succeed. 

12^A.  Dr.  J.  J.  Bigs])y,  of  England,  writes  a  letter  intro- 
ducing Lieutenant  Bolton  of  the  British  engineers,  a  zealous 
naturalist,  and  Major  Mercer  of  the  artillery — both  being  on  an 
official  tour  of  inspection. 

18///,  Judge  J.  D.  Doty  announces  himself  at  Michilimack- 
iDack,  on  his  return  from  Detroit  to  Green  Bay.     He  says  that 
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the  members  of  the  legislative  council  are  disposed  to  be  rather 
menders  of  old  laws  than  makers  of  new  ones^  and  that  they  are 
guided  by  the  spirit  of  prudence. 

21%t.  John  Tanner,  the  returned  captfve,  dictates  from 
Mackinac  this  laconic  appeal  for  employment :  ^' AH  my  property 
is  now  made  aw^y  with,  so  that  I  have  nothing  lefl  but  one  old 
blanket.  X  am  in  such  a  situation  that  I  atn  unable  to  go  any- 
where— have  no  money ,  no  clothes,  and  nothing  to  eat." 

Aug,  19^A.  Mr.  George  Johnston  writes  from  the  sub-agency  of 
La  Pointe,  Lake  Superior,  that  a  rumor  prevails  of  ^  murder 
lately  committed  by  a  Chippewa  war  party,  on  American  citizens, 
on  the  upper  Mississippi. 

3l8^.  Mr.  John  Holiday,  a  trader,  arrived  from  the  Ance 
Kewy-winenon  in  Lake  Superior,  bringing  ^  small  coffin  painted 
black,  inclosing  an  American  scalp,  with  the  astounding  intelli-, 
gence  that  a  shocking  murder  had  been  committed  by  a  war  party 
of  Ohippewas  at  Lake  Pepin,  on  the  Mississippi.  The  facts  turned 
out  to  be  these :  In  the  spring  of  the  year  (1824),  Kewaynokwnt 
(Returning  Cloud),  a  chief  of  Lake  Yieux  Desert,  at  the  source  of 
the  Wisconsin,  suffered  a  severe  fit  of  sickness,  and  made  a  vow,  if 
he  recovered,  to  collect  a  war  party  and  lead  it  against  the  Sioux, 
which  he  did  early  in  the  summer.  He  passed  the  trading-post  of 
Lac  du  Flambeau,  with  twenty-nine  men  in  canoes  on  the  Ist  of 
July.  He  pursued  down  the  Waswagon  branch  into  the  main 
Chippewa  River,  aft^r  a  cautious  journey,  and  came  to  its  mouth  early 
in  July,  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning,  when  a  fog  prevailed.  This 
river  enters  the  Mississippi  at  the  foot -of  the  expanse  called  Lake 
Pepin,  which  is  a  common  place  for  encampment.  It  is  the  usual  point 
of  issue  for  Chippewa  war  parties  against  the  Sioux,  for  which  it 
has  been  celebrated  since  the  first  migration  of  the  Chippewas  into 
the  rice  lake  region  at  its  sources.  From  the  usual  look-out, 
called  Mount  Le  Gard,  they  discovered  imperfectly  an  encamp- 
ment on  the  shores, of  Lake  Pepin.  On  coming  to  it,  it  proved  to 
be  an  American,  a  trader  of  the  name  of  Finley,  with  three  Cana- 
dians, on  his  way  from  Prairie  du  Chien  to  St.  Peter's.  One  of 
the  men  spoke  Chippewa.  They  were  asleep  when  the  advance  of 
the  Indian  party  arrived.  When  they  awoke  they  saw  the  Indians 
with  terror  and  surprise.  The  Indians  cried  out  to  their  comrades 
in  the  rear  that  they  were  not  Sioux,  that  they  were  white  people. 
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Hie  part  J  then  all  came  up.  The  war  chief  KcwaynoVwut  .said, 
"Do  not  be  afraid.  This  party  jou  see  are  my  young  mmi'  and 
I  command  them.  They  will  not  do  you  any  harm,  nor  h^ul^^u." 
Some  of  the  party  soon  began  to  pillage.  Tliey  appea^l^  to  be 
Iialf  famished,  first  taking  their  provisions,  which  consisted  j^f  half 
I  bag  of  flour,  half  a  bag  of  com,  a  few  biscuits,  and  hiUf  a  hog. 
The  biscuits  they  immediately  eat,  and  then  began  to  rob  liMT^sloth- 
iog,  which  they  parted  among  themselves.  ;^    ^ 

The  Indians  diligently  inquired  where  the  Sioux  abrojid  on  the 
rirer  were,  what  number  they  might  be,  where  they  casvi^'from, 
lod  whither  they  were  going?  to   all   which  judicio^j^'^  vetolies 
ippear  to  have  been  made,  but  one,  namely,  that  they  coiadisl^d  of 
thirty,  on  their  way  from  St.  Peter's  to  Prairie  du  Chien.'  ,]$*^ing 
bat  twenty-nine  men,  the  rencontre  appeared  to  them  ^to'b^  un- 
eqnal,  and,  in  fact,  alarmed  them.     They  immediately  gtepared 
to  return,  filing  off  one  after  another,  in  order  to  embarlf  in-"  ^eir 
canoes,  which  were  lying  at  a  short  distance.     Before  t^iis  move- 
ment, Kakabika  had  taken  his  gun  to  fire  at  the  white^.]>«il.wa8 
prevented  by  the  others.     But  they  went  off  disappointed,' and 
gnunblingly.      This  was   the  case  particularly  with  9^likfi>ika, 
01[wagin,  Whitehead,  Wamitcgosh,  and  Sagito,  who  bcgaik  ot^ng 
they  wanted  to  kill  the  whites.    Sagito  then  said  that  it  iiiai&a  very 
liard  thing  that  they  should  return  light — that  when  one  went  out 
a  hantiug,  he  did  not  like  to  return  without  killing  somet&ing. 
"What,*'  he  said,  "  did  we  come  here  for?     Was  it  not  to  kill?" 
At  this  Kewaynokwut  wavered,  who  had  promised  safety,  and  did 
not  interpose  his  authority  to  check  the  brooding  evil,  although  he 
took  no  part  in  it.     Whitehead,  Okwaykun,  and  Wamitcgosh,  who 
were  in  the  rear  of  the  party,  leveled  their  arms  and  firod,  kill- 
ing on  the  spot  the  three  men,  who  were  immediately  scalped. 
The  wildest  fury  was  instantly  excited. 

Finley,  in  the. mean  time,  had  gone  to  the  Indian  canpes  to  re- 
cover his  papers,  saying  they  were  of  no  use  to  them,  and  of  im- 
portance to  him.  Hearing  the  report  of  guns  behind  him,  he 
perceived  that  his  companions  were  killed,  and  took  to  flight.  lie 
threw  himself  into  the  water.  Annamikees,  or  the  Little  Thunder, 
then  fired  at  him  and  missed.  lie  quickly  reloaded  hiargnn^  and 
fired  again,  effectively.  Finley  was  mortally  shot.  Tba  Indian 
then  threw  himself  into  the  water,  and  cut  09"  the  unfortuiftto  man's 
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head,  for  the  purpose  of  scalping  it,  leaving  the  body  in  the  water. 
Thq  party  then  quickly  returned  back  into  the  region  whence  they 
had  sallied,  and  danced  the  scalps  ip  their  villages  as  Indiian 
scalps. 

Mr.  Holliday  was  also  the  bearer  of  a  speech  from  Gitshe  lauba, 
the  ruling  chief  of  Ance  Kcwywenon,  through. whose  influence 
this  occurrence  was  brought  to  light.     He  first  addressed  his 
.  trader  in  the  following  words  :— 

"We  were  deceived.  Word  was  sent  to  us  to  come  and  fetch 
the  scalp  of  a  Sioux  Indian  of  our  enemy.  This  was  my  reason 
for  sending  for  it.  But,  ah  me !  when  they  brought  word  that  it 
was  the  scalp  of  an  American,  I  sent  for  the  ybung  man  whom 
you  left  in  charge  of  your  house  and  store,  and  asked  him  what 
should  be  done  with  the  scalp  of  our  friend.  It  was  concluded  to 
have  it  buried  in  the  burying-ground." 

He  then  addressed  the  United  States  agent  at  Sanlt  Ste.  Marie, 
in  the  following  words,  accompanying  them  with  a  string  of  wam- 
pum : — 

"  Our  father.  This  wampum  was  given  to  me  that  I  might  re- 
main in  peace.  I  shook  hands  with  you  when  I  loft  St.  Mary's. 
My  heart  was  in  friendship.  I  have  taken  no  rest  since  I  heard 
of  the  foul  deed  of  our  friends,  the  people  of'Vieux  Desert,  and 
Torch  Lake^  in  killing  a  citizen  of  the  American  Govermnent,  the 
government  that  protects  me. 

"  Now,  Americans,  my  situation  is  to  be  pitied.  My  wish  is, 
that  wc  should  live  in  friendship  together.  Since  I  shook  hands 
with  you,  nothing  on  my  part  shall  be  wanting  to  keep  us  so." 

I  immediately  forwarded  the  little  scalp-coffin  received  from  the 
interior,  with  a  report  of  this  high-handed  outrage  to  the  Ex'ecutive 
of  the  Territory  and  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  at  Detroit, 
that  the  occurrence  might  be  reported  promptly  to  the  War  Office 
at  Washington. 

Novemher  2^th.  I  determined  to  spend  the  winter  in  New  York ; 
to  place  the  agency,  in  the  interim,  in  charge  of  an  officer  of 
the  garrison,  and  to  visit  Washington  from  this  city  during  the 
season.  Captain  N.  S.  Clarke,  2d  Infantry,  consented  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  the  agency  during  my  absence.  And  having 
obtained  leave  of  absence  from  my  superior  in  the  department,  I 
embarked,  in  September,  on  board  a  schooner  for  Detroit,  with 
Mrs.  Schoolcraft,  her  infant  son  William  Henry,  my  sister-in-law, 
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IGn* Amm  Bforia  Johmrtot^  uid  a  iferranty  making  a  Httle  grolip 
cf  bti'  We  .toiioli<»d  fkt  tBlichflimaokitiacl:. 

We  wore  kHnHj  reoeired  af  Detroit  I^  Qeneral  Md  Mrs.  Cass, 
f kp  kad  invited  ii8  to  !be  their  gnestti;  and  porsped  our.  way,  witbout' 
ieddflQt,  toTl'ew  York,  where  we^airriyed  the  dajr  ^cir  to  th6>an- 

Boal  celebration;  of  the  EVacnatton.  New  scenes  and  new  sitmttiona ' 

'.■  '    .  •  ■ 

kre  rapidly  developed  thendselveB. ,  But  before  these.  >are  named, 
aoffle^Ietters  that  followed  me  from  the  Lake  may  be  noticed. 

JL  F.  Stickney,  Esq.;  writes  (October  15th>  froxn  the  foot  of  thc) 
Miaaii  of  the  l4J[eB(aow  Toledor) :  *^  Recently  I  have  had  brought 
to  ioe  a  specimen'  of  mwganese,  the  bed  of  which  is  located  about 
mile  miles  lAmtlHwest  of  th^i.    Th^  quantity  is  represented  to  be , 
vay  eitemdye.  .■  *     *' 

^  I  find  that  -skontiau  is  .much  more  eztensiveiy  interspersed 
tknnigKthe'Tock  fdrmations  of  this. region  than  I  had  heretofore 
ecmoeiTed.    At  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  this  river,  there  are  exten* 
flJTe  strata  of  carbonate^  of  limq,  sufficiently  charged  with  magiie^ia 
to  destroy  all  ireg^tation,  when  converted  to  the  state  of  quicklime  ^ 
althouf^  Dr,  Mitchell,  in  his  '^  Notes  to  PhiUips'  Minerklogy/' 
-denies  to  magnesian  carbo,nate  of  lime  this  quality.    But  I  have 
tested  it  fuHy.   I  rather' think  the  ddctor^i  mistake  must  have  arisen 
from  a  supposition  that  Mr.  Phillips  intended  to  say  that  the  mag- 
nesia, when  in  combination  with  carbonate  of  lime,  and  in  sitii.  was 
destructive  to  vegetation. 

Ohio  and  Erie  Canal. — "  A  commissioner  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
with  engineers,  i&*  taking  levels,  examining  water-oourses,  and 
making  estimates  of  cost,  to  asccrtaiii  the  practicability  of  making 
a  canal  from  Cincinnati  up  the  valley  of  the  Big  Miami,  and  Loro- 
mier's  creek,  across  the  summit  level,  to  the  Auglaize  and  Miami 
of  Lake  Erie,  to  the  level  of  the  lake  water.  These  surveys  will 
^ve  us  much  assistance  in  judging  of  the 'geological  formations 
between  the  Lake  and  the  Mississippi." 

•  Gf^eology. — "  As  an  outline  sketch,  I  should  say  that,  from,  the 
rock  basin  of  the^  Erie-sea  to  the  Ohio  River,  by  the  Iray  of  Fort 
Wayne,  there  is  a  ridge,  of  about  200  feet  elevation,  of  rock  for-, 
mation,  all  new  floetz,  with  a  covering  of  from  ten  to  seventy  feet 
of  pulverulent  efu-th.    At  the  summit  this  layer  is  twenty  feet* 


2  02  PBBSONAL  HBM0I98* 

That  the  Miami  and  Wabash  have  cut  their  coorseB  down  to  the 
rock,  with  only  here  and  there  a  little  sand  and  gravel  upon  ita 
surface.  As  far  as  conjecture  will  go,  for  the  levels  of  the  strata 
on- the  Wabash  and  Miami,  the  same  mineralogical  characters  are 
to  be  found  in  the  strata,  at  the  same  elevation.  This  would 
be  an  important  fact  to  be  ascertained,  .by  the  levels  accurately 
taken." 

^^  I  am  pleased  that  you  have  hot  abated  your  usual  industry  in 
the  pursuit  of  knowledge  in  the  science  of  geology  and  mi^eralogy> 
first  in  magnitude  and  first  in  the  order  of  nature." 

Mar  ah  of  Q-reen  Bay. — J.  D.  Doty,  Esq.,  Judge  of  the  Dia- 
trict,  reports  (Oct.  15th)  that  the  Grand  Jury  for  Brown  County, 
at  the  late  special  session  of  court,  presented  forty  indictments ! 
Most  of  these  appear  to  have  been  petty  affairs ;  but  they  denote 
a  lax  state  of  society.  .       * 

John  Johnston^  Esq.,  writes  (Oct.  30th):  "  Since  the  arrival  of 
the  mail,  I  have  been  the  constant  companion  in  thought  of  the 
great  and  good  Lafayette,  throughout  his  tour,  or  rather  spjendid 
procession  as  far  as  the  account  has  reached  us,  and  for  which 
history  has  no  parallel.  Oh !  how  poor,  how  base,  the  adulation 
given  by  interested  sycophants  to  kings  and  despots,  compared  U> 
the  warm  affections  of  the  grateful  heart,  and  spontaneous  bursts 
of  admiration  and  affection  from  a  great,  free,  and  happy  people.'* 

Soohing  Minerals. — ^L.  Bull,  now  of  Philadelphia,  writes  re- 
specting the  position  of  several  boxes  of  minerals  left  in  the  Ly- 
ceum of  Natural  History,  of  New  York,  in  1822,  which  have  been 
sadly  depredated  on. 

Plan  of  a  Philosophical  Work  on  the  Indians. — General  C* 
announces  to  me  (Dec.  5th)  that  he  has  settled  on  a  plan  for 
bringing  forward  the  results  of  his  researches  on  the  subject  of 
the  Indian  tribes.  The  details  of  this  appear  to  be  well  selected 
and  arranged,  and  the  experiment  on  the  popular  taste  of  readers, 
for  as  such  the  work  is  designed,  cannot  but  be  hailed  by  every 
one  who-  has  thought  upon  the  subject.  Few  men  have  seen 
more  of  the  Indians  in  peoice  and  war.  Nobody  has  made  the 
original  collections  which  he  has,  and  I  know  of  no  man  possessing 
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tie  capacity  of  throwing  around  them  so  much  literary  attraction. 
It  is  only  to  be  hoped  that  his  courage  will  not  fail  him  when  he 
comes  to  the  sticking  point.  It  requires  more  courage  on  some 
miodfl  to  write  a  book  than  to  face  a  cannon. 

14^.  Major  Joseph  Delafield,  of  Neir  York,  commends  to 
my  acquaintance  Samuel  S.  Gonant,  Esq.,  of  the  city ;  a  gentle- 
man of  a  high  moral  character  and  literary  tone,  an  occasional 
writer  for  the  "American"  newspaper,  who  proposes  to  compile  a 
work  on  Indian  eloquence.  Charles  King,  Esq.,  the  editor  of  the 
paper,  transmits  a  note  to  the  major,  which  is  enclosed,  speaking 
of  Mr.  Conant  as  "  a  man  of  merit  and  talents,  who  in  his  design 
is  seeking  to  save  a  noble  but  persecuted  race." 

19th.  General  Cass  writes  further  of  his  literary  plans:  "If  I 
am  favorably  situated,  in  some  respects,  to  procure  information,  as 
a  drawback  upon  this,  I  feel  many  disadvantages.  I  have  no 
books  to  refer  to  but  what  I  can  purchase,  and  independently  of 
the  means  which  any  one  person  can  apply  to  this  object,  those 
books  which  can  alone  be  useful  to  me  are  so  rare  that  nothing 
but  accident  can  enable  a  person  to  purchase  them." 

Lake  Superior  Copper  Mines. — "I  have  written  to  Colonel 
Benton  fully  on  the  subject  of  the  copper  country,  and  I  have 
referred  him  to  you  for  further  information." 

2^th.  Expedition  of  1820. — Professor  D.  B.  Douglass,  of  West 
Point,  returns  a  portfolio  of  sketches  and  drawings  of  scenery, 
made  by  me  on  the  expedition  to  the  sources  of  the  Mississippi,  in 
1820,  with  several  of  which  he  has  illustrated  the  borders  of  his  map 
of  that  expedition.  "  Have  you,"  he  says,  "  seen  Long' 8  Second 
Expedition  ?  We  have  only  one  copy  on  the  Point,  and  I  have 
only  had  time  to  look  at  the  map.  It  makes  me  more  than  ever 
desirous  to  consummate  my  original  views  of  publishing  relative 
to  that  country.  I  have  never  lost  sight  of  this  matter ;  and,  if 
my  professional  engagements  continue  to  engross  as  much  of  my 
time  as  they  have  done,  I  will  send  my  map  to  Tanner,  and  let 
him  publish  it,  hap-hazard." 
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CHAPTER   XXII. 

Parallelism  of  'customs — Home  scenes — Yisit  to  Washington — ^Indian  work 
^specting  the  Western  Tribes — Indian  Liographj — Professor  Carter — " 
Professor  Silliman^Spiteful  prosecution  —Publication  of  Travels  in  ihe 
JMississippi  Valley — A  northern  Pocahontas— Return  to  ihe  Lakes — A  new 
enterprise  suggested — Impressions  of  turkeys'  feet  in  Tock— Surrender  of 
the  Chippewa  war  party,  wKb  committed  the  murders  in  1^24,  at  Lake 
-Pepin — Their  examination,  and  the  commitment  of  the  actual  murderers. 

1825.  January  \%U  New  Year's  day  here,  as  among  the  metif,  , 
and  aUo  the  pure  descendants  of  the  ancient  French  of  Normandy 
in  Michigan,  is  a  day  of  friendly  visiting  from  house  to  house,  and 
cordial  congratulations,  with  refreshments  spread  on  the  board  for 
all.  As  this  was  also  the  custom,  of  thie  ancient  Hollanders,  who,  from 
the  Texel  and  Scheldt,  landed  here  in.  1609^  it  affords  a  species 
of  proof  of  the  wide-spread  influence  of  the  customs  of  the  Middle 
Ages  in  Western  Europe,  which  is  remarkablei  And  it  would  fcurm 
an  interesting  topic  of  historical  inquiry. 

4fA.  Home  and  its  scenes.  Tl;e  sympathy  kept  up  by  4o- 
mestic  letters  when  absent  from  home  is  one  of  the  purest  sup- 
ports of  the  heart  and  mind.  Mr.  John  Johnston,  of  St.  Mary^ 
writes  me  one  of  his  warm-hearted  letters  of  friendship,  which 
breathes  the  ardor  of  his  mind,  and  shows  a  degree  of  sympathy 
that  is  refreshing,  and  such  as  must  ever  be  a  great  encouragement 
in  every  noble  pursuit.  The  how-d'ye-do,  every-day  visitor  is  satis- 
fied with  his  "  how  d'ye  do ;"  but  there  is  a  friend  that  "  sticketh 
closer  than  a  brother." 

lO^A.  My  position  at  St.  Mary's,  and  the  prominent  part  I  occu- 
pied in  the  collision  of  authority  between  the  military  and  the  citi- 
zens, on  some  points,  and  between  the  former  and  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, was  anything  but  agreeable,  and  would  have  been  intolerable 
to  any  one,  having  less  resources  than  I  had,  in  an  absorbing  study, 
which  every  day  and  every  evening  turned  up  some  new  and  fresh 
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point  of  interest.  I  had  therefore  sources  of  enjoyment  which  were  a 
constant  support,  and  this  was  particularly  the  case,  after  the  scenes 
▼hich  were  opened  up  in  the  winter  of  1824  by  my  intercourse  with 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Laird.     But  I  resolved  early  in  the  summer  to  spend 
the  winter  in  New  York,  and  to  visit  Washington,  to  place  some  of 
the  official  transactions  to  which  I  have  referred,  in  their  proper 
hghts.  This  day  I  therefore  left  the  city,  to  visit  the  Capitol.   Dur- 
ing the  expected  absence,  Mrs.  Schoolcraft,  with  her  child,  little 
sister,  and  nurse,  had  accepted  an  invitation  to  spend  the  time  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  S.  Conant,  who  had  a  pleaslbnt  residence  on 
the  Bloomingdale  road,  some  two  or  three  miles  from  the  Park.  .My 
Tisit  was  altogether  agreeable.     So  far  as  the  subjects  at  issue  on 
the  frontier  were  not  of  local  jurisdiction,  in  which  I  was  fully  and 
promptly  sustained  by  the  Executive,  I  was  met  by  Mr.  Calhoun 
in  his  usual  frank,  explicit,  and  friendly  manner.    1  was  authorized 
to  erect  buildings  for  the  agency,  and  to  define  the  Indian  reserva- 
tion under  the  treaty,  and  counseled  to  go  forward  in  a  firm,  cau- 
tions, and  conciliatory  policy  in  establishing  the  intercourses  with 
the  bands  of  the  agency,  and  to  take  every  proper  measure  to 
see  that  the  intercourse  laws  were  faithfully  executed,  and  a  good 
understanding  cultivated  with  the  tribes.     And  I  returned  to  New 
York  early  in  February,  with  "  flying  colors,**  as  a  friend  wrote.- 
During  my  absence,  some  letters,  disclosing  matters  of  literary 
interest,  were  received.     General  C.  writes  (January  20th): — 

"In  investigating   the  subject   before   me,    agreeably  to   the 
views  I  have  communicated  to  you,  it  appears  to  mo  that  Pur- 
chas's  Pilgrimage^  and  Hackluyt's  collection  arc  indispensable 
to  my  progress.     They  contain  translations  or  abstracts  of  all 
the  earlier  voyages  and  travels  to  this  country.'*     "In  consider- 
ing the  various  points  which  are  involved  in  the  subject  I  have 
undertaken,  a  thousand  doubtful  facts  present  themselves,  which 
require  time,  labor,  and  opportunities  to   solve.      For  instance,  I 
strongly  suspect  that  the  Fries,  who  arc  said  to  have  been  destroyed 
by  the  Iroquois,  were  the  Shawnose,  who  were  driven  from  their 
ancient  seat  upon  Lake  Erie  to  the  south-west,'*     "  Volney  men- 
tions two  works  upon  the  Indians.     One  is  Umphraville,  and  the 
other  Oldmixon.** 

On  the  7th  of  February,  he  encloses  an  extensive  list  of  books, 
which  he  wishes  to  procure,  to  aid  him  in  his  contemplated  exami- 
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nations  of.  aboriginal  subjects,  with  discriminating  remarks  on 
their  character.  In  calling  my  attention  to  a  close  examination  of 
them  in  the  various  book-stores  and  librarieH  of  the  Atlantic  cities, 
where  thej  may  be  found,  he  imposes  no  light  nor  important  labor. 
^^  You  know  my  general  object  is  confined  to  the  Indians  of  this 
quarter  (the  west).  Their  particuTar  history,  however,  will  be 
preceded  by  a  review  of  the  condition  of  the  Indians  in  this 
part  of  America,  at  the  time  it  became  known  to  Europeans.  I 
have  myself  little  .doubt  but  that  they  were  then  pretty  much  as 
they  are  now. 

^*  There  is,  however,  one  historical  events  the  narrator  of  whidi 
represents  the  Indians  to  have  been  in  an  entirely  different  condi- 
tion from  what  they  are  now,  or  have  been  since.  This  is  the 
account  of  Ferdinand  de  Soto's  expedition  to  Florida..  There  are 
two  historians  of  this  expedition.  One  is  -Garcilaaso  de  la  Vega, 
and  the  other  is  an  anonymous  gentleman  of  Elvas^  I  believe 
both  are  found  in  Purchas  or  Hackluyt.  I. believe  the  narra- 
tive is  almost  entirely  fabulous.  One  mode  of  ascertaining  this 
is  by  an  examination  of  the  earlier  accounts  of  the  Ii^dians.  If 
they  agree  with  De  Soto's  history,  tho  latter  may  be  correct.  If 
not,  they  must  be  unworthy  of  credit,  more  particularly  in  the 
amount  of  the  Indian  population,  which  was  certainly  greatly 
misrepresented  by  the  Spanish  historians,  and  which  has  been 
always  overraied. 

^^  If  any  of  the  above  works  touch  upon  these  subjects,  they 
may  be  useful  to  me ;  if  not,  I  do  not  wish  them.     Can  you  find 
.  any  of  the  other  Spanish  writers  describing  or  alluding  to  this 
expedition? 

^^  Is  there  any  account  of  the  expedition  of  Pamphilo  Narvaei 
into  Florida  in  1528?" 

"  Should  I  go  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  would  you  not  like  the  trip? 
I  see  many  reasons  to  induce  you  to  take  such  a  measure.  If  you 
come  on,  as  I  hope  you  will,  by  the  first  boat,  we  can  make  all  the 
necessary  arrangements;  for,  if  I  go,  I  shall  go  early,  certainly  in 
May.  Unless  I  am  greatly  deceived,  you  would  make  something 
interesting  out  of  the  proposed  treaty." 

Samuel  S.  Conant,  Esq.,  informs  me  (January  21st)  that  he  is 
*  making  progress  in  his  contemplated  work  on  Indian  biography. 

^^I  shall  read,"  he  says,  ^'everything  which  speaks  of  Indians, 
and  my  enthusiasm  may  take  the  place  of  ability,  and  enable  me 
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iQ  present  not  only  honorable  testimonials  of  Indian  genius  and 
valor,  but  some  defence  of  their  character,  and  an  exposition  of 
the  slanders  and  vulgar  errors  which,  through  blind  traditions,  have 
obtained  the  authority  of  truth." 

**It  would  have  pleased  me,"  says  he  (Feb.  16th),  "to  have  pre- 
g^oted  Mr.  Theodore  Dwight,  Jr.,  to  you  in  person.  But  this 
introductory  note  will  do  as  well.  He  is  one  of  those  who  feel  an 
interest,  disinterested  and  benevolent,  in  the  fate  of  the  remnants 
of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  wishes  some  conversation  with  you  rela- 
tive to  their  feelings  on  the  subject  of  their  removal  west  of  the 
Mississippi. " 

March  18th.  Mr.  Nathaniel  H.  Carter,  editor  of  the  Statesman^ 
announces  his  recovery  from  a  dangerous  illness,  and  wishes,  in 
liig  usual  spirit  of  friendship,  to  express  the  pleasure  it  will  afford 
him  to  aid  me  in  any  literary  labor  I  may  have  in  hand. 

20/A.  Thf  plan  of  a  magazine  devoted  to  Indian  subjects, 
which  has  been  discussed  between  Mr.  Conant,  Mr.  Dwight,  and 
myself,  is  now  definitely  arranged  with  Messrs.  Wilder  and  Gamp- 
bell,  publishers. 

.  2&A.  Professor  Silliman  renews  his  friendly  correspondence, 
and  tenders  me  the  use  of  the  pages  of  his  journal,  as  the  medium 
of  communicating  observations  to  the  public. 

AprU  Sth.  I  am  officially  called  on,  by  the  authority  of  General 

Gaines,  as  a  witness  in  the  case  of  Lieutenant  Walter  Bicker, 

U.  S.  A.,  who  is  summoned  to  a  court  martial  in  Fort  Brady. 

This  is  the  gentleman  whose  family  is  referred  to  in  a  previous 

part  of  my  journal  in  the  autumn  of  1822,  on  the  occasion  of 

the  gentle  Mr.  Laird's  missionary  visit  to  St.  Mary's;  and  his 

high  moral  character  and  correct  deportment  render  it  a  subject 

of  mystery  to  me  what  cause  of  complaint  his  brother  officers 

could  conjure  up  against  him. 

litL  The  superintendence  of  the  press  in  the  printing  of 
my  "Travels  in  the  Central  Portions  of  the  Mississippi  Valley," 
has  constituted  a  groundwork  to  my  amusements  during  the  winter. 
The  work  is  this  day  published  by  Collins  and  Ilannay.  I  imme- 
diatelj  prepared  to  return  to  the  lakes.  About  five  months  had 
passed  away,  almost  imperceptibly.  We  had  held  a  most  gratify- 
ing intercourse  with  a  highly  moral  and  refined  portion  of  society. 
The  city  had  been  seen  in  its  various  phases  of  amusement  and 
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instruction.  A  large  part  of  the  interest  to  others  and  attention 
excited  arose  manifestly  from  the  presence  of  a  person  of  Indian 
<^escent,  and  of  refined  manners  and  education,  in  the  person  of  Mrs. 
Schoolcraft,  vith  an  infant  son  of  more  than  prdinary  beauty  of 
lineament  and  mental  promise.  There  was  something  like  a  sensa- 
tion in  every  circle,  and  often  persons,  whose  curiosity  was  superior 
to  their  moral  capacity  of  appreciation,  looked  intensely  to  see  the 
northern  Pocahontas.  Her  education  had  been  finished  abroad. 
.  She  wrote  a  most  exquisite  hand,  and  composed  with  ability,  ' 
and  grammatical  skill  and  taste.  Her  voice  was  soft,  and  her  ex- 
pression clear  and  pure,  as  her  father,  who  ni^as  from  one  of  the 
highest  and  proudest  circles  of  Irish  society,  haGH[)cen  particularly 
attentive  to  her  orthography  and  pronunciation  and  selection  of 
trords  of  the  best  usage  abroad. 

20th.  This  day  wo  left  the  mansion  of  our  kind  hostess, 
Mrs.  Mann,  on  lower  Broadway,  and  ascended  thsll  Hudson  by 
daylight,  in  order  to  view  its  attractive  scenery. 
*  We  discussed  the  etymology  of  some  of  the  ancient  Indian 
names  alpng  the  river,  which  we  found  to  be  in  the  Manhattan 
or  Mohegan  dialects  of  the  Algonquin,  and. which  appeared  so 
nearly  identical  in  the  grammatical  principles  and  sounds  with 
the  Chippewa,  as  to  permit  Mrs.  S.  in  many  cases  to  recover  the 
exact  meanings.  Thus,  Coxackie  is  founded  on  an  Indian  term 
which  means  Falling-in  banky  or  cut  bank. 

We  stopped  a  week  or  two  in  Western  New  York  at  my  brother- 
in-law's,  in  Vernon,  Oneida  County.  *  I  took  along  to  the  West, 
which  had  been  favorable  to  me,  my  youngest  brother  James,  and 
my  sister  Maria  Eliza.  We  pursued  our  route  through  Western 
New  York  and  Buffalo,  and  reached  Detroit  on  tho  6th  of  May. 

I  here  found  a  letter  from  Dr.  J.  V.  Rensselaer,  of  New  York, 
written  two  days  after  leaving  the  city,  saying:  "I  have  this 
morning  finished  the  perusal  of  your  last  work,  and  consider 
myself  much  your  debtor  for  the  new  views  you  have  given  me  of 
the  interesting  region  you  describe.  Nor  am  I  more  pleased  with 
the  matter  than  with  the  simple  impretending  manner  in  which 
you  have  chosen  to  clothe  it.*' 

I  also  found  a  note  informing  me  that  Gov.  Cass  had  gone 
to  hold  a  conference  with  the  Wyandot  Indians"  at  Wapaken- 
nota,  Ohio,  that  he  would  return  about  the  10th  of  June,  and 
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immediately  set  out  for  Prairie  du  Chien  by  the  way  of  the  Fox 
aodlTiflcoQsin  rivers,  and  would  have  me  to  go  with  him. 

"Ton  must  calculate  the  time  when  I  shall  probably  reach 
MaddnadCy  and  I  trust  you  will  join  us  there.  I  have  a  thousand 
I8U0118  why  you  should  undertake  the  tour.  Many  of  the  Indians 
vin  be  from- your  agency,  and  such  a  convocation  will  never  again 
be  seen  upon  this  frontier.  You  can  return  by  the  Chippewa 
Kirer,  which  will  give  you  a  fine  opportunity  of  becoming;  ac- 
(fsainted  with  a  part  of  the  country  very  little  known.*' 

Leaving  my  ^ter  'v^th  friends  temporarily  at  Detroit,  I  pursued 
ay  way,. without  loss,  of  time,  to  the  Sault;  where,  sfmong  the 
correspondence  accumulated,  I  found  some  subjects  that  may  be 
noticed.  Mr.  G.  G.  Trowbridge  gives  this  testimony  respecting 
Mr.  A.  E.  Wing,  a  gentleman  then  prominent  as  a  politician. 

"He  is  an  intelligent,  high  minded  and  honorable  man,  and 
gifted  with  habits  of  perseverance  and  industry  which  eminently 
qualify  him  to  represent  the  Territory  in  Congress." 

On  the  Ist  of  June  the  Executive  of  the  Territory  apprizes  me 
of  his  return  from  Wapekennota,  and  that  ho  is  bending  all  his 
force  for  the  contemplated  trip  to  Prairie  du  Chien. 

"I  enclose  you,"  he  adds,  "the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  war 
department,  by  which  you  will  perceive  th«at  the  Secretary  has 
Jetermined,  that  the  outrage  of  last  fall  shall  not  go  unpunished. 
Uis  determination  is  a  wise  one,  for  the  apprehension  of  the  Chip- 
pewa murderers  is  essential  to  the  preservation  of  our  character 
and  influence  among  the  Indians." 

June  nth*  Business  and  science,  antiquities  and  politics  are 
curiously  jumbled  along  in  the  same  path,  without,  however  (as  I 
believe  they  never  do  where  the  true  spirit  of  knowledge  is  present), 
at  all  mingling,  or  making  turbid  the  stream  of  inquiry. 

Colonel  Thomas  L.  M*Kenney,  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
in  a  letter  of  this  date  says:  "  At  the  Little  Falls  of  the  Potomac, 
are  to  be  seen  the  prints  of  turkeys'  feet  in  stone,  made  just  as  the 
tracks  of  the  animal  appear,  when  it  runs  upon  dust  or  in  the  snow." 
22d.  On  this  day,  there  suddenly  presented  themselves,  at 
the  oflBce  of  Indian  Agency,  the  Chippewa  war  party  who  com- 
mitted the  murders  at  Lake  Pepin,  on  the  Mississippi,  last  year, 
who,  on  the  demand  made  upon  the  nation,  with  a  threat  of  mili- 
tary punishment,  surrendered  the  murderers.  I  immediately 
14 
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commenced,  their .  examination,  after  haying  an  additional  special 
interpretor  sworn- in  (Trtiman  A.  Warren),  and  sending  for  a 
justice  of  the  peace  to  assist  in  their  examination.  The  entire  day 
was  devoted  in  this  manner,  and  at  the-  close,  six  of*  the  pttrty  ' 
against  whom  an  indictment  for  murder  would  lay,  committed  on 
a  mittimus,  with  a  note  requesting  the  commanding  officer  to  ini- 
prison  them  in  the  guard  house,  until  he  could  haye  them  jconveyed 
to  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  at  Michilimackinack.  Their  names 
were,  Sagetone,  Otagami,  Kakabisha,  Annimikence,  and  Nawa-, 
jiwienoce — to  whom  was  afterwards  added  Eewaynokwut,  the  leader 
of  the  party.  The  incidents  of  this  transaction,  as  they  appeared 
in  that  examination,  haye  been  narrated  ,on  a  preyious  page. 

This  Burrendery  was  eyidently  made  on  representations  of  the 
traders,  who  acted  on  strong  assurance  that  it  would  ayert  the 
marching  of  a  military  force  against  them,  and  on  some  mistaken 
notions  of  their  own  about  public  clemency.  > 

When  the  examination  was  finished,  and  while  preliminary 
steps  were  in  process,  for  their  committment,  I  addressed  them  as 
follows : — 

^'  Chippewas — I  have  listened  attentiyely  to  all  that  has  been 
said,  either  for  or  against  you,  and  haye  been  careful  to.  haye  it 
put  upon  paper,  that  nothing  might  be  forgotten.  It  appears 
you  went  to  the  Mississippi,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the 
Sioux,  to  reyenge  murders  which  they  had  committed  in  your 
country.  In  an  eyil  hour  you  encountered  a  party  of  Americans, 
consisting  of  four  persons,  encamped  at  the  foot  of  Lake  Pepin. 
It  was  night. '  They  were  all  asleep.  Tou  went  to  their  tent  in 
a  hostile  -manner,  and  were  receiyed  as  friends.  They  gave  you 
tobacco  and  presents ;  and  your  war  chief  told  them  they  need  not 
fear,  that  they  should  not  be  molested. 

Oh  thb  declaration  he  withdrew,  followed  by  the  whole  party, 
and  had  proceeded  some  distance,  when  an  eyil  suggestion  occurred 
to  one  of  the  party,  who  said,  '^  that  when  he  went  out  hunting 
he  did  not  like  to  return  without  haying  killed  something."  Guns 
were  fired.  An  electric  effect  was  produced  and  a  rush  tomrds  the  . 
tent  they  had  left  took  place  among  those  who  were  in  tne  rear. 
The  strife  seemed  who  should  get  there  first,  and  imbrue  his  hands 
in  blood. 

^^  Of  this  number  you  Sagetone,  you  Kakabisha,  you  Otagami, 
you  Annimikence,  and  you  Nawajiwienoce,  were  principal  actors, 
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and  jovL  had  the  meanness  to  put  to  death  men  who  had  never 
harmed  you,  and  who,  by  jour  own  confession,  you  had  robbed  of 
their  arms,  but  whom  you  had,  nevertheless,  promised  their  lives. 
This  was  not, an  evidence  of  courage,  but  of  cowardice.  By  this 
perfidious  act  you  also  violated  your  promises,  and  proved  your- 
selves to  be  the  most  debased  of  human  beings— liars ! 

^^You  have' asked  me  many  times  in  the  course  of  this  day  to 

tike  pity  on  you.     How  have  you  the  hearts  to  stand  up  and  ask 

me  for  pity,-  when  you  have  showed  no  pity  yourselves.     When 

those  poor  disarmed  and  despairing  men  implored  you  to  pity  their 

eondition,  reminding  you  of  your  promises,  and  their  generosity . 

in  making  you  presents,  when  you  saw  them  afterwards  submit  to 

be  plundered,  you  gave  them  not  pity  but  the  war  club  and  scalping 

bife.    Did  you  suppose  the  God  of  white  men  would  permit  you 

to  go  unpunished  ?   Did  you  think  you  had  gdt  so  far  in  the  woods 

that  no  person  could  find  you  out  ?     Or,  did  you  think  your  gfeat 

father,  the  President,  governed  by  a  pusillanimous  principle,  would 

allow  you  to  kill  any  of  his  people,  without  seeking  to  be  revenged? 

"Let  this  day  open  your  eyes.   You  have  richly  deserved  death, 

and  not  a  man  of  your  nation  could  complain,  if  I  should  order 

jon  at  this  instant,  to  be  drawn  out  before  m^  door,  and  shot. 

Bat  a  less  honorable  death  awaits  you. 

"I  have  before  told  you,  that  your  Great  Father  the  President 

is  as  just  as  he  is  powerful ;  and  that  he  seeks  to  take  away  the 

life  of  no  man,  without  full,  just,  and  clear  proof  of  guilt.     For 

this  purpose  he  has  'appointed  other  chiefs,  whose  duty  it  is  to 

hear,  try,  and  punish  all  offences. 

'' Before  these  judges  you  shall  now  be  sent.  You  will  bi^ 
closely  examined.  You  will  have  counsel  assigned  to  defend  your 
caase.  You  will  have  every  advantage  that  one  of  our  own  citizens 
eould  claim.  If  any  cause  can  be  shown  why  one  of  you  is  less 
guilty  than  another  it  will  then  appear ;  if  not,  your  bodies  will  be 
hung  on  a  gallows." 

I  then  addressed  Kewaynockwut.  ^'No  person  has  accused 
you  of  murder ;  but  you  have  led  men  who  committed  murder, 
and  have  thereby  excited  the  anger  of  your  Great  Father,  who  is 
slow  to  forgive  when  any  of  his  people,  even  the  poorest  of  them, 
have  been  injured,  far  less  when  a  murder  has  been  committed. 
Though  I  include  you  with  those  cowards  who  first  took  away 
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the  arms  of  our  people,  and  then  shot  them — ^those  mean  dogs 
•who  sit  trembling,  before  me — I  do  not  forgive  you. .  The  blood 
of  our  citizens  rests  upon  you.  I  can  neither  take  you  by  Uie  hand, 
nor  smoke  the  pipe  you  offer  to  me.  You  lie  under  the  severe 
ctosure  of  your  Great  Father,,  whose  anger,  like  a  dark  cloud, 
rests  upon  you  and  your  peoplQ. 

^^Four  of  the  chief  murderers,  namely,  Okwagun,  Pasigwetang, 
Metakossiga,  and  Wamitegosh,  yet  xemain  inland..  Go,  in  order 
to  appease  his  anger ;  take  your  followers  wit^h  you,  and' bring 
them  out.  You  cannot  do  a  more  pleasing  act  to  him  and  to  your 
owJti  nation.  ,  For  you  must  reflect  that  if  these  murderers  are  not 
promptly  brought  out,  war  will  be  immediately  made  against  your 
villages,  and  the  most  signal  vengeance  taken.''  ^ 
'  Great  alarm  was  manifested  by  the  murderers,  when  they  saw  that 
th^  questions  and  answers  were  written  down,  and  a  strict  course  of 
accountability  taken  as  the  basis  of  the  examination.  I  had  fore- 
seen something  of  this'  alarm,  and  requested  the  commanding 
officer  to  send  me  a  detachme^t  of  men.  lieuteni^nt  C.  F.  Mor- 
ton, 2d  Infantry^  to  whom  this  matter  was  entrusted,  managed  it 
well.  He  paraded  his  men  in  a  hollow  square,  in  front  of  the 
office,  in  such  manner  that  the  office  formed  one  angle  of  th^ 
sqi^re,  so  that  the  main  issue  from  the  door  ushered  the  indi- 
vidilal,  into  a  square  bristling  with  bayonets.  He  stood  himself 
with  a  drawn  sword. 

It  was  eleven  o'clock  in  the  evening  when  their  examination 
and  the  final  arrangements  were  completed^  and  when  I  directed 
the  interpreter  to  open  the  door  and  lead  ,  out  the.  murderers, 
they  were  greatly  alarmed  by  the  appearance  of  tlie  bright  array 
of  musquetry,  supposing,  evidently,. that  they  were  to  be  ipstantly 
shot.     Thpy  trembled. 
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Trip  to  Prairie  da  Ghien  on  the  Mississippi — Large  assemblage  of  tribes-^ 

Their  appearance  and  oharacter— Sioux,  Winnebagoes,  Chippewas,  ^. — 

Striking  and  extraordinary  appearance  of  the.  Sacs  and  Foxes,  and  of  the 

lowas — Keokuk*^  Mongazid'9  speech  —  Treaty  of  limits  —  Whisky  queQ- 

tioQ~A  literary  impostov--^oucmey  through  the  valleys  of  the  Fox  and 

WiBConsin  rivers — Incidentsr-Menomonies — A  big  nose — Wisconsin  Por- 

June  23rf.  The  whole  village  was  alive  with  the  excitment  of  the 
^orrendery  of  the. murderers.  The  agency  office  had  been  crowded 
with  spectators  during  the  examination ;  and  both  white  and  red 
men  saw  in.their  voluntary  delivery  into  the  hands  of  the  agent, 
an  evidence  of  the  power  of  the  government  in  watching  ov«r  aixci 
vindicating  the  lives  and  interests  of  its  citizens  in  the  wil()est 
wilderness,  which  was  gratifying  to  all. 

To  Gitche  laiiba,  the  chief  at  the  bay  of  Kewywenon,  in  Lake 
Superior,  who  had  been  instrumental  in  producing  the  delivery, 
I  presented  a  silver  medal  of  the  first  class,  with  a  written  speech 
approbatory  of  the  act,  and  complimentary  of  himself.  In  the  mean- 
time, my  preparations  for  attending  the  general  convocation  of 
tribes^  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  were  completed.     I  placed  the  agency 
under  the  charge  of  Captain  N.  S.  Clark,  2d  Infantry,  who  had  satis- 
factorily and  ably  performed  its  duties  during  my  absence  at  New 
Tort.   .  I  had  selected  a  deloffati.Qn  of  the  most  influential  chiefs  to 
attend  the  contemplated  council.    And  crll  things  being  ready,  and 
my  canoe-^Hege  in  thje  water,  with  its  flag  set,  I  embarked  for  the 
trip  on  the  24th.     I  descended  the  straits  that  day,*  and  having 
turned  Point  Detour  reached  Michilimackinack  the  next  morning. 
The  party  from  Detroit  had  reached  that  point  the  same  morning, 
after  traversing  the  Huron  coasts  for  upwards  of  300  miles,  in 
a  light  canoe.     Congratulations  on  the  success  that  had  attend- 
ed  the  demiMd  for  the  Chippewa  murderers,  awaited  me.     Some 
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practical  questions,  deemed  indispensable  respecting  that  trans- 
action, required  my  immediate  return  to  St.  Mury's,  which,  was 
effected  on  the  27th,  and  I  again  embarked  at  St.  Mary's  on 
the  28th,  and  rejoined  the  party  at  Mackinack  on  the  30th.  The 
distance  traversed  is  about  ninety  miles,  which  was  four  times 
passed  and  repassed  in  six  days,  a  feat  that  could  only  have  been 
accomplished  in  the  calms  of  summer. 

We  finally  left  Mackinack  for  our  destination  on  the  Mississippi, 
on  the  1st  of  July.  The  convocation  to  which  we  were  now  pro- 
ceeding was  for  the  purpose  of  settling  internal  disputes  between 
the  tribes,  by  fixing  the  boundaries  to  their  respective  territories^ 
and  thus  laying  the  foundation  of  a  laisting  peace  on  the  fron- 
tiers. And  it  marks  an  era  in  the  policy  of  our  negotiations  with 
the  Indians,  which  is  memorable.  No  such  gathering  of  the  tribes 
had  ever  before  occurred,  and  its  results  have  taken  away  the  ne- 
cessity of  any  in  future,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  lines  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi. 

We  encountered  head  winds,  and  met  with  some  delay,  in  pass- 
ing through  the  straits  into  Lake  Michigan,  imd  after  escaping  an 
imminent  hazard  of  being  blown  off  into  the  open  lake,  jn  a  fog, 
reached  Green  Bay  on  the  4th.  The  journey  up  the  Fox  River, 
and  its  numerous  portages,  was  resumed  on  the  14th,  and  after 
having  ascended  the  river  to  its  head,  we  crossed  over  the  Fox  ai^d 
Wisconsin  portage,  and  descending  the  latter  with  safety,  readied 
Frairiq  du  Chien  on  the  21st,  making  the  whole  journey  from  Mack- 
inack in  twenty-one  days. 

We  found  a  very  large  number  of  the  various  tribes  asseqibled. 
Not  only  the  village,  but  the  entire  banks  of  the  river  for  miles  above 
and  below  the  town,  and  the  island  in  the  river,  was  covered  with 
their  tents.  The  Dakotahs,  with  their  high  pointed  buffalo  skin 
tents,  above  the  town,  and  their  decorations  and  implements  of 
flags,  feathers,  skins  and  personal  '^  braveries,''  presented  the 
scene  of  a  Bedouin  encampment.  Some  of  the  chiefs  had  the 
skins  of  skunks  tied  to  their  heels,  to  symbolize  that  they  never 
ran,  as  that  animal  is  noted  for  its  slow  and  self-possessed  move- 
ments. 

Wanita,  the  Yankton  chief,  had  a  most  magnificent  robe  of  ^  the 
buffalo,  curiously  worked  with  dyed  porcupine's  quills  and  sweet 
grass.     A  kind  of  war  flag,  made  of  eagles'  and  vultures'  large 
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leatliers,  presented  quite  a  martial-  air.  TITar '  clubs  and  lanoes 
presented  almost  every  imaginable  device  of  paint;  but  by  far  the 
most  elaborate  thing  was  their  pipes  of  red  stone,  curiously  carved, 
and  having  flat  wooden  handles  of  some  four  feet  in  length,  orna- 
mented with  the  scalps  of  the  red-headed  woodpecke;*  and  male 
dock,  and  tail  feathers  of  birds  artificially  attached  by  strings  and 
qoill  work,  so  as  to  hang  in  the  figure  of  a  quadrant.  Sut  the 
most  elaborately  wrought  part  of  the  devices  consisted  of  dyed  por- 
eopines'  quills,  arraifged  ^  a  kind  of  aboriginal  mosaic. 

The  Winnebagoes,  who  speak  a  cognate  dialect  of  the  Dacotah, 
were  encamped  near;  and  resembled  them  in  their  style  of  lodges, 
trta,  and  general  decorations. 

Tke  Ghippewas  presented  the  more  usually  known  traits,  manners 
and  customs. of  the  great  Algonquin  family-^-of  whom  they  are, 
indeed,  the  best  representative.  The  call  and  warlike  bands  from 
the  flourees  of  the  Mississippi — from  La  Point,  in  Lake  Superior — 
from  the  valleys  of  the  Chippewa  and  St.  Croix  rivers,  and  the 
Bice  Lake  region  of  Lac  du  Flambeau,  and  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  were 
well  represented. 

The  cognate  tribe  of  the  Menomonies,  and  of  the  Potawattomies 
and  Ottowas  from  Lake  Michigan,  assimilated  and  mingled  with 
the  Chippewas.     Some  of  the  Iroquois  of  Qrcen  Bay  were  present. 
But  no  tribes  attracted  ^  intense  a  degree  of  interest  as  the 
lowas,  and  the  Sacs  and  Foxes — tribes  of  radically  diverse  lan- 
guages, yet  united  in  a  league  against  the  Sioux.     These  tribes  were 
encamped  on  the  island,  or  opposite  coast.     They  came  to  the  treaty 
ground,  armed  and  dressed  as  a  war  party.     They  were  all  armed 
with  spears,  clubs,  guns  and  knives.      Many  of  the  warriors  had  a 
long  tuft  of  red-horse  hair  tied  at  their  elbows,  an^  bore  a  neck 
lace  of  grizzly  bears'  claws.     Their  head-dress  consisted  of  red  dyed 
horse-hair,  tied  in  such  manner  to  the  scalp  lock  as  to  present  the 
shape  of  the  decoration  of  a  Roman  helmet.     The  rest  of  the  head 
was  completely  shaved  and  painted.    A  long  iron  shod  lance  was  car- 
ried  in  the  hand.  A  species  of  baldric  supported  part  of  their  arms. 
The  azian,  moccason  and  leggins  constituted  a  part  of  their  dress. 
They  were,  indeed,  nearly  nude,  and  painted.     Often  the  print  of 
a  hand,  in  white  clay,  marked  the  back  or  shoulders.     They  bore 
flags  of  feathers.     They  beat  drums.     They  uttered  yells,  at 
definite  points.     They  landed  in   compact  ranks.     They  looked 
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the  very  spirit  of  defiance.  Their  leader  stood  as  a  prince,  majestic 
and  frowning.  The  wild,  native  pride  of  man,  in  the  savage  state, 
flushed  by  success  in  war,  and  confident  in  the  strength  of  his  aorm, 
T^as  never  so  fully  depicted  to  my  eyes.  And  the  forest  tribes  of 
the  continent  may  be  challenged  to  have  ever  presented  airpiec- 
taole  of  bold  daring,  and  martial  prowess,  equal  to  their  landing. 

Their  martial  bearing,  their  high  tone,  and  whole  behavior 
during  their  stay,  in  and  out  of  council,  was  impros^ve,  and 
demonstrated,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to  what  a  high  pitch  of  phy«> 
sical  and  moral  courage,  bravery  and  success  in  wiar  may  lead  a 
savage  people.  Keokuk,  who  led  them,'  Btood  with  his  war  lance, 
high  crest  of  feathers,  and  daring  eye,  like  another  Goriolanns, 
and  when  he  spoke  in  council,  and  at  the  same  time  shook  his  lance 
at  his  enemies,  the  Sioux,  it  was  evident  that  he  wanted  but  an  op- 
portunity to  make  their  blood  flow  like  water.  Wapelo,  and  otk^r 
chiefs  backed  him,  and  the  whole  array,  with  their  shaved  heads 
and  high  crests  pf  red  horse-hair,  told  the  spectator  plainly,  that 
each  of  these  men  held  his  life  in  his  hand,  and  was  ready  to  spring 
to  the  work  of  slaughter  at  the  cry  of  their  chief. 

General  William  Clark,  from  St.  Louis,  was  associated  witli 
General  Cass  in  this  negotiation.'  The  great  object  was  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  a  permanent  peace  by  establishing  boundaries.  Day 
after  day  was  assigned  to  this,  the  agents  laboring  with  the  chiefs, 
and  making  themselves  familiar  with  Indian  bark  maps  and  draw- 
ings. The  thing  pleased  the  Indians.  They  clearly  saw  that  it 
was  a  benevolent  efibrt  for  their  good,  and  showed  a  hearty  mind 
to  work  in  the  attainment  of  the  object.  The  United  States  asked 
for  no  cession.  Many  glowing  harangues  were  made  by  tlie  chieft, 
which  gave  scope  to  their  peculiar  oratory,  which  is  well  worth  the 
preserving.  Mongazid,  of  Fond  du  Lac,  Lake  Superior,  said: 
"  When  I  heard  the  voice  of  my  Great  Father,  coming  up  the  Mis- 
sissippi Valley  calling  me  to  this  treaty,  it  seemed  as  a  murmuring 
wind ;  I  got  up  from  my  mat  where  I  sat  musing,  and  hastened  to 
obey  it.  My  pathway  has  been  clear  and  bright.  Truly  it  is  a 
pleasant  sky  above  our  heads  this  day.  There  is  not  a  cloud  to 
darken  it.  I  hear  nothing  but  pleasant  words.  The  raven  is  not 
waiting  for  his  prey,  I  hear  no  eagle  cry — "Come,  let  us  go.  The 
feafit  is  ready — the  Indian  has  killed  his  brother." 

When  nearly  a  whole  month  had  been  consumed  in  these  nego^ 
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tiations,  a  treaty  of  limits  was  signed,  which  will  long  be  remem- 
bered in  the  Indian  reminiscences.    This  was  on  the  19th  of  August 
(1825),  vide  Indiui  Treaties,  p.  371.    It  was  a  pleasing  sight  to  see 
the  explorer  of  the  Columbia  in  1806, 'and  the  writer  of  the  pro- 
clamation of  the  army  that'  invaded  Canada  in  1812,  uniting  iii  a 
task  boding  so  much  good  to  the  tribes  wbDse  passions  and  tres- 
passes on  each  other'^  lands  keep  them  perpetually  at  war. 

'Tis  war  alone  that  gluts  the  Indian's  min(l, 
^    As  eating  meats,  inflames  the  tiger  kind. 

^  Hbth. 

At  the  close  of  the  treaty,  an  experiment  was  made  on  the 
moral  sense  of  the  Indians,  with  regard  to  intoxicating  liquors, 
which  was  evidently  of  too  refined  a  character  for  their,  just 
appreciation.  It  had  been  said  by  the  tribes  that  the  true  reason 
for  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  government  speaking 
against  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  by  the  Indians,  and  refusing  to 
gi?e  them,  was  not  a  sense  of  its  bad  effects,  so  much,  as  the  fear  of 
the  expense*  To  show  them  that  the  government  was  above  such 
a  petty  principle^  the  Commissioners  had  a  long  row  of  tin  camp 
kettles,  holding  several  gallons  each,  placed  on  the  graas,  from  one 
end  of  the  council  house  to  the  other,  and  then,  after  some  suitable 
remarks,  each. kettle  was  spilled  out  in  their  presence.'  The  thing 
was  evidently  ill  relished  by  the  Indians.  They  loved  the  whisky 
better  than  the  joke. 

Impoitor. — Among  the  books  which  I  purchased  for  General 
Cass,  at  New  York,  was  the  narrative  of  one  John  Dunn  Hunter. 
I  remember  being  introduced  to  the  man,  at  one  of  my  visits  to 
New  York,  by  Mr.  Carter.  He  appeared  to  be  one  of  those  ano- 
malous persons,  of  easy  good  natuire,  without  much  energy  or  will, 
and  little  or  no  moral  sense,  who  might  be  made  a  tool  of.  It 
seems  no  one  at  New  York  was  taken  in  by  him,  but  having 
wandered  over  to  London,  the  booksellers  found  him  a  good  subject 
for  a  book,  and  some  hack  there,  with  considerable  cleverness, 
made  him  a  pack-horse  for  carrying  a  load  of  stuff  about  America's 
treatment  of  the  Indians.  It  was  called  a  "captivity,"  and  he 
was  made  to  play  the  part  of  an  adventurer  among  the  Indians — 
somewhat  after  the  manner  of  John  Tanner.     C.  reviewed  the 
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booky  on  our  route  and  at  the  Prairie,  for  the  North  Ameri- 
can^ in'  an  article  which  created  quite  a  sensation,  and  will  be 
remembered  for  its  force  and  eloquence.  He  first  read  to  me 
som<e  of  these  glowing  sentences,  while  on  the  portages  of  the  Fox. 
It  was  continued,  during  the  leisure  hours  of  the  conferences,  and 
finally  the  critique  was  finished,  after  his  visiting  the  place  and 
the  person,  in  Missouri,  to  which  Hunter  had  alluded  as  his  spon- 
sor in  baptism.  Th,e  man  denied  all  knowledge  of  him.  Hunter 
was  utterly  demolished,  and  his  book  shown  to  be  (ts  great  a  tissue 
of  misrepresentation  as  that  of  Psalmanazar  himself. 

August  2i«f.  The  .party  separates.  I  ^ad  determined  to  return 
to  the  Sault  by  way  of  Lake  Superior,  through  Chippewa  Biver. 
But,  owing  to  the  murder  of  Finley  and  his  men  at  its  mouth  in 
1824, 1  found  it  impossible  to  engage  men  at  Prairie  du  Ohien, 
to  take  that  route.  I  determined  therefore  to  go  up  the  Wis-- 
cousin,  and  by  the  way  of  Green  Bay.  For  this  purpose,  I  pur- 
chased a  light  canoe,  engaged  men  to  paddle  it,  and  laid  in  provi- 
sions and  stores  to  last  to  Green  Bay.  Having  done  so,  I  embarked 
about  3  o'clock  P.M.,  descending  the  majestic  Mississippi,  with 
spirits  enlivened  by  the  hope  of  soon  rejoining  friends  far  away. 
At  the  same  time,  Mr.  HoUiday  left  for  the  same  destination  in  a 
separate  canoe.  •  On  reaching  the  mouth  of  the  Wisconsiup  we 
entered  that  broad  tributary,  and  found  the  current  strong.  We 
passed  the  point  of  rocks  called  Petite' OreSj  and  encamiped  -at 
Grand  Gres. 

Several  hours  previous  to  leaving  the  prairie,  a  friend  hand- 
ed me  an  enveloped  packet,  saying,  ''Read  it  when  you  get  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Wiscon^."  I  had  no  eonception  what  it  re- 
lated to,  but  felt  great  anxiety  to  reach  the  place  mentioned.  I 
then  opened  it,  and  read  as  follows :  ''I  cannot  separate  from  you 
without  expressing  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  honor 
you  have  done  me,  by  connecting  my  name  with  your  Narratwe  of 
TraveU  in  the  Central  Portions  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  ^c." 
Nothing  could  have  been  more  gratifying  or  unexpected. 

22(2.  A  fog  in  the  valley  detained  us  till  5  o'clock  A.M.  After 
traveling  about  two  hours,  Mr.  HoUiday's  canoe  was  crushed 
against  a  rock.  While  detained  in  repairing  it,  I  ordered  my 
cook  to  prepare  breakfast.     It  wa^  now  9  o*clock,  when  we  again 
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proceeded,  till  thebeat  of  nooA  much  affected  the  men.  We  pushed 
our  canoes  under  some* overhanging  trees,  where  we  found  fine 
cluflters  of  ripe  grapes. 

In  going  forifard  we  passed  two  canoes  of  Menomonies,  going 
out  on  their  fall  huut^  on  the  Chippewa  Biver.  These  people 
have  no  hunting .  grounds  of  their  own,,  and  are  obliged  to  the 
courtesy  of  neighboring  nations  for  a  subsistence.  .  Thej  are  the 
most  erratic  of  all  our  tribes,,  and  may  he  said  to  be  almost 
oomadic.  We  had  already  passed  the  canoes,  when  Mr.  Lewis, 
the  portrait  painter,  called  out  stoutly  behind  us,  from,  an  island  in 
tbe  riyer.  '^Oh !  ho !  I  did  not  know  but  there  was  some  other 
breaking  of  the  canoe,  or  worse  disaster,  and  directed  the  men  to 
put  back.  See,  see,"  said  he,  ^'  that  fellow's  nose !  Did  you  ever  see 
Buch  a  protuberance  7"  It  was  one  of  the  Menomonies  fropi  Butte 
ia  MartSy  with  a  globular  irregular  lump  on  the  end  of  his  nose, 
half  as  big  as  a  man's  fist.  Lewis's  artistic  risibles  were  at  their 
height,  and  he  set  to  work  to  draw  him.  I  could  think  of  nothing 
appropriate,  but  Sterne  and  Strasbourg. 

23i.  A  heavy  fog  detained  us  at  Caramani's  village,  till  near 
6  A.M.  The  fog,  however,  still  continued,  so  thick  as  to  conceal 
objects  at  twenty  yards  distance.  We  consequently  went  cau-. 
tiously.  Both  this  day  and  yesterday  we  have  been  constantly  in 
Bight  of  Indian  canoeS,  on  their  return  from  the  treaty.  Wooden 
canoes  are  exclusively  used  by  the  Winnebagoes.  They  are 
pushed  along  with  .poles. 

We  passed  a  precipitous  range  of  hills  near  Pine  Greek,  on  one 
of  which  is  a  cave,  called  by  our  boatmen  L'diable  au  Port.  This 
soperstition^of  peopling  dens  and  other  dark  places  with  the  '<  arch 
fiend,"  is  common.  If  the  ^'old  serpent"  has  given  any  proofs  to 
the  French  boatmen  of  his  residence  here,  I  shall  only  hope  that 
he  will  confine  himself  to  this  river,  and  not  go  about  troubling 
quiet  folks  in  the  land  of  the  Lakes.  ^ 

At  Ene  ^ver  we  went  ipland  about  a  mile  to  see  an  old  mine, 
probably  the  remains  of  French  enterprise,  or  French  credulity. 
But  all  its  golden  ,ores  had  flown,  probably  frightened  ofi*  by  the 
old  fellow  of  L'diable  au  Port.  We  saw  only  pits  dug  ii^  the 
sand  overgrown  with  trees. 

Near  this  spot  in  the  river,  we  overtook  Shingabowossin  and 
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his  party  of  Chippcwas.  They  had  left  the  prairie  on  tho  same 
day  that  we  did,  but  earlier.  They  had  been  in  some  dread  of  the 
Winnebagocs,  and  stopped  on  th.e  island  to  wait  for  ns; 

In  passing  the  channel  of  Iktoufy  we  observed  many  thousand 
tons. of  white  rock  lying  in  the  river,  which  had  lately  fallen  from 
the  bank,  leaving  a  solid  perpendicular  precipice.  This  rock, 
banks  and  ruins,  is,  like  all  the  Wisconsin  Valley  rocks,  a  very 
white  and  fine  sandstone. 

We  passed  five  canoes  of  Monomonies,  on  their  way  to  bunt  on 
Chippewa  River,  to  whom  I  presented  some  powder,  lead,  and  floor. 
They  gave  me  a  couple  .of  fish,  of  the  kind  called  pe-can-o  by  tiie 
Indians. 

24fA.  We  were  again  detained  by  the  fog,  till  half  past 
five  A.  M.,  and  after  a  hard  day's  fatiguing  toil,  I  encamped 
at  eight  o'clock  P.  M.  on  a  sandy  island  in  the  centre  of  the 
Wisconsin.  The  water  in  the  river  is  low,  and  spreads  strag- 
glingly  over  a  wide  surface.  The  very  bed  of  the  river  is'mov- 
ing  sand.  While  supper  was  preparing,  I  took  from  my  trunk 
a  towel,  clean  shirt,  and  cake  of  soap,  and  spent  half  on  hour  ■  in 
bathing  in  the  river  upon  the  clean  yellow  sand.  After  this  grate- 
ful refreshment,  I  sank  sweetly  to  repose  in  my  tent. 

2bth.  The  fog  dispersed  earlier  this  morning  than  usual. 
We  embarked  a  few  minutes  after  four  A.  M.,  and  landed  for 
breakfast  at  ten.  The  weather  now,  was  quite  sultry^as  indeed  it 
has  been  during  the  greater  part  of  every  day,  since  leaving  Tipe- 
sage — i.  e.  the  Prairie.  Our  route  this  day  carried  us  through  the 
most  picturesque  and  interesting  part  of  the  Wisconsin,  called  the 
Highlands  or  River  Hills.  Some  of  these  hills  are  high,  with  pre- 
cipitous faces  towards  the  river.  Others  terminate  in  round  grassy 
knobs,  with  oaks  dispersed  about  the  sides.  The  namie  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  taken  from  this  feature.*  Generally  speak- 
ing, the  country  has  a  bald  and  barren  aspect.  Not  a  tree  has 
apparently  been  cut  upon  its  banks,  and  not  a  village  is  seen  to 
relieve  the  tedium  of  an  unimproved  wilderness.  The  huts  of  an 
Indian  locality  seem  ^^  at  random  cast."  I  have  already  said  these 
conical  and  angular  hills  present  masses  of  white  sandstone,  where- 

*  Sin,  the  terminal  syllable*  is  clearly  from  the  Algonquin,  Os-sin,  a  stone. 
The  French  added  the  letter  g,  which  is  the  regular  local  form  of  the  word, 
agreeably  to  the  true  Indian. 
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ever  they  are  precipitous.     The  river  itself  is  almost  a  moving 
mass  of  white  and  yellow  sand;  broad,  clear,  shallow,  and  abound- 
ing in  small  woody  islands,  and  willowy  si^ndbars. 
^  While  making  these*  notes  I  have  beeti  compelled  to  hold  my 
Wk,  pencil  and  umbrella,  the  latter  being  indispensable  to  keep 
off  the  almost  tropical  fervor  of  the  sun/s  rays.     As  the  umbrella 
and  book  must  be  held  in  one  hand,  you  may  judge  that  I  have 
managed  with  some  difficulty ;  and  this  will  account  to  you  for 
many  uncouth  letters  and  much  disjointed  orthography.     Between 
tlie  annoyance  of  insects,  thd^  heat  of  the  sttn,  and  the  difficulties 
of  tbe  way,  we  had  incessant  employment. 

At  three  o'clock  P.  M.  we  put  ashore  for  dinner,  in  a  very  shaded 
md  romantic  spot.  Poetic  images  were  thick  about  us.  '  We  sat 
«pon  mats  spread  upon  a  narrow  carpet  of  grass  between  the  river 
and  a  high  perpendicular  cliff.  The'lattet  threw  its  broad  shade 
iiDr  beyond  us.  This  strip  of  land  was  not  inore  than  ten  feet 
wide,  and  had  any  fragments  of  rock  fallen,  .they  would  have 
crashed  us.  But  we  saw  no  reason  to  fear  such  an  ev^nt,  nor  did 
it  at  all  take  from  the  relish  of  our  dinner.  ^  Green  moss  had 
covered  the  fkce  of  the  rock,  and  formed  a  soft  velvet  covering, 
igainst  which  wo  leaned.  The  broad  and  cool  river  ran  at  our 
feet.  Overhanging  trees  formed,  a  grateful  bower  around  us.  Alas, 
how  are  those  to  be  pitied  who  prefer  palaces  built  with  human 
hands  to  such  sequestered  scenes.  What  perversity  is  there  in 
the  ktiman  understanding,  to  quit  the  delightful  and  peaceful 
abodes  of  nature,'  for  noisy  towns  and  dusty  streets. 

'*  To  me  mote  dear,  congenial  to  my  heart, 
One  native  charm  than  all  the  gloss  of  art.'^ 

At  a  late  hour  in  the  evening  we  reached  the  Wisconsin  portage, 
and  found  Dr.  Wood.  U.  S.  A.,  encamped  there.  He  had  arrived 
a  short  time  before  us,  with. four  Indians  and  one  Canadian  in  a 
canoe,  on  his  way  to  St«  Peter's.  He  had  a  mail  in  his  trunk, 
and  I  had  Reasons  to  believe  I  should  receive  letters,  but  to  my 
sore  disappointment  I  found  nothing.  I  invited  Dr.  Wood  to  sup- 
per, having  some  ducks  and  snipes  to  offer  in  addition  to  my  usual 
stock  of  solids,  such  as  ham,  venison' and  buffalo  tongues. 
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.     CHAPTER  XXIV. 

"*  - 

Descent  of  Fox  Rivei:— Blackbird8r-;-Menoinoniee — Rice  fieldsr— Starriag  Iii'- 
dians — Thunder  storm — ^Dream— >A^  Indian  struck  dead  with  lightning- 
Green  Bay — Death  of  G9lonel  Harnes-^Ineidenta  of  the  journey  from  Gseen 
Bay  to  Michilimackinack^Reminiscences  of  my  early  life  and  travels— 
Choi8:Rra — Farther  reminiscences  of  my  -early  life — Ruins  of  the  ^rst  mia- 
sion  of  Father  Marquette— ^Reach  Michilimac^ack. 

1825.     Auffuit  26th.  A  Portage  of  about  one  mile  find  a 
quarter  was  before  us. 

At  day-break  two  ox  carts,  which!  had  ordered  in  the  eyenii^ 
came,  and  took  our  biiggage  across  to  the  banks  of  l^oz  River- 
The  cuioes  were  carried  over  by  the  different  crews.  On  reaching 
the  banks  of  the  Fox  Biver,  I  concluded  to  «tay  for  the  purpdie 
of  breakfas^ting.  I  added  to  my  stock  of  eatables,  a  bag  of  pota- 
toes^ and  some  butter  and  milk,  puri^hased  from  a  FrenchmA% 
who  resided  here.  It  was  about  nijie  o'clock  A.M.  when  we  em- 
barked on  the  Fox,  and  we  began  its  descent  with. feeling^' not 
widely  different  from  those  of  a  boy,  who  has  carried  his  sled,  ijk 
winter,  up  the  steep  side  of  a  hill,  that  he  may  enjoy  the  pleasmr^ 
of  riding  down.  The  Fox  Biver  is  serpentine,  almost  without  a 
parallel ;  it  winds  about  like  a  string  that  doubles  and,  redoubles,  - 
and  its  channel  is  choked  with  fields  of  wild  rice;  frdm  which 
rose,  continually,  immense  flocks  of  blackbirds.  They  reininded 
me  very  forcibly  of  the  poet's  line— ^ 

'   "  The  birds  of  heaven  shall  vindicate  their  grain." 

Mr.  Holliday  the  elder  and  his  son  nii^de  several  unsuccessful 
shots  at  them.  I  did  not  regret  their  ill  success,  and  was  pleasjed 
to  hear  them  singing — 

**  As  sweetly  and  gayly  as  ever  before." 

We  met  several  canoes  of  Menomonies.  We  stopped  for  dinner 
near  a  lodge  of  them,  who  were  in  a  starving  condition.     I  distri- 
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buted  bread  and  com  among  them.  They  presented  me  a  couple 
of  dishes  of  a  species  of  berry,  which  they  C9,ll  ^Neekimefireeny  or 
Brant-berry.  It  is  a  black,  tasteless  berry,  a  little  larger  than 
the  whortleberry.     We  encamped  at  the  head  of  Jpukwa  Lake. 

27t%.  A  yery  severe  shower  of  rain  fell  about  three  o'clock  A. 

M. ;  it  detained  us  in  our  camp  until  five,  when  we  embarked. 

"Why  diould  I  relate  to  you  our  dull  progress  through  fields  of  rice 

—through  intricate  channels,  and  amidst  myriads  of  ducks  and 

lild  water'  fowl.     This  day  has  been  hot,  beyond  any  experience 

Q&  the  journey.     I  sahk  back  in  my  canoe,  in  a  state  of  apathy 

md  lassitude,  partly  from  the  heat,  and  partly  from  indisposition. 

M;  thoughts  were  employed  upon  home.    A  thousand  phantoms 

pissed  through  my  head.     I  tried  to  imagine  how  you  were  em- 

pbyed  at  this  moment,  whether  busy,  or  sick  in  your  own  room. 

It  would  require  a  volume  to  trace  my  wandering  thoughts.     Let 

it  suffice  that  another  day  is  nearly  gone,  and  it  has  lessened  the 

disUnce  which  separated  us,  about  seventy  miles. 

28fi.  I  encamped,  last  night,  near  a  large  village  of  Winneba- 
goes  and  Menomonies.  They  complained  to  me  of  want  of  food 
and  ammunition.  I  distributed  among  them  a  quantity  of  powder, 
ball,  and  shot,  and  some  bread,  hard  biscuit^  pork,  and  tobacco. 
KeTer  were  people  more  grateful,  and  never,  I  believe,  was  a  more 
appropriate  distribution  made.  I  had  purchased  these  articles  for 
the  Chippewa  Nation,  to  be  used  on  my  contemplated  voyage  home, 
from  the  Prairie,  through  Chippewa  River  and  Lake  Superior, 
before  the  design  of  going  that  way  was  relinquished.  The  fact 
wai,  I  could  get  no  men  to  go  that  way^  so  alarmed  were  they  by 
the  recent  murder  of  Finley  and  his  party. 

About  two  o'clock  A.  M.  I  was  awoke  by  a  very  heavy  storm  of 
rain  and  wind,  attended  with  loud  peals  of  thunder.  The  violence 
of  the  wind  blew  down  my  tent,  and  my  blankets,  &;c.  received 
some  damage.  After  this  mishap  the  wind  abated,  and  having  got 
m;  tent  ve-arranged,  I  again  went  to  sleep.  I  dreamt  of  attend- 
ing the  funeral  of  an  esteemed  friend,  who  was  buried  with  honors, 
attended  to  the  grave  by  a  large  train.  I  have  no  recollection  of 
the  name  of  this  friend,  nor  whether  male  or  female.  I  afterwards 
Tisited  the  house  of  this  person,  and  the  room  in  which  he  (or  she) 
died.  I  closed  the  door  with  dread  and  sorrow,  afflicted  by  the 
riews  of  the  couch  where  one  so  much  esteemed  had  expired.    The 
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mansion  >iv'aa  large,  and  elegantly  furnished.  I  lost  my.  way  in  it, 
and  rung  a  large  bell  that  hung  in  the  hall.  At  this,  many  per- 
sons^ male  and  female,  came  quickly  into  th^  hall  from*  fol^ing- 
doprs,  as  if,  I  thought,  they  had1bee^  summoned  to  dinner.  As  yoa 
have,  sometimes  incKned  to  believe  in  these  fantastic  operations 
'  of  the  human  mind,  when ;  asleep,  I  record  them .  for  your  amuse- 
ment, or  reflection.  Was  this  an  allegory  of  the  destructive  effects 
of  the  storm,  mixed  with  my  banquet  to  my  Indian  friends,  the 
Menomonies  and  Winnebagoes? 

After  descending  the  river  more  than  twenty  mil^s  we  landed  at 
la  Butte  .des  Morts  to  cook  breakfast.  liomediately  on  landing 
my  attention  was  attracted  by  a  small  white  flag  hanging  Arom  a 
high  pole.  I  went  to  it  and  found  a  recent  IndiaiU  grave,  very 
neatly  stud  carefuUy  covered  with  boards.  The  Indian  had  b^en 
struek  dead  by  lightning  a  few  dayl^  previous.  Is  this  |;he  inter- 
pretatipn  of  my^dreaifi,  or  must  I  follow  my  fears  to  St.  Mary's, 
to  witness  some  of  our  family  suffering  on  the  bed  of  sickness. 
God,  in  his  mercy,  forbid! 

This  day  was  comparatively  cool.  On  the  previous  days  it  was 
my  custom  to  sit  in  my  shirt  and  sleeves.  To-day,  I  kept  oh  my 
surtout  all  day,  and  my  cloak  over  it  until  twelve.  Such  sudden 
changes  in  the  temperature  of  liie  seasons  are  the  reproach  of  our 
climate.  My  healtli  has  been  better  than  for  a  few  days  back, 
owing,  I  believe,  solely  to  my  abstinence  both  yesterday  and  the 
day  before.  How  much  illness  would  be  prevented  by  a  proper 
attention  to  regimen.  It  is  now  eight  o'clock  iii  the  evening,  I 
am  sitting  in  my  tent  with  a  candle  standing  on  a  rush  mat,  and 
my  black  trunk  for  a  writing  desk.  I  am  interrupted  by  the  news 
that  my  supper  is  ready  to  be  brought  in.  How  happy  I  should 
be  if  you  could  participate  in  my  frugal  meal.  In  the  language 
of  Burns — 

"  Adiea  a  heart-warm  fond  adieu." 

29^.  I  encamped  last  night,  at  the  foot  of  the  Winnebago 
Rapids,  one  ;mile  below  Winnebago  Lake.  I  found  the  rapids^  of 
Fox  River,  which  begin  here,  more  difficult  to  pass  than  on  our  ascent, 
the  water  being  much  lower.  We  were  necessarily  detained  many 
hours,  and  most  of  the  men  ccHnpelled  to  walk.    About  six  o^clock. 
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P.  M.  we  reached  the  upper  part  of  the  settlcmont  of  Green  Bay. 

I  stopped  a  few  momenta  at  Judge  Doty 's,  and  also  a  little  below 

at  Major  Brevoort^s,  the  Indian  agent  of  the.  post.     We.  then 

proceeded  to  the  lower  settlements,  and  encamped  near  the  fort 

at  Amdt's.    Dr.  Wheaton  met  me  on  the  beach,  with  several 

others.    I  supped  and  lodged  at  Amdt's,  having  declined  Dr. 

Wheaton's  polite  invitation  to  sup,  and  take  a  bed  with  him.  .  At 

tea  I  saw  Mrs.  Cotton,  whom  you  will  recollect  as  Miss  Amdt, 

and  was  introduced  to  her  husband.  Lieutenant  Cotton,  U.  S.  A. 

I  was  also  introduced  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nash,  a  clergyman  of  the 

Protestant  Episcopal  order,  on  missionary  duty  here.     I  went  to 

my  room,  as  soon  as  I  could  disentangle  myself  from  these  greet- 

ings^  with  a  bundle  of  papers,  to  read  up  the  iiews,  and  was  truly 

pained  to  hear  of  the  death  of  n^y  early  friend  Colonel  Charles 

G.  Hames  of  New  York,  an  account  of  which,  with  the  funeral 

honors  paid  to  him,  I  read  in  the  papers. 

Wh.  The  repair  of  my  <;anoe,  and  the  purchase  of  provisions 
to  recruit  my  supplies,  consumed  the  morning,  until  twelve  o'clock, 
when  I  embarked,  and  called  at  the  fort  to  pay  my  respects  to  Dr. 
Wheaton.  I  found  the  dinner- table  set.  He  insisted  on  my 
stopping  with  Mr.  H.  to  dinner,  which,  being  an  old  friend  and  as 
one  of  my  men  had  absconded,  and  I  was,  therefore,  delayed,  I 
assented  to.  The  doctor  and  family  evinced  the  greatest  cordiality^ 
and  he  sent  down  to  my  canoe,  after  dinner,  a  quantity  of  melons, 
some  cabbages,  and  a  bag  of  new  potatoes.  Before  I  could  obtain 
another  manitnd  set  out  again,  it  was  three  o'clock.  I  was  obliged 
to  forego  the  return  of  some  visits.  We  continued  our  voyage 
down  the  bay  about  40  miles,  and  encamped  at  8  o'clock,  having 
run  down  with  a  fair  wind. 

31«/.  Soon   after  quitting  our  camp    this  morning,  a  heavy 

™d  arose.     It  was  partly  fair,  so  as  to  permit  our  hoisting  sail 

for  a  few  hours,  but  then  shifted  ahead,  and  drove  us  ashore.    We 

landed  on  a  small  island  called  Vermilion,  off  the  south  cape  of 

Sturgeon  Bay.     Here  we  remained  all  the  remainder  of  the  day 

and  niirht.    While  there  detained  I  read  "  China,  its  Arts,  Manu- 

factures,  &c.,*'  a  work  translated  from  the  French,  and  giving  a 

lively,  and  apparently  correct  account  of  that  singular  people. 

About  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  we  cut  some  of  the  water  and  musk- 
melons  presented  by  Dr.  Wharton,  and  found  them  delicious. 
15 
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About  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  mj  cook  informed-  me  that  he  had  pre- 
pared a  supper,  agreeably  to. my  directiona,  and  we  found  his  skill 
in  this  way  by  no  means  despicable.  Such  are  the  trifles  which 
must  fill  up  my  journal^  for  did  I  only  write  what  was  fit  for  gfuye 
divines,  or  the  scrutinizing  eye  of  philosophy  to  read,  I  fear  I 
should  have  but  a  few  meagre  sheets  to  present  you  on  my  retunv 
and  perhaps  not  a  single  syllable  witty  or  wise. 

Sept.  \%t.  The  wind  abated  during  the  night,  and  wo  were  early 
on  the  waters,  and  went  on  until  eleven  o'clock,  when  we  landed 
for  breakfast.  At  twelve  o'clock  we  went  forward  again,  with  a 
faur  wind.  I  read  another  volume  of  ^^  China."  ^^  The  Chinese 
ladies,"  says  the  author,  ^Mive  very  retired,  wholly  engaged  in 
their  household  aiflfairs,  and  how  to  please  their  husbands.  They 
are  not,  however,  confined  quite  so  closely  as  is  commonly  sup- 
posed. The  females  visit  entirely  amongst  each  other.  There  is 
no  society  or  circles  in  China  to  which  the  women  are  admitted. 
Marriages  are  a  mere  matter  of  convenience,  or,  to  speak  with 
greater  propriety,  a  kind. of  bargain  settled  between  the  parents 
and  relatives.  *' 

We  came  on  very  well,  and  encamped  at  the  Little  Detroit,  br 
strait,  so  called,  in  the  Grand  Traverse.  This  traverse  separates 
Oreen  Bay  firom  Lake  Michigan.  .  It  is  computed  to  be  twenty 
miles  over.  A  cluster  of  islands  enables  canoes  to  pass.  There 
are  some  hieroglyphics  on  the  rocks. 

2(2.  We  embarked  at  three  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  went  on 
very  well,  until  ten,  when  we  stopped  on  one  of  the  islands  for 
breakfast,  having  nearly  comple^(i  the  traverse.  Li  the  meantime 
the  wind  arose  in  our  favor,  and  we  went  on  along  the  north  shor^ 
of  Lake  Michigan  gayly.  We  passed  the  mouth  of  the  Manistee 
River,  which  interlocks  with  the  Tacquimenon  of  Lake  Superior, 
where  some  of  our  St.  Mary's  Chippewas  make  their  gardens.  An 
aft  wind  and  light  spirits  are  inseparable,  whether  a  man  be  in  a 
frigate  or  a  canoe.  There  is  something  in  the  air  exhilarating.  I 
have  been  passing  in  retrospect,  the  various  journeys  I  have  made, 
but  during  none  has  my  anxieties  to  return  been  so  great  as  this. 
What  a  wonderful  destiny  it  is  that  makes  one  man  a  traveler  and 
another  a  poet,  a  mathematician,  Jcc.  We  appear  to  be  guided  by 
some  innate  principle  whieh  has  a  predominating  force.  No  man 
was  more  unlikely  to  be  a  traveler  than  myself.  I  always  thought 
myself  to  be  domestic  in  my  feelings,  habits,  and  inclinaticms,  and 
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even  in  very  early  youth,  proposed  to  live  a  life  of  domestic  feli- 
^'Ij.    I  thpught  such  a  life  inseparable  from  the  married  state, 
tad  Tosolved,  therefore,  to  get  married,  as  soon  as  prudence  and 
jo^lination  would  permit.     Notwithstanding  this  way  of  thmking 
^j  life  has  been  a  series  of  active  employment  and  arduous  jour- 
^^ings« .  I  may  say  my  travels  began  even  in  childhood,  for  when 
only  six  ^i*  seven  years  old,  I  recollect  to  have  wandered  off  a  long 
jjgtaDce  into  the  pine  plains  of  my  native  town,  to  view  Honicroisa 
lUtt)  ft  Boted  object  in  that  part  of  the  country,  to  the  great  alarm 
of  gU  the  family,  who  sent  out  to  search  fot  me.    My  next  journey 
iras  in  my  eleventh  year,  when  I  accompanied  my  father,  in  his 
chaise,  he  dreitoed  out  in  his  regimentals,  to  attend  a  general  court- 
martial  at  Saratoga.     I  had  not  then  read  any  history  of  our 
Revolution,  but  had  heard  its  battles  and  hardships,  told  over  by 
my  &ther,  which  created  a  deep  interest,  and  among  the  events 
waA  Borgoyne's  surrender.   My  mind  was  filled  with  the  subject  as 
we  proceeded  on  our  way,  and  I  expected  to  see  a  field  covered 
with  skulls,  and  guns,  and  broken  swords. 

Ib  mj  fifteenth  year  I^  accompanied  my  father^  in  his  chaise,  up 
the  Valley  of  the  Mohawk  to  Utica.  This  gave  me  soma  idea  of 
the  western  country,  and  the  rapid  improvements  going  on  there. 
I  returned  with  some  more  knowledge  of  the  world j  and  with  my 
mind  filled  with  enthusiastic  nptions  of  new  settlements  and  for- 
tunes made  in  the  woods.  I  was  highly  pleased  with  the  frank 
and  hospitable  manners  of  the  west.  The'  next  spring  I  was  sent 
bj  a  manufacturing  company  to  Philadelphia,  as  aii  agent  to  pro- 
cure and  select  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  between  Bristol 
and  Bordentown,  a  cargo  of  crucible  clay.  This  journey  and  its 
incidents  opened  a  new  field  to  me,  and  greatly  increased  my 
knowledge  of  tlie  world ;  of  the  vastness  of  commerce ;  and  of 
the  mnlti&rious  occupations  of  men.  I  acquitted  myself  well  of 
nj  agency,  having  made  a  good  selection  of  my  cargo.  I  was  a 
judge  of  the  mineralogical  properties  of  the  article,  but  a  novice  in 
almost  everything  else.  I  supposed  the  world  honest,  and  every  man 
disposed  to  act  properly  and  to  do  right.  I  now  first  witnessed  a 
theatre.  .It  was  at  New  York;  When  the  tragedy  was  over, 
saving  many  go  out,  I  also  took  a  check  and  went  home,  to  be 
htt^d  1^  by  the  captain  of  the  sloop,  with  whom  I  was  a  pas- 
senger.   At  Philadelphia  I  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  professed 
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Bharper.  He  was  a  gentlemaa  in  dress,  manners,  and  conrersft* 
tion.  He  showed  me  the  city,  and  was  very  useful  in  .directing 
my  inquiries.  But  he  borrowed  of  me  thirty  dollars  one  day,  to 
pay  an  unexpected  demand,  as  he  said,  and  that  was  thje  last  I  ever 
£aw  of  my  money.  The  lesson  was  not,  however,  lost  upon  me* 
I  hiBtve  never  since  lent  a  stranger  or  casual  acquaintance  money. 

.3(2.  I  waS/Compelled  to  break  oflT;  my  notes  yesterday  sud- 
denly. A  storm  came  on  which  drove  us  forward  with  -great 
swiftness,  and  put  us  in  some  pbril.  We  made  the  land  about 
three  o'clock,  after  much  exertion  and  very  ^considerable  wetting. 
After  the  storm  had  passed. over,  a  calm  succeeded,  when  we  again 
put  out,  and  kept  the  lake  till  eight  o'clock.  ,We  had  a  very  bad 
encampment — ^loose  rough  atones  to  lie  on,  and  scarcely  wood 
enough  to  malce  a  fire.  To  finish  our  misery,  it  soon  began  to 
irain,  but  ceased  before  ten.  At  four  o'clock  this  morning  we 
arose,  the  weather  being  quite  cold.  At  an  early  hour^  aftier 
getting  aflo&t,  we  reached  and  passed  a  noted  landing  for  canoes 
and  boats,  called  Choishwa  (Smooth-rock.)  Tl\is  shelter  is  formed 
by  a  ledge  of  rook  running  into  the  lake«  On  the  inner,  or  p^- 
pendicular  face,  hundreds  of  names  are  cut  or  scratched  upon  the 
rook.  This  eacoethes  acribendi  is  the  pest  of  every  local  curiosity, 
or  publie  watering-place..  Even  here,  in  the  wilderness,  it  is 
developed. 

Wise  men  ne'er  cut  their  names  on  doors  or  rock-heads,  ' 

Bat  leave  the  task  to  scribblers  and  to  blockheads ; 
Pert,  trifling  folks,  who,  bent  on  being  witty, 
Scrawl  on  ^ch  post  some  fag^nd  of  a  ditty, 
Spinning,  with  spider's  web,  their  shallow  brains, 
,  O'er  wainscots,  boitowed  books,  or  window  panes. 

At  one  o'clock  the  wind  because  decidedly  &ir,  and  the  men, 
relieved  from  their  paddks,  are  nearly  all  asleep  i^  the  bottom  oi 
the  canoe.  While  the  wind  drives'  us  forward  beautifully  I  em- 
brace the  time  to  resume  my  narrative  of  early  journey ings,  dropt 
yesterday. 

In  the  year  1808,  my  father  removed  from  Albany,  to  Oneida 
County.  I  remained,  at  the  old  homestead  in  Guilderland,  in 
charge  of  his  affairs,  until  the  following  year,  when  I  also  came  to 
the  west.  The  next  spring  I  was  offered  handsome  indocements 
to  go  to  the  Genesee  country,  by  a  manufacturing  con^any,  who 
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eontemplated  the  saving  of  a  heavy  laiid  transportation  from 
Albany  on  the  article  of  window-glass,  if  the  rude  materials  em- 
plo^^ed  in  it  could  be  found  in  that  area  of  country.  I  visited  it 
iricb  that  view ;  fonnd  its  native  resources  ample,  and  was  still 
iQore  delighted  with  the  flourishing  appearance  of  this  part  of 
the  Western  country  than  I  had  been  with  Utica  and  its  environs. 
Auburn,  Geneva,  Canandaigua,  and  other  incipient  towns,  seemed 
to  me  the  germs  of  a  land  "flowing  with  milk  and  honey.** 

In  181].,  I  went  on  a  second  trip  to  Philadelphia,  and  executed 
the  object  of  it  with  a  success  equal  to  my  initial  visit.  On  this  . 
trip  I  had  letters  to  some  gentlemen  at  Philadelphia,  who  re« 
ceived  me  in  a  most  clever  spirit,  and  I  visited  the  Aoademy  of 
Arts,  Peale's  Museum,  the  Water  Works,  Navy  Yard,  &c.  I  here 
received  tny  first  definite  ideas  of  painting  and  sculpture.  I  re- 
turned with  new  stores  of  information  and  new  ideas  of  the  world, 
bat  I  had  lost  little  or  nothing  of  my  primitive  simplicity  of  feeling 
or  rustic  notions  of  human  perfectiom  And,  as  I  began  to  see 
Bomcthing  of  the  iniquities  of  men,  I  clung  more  firmly  to  my 
li^tive  opinions. 

^ly  personal  knowledge  of  my  nativjB  State,  and  of  the  Stated  * 
of  Uew  Jersey  and  Pennsylviinia,  was  now  superior  to  that  of  most 
laen  with  whom  I  was  in  the  habit  of  conversing,  and  I  subse- 
quently made  several  little  journeys  and  excursions  that  furthered 
lae  in  the  knowledge. 

As  yet,  I  knew  nothing  by  personal  observation  of  New  Eng- 
land. In  the  early  part  of  1813,  having  completed  my  nineteenth 
year,  I  went  to  Middlebury,  in  Vermont,  on  the  banks  of  Otter 
Creek,  where,  I  understand,  my  greatgrandfather,  who  was  an 
EDgfishman,  to  have  died.  Soon  after  I  accompanied  Mr.  Ep. 
Jones,  a  man  of  decided  enterprise,  but  some  eccentricities  of 
character,  on  an  extensive  tour  through  the  New  England  States. 
We  set  out  from*  Lake  Dunmore,  in  Salisbury,  in  a  chaise,  and 
proceeding  over  the  Green  Mountains  across  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, to  Bellows'  Falls,  on  the  Connecticut  River,  there  struck 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  and  went  across  it,  and  a  part  of- 
Massachusetts,  to  Boston.  Thence,  after  a  few  days'  stop,  we 
continued  our  route  to  Hartford,  the  seat  of  government  of  Con- 
itecticut,  and  thence  south  to  the  valley  of  the  Hudson  ^t  Rhine- 
1)edc.  Here  we  crossed  the  Hudson  to  Kingston  (the  Esbpus  6f 
Lidian  days),  and  proceeded  inland,  somewhat  circoitouslj,  to  the 
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CatskiU  Moantaios  ;  after  yisiting  which,  we  returned  to  the  riyer, 
.came  up  its  yallej  to  Albany,  and  returned,  by  way  of  Salem,  to 
Salisbury.  All  this  was  done  with  one  horse,  a  compact  small-boned 
animal,  who  was  a  good  oats-eater,  and  of  whom  we  took  the 
very  best  care.    I  made  this  distich  on  him  :-:- 

Fe^d  .bie  well  with  oats  and  hay. 
And  I'll  carry  jou  forty  miles  a-day. 

This  long  and  circuitous  tour  gavo  me  a  general  idea  of  this 
portion  of  the  Union,  and  etiabled  me  to  institute  many  compari- 
sons between  the  manners  and  customs  and  advantages  of  New 
York  and  New  England. 

I  am  again  compelled  to  lay  my  pencil  aiside  by  the  quantity  of 
water  thrown  intOi  the  canoe  by  the  paddles  of  the  men,  who  have 
been  roused  up  by  the  increasing  waves. 

4£A.  We  went  on  under  a  press  of  sail  last  evening  until  eight 
o'clock,!  when  we  encamped  in  a  wide  sandy  bay  in  the  Straits  of 
Michigan,  having  come  a  computed  distance  of  80  miles.  On 
lookit)g  about,  we  found  in  the  sand  the  stumps  of  cedar  pickets, 
forming  an  antique  enclosure,  which,  I  judged,  must  have  been 
the  first  site  of  the  Mission  of  St.  Ignace,  founded  by"  Pierre 
Marquette,  upwards  of  a  hundred  and  eighty  years  ago.  Not  a 
lisp  of  such  a  ruin  had  been  heard  by  me  previously.  French 
and  Indian  tradition  says  nothing  of  it.  The  iaference  is,  however, 
inevitable.  Point  St.  Ignace  draws  its  name  from  it.  It  was  after- 
wards removed  and  fixed  at  the  blunt  peninsula,  or  headlwd,  which 
the  Indians  cnll  Peekwutmo^  the  old  Mackinac  of  tiie  French. 

Leaving  this  spot  at  an  early  hour,  we  Went  to  Point  St.  Jgnace 
to  breakfast,  and  made  the  traverse  to  the  Island  of  Michilimack*' 
inac  by  eleven  o'clock.  We  were  greeted  by  a  number  of  persons 
on  the  beach ;  among  them  was  Mr.  Agnew,  of  the  Sauit,  who  re- 
ported friends  all  well.  This  was  a  great  relief  to  my  mind,  as  J 
had  been  for  a  number  of  days  under  the  impression  that  some  one 
near  and  dear  to  me  was  ill.  It  was  Sunday  morning ;  many  of 
the  inhabitants  were  at  church,  and  appearances  indicated  more 
respect  for  the  day  than  I  recollect  to  have  noticed  before.  The 
good  effect  of  the  mission  established  in  the  island,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ferry,  are  clearly  visible.  Mr.  Robert 
Stuart  invited  me  to  take  a  rooni  at  the  company's  house,  which  I 
dd<;lined,  but  dined  and  supped  there. 
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CHAPTER   XXV. 

Jonnej  from  M»ckinac  to  th«  Sault  Ste.  Marie — Outard  Point — Head  winds 
—Like  Huron  ia  a  rage — Deeperate  embarkation — St.  Vital — ^Double  the 
Detoar— Return  to  St.  Mary'e — Letters — ''Indian  girl" — New  vobime  of 
tnvelfl — Quesa'  Cherokee  alphabet — New  views  of  ilie  Indian  languages 
tod  their  principles  of  construction — Georgia  question — Post-office  diffi- 
eolties — Glimpses  frsm  the  ciTiliced  world. 

1825.  Sept.  6th.  I  ARO615.  at  seven,  and  we  had  breakfast  at 
iulf'past  fleven.  I  then  went  to  the  Company's  store  and  ordered 
a  inpoiee  of  goods  for  tbe  Indian  department.  This  occupied 
the  lime  till  dinner  was  announced.  I  then  went  to  mj  camp  and 
ordered  the  tent  to  be  struck  and  the  canoe  to  be  put  into  the 
▼Iter ;  but  found  two  of  mj  men  so  ill  with  the  fever  and  ague  that 
thej  could  not  go,  and  three  others  were  much  intoxicated.  The 
atmosphere  was  very  cloudy  and  threatening,  and  to  attempt  the 
traverse  to  Goose  Island,  under  such  circumstances,  was  deemed 
improper.  Mr.  Robert  and  David  Stuart,  men  noted  in  the 
Astoria  enterprise ;  Mr.  Agnew,  Capt.  Knapp,  Mr.  Conner,  Mr. 
Abbott,  Mr.  Currey,  &c.,  had  kindly  accompanied  mo  to  the  beach, 
Ittt  all  were  very  urgent  in  their  opinion  that  I  should  defer  the 
starting.  I  ordered  the  men  to  be  ready  at  two  o'clock  in  the 
doming  should  the  weather  not  prove  tempestuous. 

6tk,  I  arose  at  three  o'clock,  but  found  a  heavy  fog  envelop- 
ing the  whole  island,  and  concealing  objects  at  a  short  distance. 
It  was  not  till  half-past  six  that  I  could  embark,  when  the  fog 
hegan  to  disperse,  but  the  clearing  away  of  the  fog  introduced  a 
light  head  wind.  I  reached  Goose  Island,  a  distance  of  ten  miles, 
after  a  march  of  three  hours,  and  afterwards  went  to  Outard  Point, 
hnt  could  go  no  further  from  the  increased  violence  of  the  wind. 

Outard  Point,  8  o'clock  P.  M,  Here  have  I  been  encamped 
since  noon,  with  a  head  wind,  a  dense  damp  atmosphere,  and  the 
lake  in  a  foam.     I  expected  the  wind  would  fall  with  the  sun,  but, 
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alas !  it  blows  stronger  than  ever.  I ,  fondly  hoped  on  quitting 
Mackinac  this  morning,  that  I  should  see  home  to-morrow,  bat 
that  is  now  impossible.  How  confidently  do  we  hope  and  expect 
in  this  life,  and  how  little  do  we  know  what  is  to  befall  us  for  6T6n 
a  few  hours  beyond  the  present  moment.  It  has  plefised  the  All- 
wise  Being  to  givQ  me  an  adverse  wind,  and  I  i;nust  submit  to  it. 
I,  doubtless,  extdted  too  soon  an^  too  much.  On  reaching  Mack- 
inac, I  said  to  myself:  *^My  journey  is  accomplished;  my  route, 
to  the  Sault  is  nothing ;  I  can  go  there  in  a  day  and  a;  lialf,  wind 
or  no  wind.*'  This  vanity  and  presumption  is  now  punished,  and, 
I  acknowledge,  justly.  I  should  have  lefl;  it  to  Providence.  Wise 
are  the  ways  of  the.  Almighty,  and  salutary  all  His  dispensation^ 
to  man.  Were  we  not  continually  put  in  mind  of  an  •Overruling 
Providence  by  reversed  of  this  kind,  the  human  heart,  ex&lted  with 
its  own  conse(|uence^  would  soon  cease  to  implore  protection  from 
on  high. 

I  feel  solitary.  The  loud  dashing  of  the  waves'  on  shore,  and 
the  darkness  and  dreariness  of  all  without  my  tent,  conspire  to 
give  a  saddened  train  to  my  reflections.  I  ende^vorjed  to  divert 
myself,  soon  after  landing,  by  a  stroll  along  the  shore.  1  sought 
in  vain  among  the  loose  fragments,  of  rock  for  some  specimens 
worthy  of  preservation.  I  gleaned  the  evidences  of  crystallization 
atid  the  traces  of  organic  forms  among  the  cast-up  fragments  ef 
limestone  and  sandstone.  I  abused  myself  with  the  reflection 
that  I  should,'  perhaps,  meet  you  coming  from  an  opposite  direc^ 
tion  on  the  beach,  and  I  half  fancied  that,  perhaps,  it  would 
actually  taJ^e  place.  Vain  sport  of  the  mind !  It  served  to  cheat 
away  a  tedious  hour,  and  I  returned  to  my  tent  fatigued  and  half 
sick^  I  am  in  hopes  a  cup  of  tea  and  a  night's  rest  will  rest(»:e 
my  equipoise  of  mind  and  body.     Thus 

**  Every  pang  that  rends  .the  heart, 
Bids  expectation  rise." 

7f£.  Still  detained  on  this  bleak  and  desolate  Point.  A  heavy 
rain  and  very  strong  gale  continued  all  night.  The  rain  was 
driven  with  such  violence  as  to  penetrate  through  the  texture  of 
my  tent,  and  fall  copiously  upon  me.  Daybreak  brought  with  it 
no  abateme^t  of  the  storm,  but  presented  to  my  view  a  wide  vista 
of  white  foaming  surge  as  fsu*  as  the  eye  could  reach.    In  conse- 
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qnence  of  the  increasing  yiolence  of  the  storm,' I  was  compelled  to 
order  mj  baggage  and  canoe  to  be  removed,  and  my  tent  to  be 
pitched  back  among  the  trees.  How  long  I  am  to  remain  here  I 
cannot  conjecture.  It  is  a  real  eqninoxial  storm.  My  ears  are 
stunned  with  the  incessjant  roaring  of  the  water  and  the  loud  mur- 
moring  of  the  wind  among  the  foliage.  Thick  murky  clouds 
obscure  the  sky,  and  a  chill  damp  air  compels  me  to  sit  in  my 
tent  with  my  cloak  on.  I  may  exclaim,  in  the  language,  of  the 
Chippewas,  Tyau^  gitehe  sunnahgiid  {ohy  how  hard  is  my  fate.) 

At  two  o'clock  I  made  another  excursion  to  view  the  broad 
lake  and  see  if  some  favorable  sign  could  not  bo  drawn,  but  re- 
turned with  nothing  to  cast  a  gleam  on  the  angry  vista.  It  seemed 
as  if  the  lake  was  convulsed  to  its  bottom. 

OuTARD  Point. 

What  narrowed  pleasures  swell  the  bosom  here, 
A  shore  most  sterile,  and  a  clime  severe, 
\Vhere  every  shrub  seems  stinted  in  its  size, 
^'  Where  genius  sickens  and  where  fancy  dies.'' 

If  to  the  lake  I  cast  my  longing  view. 
The  curling  waves  their  noisy  way  pursue  ; 
That  noise  reminds  me  of  my  prison-fttrnnd. 
Those  waves  I  most  admire,  but  cannot  stand. 

If  to  the  shore  I  cast  my  anxious  eye. 

There  broken  rocks  and  ^and  commingled  lie. 

Mixed  with  the  wrecks  of  shells  and  weeds  and  wood, 

Crushed  by  the  storm  and  driven  by  the  flood. 

E'en  fishes  there,  high  cast  npon  the  shore. 
Yet  pant  with,  life  and  stain  the  rocks  with  gore. 
"Would  here  the  curious  eye  expect  to  meet 
Aught  precious  in  the  sands  beneath  his  feet. 
Ores,  gems,  or  crystals,  fitting  for  the  case, 
No  spot  affords  so  poor,  so  drear  a  place. 
Rough  rounded  stones,  the  sport  of  every  wind. 
Is  all  th'  inquirer  shall  with  caution  find. 
A  beach  unvaried  spreads  before  the  eye  ; 
Drear  is  the  land  and  stormy  is  the  sky. 

Would  the  fixed  eye,  that  dotes  on  sylvan  scenes. 
Draw  pleasure  from  these  dark  funereal  greens. 
These  stunted  cedars  and  low  scraggy  pines. 
Where  nature  stagnates  and  the  soil  repines— 
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'    Alas  I  th^  souree  18  small — sttaU  erery  bltss^ - 

That  e'er  can  dwell  on  8uc}i «  plice  as  this. 

Bleak,  harredy  sandy,  cbeary,  and  confined, 

Bathed  by  the  waves  And  chilled  by  every  wind ; 

Without  a  flower  to  beautify  the  scene,. 
,  Without  a  cultured  shore — a  shady  green— 
"   Without  a  harbor  on  a  dangerous  shore, 
'  Without  a  friend  to  joy  with  or  deplore. 

He  who  can  feel  one  lonely  ray  of  bliss 

In  such  a  thought-sppalling  spot  as  this, 

Ilis  mind  in  fogs  and  mists  must  ever  roll, 

Without  a  heart,  and  torpid  all  his  souL 

About  thiree  o*clock  P.  M.  there  was  a  transient  gleam  of  ssn- 
shine,  and,  for  a  few  moments,  a  slight  abatement. of  wixnl.  I 
ordered  my  canoe  and  baggage  ta]cen  inland  to  another  narroir 
little  bay,  having  issue  into  the*  lake,  where  the  water  was  calm 
enough  to  permit  its  heing  loaded;  bdt  before  this  was  accom- 
plished, a  most  portentous  cloud'  gathered  in  the.  west,  and  the 
wind  arose  more  fierqe  than  before.  .  Huron,  like  an  offended 
and  .capricious .  mistress,  seemed  to  be  determined,  at  last,  on 
fury,  and  threw  herself  into  the  mosjt  extravagant  attitudes. 
I  again  had  my  tent  pitched,  and  sat  down  quietly  to  wait  till  the 
tempest  should  subside ;  but  up  to  a  late  hour  at  night  the  ele* 
mental  war  continued,  and,  committing  mysjelf  to  the  Divine 
mercy,  I  put  out  my  candle  and  retired  to  my  pallet.  ^ 

8th.  The  frowning  mistress,  Lake  Huron,  still  has  the  pouts. 
Ahctut.  seven  o'clock  I  walked,  or  scrambled  my  wa^  through  close- 
matted  spruce  and  brambles  to  get  a  view  of  the  open  lake.  The 
force  of  the  waves  wiis  not,  perhaps,  much  different  from  the  day 
before,  but  they  were  directly  from  the  west,  and  blowing  directly 
down  the  lake.  Could  I  get  out  from  the  nook  of.  a  bay  where  I 
was  encamped,  and  get  directly  before  them,  it  appeared  possible, 
with  a  close-reefed  sail,  to  go  on  my  way.  My  eng ogees  thought 
it  too  hazardous  to  try,  but  their  habitual  sense  of  obedience  to  a 
bourgeoise  led  them  to  put  the  canoe  in  the  water,  and  at  10  o'l^ock 
we  left  our  encampment  on  Outard  Point,  got  out  into  the  lake, 
not  without  imminent  hazard,  and  began  our  career  ^^  like  a  raee- 
horse"  for  the  Capes  of  the  St.  Mary's.  The  wind  blew  lis  if 
'-  'twad  blawn  its  last."  We  had  reefed  our  sail  to  less  than  four 
feet,  and  I  put  an  extra  man  with  the  steersman.     We  literally 
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went  '^on.the  wings  of  the  wind."  I  do  not  think  myself  ever  to 
liare  ran  such  hazards.  I  was  tossed  up  and  down  the  waves 
like  Sancho  Panza  on  the  blanket.  Three  hours  and  twenty  mi- 
nutes brought  me  to  Isle  St.  Vital/ behind  which  we  got  shelter. 
%e  good  saint  who  presides  oy&i;  the  island  of  gravel  and  sand 
permitted  me  to  take^a  glass  of  cordial  from  my  basket,  and  to 
refresh  myself  with  a  slice  of  cold  tongue  and  a  biscuit.  Who  this 
St.  Vital  may  hare  been,  I  know,  not,  having  been  brought  up  a 
Protestant ;  but  I  suppose  the  Catholic  calendar  would  tell.  If 
liis  saintship  was  as  fond  of  good  living  as  some  of  his  friends  are 
said  to  be,  I  make  no  dpubt  but  ho  will  fneeLy  forgive  this  trespass 
upon  his  territory.  Taking  courage  by  this  refreshment,  we  again 
pot  out  before  the  gale,  and  got  in  to  the  Be  Tour,  and  by  seven 
o'clock,  P.M*^  were  safely  encamped  on  an  island  in  St.  Mary's 
Straits,  opposite  St.  Joseph's.     The  wind  was  here  ahead. 

On  entering  the  straits^  I  found  a  vessel  at  anchor.  On  coming 
aioDgside  it  proved  to  be  the  schooner  Harriet,  Capt.  Allen,  of 
Mont  Clemens,  on  her  way  from  the  Sault.  .  A  passenger  on  board 
aaj8  that  he  was  at  Mr.  Johnston'^  house  two  Tlays  ago,  and  all 
are  well.  He  says  the  Chippewa  chiefs  arrived  yesterday.  Re- 
gret that  I  had  not  forwarded  by  them  the  letter  which  I  had 
prepared  at  the  Prairie  to  transmit  by  Mr.  Ilolliday,  when  I  sup- 
posed I  should  return  by  way  of  Chippewa,  River  and  Lake 
Superior, 

I  procured  from  the  Harriet  a  whitcfish,  of  which  I  have  just 
partaken  a  supper^  This  delicious  fish  is  always  a  treat  to  me, 
but  was  never  more^  so  than  on  the  present  occasion.  I  landed 
here  fatigued,  wet,  and  cold,  but,  from  the  effects  of  a  cheerful 
fire,  good  news  from  home,  and  bright  anticipations  for  to-morrow, 
I  feel  quite  re-invigorated.  "  Tired  nature's  sweet  restorer*'  must 
compile  what  tea  and  whitefish  have  so  successfully  begun. 

9M.  My  journal  has  no  entry  for  this  day,  but  it  brought  me 
safely  (some  40  miles)  to  my  own  d(Hnicil  at  "  Elmwood."  Tho 
excitement  of  getting  back  and  finding  all  well  drove  away  almost 
all  other  thoughts. 

The  impressions  made  on  society  by  our  visit  to  New  York,  and 
the  circles  *  in  which  we  moved,  are  given  in  a  letter  from  Mr. 
8aml.  C.  Conant,  of  the  19.th  July,  which  I  found  among  those 
awaiting  my  arrival.     To  introduce  a  descendant  of  one  of  the 
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native  race  into  society,  aa  had  been  done  in  my  choice,  was 
not  an  ordinary  event,  and  did  not  presuppose,  it  seemsj  ordinary 
indepelndence  of  character.  Her  grandfather,  by  the  maternal  aide, 
had  been  a  distinguished  chief  of  his  nation  at  the  ancient  council- 
fire,  or  seat  of  its  government  at  Chegoimegon  and  Lapointe. 
By  her  father,  a  native  of  Antrim,  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  she 
was  connected  with  ft  class  of  clergy  and  gentry  of  high  respecta- 
bility, including  the  Bishop  of  Dromore  and  Mr.  Saurin,  the 
Attorney-General  of  Ireland.  Two  very  diverse  sources  of  pride 
of  ancestry  met  in  her  father^s  family — that  of  the  noble  aild  free 
sons  of  the  forest,  and  that  of  ancestral  origiii  founded  on  the  ^ 
notice  of  British  aristocracy.  With  mcj  thd  former  was  of  the 
highest  honor,  whe;i  I  beheld  it,  as  it  wa^  in  her  case,  united  to 
manners  and  education  in  a  marked,  degree  gentle,,  polished,  re- 
tiring, and  refined.  No  two  such  diverse  races  and  states  of 
society,  uniting  to  produce  such  a  result,  had'  ever  qome  to  my 
notice,  and  I  was,  of  course,  gratified  when  any  persons  of  intel- 
lect and  refinement  concurred  in  the  wisdom  of  my  choice.  Such 
was  Mr.  Conant  and  his  family,  a  group  ever  to  be  renaembered 
with  kindness  and  respect.  Having  passed  some  weeks  in  his 
family,  with  her  infant  boy  land  nurse,  during  my  absence  South, 
his  opportunities  for  judging  were  of  the  best  kind. 

*'  If  you  will  suffer  me  to  indulge  the  expression 'of  both  my  own 
and  Mrs.  Conant' s  feelings,  I  am  sure  that  you  cannot  but  b6  pleased 
that  the  frankness  and  generosity  of  one^iand  the  virtues  and 
gentleness  of  the  other  of  you,  have  made  so  lively  an  impression 
on  our  hearts,  and  rendered  your  Bcquaintance  to  us  a  matter  of 
very  sweet  and  grateful  reflection.  Truly  modest  and  worthy 
persons  often  exhibit  virtues  and  possess  attainments  so  much 
allied  to  their  nature  as  to  be  themselves  unconscious  of  the 
treasures.  It  does  not  hurt  such  ones  to  be  informed  of  their  good 
qualities. 

"  When  I  first  visited  Mr.  Schoolcraft,  I  looked  about  for  his 
Indian  girl.  I  carried  such  a  report  to  my  wife  that  we  were 
determined  to  seek  her  acquaintance,  and  were  ilot  less  surprised 
than  recompensed  to  find  such  gentleness,  urbanity,  afi^ection,  and 
intelligence,  under  circumstances  so  illy  calculated,  as  might  be 
supposed,  to  produce  such  amiable  virtues.  But  all  have  learned 
to  estimate  human  nature  more  correctly,  and  to  determine  that 
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nature  herself,  not  less  than  the  cultat'e  of  skillful  hands,  has  much 
to  do  with  the  refinement  and  polish  of  the  mind. 

**  Mr.  S/s  book  (*  Trav.  Cent.  Ports.  Miss..  Valley')  has  also 
received  several  generous  and  laudatory  notices ;  one  from  the 
U.  S.  Literary  Gazette^  printed  at  Boston.  I  saw  Gov.  Clinton, 
aIso,  who  spoke  very  highly  both  of  the  book  and  the  author.  He 
tbo.ught  that  Mr.'  W.'s  ill-natured  critique*  would  not  <lo  any  in- 
jury either  here  or  in  EuY-ope." 

Oct.  23<i.  C.  C.  Trowbridge,  Esq.,  sends  me  a  copy  of  "  Guess' 
Cherokee  Alphabet.*'  It  is,  with  a  few  exceptions,  syllabic. 
Eighty-four  characters  express  the  whole  language,  but  will  ex^ 
press  no  other  Indian  language. 

Maj.  John  Biddle  com^nunicates  the  result  of  the  delegate  elec- 
tion. By  throwing  out  the  vote  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  the  election 
Has  awarded  by  the  canvassers  to  Mr.  Wing. 

New  views  of  Indian  philology.     "  You  know,"  says  a  literary 

frienil, ''  I  began  with  a  design  to  f efute  the  calumnies  of  the 

Quarterli/  respecting  our  treatment  of  the  Indians,  and  our  con- 

duct  di^ring  the  recent  war.     This  is  precisely  what  I  have  not 

done.    My  stock  of  materials  for  this  purpose  was  most  ample,  and 

the  most  of  the  labor  performed.      But  I  found  the  whole  could 

uot  be  inserted  in  one  number,  and  no  other  part  but  this  could 

beomixted  without' breaking  the  continuity  of  the  discusuion.     I 

concluded,  therefore,  it  would  be  better  to  save  it  for  another 

article,  and  hereafter  remodel  it." 

iM,  Mr.  C.  writes  that  he  has  completed  his  review,  and 
txansmits,  for  my  perusal,  some  of  the  new  parts  of  it.  '^I  also 
transmit  my  rough  draft  of  those  parts  of  the  review  which  relate 

to  Ilunter,  to  Adelang's  survey,  and  to ,     These  may  amuse 

an  idle  hour.     The  remarks  on are,  as  you  will  perceive, 

materially  altered.  The  alteration  was  rendered  necessary  by  an 
eiamination  of  the  work.  The  ^  sUrvey'  is  a  new  item,  and,  I 
thmk,  jou  will  consider  the  occasion  of  it,  with  mo,  a  precious 
flpecimen  of  Dutch  impudence  and  ignorance.  Bad  as  it  is,  it  is 
bepraised  and  bedaubed  by  that  quack  D.  as  though  it  were  written 
withthejudgment  of  a  Charlevoix." 

This  article  utters  a  species  of  criticism  in  America  which  we 
have  long  wanted. 
It  bredcs  the  ice  on  new  ground — the  ground  o£  independent 
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philosophiqal  thought  and  inquiry.  Truth  to  tell,  we  have  known 
very  little  on  the  philosophy  of  the  Indian  languages,  and  that 
little  has  been  the  re-echo  of  foreign  coptinental  opinions.  It  has 
been  written  without  a  knowledge  of  the  Indian  character  and 
history.  Its  allusions  have  mixed  up  the  tribes  in .  double  confa- 
sion.  Mere  synonyms  have  been  taken  for  differ^t  tribes^  and 
their  history  and  language  has  been  criss-crossed  as  if  the  facts 
'had  been  heaped  together  with  a  pitchfork..  Mr.  C.  .has  made 
a  bold  stroke  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  better  and  truer  philo- 
logical basis,  which  must  at  last  prevail.  It  is  tme  ,th^^  prestige 
of  respected  names  will  rise  up  to  oppose  -the  new  views,  which,  I 
confess,  to  be  sustained  in  their  main  feoitures '  by  my  own  views 
and  researches  here  on  the  groimd  and  in  the  midst  of  the  Indians,  . 
and  men  will  rise  to  sustain  the  old  view8=— the  original  literary 
mummery  and  philological  hocus-pocus  b^ed  on  the  papers  and 
letters  and  blunders  of  Heckcwelder.  l^ere  was  a  great  predispo- 
sition to  admire  and  overrate  everything  relative  to  Indian  history 
and  language,  as  detailed  by  this  good  and  sincere  missionary  in  . 
his  retirement  at  Bethlehem.  He  was  appealed  to  as  an  oracle. 
This  I  found  by  an  acquaintance  which  I  formed,  in  1810,  with  the 
late  amiable  Dr.  Wistar,  while  rusticating  at  Bristol,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Delaware.  The  confused  letters  which  the  missionary  wrote 
many  years  later,  were  mainly  due  to  Dr.  Wistar's  philosophical  in- 
terest in  the  subject.  They  were  rewritten  and  thoroughly  revised 
and  systematized  by  the  learned  Mr.  Duponceau,  in  1816,  and  thus 
the  philological  system  laid,  which  was  published  by  the  Penn. 
Hist.  Soc.  in  1819.  During  the  six  years  that  has  elapsed,  no- 
body has  had  the  facts  to  examine  the  system.  It  has  been  now 
done,  and  I  shall  be  widely  mistaken  if  this  does  not  prove  a  new 
era  in  our  Indian  philology. 

Whatever  the  review  does  on  this  head,  however,  and  admit- 
ting that  it  pushes  some  positions  to  an  ultra  point,  it  will  blow  the 
impostor  Hunter  sky  high.  His  book  is  an  utter  fabrication,  in 
which  there  is  scarcely  a  grain  of  truth  hid  in  a  bushel  of  chaff. 

Nov.  4tk:  Difficulties  have  arisen,  at  this  remote  post,  between 
the  citizens  and  the  military,,  the  latter  of  whom  have  shown  a 
disposition  to  feel  power  and  forget  right,  by  excluding,  except 
with  onerous  humiliations,  some  citizens  from  free  access  to  the 
post-office.    In  a  letter  of  this  date,  the  Postmaster-General  (Mr. 
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McLean)  declines  to  order  the  oflSce  to  be  kept  but  of  the  fort,  and 
thus,  in  efTect,  decides  against  the  citizens*  How  very  unimportant 
a  citizen  is  1000  miles  from  the  seat  of  government !  The  national 
segis  is  not  big  enough  to  reach  so  far.  The  bed  is  too  long  for 
the  covering.  A  man  cannot  wrap  himself  in  it.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  Postmaster-General  will  live  long  enough  to  find 
out  that  he  has  been  deceived  in  this  matter. 

29^A.  Mr.  Conant,  of  New  York,  writes :  "  I  hope  you  will  not 

fail  to  prosecute  your  Indian  inquiries  this  winter,  getting  out  of 

than  all  the  stories  and  all  the  Indifm  you  can.     I  conclude  you 

hear  an  echo  now  and.  then  from  the  big  world,  notwithstanding 

your  seclusion.     The  Creek  Delegation  is  at  Washington,  un- 

fnendly  to  the 'late  treaty,  and  I  expect  some  changes  not  a  little 

intemting  to  the  aboriginal  cause.     Mr.  Adams  looks  at  his  '  red 

cluldrenVwith  a  friendly  eye,  and,  I  trust,  ^  the  men  of  his  house,' 

as  the  Indian  orator  called  Congress,  will  prove  themselves  so.     I 

hftve  been  charmed  with  the  quietude  and  coolness  manifested  in 

Congress  in  reference  to  the  Georgia  business." 

iad  with  these  last  words  from  the  civilized  world,  we  are  pre- 
pared to  plunge  into  another  winter^  with  all  its  dreary  accompani- 
mentaof  ice  and  snow  and  tempests,  and  with  the  consoling  reflection 
thit  when  our  poor  and  long-looked -for  monthly  express  arrives, 
we  CiQ  get  our  letters  and  papers  from  the  office  after  duly  per- 
forming our  genuflections  to  a  petty  military  chief,  with  the  obse-. 
qoioosnefls  of  a  Hindoo  to  the  image  of  Juggernaut. 
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CHAPTER   XXVI.    ' 

■ 

• 

(General  aspects  of  the  Indian  cause — Public  (Criticism  oti  tbe  state  of  Indiair 
^researches,  and  literary  storm  raised  bj  the  new  viewsr— Political  roinor-^ 
Deatb  of  R.  Pettibone,  Esq. — Delegate  electipn — Copper  mines  of  Jj&ke 
Superior— Instructions  for  a  treaty  in  the  North— I>eath' of  Mr.  Pettit — 
Denial  of  post-oiHco  facilities — Arrival  of  commissioners  to  hold  the  Fond 
du  Lac  treaty — Trip  to  Fond  du  Lac  through  Lake  Superior  — Trealy— 
Return— Deaths  of  John  Adams  and  Thomas  Jefferson; 

V 1826.  Feb,  IsL  Thb  year  opens  with  anfavorable  Bjmptoms 
for  the  Indian  cause.  The  adpiinistration  ia  strong  in4I!oB^es8, 
and  the  President  favorable  to  the  Indian  view  of  their,  right  to 
the  soil  they  occupy  east  of  the  Mississippi  until  it  is  acqtiired  hy 
free  cession.  But  the  doctrine  of  state  sovereignty  contended 
for  by  Georgia,  seems  to  be  an  element  which  all  tl^e  States  will, 
in  the  end,  unite  in  contending  for.     And  the. Creeks  may  settle 

•  ______ 

their  accounts  with  the  fact  that  they  must  finally  go  to  the  West. 
This  is  a  practical  view  of  the  subject--^^  sort  of  political  necessity 
which  seems  to  outride  everything  else.  Poetry  and  sympathy 
arc  rode  over  roughshod  in  the  contest  for  the  race.  We  feel 
nothing  of  this  Jiere  at  present,  but  it  is  only,  perhaps,  because  we 
are  too  remote  and  unimportant  to  waste  a  thought  about.  Happy 
insignificance  !  As  one  of  the  little  means  of  supporting  existence 
in  so  remote  a  spot,  and  keeping  alive,  at  the  same  time,  the  spark 
of  literary  excitement,  I  began,  in  December,  a  manuscript  jeu 
d' esprit  newspaper,  to  be  piit  in  covers  and  sent  from  house  to 
house,  with  the  perhaps  too  ambitious  cognomen  of  ^'  The  Literary 
Voyager.** 

6th,  The  author  of  a  leading  and  pungent  critique  for  the 
North  American  Review^  writes  in  fine  spirits  from  Washington, 
and  in  his  usual  literary  tone  and  temper  about  his  review :  *'  Dr. 
Sparks*  letter  will  show  you  his  opinion.  He  altered  the  manu- 
script in  some  places,  and  makes  me  say  of what  I  do 
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not  think  and  what  I  would  not  faa^e  said.  But  let  that  pass.  I 
gave  him  carte  blaiiche^  so  I  have  no  right  to  find  fault  with 
his  exercise  of  his  discretion.  W.  is  in  a  terrible  passion.  He 
MJ8  that  the  article  is  wi:itten  with  ability,  and  that  he  always 
entertamed  the  opinion  expressed  in  the  review  of  Heckewelder's 

irorl.    Biit  he  is  provoked  at  the  comments  on 's  work,  and, 

abore  all,  at  the  compliment  to  you.  Douglass,  who  is  here,  says 
this  is  merely  Philadelphia  verBvs  New  York,  and  that  it  is  a 
principle  with  the  former  to  puff  all  that  is  printed  there,  and  to 
decry  all  that  is  not.'' 

This  appears  to  have  been  known  to  Gov.  Clinton,  and  is  the 
groand  of  the  opinion  he  expressed  of  W.  to  Mr.  Conant. 

March  6(h.  Col.  De  Garmo  Jones  writes  from  Detroit  that  it  is 

■  ■  * 

nmored  that  McLean  is  to  leave  the  General  Post-pffice  DepiM^t- 
ment,  and  to  be  ap{k)inted  one  of  the  United  States  Judges. 

Mr.  L.  Pettibone,  of  Missouri,  my  companion  in  exploring  the 
Oiark  Mountains  in.l8!l8  and  1819,  writes  from  that  quarter  that 
his  brother,  RufuS  Pettibone,  £sq.,  of  St.  Louis,  died  on  the  31st 
Jul;  last.  He  was  «  man  of  noble,  correct,  and  generous  senti- 
nients,  who  had  practiced  law  with  reputation  in  Western  New 
lork.  I  accompanied  him  and  his  family  on  going  to  the  Western 
country,  on  his  way  from  Olean  to  Pittsburgh.  Ilis  generous  and 
n^anlj  character  and  fair  talents,  make  his  death  a  loss  to  the 
community,  and  to  the  growing  and  enterprising  population  of  the 
^est.  He  was  one  of  the  men  who  cjieered  me  in  my  early  ex- 
plorations in  the  West,  and  ever  met  me  with  a  smile. 

TM.  My  sister  Maria  writes,  porting  me  up  in  the  local  news  of 
Detroit. 

9rt.  Mr.  Trowbridge  informs  me  that  Congress  settled  the  cou- 
nted delegate  question  by  casting  aside  the  Sault  votes.  We 
ire  80  unimportant  that  even  our  votes  are  considered  as  worthless. 
However  that  may  be,  nothing  could  be  a  greater  misrepresenta- 
tion than  that  "Indians  from  their  lodges  were  allowed  to  vote." 

ll^A.  Col,  Thomas  II.  Benton,  of  the  Senate,  writes  that  an 
appropriation  of  $10,000  has  been  granted  for  carrying  out  a 
clause  in  the  Prairie  du  Chien  treaty,  <and  that  a  convocation  of 
the  Indians  in  Lake  Superior  will  take  place,  "  so  that  the  copper- 
iniQe business  is  arranged.** 

17<A.  Maj.  Joseph  Delafield,  of  New  York,  says  that  Baron 
16 
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Lcderer  is  desirons  of  enteriff^  into  an  arraT^ement  for  the* ex- 
change of  my  large  mass  of  Lake  Superior  copper,,  for  miner^l- 
ogical  specimens  for  the  Imperial  Cabinet  of  Vienna;  .' 

April  16th.  A  letter  from  the  Department  contains  incipient 
directions  for  convening  the  Indians  to  meet  in  council  at  the  head 
of  Lake  Superior,  and  committing  the  general  arrangements  for 
that  purpose  to  my  hands,  and,  indeed,  my  hands  are  already  falL 
Boats,  canoes,  supplies,  transportation  for  all  who  are  to  go,  end  a 
thousand  minor  questions,  call,  for  attention.  A  treaty  at  Fond 
du  Lac,  500  miles  distant,  and  the  throwing  of  a  commisskkriaC 
department  through  the  lake,  is  no  light  task. 

27th.  A  moral  question  of  much  interest  is  presented  to  me  in 
a  communication  from  the  Rey.  Alvan  Coe.  Of  the  disinterested 
nature  and  character  of  this  man's  benevolence  for  the  Indian 
race,  no  man  knowing  him  ever  doubted.  He  has  literally  been 
going  about  doing  good  among  them  since  our  first  arrival  here  in 
1822.  In  his  zeal  to  shield  them  from  the  arts  of  petty  traders, 
he  has  often  gone'  so  far  as  to  incur  the  ill-will  and  provoke  the 
slanderous  tongues  of  pome  few  people.  That  he  should  deem  it 
necessary  to  address  me  a  letter  to  counteract  such  rumors,  is  the 
only  thing  remarkable.  Wiser,  in  some  senses,  and  more  prudent 
people  in  their  worldly  affairs,  probably  exist ;  but  no  man  of  a 
purer,  simpler,  and  more  exalted  faith.  No  one.  whom  I  ever 
knew  lives  less  for  '^  the  rewards  that  perish."  -  Even  Mr.  Laird, 
whose  name  is.  mentioned  .in  these  records,  although  he  went  far 
beyond  him  in  talents,  gifts,  aiid  acquirements  of  every  sort,  had 
not  a  purer  faith,  yet  he  will,  like  that  holy  man,  receive  his  re- 
wards from  the  same  "  Mister." 

May  2d.  Mr.  Trowbridge  writes  me  of  the  death  oiF  Wm.  W. 
Pettit,  Esq.,  of  Detroit,  a  man  respected  and  admired.  He 
loaned  me  a  haversack,  suitable  for  a  loose  mineral  bag,  on  my 
expedition  in  1820. 

8th.  Difficulties  between  the  military  and  citizens  continue. 
The  Postmaster-General  declined,  on  a  renewed  memorial  of  the 
citizens,  to  remove  the  post-office  without  the  garrison.  He  says 
the  officers  have  evinced  ^^mnch  sensibility"  on  the  subject,  and 
denied  that  '^any  restraints  or  embarrassments"  have  been  im<* 
posed,  when  every  man  and  woman  in  the  settlement  knows  that 
the  only  way  to  the  post-office  lies  through  the  guard-house^  which 
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is  open  and  shut  by  tap  of  drum.     Restraints,  indeed !  Where  has  . 
the  worthy  Postmaster-Oeneral  picked  up  his  military  infbrmation? 

June  6tA.  Definite  information  is  received  that  the  ippropria- 
tion  for  the  Lake  Superior  treaty  has  passed  Congress.  | 

lOtA.  Mr.  John  Agncrw^  designated  a  special  agen^  for  pre- 
liminaries at  Fond  dd  Lac,  writes  of  his  prompt  arrival  at  that 
piaoe  and  good  progress. 

Gov.  C.  writes :  "We  must  remove  the  copper-rock,  alid,  there- 
finre,  you  will  have  to  provide  such  ropes  and  blocks  lab  may  be 
iieceeaaiy.'* 

^d.  The  citizens  on  this  frontier,  early  in  the'  season,  petitioned 
^  Legislative  Council  for  the  erection  of  a  new  county^  embrac* 
ifig  tbe  Straits  of  St.  Mary's  and  the  Basin  of  Lake  Superior, 
proposing  to  call  it  Chippewa,  in  allusion  to  the  tribe  occupying 
it.  Maj.  Itbbert  A.  Forsyth,  of  Detroit,  M.  C,  writes  of  the  suc- 
cess of  the  contemplated  measure. 

Jidy  iih.  The  proposed  treaty  of  Fond  du  Lac  has  filled  the 
plice  withbi^tle  for  the  last  month.  At  an  early  hour  thief  morn- 
ing expectation  was  gratified  by  the  arrival  of  His  Excellency, 
Got.  Cass,  accompanied  by  the  Hon.  Thomas  L.  MtEenney, 
Commissioner  of  Indian  AfEurs.  They  reached  the  village  in 
Wts  from  Mackinac. 

These  gentlemen  are  appointed  by  the  President  to  hold  the 
c^ferences  at  Fond  du  Lac. 

10^.  Everything  has  been  put  in  requisition  for  the  last  six 
diys  to  facilitate  the  necessary  embarkation.     Jason  6ouId  not 
k»ve  been  more  busy  in  preparing  for  his  famous  expedition  to 
ArgoB.     The  military  elenlent  of  the  party  consisted  of  a  company 
of  the  2d  Infantry,  with  its  commissariat  and  medical  department, 
nombering,   all  told,  sixty-two  men.     It  was  placed  under' the 
command  of  Capt.  Boardman.     They  embarked  in  thre^  twelve- 
oared  barges,  and  formed  the  advance.     The  provisions,  presents 
of  goods,  and  subsistence  supplies  of  the  commissioners'  table, 
occupied  four  boats,   and  went  next.     I  proceeded  in  a  canoe 
aUSge  with  ten  men,  with  eve^y  appendage  to  render  the  trip  conve- 
nient and  agreeable.     Col.  McKenney,  struck  with  ^'  the  coach- 
and-six*'  sort  of  style  of  this  kind  of  conveyance,  determined  to  take 
a  Beat  with  me,  and  relying  upon  our  speed  and  capacity  to  overtake 
the  heavy  boats,  we  embarked  a  day  later.     The  whole  expedition, 
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with  flags  and  music,  was  spread  out  over  miles,  and  formed  an 
impressive  and  imposing  spectacle  to  the  natives,  who  saw  their 
^^  closed  lake,"  as  Superior  was  called  in  1820,  yield  before  the 
Anglo-Saxon  power.  The  weather  was  fine,  the  scenery  enchant- 
ing, and  the  incidents  such,  as  might  fill  a  volume.'*'  We  .were 
eighteen  days  in  traversitkg  the  lake  by  its  shores  and  bays.  -The 
distance  is  about  530  miles,  which  gives  an  average  of  .thirty  miles 
per  day. 

On  reaching  the  post  of  Fond  da  Lac,  of  St.  Louis,  near  the 
point  where  that  bold  stream  deploys  below  the  Cabptian  Moun- 
tains,t  we  found  a  large  assemblage  of  Indians  from  every  part  of 
the  wide-spread  Chippewa  territories.  It  embraced  delegations 
from  the  extreme  sources  of  the  Mississippi,  the  Rainy  Lake  bor- 
ders, and  Old  Grand  Portage,  besides  the  entire  American  borders 
of  Lake  Superior  and  the  Rice  Lake  region,  the  sources  of  the 
Wisconsin,  Chippewa,  and  St.  Croix  valleys.  The  negotiations 
were  held  under  a  large  bower,  supported  by  posts,  and  provided 
with  rude  seats.  The  principles  of  the  treaty  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  of 
1825,  were  fully  explained  and  assented  to.  They  ceded  the  right 
to  explore  and  take  away  the  native  copper  and  copper-ores,  and  to 
work  the  mines  and  minerals  in  the  country.  They  agreed  to  sur- 
render the  murderers  still  inland,  who  belonged  to  the  misguided 
war  party  of  1824.  They  fully  acknowledged  the  sovereign  author- 
ity of  the  United  States,  and  disclaimed  all  connection  whatever 
with  foreign  powers.  They  stipulated  that  the  boundary  lines  of  the 
treaty  of  Prairie  du  Chien  should  be  carried  out  in  1827  with  the 
Menomonies  and  Winnebagoes,  in  the  region  of  the  sources  of  the 
Fox,  Wisconsin,  and  Menomonee  rivers.  They  provided  for  an  In- 
dian school  at  St.  Mary's,  and  made  some  further  important  stipu- 
lations respecting  their  advance  in  the  arts  and  education,  through 
the  element  of  their  half-breeds.  The  efiects  of  this  treaty  were  to 
place  our  Indian  relations  in  this  quarter  on  a  permanent  baisis,  and 
to  efisure  the  future  peace  of  the  frontier.  My  agency  was  now 
fixed  on  a  sure  basis,  and  my  influence  fully  established  among  the 

*  Viile  **  Skcti'hcH  of  a  Toiir  to  the  Lakes,  of  the  Oharacter  and  Customa 
of  th(^  (■liipfu'vva  IiKliaiiR,  and  of  Incidents  connected  with  the  Treaty  uf  Fond 
du  Lac.  hy  Tlioiniu)  L.  McKcnney."  Baltimore,  Fielding  Lucas,  1827 ;  bbe 
vol.  8vt».,  493  pp.  - 

f  From  Gabi>t. 
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tribes.  Daring  the  treaty  I  had  been  the  medium  of  placing  aboat 
forty  silver-  medals,  of  the  first,  second,  and  third  classes,  on  the 
necks  of  the  chiefs.     A  list  of  their  names  is  appended. 

While  the  Commissioners  were  engaged  in  the  treaty,  an  effort 
¥18  made,  under  their  direction,  to  get  out  the  large  copper- 
Ixmlder  on  the  Ontonagon.  It  was  entrusted  to  Col.  Clemens,  of 
Monnt  Clemens,  and  a  Mr.  Porter.  The  trucks  and  ropes  taken 
mland  by  them  proved  inadequate.  They  then  piled  up  the  dry 
trees  in  thei  valley  on  the  rock,  and  set  them  on  fire.  They  found 
diis  effort  to  melt  it  inefficacious.  They  then  poured  on  water 
from  the  river  on  whose  brink,  it  lays.  This  cracked  off  some  of 
tke  adhering  rock.  And  this  attempt  to  mutilate  and  falsify  the 
noblest  specimen  of  native  copper  on  the  globe  was  the  result  of 
this  effort. 

The  whole  expedition  re-embarked  on  the  9th  of  August,  and 
bemg  now  relieved  of  its  heavy  supplies  and  favored  with  winds, 
returned  to  the  Sault  St.  Marie  on  the  18th  of  that  month. 

No  sooner  were  we  arrived  at  St.  Mary's  than  we  were  informed 
<rf  the  remarkable  coincident  deaths,  on  the  4th  July,  1826,  of 
'ohn  Adams  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  the  second  and  third  Pre- 
lidents  of  the  United  States.  • 

Among  the  letters  accumulated  during  my  absence,  was  one 
of  Aug.  2d,  from  Gov.  Clinton,  requesting  some  wild  rice  for 
foreign  distribution. 

Another  one  was  from  my  excellent  friend  Conant,  of  N.  Y.,  who, 
^ith  a  fine  sensitive  mind,  just  appreciation  of  facts,  and  no  ordi- 
nary capacity,  appears  to  be  literally  breaking  down  in  health  and 
spirits,  although  still  a  young  man.  In  a  joint  letter  to  Mrs.  S. 
^d  myself,  he  says:  **It  appears  you  do  not  escape  afflictions 
*nd  visitations  to  teach  you  '  how  frail  you  are,'  how  liable  at  any 
moment  to  render  up  to  Him  who  gave  them,  your  spirit  and  your 
We.  Mr.  S.,"  he  adds,  in  evident  allusion  to  my  excess  of 
"hope,"  "firm  in  bo<ly  and  ambitious  in  his  pursuits,  does  not,  I 
suppose,  give  over  yet,  and  can  scarcely  understand  how  anybody 
should  tire  of  life,  and  look  at  its  pursuits  with  disgust.'* 

Among  my  unread  letters  was  one,  Aug.  28th,  from  a  Mr. 
Myer  and  Mr.  Cocke,  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  who 
propose  to  establish  a  periodical  to  be  called  "  The  Potomac 
^gazine,"  and  solicit  contributions.     These  abortive  attempts  to 
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estabUsh  iperio^icals  by  unknoiyii  men  are  becoming  more  frequent 
as  population  increases  in  the  land.  It  is  felt  truly  th|kt  the  num- 
ber of  readers  must  inorease,  but  it  is  a  mistaj^e  to  suppose  that 
they  will  read  anything  but  the  Yery  best  matter  from  the  first 
sources,  European  and  American.  It  is,  at  any  rate,  a  mistake, 
to  suppo^  that  a  man  who  has  attained  reputation  in  any  branch 
of  science,  literature,  or  general  knowledge,  should  not  seek  the 
highest  medium  of  communicating  it,  or  that  he  would  throw  away 
his  time  and  efforts  in  writing  for  these  piere  idealities  of  maga- 
zines without  the  strong  inducement^  of  either  fame,  money,  or,  at 
least,  personal  .friendship. 

E.  A.  ;Brush,  Esq.,  of  Detroit,  writes  (Aug.  2Sth)  from  Mack- 
inac, that  honors  were  performed  that  day  by  the  military  auth<»i- 
ties  on  the  island,  in  commemoration  of  the  deaths  of  Adams  and 
Jefferson.  ^^  The  obsequies  have  this  morning  commenced  here ; 
but  at  th}s  moment  it  is  rather  diftcult  to  select,  the  report  of  a 
cannon,  at  intervals  of  half  an  hour,  from  the  claps  of  thunder  Bi 
those  of  )ialf  a  minute.'' 

Aug.  20th.  Mr.  Robert  Stuart,  agent  of  the  A.  M.  Fur  CSo., 
writes  a  ktter  of  congratulations  on  the  good  policy  to  result  from 
placing  a  sub-agent  at  La  Pointe,  in  Lake  Superior,  a  location 
where  the  interior  tricks  of  the  trade  may  be  reported  frar  the  no- 
tice of  the  government.  The  selection  of  the  sub-agent  appointed 
by  Commissioner  McKenney  is  gall  and  wormwood  to  him.  He 
strives  to  conceal  the  deep  chagrin  he  feels  at  the  selection  of 
Mr.  George  JohnstoA  as  the  incumbent. 
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CHAPTER   XXVII- 

E|ud«iiiiea]  condition  of  the  atmosphere  at  Detroit— Death  of  Henry  J.  Hunt 
lind  A.  G.  Whitney,  Esqra.^-Diary  of  the  vieits  of  Indians  at  St.  Mary's 
A^oy — Indian  affairs  on  the  frontier  ander  the  superrision  of  Col.  Mo- 
Rei^ney — Criticisms  on  the  state  of  Indian  questions^— Topic  of  Indian 
doqoeiree — State  of  American  researches  in  natural  science — Dr.  Saml.  L. 
MitchelL 

1826.  September.  Sickness,  which  often  assumed  a  mortal 
type,  broke  oat  daring  this  month  at  Detroit,  and  carried  away 
Buy  of  its  most  esteemed  citizens.  Col.  McKenney  writes  (Sep. 
13th)  that  the  Commissioners  reached  that  place  from  Madcinac 
in  ten  days,  and  that  an  alarming  sickness  prevails— one  hundred 
cues !  Among  the  latter  is  Mnf.  Judge  Hunt,  an  esteemed  lady. 
Gor.  0.  (Sep.  14th)  announces  the  death  of  Col.  Henry  J. 
Hunt,  one  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  ;  a  man  who,  for  many 
jeurs,  has  occupied  a  position  of  the  highest  respect  and  esteem. 
His  honor,  integrity,  and  general  usefulness,  urbanity  of  manners 
Uid  kindness  to  all  classes,  have  never  been  called  in  question, 
uid  his  loss  to  society  will  create  a  vacancy  which  will  long  be 
felt.  Called  away  suddenly,  his  death  has  produced  a  shock  in 
all  classes,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest. 

Edmund  A.  Brush,  Esq.,  writes  (Sept.  17th):  "Our  unhappy 

mortality  prevails."     On  the  23d,  he  says:  "Mr.  Whitney  has 

been  lying  at  the  point  of  death  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  days. 

We  hope  he  begins  to  improve.*'    These  hopes  were  delusive.    He 

died.    Mr.  Whitney  had  been  abroad ;  he  was  an  assiduous  and 

talented  advocate — a  native  of  Hudson,  N.  Y. — was  on  the  high 

road  to  political  distinction — a  moral  man  and  a  public  loss. 

I  amused  myself  this  fall  by  keeping  notes  of  the  official  visits 
of  my  Indian  neighbors.  They  may  denote  the  kind  of  daily 
wants  against  which  this  people  struggle. 

Oct.  2(2.  Monetogeezhig  complained  that  he  had  not  been  able 
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to  take  any  fish  for  several  days,  and  solicited  some  food  for  him- 
self and  family,  being  five  persons.  The  dress  and  general 
appearance  of  himself  and  wife  and  the  children,  nearly  naked, 
bore  evidence  to  the  truth  of  his  repeated  expressions,  that  they 
^ere  "poor,  veiry  poor,  and  hungry."  He  also  presented  a  kettle 
'  and  an  axe  to  b^  repaired.  I  gave  him  a  ticket  oa  the  Agency 
blacksmith,  and  caused  sixteen  rations  of  flour  and  pork  to  be 
issued  -to  him. 

8rf.  The  petty  chief,  Cheegud,  with  his  wife  and  two  childreii, 
arrived  from  Lake  Superior,  and  reported  that  suice  leaving  the 
Taquimenon  he  had  killed  nothing.  While  inland,  he  had  broken 
his  axe  and  trap.  This  young  chief  is  son-in-law  of  Shingauba 
W'ossin,  principal  chief  of  the  Chippewas.  He  is  one  of  the  home 
band,  has  been  intimate  at  the  agency  from  its  establishment,  and 
is  very  much  attached  to  tlie  government.  He  attended  the 
treaty  of  Prairie  du  Ghieti,  in  1825,  and  the  treaty  of  Fond  du* 
Lac,  in  1826^  and  received  at  the  latter  a  medal  of  the  third  size. 
He  has  ajways  properly  appreciated  the  presents  given  him,  and 
by  his  temperate,  consistent,  and  respectable  course  of  Kfe,^  merited 
attention.     Directed  a  ticket  on  the  shop  and. twenty  rations. 

Qih,  An  Indian  woman,  wife  of  Sirdeland,  a  re^idenf  Canadian, 
in  very  low  circumstances,  and  living  in  the  Indian  mode,  requested 
a  kettle  to  be  mended.  My  rule,  in  cases  of  this,  sort,  excludes 
.  Indian  females  who  are  under  the  protection  of  Canadian  hus- 
~  ^  bftnds  from  a  participation  in  the  presents  distributed  at  the  office. 
But  it  is  proper  to  make  exceptions,  in  some  instances,  where 
repairs  of  ironwork  are  solicited.  Directed  a  ticket  on  the  black- 
smith. 

13(/«.  Issued  to  Waykwauking  and  family  twelve  rations. 

16«A.  Shingwaukoahce,  The  Little  Pine  (17th  July,  1822,  first 
visit),  accompanied  by  twenty  persons,  visited  the  office.  This  is 
'  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Treaty  of  St.  Mary  of  1820,  where  his  mark 
is  prefixed  to  his  French  name,  Augustin  Bart.  He  told  me  he 
had  come  to  visit  me,  attended  with  all  his,  young  men,  and  re- 
quested I  would  listen  to  what  he  had  to  .say.  He  made  a  speech^ 
at  great  length,  in  which  he  recapitulated  his  good  offices  and 
exertions  towards  the  Americans,  from  the  time  of  Gov.  Cass's 
arrival  in  1820.  He  stated  that  a  plot  had  then  been  formed  to 
cut  off  the  Gov.'s  party,  and  that  he  and  Mr.  G.  Johnston  had 
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been  mstrumental  ii^  thwarting  t&e  design.  He  was  glad  to  see 
tbe  fire  I  had  lighted  up  here  in  1822  was  kept  burning,  that 
the  Indians  might  come  and  warm  themselves  by  it.  He  had  now 
determined  to  come  and  live  permani^ntly  oh  the  American  side  of 
ih^  river,  and  put  himself  under  my  protection. 

He  repeated  his  friendship,  and  gave  a  "parole"  of  Wue  wam-. 
pmn  to  confirm  his  words.     One  of  his  party  then  liglited  a  pipe 
^ai  handed  it  to  me  to  smoke  in  the  usual  manner.     Caused 
toh&cco  and  sixty  rations  of  food  to  be  distril^ated  among  his 
\)and. 

20ti.  Oshawano  solicited  food,  declaring  that  his  boys  had  not 
\)ecn  <ble  to  take  any  fish  from  the  rapids  for  severiEil  days.  This 
i&an  old  man,  and  a  chief  resident  at  St.  Mary/s.  I  told  him  that 
it  vas  not  my  practice,  which  he  knew,  to  issue  provision  to  the 
families  of  fishermen  during  the  fishing  season,  and  that  I  expected 
Lis  children  to  supply  him;  that,  besides,  he  was  one  of  the  per- 
sons who  had  visited  the  B.  Post  at  D.  Isd.  during  the  last  summer, 
and  that  he  knew  I  made  no  presefats  of  any  kind  to  Indians  who 
rec<?ived  presents  there ;  that  if  he  went  to  his  B.  father  in  the 
emnmer,  when  it  was  pleasant  weather,  he  must  also  go  in  the  fall 
and  winter,  when  the  weather  was  bad ;  that  if  thiey  gave  hiiA 
presents  of  goods,  they  must  also  give  him  food.  He  looked 
Tery  grave,  and,  after  a  short  silence,  said  that  he  had  got  little 
or  nothing  at  D.  I.  He  said  his  home  was  here]  and  he  was  very 
poor,  ic.  Knowing,  from  personal  observation,  that  he  was  suf- 
fering for  food,  I  ordered  twenty-six  rations. 

2h(,  Cheegud  came  to  say  that  he  was  about  to  go  to  his  winter- 
ing grounds,  and  wished  some  provisions  to  commence  the  journey. 
This  young  chief  has  been  welcomed  at  the  agency,  apd  is  friendly 
to  the  American  government.      He  attended    the   treaties   of 
P.  D.  C.  and  F.   du  Lac;   at  the  latter  he  received  a  medal. 
He  has  always  appreciated  attentions,  and  by  his  sober,  consist- 
ent, and  respectful  course  of  life,  merits  the  notice  of  the  office. 
I  gave  him  some  necessary  ironwork,  a  knife,  tobacco,  ammunition, 
provifions  (18). 
23rf.  Visited  by  Shingauwosh  (4  p.) 
2ith.  Akeewayzeid  (4  per.) 
26tk  KeeWikoance  and  band,  eleven  persons.     This  is  a  chief 
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residing  ou  the  lower  part  of  the  river  St.  Mary.  Having  visited 
hits^  last  spring,  he  gave  me  an  ancient  clay  pot,  such  as  the  In* 
dians  used  before  the  arrival  of  Europeans.  He  told  me  he  was 
the  seventh  chief,  in  a  direct  line,  since  the  French  first  arrived. 
He  and  his  band  plant  some  com  and  potatoes  upon  an  island.  He 
appears  a  sensible  discreet  man,  and  has  a  good  deal  of'  the  pride 
and  dignity  of  the  Indian  character.  He  is  in  the  British  interest, 
and  his  feelings  are  all  that  way,  being  always  received  at  D. 
I.  with  marked  attention.  He  has  a  British  medaJ,  bpt  wishes  to 
keep. on  friendly  terms  here. 

28tL  Metosh  came  in  the  office  and  said :  ^^  My  father,  I  am  very 
poor ;  I  have  nothing,  not  even  an  axe  to  cut  wood.  Show  me 
pity."     Thirteen  rations. 

80^/^.  Visited  by  Wayishkee,  a  chief,  having  a  medal  of  the  first 
class,  formeriy  of  La  .Pointe,  in  Lake  Superior,  and  of  an  ancient 
.  line  of  chiefs,  but  for  the  last  three  years  a;  resident  of  St.  Mary's. 
He  had  a  wife  and  nine -children.  Has  been  in  the  constant  habit 
of  visiting  the  office  since  its  establishment ;  but  it  is  only  within 
the  last  year  that  he  has  given  up  visiting  D.  I.  He  is  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  treaty  of  St.  Mary.  He  attended  the  treaty  of  F. 
du  Lac  last  summer.  Received  a  medal  and  flag  from  me  in  the 
spring.  Is  a  good  hunter  and  a  kind  and  affectionate  parent. 
Had  all  his  children  by  one  wife.  Game  to  inform  me  that  he  was 
on  his  way  to  make  his  first  hunt  on  Red  Carp  river,  L.  S.  Gave 
him  ironwork,  &c.  , 

30/A.  Neegaubeyun,  The  We9t  Windy  a  chief  by  descent  of  the 
home  band ;  is  a  man  about  forty ;  has  lost  one  eye ;  much  given 
to  intemperance,  and  generally  badly  clothed ;  will  sometimes  labor 
for  whisky;  visits  D.  I.  every  season.  In  consequence  of  his  poor 
character  and  political  bias,  has  never  been  recognized  by  me  as  a 
chief,  nor  honored  with  the  marks  of  one.  He  said  that  he  was  poor, 
and  did  not  come  to  trouble  me  oftenj  and  hoped  I  would  show  him 
charity.  I  told  him  he  must  not  construe  my  charity  into  appro- 
bation of  his  conduct,  particularly  his  visits  to  D.  L,  which  were  dis- 
pleasing to  me  and  had  been  forbidden  by  his  American  Father  (3  b.) 

ZQth,  Muckudaywuckooneyea.  This  is  a  young  man  about  18. 
His  father  was- a  steady  friend  to  the  American  cause  even  daring 
the  late  war,  and  many  years  before  an  Agent  resided  here.  He 
had  received  a  Jefferson  medal  at  Detroit ;  was  drowned  in  the  St. 
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Marj  a  few  years  ago.     The  son  has  been  an  irregular  visitor  at 
the  oflSce  for  the  last  four  years,  and  is  ambitious  to  be  invested 
wltli  the  authority  of  his  father,  but  possesses  neither  age,  ability, 
or  discretion.     In  consequence  of  his  visiting  D.  I.,  contrary  to 
my  request  and  hu  promise,  I  took  away  his  father's  medal  from 
him,  in  1823,  hanging  it  up  in  my  office,  and  telling  him  when  he 
was  worthy  of  it,  and  not  before,  he  should  have  it.     His  conduct 
of  late  has  been  more  considerate,  and  his  professions  of  friend- 
ship for  the  American  government  are  profuse;   but  he  has  not 
ceased  his  Canada  visits.     Ten  rations. 

JSW.  K>th.  Ketuckecwagauboway.  This  being  Sunday,  I  told 
\iuD  he  knew  very  well  that  I  never  listened  to  Indians  on  the 
Prayer  Day  unless  they  were  just  come  from  a  journey,  &c.  He 
leni  aw^y^  saying  he  had  forgot,  &c^ 

6tA.  Oshkinaway  and  brother,  18  p.,  of  the  British  shore. 
Sronght  a  present  of  some  partridges. 

7tA.  Metacoscgay.  This  man  resides  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  river,  but  hunts  often  on  the 
American  shore.  He  resided  many  years  ago  with  a  French 
fimilj  at  St.  Mary,  and  has  imbibed  something  of  the  French 
taste  and  manners,  always  wearing  an  ornamental  hat,  and  mak- 
ing a  bow  on  entering  and  leaving  the  office.  He  has  been  in  the 
regular  habit  of  visiting  me  from  the  year  1822,  and  generally 
applies  fpr  what  is  termed  nwappo  on  setting  out  for  his  fall  and 
winter  hunts.  His  elder  wife,  for  he  has  two,  is  a  Sioux  slave,, 
taken  in  youth.  (8,  12  r.) 
Tti.  Nauwequay  Wegauboway.  (4,  20.) 
9M.  This  day  Bisconaosh  visited  me  for  the  first  time  since  my 
residence  here.  Ho  came  with  his  wife  and  two  children.  This 
mania  of  the  ancient  band  of  the  Falls,  but  being  strongly  attached 
to  the  British  government,  has  been  shy  of  approaching  me. 
This  has  been  taken  advantage  of  by  Mr.  E.,  a  trader  on  the 
opposite  shore,  who  told  him  the  Americans  would  cause  him  to 
be  whipped,  with  other  idle  stuff  of  that  sort,  if  he  came  over.  He 
stated  these  facts  as  the  cause  for  his  not  coming  earlier  to  see 
me,  and  said  he  was  anxious  to  return  to  the  seat  of  his  forefathers, 
&c.  Presented  him  with  an  axe,  pair  of  spears,  ice-chisel,  knife, 
and  a  couple  o/  flints,  and  with  sixteeti  rations  of  flour,  pork» 
and  beans. 
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10th:-  Kctuckeewagaubowa J.  This  is  a  resident  Indian  of  this 
place.  He  is  a  fisherman  during  the  summer,  and  scarcelj  ever 
does  more  in  the  winter  than  to  snare  hares  of  kill  partridgeB, 
which  he  exposes  for  sale.  lie  also  makes' snow-shoes,  &c.  He 
is  intemperate  and  improvident,  wasting  in  liquor  what  would  be 
useful  to  his  family  if  laid  out  for  provisions,  &c.  It  id  impossible 
to  avoid  issues  to  such  persons  occasionallj.  Advipe  and  reproof 
he  always  takes  well,  acknowledges  their  justice  with  good  nature, 
and  is  even  facetiously  pleasant.  This  man  used  formerly  to  coHle 
to  the  office  intoxicated ;  but  my  undeviating  rule  of  listening  to 
no  Indian  in  that  state,  has  had  good  effect. 

lO^A.  Kewazee,  a  fisherman  in  the  fall)  a  hunter  in  the  winter^ 
is  the  eldest  son  of  the  old  hereditary  chief  Oshawano.  Kee]^ 
himself  w\}ll  clpthed,  and  supports  his  family  of  four  persons  com- 
fortably in  the  Indian  way.  Having  concluded  to  stop  fishing  for 
the, season,  he  came  to  solicit  some  provision  to  go  inland.  This 
is  one  of  the  honle  band  who  adheres  to  the  American  government^ 
and  has  entirely  broken  off  all  visits  to- D.  I.,  even  contrary  to  the 
practice  of  his  father  and  all  the  other  members  of  his  family. 

ISth.  lawbeance.  The  Little  Male^  sl  jonng  majif 

14tth.  Margret,  wife  of  Metakoosega,  came  in  the  name  of  her 
husband^  confined  by  a  sore  hand  and  unable  to  work.     3,  10. 

15th.  Wabishkipenaysee,  Q,  18,  an  Ontonagon  Indian,  who 
thinks  he  is  abandoned  by  his  Manito. 

IGth.  Naugitshigome  and  band,  12,  48.  This  is  an  old  man,.a 
chief  by  descent,  but  ha«  neither  medal  nor  flag  from  the  British  or 
American  government.  His  followers,  consisting  of  some  rela- 
tions^ entitle  him  to  some  respect,  although  his  foreign  attachments 
have  prevented  my  receiving  him  as  a  chief.  His  visits  are,  hewr 
ever,  constant,  and  he  professes  himself  friendly.  His  prejudioefl 
have  evidently  given  way  a  good  deal,,  and  the  kindness  and 
charity  shown  to  him,  mixed  with  admonition,  have  produced  a 
sensible  change  in  his  feelings. 

18^^.  Caubaonaquet,  6,  36. 

21«^  Moazomonee,  4,  14,  of  St.  Croiy,  L.  S.,  made  a  speech, 
stating  the  circumstaiices  which  brought  him  down,  and  imploring 
charity  in  clothes,  &c.  Presented  a  pipe  to  him ;  gave  him  an  axe, 
spears^  chisel,  fire-steel,  leggings,  &c. 
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Mth.  Caugaugec,  Little  CroWy  4,  12,  a  son-in-law  of  Nau- 
gitcliigome^  brought  some  hares  as  a  present. 

SfTfA.  Ochipway^  a  stoat,  athletic  young'  Indian,  having  a  wife 
and  children.  He  said  bis  youngest  child  was  ill,  and  requested 
I  physician  to  be  sent  to  see  him. 

Vlik.  Negaubeyun,  12,  36. 

OshawanO.  Told  him  to  come  some  other  time.  Axe  and 
spears. 

29tA.  Akewaisee  applied  for  provisions  and  an  axe,  saying  his 
tie  had  been  stolen;  that  he  wished  to  go  down  the  river.  I 
tued  him  with  selling  his  axe  for  liquor,  but  he  denied  this,  saying 
that  be  never  sold  what  he  received  as  presents,  and  that  it  was 
stolen  while  he  was  fishing.  Gave  him  an  axe,  with  an  injunction 
tbthe  mtuit.take  better  care  of  it  than  he  did  of  the  last.  Ten 
ntions. 

Ml  Metacosseguay  and  wife.  Said  he  had  not  been  able  to 
Inmtor'fis^  for  some  time,  and  had  been  disappointed  in  getting 
lour  for  some  fish  he  had  sold ;  that  the  trader  had  promised  him 
lour  when  the  vessel  came,  but  no  vessel  had  come.-  This  being  the 
<iM  visit  of  this  man  and  family  within  three  weeks,  I  told  him 
that  while  he  was  unwell  I  had  given  him,  but  now  he  was  able  to 
hunt  or  trap  or  fish,  he  must  do  so ;  that  he  came  to  me  too  often, 
and  sometimes  after  he  had  sold  the  avails  of  his  hunt,  and  taken 
the  whole  in  liquor,  he  relied  upon  me  for  provisions ;  that  I  saw 
clearly  what  was  going  on  about  me,  and  he  could  not  deceive  mo 
ly  idle  stories,  &c. ;  that  he  was  constantly  calling  me  father,  and 
^treating  me  to  look  upon  him  as  a  child,  and  I  did  so,  not  only 

• 

in  giving,  but  also  in  refusing ;  that  reasonable  chiMren  did  not 
trouble  their  fathers  too  often,  and  never  requested  anything  but 
^hen  they  were  really  in  need,  &c.  I  ordered  him  a  plug  of  to- 
l^acco,  and  told  him  to  go  to  his  lodge  and  smoke  upon  my  wordSy 
*nd  he  would  find  them  good.  He  went  away  seemingly  as  well 
pleased  as  if  I  had  met  his  requests,  shaking  me  and  my  inter- 
preter cordially  by  the  hand,  and  his  wife  dropping  a  curtsoy  as 
she  left  the  office. 

SOtfc.  Moazomonee,  nephew,  and  brother-in-law,  came  for  some 
lAiBkrat  traps  I  had  promised  him  on  his  last  visit.  As  this  man 
heloDgs  to  a  band  on  the  head  of  River  St.  Ci-oix,  700  miles 
u^d,  and  will  return  there  in  the  spring,  the  opinions  he  may 
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imbibe  of  our  goyemment  may  have  an  important  influence  witl 
his  relatives,  and  I  therefore  determined  to  make  a  fkvorable  im 
pression  upon  him  by  issuing  some  presents.  In  his  lod^  are  Ibn 
men,  three  women,  and  a  nninber  of  ohihlren.  tssned  sixteen'  rs 
tions.  ' 

Deer.  l%t,  Cath.  and  Gikkaw  applied  for  awls. 

2(2.  Oshawano  and  his  youngest  son.  Said  he  had  three  dangh 
ters  who  had  to  cut  wood  every  day,  and  had  no  axe  of  their  olht 
that  he  was  in  want  of  an  ioe-chisel ;  fever  in  family.  Gtive  hii 
twenty  rations,    thanked  me  and  bade  me  good-day. 

4ih.  OaubamoBsa,  nephew,  wife,  and  dhild.     Twelve  ratibna. 
'^    OdawsiU.    Refused  provisions.     Eld^r  brother  to  Osha 
Wano,  alias  Weenekiz. 

•  '^ '  G^tsha  Akkewaise.  Refused  provisions.  Told  him  tfaa 
on  account  of  visits  to  D.  L,  &c. 

^^  Moasonee  came  for  traps  promised  him,  also  alcnife  an 
fire-steel.  Told  him  to  hunt  assiduously,  but  if  he  could  proem 
nothing,  to  oome  to 'me  for  provisions. 

7tA.  Merchand.     Old  iron  to  mend." 
^'    Nauwaquaygahig.     12,  axe,  &c. 

9tA.  Namewunagunboway.     12. 
"     Merchandl     Twenty  rations,  five  persons. 
"    Meesho. 

13^A.  Ketetckeewagauboway.     Axe  and  spears. 
"      Gitshee  Ojibway. 
"      Metackossegay. 

Vlth.  Naugitchigomo  called  at  house.  Sent  off  with  a  repri 
mand  never  to  call  on  Sunday. 

18^A.  laubence  brought  some  birds.     Gave  rations. 

My  correspondence  during  the  autumn  was  by  no  means  negleci 
ed.  Col.  McKenney,  Com.  Ind.  Affairs,  writes  (Oct.  17th)  in  hi 
usual  friendly  vein.  The  oflScial  influence  of  his  visit  to  this  rettiot 
portion  of  the  country  is  seen  in  several  things.  He  has  plaice 
a  sub-agent  at  La  Pointe.  He  has  approved  the  agent's  conra 
of  policy  pursued  here,  and  placed  the  Indian  affairs  generally  o 
a  better  basis. 

In  his  "sketches'*  of  his  recent  tour,  he  seeks  to  embody  pel 
sonal  and  amusing  things  which  daily  befell  the  party — ^mattei 
upon  which  he  was  quite  at  home.     I  had  mentioned  to  him,  wUl 
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lere,  that  the  time  and  labor,  necessary  to  collect  information  on 
Indini  topics,  of  a  literary  character,  iinposed  a  species  of  re- 
lenreh  worthy  of  departmental  patronage ;  that  I  was  quite  will- 
ing  to  contribute  in  this  way,  and  to  devote  my  leisure  moments 
to  farther  researches  on  the  aboriginal  history  and  languages,  if 
the  government  would  appropriate  means  to  this  end.  I  took  the 
oeeaaion  to  put  these  views  in  writing,  and,  by  way  of  earnest, 
odosed  him  part  of  a  vocabulary. 

Ifav.  It^.  The  &lse  views  of  Indian  history  and  philology,  en* 
psdered  in  some  degree  by  the  mi&apprehensiona  of  Mr.  Hecke* 
velder  and  some  other  writers,  which  were  exposed  by.  a  glowing 
vticle  in  the  North  American  Review  last  year,  have  had  the 
dbet  to  provoke  further  discussion.     G.  is  disposed  to  prepare 
mother  article  for  that  paper,  and  is  looking  about  him  keen- 
Ijfor  new  facts.   ,In  a  letter  of  this  date,  he  says:  ^'I  am  ex- 
tremely anxious  for  your  conjugation  of  the  Chippewa  substantive 
verb.-   Let-  nothinjg  prevent  you  from  sending  it  to  me,  as  it  is 
iK>re  esseptial  than  I  have  time  to  explain  to  you.     Send  me  also 
yots  observations  on  the  Chippewa  language.     Let  them  come  as 
yon  had  them.     Take  no  tim^*to  copy  them." 

11^.  Mr.  R.  S.  writes  one  of  his  peculiar  letters,  in  which 
^<^e  sentiments  seem   to  be   compressed,  as  if  some  species  of 
fi^^^ise  were  at  work — an  attenuated  worldly  precaution   which 
^^a.ds  him  perpetually  to  half  conceal  sentiment,  purpose  and 
^^^ts,  as  if  the   operations   and  business   of  life  were  not  ten 
^^tries  better  effected  by  plain  straightforwardness  than  by  any 
^^her  mode.     He  has,  however,  so  long  dealt  with  tricky  fur- 
^i^ders  and  dealers   in  interested  sentiment,  that  it  seems  his 
^^tellectual  habits  are  formed,  to  some  extent,  on  that  model. 
What  annoys  me  is,  that  he  supposes  himself  hid,  when,  like  the 
^trich,  it  is  only  his  own  head  that  is  concealed  in  the  sand.    Yet 
this  man  is  alive  to  general  moral  effort,  unites  freely  in  all  the 
^nevolent  movements  of  the  day,  and  has  the  general  air   of 
friendliness  in  his  personal  manners.     It  continually  seems  that 
dlthe  outer  world's  affairs  are  well  judged  of,  but  when  he  comes 
to  draw  conclusions  of  moral  men  who  have  the  power  of  affecting 
Us  own  interests,  there  is  apparent  constraint,  or  palpable  narrow- 
mindedness. 
29tiL  Professor  Chas.  Anthon,  of  Columbia  College,  writes  for 
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specimens  of  Indian  eloquence.  The  world  has  been  groBtlj  mis- 
led  on  this  subject.  '  The  great  simplieitj,  tad^  eocasional 
strength,  of  an  Indian's  thoughts,  have  sometimes  led  to  the  use 
of  -figures  and  epithets  of  beauty.  He  is  surrounded  bj  all  the 
elements  of  poetry  and  eloquence — tempests,  woods,  waters,  skies. 
His  mythology  is  poetic.  Ilis  world  is  replete  with  spirits  and 
gods  of  all  imaginable  kinds  and  hues.  His  very  position — a  race 
falling  before  civilization,  and  obliged^  to  give  up.  the  bow  and 
arrow  for  the  plough — ^is  poetic  and  artistic.  But  be  has  no  sus- 
tained eloquence,  no  continuous  trains  of  varying  thought.  It  is 
the  flash,  the-  crack  of  contending  elements,  ^t  is  not  the  steady 
sound  of  the  waterfall.  Such  wa^  the  eloquent  appeal  of  Logan, 
revised  and  pointed  by  Gibson:  Such  was  the  more  sustained 
speech  of  Garangtfla  to  La  Barrie,  the  Governor-General  of 
Canada,  with  La  Hbntan  as  a  reporter.  Such  were  the  speeches 
of  Pontiac  and  the  eloquent  Sagoyawata,  or'Red  Jacket^  the  readiest 
reasoneK  of  them  all,  which  were  diluted  rather  than  improved  by 
admiring  paragraphists.  Many  persons  4iave  purposed  to  write  a 
volume  of  Indian  eloquence.  Mr.-. Conant*s  design  on  this  subject 
is  fresh.  The  present  request  is  to. supply  Mr.  Barker,  the  pub- 
liisher  of  ''  Stephen's  Greek  Thesaurus,"  Garabridgie,  England. 
What  under  the  sun  do  the  learned  woHd  suppose  the  Indians  are 
made  of?  A  man  spending  his  time  painfully  to  catch  a  bearer, 
or  entrap  nn  enemy,  without  stores  of  thought,  without  leisure 
with  nothing  often  to  eat,  and  nothing  to  put  on  but  tatters  an 
rags,  and,  withal,  with  the  whole  Anglo-Saxon  race  treading  o 
his  toes  and  burning  out  his  vitals  with  ardent  spirits.  Such 
the  Indian. 

I  sent  the  learned  professor  some  perfectly  truthful  speciae 
recently  delivered  here  on  the  occasion  of  a  surgeon  from  the  f 
digging  up  the  body  of  an  Indian  woman  for  dissection.     T 
expressed  plain  truth  without  eloquence,  and  I  never  heard  f 
thing  more  of  the  professor. 

30tA.  Science  in  America. — I  received  a  .friendly  letter 
Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  N.  Y.  There  are,  of  recent  years, 
purely  scientific  men  in  the  land,  no  doubt,  than  the  ven< 
doctor.  But  could  this  have  been  said  truly  even  ten  yeart 
He  is  now,  perhaps,  the  best  ichthyologist  in  the  Union.     I 
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Trell-read  zoologist,  an  intellig<)nt  botanist  and  a  general  physiolo- 
gist, and  has  been  for  a  long  scries  of  years  the  focus  of  the 
diffusion   of  knowledge  on  a  great  variety  of  subjects.      Gov. 
Clinton  has  well  caUed  him  the  ^^  Delphic  Oracle"  in  one  of  his 
Letters  of  Hibemicus,. because,  everyone  Who  has  a  scientific  ques- 
tion to  ask  comes  to  him. 

"The  Lyceum  of  Natural  History,"  he  writes,  "is  going  on 
prosperously  in  the  collection  of  articles  and  in  the  publication  of 
mtelligence.  The  museum  is  enlarging  and  the  annals  progress- 
ing. The  intercourse  of  New  York  city  with  almost  numberless 
pirts  of  the  globe,  aided  by  the  enterprise  and  generosity  of  our 
niT^ating  citizens,  is  productive  of  an  almost  constant  supply  of 
natural  productions,  some  familiar,  some  known  to  naturalists,  but 
not  before  seen  by  us,  and  others  new  to  the  whole  class  of 
otaenrers." 

Dee,  Ist.  Much  leisure  during  the  four  years  I  have  been  at 
this  agency,  added  to  an  early  developed  distaste  for  the  ordinary 
modes  of  killing  time,  has  enabled  me  to  give  no  little  of  my  leisure 
to  literary  pursuits.  The  interesting  phenomena  of  the  Indian 
grammar  have  come  in  for  a  large  share  of  my  attention.  This  has 
caused  me  to  revise  and  extend  my  early  studies,  and  to  rummage 
such  books  on  general  grammar  and  philology  as  I  could  lay  my 
hands  on.  Every  winter,  beginning  as  Soon  as  the  navigation  closes 
and  the  world  is  fairly  shut  out,  has  thuff  constituted  a  season  of 
itndies.  My  attention  has  been  perpetually  divided  between 
boob  and  living  interpreters.  This  may  be  said  to  be  my  fourth 
year's  course  with  the  Johfnstons  on  the  languages. 

I  have  also  resumed,  as  an  alternate  amusement,  "  The  Literary 
Voyager."  I  wrote  this  year  "  The  Man  of  Bronze,**  an  essay  on 
the  Indian  character,  which  has  contributed  to  my  own  amusement, 
nor  have  I  determined  to  show  it  to  a  human  eye. 

Let  others  write  what  others  deftly  may, 
^   J  aim  with  thought  to  fill  my  wintry  day. 
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CHAPTER   XXVIII. 

Mineralogy — Territorial  a£^ir8 — ^Vindication  of  the  American  policy  by  ifei 
treatinieiit  of  the  Indian^ — ^New  York  spirit  of  improyemenfc — ^Taste  for 
.  cabineie  of  natural  history — Fatalism  in  an  Indian — ^Death  of  a  first  bom 
son— Flight  from  the  honse — Territorial  matters — ^A  literary  topic — ^Pre- 
parations for  another  treaty — Consolations — ^Boundary  in  the  Northweai 
undei^  the  treaty  of  Ghont-^Natural  history — Trip  to  Qreen  Bay — Treaty 
of  Bntte  des  Morts — Winnebago  outbreak — Intrepid  conduct  of  General 
Oaea— Indian  stabbing — Investment  of  the  petticoat — ^Mohegan  language. 

1827.  January  10^A.f— Mineralogy  became  a  popular  study  in 
the  United  States,  I  believe,  about  1817  or  thereabouts,  when 
Trofe^or  Cleveland  published  the  first  edition  of  his  Ulement$  qf 
MinercUogj/jMid  Silliman  began  his  Journal  of  Science.  It  is  true 
Bruce  had  published  his  Mineralogical  Journal  m  1814,  but  the 
sdenoe  can,  by  no  means,  be  said  to  have  attracted  much,  or  gene^ 
ral  attention  for  several  years.  It  was  not  till  1819  that  Cleve* 
land's  work  first  came  into  my  hands.  The  professor  writes  me  un- 
der this  date,  that  he  is  about  preparing  a  new  edition  of  the  work, 
and  he  solicits  the  communication  of  new  localities.  This  woric 
has  been  about  ten  years  before  the  public.  It  was  tiie  first  woil 
on  that  subject  produced  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  has 
acquired  great  popularity  as  a, text-book  to  classes  and  amateurs. 
It  adbpts  a  classification  on  chemical  principles;  but  recognizes  the 
Wemerian  system  of  erecting  species  by  external  characters;  and 
also  Hany's  system  of  crystallography,  so  &r  as  it  extends,  ai 
being  coincident,  in  the  respective  proofs  which  these  systemft 
afford  to  the  chemical  mode  of  pure  analyns.  As  such  it  com^ 
mends  itself  to  the  common  sense  of  observers. 

20<A.  Territorial  affairs  now  began  more  particularly  to  attract 
my  attention.  Robert  Irwin,  Jr.,  Esq.,  M.  C.  of  Detroit,  writes 
on  territorial  affairs,  growing  out  of  the  organization  of  a  new 
county,  on  the  St.  Mary's,  and  in  the  basin  of  Lake  Superior. 
I  had  furnished  him  the  choice  of  three  names,  Allegan,  Algonac, 
and  Chippewa. 

Major  R.  A.  Forsyth,  M.  C,  says  (Jan.  22d),  ^Hhe  new^ 
county  bill  passed  on  the  last  of  December  (1826).    It  is  contem — 
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plated  to  tender  to  you  the  appointment  of  first  judge  of  the 
flew  Gonnty.    We  have  selected  the  name  of  ^  Chippewa.'  " 
'  Mr.  G.  C.  Trowbridge  writes  (25th)  that  "  it  is  proposed  in  Con- 
gress to  lay  off  a  new  territory,  embracing  all  Michigan  west  of 
the  lake.    This  territory,  at  first  proposed  to  be  called  Huron,  was 
erentually  named  Wisconsin." 

25th.  Mr.  Cass  has  examined,  in  an  able  article  in  the  North 

American  JRevieWj  the  policy  of  the  American  government  in  its 

trtMbtment  of  the  Indians,  in  contrast  with  that  of  Great  Britain. 

In  this  articTe,  the  charges  of  the  London  Quarterly  are  contro- 

^Eerted,  and  a  full  yindication  made  of  our  policy  and  treatment  of 

these  tribes,  which  must  be  gratifying  to  every  lover  of  our.institu- 

ticHis,  and  iSfta  public  sense  of  justice.    As  between  government  and 

goremment,  this  paper  is  b  pow^ul  and  triumphant  one.    As  a 

legal  question  it  is  not  less  so.    The  question  of  political  sove^ 

r'^igiity  is    clear.      Did  our  English    Elizabeths,  James',   and 

Crharles',  ever  doubt  their  full  right  of  sovereignty?    The  pub- 

Kc  Bense  of  jdstiGe  and  benevolence,  the  Republic,  if  not  the 

parent  monarchy,  felly  recognised,  by  tracing  to  these  tribes  the 

fee  of  the  soil,  and  by  punctually  paying  its  value,  as  established 

l>y  public  treaties,  at  all  times* 

26th.  Mr.  T.  G.  Anderson,  of  Drummond  Island,  transmits  a 
translation  of  the  Lord's  Prayer,  in  Odjibwa,  which  he  requests 
to  be  examined. 

^eb.  &th.  No  State  seems  comparable,  for  its  enterprise  and 
^^pid  improvements,  to  Neur  York.  Mr.  E.  B.  Allen,  who  recently 
^^moved  from  this  remote  village  to  Ogdonsburgh,  New  York,  ex* 
presses  his  agreeable  surprise,  after  seven  years'  absence  in  the 
^'est,  at  the  vast  improvements  that  have  been  made  in  that 
State.  *^  There  is  a  spirit  of  enterprise  and  energy,  that  is  deeply 
^Interesting  to  men  of  business  and  also  men  of  science." 

March  let.  Dr.  Martyn  Paine,  of  New  York,  proposes  a  system 

of  philosophic  exchanges.     The  large  and  fine  collection  of  mine- 

i^ogical  and  geological  specimens  which  I  brought  from  Missouri 

a^d  other  parts  of  the  Mississippi  valley  in  1819,  appears  to  have 

^ad  an  effect  on  the  prevalent  taste  for  these  subjects,  and  at 

\east,  it  has  fixed  the  eyes  of  naturalists  on  my  position  on  the 

ftcntiers.    Cabinets  of  minerals  have  been  in  vogue  for  about 

me  or  ten  yeaors.    Mr.  Maclure,  of  Philadelphia,  Colonel  Gibbs, 

4Kew  Haven,  and  Drs*  De  Witt,  Brace  and  Mitchill,  of  New 

4^ 
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York,  and  above  Profs.  Silliman  and  Cley^land^  may  be  said  to 
have  originated  the  taste.  Before  tbeir  day,  minerals  wera  regard- 
ed as  mere  ^^ stones."  Now,  it  is  rare  to  find  a  college  or  a^cadeiny 
without,  at  lei^st,  the  nucleus  of  a  cabinet.  By  transferring  my 
collection  here,  I  have  increased  very  much  my^own  means  of  intel- 
lectual enjoyment  and  resistance  to  the  power  of  solitariuesBy  if  it 
has  not  been  the  means  of  promoting  discovery  in  others. 

4:th.  Fatalism. — An  Indian,  called  Wabishkipenace,  The 
White  Birdj  brings  an  express  mail  from  the  sub-agency  df  La 
Pointe,  in  Lake  Superior.  This  proved  to  be^the  individual  who, 
in  1820,  acted  as  one  of  the  guides  of  the  exploring  expedition  to 
the  Copper  Bock,  on  the  Ontonagon  Biver.  IVifles  light  as  air 
arouse  an  Lidian's  suspicions,  and  the  circumstance  of  his  being 
thus  employed  by  the  government  agents,  was  made  use  of  by  hiB 
feUows  to  his  prejudice.  They  told  him  that  this  acjt  was  displefts- 
ing  to  the  Great  Spirit,  who  had  visited  him  with  his  displeaaoire. 
Whatever  influence  this  idea  had  on  others,  on  Wabishkipenace  it 
seemed  to  tell.  He  looked  the  image  of  despair.  He  wore  iiia 
hair  long,  and  was  nearly  naked.  He  had  a  countenance  of  the 
most  melancholy  cast.  Poverty  itself  could  not  be  poorer.  Now, 
he  appears  {o  have  taken  courage,  and  is  willing  once  more  to  enter 
into  the  conflicts  of  Ufe.  But,  alas !  what  are  theae  conflicts  with 
an  Indian  ?    A  mere  struggle  for  meat  and  bread  enough  to  live. 

13tA«  This  is  a  day  long  to  be  remembered  in  my  domeetif 
annals,  as  it  carried  to  the  tomb  the  gi«i  of  a  once  happy  circle 
the  cherished  darling  of  it,  in  the  person  of  a  beloved,  beautifu 
intellectually  promising,  and  only  son.     William  Henry  had  n 
yet  quite  completed  his  third  year,  «nd  yet  such  had  been  t' 
impression  created  by  his  manly  precocity,  his  decision  of  jcl 
racter,  perpetual  liveliness  of  temper  tfnd  manners,  and  sweet  a 
classic  lineaments,  and  attachable  traits,  that  he  appeared  to  h 
lived  a  long  time.    The. word  time  is,  indeed,  a  relative  term, 
ever  means  much  or  little,  as  much  or  little  has  been  enjoye< 
sufiered.     Our  enjoyment  of  him,  and  communion  with  him, 
intimate.    From  the  earliest  day  of  his  existence,  his  intelli ^ 
and  quick  expressive  eye  was  remarkable,  and  all  his  waking  I 
were  full. of  pleasing  innocent  action  and  affectionate  appreci} 

We  took  him  to  the  city  of  New  York  during  the  win^ 
1894-425,  where  he  made  many  friends  and   had  man; 
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laiX'ers.     He  was  always  remembered  by  the  youthful  name  of 
Willy  and  Penaci^  or  the  bird — a  term  that  was  playfidly  bestowed 
by  the-'Chippewas  while  he  was  still  in  his  cradle.     He  was,  in- 
deed, a  bird  in  our  circle,  for  the  agility  of  his  motions,  the  liveli- 
ness of  his  Yoice,  and  the  diamond  sparkle  of  his  full  hazle  eyej(, 
reminded  one  of  nothing  so  much.     Thp  month  of  .March  was  ihore 
than  usuaUy  changeable  in  its  temperature,  with  disagreeable  rains 
and  much  humidity,  which  nearly  carried  away  the  heavy  amount 
of  snow  on  the  ground.     A  gold  and  croup  rapidly  developed 
themselves,  and  no  efforts  of  skill  or  kindness  had  power  to  sgrrest 
its  fatal  progress.     He  sank  under  it  about  eleven  9'clock  at  oight. 
Saph  was  the  rapidity  of  this  fatal  disease,  that  his  silver  pl^ful 
voice  fttill  seemed  to  ring  through  the  house  when  he  lay  a  placid 
corpse.    Several  poetic  tributes  to  his  memory  were  made,  but 
none  more  touching  than  some  lines  from  his  own  mother,  which 

are  fit  lo  be  preserved  as  a  specimen  of  native  composition.* 

* 

♦  Who  was  it  nestled  on  my  breast, 
And  on  my  cheek  sweet  kisses  prest, 
And  in  whose, smile  I  felt  so  blest? 

Sweet  Willy. 

Who  hail'd  my  form  as  home  I  stept, 
And  in  my  arms  so  eager  leapt. 
And  to  my  boson^  joyous  crept? 

My  Willy. 

Who  was  it  wiped  my  tearful  eye, 
And  kiss'd  away  the  coming  sigh, 
And  smiling,  bid  me  say,  "  good  boy?" 

Sweet  Willy. 

Who  was  it,  looked  divinely  fair. 
Whilst  lisping  sweet  the  evening  pray'r. 
Guileless  and  free  from  earthly  <!are  ? 

My  Willy. 

Where  ie  that  voice  attuned  to  love, 
That  bid-me  say  **  my  darling  dove  ?*' 
But^  oh  I  that  soul  has  flown  above,  . 

Sweet  Willy. 

Whither  has  fled  the  rose's  hue  ? 
The  lily's  whiteness  blending  grew 
Upon  thy  cheek — so  fair  to  view. 

My  WiUy. 


i 
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Vlth,  This  being  St.  Patrick's  day,  we  dined  with  oar  excellent, 
warm-he^rtecl,  and  truly  sympathizing  friend,  Mr.  Johnston,  in  a 
private  way.  He  is  the  soul  of  hospitality,  honor,  friendship,  and 
love,  and  no  one  can  be  in  his  company  an  hour  without  loving 
and  admiring  a  man  who  gave  up  everything  at  home  to  raise  up 
a  family  of  most  interesting  children  in  the  heart  of  the  AmeriMOi 
wilderness.  No  man^s  motives  have  been  more  mistaken,  no  one 
has  been  mpre  wronged,  in  public  and  private,  by  opposing  traden 
and  misjudging  governments,  than  he,  and  no  one  I  have  evdr 
known  has  a  more  forgiving  and  truly  gentle  and  high-minded 
spirit. 

28th.  I  began  housekeeping,  first  on  my  return  from  the  vimt  to 
New  York,  in  the.  spring  of  1825,  in  the  so-called  Allen  Hons^ 
on  the  eminence  west  of  the  fort,  having  purchased  my  furniture 
at  Bufialo,  and  made  it  a  pretty  and  attractive  residence^  Btat 
after  the  death  of  my  son,  the  place  became  insupportable  from 
the  vivid  associations  which  it  presented  with  the  scenes  of  his 
daily  amusements. 

Oft  have  I  gaz'd  with  rapt  delight, 
Upon  those  eyes  that  sparkled  bright, 
Emitting  beams  of  joy  and  light  I 

Sweet  WiUy, 

Oft  have  I  kiss'd  that  forehead  high, 
Like  polished  marble  to  the  eye,' 
And  blessing,  breathed  an  anzions  sigh,  - 

For  Willy. 


My  son  t  thy  coral  lips  are  pal< 
Can  I  believe  the  heai^-sick  tale, 
That  I  thy  loss  must  ever  wail  ? 

My  Willy. 

The  clouds  in  darkness  seemed  to  low'r, 
The  storm  has  past  with  awful  pow'r. 
And  nipt  my  tender,  beauteous  flow'r  I 

Sweet  Willy. 

But  soon  my  spirit  will  be  free. 
And  I  my  lovely  son  shall  see, 
For  God,  I  know  did  this  decree ! 

My  Willy. 
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I  determined  this  day  to  close  the  houfte^  and,  leaving  the  fiir- 
luture  standing,  we  took  refuge  at  Mr.  Johnston's.     Idolatzy  such 
^  ours  for  a  chUd,  was  fit  to  be  rebuked,  .and  the  severity  of  the 
blow  led  me  to  take  a  retrospect  of  life,  sach  as  it  is  too  common 
to  defer,  but,  doubtless,  wise  to  entertain.     Why  Providence 
shoold  have  a  controversy  with  us  for  placing  our  affectioiis  too 
deeply  on  a  sublunary  object,  is  less  easy  at  all  times  to  reconcile 
to  our  limited  perceptions  than  it  is  to  recognize  in  holy  writ  the 
existence  of  the  great  moral  fact.  '  ^^  I  will  be  honored^"  says 
Jehovah,  ^^  and  my  glory  will  I  not  give  to  another.''    It  is  clear 
Atkt  there  is  a  mental  assent  in  our  attachments,  in  which  the 
very  principle  of  idolatry  is  involved.     If  so,  why  not  give  up  the 
point,  and  submit  to  the  dispensations  of  an  inevitable  and  {ar- 
seeing  moral  government,  of  affairs  of  every  sort,  wijiih  entire 
resignation  and  oneness  of  purpose  ?     How  often  has  death  drawn 
bis  dart  fatally  since  Adam  fell  before  it,  and  how  few  of  the 
xnillions  on  millions  that  have  followed  him  have  precisely  known 
why^  Qit  been  entirely  prepared  for  the  blow  f    To  me  it  seems  that 
it   has  been  the  temper  of  my  mind  to  fasten  itself  too  Btrongly 
on  life  and  all  its  objects  ;  to  hope  too  deeply  and  fully  under  all 
circimistances ;  to  grapple,  as  it  were,  in  its  issues  with  as  ^f  hooks 
of  steel,"  and  never  to  give  up,  never  to  despair;  and  thia  blow, 
this  bereavement,  appears  to  me  the  first  link  that  is  boken  to 
loosen  my  hold  on  this  sublunary  trust.    My  thoughts,  three  years 
argo,  were  turned  strongly,  and  with  a  mysterious  power,  to  this 
point,  namely,  my  excessive  ardor  of  earthly  pursuits,  of  men's 
approbation.     Here,  then,  if  these  reflections  be  rightly  taken,  is 
^he  secand  admonition.     Such,  at  least,  has  been  the  current  of 
zny  thoughts  since  the  13th  of  the  present  month,  and  they  were 
deeply  felt  when  I  took  my  Bible,  the  first  I  ever  owned  or  had 
l>oiight  with  my  own  money,  and  requested  that  it  might  be  placed 
the  basis  of  the  little  pillow  that  supported  the  head  of  the  life- 
child  in  his  coffin.  ' 
JLpril  SOtJu  A  progress  in  territorial  affairs,  in  the  upper  lakes, 
seems  to  have  commenced ;  but  it  is  slow.     Emigrants  are  carried 
£ujrther  south  and  west.     Slow  as  it  is,  however,  we  flatter  ourselves 
it  is  of  a  good  and  healthy  character.    The  lower  peninsula  is  filling 
^ip.    My  letters,  during  this  spring,  denote  this.     Our  county  or- 
ganization is  complete.     Colonel  McKenney,  on  the  lOth,  apprises 
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me  that  he  is  coming  north,  to  complete  the  settlement  of  the  Indian 
boundary,  began  in  1825,  at.Prairic  du  Chien,  and  that  his  sketches 
of  his  tour  of  last  year  is  just  issued  from  the  press.  He  adds, 
''It  is  rather  a  ladies'  book.  I  prefer  the  sex  and  their  opinions. 
They  are  worth  ten  times  as  much  as  we,  in  all  that  is  enlightened, 
and, amiable,  and  blissful.*'  Undoubtedly  so !  This  is  gallant.  I 
conclude  it  is  a  gossiping  tour ;  and,  if  so,  it  will  please  the  sex 
for  whom  it  is  mainly  intended.  But  will  not  the  graver  male  sex 
look  for  more  ?  Ought  not  an  author  to  put  himself  oat  a  little  to 
make  his  work  as  high,  in  all  departments,  as  he  can? 

Governor  C.  informs  me  (April  10th)  that  he  will  proceed  to 
Green  Bay,  to  attend. the  contemplated  treaty  on  the  Fox  River, 
and  that  I  am  expected  to  be  there  with  a  delegation  of  the  Chip- 
pewas  from  the  midlands,  on  the  sources  of  the  Ontonagon,  Wis- 
consin, Chippewa,  and  Menominie  rivers. 

Business  and  science,  politics  and  literature,  curiously  mingle, 
as  usual,  in  my  correspondence.  Mr.  M.  Dousman  (April  10) 
writes  that  a  knave  has  worried  him,  dogged  his  heels  away  from 
homo,  and  sued  him,  at  unawares.  Mr.  Stuart  (April  15)  writes 
about  the  election  of  members  of  counciL  Dr.  Paine,  of  Kew  York, 
writes  respecting  minerals. 

May  lOth.  An  eminent  citizen  of  Detroit  thus  alludes  to  my 
recent  bereavement : , "  We  sympathize  with  you  most  sincerely,  in 
the  loss  jou  have  sustained.  We  can  do  it  with  the  deeper  interest, 
for  we  have  preceded  you  in  this  heaviest  of  all  calamities.  Time 
will  soothe  you  something,  but  the  solace  of  even  time  will  yet 
leave  too  much  for  the  memory  and  affections  to  brood  over.'* 

Another  correspondent,  in  expressing  his  sympathies  on  the  occ»- 
sion^  says :  '^  The  lines  composed  by  Mrs.  Schoolcraft  struck  me 
with  such  peculiar  force,  as  well  in  regard  to  the  pathos  of  style, 
as  the  singular  felicity  of  expression,  that  I  have  taken  the  'liberty 
to  submit  them  for  perusal  to  one  or  two  mutual  friends.  The 
G has  advised  me  to  publish  them." 

l^tli.  National  boundary,  as  established  by  the  treaty  of" 
Ghent.  Major  Delafield,  the  agent,  writes;  "Our  contemplated  , 
expedition,  however,  is  relinquished,  by  reason  of  instructions  from  -i 
the  British  government  to  their  commissioners.  It  had  been  agreed  J 
to  determine  the  par.  of  lat.  N.  49^,  where  it  intersects  the  Lake^ 
of  the  Woods  and  the  Red  Kiver.    But  the  British  government,  foi!:3 
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reasons  unknown  to  us^  now  decline  anj  further  boundary  opera- 
tions than  those  provided  for  under  the  Ghent  treaty. 

"  We  have  been  prevented  closing  the  7th  article  of  that  treaty, 

on  account  of  some  extraordinary  claims  of  the  British  party. 

They  claim  Sugar,  or  St.  George's  Island,  and  inland,  by  the  St. 

Louis,'  or  Fond  du  Lac.     Both  claims  are  unsupported  by  either 

reason,  evidence,  or  anything  but  their  desire  to  gain  something. 

We,  of  course,  claim  Sugar  Island,  and  will  not  relinquish  it  under 

any  circumstances.     We  also  claim  inland  by  the  Kamanistiquia, 

and  haye  sustained  this  claim  by  much  evidence.   The  Pigeon  River 

by  the  Grand  Portage  will  be  the  boundary,  if  our  commissioners 

can  come  to  any  reasonable  decision.    If  not,  I  have  no  doubt,  upon 

a>eferen(^e,  we  shall  gain  the  Kamanistiquia,  if  properly  managed ; 

the  whole  of  the  evidence  being  in  favor  of  it." 

Obxitholo<5y. — An  Indian  boy  brought  mc  lately^  the  stuffed  skin 
of  a  new  species  of  bird,  which  appeared  early  in  the  spring  at  one 
of  the  sugar  camps  near  St.  Mary's.  "We  are  desirous,"  he  adds, 
"to  see  the  Fringilla,  about  which  you  wrote  me  some  time  ago." 

Native  Copper. — "  The  copper  mass  is  safe,  and  the  object  of 
admiration  in  my  collection.  Baron  Ledcrer  is  shortly  expected 
from  Austria,  when  he  will,  no  doubt,  make  some  proposition  con- 
cerning it,  which  I  will  communicate." 

'^M,  Many  letters  have  been  received  since  the  13th  of  March, 
offering  condolence  in  our  bitter  loss ;  but  none  of  them,  from  a 
n^ore  sincere,  or  more  welcome  source,  than  one  of  this  date  from 
*le  Conants,  of  New  York. 

June  3d.  Mr.  Carter  (N.  II.)  observes,  in  a  letter  of  this  date : 
"If  there  be  any  real  pleasure  arising  from  the  acquisition  of  repu- 
^«tion,  it  consists  chiefly  in  the  satisfaction  of  proving  ourselves 
Worthy  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  our  talents  and  characters,  and . 
in  the  strengthening  of  those  ties  of  friendship  which  we  are  anxious 
to  preserve." 

8tA.  Mr.  Robert  Stuart  says,  in  relation  to  our  recent  afflic- 
tion: "Once  parents,  we  must  make  up  our  minds  to  submit 
to  such  grievous  dispensations,  for,  although  hard,  it  may  be  for 
the  best.'* 

J  embarked  for  Green  Bay,  to  attend  the  treaty  of  Butte  d69 
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MorU  early  in  June,  taking  Mrs.  S.  on  a  visit  to  Green  Bay,  as  a 
means  of  diverting  her  mind  from  the  scene  of  our  recent  calamity. 
At  Mackinac,  y^e  met  the  steamboat  Henry  Clay,  chartered  to  take 
the  commissioners  to  the  bay,  with  Governor  Cass,  Colonel  Mo- 
£enney,  and  General  Scott  on  board,  with  a  large  company  of 
visitors,  travelers  and  strangers,  among  them,  many  ladies.  We 
joined  the  group,  and  had  a  pleasant  passage  till  getting  into  the 
bay,  where  an  obstinate  head  wind  tossed  us  up  and  down  like  a  cork 
on  the  sea.  Sea-sickness,  in  a  crowded  boat,  and  the  retching  of 
the  waves,  soon  turned  everything  and  every  one  topsy-turvy; 
every  being,  in  fine,  bearing  a  stomach  which  had  not  been 
seasoned  to  such  tossings  among  anchors  and  halyards,  was  pros- 
trate. At  last  the  steamer  itself,  as  we  came  nearer  the  head 
of  the  bay,  was  pitched  out  of  the  right  channel  and  driven  a-mack» 
She  stuck  fast  on  the  mud,  and  wo  were  all  glad  to  escape  and  go 
up  to  the  town  of  Navarino  in  boats.  After  spending  some  days 
here  in  an  agreeable  manner,  most  of  the  party,  indeed  nearly  all 
who  were  not  connected  with  the  commission,  returned  in  the  boat^ 
Mrs.  S.  in  the  number,  and  the  commissioners  soon  proceeded  up 
the  Fox  llivcr  to  BiUte  des  Mort^,  Here  temporary  buildings  of 
logs,  a  mess  house,  &c.,  were  constructed,  and  a  very  large  number 
of  Indians  were  collected.  We  found  the  Menomonies  assembled 
in  mass,  with  full  delegations  of  the  midland  Chippewas,  and  the 
removed  bands  of  Iroquois  and  Stockbridges,  some  Pottowattomies 
from  the  west  shores  of  Lake  Michigan,  and  one  band  of  the  Win- 
nebagocs.  Circumstances  had  prepared  this  latter  tribe  for  hosti- 
lities Against  the  United  States.  The  replies  of  the  leading  chief, 
Four-Legs,  were  evasive  and  contradictory ;  in  the  meantime,  re- 
ports from  the  Wisconsin  and  the  Mississippi  rivers  denoted  this 
tribe  ripe  for  a  blow.  They  had  fired  into  a  boat  descending  the 
Mississippi,  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  committed  other  outrages. 
General  Cass  was  not  slow  to  perceive  or  provide  the  only  remedy 
for  this  state  of  things,  and,  leaving  the  camp  under  the  charge  of 
Colonel  McKenney  and  the  agents,  he  took  a  strongly  manned 
light  canoe,  and  passed  over  to  the  Mississippi,  and,  pushing  night 
and  day,  reached  St.  Louis,  and  ordered  up  troops  from  Jcfierson 
Barracks,  for  the  protection  of  the  settlement.  In  this  trip,  he 
passed  through  the  centre  of  the  tribe,  and  incurred  some  extraor- 
dinary risks.     He  then  returned  up  the  Illinois,  and  through  Lake 
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jjichigan,  and  reached  the  Butte  des  Mort»  in  an  incredibly  short 
space  of  time.  Within  a  few  days,  the  Mississippi  settlements  were 
covered;  the  Winnebagoes  were  overawed,  and  the  business  of 
the  treaty  was  resumed,  and  successfully  concluded  on  the  11th  of 
August. 

Poring  the  long  assemblage  of  the  Indians  on  these  grounds,  I 
^as  sitting  one  afternoon^  in  the  Governor's  log  shanty,  with  the 
doors  open,  when  a  sharp  cry  of  murder  suddenly  fell  on  our  ears. 
I  sprang  impulsively  to  the  spot,  with  Major  Forsyth,  who  was  pre- 
sent. Within  fifty  ydrds,  directly  in  front  of  the  house,  stood  two 
Indians,  who  were,  apparently^  the  murderers,  and  a  middle  aged 
female,  near  them,  bleeding  profusely.  I  seized  one  of  them  by 
his  long  black  hair,  and,  giving  him  a  sudden  wrench,  ]brought  him 
to  his  back  in  an  instant,  and,  placing  my  knees  firmly  on  his  breast, 
held  him  there,  my  hand  clenched  in  his  hair.  The  Major  had  done 
something  similar  with  the  other  fellow.  Inquiry  proved  one  of 
these  jnien  to  be  the  perpetrator  of  the  deed.  He  had  drawn  his 
knife  to  stab  his  mother-in-law,  she  quickly  placed  her  arms  over 
her  breast  and  chest  and  received  the  ^(Ptnds^  two  strokes,  in  them, 
and  thus  saved  her  life.  It  was  determined,  as  her  life  was  saved, 
though  the  wounds  were  ghastly,  to  degrade  the  man  in  a  public 
assemblage  of  all  the  Indians,  the  ne^t  day,  by  investing  him  with 
a  pettidoatj  for  so  unmanly  an  act.  The  thing  was,,  accordingly, 
done  with  great  ceremony.  The  man  then  sneaked  away  in  this 
imposed  matchcota^  in  a  stolid  manner,  slowly,  all  the  Indians  look« 
ing  stedfastly,  but  uttering  no  sound  approvingly  or  disapprovingly. 

I  embraced  the  opportunity  of  the  delay  created  by  the  Winne- 
bago outbreak,  and  the  presence  of  the  Stockbridges  on  the  treaty 
gronnd,  to  obtain  from  them  some  outlines  of  their  history  and  lan- 
guage. Every  day,  the  chiefs  and  old  men  came  to  my  quarters, 
and  spent  some  time  with  me.  Motoxon  gave  me  the  words  for  a 
vocabulary  of  the  language,  and,  together  with  Quinney,  entered  so 
far  into  its  principles,  and  furnished  such  examples,  as  led  me,  at 
once,  to  perceive  that  it  was  of  the  Algonquin  type,  near  ^kin,  in- 
deed, to  the  Chippewa,  and  the  conclusion  followed,  that  all  the 
Kew  England  dialects,  which  were  cognate  with  this,  were  of  the 
same  type.  The  history  of  this  people  clears  up,  with  such  disclo- 
snres,  and  the  fact  shows  us  how  little  we  can  know  of  their  his- 
tory without  the  languages. 
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CHAPTER   XXIX. 

Treaty  of  Butte  dea  Morts — Rencontre  of  an  Indian  with  grizzly  bears- 
Agency  site  -at  Elmwood — Ita  picturesque  and  sylvan  character — Legis- 
lative council  of  the  Territory — Char&cter  of  its  parties,  ios  hang-bnek 
and  toe-the-marks — Critical  RovieWs-^Christmas. 

'  ■  ; 

1827.  Augu^  11th — The  treaty  6f  Butte  des  Morts  iria 
signed  this  day.  It  completes  the  system  of  Indian  boundaries^ 
which  was  commenced  by  the  treaty  of  Prairie  du  Ghien,  on  the 
19th  of  August,  1825,  and  continued  by  the  treaty  df  Fond  dn 
Lao  of  the  5th  of  August,  1826.  These  three  conferences,  whick 
may;  from  their  haviug  bellL  concluded  in  the  month  of  August  of 
the  respective  years,  be  called  the  Augvstic  treaties,  embody « 
new  course  and  policy  for  keeping  the  tribes  in  peace,  and  are 
founded  on  the  mo6t  enlarged  consideration  of  the  aboriginal  right 
of  fee  simple  to  the  soil.  They  have  been  held  exclusively  at  the 
charges  and  expenses  of  the  United  States,  and  contain  no  cee- 
sibn  of  territory. 

As  soon  as  it  was  signed  I  embarked  for  Green  Bay;  on  a 
gloomy,  drizzling  day,  and  pursued  my  way  to  Michilimackinac 
and  the  Sault,  without  a^  moment's  loss  of  time.  I  found  the 
place  still  active,,  and  filled  with  the  summer  visiting  parties  of 
Indians  from  the  Lake  Superior,  the  Upper  Mississippi',  and  e¥en 
from  Pembina  and  the  plains  of  Bed  River  of  the  Korth. 

Among  the  latter  I  observed  a  small  and  lithe  Indian  called 
Annamikens,  or  Little  Thunder,  also  called  Joseph,  whose  face  had 
been  terribly  lacerated  in  a  coi^test  on  the  plains  w^st  of  Pem- 
bina, with  grizzly  bears.  The  wounds  were  now  closed,  but  the 
disfiguration  was  permanent.  He  told  me  the  following  story  of 
the  affair  :•— 

The  Sioux,  Chippewas,  Assinaboines,  Qrees^  and  Mimdans, 
called  by  him  in  general  Miggaudiwag,  which  means  fightets, 
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irere  at  variance.     About  400  half-breeds  and  100  Ghippewas 
i^ent  ont  from  Pembina  to  make  peace,  and  hunt  the  buffalo. 

On  the  fourth  day's  march  they  reached  the  open  plains,  and 
met  a  large  body  of  Assinaboines  and  Grees  encamped.  Their 
camp  was  fixed  on  eligible  ground,  and  the  lodges  extended  across 
the  plain.  Annamikens  and  his  followers  encamped  with  them. 
After  they  had  encamped,  they  observed  every  hour  during  the 
night  that  fresh  arrivals  of  Assinaboines  and  Grees  took  place. 
On  the  third  day  of  their  encampment  he  was  sent  for  to  Guthbert 
Gmt*8  tent,  where  he  found  a  large  circle  of  Indians  formed,  and 
all  things  in  readiness  for  a  council  of  the  three  nations,  Assina- 
boines, Chippewas,  and  Grees.  Gbrant  was  the  trader  of  the  Pem- 
bina metifs,  and  had  followed  them  out.  In  the  centre  of  the 
ring,  buffalo  robes  were  spread,  and  he  with  others  was  given  a 
Beat  there.  The  object  of  this  council  was  to  decide  upon  a  plan 
to  attack  a  body  of  .200  Sioux  lodges,  which  had  been  discovered 
at  half  a  day's  ride  on  horseback  distant.  The  principal  chiefs, 
&c^  were  agreed  as  to  the  propriety  of  an  attack.  He  was  asked 
to  unite  with  them.  He  said  he  felt  not  only  for  the  chiefs  and 
yoong  men,  but  also  for  the  won^en  and  children,  hereby  express- 
ing his  dissent.  Two  of  the  principal  chiefs  stood  *  up,  each  hold- 
ing a  pipe.  He  was  then  asked  to  take  one  of  the  pipes  and 
hand  it  to  the  bravest  man,  giving  him  the  power  to  elect  the  war 
chief.    He  gave  it  to  one  he  knew  to  be  brave. 

This  chief  had  no  sooner  received  it  than  he  presented  it  to 
Fnncis,  his  brother,  to  hand  it  round,  thereby  hoping  that  he 
vonld  not  refuse  to  smoke  the  war-pipe  when  handed  by  his  bro- 
ther. He  took  the  pipe  in  both  hands  and  smoked,  then  handed 
it  to  his  brother,  who  also  smoked  it,  and  handed  it  to  a  chief  who 
stood  next  to  him,  and  it  went  round.  He  said,  however,  after 
SDnoking,  ^^  I  do  not  consent  to  go  to  war,  I  am  against  it."  After 
some  talk  the  council  broke  up,  it  beginning  to  be  late.  At  night 
he  heard  that  some  movement  was  on  foot.  He  went  to  the 
quarter  of  the  camp  indicated,  and  used  his  influence  against  the 
pl&n.  He  had  scarcely  reached  his  tent  when  other  reports  of  a 
She  nature  were  brought  from  various  parts  of  the  camp,  and  he 
^M  mopt  of  the  night  busied  in  controverting  the  war  spirit. 

In  the  morning  he  made  a  descent  through  the  camp,,  speaking 
^f^J  against  the  meditated  attack  on  the   Sioux,  and  con- 
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dnded  by  Baying  that  for  himself  and  the.  metifs,  he  had  one  thing 
to  say,  that  they  wished  to  preserve  peace  With  all,  and  they  should 
join  and  fight  for  the  nation  first  attacked,  and  against  whoever 
might  raise  a'war-olab.  About  100  Orees,  however,  were  deteT>- 
mined  to  go,  and  in  about  four  hours  the  whole  camp  was  brakeii 
up  and  dispersed.  He  broke  upliis  camp  rather  in  anger,  moonted 
his  horse,  put  his  family  in  the  cart,  and  set  out  for  home.  Many 
followed  him.  Francis,  not  seeing  his  brother  go,  also  set  pot, 
and  many  followed  him,  a  greater  number  in  fact  than  had  fol* 
lowed  Joseph.  At  night  the  hunters  from  each  party  met,  and 
they  found  the  two  parties  had  traveled  the  same  distance.  Oni 
hearing  this  Francis  sent  a  despatch  in  the  morning  to  his  brother, 
but  they  found  he  had  departed,  and,  the  country  being  a  grasfiy 
plain,  they  could  not  exactly  tell  their  course. 

Meantime  Joseph  and  his  party  had  reached  a  point  of  woo^b, 
being  the  ^rst  woods  seen  since  leaving  Pembina,  at  about  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  Here  they  encamped  at  this  early  hour. 
He  caught  two  wild  geese,  and  told  his  wife  to  cook  them,  ffis 
followers  all  dispersed  to  hunt  buffalo,  as  they  were  plenty  about. 
He  then  put  a  new  flint  in  his  gun,  and  stripped  himself  all  but 
his  breechcloth,  and  went  out  to  explore  the  route  he  should  pass 
on  the  next  day. 

He  came  into  a  ravine,  and  discovered  three  white  bears'  lain 
fresh,  saw  several  carcasses  of  buffaloes  lying  round,  more  or  lets 
eaten  and  decayed,  and  smelt  quite  a  stench  from  them.  One 
particularly  w;as  fresh  killed,  and  partly  eaten  by  the  bears.  He 
passed  on  across  a  brook,  and  after  looking  farther  returned  to 
the  lairs.  On  returning  to  the  brook  he  found  several  sticks  in 
the  way  of  his  passage  for  the  carts  on  the  following  day,  which 
he  commenced  removing,  having  set  his  gun  against  a  tree.  One 
stick  being  larger  than  the  rest,  some  exertion  was  necessary  to 
displace  it,  and  while  in  the  act  of  doing  this  he  heard  a  noise  of 
some  animal,  and  saw  at  a  distance  what  he  took  to  be  a  boflalo, 
as  these  animals  were  plenty,  and  running  in  all  directions.  He 
then  took  up  his  gun  and  went  on,  when  the  sounds  were  repeated 
close  behind  him,  and  looking  over  his  shoulder  he  saw  three  white 
bears  in  full  pursuit  of  him. 

He  turned,  cocked  his  gun,  and  took  deliberate  aim  at  the  head 
of  the  foremost,  which  proved  to  be  the  dam,  and  his  gun  misaed 
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fire.    He  r»HM)cked  his  piece  and  again  snapped.    At  this  moment 

ibe  bear  irfts  so  near  that  the  mozde  nearly  tonched  it.    He 

faiowB  not  exactly,  how  the  bear  stmok  him^  bat  at  the  next  mo- 

nijQit  his  gon  flew  in  one  .direction  and  he  Was  east  about  ten 

ftet  m  anotheir.    He  lit  on  his  feet.     The  bear  then  riiised  on  her 

paws  and  took  his  head  in  her  monthy  closing  her  jaws,  not  with 

ferbe,bat  jnst  soQcient  to  make  the  tusks  enter  the  top  of  his 

dioalders.    He  at  this-  moment,  with  the  impulse  of  fear,  put  up 

his  hands  and  seised  the  bear'  by  her  head,  and,  piaking  a  violent 

exertion,  threw  her  from  her  balance  to  one  side ;  in  the  a^  of 

Ufing  she  let  go  his  head. 

At  this  time  one  of  the  cubb  struck  his  right  leg,  being  coyered 
iDtk  mM$$$i  of  their  leather,  and  drew  him  down  upon  tiio 
grMnd,  and  he  fell  upon  his  right  side,  partly  on  his  right  arm^ 
The  right  arm,  which  was  extended  in  falling,  was  now  drawn 
vnder  his  body  by  another  bldw  fr(Mn  one  of  the  cubs,  and  hin 
hind  WIS  by  this  motion  brought  into  contact  with  the  handle  of 
hSs  kmfe  (a  large  ^eouteau  used  for  cutting  up  buffalo-meat),,  and 
flsi  hrispng  the  knife  to  his  recollection,  he  drew  it,  and  struck 
ahat^-handedblowinto  the  right  side  of  the  dam,  whom  he  sti^ 
hdd  by  the  hair  with  his  left.  The  knife  went  in  to  the  hilt.  On 
withdrawing  it,  one  of  the  cubs  struck  his  right  hand,  her  nails 
piercing  right  through  it  in  several  places.  He  then  let  go  of  the 
dam  and  took  the  knife  in  his  left  hand,  and  made  a  pass  at  the 
cub,  and  struck  rt  about  half  its  length,  the  knife  going  into  it,  it 
being  very  bloody.  The  stroke  was  impeded,  and  the  knife  partly 
slipped.  The  left  arm  was  then  struck  by  one  of  the  cubs,  and 
the  knife  dropped  from  his  grasp.  He  was  now  left  with  his  naked 
htnd  to  make  such  resistance  as  he  could.  The  dam  now  struck 
him  upon  the  abdomen  with  a  force  that  deprived  him  for  awhile 

C breath,  and  tore  it  open,  so  that  when  he  rose  his  bowels  feU 
m  his  knees.  He  at  first  supposed  that  it  was  his  powder-horn 
tUt  had  fallen  upon  his  knees,  but  looking  down,  saw  his  entrails. 
Th  dam  then  repeated  her  blow,  striking  him  upon  the  left  cheek, 
the  forenail  entering  just  below  the  left  eye,  and  tore  out  the 
dieek-bone,  a  part  of  the  jaw,  including  three  teeth,  maimed  his 
toiigue,  and  tore  down  the  flesh  so  that  it  hung  upon  his  left 
slnmlder. 
He  now  fell  back  exhausted  with  the  loss  of  blood,  and  being 
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conquered,  the  bears  ceased  to  molest  him.  But  consciousaeBfl 
was  not  gone  ;  he  heard  them  walk  olT.  He  ky  some  time.  '  He 
opqned  and  shut  his  hand3,  and  found  he  had  not  lost  the  use  of 
them.  He  moved  his  neck,  and  found  it  had  its  natural  motion. 
He  then  raised  himself  up  into  a  sitting  posture,  and  gathering  up 
some  grass,  put  it  first  to  his  left  eye  and  cheek  to  wipe,  off  the 
blood,  but  found  that  it  struck  the  bone.  He  then  passed  it  to  his 
right  cheek,  wiped^  down  the  blood,  and  opening  his  eye,  found,  he 
could  see  clearly.  He  saw  his  gun,  powder-horn,  and  knife  scattered 
about.     He  then  got  up,  having  bound  his  wounds. 

He  had  at  this  time  no  clothing  upon  his  body  but  the  moccasin 
upon  his  left  foot.  He  took  his  gun,  re-primed  it,  and  while  in 
the  act  of  priming,  heard  the  peculiar  noise  this  animal  utters,  and 
turning,  saw  the  old  bear  close  upon  him.  He  put  the  mmde 
into  her  mouth,  and  again  missed  fire.  All  hope  now  was  lost, 
and  all  idea  of  resistance.  They  pawed  and  tore  him  at  will,  he 
knows  not  how  long.  At  one  time  they  seized  him  by  the  neek 
and  dragged  him  some  distance.     They  then  once  more  left  him. 

After  they  left  him,  he  lay  some  time.  He  then  bethought 
himself  that  possibly  he  might  still  be  able  to  rise  and  return  to 
his  camp,  which  was  not  distant.  After  some  exertion,  and  p^ 
paration,  he  got  up,  and  again  took  his  gun  and  powder-horn  and 
knife.  He  picked  the  flint,  addressing  his  gun,  saying,  "that  the 
bears  could  not  kill  it,  and  that  he  hoped  the  gun  would  have  more 
courage,"  &c.,  and  putting  it  on  his  shoulder,  commenced  his  way 
to  his  camp. 

He  had  not  proceeded  far  when  the  snorting  df  the  old  dam 
before  him  reminded  him  of  his  danger.  He  found  his  limbs  stiff 
and  swollen,  and  that  he  could  not  bring  up  the  gun  to  his  shoul- 
der to  take  aim.  He  held  it  before  him,  and  when  the  dam,  still 
in  front,  advanced  near  him,  fired  at  her  head,  and  the  ball  entered 
just  behind  the  shoulder.  She  fell  dead.  He  saw  the  smoV 
issue  from  the  wound. 

One  of  the  yearlings  now  rose  on  his  hind  paws  and  growled. 
He  raised  his  knife  (which  was  in  his  left  hand,  upon  which  the 
gun  rested  on  firing),  and  made  a  pass  at  the  bear,  which  the  latter 
avoided  by  throwing  himself  to  one  side.  The  third  bear  now 
rose  up  before  him,  but  at  a  greater  distance  than  the  second,  and 
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he  made  a  pass  at  him,  but  found  him  out  of  reach.     Tet  the  bear 
^rew  himself  to  one  side,  as  the  former  had  done. 

Having  them  now  on  the  run,  he  followed  a  short  t^istance,  but 
goon  felt  very  faint.  A  darkness  seemed. beforp  his  eyes,  and 
Ib  aaxik  down.  In  this  act  the  blood  gushed  from  his  body. 
Diifi  ^)peaTed  to  relieve  him.  After  sitting  some  time,  he  rose 
and  proceeded  homeward.  He  saw  no  more  of  the  two  year- 
ling bears.  Before .  reaching  the  lodge,  he  was  nfet  by  a  party 
irho  had  been  seeking  him.  As  he  walked  along,  he  felt  some- 
thing striking  the  calf  of  his  right  leg,  and  found  it  to  be  a  piece 
of  flesh  from  his  thigh  behind.  There  were  six  open  holes  in  his 
body  through  which  air  escaped,  one  in  each  side,  one  in  his 
breast,  abdomen,  and  stomach,  besides  the  torn  cheek.  He  found, 
on  reaching  home,  he  could  not  speak,  but,  after  being  bandaged, 
his  utterance  revived.  On  the  next  day  the  physician  from  the 
forb  of  Red  River  arrived  and  attended  him. 

2f)tk  Annamikens  resumed  his  narrative : — 

'*  On  tl^e  iiext  day,  I  have  said,  the  doctor  arrived,  but  not  hav- 
ing medicine  sufficient  to  dress  all  my  wounds,  he  put  what  he  had 
on  the  principal  wounds.  On  the  same  day  my  brother  and  the 
purtj  who  had  separated  on  the  council-ground  also  arrived.  They 
remained  that  and  the  next  day,  and  on  the  thii:d  day  all  moved 
for  Pembina*  To  carry  me  they  constructed  a  litter,  carried  by 
four  persons;  but  I  found  the  motion  too  great  to  endure.  They 
then  formed  a  bier  by  fastening  two  poles  to  a  horse's  sides,  and 
placing  such  fixtures  upon  them,  behind  the  horse,  as  to  permit 
my  being  carried.  I  found  this  motion  easier  to  ^idure.  The 
Cbippewas  accompanied  me,  and  were  resolved,  if  I  died,  to  go 
immediately  to  war  against  the  Sioux.  My  condition  was,  at  this 
moment,  such  that  they  hourly  expected  my  death.  I  was  pre- 
pared for  it,  and  directed  that  I  should  be  buried  at  the  spot 
irhere  I  might  die.  On  the  third  day  we  reached  Pembina* 
For  nine  days  I  resisted  food,  feigning  that  I  could  not  eat, 
(ot  -wishing  to  starve  myself,  as  I  was  so  disfigured  and  in- 
jured that  I  had  no  wish  to  survive,  and  would  have  been 
ashamed  to  show  myself  in  such  a  state.  On  the  ninth  day  my 
hnoger*  was  so  great  that  I  called  for  a  piece  of  fish,  and  swal- 
low^ it ;  in  about  two  hours  after  I  called  for  another  piece  of 
fiah,  and  also  ate  it  Six  days  after  my  arrival,  Mr.  Plavier,  and 
18 
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another  priest  from  Red  River,  arrived^to  baptize  itie.  I  reskted, 
saying  that  if  there  waa  no  hope  of  living  I  would  consent,  bnt  not 
otherwise.  After  fifteen  days,  I  was  so  much  recoyered  that  the 
priest  returned,  as  I  had  every  appearance  of  recovery.  I  wc^uld 
neither  permit  white  nor  Indian  doctors  to  attend  me  after  my  arri^ 
val;  but  had  myself  regularly  washed  in  cold  water,  my  wounds 
kept  clean,  and  the  bandages  properly  attended  to.  In  about  one 
month  from  the  time  I  could  walk ;  but  it  was  two  years  hefort 
the.  wounds  were  closed." 

I  requested  Dr.  Z.  Pitcher,  the  Post  surgepn,  to  examuie 
Annamikens,  with  a  view  to  test  the  narrative,  and  to  determine  <m 
the  capacity  of  the  human  frame  to  survive  such  wonnds.  He 
found  portions  of  the  cheek-bones  gone,  and  cicatrices  of  fearful 
extent  upon  that  and  other  parts  of  the  body,  w^ich  gave  the 
narrative  the  appearance  of  truthfulness. 

I  .        ' 

On  returning  from  Green  Bay,  I  gave  my  attention,  with  re- 
newed interest,  to  the  means  of  expediting  the  completion  of  tbe 
Agency  buildings,  and  occupying  the  lot  and  grounds.  I  have 
alluded  to  the  success  of  my  reference  of  this  subjeot  to  the  Secre* 
tary  of  War,  in  1825.  A  site  was  selected  on  a  handsomely 
elevated,  bank  of  the  river,  covered  with  elms,  about  half  a  mile 
east  of  the  fort,  where  the  foundation  of  a  spacious  building  and 
office  were  laid  in  the  autumn  of  1826,  and  the  frame  raised  as 
early  in  the  ensuing  spring  as  the  snow  left  the  ground^ 

Few  sites  command  a  more  varied  or  magnificient  view.  The 
broad,  and  limpid  St.  Mary,  nearly  a  mile  wide,  runs  in  front  of 
the  grounds.  The  Falls,  whose  murmuring  sound  falls  pleasantly 
on  the  ear,  are  in  plain  view.  The  wide  vista  of  Waters  is  per- 
petually filled  by  canoes  and  boats  passing  across  to  the  opposite 
settlement  on  the  British  shore.  The  picturesque  Indian  costume 
gives  an  oriental  cast  to  the  moving  panorama.  The  azure  motift- 
tains  of  Lake  Superior  rise  in  the  distance.  Sailing  vessels  and 
steamboats  from  Detroit,  Gleaveland,  and  Buffalo,  occasionally 
glide  by,  and  to  this  wide  and  magnificent  view,  as  seen  by 
daylight,  by  sunset,  and  by  moonlight,  the  frequent  displays  of 
aurora  borealis  give  an  attraction  of  no  ordinary  force. 

In  selecting  this  spot,  I  had  left  standing  a  large  part  of  the 
fine  elms,  maples,  mountain  ash,  and  other  native  forest  trees,  and 
the  building  was,  in  fact,  embowered  by  tall  clumps  of  the  richest 
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foliage.  I  indulged  an  6arlj  taste  in  horticulture,  and  planting 
trees  to  add  to  the  natural  attractions  of  the  spot,  which,  from  the 
chief  trees  upon  it,  was  named  *^Elmwood,"  and  every  flowering 
plant  and  fruit  that  would  thrive  in  the  climate,  was  tried.  Part 
of  tl^e  grounds  were  laid  dbwn  in  grass.  Portions  of  them  on 
the  'Water's  edge  that  were  low  and  quaggy,  were  sowed  with  the 
redtop,  which  will  thrive  in  very  moist  soil,  and  gives  it  firmness. 
The  1>ailding^  was  ample,  pontaihing  fifteen  room's,  including  the 
ofice,  and  was  executed,  in  all  respects,  in  the  best  modem  style. 

In  addition  to  these  arrangements  for  insuring  domestic  com- 
f(^  and  official  respect,  my  agency  abroad'  among  the  tribes  was 
D<rf  well  established,  to  the  utmost  sources  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  name  and  power  of  "  Chimoqemon"  (American)  i^mong  the 
northern  -tribes,  was  no  longer  a  term  of  derision,  or  uncertainty^ 
of  character.  The  military  post  established  at  these'  ancient  falls, 
where  the  power  of  France  was  first  revealed  as  early  as  1652 ; 
the  numerous  journeys  I  had  made  into  the  interior,  often  in  com- 
pany with  the  highest  civil  and  military  functionaries;  the  pre- 
sents annually  issued;  the  firm  basis  of  a  commissatiat  for  all 
Tiriting  and  indigent  Indians ;  the  mechanics  employed  for  their 
benefit;  the  control  exercised  over  the  fur  traders,  and  the  gene- 
ral eflects  of  American  opinions  and  manners ;  had  placed  the 
agency  in  the  very  highest  point  of  view.  It  was  a  frontier  agency, 
m  immediate  juxtaposition  with  Canada  and  Hudson's  Bay,  fifteen 
hundred  miles  of  whose  boundary  closed  upon  theili,  separated  only 
by  the  chain  of  lakes  and  rivers.  Questions  of  national  policy 
frequently  came  up,  and  tended  much  to  augment  the  interest, 
which  grew  out  of  the  national  intercourse. 

I  had  now  attained  that  position  of  repose  and  quiet  which 
were  so  congenial  to  my  mind.     The  influence, I  exercised;  the 
respect  I  enjoyed,  both  as  an  officer  and  as  a  scientific  and  literary 
man;  every  circumstance,  in  fact,  that  can  add  to  the  enjoyment 
of  a  man  of  moderate  desires,  seeking  to  run  no  political  race, 
was  calculated  to  insure  my  happiness.     And  I  was  happy.     No 
part  of  my  life  had  so  completely  all  the  elements  of  entire  con- 
ientmenWas  my  residence  at  the  wild  and  picturesque  homestead 
ot  Elmwood.     I  removed  my  family  to  this  spot  in  October,  hav- 
ing now  a  little  daughter  to  enlarge  my  family  cirele,  and  take 
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away,  in  a  mcasurey  the  solitariness  effected  by  the  loss  of  my  son, 
William  Henry. 

I  resumed  my  Indian  researches  with  twofold. interest*  The 
public  duties  of  an  agent  for  Indian  affairs,  if  an  industrious  mani 
leave  him  a  good  deal  of  leisure  on  his  hands,  and,  in  a  position 
so  remote  as  this,  if  a  man  have  no  inclination  for  studies  or 
belles  lettres,  he  must  often  be  puzzled  to  employ  his  leisure.  I 
amused  myself  by  passing  from  one  .literary  study  to  another,  and 
this  is  ever  refreshing  to  the  mind,  which  tires  of  one  thing.  Thus, 
such  amusements  as  the  Appeal  of  Pontiac^  Riw  of  the  Weet,  and 
the  Man  of  Bronze,  found  place  among  graver  matters.  In  this 
manner,  a  man  without  literary  society  may  amuse  and  instruct 
himself. 

Nov.  let,  I  have  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of  the  territory — an  o£Sce  not  solicited,  and  which  is  not 
declined.  Party  spirith  as  not  yet  reached  and  distracted  this 
territory.  So  far  as  I  know,  political  divisions  of  a  general  cha- 
racter, have  not  entered  into  society.  The  chief  magistrate 
is  an  eminently  conservative  man,  and  by  his  moderation  of 
tone  and  suavity  of  manners,  has  been  instrumental  in  jkeep- 
ing  political  society  in  a  state  of  tranquillity.  All  our  parties 
have  been  founded  on  personal  preference.  If  there  has  been 
any  more  general  principles  developed  in  the  legislature,  it  has 
been  a  promptly  debt  paying,  and  a  not  2^romptly  debt  paying 
party — a  non  divorce,  and  a  divorce  party,  I  have  been  ever  of 
the  former  class  of  thinkers ;  and  shall  let  my  votes  tell  for  the 
right  and  good  old  way — i,  e.  pay  your  debts  and  keep  your  wife. 

Dec.  22d.  My  study  of  the  Indian  language  and  history  has 
not  only  enlarged  my  own  sources  of  intellectual  gratification,  but 
it  has,  without  my  seeking  it,  procured  me  a  number  of  highly 
intellectual  philosophic  correspondents,  whose  letters  operate  as 
an  aliment  to  further  exertion.  My  natural  assiduity  is  thus 
continually  stimulated,  and  I  find  myself  begrudging  a  single 
hour,  spent  in  gossiping  hum-drum  society — for  even  here  there  is 
society,  or  an  apology  for  society. 

The  editor  of  the  North  American  Review,  inviting  me  to  write 
for  its  pages,  says  (Sept.  Ist):  "Your  knowledge  and  fflq)erience 
will  enable  you  to  say  much  concerning  the  western  country,  an 
its  aboriginal  inhabitants,  which  will  be  interesting  to  the  commu— 
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mty  of  readers.     Yon  cannot  be  too  full  in  yonr  facts  and  reflec- 
tions on  Indians  and  Indian  character." 

Judge  H.  Gkipman,  of  Detroit,  says  (Oct.  21st):  ^^If  it  were 
JQBt  cause  of  offence,  that  men  should  estimate  differently  the  merits 
of  opposing  candidates,  popular  elections  would  be  the  greatest 
cone  that  could  be  inflicted  upon,  a  people.*' 

Mr.  Everett  (Hon.  E.)  says:  ^^I  beg  leave  to  unite  with  Mr. 
Sparks  in  expressing  the  hope  that  you  will  become  a  contributor 
to  its  pages  {North  American  Review)^  as  often  as  your  leisure^ 
thi  Beasonablenoss  of  topics,  and  the  appearance  of  works  to  be 
Botieed,  may  admit." 

24^  This  day  brought  one  of  Mr.  Johnston's  warm-hearted 
notes,  to  take  a  Christmas  dinner  with  him  to-morrow.  "  I  anti* 
cipste,"  he  says,  ^^  great  pleasure  in  seeing  many  dear  relatives 
tbooi  me,  on  oub  of  the  greatest  festivals  the  wotld  has  ever 
nitnessed." 

It  was  the  last  festival  of  that  kind  he  ever  enjoyed,  though 
Aothing  could  be  further  from .  our  imaginations  then ;  for  before 
its  recurrence  in  1828,  we  were  called  to  follow  his  body  to  the 
gnro. 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 

Betrospect-^United  States  Exploring  Expedition  to  the  Sonth  Sea — Hanunntj 
of  an  Indian — Trip  to  Detroit  from  the  Ic j  Straits — Incidental  action  of  the 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  Uistorical  Societies,  and  of  the  Montreal 
Natural  Uistory '  Society — United  States  Exploring  Expedition — Cliioato- 
logj— liii  ke  vessels  ill  found — Poetic  view  of  the  Indian — United  States 
Exploring  Expedition-^Theory  of  the  interior  world — Natural  History-^ 
United  States  Exploring  Expedition. — ^History  of  early  legislation  in 
Michigan — ^Return  to  St.  Mary's — Death  of  Governor  De  Witt  Clintoii.  , 

1828.  January  l«f. — During  ten  years,  omitting  1823^  I  had 
now  performed,  each  year,  a  journey  or  expedition  of  more  oc  leas 
peril  and  adventure  in  the  great  American  wilderness,  west  oC  the 
Alleghanies.  I  had  now  attained  a  point,  ardently  sough t,  for 
many  years,  where  I  was  likely  to  be  permitted  to  sit  down  quietly 
at  home,  and  leave  traveling  to  others.  I  had,  in  fact,  just  re- 
moved into  a  quiet  home,  a  retired,  convenient,  tasteful,  and  even 
elegant  seat,  which  filled  every  wish  of  retired  intellectual  enjoy- 
ment, where  I  was  encompassed  by  books,  studies,  cabinets,  8&d 
domestic  affections.  At  this  moment,  when  there  appeared  nothing 
in  the  prospect  to  call  me  to  new  fields  of  observation,  I  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  legislative  council,  which  opened  a  civic  and  quite 
different  scene  of  duties.  This  step,  I  found,  pleased  my  friends. 
The  executive  of  the  territory  writes  from  Detroit,  February  22d : 
*''  We  have  understood  that  you  have  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
legislative  council,  and  there  is  a  prevalent  wish  that  this  report 
•may  prove  true.  I  mention  the  subject  npw,  to  inform  you  that 
the  council  will  probably  be  convened  about  the  beginning  of  May, 
in  order  that  you  may  make  the  necessary  preparations  for  visiting 
this  place  at  that  time.'' 

Feb.  5th.  An  exploring  expedition  for  discoveries  in  th^South 
Sea,  has,  for  some  time,  been  under  consideration  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  to  be  organized  in  the  navy,  and  to  go  out  under 
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the  patronage  of  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Soutkard.  Mr.  G.  N.  Rey- 
nolds incites  me  to  take  a  position  in  the  scientific  corps,  to  ac- 
coBipftny  it,  under  an  official  sanction. 

A  friend  from  Washington  writes  me  {Feb.  6th),  on  the  same 
topic : "  Whether  matrimony  has  stripped  you  of  your  erratic  notions- 
lod habits,  ^and  brought  you  within  narrower  limits,'  or  whether  the 
geography  of  the. earth  is  no  longer  of  interest  to -you,  I  cannot,  of 
eoorse,  pretend  to  say*  -But  considering  you,  as  I  do,  a  devotee  to 
science,  I  had  thought  it  possible  that  you  might  feel  a  desire  to 
engiige  in  her  cause  to  the  South,  by  occupying  some  eminent  sta- 
tion in  the  expedition.'*  . 

The  reasons  which  I  have  mentioned,  at  the  opening  of  the  y^ar, 
Uto  inclined  me  to  seek  repose  from  further  travel.  Besides  wjiich, 
mj  position  as  a  married  man,  and  the  peculiar  relations  I  have 
thereby  assumed,  impress  me,  yery  deeply,  with  the  opinion  that 
mj  sphere  of  duty,  whatever  may  be  my  ambition,  lies  nearer  at 
home  than  the  proposed  and  very  attractive  field  of  discovery.  I 
therefore  wrote  declining  the  offer.  * 

April  7th.  A  Domestic  Curtain  Lifted. — My  sister  Helen' 
Margaret  writes,  from  New  York:  "This  afternoon,  as  I  was  sitting 
by  the  fire,  having  become  the  prey  of  ill  health,  a  thought  struck 
nj  mind  to  write  a  few  lines  to  you^  not,  however,  to  give  you 
mnch  news,  but  merely  to  acquaint  yoti  that  we  are  still  in  the  land 
of  the  living,  and  that,  though  our  friends  ate  far  removed,  we  still 
Ere  nmOng  them  in  imagination.  Tes,  dear  brother,  believe  me, 
mj  imagination  has  often  wandered,  and  passed  hours  with  you — 
hmrs,  during  the  silence  of  the  night,  which  should  have  been  sacred 
to  sleep. 

"I  have  been  out  of  health  about  five  weeks;  the  complaint  under, 
which  I  labor  is  chronic  inflammation  of  the  liver,  but  I  have, 
under  the  pain  of  sickness,  forced  my  mind  to  forget  its  troubles. 
Host  of  my  time,  last  winter,  has  been  spent  with  Debby ;  while 
at  home,  my  time  has  been  devoted  to  i:eading,  mapping,  and  the 
study  of  philosophy. 

'^Probably  James  has  acquainted  you  of  the  illness  of  Margaret. 
She  is  now  very  low,  and  is,  to  all  human  appearance,  soon  to  leave 
tUs  woAl  for  a  better,-' where  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling,, 
and  the  weary  are  at  rest.'     Her  sufferings,  are  great;  she  has  not 
been  able  to  aitrap,  more-  than  nine  minutes  at  one  time,  for  two 
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months.     Her  mind  is  calm.     She  is  ready  and  willing  to  leaire 

this  vain  world,  whenever  it  is  the  will  of  God  to  take  her.     .  ^^ 

^^  Mother's  health  is  poor,  and  has  been  during  »11  last  winter ;  '  ^^ 

yet  notwithstanding  her  daily  sufferings,  in  her  harassed  body,  she 
vigorously  wrestles  with  ill  luck.  As  it  pains  me  to  write,  I  most 
close  with  a  few  words.  I  have  frequently  thought,  should  I  be 
bereft  of  my  mother y  what  other  friend,  like  her,  would' watch  over 
the  uneasy  hours  of  sickness  ?  What  other  friend  would  bear  its 
petulance,  and  smooth  its.  feverish  pillow  ?" 

This  proved  to  be  her  last  earthly  message  to  me.     She  died  on 
the  12th  of  April,  1829,  aged  twenty-three. 

18th.  I,  this  day,  had  an  official  visit  from  MagiJsaunikwa 
(Wampum-hair),  a  Chippewa  Indian,  who,  recently,  rescued  the 
Inspector  of  Customs  of  the  place,  John  Agnew,  Esq.^  from  drown- 
ing. This  gentleman  was  returning  from  Mackinac,  on  the  ice, 
with  a  train  de  glisj  drawn  by  dogs.  Having  ascended  ,the  straits 
to  the  rapids  of  the  South  Nebishe  channel,  he.found  the  ice  faulty 
and  rotten,  and,  after  some  exertions  to  avoid  the  bad  places, 
m,  with  train  and  dogs.  The  struggle  to  get  out  only  involved 
worse,  and,  overcome  by  fatigue  and  false  footings,  he  at  lengthcf  ^ 
gave  over  the  strife,  and,  but  as  a  last  resort,  uttered  a  yell. 

It  chanced  that  Magisaunikwa  was  encamped  in  the  woods,  at  f 
distance,  and,  with  the  ever  ready  ear  of  the  aborigines,  caught  thi 
sounds  and  came  to  his  relief.     By  this  time  he  had  relinquisher 
the  struggle,  and  resigned  himself  to  his  fiette.    By  arts  known 
a  people  who  are  familiar  with  such  dangers,  he  rescued  him  frot^^ 
the  water,  but  in  an  insensible  state.     He  then  put  the  body  on 
sled  and  drew  it  to  his  lodge,  where  he  disrobed  it,  and,  placing 
before  the  fire,  succeeded  in  restoring  him. 

I  invested  him  with  a  silver  medal  for  the  act,  and  gave  hinu^^^ 
chiefs  flag,  with  goods  and  cutlery,  &c.  to  the  value  of  above  fiS^p^ 

^^  IT 

dollars. 


My  attention  was  now  turned  to  Detroit :  "You  are  electCfc^  »» 
says  a  friend,  ''a  member  of  the  council.  It  is  essential  y^^)^ 
should  be  here  as  speedily  as  possible.      Leave  everything  ^ 

Audrain,  and  come  down.    Tou  can  return  before  the  busy  seaso: 

21th.   I  left  the  Sault  this  day,  for  Detroit,  to   attend    t' 
Legislative  Council.     Patches  of  snow  still  lined  the  banks  of 
St.  Mary's,  and  fields  of  ice  were  yet  in  Muddy  Lake.     It  was 
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imtO  entering  the  St.  Clair,  and  passing  down  beyond  the  chilling 
iBflnenoes  of  Lake  Huron,  that  spring  began  to  show  striking  evi- 
dences  of  her  r&pid  adranees,  and  on  reaching  Detroit,  ihe  state  of 
hortkmltare  and  firoit  trees  betokened  a  quite  different  and  benign 
dmite.  13ie  difference  in  latitude,  in  this  journey,  is  full  four 
degrees,  earrying  the  royager  from  about  46^^  to  about  42^°. 
This  fact,  which  if  is  difficult  to  realize  from  the  mere  inspection  of 
wps,  and  reading  of  books,  it  is*  important  at  all  times  to  bear  in 
mind,  in  setting  a  just  value  on  the  country  and  its  agricultural  ad- 
tintages. 

On  reaching  the  city,  and  before  the  organization  of  the  legis- 
ktore,  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  Davis,  President  of 
Ae  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  suggesting  the  publication 
of  my  researches  on  Indian  language. 

'*  Mr.  Pickering  concurs  with  me,  that  it  is  very  desirable  to 
kre  this  publication  effected.  Some  tracts  of  this  description 
W  been  occasionally  published  in  the  collections  of  our  society, 
>idwe  have  no  doubt  that  this  course  would  be  pursued  with  your 
^ij  if  such  should  be  your  wish,  and  no  preferable  mode  of  pub- 
lit^tioii  should  occur.'' 

S9tk, — I  received  from  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  a 
^py  of  their  publication  of  Roger  Williams'  Key  to  the  Indian 
iatiguages.     This  tract  was  greatly  needed  by  philologists.     The 
**nguage  commented  on  is  clearly  of  the  Algonquin  stock.     Dr. 
Edwards,  in  his  ^^  Observations  on  the  Mukhekanieu,"  demon- 
crates  that  the  old  Mohecan,  as  spoken  on  the  Housatonic,  was 
*lao  of  this  type. 

He  says,  indeed,  that  the  difference  in  all  the  New  England 
languages  spoken  by  the  nations  were  merely  dialectic.     What  I 
l^ave  heard  of  Eliot*s  Bible  of  the  Natic,  or  Massachusetts  Ian- 
S^&ge?  favors  the  same  conclusion.     All  this  shows  that  the  ances- 
tors of  the  present  lake  tribes  who  speak  these  dialects,  must  have 
oirergpread  all  New  England.     History  is  thus  taught  by  lan- 
Sn&ge.     The  lake  tribes  have  only  this  tradition  respecting  the 
fact,  that  they  came  from  the  JEast, 

30^A. — Dr.  A.  F.  Homes  transmits  me  a  diploma  of  member- 
ship  of  the  Montreal  Natural  History  Society. 

-Jfay  14^A. — Mr.  Reynolds  recurs  to  the  subject  of  the  Ex. 
^^dition,  which  he  announced  to  me  on  the  5th  of  February. 
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^^  It  is  probable,"  ho  observes,  "that  an  expedition  to  the  South- 
Sea  will  sail  from  the  City  of  New  York  in  September  next.  I 
wish,  and  90  do  several  members,  of  the  national  cabinet,  that  you 
would  join  it,  and  be  the  head  of  the  scientific  corps.  Your 
salary  shall  be  almost  anything  you  ask,  and  your  relation  to  the 
general  government  shall  not  be  prejudiced  by  a  temporary  ab- 
sence. The  expedition  will  be  absent  about  eighteen  months  or 
two  years.  Will  you  not  feel  some  ambition  in  being  connected 
with  the  pr6t  American  expedition  of  discovery?" 

20th, — Death  is  ever  busy,  thinning  the  ranks  of  our  friends  and 
relatives..  Mr.  Shearman,  of  N.  Y.,  communicates  the  death  of  my 
niece,  Margaret  Catharine  (S.)  at  Vernon,  New  York.  She  was 
a  young  lady  of  pleasing  manners,  and  many  fine  p0r8oxial  and 
it&ental  traits.  She  conversed  on. her  fate  with  perfect  composure, 
and  selected  hymns  to  be  sung  at  her  funeral. 

I  accomplished  my  passage  to  Detroit  I  think  on  the  2l8t  of 
May,  being  twenty-four  days  from  St.  Mary's,  without  counting  the 
trip  in  that  season  one  of  unusual  length,  and  without  any  serious 
mishaps,  which  is,  perhaps,  remarkable,  as  all  our  lake  vessels  are 
ill  found,  and  I  attribute  more  of  success  to  good  luck,  or  rather 
Providence,  than  to  any  amount  of  seamanlike  precaution.  It  is, 
indeed,  remarkable  that  a  hundred  vessels  are  not  every  year  lost 
on  the  upper  lakes  where  one  now  is,  by  being  ill  supplied  or  equip- 
ped, or  through  foolhardy  intrepidity. 

28th. — A  friend  sent  me  the  manuscript  of  his  poem  of  "  Sa- 
nillac'*  to  read,  and  to  furnish  some  notes.  The  subject  of  the  In- 
dian is,  certainly,  susceptible  of  being  handled  by  the  Muses,  in  a 
manner  to  interest  and  amuse ;  and  I  regard  every  attempt  of  the 
kind  as  meritorious,  although  it  may  be  the  lot  of  but  few  to  suc- 
ceed. The  writer  on .  the  frontier,  who  fills  up  a  kind  of .  elegant 
leisure  by  composition,  not  only  pleases  himself,  which  is  a  tlnhg 
nobody  can  deprive  him  of,  but  dodges  the  coarser  amusements  of 
bowling,  whist,  and  other  resorts  for  time-killing.  He  forgets  his 
remote  position  for  the  time,  and  hides  froin  himself  the  feeling 
of  that  loneliness  which  is  best  conquered  by  literary  employ- 
ment. 

ZOth.  Mr.  Reynolds  again  writes,  pressing  the  matter  of  the 
contemplated  expedition,  and  the  prospect  it  opens  for  discovery, 
and  its  advantage  every  way.     He  couples  his  ofier  with  most 
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liberal  and  exalted  sentiments,  and  with-  the  opinions  of  distin* 
goifihed  men,  whose  approval  is  praise.  Bat  DX>twithstanding  all, 
there  is  something  about  the  getting  up  and  organization  of  the 
expedition,  which  Ida  not  altogether  like;  and  there  is  considerable 
doubt  whether  Congress  will  not  cripple  it,  by  voting  meagre  sup- 
]to  and  outfits,  if  thej  do  not.  kno6k  it  in  the  head. 

Ibe  expedition  -  itself  is  a  measure .  of  the  highest  national 
nwment,  as  it  is  connected  with  scientific  discovery,  and  reflects 
the  greatest  credit  on  the  projectors.  The  experiments  of  Dr. 
UiBkelyn  denote  a  greater  specific  gravity  in  the  central  portions 
of  the  globe,  than  in  its  crust,  and  consequently  do  not  favor  the 
tlieory  advocated  by  Mr.  R.,  of  an  interior  void.  Tet  we  are 
adrertised,  by  the  phenomena  of  earthquakes,  that  :this  interior 
iboonds  with  oxygen,  hydrogen  gas,  caloric,  and  sulphur;  and 
tbit  extraordinary  geological  changes  are  effected  by  their  ac* 
tioa.  It  does  seem  improbable  that  the  proposed  expeditioa 
Till  trace  any  open  connection  ''with  such  an  interior  world;" 
but  it  may  accumulate  facts  of  the  highest  importance.  I  am 
Aot,  therefore,  insensible  of  the  high  honor  of  this  offer,  and  how- 
ler I  may  glow  with  the  secret  ardor  of  discovery,  and  the  honor 
of  place,  my  present  engagements,  domestic  and  public,  have 
Toven  about  me  such  a  web,  that  it  is  impossible  suddenly  to 
break  from  it.  On  full  consideration  and  reconsideration,  there- 
fore, I  declined  going.* 

June  1%L  Major  Delafield,  of  New  York,  transmits  a  box  of 
duplicate  specimens  of  mineralogy  from  England. 

"The  box  you  forwarded  for  the  Lyceum  has  not  yet  been  sent 
to  the  rooms.  The  catalogue  I  will  present  in  your  name  to-night. 
Tbe  several  objects  will  prove  extremely  interesting.  The  lake 
tortoise  we  have  been  endeavoring  to  obtain  for  a  year  past,  to 
^mplete  a  paper  relative  to  these  animals.  Cooper  is  in  Phila- 
delphia editing  the  second  volume  of  Bonaparte  b  Ornithology. 
Be  will  be  disappointed  in  not  receiving  the  grosbeak,  f  of  which 
I  bad  spoken  to  him.*' 

The  study  of  Natural  History  presents  some  of  the  most  pleas- 

*  The  expedition  was,  in  fact,  checked  by  yarious  causes,  and  the  project 
lingered  for  some  years.  At  leugth,  the  expedition  started  under  the  orders 
of  Captain  Charles  Wilkeis,  United  States  Navy. 

t  A  new  species  discoYered  by  me  at  Sault  St.  Marie. 
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ing  evidences  of  exactitude  and  order,  in  every  department  of 
creation,  and  adds  to  life  many  hours  of  the  most  innocent  and 
exalted  enjoyment.  It  drops,  as  it  were,  golden  tissues  in  the 
walks  of  life,  which  there  is  a  perpetual  enjoyment  ;n  unraveling. 

10th.  Mr.  Reynolds  writes  again,  without  having  rei^ived  my 
last  reply,  respecting  the  exploring  expedition.  He  says:  "Mr. 
Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  hae  expressed  his  deep  regret 
that  you  will  not  be  able  to  find  it  convenient  to  go  on  the  expe- 
dition.*' 

Mr.  Reynolds  again  writes  (June  22d) :  "  J  had  a  conversation 
to-day  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  relation  to  your  join- 
ing the  expedition.  He  informs  me  that  the  President,  as  well  as 
himself,  was  anxious  that  you  should  do  so ;  and  that  in  case  you 
did,  an  Assistant  Agent  might  be  appointed  to.  do  your  duties,  lis 
United  States  Agent,  and  thus  reserve  your  office  until  your  re- 
turn." 

Nothing,  certainly,  could  exceed  this  spirit  of  liberality  and 
kind  appreciation. 

No  reasons  for  altering  my  prior  decisions  appeared,  howevct 
weighty  enough  to  change  them.  ' 

Jul?/  Ist. — The  legislative  council  organized  in  due  form^  ^^^>>^ 
sworn  in  by  the  governor.    The  first  assemblage  of  this  kind  in  V.^° 
Territory  met,  I  believe,  four  years  ago.     Prior  to  that  era^  tn^-^ 
governor  and  judges  were  authorized  to  adopt  laws  from  the  "  oj^  ^« 
States,  which  led  to  a  system  rather  objectionable,  and  certai^:^^^ 
anomalous,  so  far  as  it  made  the  judges  both  makers  and 
pounders  of  the  laws ;  for  it  was  said,  I  know  not  how  truly,  ti 
they  picked  out  a  clause  here  and  there,  to  fit  exigencies,  or 
in  hand,  and  did  not  take  whole  statutes.     It  was  isaid  that  wh 
the  judges,  in  the  exercise  of  their  judicial  functions,  got  to 
"  tight  place,"  they  adjourned  the  court,  and  devoted  their  le| 
acumen  to  picking  out  clauses  from  the  statutes  of  the  old  Stat^^^ 
to  be  adopted,  in  order  to .  meet  the  circumstances ;  but  the—    w 
stories  were,  probably,  to  be  received  a  little  after  the  manner         of 
the  slanderous  reports  of  the  Van  Twiller  administration,         ot 
Knickerbocker  memory.     It  is  certain  that  their  honors,  Jud^^^e^ 
Woodward^  Griffin,  and  Witherall,  the  latter  of  vfhom  was  gei^^K^^ 

rally  voted  down,  have  acquired  no  small  popular  notoriety tt 

judicial  and  legislative  functionaries,  and  they  must  figure  lar^s^^^^ 
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ffw  prove  00  fbrM]ia(#  afio  Wa  .i  CeHrsnt^  oar  an  Irying  lea, 
jtokisfedriw, 

|4iNmd  thi iaevbmr  af  the •oomcft  to  be  netfvljr  aH'of  tbe  tfM 

Midfliitv  <>f  Hiduguii,  one   %  EnpcIiidmi,-  Beveral .  ee&t  m'  by 

Ibncli  yotoe,  one -or  two  old  tolonteer  oficen  of  Hull's  day,  otie 

m  Indian  oa^tiye,  and  three  lawyers  by  professioki.  When  assem? 

Ufld  tkey  presente?  a  body  of  shrewd,  gpave,  commondsense"  men, 

Tith  not  much  legal  of  forensic  talent,  perhaps,  an^  no  eloqnenee 

.ff  power  of  speaking.  •   There  were  just  fAtrfeen  men,  only  one 

rfwhom  was  a  demagogue,  and  had  ^gained  his  election  by  going 

about  from  house  to  hotise  and  asking  rotes.  '  ^he  worst  trait  in 

^&  majority  was  a  total  .want  of  moral  courage,  and  a  disposition 

tobyor  a  negligent  and  indebted  population^  by  passing  a  species 

<lf  stop' lalRTS^  and  divorce  laws^  and  of  running  after  local  tod  tem- 

portty  expedients,  to  the  lowering  of  the  tone,  of  just  legislation. 

Iliad  no  constituents  .at  home  to  hold  me  up  to  promises  on  these 

kads.    I  was  every  wi^y  independent,  in  a  political  sense,  and 

Md  square  my  course  «t  all  times,  by,  pursuing  the  right,  instead 

of  being  forced  into  the  expedient^  in  cases  where  there  was  a  eon- 

ffiot  between  the  two.     This  made  my  position  agreeable. 

I  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  committee  on  expenditures, 
anda  member  of  the  judiciary,  &c.     I  directed  my  attention  to 
Ae  incorporation  of  a  Historical  Society ;  to  the  preparation  of  a 
ayBtenr  of  township  names  derived  from  the  aboriginal  languages  ; 
^d  to  some  efforts  for  bettering  the  condition  of  the  natives,  by 
making  it  penal  to  sell  or  give  them  ardent  spirits,  and  thus  de- 
tired  to  render  my  position  as  a  legislator  useful,  where  there  was 
biit  httle  chance  of  general  action.     As  chairman  9f  the  commit- 
tee  on  expenditures,  I  kept  the  public  expenditures  snug,  and,  in 
every  respect,  conformable  to  the  laws  of  congress.     The  session 
^^TSB  closed  about  the  first  .of  July^-early  enough  to  permit  me  to 
x^tnm  to  St.  Mary*s,  to  attend  to  the  summer  visits  of  the  in- 
terior traders  and  Indians. 

10(A.  While  engaged  in  the  council,  a  friend  writing  from  New 

York,  who  is  a  close  watcher  of  political  movements,  alludes  to  the 

sudden  and  lamented  death  of  Governor  Clinton,  last  winte^,and  its 

^ectB  on  the  political  parties  of  that  State.     Heavy,  iqdeed,  is 

^  blow  that  removes  from  the  field  of  action  a  man  who  had  oe- 
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cnpied  80  mie  a  Bpace  in  the  ^public  esteem  ;  and  long  will  it  be 
till  another  arises  to  concentrate  and  control  public  opinion  as  *  he 
d^d.  To  me,  as  a  personal  friend,  and  one  who  early  conhselled 
and  directed  me  in  my  investigations  in  natural  history,  it  is  a 
loss  I  feel  deeply.  Politicians  spring  np  daily,  but  men  like  him^ 
who  take  a  wider  view  of  things,  belong  to  t^eir  country. 
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CHAPTER   XXXI. 

^^eial  jounial  of  the  Indian  intercotirse — iQaestion  of  freedmen,  or  persons 
not  bonded  for — Indian  ofaiefs,  Chacopee,  Neenaby,  Mukwakwat,  -  Tenu 
Cwtert,  ShingabowoBsin,  Quelle  Plat,  Grosse  Quelle — Further  notice  of 
Wampum-hair — Red  Devil — Biographical  notice  of  Quelle  Plat,  or  Flat 
lliouth^Brechet — Mecshug,  a  wido^w — lanwind — Mongazid,  chief  of  Fond 
do  Lao — Chianokwut — ^White  Bird — Annamikens,  the  hero  of  a  bear 
fight,  &e.  &c. 

^  1828.  Jtify  6tk. — My  return  to  the  Agency  at  the  Sault  was 
the  midst  of  its  summer  business.  Indians  and  Indian  traders 
^  remote  interior  positions^  were  encamped  on  every  green 
pot.  No  trader  had  yet  renewed  his  license  from  the  government 
return.  It  would  be  difficult  to  indicate  a  place  more  favorable 
this  was,  to  observe  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  Indians, 
i  the  peculiar  questions  connected  with  the  Indian  trade.  I 
^^Dttused  myself  a  few  days,  by  keeping  minutes  of  the  visits  of  the 
^^xed  Indian  and  metif  multitude. 

V2th,  Antoine  Mauc^,  Alexis  Blais,  and  Joseph  Montr^,  freed- 
^en,  of  Indian  blood  or  connections,  ordered  from  the  Indian 
Plages  last  fall,  presented  themselves  for  a  decision  on  their 
Respective  cases. 

Mauc^  stated  several  facts  in  extenuation  of  his  offence.     He 

^id  he  had  served  as  a  boatman  in  the  Indian  trade  ten  years, 

*^^d  married  an  Indian  wife  and  raised  a  family,  and  during  all 

^*iis  time,  with  the  exception  of  short  visits  to  Mackinac  with  his 

^urgeoUj  had  resided  in  the  Indian  country.     On  the  expiration 

^f  his  last  engagement  he  went  to  St.  Peters,  and  while  there, 

^ade  eight  canoes  for  Mr.  Bailly,  from  whom  he  got  the  few 

goods  that  were  seized  at  Sandy  Lake  by  Mr.  Johnston.     He  had 

intended,  however,  to  go  to  Mr.  Johnston  for  a  license,  and  he 

Wd  used  the  goods,  in  a  great  measure,  to  procure  a  mere  support 

tor  his  family.     He  had  left  Sandy  Lake  last  fall,  passed  the  win- 
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tor  at  La  Pointe,  and  had  come  down  early  in  the  spring,  and,  as 
he  had  lost  a  great  deal  of  time,  and  performed  a  very  long  jour- 
ney, leaving  bis  family  behind  him,  he  requested  that  he  might  be 
allowed  to  return  with  a  permit  to  trade.  I  told  him  that  his  re- 
maining inland,  after  the  expiration  of  his  engagement,  was  con- 
trary to  instructions.  That,  being  a  Canadian  by  birth,  he  could 
not  be  licensed  as  a  trader.  That  he  might  go  inland  in  his  old 
capacity  of  a  boatman,  should  any  American  citizen  be  willing  to 
employ  him,  and  give  a  bond  for  his  future  conduct,  itnd  that  I 
should  refer  the  final  decision  upon  bis  goods  ^nd  peltries  to  Mr. 
Johnston,  on  account  of  my  imperfect  knowledge  of  BOvAe  circum- 
stances necessary  to  a  correct  decision. 

Alexis  Blais  pleaded  ignorance  of  the  instructions  whibh  were 
given  to  traders.  He  had  no  other  object  in  remauiing  inland 
than  to  get  a  livelihood.  He  came  out  as  soon  after  being  notified 
as  his  health  would  allow.  And  he  supposed,  had  he  been  willing 
to  serve  Mr.  Aikin  at  Sandy  Lake,  or  to  give  him  the  avails  of  his 
hunt,  no  complaints  would  have  been  made  against  him.  Ko  goods 
or  peltries  werie  fpund  in  his  possession,  ai)d  he  did  not  desire  to 
return  to  the  Indian  country.  I  informed  him  that  the  construc- 
tion put  on  the  Indian  laws, prohibited  any  white  man  from  follow- 
ing the  pursuits  of  a  hunter  on  Indian  land ;  that  it  also  forbids 
the  residence  of  boatmen  at  Indian  camps  or  villages,  after  they 
have  served  out  their  engagements,  &c.  , 

Joseph  Montr5  is  a  metif,  step-son  of  Mauci.  Says  he  was 
born  and  brought  up  in  the  Indian  country,  and  has  subsisted  by 
hunting.  Is  unacquainted  with  the  laws,  but  will  follow  the  direc- 
tions given  him.  I  took  pains  to  impress  upon  his  mind,  through 
the  medium  of  an  interpreter,  the  situation  in  which  he  was  placed 
with  respect  to  our  government  and  laws,  and  the  steps  it  would 
be  necessary  for  him  hereafter  to  pursue. 

Chacopss  (The  Six),  a  minor  chief,  from  Snake  River,  on  the 
St.  Croix,  visited  the  office,  accompanied  by  seven  young  warriors. 
He  brought  a  note  from  the  Sub-agent  at  La  Pointe,  in  which  he 
is  recommended  as  ^^  a  deserving  manly  Indian,  attached  to  the 
XJ.  S.  Government.''  As  he  had  been  several  days  without  food  on 
his  voyage  through  Lake  Superior,  I  directed  a  requisition  to  be 
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2Da(Ie  out  for  him  and  his  young  men,  and  told  them  to  call  on  me 
after  they  had  appeased  their  hunger. 

>'e€naby  (the  person  who  hitches  on  his  seat),  of  Sault  St. 
Marie,  lodged  a  complaint  against  Mr.  Buttcrficld  and  one  of  his 
runners  (i.  *e.  persons  employed  to  look  after  credfts  given  to  In- 
dians, or  carry  on  a  petty  traffic  by  visiting  their  camps).     He 
states  that,  in  making  th^  traverse  from  Point  Iroquois  across  the 
straits  of  St.  Mary,  he  was  met  by  young  Holiday,  who  lashed 
his  canoe  alongside,  and,  after  giving  him  a  drink  of  whisky,  per- 
suisided  hiin  to  land  on  the  Canada  shores  where  they  are  out  of 
reach  of  the  trade  and  intercourse  laws.     They  landed  at  Point 
aux  CJieneSy  where  H.'s  tent  was  found  pitcted,  who  invited  him 
into  it,  and  gave  him  more  drink.     U.  tlien  went  to  the  Indian's 
canoe,  and  brought  in  his  furs.     Something  was  then  given  him  to 
eat,  and  they  embarked  together  in  H.'s  canoe,  taking  the  furs, 
and  leaving  his  own  canoe,  with  his  wife,  to  follow.     On  reaching 
St.  Marie's  he  was  conducted  to  Mr.  B.'s  store,  and  told  to  trade. 
.He  consented  to  trade  six  large  and  two  small  beavers,  and  twenty 
muskrats,  for  which  he  acknowledged  to  have  received  satisfac- 
tion,    lie  was  freely  supplied  witli  whisky,  and  strongly  urged  to 
trade  the  other  pack,  containing  the  principal  part  of  his  hunt, 
but  he  refused,  saying  lie  had  brought  it  to  pay  a  credit  taken  of 
Air.  Johnston.     This  pack,  he  says,  consisted  of  six  large  and  two 
small  beavers,  two  otters,  six  martins,  ninety  muskrats,  and  four 
minks.    As  an  equivalent  for  it,  they  proceeded  to  lay  out  for  him, 
a.s  he  wa«  told  and  shown  next  morning,  a  blanket,  hat,  pair  of 
leggins   of  green  cloth,  two  fathoms  strouds,  one  barrel  of  flour, 
one  bag  of  corn,  and  three  kegs  of  whisky.     He,  however,   on 
examining  it,  refuseil  to  receive  it,  and  demanded  the  pack  of  furs 
to  go  and  pay  his  credit.     Decision  deferred  for  inquiry  into  the 
facts. 

Vlth.  Ghegud,  accompanied  by  a  train,  &c.,  made  a  visit  of  con- 
gratulation on  my  return  (after  a  temporary  absence). 

lUh,  llcvisitcd  by  Chacopee  and  bis  young  men.    He  addressed 

tnein  a  fine  manly  tone  and  air.     He 'referred  to  his  attendance 

ami  conduct  at  the  treaties  of  Prairie  du  Chien  and  Fond  du  Lac, 

as  an  era  from  which  it  might  be  known  that  he  was  attached  to 

our  government  and  counsel.     Tlie  object  of  his  present  visit  was 

to  renew  the  acquaintance  he  had  formed  with  me  at  those  places, 

19 
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to  say  that  he  had  not  forgotten  the  good  advice  given  him,  and 
to  solicit  charity  for  his  followers.  He  presented  an  ornamented 
pipe  as  an  evidence  of  his  friendship. 

15th.  Visited  by  Monomine  Kashee  (the  Rice  Maker),  a  chief 
from  Post  Lake  in  that  part  of  the  Chippewa  country  hordering 
on  Green  Bay.  He  was  accompanied  by  Mukwakwut  (Satan's 
Ball  in  the  Clouds),  and  five  otiier  persons  composing  their  families. 
In  the  speech  made  by  this  chief,  whose  influence  and  authority 
are,  I  b.elieve,  quite  limited,  he  said  that  his  visit  to  me  had*  been 
produced  by  the  favorable  impressions  he  had  received  whi[Ie 
attending  the  treaty  of  Butte  des  Morts  (Wisconsin). "  That  he 
had  presierved  the  words  which  had  b^en  uttered  in  council  by  his 
American  fathers,  and  was  happy  that  all  cause  of  difference  with 
their  neighbors,  the.  Winnebagoes  and  Menomonies  had  been  taken 
away  by  fixing  the  lined  of  their  lands,  &c.  He  presented  four 
stands  of  wampum  to  confirm  his  professions  of  good  wHl.  Uis 
companion-  also  got  up,  and  spoke  for  several  minutes,  and  con- 
cluded by  requesting  ^'  that  his  father  would  not  overlook  him,  in 
distributing  any  presents  he  intended. to  make  them.*'  He  pre- 
sented a  pipe.  After  he  was  seated,  I  asked,  as  I  was  pen- 
ning these  minutes,  the  signification  of  his  name,  Mukwakwut,  as 
the  meaning  did  not  appear  obvious.  He  smiled  and  replied  '*  that 
in  foi*mcr  times  his  ancestors  had  seen  devils  playing .  ball  in  the 
air,  and  that  his  name  was  in  allusion  to  the  ball.'' 

IGth.  Visited  by  Terns  Convert  (the  Lowering  or  Dark  Cloud), 
a  noted  war  chief  of  Leech  Lake,  upper  Mississippi.  He  states 
that  Mr.  Oaks  took  from  him,  two  years  ago,  nine^Zu*,*  and  has  not 
yet  paid  him,  together  with  a  medal,  which  last  was  not  returned 
to  him  until  his  arrival  at  Fond  du  Lac  this  spring.  He  also 
states  that  Mr.  Warren  took  from  him,  while  he  was  at  La  Pointe 
on  his  way  out,  a  pack  of  thirty  obiminicquaf  (equal  to  thirty 
full-sized,  seasonable  beavers),  and  has  not,  as  yet,  offered  him  any- 
thing in  payment. 

Shingabowossin  (the  Imago  Stone),  Shewabeketon  (the  Jin- 
gling Metals),  and  Wayishkee  (the  First-born  Son),  'the  three 
principal  chiefs  of  the  Home  Band,  with  seventy-one  men,  women 

*  Plus,  Fr.    A  skin's  worth. 

t  Obiminicqua,  Alg.    The  value  of  a  full  beaver  skin. 
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and  children,  tisited  mc  to  congratulate  me  on  my  s^fe  return 
from  Detroit.  The  old  chief  inquired  if  there  was  any  news,  and 
whether  all  remains  quiet  between  us  and  the  English, 

Guelle  Hat,  or  Ashkebuggecoash  (the  Elat  Mouth),  of  Leech 
Lake,  upper  Mississippi,  announced  his  arrival,  with  sixty  persons^ 
chiefly  warriors  and  hunters.  Ho  brought  a  letter  from  one  of 
the  principal  traders  in  that  quarter,  backed  by  the  Sub-agent  of 
La  Pointe,  reeoitnmending  him  as  ''the  most  respectable  man  in  the 
Chippewa  nation."  He  is  said  by  general  consent  to  be  the  most 
influential  man  in  the  large  and  powerful  bs^nd  of  Leech  Lake, 
comprising,  by  my  latest  accounts,  seventeen  hundred  souls.  IJis 
authority  is,  however,  that  of  a  village  or  civil  chief,  his  coadjutor, 
the  Lowering  Cloud,  having  long  had  the  principal  sway  with  the 
warriors.  . 

Being  his  first  visit  to  this  agency,  although  he  liad  sent  me  hui 

pipe  in  1822,  and,  as  he  said,  the  first  time  he  had  been  so  far 

from  his  native  place  in  a  south-easterly  course,  I  offered  him  the 

attentions  due  to' his  rank,  and  his  visit  being  an  introductory'one, 

iras  commenced  and  ended  by  the  customary  ceremonies  of  the 

pipe. 

The  chief,  Grosse  Guelle  (Big  Throat),  together  with  Majeg&- 
bowe,  and  the  Breche's  son,  all  of  Sandy  Lake,  arrived  this  day, 
accompanied  by  four  other  persons,  and  were  received  with  tlie 
castomary  respect  and  attention.     Having  come  a  long  distance, 
tlx^ir  first  and  most  pressing  want  Was  food.     It  is  indeed  aston- 
isliing  that  the  desire  of  showing  themselves  off  as  men  of  conse- 
q^-c&ence  in  their  nation,  the  expectation  of  any  presents  or  gratiff- 
tions,  or  the  hope  of  any  notice  or  preferment  whatever  should 
doce  these  people  to  undertake  such  long  and  hazardous  journeys 
Lth  such  totally  inadequate  means. 
Vlth,  The  Qrosse  Quelle  repeated  his  visit,  saying  that  his 
TDJij  had  been  so  long  without  a  meal  of  hearty  food  that  the 
sue  of  yesterday  had  not  sufficed  to  satisfy  them. 
Magisaunikwa  (Wampum-hair)  applied  for  provisions  for  him- 
If  and  family,  to  enable  them  to  return  to  his  usual  place  of 
^^^elling.     This  man's  case  has  been  previously  noticed.     He  hap- 
ned  to  be  ^fitting  in  front  of  his  lodge  last  spring,  in  a  copse  of 
cods  near  the  banks  of  Muddy  Lake,  at  the  instant  when  the  In- 
spector of  Customs  of  St.  Mary's  (Mr.  Agnew)  had  broken  through. 
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the  ico  with  his  dog-train,  and  had  exhausted  himself  .in  vain 
efforts  to  extricate  Iiimself.  A  cry  reached  the  ever-open  ear  of 
the  Indian,  who  hastened  to  the  shore,  and,  after  much  exertion 
and. hazard,  aided  by  his  fathdr  and  family,  was  the  means  df, pre- 
serving Mr.  A/s  life.  After  getting  the  body  out'  of  the.water, 
they  drew  it  upon  a  small  train  to  his  lodge,  where  they  applied 
dry.  clothing,  prepared  a  kind  of  tea,  and  were  unremitting  in 
their  attentions.  When  sufficiently  restored,  they  conducted  biib 
safely  to  St.  Mary's. 

I  invested  him  with  a  medal  of  the  ^rst  class  for  this  noble  act, 
wishing  by  this  mark  of  respect,  and  the  presents  of  clothing  and 
food  accompanying  it,  to  forcibly  impress  his  mind  with  the  high 
respect  and  admiration  such  deeds  excite  among  civilized  people, 
and  in  the  further  hope  that  it  might  prove  a  stimulus  to  the 
lukewarm  benevolence  of  others,  if,  indeed,  any. of  the  natives  can 
be  justly  accused  of  lukewarmness  in  this  respect.  On  visiting 
t*ort  Brady,  Lt.  C.  F.  Morton,  of  N.  Y.,  presented  him  a  sword- 
knot,  belt,  &c.  Some  other  presents  were,  I  believe,  made  him,  in 
addition  to  those  given  him  by  Mr.  Agnew  himself. 

18th.  Miscomouetoes  (the  Red  Insect,  or  Red  Devil;  tlie  term 
may  mean  both),  and  family  and  followers,  twelve  persons  in  all, 
visited  the  office.  Ilis  personal  appearance,  and  that  of  his  family, 
bespoke  wretchedness,  and  appeared  to  give  force  to  his  strong 
complaints  against  the  traders  who  visit  Ottowa  Lake  and  the 
headwaters  of  Chippewa  River  of  the  Mississippi.  He.  observed 
that  the  prices  they  are  compelled  to  pay  arc  extortionate,  that 
their  lands  are  quite  destitute  of  the  larger  animals,  and  that  the 
beaver  is  nearly  destroyed. 

He  also  complained  of  white,  and  half-breed  hunter^  intruding 
on  their  grounds,  whose  means  for  trapping  and  killing  animals 
are  superior  to  those  of  the  Indians.  According  to  his  statement, 
as  high  as  four  plu^  (about  $20)  have  been  paid  for  a  .fothom  of 
strouds,  and  the  same  for  a  two-and-a-half  point  blanket,  two  plus 
for  a  pair  of  scarlet  leggins,  &c. 

I 

ISth,  Ten  separate  parties  of  Indians,  numbering  ninety-four 
souls,  presented  themselves  at  the  office  this  day,  in  addition  to 
the  above,  from  various  parts  of  the  interior,  and  were  heard  on 
the  subject  of  their  wants  and  wishes. 
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19fA.  Quelle  Plat  ropeated  his  visit  with  his  followers,  and 

made  a  speech,  in  which  he  took  s  view  of  his  intercourse  with  the 

English  and  Aniericans.     He  had  passed  his  youth  in  the  plains 

west  of  Red  River,  and  was  first  drawn  into  an  intercourse  with 

ibe  British  agents  at  Fort  William  (L.  S.),  where  he  received  a 

medalfrom  the  late  Wm,  McGilvray.     This  medal  was  taken  by 

Lieut.  Pike,  on  visiting  Leech  Lake,  in  1806.     He  has  visited  the 

tgency  at  St.  Peter's,  but  complains  that  his  path  to  that  post  has 

been  marked  with  blood.     He  was  present  during  the  attack  made 

ipon  the  Chippewa  camp  by  the  Sioux,  near  Fort  Snelling,  in  the 

nmmer  of  1827.     Is  not  satisfied  with  the  adjustment  of  this 

afair,  but  is  inclined  to  peace,  and  has  recommended  it  to  his 

joang  men.     They  can  never,  however,  he  says,  count  upon  the 

good-will  of  the  enemy,  and  are  obliged  to  live  in  a  constant  state 

tf  preparation  for  war.     They  go  out  to  hunt  as  if  they  were 

going  on  a  war  party.     They  often  meet  the  Sioux  and  smoke 

with  them,  but  they  cannot  confide  in  them. 

Speaking  of  the  authority  exercised  over  their  country  for  the 
purpose  of  trade,  ho  said :  '^  The  Americans  are  not  our  masters  ; 
the  English  are  not  our  masters ;  the  country  is  ours."  He  wished 
*hat  traders  should  be  allowed  to  visit  them  who  would  sell  their 
goods  cheaper^  and  said  that  more  than  one  trader  at  each  trading 
Post  was  desired  by  him  and  his  people. 

He  mpdestly  disclaimed  authority  over  his  band ;  said  he  was 
»io  chief.  The  Indians  sometimes  followed  his  advice;  but  they 
oftener  followed  their  own  will.  He  said  Indians  were  fond  of 
change,  and  were  always  in  hopes  of  finding  things  better  in 
5^nother  place.  He  believed  it  would  be  bettor  if  they  would  not 
^ove  so  much.  He  had  ever  acted  on  this  principle,  and  recom- 
Xnended  it.  He  had  never  visited  this  place  before,  but  now  that 
he  had  come  this  far,  it  was  his  wish  to  go  to  Michilimackinac,  of 
'Which  he  had  heard  much,  and  desired  to  see  it.  Ho  was  in  hopes 
liw  journey  would  prove  of  some  service  to  him,  &c.  He  solicited 
a.  rifle  and  a -hat. 

The  BrecJie^  alias  Catawabeta  (Broken  Tooth),  entered  the  office 

•^A  one  or  two  followers,  in  company  with  the  preceding.     Seeing 

the  office  crowded,  he  said  ho  would  defer  speaking  till  another 

day.    This  venerable  chief,  is  the  patriarch  of  the  region  around 

Sandj  Lake,  on  the  Upper  Mississippi.     lie  made  his  first  visit 
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to  me  a  few  dflya  after  the  kmdipg  of  the  troops  a);  thb  poet,  In 
1822.  la  turning  to  some  minutes  of  that  .date,  I  find  he  pro- 
nounced himself  ''the  friend  and' advocate  of  peace,"  apd  he 
referred  to  facts  to  prove  that  liis  practice  had  been  in  accordance 
-with  his  professions.  He  discountenanced  the  idea  of  the  Indians 
taking  part  in  our  wars.  He  said  he  was  a  small  bpj^at  t)re  taking 
of  old  Mackinac  (1763),  The  French  wished  him  to  take  up  the 
war-club,  but  he  refused.  The  English  afterwards  thanked  him 
for  this,  and  requested  him  to  raise  the  tomahawk  in  their,  lavor^ 
but  he  refused.'  The  Americans  afterwards  thanked  him. for  thi^ 
refusal,  but  thej  did  not  ask  him  to  go  to  wan  ''  Thej  all  talked 
of  peace,"  he  said,  '^but  still,  though  they  talk  of  {^eace,  the 
Sioux  continue  to  make  war  upon  us.  Very  lately  they  killed 
three  peoplie." 

The  neutral  policy  which  this  chief  so  eirly  unfolded,  I  have 
found  quite  characteristic  of  his  oratory,  though  his  political  feelings 
are  known  to  be  decidedly  favorable  to  thp  British  government. 

Omeeshug,  widow  ^of  Ningotook,  of  Le^ch  Lake,  presented 
a  memorandum  given  by  me  to  her  late  husband,  during  my 
attendance  at  the  treaty  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  in  1825,  claiming 
a  medal  for  her  infant  son,  in  exchange  for  a  British  medal  whicbt 
had  been  given  up.  On  inquiry,  the  medal  surrendered  originally 
belonged  to  Waukimmenas,  a  prior  husband,  by  whom  she  also  had 
a  son  named  Tinnegans  {Shoulder  Blade\  now  a^man  grewn,  and 
an  active  and  promising  Indian.  1 4ecidcd  the  la^ttcr  to  be  the 
rightful  hejr,  and  intrusted  a  new  medal  of  tho  second  si^e  to  Mr. 
Roussain^  to  be  delivered  to  him  on  his  arrival  at  Leech  Lake, 
with"  the  customary  formalities. 

lauwind  announced  himself  as  having  arrived  yesterday,  with 
twenty-eight  followers  belonging  to  the  band  of  Fond  du  Lac. 
He  had,  it  appeared,  visited  Drummond  Island,  and  took  occa* 
sibn  in  his  speech  to  intimate  th^t  he  had  not  been  very  favor- 
.ably  received.  Before  closings  he  ran  Very  nearly  through  the 
catalogue  of  Indian  wants,  and  trusted  his  "  Aifierican  father" 
would  supply  them.  H^  concluded  by  presenting  a  pipe.  I  in- 
formed him  that  he  had  not  visited  Drummond's  in  ignorance  of 
my  wishes  on  the  subject,  and  that  if  he  did  not  receive  the  pre- 
sents he  expected  from  me,  he  could  not  mistake  the  cause  of  their 
being  withheld. 
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The  Red  Devil  camo  to  take  leave,  as  he  had  sent  his  canoe 
to  the  head  of  the  rapids,  and  was  ready  to  embark.     lie  made 
a  very  earnest  and  vehement  speech,,  in  which  he  once  more  de- 
pleted the  misery  of  his  condition,  and  begged  earnestly  that  I 
voold  consider  the  forlorn  and  impoverished  situation  of  himself  and 
Us  yoong  men.    He  presented  a  pipe.    I  told  him  it  was  contrary  to 
the  commands  of  his  great  father,  the  President,  that  presents  should 
be  given  to  any  of  his  red  children  who  disregarded  his  wishes  so 
nuch  as  to  continue  their  visits  to  foreign  agencies.  That  such  visits 
lerevery  injurious  to  them  both  in  a  moral  and  economical  point  of 
new.    That  they  thereby  neglected  their  hunting  and  gardens, 
contracted  diseases,  and  never  failed  to  indulge  in  the  most  im- 
moderate use  of  strong  drink.     That  to  procure  the  latter,  they 
vould  sell  their  presents,  pawn  their  ornaments,  &c.,  and,  I  verily 
believed,  were  their  hands  and  feet  looscy  they  would  pawn  them, 
80  as  to  be  forever  after  incapable  of  doing  anything  towards  their 
OTn  subsistence.     I  told  him  that  if,  under  such  circumstances,  I 
sbouIJ  give  him,  or  any  other  Indian,  provisions  to  carry  them 
borne,  they  must  not  construe  it  into  any  approbation  of  their  late 
conduct,  but  must  ascribe  it  wholly  to  feelings  of  pity  and  com- 
miseration for  their  situation,  '&c. 

Mongazid  (the  Loon's  Foot),  a  noted  speaker,  and  Jossa- 
teed,  or  Seer  of  Fond  du  Lac,  arrived  in  the  afternoon,  attended 
by  eleven  persons.  He  bad  scarcely  exchanged  salutations  with 
me  when  he  said  that  his  followers  and  himself  were  in  a  starving 
condition,  having  had  very  little  food  for  several  days. 

Oshogay   (the   Osprey),    solicited  provisions  to  return   home. 
This  young  man  had  been  sent  down  to  deliver  a  speech  from 
bis  father,  Kabamappa,  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  in  which  he  re- 
gretted his  inability  to  come  in   person.     The   father  had  first 
Jittracted  my  notice  at  the  treaty  of  Prairie  du  Cliicn,  and  after- 
varis  received  a  small  medal,  by  my  recommendation,  from  the 
Commissioners  at  Fond  du  Lac.     He  appeared  to  consider  him- 
self under  obligations  to  renew  the  assurance  of  his  fricndrihip, 
^wd  this,  with  the  hope  of  receiving  some  presents,  appeared  to 
constitute  the  object  of  his  son's  mission,  who  conducted  himself 
^ith  more  modesty  and  timidity  before  me  than  prudence  after- 
^lirds;  for,  by  extending  his  visit  to  Drummond  Island,  where 
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Botb  hir  and  his  father  were  unknown,  he  got  nothing,  and  forfeited 
the  right  to  claiifi  anything  for  himself  on  his  return  here. 

I  sent,  however,  in  his  chaise,  a  preseijit  of  goods  of  small 
amount,  to  be  delivered  to  his  father,  who- has  not  countenanced 
his  foreign  visit-'  , 

Thirteen  separate  parties,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  souls,  visited  the  office  and  received  issues  ^  provisions  this 
day. 

2l8t.  Mikkeingwum,  of  Ottoway  Lake,  made  complaint  that  his 
canoe  had  been  stolen,  and  he  wad  left  with  his  family  on  the 
beach,  without  the  means  of  returning.  On  inquiring  into  the 
facts,  and  findid^  them  as  stated,  I  purchased  and  presented  him 
a  canoe  of  a  capacity  suitable  to  convey  his  family  home. 

Chianokwut  (Lowering  Cloud),  called  Terns  'Couvert  hj  the 
French,  principal  war  chief  of  Leech  Lake,  addressed  me  in  a 
speech  of  some  length,  and  presented  a  garnished  war-club,  which 
he  requested  might  be  hung  up  in  the  office.  He  said  that  it  was 
not  presented  ai9  a  hostile  symbol.  He  had  done  using  it,  and  he 
wished  to  put  it  aside.  He  had  followed  the  war  path  mttch  in 
his  yoi^th,  but  he  was  now  getting  oldy  and  he  desired  peace.  ^  He 
had  attended  the  treaty  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  to  assist  in  fixing  the 
lines  of  their  lands.  He  recollected  the  gOod  counsel  given  to 
him  at  that  place.  He  should  respect  the  trcsity,  and  his  ears' 
were  open  to  the  good  advice  of  his  great  American  father,  the 
President,  to  whose  words  he  had  lidtcjied  for  the  last  ten  years. 
He  referred  to  the  treachery  of  the  Sioux,  their  frequent  violation 
of  treaties,  &c.  He  hoped  they  shpuld  hear  no  lad  news  (alluding 
to  the  Sioux)  on  their  return  home,  &c. 

Wabishke  Penais  (the  White  Bird)  solicited  food.  Thisf  young 
chief  had  volunteered  to  carry  an  express  from  the  Sub-agency 
of  La  Pointe  in  the  spring,  and  now  called  to  announce  his  in- 
tention of  returning  to  the  upper  part  of  Lake  Superior.  His 
attachment  to  the  American  government,  his  having  received 
a  small  medal  from  his  excellency  Governor  Cass,  on  his  Visit  to 
the  Ontonagon  River,  in  1826,  added  to  the  circumstance  of  his 
having  served  as  a  guide  to  the  party  who  visited  the  mass  of 
native  copper  in  that  quarter  in  1820,  had  rendered  him  quite  un- 
popular with  his  band,  and  led  to  his  migration  farther  west.  He 
appears,  however,  recently  to  have  reassumed  himself  of  success, 
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and  is  as  anxious  as  ever  to  recommend  hibiself  to  notice.  This 
anxiety  is,  however,  carried  to  a  fault,  being  unsupported  by  an 
equal  degree  of  good  sense. 

Annamikens  (Little  Thunder),  a  Chippewa  of  mixed  blood, 
fiom  Red  River,  expressed  a  wish  to  speak,  preparatory  to  his  re- 
tam,  and  drew  a  vivid  outline  of  his  various  journeys  on  the  fron- 
&r,  and  his  intercourse  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  and  Canadian 
gOYemtnents.  This  man  had  rendered  himself  noted  upon  the 
frontier  by  a  successful  encounter  with  three  grizzly  bears,  and 
the  hairbreadth  escape  he  had  made  from  their  clutches.  He 
made,  however,  no  allusion  to  this  feat,  in  his  speech,  but  referred 
in  general  terms  to  the  Indians  present  for  testimonies  of  his  cha- 
racter as  a  warrior  and  hunter.  He  said  he  had  now  taken  the 
American  government  fast  by  the  hand,  and  offered  to  carry  any- 
connsel  I  might  wish  to  send  to  the  Indians  on  Bed  Bivei*, 
fied  Lake,  &c.,  and  to  use  his  influence  in  causing  it  to  be  re* 
spected. 

His  appeal  to  the  Indians,  was  subsequently  responded  to  by 

tile  ehief,  Tems  Convert,  who  fully  confirmed  his  stjitemcnts,  &c. 

Dagah  Beshuo  (Spotted   Lynx),  of   Pelican   Lake,  requested 

•bother  trader  to  be  sent  to  that  place.     Complains  of  the  high 

Prices  of  goods,  the  scarcity  of  animals,  and  the  great  poverty  to 

'•^'liich  they  are  reduced.     Says  the  traders  are  very  rigorous  in 

*heir  dealings  ;  that  they  take  their  furs  from  their  lodges  without 

^oremony,  and  that  ammunition,  in  particular,  is  so  high  they 

^Unnot  get  skins  enough  to  purchase  a  supply. 

Visited  by  nine  parties,  comprising  ninety-one  souls. 
22i.  Eeceived  visits  from,  and  issued  provisions  to  eighty-one 
I>  crsons. 

23(Z.  Wayoond  applied  for  food  for  his  family,  consisting  of  six 

I>c?rsons,  saying  that  they  had  boon  destitute  for  some  time.     I 

found,  on  inquiry,  that  he  had  been  drinking  for  several  days 

I>x'evious,  and  his  haggard  looks  sufficiently  bespoke  the  excesses 

li.€  had  indulged  in.     On  the  following  day,  being  in  a  state  of 

I>artial  delirium,  he  ran  into  the  river,  and  was  so  far  exhausted 

before  he  could  be  got  out,  that  he  died  in  the  course  of  the  night. 

"  is  my  Tjustom  to  bury  all  Indians  who  die  at  the  post,  at  the 

P^Mic  expense.     A  plain  coffin,  a  new  blanket,  and  shirt,  and 
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digging  a  grave^  generally  comprises  this  expense,  which  is  paid' 
out  of  the  contingent  fund  allowed  the  office. 

Mizye  (the  Catfish)  called  on  me,  being  on  his  return  Yoyage 
from  Drummond  Island,  begging  that  I  would  give  him  some  food 
to  enable  him  to  reach  his  home  at  La^  Pomte.  This  Indian  has 
the  character  of  being  very  turbulent,  and  active  in  the'  propagi^ 
tion  of  stories  calculated  to  keep  up  a  Eritish  feeling  amongst  the 
Indians  of  Lapointe.  The  reprimands  he  has  received,  would 
probably  have  led  him  to  shun  the  office,  were  )ie  not  proippted 
by  hunger,  and  the  hope  of  relief. 
•  Whole  number  of  visitors  one  hundred  and  thirty-five. 

24^A..  Monga;sid  entered  the  office  with  his  ornamented,  pipe, 
and  pipe-bearer,  and  expressed  his  wish  to  speak-.  Hd  went  at 
some  length  into  the  details  of  his  own  life,  and  the  history  of  the 
Pond  du  L^c  band,  with  which  he  appears  to  be  very  well  ac- 
quaintied.  Referred  to  the  proofs  he  had  given  of  attachment  to 
government,  in  his  conduct  at  the  treaties  of  Prairie  du  Chien 
and  Fond  du  Lac;  and  to  his  services  as  a  speakei^  for  the  Fond 
du  Lac  band,  which  had  been  acknowledged  by  the  Chippewas 
genei:ally,  and  procured  him  many  followers.  Said  the  influence  of 
the  old  chief  at  Fond  du  Lac  (Sappa)  had  declined,  as  his  own  had 
extended,  &c.  lie  complained  in  general  terms,  of  the  conduct  of 
the  ti*adcrs  of  that  post,  but  did  not  specify  any  acts.  Said  he* 
had  advised  his  young  men  to  assent  to  their  father's  request  re- 
specting the  copper  lands  on  Lake  Superior,  &c. 

Having  alluded  in  his  speech  to  the  strength  of  the  band,  and 
the  amount  of  their  hunt,  I  asked  him,  after  he  had  seated  him- 
self, what  was  the  population  of  Fond'du  Lac  post.  Ho  replied, 
with  readiness,  two  hundred  and  twenty,  of  whom  sixty-Six  were 
males  grown,  and  fifty-four  hunters.  He  said  that  these  fifty-four 
hunters  had  killed  during  the  last  year  (1828)  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-four  bears — that  thirty-nine  packs  of  furs  were  made  at 
the  post,  and  ninety  packs  in  the  whole  department. 

Grossc  Guclle  made  a  formal  speech,  the  drift  of  which  was 
to  show  his  influence  among  the  Indians,  the  numerous  places  in 
which  he  had  acted  in  an  official  capacity  for  them,  and  the  proofs 
of  attachment  he  had  given-  to  the  American  government.  He 
rested  his  merits  upon  these  points.  Ho  said -he  and  his  people 
had  visited  the  agency  on  account  of  what  had  been  promised  at 
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Fond  du  Lac.  Several  of  his  people  had,  however,  gone  home, 
fearing  sickness ;  others  had  gone  to  I)rummoi^d  Island  for  their 
presents.  For  himself,  he-  said,  he  should  remain  content  to  tal^e 
what  his  American  father  should  &ee  fit  to  ofiei*  him. 

I  inquired  of  him,  if  his  influence  with  his  people  and  attach- 
ment to  ther  American -government  were  such  as  he  had  represented, 
how  it  came,  that  so  many  of  -the  Sanely  Lake  Indians,  of  whom 
he  was  the  chief,  had  gone  to  Dr.ummond  Island? 

Shingabowossin, requested  that  another  Chippewa  interpreter 

might  be  employed,  in  which  he  wSiS  seconded  by  Kagay osh  (A  Ejrd 

in  Everlasting  Flight),  Wayishkee,  and  Shewabekaton,  chiefs  of  the 

home  band.  Theydid  ixot  wish  mo  to  put  the  present  interpreter  out 

.  of  his  place,  but  hoped  I  would  be  able  to  employ  another  one,  whom 

thej  could  bettet  understand,  and  who  could  understand  them 

l>etter.     They  pointed  out  a  person  whom  they  would  be  pleased- 

-v«rith.     But  his  qualifications  extended  only  to  a  knowledge  of  the 

CI>hippcwa  and  French  languages.     lie  was  deficient  in  moral  cha^ 

ACter  and  trustworthiness ;  and  it  was  sufficiently  apparent  that 

^e  person  thtis  recommended  had  solicited  them  to  make  this 

ovel  application. 

26th.  The  wife  of  Metakoossega  (Pure  Tobacco)  applied  for 

VM)d  for  her  husband,  whom  she  represented  as  being  sick  at  his 

^dge,  and  unable  to  apply  himself.     The  peculiar  features  and 

^fective  Chippewa  pronunciation  of  this  woman .  indicated  her 

^V:)reign  origin.     She  is  a  Sioux  by  birth,  having  been  taken  cap- 

-^i?e  by  the  Chippewas  when  quite  young.     A  residence  of  proba-- 

l^ly  thirty  years  has  not  been  sufficient  to  give  her  a  correct 

Icnowledge  of  the  principles  or  pronunciation  of  the  language.! 

She  often  applies   animate  verbs  and  adjectives  to  inanimate 

nouns,  &c.,  a  proof,  perhaps,  that  no  such  distinctions  are  known 

in  her  native  tongue. 

Chacopa,  a  chief  of  Snake  River,  intimated  his  wish  to  be 

heard.     He  said  he  had  visited  the  agency  in  the  hope  that 

some  respect*  would  be  shown  the  medal  he  carried.    The  govern- 

mont  had  thought  him  worthy  of  this  honor ;  the  traders  had  also 

thought  him  deserving  of  it;  and  many  of  the  young  men  of- 

■ 

*  This  term  was  not  meant  to  apply  to  personal  respect,  but  to  presents  of 
goods. 
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Snake  River  looked  up  to  hiin-.to  speak  for  them.  '^  But  what/' 
he  asked^  ^'can  I  i^aj?  My  father  knows  ho"^  We  live,  and  what 
we  want.  We  are  always  needy.  My  yonng  men  are  expecting 
something.  I  do  not  speak  for  myself;  bu^  I  must  adk  my  father 
to  take  compassion  on  those  who  have  followed  me,  &c.  We  ex- 
pect, from  what  our  great  father  said  to  us  at  the.  treaty  of  Fond 
du  Lac,  that  they  would  all  be  clothed  yearly." 

Ahkakanongwa  presented  a  note  from  Mr. .  Johnston,  Sub-, 
agent  at  La  Pointc,  recommending  him  as  ^'  a  peaceable  and  obedi- 
ent Indian."  He  requested  permission  to  be  allowed  to  take  a  keg 
of  whisky  inland  on  his  return,  and  to  have  a  permit  for  it  in 
writing.  I  asked  him  the  name  of  the  trader  who  had-  sold  him 
the  liqudi*,  and  who  had  8«n^  him  to  ask  this  permit. 

-  Wayoond's  widow  requested  provisions  to  enable  her  to  return 
to  her  country.     Granted. 

SOth.  Chcgud,  a  minor  chief  of  Tacquimenon  River,  embraced 
the  opportunity  presented  by  his  applying  for  food  for  his  family, 
to  add  so^e  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  School  promised  them 
at  the  signing  of  the  treaty  of  Fond  du  Lac.  He  was  desirous  of 
sending  three  of  his  children.  The  conduct  of  thi»  young  man  for 
several  years  '  past,  his  sobriety,  industry  in  hunting,  punctuality 
in  paying  debts  contracted  with  the  traders,  and  his  modest,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  manly  deportment,  have  attracted  general  notice. 
He  is  neat  in  his  dress,  wearing  a  capot,  like  the  Canada  French, 
is -emulous  of  the  good  will  of  white  men,  and. desirous  to  adopt,  in 
part,  their  mode  of  living,  and  have  his  children  educated.  I  in- 
formed him  that  the  United  States  Senate,  in  ratifying  the  treaty, 
had  struck  out  this  article  providing  for  a  school.  ^' 

SlsL  Shanegwunaibe,  a  visiting  Indian  from  the  sources  of 
Menomonie  River  of  Green  Bay,  stated  his  object  in  making  so  cir- 
cuitous a  journey.  (He  had  come  by  way  of  Miohilimackinac),  to 
visit  the  agency;  He  had  been  induced,  from  what  he  had  heard 
of  the  Lake  Superior  Indians,  to  expect  that  general  presents  of 
clothing  would  be  issued  to  all  the  Chippewas. 

"Nothing,"  observes  the  Suh-agent  at  La  Pointe,  "but  their 
wretchedness  could  induce  the  Indians  to  wander." 

Aug.  Sd,  Guclle  Plat  returned  from  his  visit  to  Michilimackinac  ; 
states  that  the  Agent  at  that  post  (Mr.  Boyd)  ^had  given  him  a 
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sheep,  but  had  referred  him  to  me,  when  speaking  on  the  subject 
of  presents,  &;c.,  saying  that  he  belonged  to  mj  agency. 

Finding  in  this  chief  a  degree  of  intelligence,  united  to  habits  of 
the  strictest  order  and  sobriety,  and  a  vein  of  reflection  i!i[hich  had 
enabled  him  to  observe  more  than  I  thought  he  appeared  anxious 
to  communicate,  I  invited  him  into  my  house,  and  drew  him  into 
coDTersation  on  the  state  of  the  trade,  and  the  condition  of  the 
Indians  at  Leech  Lake,  &c.  Ho  said  the  prices  of  goods  were  high, 
that  the  traders  were  rigorous,  and  that  there  were  some  practices 
vhich  he  could  wish  to  see  abolished,  not  so  much  for  his  own  sake,* 
as  for  the  sake  of  the  Indians  generally*;  that  the  traders  found  it 
for  their  interest  to  treat  him  and  the  principal  cldefs  well ;  that 
he  hunted  diligently,  and  supplied  himself  with  necessary  articles. 
Bat  the  generality  of  the  Indians  were  miserably  poor  and  were 
severely  dealt  by.  He  said,  the  last  thing  that  they  had  enjoii^ed 
npon  him,  on  leaving  Leech  Lake,  was  to  solicit  from  me  another 
trader.  He  had  not,  however,  deemed  it  proper  to  make  the  request 
in  public  council. 

He  states  that  the  Indians  are  compelled  to  sell  their  furs  to  one 
muy  and  to  take  what  he  pleases  to  give  them  in  return.  That 
the  trader  fixes  his  own  prices,  both  on  the  furs  and  on  the  goods 
he  gives  in  exchange.  The  Indians  have  no  choice  in  the  imitter. 
And  if  it  happens,  as  it  did  last  spring  (182S),  that  there  is  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  outfit  of  goods,  they  are  not  permitted  quietly  to  bring 
out  their  surplus  furs,  and  sell  them  to  wliom  they  please.  He 
says  that  he  saw  a  remarkable  instance  of  this  at  Point  au  PinSy 
on  his  way  out,  where  young  Holiday  drew  a  dirk  on  an  Indian 
on  refusing  to  let  him  take  a  pack  of  furs  from  his  canoe.  He  said, 
on  speaking  of  this  subject,  "I  wish  my  fatlier  to  take  away  the 
sword  that  liangs  over  us,  and  lot  us  bring  down  our  furs,  and  sell 
them  to  whom  we  please." 

Ue  says  that  he  killed  last  fall,  nearly  one  thousand  niiiskrats, 
thirteen  bears,  tw(?ntj'  martins,  twelve  fishi-rs.  Beavers  he  killed 
none,  as  they  were  all  killed  off  some  years  ago.  He  says,  that 
fifty  rats  are  exacted  for  cloth  for  a  coat  (tins  chief  wears  coats) 
the  same  for  a  three  point  blanket,  forty  for  a  two-and-a-half  point 
Wwiket,  one  hundred  for  a  Montreal  gun,  one  plus  for  a  gill  of 

*  lie  wad  flattered  and  pampered  by  them. 


802  PERSONAL  MBHOIRd. 

powder,  for  a  giH  of  shot,  or  for  tweitty-fire  bullets,  thirty  martins 
for  a  beaver  trap,  fifteen  for  a4'at  trap. 

Speaking  of  the  war,  which  has  been  so  long  waged  between  the 
Qiippewas  and  Sionx,  to  the  mtitual  detriment  of  both,  he  said  that 
it  had  originated  in  the  rival  pretensions  of  a  Sioux  and  Chippewa 
chief,  for  a  Sioux  woman,  and  that  various  causes  hac^  since  added 
fuel,  to  the  flame.  He  said  that,  in  this  long -war,  the  Chippewas 
had  been  gainers  of  territory,  that  they  w'ere  better  woodsmen  than 
the  Sioux,  and  were  able  to  stand  their  ground.  But  that  the  fear 
of  an  enemy  prevented  them  from  hunting  some  of  the  best  beaver 
land,  without  imminent  hazard.  He  had  himself,  in  the  course  of 
his  life,  been  a  member  of  twenty-fivfe  diflFerent  war  parties,  and 
had  escaped  without  even  a  wound,  though  on  one  occasion,  he  with 
three  companions,  was  compelled  to  cut  his  way  through  the  enemy, 
two  of  whom  were  slain. 

These  remarks  were  made  in  private  conversation.  Anxious  to 
secure  the  influence  and  good-will  of  a  ifian  so  respectable  both  for 
his  standing  and  his  understanding,  I  had  presented  him,  on  his 
previous  visit  (July  19),  with  the  President's  large  medal,  accompa- 
nied by  silver  wrist-'bahds,  gorget,  &c.,  silver  hat-band,  a  h&t  for  him- 
self and  son,  &c.  I  now  added  full  patterns  of  clothing  for  himself 
and  family,  kettles,  traps,  a  fine  rifle,  ammunition,  &c.,  and,  ob- 
serving his  attachment  for  dress  of  European  fashion,  ordered  an 
ample  cloak  of  plaid,  which  would,  in  point  of  warmth,  make  a  good 
substitute  for  the  blanket. 

On  a  visit  whicfh  he  made  to  Fort  Brady  on  the  following  "day, 
Dr.  Pitcher  presented  his  only  son,  a  fine  youth  of  sixteen,  a  gilt 
sword,  arid,  I  believe,  some  other  presents  weremade  by  the  ofiScers 
of  the  2d  Regiment. 

5t/i,  Issued  an  invoice  of  goods,  traps,  kettles,  &c.  to  the 
Indians,  who  were  assembled  in  front  of  the  office,  and  seated 
upon  the  green  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  proper  distribution.  I 
took  this  occasion  to  remind  them  of  the  interest  which  th^r  great 
father,  the  President,  constantly  took  in  their  welfare,  and  of  his 
ardent  desire  that  they  might  live  in  peace  and  friendship  with  each 
other,  and  with  their  ancient  enemies,  the  Sioux.  That  he  was 
desirous  to  see  them  increase  in  numbers,  as  well  as  prosperity,  to 
cultivate  the  arts  of  peace,  so  far  as  they  were  compatible  with  their 
present  condition  and  position,  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of 
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iDStnictioD,  and  to  abatain  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  that  they 
might  continue  to  live  upon  the  lands  of  their  forefathers,  and  in^ 
crease  in  all  good  knowledge.  I  told  them  they  must  consider  the 
presents,  that  had  now  been  distributed,  as  an  evidence  of  these 
feelings  and  sentiments  on  the  part  of  the  President,  who  expected 
that  they  would  be  ready  to  hearken  to  his  counsels,  &c. 

I  deemed  this  a  suitable  opportunity  to  reply  to  some  remarks 
that  had  fallen  from  .se^^eral  of  the  speakers,  in-  the  course  of  their 
Bommer  visits,  on  the  subject  of  the  stipulations  contained  in  the 
treaty  of  Fond  du  Lac,  and  informed  them  that  I  had  put  the  sub- 
stance of  their  remarks  into  the  shape  of  a  letter  to  tiie  department 
(see  Official  Let.,  Aug.  2d,  1828),  that  this  letter  would  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  President,  and  when  I  received  a  reply  it  should  be 
eommunicated  to  them. 

6ih,  Shingabowossin  and  his  band  called  to  take  leave  pre- 
TJous  to  their  setting  out  on  their  fall  hunts.  He  thanked  me  in 
behalf  of  all  the  Indians,  for  the  presents  distributed  to  them  yes- 
terday. 

Wayishkee  (the  First  Bom),  a  chief  of  the  home  band,  on 
eallbg  to  take  leave  for  the  season,  stated -that  he  had  been  dis- 
abled by  sickness  from  killing  many  animals  during  the  last  year, 
that  his  family  was  large,  and  that  he  felt  grateful  for  the  charity 
shown  to  his  children,  &c. 

This  chief  is  a  son  of  the  celebrated  war  chief  Waubodjccg  (tho 
White  Fisher),  who  died  at  La  Pointe  about  thirty  years  ago,  from 
whom  he  inherited  a  broad  wampum  belt  and  gorget,  delivered  to 
bis  grandfather  (also  a  noted  chief)  by  Sir  \Vm.  Johnson,  on  the 
taking  of  Fort  Niagara,  in  1759. 

The  allusion  made  to  his  family  recalled  to  my  mind  the  fact, 
that  he  has  had  twelve  children  by  one  wife,  nine  of  whom  are  now 
li?ing ;  a  proof  that  a  cold  climate  and  hardships  are  not  always 
Wiverse  to  the  increase  of  the  human  species. 

Tt/i.  Annamikens  made  a  speech,  in  which  he  expressed  himself 
^ery  favorably  of  our  government,  and  said  he  should  carry  back  a 
good  report  of  his  reception.  He  contrasted  some  things  very 
adroitly  with  the  practices  he  had  observed  at  Red  River,  Fort  AVil- 
li«n,and  Drummond*s  Island.  Deeming  it  proper  to  secure  the  influ- 
ence of  a  person^  who  stands  well  with  the  Indians  on  that  remote 
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frontier,  I  presented  him  a  medal  of  the  second  plass^accQmpaoymg 
it  by  some  presents  of  clothing,  &c.,  and  an  address  tat^e  delivered 
to  the  Chippewas,  at  the  sources  of  the  Mississippi,  in  which  I  re- 
ferred to  the  friendly  and  humane  disposition  of  our  government, 
its  desire  that  the  Indians  should  live  in  -  peace,  refraiu  from 
drink,  &c. 

Terns  Couvort,  in  a  short  speech,  expressed  himself  f&rorably 
towards  Annamikens,  corroborating  some  statementa  the  latter 
had  made. 

Chacopee  came  to  make  his  farewell  speech,  being  on  the  point 
of  embarking.  Ho  recommended  some  of  his  followers  to  my 
notice,  who  were  not  present  when  the  goo4s  were  distributed  on 
the  fifth  instant. '  He  again  referred  to  the  wants  and  wishes  of  the 
Indians  of  Snake  River,  who  lived  near  the  boundary  liiTes,  and. 
were  subject  to  the  incursions  of  the  Sioux.  Says  that  the  Sioux 
intrude  beyond  the  line  settled  at  the  Prairie,  &c.  Bequests  per- 
mission to  take  inland,  for  his  own  use,  two  kegs  of  whisky,  which 
had  been  presented  to  him  by  Mr.  Dingley  and  Mr.  Warren. 
[This  mode  of  evading  the  intercourse  act,  by  presenting  or  gelling 
liquor  on  territory  where  the  laws  of  Congress  do  not  operate, 
shifting  on  the  Indians  the  risk  and  responsibility  of  taking  it  in- 
land, is  a  new  phase  of  the  trade,  and  evince^  the  moral  ingenuity 
of  the  American  Fur  Company,  or  their  servants.} 

8th.  Uros^e  Quelle  stated  that,  as  he  was  nearly  ready  to  re- 
turn, he  wished  to  say  a  few  words,  to  which  he  hoped  I  woolf 
listen.     He  complained  of  the  hardness  of  times,  high  prices  ( 
goods,  and  poverty  of  the  Indians,  and  hoped  that  presents  wou 
be  givcir  to  them.*     He  alleged  thpse  causes  for  his  visit,  ai 
that  of  the  Sandy  Lake  Indians   generally.      Adverted  to  t 
outrage  committed  by  the  Sioux  at  St.  Peters,  and  to  the  tre; 
of  Prairie  du  Chien,  at  which  his  fathers  (alluding  to  Gen.  Cla 
and  Ciov.  Cass)  promised  to  punish  the  first  aggressors, 
quested  permission  to  take  in  some  whisky — presses  this  ,U 
and  says,  in  reply  to  objections,  that  ^^  Indians  die  whether 
drink  whisky  or  not."     He  presented  a  pipe  in  his  own  name 

*  By  visiting  Drummond'a  Island  contrary  to  instructions,  this  chif 
his  baud  had  excluded  themscIveB  from  the  distribution  made  on  the 
August. 
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anothep  in  the  names  of  the  two  young  chiefs  Wazhus-Kuk-Koon 
(Muskrat*8  Liver),  and  Nauganoah^  who  hoth  received  small  medals 
at  the  treaty  of  Fond  da  Lac  . 

Katewabeda,  having  announced  his   wish  to  speak  to  me  on 
the  6th  instant,  came  into  the  office  for  that  purpose.     He  took  a 
view  of  the  standing  his  family  had  maintained  among  the  Sandy 
Lake  Indians  from  an  early  day,  and  said  that  he  had  in  his  pos- 
session until  very  lately  a  French  flag,  which  had  been  presented 
to  some  of  his  anccstors^butliad  been  taken  to  exhibit  at  Montreal 
by  his  8on-in*law  (Mr.  Ermatinger,  an  English  trader  recently 
retired  firom  business).     He  had  received  a  muzinni'egun*  from 
Lieut.  Pike,  on  his  visit  to  Sandy  Lake,  in  1806,  btit  it  had  been 
lost  in  a  war  excursion  on  the  Mississippi.      He  concluded  by 
taking  a  permit  to  return  with  some  mdz.  and  liquor,  upon  the 
sale  of  which,  and  not  on  hunting,  he  depended  for  his  support,  f 
I  took  occasion  to  inform  him  that  I  had  been  well  acquainted 
trith  bis  standing,  character,  and  sentiments  from  the  time  of  my 
nrrival  in  the  country  in  the  capacity  of  an  agent ;  that  I  knew 
tim  to  be  friendly  to  the  traders  who  visited  the  Upper  Mississippi^ ' 
desirous  to  keep  the  Indians  at  peace,  and  not  less  desirous  to 
keep  up  friendly  relations  with  the  authorities  of  both  the  British 
aud  American  governments ;  but  that  I  also  very  well  knew  that 
irbaterer  political  influence  he  exerted,  was  not  exerted  to  instil 
into  the  minds  of  the  Indians  sentiments  favorable  to  our  system 
of  government,  or  to  make  them  feel  the  importance  of  making 
them  strictly  comply  with  the  American  intercourse  laws,  &c.     I 
referred  to  the  commencement  of   my  acquaintance  with  him, 
twenty  days  after  my  first  landing  at  St.  Mary's,  and  by  narrating 
facts,  and  naming  dates  and  particulars,  endeavored  to  convince 
him  that  I  had  not  been  an  indiflerent  observer  of  what  had  passed 
both  v:\thin  and  without  the  Indian  country.     I  also  referred  to 
recent  events  here,  to  which  I  attributed  an  application  to  trade, 
which  he  had  not  thought  proper  or  deemed  necessary  to  make  in 
prevhus  years. 

*  A  paper ;  any  written  or  printed  document. 

t  This  is  one  of  the  modern  modes  of  getting  goods  into  the  conntry  in 
GontraTention  of  law,  Mr.  Ermatinger  being  a  foreigner  trading  on  the  Cana- 
dian  side  of  the  river. 

20 
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I  concluded  by  telling  him  that  he  would  see  that  if  was  im* 
possible,  in  conformity  with  the  principles  I  acted  upon,  and  the 
respect  which  I  claimed  of  Indians  for  my  gQunsels,  to  grant  hia 
request. 

11th.  Guelle  Plat  came  to  take  leave  preparatory  to  his  re- 
turn. He  expressed  his  sense  of  the  kindness  and  respect  with 
which  he  had  been  treated,  and  intimated  his  intention  of  repeating 
his  visit  to  the  Agency  during  the  next  season,  should  his  health 
be  spared.  He  said,  in  the  course  of  conversation,  that  ^^  there 
was  one  thing  in  which  he  had  observed  a  great  difference  between 
the  practice  of  this  and  St.  Peter's  Agency.  Hiere  whisky  is 
given  out  in  abundance ;  here  I  see  it  is  your  practice  to  give 


V2th.  Invested  Oshkinahwa  (the  Young  Man  of  the  totem  of 
the  Loon  of  Leech  Lake),  with  a  medal. 

loth.  Issued  provisions  to  the  family  of  Eussepogoo,  a  Chippe- 
wvan  woman  from  Athabasca,  recently  settled  at  St.  Marv's.  It 
seems  the  name  by  which  this  remote  tribe  is  usually  known  is  of 
Chippewa  origin  (being  -a  corroption  of  Ojeegewyan^  a  fisher's 
skins  but  they  trace  no  Affinity  with  the  Chippewa  stock,  and  the 
language  is  radicaDy  diferent,  having  very  little  analogy  either  in 
its  structure  or  fNnb.  It  is  comparatively  harsh  and  barren, 
and  50  defective  aad  i»gue  in  its  application  that  it  even  seems 
qnesrlonable  winkir  nouns  and  verbs  have  number. 

1 VA.     Viawi  ij  the  Little  Pine  (Shingwaukonce),  the  leading 
chief  on  Ae  W**  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  S*-  Mary's,  a  shrewd  and  politic 
man,  wfc>  te  »*edj  »*  sundry  periods,  in  himself  the  offices  and 
iiduenwrf*'*^^'"®^'  *  P^^st,  or  Jossakeed,  and  a  civil  ruler. 
Tae  cifi»*f  P"'^'^^  presents  on  the  6th  had  evidehtly  led  to  his 
vi5it.  J****  ^^  ^^^  ^^*  pursued  the  policy  expected  from  him, 
'"  influence  reached  among  the  Chippewas  on  the  Ame- 
of  the  straits.     He-  made  a  speech  well  suited  to  his 
«d  glossed  off  with  some  fine  generalities,  avoiding  com- 
on  main  points  and  making  them  on  minor  ones,  con- 
^  with  a  string  of  wampum.     I  smoked  and  shook  hands 
flB,  and  accepted  his  tenders  of  friendship  by  re-pledging 
l^pe,  but  narrowed  his  visit  to  official  proprieties,  and  refused 
^wampum. 
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22d,  Ma^anikwa,  or  the  Wampum-hair j  renewed  his  visits 
gSLTB  me  fmother  opportnnitj  to  remember  his- humane  act  in  the 
spring,  and  had  hia-  clums  on  this  score  allowed.  The  Indians 
never  fotget  a  good  act  done  by  them,  and  we  should  not  permit 
them  to  surpass  us  in  this  respect. 
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CHAPTER   XXXII. 

Natural  history  of  the  north-west— Northern  soology — Fox — Owl — ^Reindeer 
— A  dastardly  attempt  at  murder  by  a  soldier — Lawless  spread  of  the 
population  oC  northern  Illinois  over  the  Winnebago  land-^Xew  -YotjE 
Lyceum  of  Natural  History — U.  S.  Ex.  Ex. — ^Fiscal  embarrasmnents'in  the 
Department —'Medical  cause  of  Indian  depopulation  —  Remarks  of  Dr. 
Pitcher— Erroneous  impressions  of  the  Indian  character — Reviews — ^Death 
of  John  Johnston,  Esq. 

1828.  Jtilt/Hth.  The  ardor  with  which  I  thought  it  t)roper  to 
address  myself  to  the  Indian  duties  of  my  office,  did  not  indued 
me,  by  any  means,  to  neglect  my  correspondence  or  the  claims  of 
visitors  to  Elmwood. 

This  day  Lt,  Col.  Lindsay  and  Capt.  Spotts,  U.  S.  A.,  being  on 
court  martial  duty  at  Fort  Brady,  paid  their  respects  to  me,  and 
the  Col.  expressed  his  pleasure  and  surprise  at  the  taste,  order, 
and  disposition  of  the  grounds  and  the  Ageucy. 

Nor  did  the  official  duties  of  my  position  interfei^e  with  the 
investigation  of  the  natural  history  of  the  country. 

A  large  box  of  stuffed  birds  and  quadrupeds,  containing  twenty- 
three  specimens  of  various  species,  was  sent  to  the  Lyceum  of  Na- 
tural History  at  New  York,  in  the  month  of  April.  Mr.  William 
Cooper  writes,  under  this  date,  that  they  have  been  received  and 
examined.  *^  The  lynx  appears  to  be  the  northern  species,  different 
from  that  common  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  very  rarely  seen 
here  even  in  the  public  collections.  Several  of  the  birds,  also,  I  had 
never  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  before.  The  spruce  par- 
tridge, Tetrx  Canadensis^  is  very  rare  in  the  United  States. 
There  is  no  other  species  in  this  city  besides  yours.  It  was  en- 
tirely unknown  to  Wilson ;  but  it  is  to  appear  in  the  third  vol.  of 
Bonaparte's  continuation  of  Wilson,  to  be  published  in  the  ensuing 
autumn.  The  circumstance  of  its  being  found  in  the  Michigan 
Territory,  is  interesting  on  account  of  the  few  localities  in  which 


tuislMhM.fcae&feiiiidiirmir  boiiD^^  !Fhe  tbree-toed  wopd- 
pednr,  .PfttiW  i^tfM^iiM^  was  equllj^  ilqloiown  to  iWBwm»  ^nd 
^t^  Mooiid  Vidijtw  tf <^  1^  be  isQved,  ooptuni ' 

-^  tbgant  figiire  «b4  Ufltoijr  of  thb  bird,  which  .alsa  iBh'abito  th^ 
-north  ;of  Knrope  i^  Aaii,    Tbe  other  birdB  and  qnadrupedcr-  of  ' 
~ywr  eoHeetioii^  though  better  knowsy  -were  v^ry  interestiiig^  as 
affording,  matenab  for  the  hiaterj  of  their  geographical  diBtribtk-^ 
tia^  aralgeat  now  beoome  ezteedingly  intet^ting.    The  plover 
of  the  plain  is  the  tmmstoney  ti^repinlui  interpru. 
'  /'I^ie  jargiD  fish  is  one  fif^  the  genus  Amia^  and  Dr.^J>e}SAj  is 
indined  to.tbiDkit  different  £roin  the^'Jl.  ^cqloa  found,  in  ov. 
^4»tkaen  ntm^  but  of  much .  smaller  sise.    The  Aortqises  belong 
tko  dih|e  speeiesy.yia.^  T.  $c(Araj  .T.  pHaOy  taad  !F.  Merpentina.  ■  It 
^Ihi  first iafinniation  I. have  obtsiined  of  their  inhabitbg'so  far 
:3fco  the  north-w^rt.  '  ^lere  are  abo  others  foimd  in  ypnr  vieiAity, 
^^riddi,  if  it  wonld  not  be  asking  too  mdch,  I  should  be  mtiidir 
^^pJffssed  if  yon itonld  obtain  for  thy Lycemn."  '  ^  \    :' 

-^Ihope  yon  will  ezonse  nie,  if  I  takef  Uie  liberty  to  reconupenil  > 
^^M)  yim^i'to  mrect  yoidr  obsiervation  mote  particalarly.tothos^  birds 
^^rhieh  come  to  yon  in  winter,  frotn  ihe  north,  or  in  any  direetiiui 
'l>eyOnd  the  United  l^kates  teridtory.  '  Zt'is  amongrihese 
ypn  may  expect  to  find  specimens  neW.  to  onr  ornithology. 
''The  beantifnl  JV:^!!^?^!,  which  yon  sent.td  ns  a  fSQwyefuri 
Vlince,  is  figured  and  -  described  fh>m  yo^  specimen,  and  in.an  ele- 
gant manner,  in  the  ;vola9ie  jtist  about  to  be  pubtished  of  Bona:- 
-^ortjB's  work.'*  ^       . 

Hr^  G.  Johnston  of  La  Points,  Lake  Superior,  writes:'^'  Since 
-^  had  the  honor  of  deceiving  a  printed  letter  from  the  Lycetun 
"^Katnral  History,  I  have  been  enabled  to  procure,  at  this  pli^e, 
*^wo  spacunens  of  the  jumping  inouse.- 

^^.Tb»  Ustory  the  Indians  give  of  its  habits  is  as  follows:  It 
VuoTows  und€|r  ground,  and- in  summer  lives  on  the.  bark  of  small 
^^ees.  fi  provides  and  lays  up  a  storey  of  corn,  nuts/  &c.,  for 
"Printer  consumption.  It  also  climbs  and  lives  in  hollow  parts  of 
"^^ees.  It  is  also-  .possessed  of  a  carnivorous  habit,  it  being  pecn-. 
*i*rly  fond  of  btlrrowing  in  old  burying  places,  where  it  lives,  prin- 
^pally  on  the  c6rpse.^    It  i^  never  seen  in  winter/* 

There  is  isomething  in  the  northern  zoology  besides  the  deier* 
^instion  of  Species,  which  denotes  a  very  minute  care  in  prepare 
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ing  animals  for  the  particular  latitodos  tlie  several  species  are 
designed  for,  by  protecting  the  legs  ifthd  feet  against  the  power  of 
intense  cold.  And  the  dispersion  and  migration  of  J^irds  and 
quadrupeds  are  thus  confined  to  general  boundaries.  The  fox,  in 
high  northern  latitudes,  is  perfectly  white  except  the  nose  and  tips 
of  the  ears,  which  are  black,  and  the  hair  extends  so  as  to  cover 
its  nails.  The  various  kinds  of  owls,  and  the  Canada  jay,  which 
winter  in  these  latitudes,  have  a  feathery,  half-hairy  protection  to 
the  toes.  The  American  species  of  the  reindeer,  which  under  the 
.name  of  cariboo,  inhabits  the  country  around  the  foot;  of  Lake 
Superior,  has  its  hoof, split  in  such  a  manner  that  it,  in  fact,  serves 
as  a'  kind  of  snow  shoe,  spreading  quite  thin  over  about  forty 
superficial  inches,  which  entibles  it  to  walk  on  the  crusted  snow/ 

29th.  Dr.  William  Augustus  Ficklin,  of  Louisiana  (Jackson), 
recalls  my  attentibn  to  the  U.  S.  Exploring  Expedition,  the  pro- 
gramme of  which  embraces  my  name.  "  You  w,ill  want  a  physician 
and  surgeon  attached  to  the  expedition.  Is  the  place  yet  filled?" 
My  acquaintance  with  this  young  gentleman,  then  a  lad  at  his 
father's  house,  in  Missouri,  recalls  many  pleasing  recollections, 
which  gives  me  every  inducement  to  favor  his  wishes. 

August  2d.  Mr.  Robert  Irwin,  Junr.,  of  Green  Bay,  writes  that 
a  most  diabolical  attenfipt  was  recently  made  ut  that  place,  a  few 
days  ago,  to  take  the  life  of  Maj.  Twiggs,  by  a  corporal  belonging 
to  his  command.     The  circumstances  were  briefly  these  :    About 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  major  had  retired  to  his  rootn  to 
repose  himself.      Soon  after  .the  corporal  entered  the  room  bo 
secretly  that  he  presented  a  loaded  musket  within  a  few  inches  of 
bis  head,  and,  as  Providence  would  have  it,  the  gun  missed  fire. 
The  noise  awoke  the  major,  who  involuntarily  seized  the  muzzle, 
and,  while  looking  the  fellow  full  in  the  face,  he  cocked  the  gun 
and  again  snapped  it;  but  it  missed  fire  the  second- time.     With 
that  the  major  sprang  up  in  bed  and  wrenched  the  gun  out  of  the   a 
assassin's  hands,  and  with  the  breech  knocked  the  fellow  down,    , 
frs^cturing  his  skull-  so  much  that  his  life  was  for  many  days  de — 
spaired  of. 

Ml.  Gov.  Cass,  wI>o  has  proceeded  to  Green  Bay  as  a  Commis — 
sioner  for  treating  with  the  Indians,  writes  :  '^  I  am  waiting 
very  impatiently  for  arrivals  from   the   Indian   country.      Bu 
nothing  comes,  as  yet,  except  proof  stronger  and  stronger  of  th 
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injastice  done  to  th^  Winnebagoes  by  the  actual  seizure  of  their 
country."  To  repress  this  spirit  of  the  people  of  northern  Illinois, 
much  time  and  negotiation  was  required.  By  his  knowledge  of 
the  Indian  and  frontier  character,  an  arrangement  w(is  at  length 
concluded  for  the  occupation  of  the  Bock  Rivet  and  Galena 
country. 

2Sd.  An  official  n  letter  of  the  New  York  Lyceum  of  Natural 

History  expresses  their  thanks  for  recent  donations.     Dr.  Van 

Xlensselaer  says:    "Your  birds,  reptiles,  and-  quadrupeds  have 

leen  most  graciously  received*      *     *      The  expedition  to  the 

South  Seas  (heretofore  noticed  in  this  journal)  will  afford  a  field 

&r  bome  naturalist  to  Iab(H:  in.      Dr.  Dekay  intends  to  apply  for 

'the  situation.     We  are  at  present  engaged  in  drawing  up  some 

instructions  for  the  naturalist  (whoever  he  may  be),  which  we  shall 

3and  t6  Mr.  Southard,  who  Is  now  here  and  has  requested  it. 

nYe  trust  .the  expedition  will  add  something  to  our  knowledge  as 

"well  as  to  0^  pecuniary  wealth." 

27.^/4.  Fi9caL — Something  has  been  out  of  kelter  at  Washington 
these  two  years  with  regard  to  the  rigid  application  of  appropria- 
tions, at  least  in  the  Indian  Department.  We  hiave  been  literally 
without  money,  and  issuing  paper  to  public  creditors  and  em- 
ployees. Surely  a  government  that  collects  its  own  revenues 
should  never  want  funds  to  pay  its  agents  and  officers. 

Mr.  Trowbridge  writes :  "  The  money  pressure  is  nearly  or 
quite  over  in  New  York,  but  we  feel  it  here  in  a  dreadful  degree. 
The  wttnt  of  public  disbursements  this  year,  upon  which  we  have 
always  rested  our  hopes  with  so  much  confidence,  added  to  the 
over-introduction  of  goods  for  a  year  or  two  past,  has  produced 
this  state  of  things,  and  I  sometimes  think  that  there  will  be  no 
great  improvement  in  this  generation." 

,  29f  A.  Medical  Causes  of  Depopulation. — The  causes  of  Indian 
depopulation  are  wars,  the  want  of  abundance  of  food,  intemper- 
ance, and  idleness.  Dr.  Pitcher,  in  a  letter  of  this  date,  says :  '^  In 
your  note  (to  'Sanillac')  on  the  subject  of  the  diminution  in  numr 
bers  of  our  aboriginal  neighbors,  you  have  seized  upon  the  most 
'conspicuous,  and,  during  their  continuance,  the  most  fatal  causes 
of  their  decline.  •  With  the  small-pox  you  might,  however,  asso- 
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■       1 

dato  th6  measles,  which,  in  consequence  of  their  manner  of  treating 
the  fever  preceding  the  eruption,  yi?.,  tbo  use  of  vapor  and  cold 
baths  combined,  most  commonly  tends  to  a  mortal  termination. 
To  these  two  evils,  propagated  by  the  diffusion  bf  a -specific  viruB, 
may  be  added  the  prevalence  of  general  epidemics,  such  as  infla- 
enza,  &c.,  whose  virulence  expends  its  force  without  restraint 
upon  the  Indians.  They  are  not  (as  you  are  aware)  a  people  "who 
draw  much  instruction  from  the  school  of  experience,  particularly 
in  the  department  of  medicine,  and,  when  by  the  side  of  this  fact 
you  place  the  protean  forms  which  the  diseases  of  epidemic;  sea- 
sons sbssume,  the  inference  must  follow  that  multitudes  of  them 
perish  where  the  civilized  man  would  escape  (of  which  I  could 
furnish  examples). 

^'It  is  the  province  of  the  science  of  medicine  to  preserve  to 
society  its  feeble  and  invalid  members,  which,  notwithstanding  the  . 
war  it  wages  upon  the  principle  of  politiclil  economists,  augments 
considerably  the  sum  of  human  life.  Tlje  victims  of  the  diseases 
of  civilization  do  not  balance  the  casualties,  &c.  of  a  ruder  state 
of  society,  as  may  be  seen  by  inspecting  the  tables  of  th^  rates  of 
mortality  for  a  tentury  past.  .. 

"  I  will  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  improving  this  oppor- 
tunity for  setting  the  public  right  on  one  point,  and  that  is  the 
effects  of  aboriginal  manners  upon  the  physical  character.  For 
my  part,  I  have  long  since  ceased  to  believe  that  they  are  indebted 
to  their  mode  of  life  for  the  vigor,  as  a  race,  which  they  exhibit, 
but  that  the  naturally  feeble,  are  destroyed  by  the  vicissi^tudes  to 
which  they  are  exposed,  and  which,  in  part,  gives  them  an  appear- 
ance, hardy  and  athletic,  above  their  civilized  neighbors." 

Erroneous  impressions  of  Indians.-r-Meij,  Whiting,  of  Detroit, 
says  (27th  inst.) :  ''  I  dare  say  I  may  find  many  things  which  will 
suit  our  purposes  well.  Something  new  and  genuine  is  what 
we  want,  and  the  spurce  gives  assurance  these  things  all  bear  that 
character.  It  is  time  the  public  should  know  that  neither  ladies 
nor  gentlemen  who  have  never  crossed  the  lakes,  or  the  Alleghany, 
can  have  any  but  vague  ideas  of  the  children  of  the  forest.  An 
Indian  might  not  succeed  well  in  portraying  life  in  New  York, 
because  he  does  not  read  much,  and  would  have  to  trust  pretty^ 
much,  if  not  altogether,  to  imagination ;  but  his  task  would  differ 
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^Hlj  in  degree  from  that  of  the  literary  pretender  who  has 

^erer  traveled  West  beyond  the  march  of  fresh  oysters  (though 

^y  the  way,  these  "have  been  seen  in  Detroit),  and  yet  thinks 

^c  can  penetrate  the  shadows  and  darkness  of  the  wilderness. 

-P&ey  pat  a  «hatchet  in  his  hand,  and  stick  a  feather  in  his  cap, 

^nd  call  him  ^Nitche  Nawba.'      If  I  recollect  right,  in  Yamoy- 

^en  a  sonp  was  made  of  some  white  children.     Indians  haVe  not 

l>een  over  dainty  at  times,  and  no  doubt  have  done  worse  things ; 

tint  on  such  occasions  their  mod%L%  operandi  was  not  likely  to  be 

HO  much  in  accordancie  with  the  precepts  of  Madam  Glass." 

Reviews. — ^^  I  read  over  your  last  article  in  the  N.  A.,  and 
thought  it  had  rather  lesti  point  and  connection  than  you  had  pro- 
lably  given  it ;  but  it  still  has  much  to  recommend  it.  The 
remarks  on  language  were  more  intelligible  to  me  than  any  I  have 
lefore  seen,  and  have  ^ven  me  many  clues  which  I  have  A'ainly 
-  eought  for  in  preceding  dissertations  of  the  kind/' 

Sept.  22(2.  This  day  the  patriarch  of  the  place,.  John  Johnston, 

JEsq.,  breathed  his  last.     He  had  attained'  the  age  of  sixty-six. 

Jl  native  of  the  county  of  Antrim,  in  the  north  of  Ireland ;  a 

xesident  for  some  thirty-eight  years  of  this  frontier ;  a  gentlen^an 

in  manners ;  a  merchant,  in  chief,  in  the  hazardous  fur  trade ;  a 

man  of  high  social  feelings  and  refinements ;  a  cotomporary  of  the 

long  list  of  men  eminent  in  that  department ;  a  man  allied  to 

Vishops  and  nobles  at  home;  connected  in  marriage  with  a  cele- 

T)rated  Chippewa  family  of  Algonquins ;  he  was  another  Rolfe,  in 

lact,  in   his  position  between  the  Anglo-Saxon  and  the  Indian 

Jaces;  his  life  and  death  afford  subjects  for  remark  which  are  of 

itlie  deepest  interest,  and  would  justify  a  biography,  not  a  mere 

*3otice.     I  wrote  a  brief  sketch  for  the  New  Yark  Albion^  and 

transmitted  copies  of  the  paper  to  some  of  his  connections  in 

^^eland. 

His  coming  out  from  that  country  was  during  the  first  prcsi- 

«eticy  of  Washington,  and  a  few  years  before  the  breaking  out  of 

5^^o  Irish  Rebellion.     He  had  a  deep  sense  of  Ks  country's  in- 

J  ^i*ies,  and  of  the  effect  of  the  laws  which  pressed  so  heavily  on 

^^^  energies,  political  and  commercial ;  but  was  entirely  loyal,  and 

intaincd  the  highest  tone  of  loyalism  in  argument.     He  saw 
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deeply  tho  evils,  but  not  th6  remedy,  which  he  thought  to  lay 
rathei:  in.  future  and  peaceful  developments. 

He  suffered  greatly  and  unjustly  in  the  war  of  1812,  in  which 
his  place  was  pillaged  by  the  American  troops,  and  some  forty 
thousand  dollars  of  his  private  property  destroyed,  contrary  to  the 
instructions  of  the  American  commandant.  Low-minded  persons 
"who  had  been  in  his  service  as  qlerks,  and  disliked  his  pretensions 
to  aristocracy,  were  the  cause  of  this,  and  piloted  the  detachment 
up  the  river.  He  was,  however,  in  nowise  connected  with  the 
North-west  Company ,  fiE^r  less  "  one  of  its  agents."  He  was  a  civil 
magistrate  under  Gov.-Gen.  Prevost,  and  was  honestly  attached  to 
the  British  cause,  and  he  had  never  accepted  any  office  or  offers 

from  the  American  government.   The  Canadian  British  authorities 

•  ■  • 

did  not,  however,  compensate  him  for  his  losses,  on  the  ground  of 
his  living  over  the  lines,  at  a  time,  too,  when  Gen.  Brock  had  taken 
the  country  and  assumed  the  functions  of  civil  and  military  gover- 
nor over  all  Michigan.  The  American  Congress  did  not  acknowr 
ledge  the  obligation  to  sustain  the  orders  to  respect  private  property, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  reporting  that  the  ac- 
tors ^^ might  be  prosecuted,"  and  the  old  gentleman's  last  years 
were  tht^  embittered,  and  he  wont  down  to  the  grave  the  victim  of 
double  misconceptions— leaving  to  a  large  family  of  the  Indo-Irish 
stock  little  beyoijd  an  honorable  and  unspotted  name. 
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CHAPTI^R    XXXIil. 

Treaty  of  St '  Joseph — Tantier — ^Yisita  of  tbie  Indians  in  distress — Letters 
from  the  civilized  world — Indian  code  projected— -Cause  of  Indian  suffering 
— rXbe  Indian  cause — Estimation  of  the  character  of  Uie  late  Mr.  Johnston 
^— Autolwography — Historical  Society  ot  Michigan — Fiscal  embarr^Bments 
of  the  hidian  Department. 

1828,  Tanner  was  a  singular  being-:— out  of  humor  with  the 
world,  speaking  ill  o{  everybody,  suspicious  of  every  human  action, 
a  very  savage  in  his  feelings,  reasonings,  and  philosophy  of  Hfe^ 
and  yet  exciting  commiseration  by  the. very  isolation  of  his  posi- 
tion. He  had  been  stolen  by  the  Indians  in  the  Ohio  Valley  "when 
a  mere  boy,  during  the  marauding  forays  which  they  waged 
against  the  frontiers, about  1777.  He  was  not  then,  perhaps, 
over  seven  years. of  age — so  young,  indeed^  as  to  have  forgot- 
ten, to  a  great  degree,  names  and  dates.  His  captors  were  Saga- 
2)aw  Chippewas,  among  whom  ^e  learned  the  language,  manne^rs 
A0d  customs,  and  superstitions  of  the  Indians.  They  passed  him 
qxj,  after  a  time,  to  the  Ottowas  of  L'Arbre  Croche,  near  Macki- 
nac, Among  whom  he  became  settled  in  his  pronunciation  of 
ibe  Ottowa  dialect  of  the  great  Algonquin  family.  Sy  this  tribe, 
^ho  were  probably  fearful  a  captive  among  fhem  would  be  re- 
claimed after  Wayne's  war  and  the  defeat  of  the  combined  In- 
dians on  the  Miami  of  the  Lakejs,  he  was  transferred  to  kindred 
tribes  far  in  the  north-west.  He  appears  to  have  grown  to  man- 
hood and  learned  the  arts  of  hunting  and  the  wild  magic  iiotiond 
of  the  Indians  on  the  Red  River  of  the  North,  in  the  territory  of 
Hudson's  Bay.  Lord  Selkirk,  in  the  course  of  his  difllculties  with 
the  North-west  Company,  appears  to  have  firist  learned  pf  his  early 
captivity. 

He  came  out  to  Mackinac  with  the  traders  about  1825,  and 
went  to  find  his  relatives  in  Kentucky,  with  whom,  however,  ho 
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could  not  long  Uve.  His  habits  were  now  so  inVeterately  savage 
that  he  could  not  tolerate  civilization.  He  came' bade  to  the 
frontiers  and  obtained  an  interpretership  at  tlie  U.  S.  Agency  at 
Mackinac.  The  elements  of  his  mind  were,  however,  n^orose, 
sour,  suspicious,  antisocial,  revengeful,  and  bad.  In  a  short  time 
he  was  out  with  everybody.  He  caused  to  be  written  to  me  a 
piteous  letter.  Dr.  Ja,mes,  who  was  post  surgeon  at  the  place, 
conceived  that  his  narrative  would  fortn  a  popular  introduction  to 
his  observations  on  some  points  of  the  Indian  character  and  cus- 
toms, which  was  the  origin  of  a  volume  that  was  some  years  after- 
wards given  to  the  public. 

A  note  he  brought  me  in  1828,  from  a  high  source,  procured  him  . 
my  notice.  I  felt  interested  in  his  history,  received  him  in  a  friend- 
ly manner,  andgave  him  the  place  of  interpreter.  He  entered  on 
the  duties  faithfully,  but  with  the  dignity  arid  reserve  of  an  Indian 
chief.  He  had  so  long  looked  on  the  dark  side  of  human  nature 
that  he  seldom  or  never  smiled.  He  considered  everybody  an  exi»> 
^  my.  His  view  of  the  state  of  Indian  society  in  the  wilderness  madi 
it  a  perfect  hell.  They  were ,  thieves  and  murderers.;  No  one  from' 
the  interior  agreed  with  him  in  this.  The  traders,  who  called  him 
a  bad  man,  represent  the  Indians  as  social  when  removed  from  the 
face  of  white  men,  and  capable  of  noble  and  generous  acts.  He 
was,  evidently,  his  own  judge  and  his  own  avenger  in  every  question.. 
■  I  drew  out  of  him  some  information  of  the  Indian  superstitions, 
and  he  was  well  acquainted  practically  with  the  species  of  animals 
a^d  birds  in  the  nothern  latitudes. 

80f  A.  A  letter  informs  me  that  a  treaty  has  jiist  been  concluded 
with  the  Potawattomies  of  St.  Joseph's,  who  cede  to  the  United 
States  about  a  million  and  a  half  acres,  comprising  the  balance  of 
their  lands  in  Michigan.  I  received,  at  the  same  time,  a  few  lines 
from  Gen.  Cass,  speaking  a  word  for  the  captive,  John  Tanner, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  suggest  his  employment  as  an  interpre- 
ter in  the  Indian  Department.* 

*  This  man  served  a  sho^  time,  bdt  tomed  out,  for  eighteen  years,  to  be 
the  pest  of  that  settlement,  being  a  remarkably  suBpicious,  lying,  bad-minded 
man,  having  lost  every  virtue  of  the  white  man,  and[  accumulated  every  vice 
of  the  Indian.  He  became  more  and  more  morose  and  sour  because  {he 
world  would  not  support  him  in  idleness,  and  went  about  half  oraied,  ib. 
which  'state  he  hid  himself  one  day,  in  1836,  in  the  bushes,  and  shot  aniL 
killed  my  brother,  James  L.  Schoolcrafl.    He  then  fled  back  to  the  Indians, 
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October  31«^  The  Indian  visits,  from  remote  bands,  which  were 
ver J- remarkable  this  year,  continued  through  the  entire  month  of 
'^^gust,  and  beyond  the  date  at  which  I  dropped  the  notices  of 
^hein,  during  September,  when  they  were  reduced,  as  party  after 
party  returned  to  -the  interior,  to  the  calls  of  the  ordinary  bands 
living  about  thepost^  and,  at  furthest,  to  the  foot  of  Lake  Superior 
Vid  the  valley  and  straits  of  the  St.  Mary's.     With  them,  or 
father  before  them,  went  the  traders  with  their  new  outfits,  and 
^^tiniies,  chiefly  from  Michilimackinac.      As  one    after    another 
departed,  there  was  less  need  of  that  vigilance, '''  by  night  and  by 
day,"  to  see  that  none  of  the  latter  class  went  without  due  license;' 
that  the   foreign  boatmen  on  their  descriptive  lists  were  duly 
l>onded  for ;  that  no  '^  freedmen''  slipped  in  ;  and  thi^t  no  ardpnt 
spirits  were  taken  in  contrary  to  law.     Gradually  my  pu()lic  duties 
"^erc  thus  narrowed  down  to  the  benevolent  wants  of  the  bands 
tiiat  were  immed^tely  around  me,  to  seeing  that  the  mechanics 
employed  by  the  xfepartment  did  their  duties,  and  to  keeping  the 
office  at  Washiilgton  duly  informed  of  the  occurrences  and  inci- 
dents belonging  to  Indian  affairs.     All  iJiis,  after  the  close  of 
aumnicr,  requires  but  a  small  portion  of  a  man's  time,  and  as 
"winter,  which  begins  here  the  first  of  November,  approached,  I 
felt  impelled  to  devote  a  larger  share  of  attention  to  subjects  of 
research  or  literary  amusement.     I  missed  two  men  in  plunging 
into  the  leisure  hours  of  my  seventh  winter  (omitting  1825),  in  this 
latitude,  namely,  Mr.  Johnston,  whose  conversation  and  social 
sympathies  were  always  felt,  and  Dr.  Pitcher,  whose  tastes  for 
natural  science  and  general  knowledge  rendered  him  a  valuable 
visitor. 

Letters  from  the  civilized  world  tended  to  keep  alive  the  general 
sympathies,  which  none  more  appreciate  than  those  who  are  shut 
'^tttfrom  its  circles.  Mr.  Edward  Everett  (Oct.  6th)  communicates 
liis  sentiments  favorably,  respecting  the  preparation  of  an  article 
for  the  Nortit  American  Review.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Cadle  (Oct.  7th) 
^ndd  a  package  of  Bibles  and  Prayer  Books  for  distribution  among 


has  not  been  caught.    The  musket  with  which  this  nefarious  act  was 

^(^ne,  is  said  to  have  been  loaned  to  him  from  the  guard-house  at  Fort  Brady. 

Dr.  fiagg  pronounced  the  ball  an  ounce-ball,  pueh  as  is  employed  in  the  U. 

&  service.    The  wad  was  the  torn  leaf  of  a  hymn  book.    It  was  extensively 

Rpoited  by  the  diurnal  press,  that  I  had  been  the  victim  of  this  unprovoked 

perfidy. 
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tbe  soldiers,  which  he  entrusts  to  Mrs.  S*.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Wells, 
of  Detroit,  writes  of  some  temporality.  Mr.  Trowbridge  keeps  me 
advised  respecting  the  all  importaut  and  growing  importanqe  of  the 
department's  fiscal  affairs. 

The  author  of  '^  Sanillac'*  (Oct.  8th)  acknowledges  the  receptioa 
and  reading  of  my  ^^ Notes/'  with  which  he  ej^presses  himself 
pleased.  The  head  of  the  Indian  office  writes,  *'  The-plan  has  beea 
adopted  of  compiling  a  code  of  regulations  for  the  Indian  inter- 
course during  the  winter.  For  this  duty,  Gen.  Clarke,  of  St. 
Louis,  and  (jen.  Cass,  of  Detroit,  have  been  selected."  Such  were 
some  of  the  extraneous  subjects  which  the  month  of  October  brought 
from  without.  .       ' 

The  month  of  November  was  not  without  some  incidents  of  in- 
terest. From  the  first  to  the  fifteenth,  a  number  of  Indian  familiea 
applied  for  food,  under  circumstances  speaking  loudly  in  their  favor. 
The  misfortune  is,  that  these  poor  creatures  are  induced  to  part 
with  everything  for  the  means  of  gratifying  their  passion  for  drink, 
and  then  lingering  around  the  settlementB  as  long  as  charity  offers 
to  supply  their  daily  wants.  The  usual  term  of  application  for  this 
class  is,  Kittemaugizzii  or  Nim  bukkudda,  I  am  in  want,  or  I  am 
hungry.  By  making  my  office  a  study,  I  am  always  found  in  the 
place  of  public  duty,  and  the  latter  is  only,  in  fact,  a  temporary 
relief  from  literary  labor.  I  liave  often  been  asked  how  I  support 
solitude  in  the  wilderness.  Here  is  the  answer :  the  wilderness  and 
the  busy  dty  are  alike  to  him.  who  derives  his  amusements  from 
mental  employment. 

Nov.  1th.  The  Indian  Cause. — In  a  letter  of  this  date  from  Mr. 
J..D.  Stevens,  of  the  Mission  of  Michilimackiuac,  he  suggests  a 
colony  to  be  formed  at  some  point  in  the  Chippeway  country  of 
Lake  Superior,  and  inquires  whether  government  will  not  patronize 
such  an  effort  to  reclaim  this  stock.  The  Indian  is,  in  every  view, 
entitled  to  sympathy.  The  misfortune  with  the  race  is,  that,  seated 
on  the  skirts  of  the  domain  of  a  popular  government,  they  have  no 
vote  to  give.  They  arc  politically  a  nonentity.  The  moral  and 
benevolent  powers  of  our  system  are  with  the  people.  Govern- 
ment has  nothing  to  do  with  them.  The  whole  Indian  race  is  not,  m 
the  political  scales,  worth  one  wiiite  man's  vote.  Here  is  the  dif- 
ficulty in  any  benevolent  scheme.  K  the  Indian  were  raised  tQ  the 
right  of  giving  his  suffrage,  a  plenty  of  politicians,  on  the  frontiers, 
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^uld  enter  into  plana  to  better  him.   Now  the  subject  drags  along- 

*s  an  incnbus  on  Congress.     Legislation  for  them  is  only  taken  up 

OH  a  pinch.     It  is  a  mere  expedient  to  get  along  with  the  subject; 

it  is  ta,ken  up  unwillingly^  and  dropped  in  a  hurry.     This  is  the 

Xndian  system.     Nobody  knows  really  what  to  do,  and  those  who 

liave  more  information  are  deemed  to  be  a  little  moon-struck. 

18th.  EsTiMATioH  OP  Mr.  Johnston. — Gov.  Cass  writes  from 
"Washington : "  Mr.  Johnston's  death  is  an  event  I  sincerely  deplore, 
stud  one  upon  which  I  tender  my  condolements  to  the  family.     Ho 
'^vas  really  ho  common  inan.     To  preserve  the  manners  of  a  perfect 
gentleman,  and  the  intelligence  and  information  of  a  well-edueated 
man,  in  the  dreary  wastes  around  him,  and  in  his  seclusion  from 
a.U  sooiety  biit  that  of  his  own  family,  required  a  vigor  and  elasti- 
city of  mind  rarely  to  be  found." 

New  In'dian  Code. — The  loose  and  fragmentary  character  of  the 

Indian  code  has,  at  length,  arrested  attention  at  Washington,  and 

led  to  some  attempts  to  consolidate  it.  A  correspondent  writes  (Nov. 

18th):-  **  (Jen.  Clarke  has  not  yet  arrived,  but  is  expected  daily. 

Xsi  the  meantime,  I  have  prepared  an  analysis  of  the  subject,  wliich 

tiasbeen  approved  by  the  department,  and,  on  the  arrival  of  (Jen. 

Clarke,  we  shall  be  prepared  to  proceed  to  the  compilation  of  our 

^2ode,  which,  I  do  hope,  will  put  things  in  a  better  situation  for  all." 

The  derangements  in  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  Indian  department 

sreinthe  extreme.     One  would  think  that  appropriations  had  been 

landled  with  a  pitchfork.     A  correspondent  writes :  "  For  1827, 

^e  were  promised  ?48,000,  and  received  §30,000.     For  1828,  we 

^ere  promised  §40,000,  and  have  received  $25,000 ;  and,  besides 

these  promises,  were  all  the  extra  expenditures  authorized  to  be 

^itciUTcd,  amounting  to  not  less  than  §15,000.   It  is  impossible  this 

CM  continue."     And  these  derangements  are  only  with  regard  to 

the  north.     How  the  south  and  west  stand,  it  is  impossible  to  say. 

^nt  there  is  a  screw  loose  in  the  public  machhiery  somewhere. 

Dec.  5th.  Autobiography. — "It  is  to  be  regretted,*'  writes  Dr. 

fdwia  James{,  "that  our  lamented  friend  (Mr.  Johnston)  had  not 

li^  to  complete  his  autobiography.     This  deficiency  constitutes 

no  valid  objection  to  the  publication  of  the  memoirs,  though  it 

appears  to  me  highly  desirable  that  you  should  complete  the  sketch, 

80  as  to  include  the  history  of  the  latter  portion  of  his  life.    In 
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perfect  accordance  with  the  plan  of  such  a  continuation^  you  would 
embody  muph  valuable  detail  in  relation  to  the  history  and  condi- 
tion of  this  section  of  the  country  for  the  last  thirty  years.  You 
must,  doubtless,  have  access  to  all  the  existing  materials,  and  to 
many  sources  of  authentic  information,  which  could,  very  appro- 
priately, be  given  to  the  public  in  such  a  form." 

15th.  Union  of  the  pursuits  op  natural  and  citil  history. — 
I  brought  forward,  &nd  had  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, an  act  incorporating  the  Historical  Society  of  Michigan.  Dr. 
Pitcher,  who  has  recently  changed  his  position  to  Fort  Gratiot,  at 
the  foot  of  Lake  Huron,  proposes  the  embracing  of  natural  history 
among  its  studies.  He  finds  his  position,  at  that  point,  to  be  still 
unfavorable  in  some  aspects,  and  not  much,  if  anything,  superior 
to  what  it  was  at  St.  Mary's. 

27th.  Fiscal  perplexities  of  the  Department. — These  were 
alluded  to  before*  No  improvement  appears,  but  we  are  all  destined 
to  sufier.  .A  friend,  who  is  versed  in  the  subject,  writes  from  Wash- 
ington :  "  The  fact  is,  that  nothing  could  be  worse  managed  than  the 
fiscal  concerns  of  the  department*^  N,ot  the  slightest  regard  has  been 
paid  to  the  apportionment  made,  and  there  is  now  due  to  our  super- 
intendency  more  than  the  sum  of  $40,000.  You  can  well  conceive 
how  this  happeiis,  and  I  have  neither  time  nor  patience  to  enter 
into  the  details ;  suffice  it  to. say,  that  I  am  promised  by  the  Secre- 
tary that  the  moment  the  appropriation  law  passes,  which  wiU  pro- 
bably be  early  in' Januaa*y,  every  dollar  of  arrearages  shall  be  paid 
off.  This  is  all  the  consolation  I  can  furnish  you,  and,  I  suppose 
I  need  not  say  that  I  have  left  no  stone  unturned  to  effect  a  more 
desirable  result. :  It  is  manifest,  however,  that  the  trhole  depart- 
ment will  be  exceedingly  pressed  for  funds  next  year,  as  a  consi- 
derable part  of  the  appropriation  must  be  assigned  to  the  payment 
of  arrearages,  which  have  been  suffered  to  accumulate ;  and  it  is 
not  considered  expedient,  in  the  present  state  of  affairs,  to  ask  for 
a  specific  appropriation.  It  will  require  at  least  two  years  to  bring 
t)ur  fiscal  concerns  to  a  healthy  state." 

In  fact,  to  meet  these  embarrassments,  many  retrenchments  be- 
came necessary;  some  sub-agencies  were  drawn  in  from  the  Indian 
country,  mechanics  and  interpreters  were  dismissed,  and  things  put 
on  the  very  lowest  scale  of  expenditure. 
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CHAPTER    XXXIV. 

'^Utieal  horixon— Ahmo  Societyv^IncomingofQen.  Jackson's  administration 
— -Amusements  of  the  winter — Peace  policy  among  the  Indians — Revival 
M  Mackinao — ^Monej  crisis — Idea  of  Lake  tides — New  Indian  code — 
Anti-masonry — ^Missions  among  the  Indians — Copper  mines — The  policy 
vvspecting  them  settled — Whisky  among  the  Indians  —  Fur  trade  — 
Ijegislstiye  conncil — ^Mackinac  mission — Officers  of  Wayne's  war-^His- 
torical  Society  of  ]tfiohigan — Improved  diurnal  press. 

1829.  Jan.  \%t.  The  administration  of  John  Quincy  Adams 
ikoir  draws  to  a  close^  and  that  of  Gen.  Jackson  is  anticipated  to 
commence.  Political  things  shape  themselves  for  these  events. 
The  close  of  the  old  year  and  the  opening  of  the  new  one  have 
been  remarkable  for  heralding  many  rumors  jof  ^  change  which 
precede  the  incoming  of  the  new  administration.  Many  of  these 
relate  to  the  probable  composition  of  Gch.  Jackson's  cabinet. 
Among  the  persons  named  in  my  letters  is  Gov.  Cass,  who  has 
attracted  a  good  deal  of  exterior  notoriety  during  the  last  year. 
Within  the  territory,  his  superiority  of  talents  and  energy  have 
never  been  questioned.  Michigan  would  have  much  to  lament 
by  such  a  transference,  for  it  is  to  be  feared  that  party  rancor, 
^Iiich  he  has  admirably  kept  down,  would  break  forth  in  all  its 
accustomed  violence. 

n^A.    Ahmo  Society.  —  Under  this  aboriginal  term,   which 

^giufies  a  bee,  the  ladies  of  the  fort  and  village  have  organized 

themselves  into  a  sewing  society  for  benevolent  purposes.     I  find 

ii^yself  honored  with  a  letter  of  thanks  from  them  by  their  secretary, 

Mr8.E.  S.  Russell.   Truly,  the  exaqiple  of  Dorcas  was  not  mentioned 

^  Tain  in  the  Scriptures,  for  its  cifect  is  to  excite  the  benevolent 

And  charitable  everywhere  to  do  likewise.      Every  ^uch   little 

ioflnence  helps  to  make  society  better,  and  aids  its  sources  of 

pleasing  and  self-sustaining  reflection. 

21 
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Felrua/ry  12th,  A  letter  from  the  editor  of  the  North  Ameri^n 
Review  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  a  paper  to  appear  in  its 
columns. 

March  4:th.  The  administration  of  the  government  this  daj 
passes  into  the  hands  of  a  man  of  extraordinary  individnalitj  of 
character,  indomitable  will,  high  purpose,  and  decided  moral  coti- 
rage.  He  was  fighting  the  Greeks  and  Seminole^  when  I  first  went 
to  the  West,  and  they  told  the  most  striking  anecdotes  of  him,  illus- 
trating each  of  these  traits  of  character.  Ten  or  eleven  years  have 
carried  him  into  the  presidential  chailr.  Such  is  the  popular  feeling 
with  respect  to  military  achievements  and  strong  individuality  oi 
character.     Men  like  to  follow  one  who  shows  a  capacity  to  lead. 

Slgt,  The  winter  has  passed  with  less  effect  from  the  intensity 
of  its  cold  and  external  dreariness,  from  the  fact  of  my  being  en- 
sconsed  in  a  new  house,  with  double  window-sashes^  fine  storm- 
houses,  plenty  of  maple  fuel,  books,  and  studies. .  Besides  the 
fruitful  theme  of  the  Indian  language,  I  amused  myself,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  season,  by  writing  a  review  for  one  of  the  periodicab, 
and  with  keeping  up,  throughout  the  season,  an. extensive  corre- 
spondence with  friends  and  men  of  letters  in  various  parts  of  the 
Union.  I  revised  and  refreshed  myself  in  some  of  my  early 
studies.  I  continued  ,to  read  whatever  I  could  lay  my  hands  on 
respecting  the  philosophy  of  language.  Appearances  of  spring — 
the  more  deepened  sound  of  the  falls,  the  floating  of  large  cakes 
of  ice  from  the  gresit  northern  depository,  Lake  Superior,  and  the 
return  of  some  early  species  of  ducks  and  other  birds — presented 
themselves  as  harbingers  of  spring  almost  unawares.  It  is  sM 
wintry  cold  during  the  nights  and  mornings,  but  there  is. a  degree 
of  solar  heat  at  noon  which  betokens  the  speedy  decline  of  the 
reign  of  frosts  and  snows.     , 

The  Indians,  to  whom  the  rising  of  the  sap  in  its^capillary  ves- 
sels in  the  rock-maple  is  the  sign  of  a  sort  of  carnival,  are  now  in 
the  midst  of  their  season  of  sugar-making;  It  is  one  of  their  old 
customs  to  move,  men,  women,  children,  and  dogs,  to  their  accus- 
tomed sugar-forests  about  the  20th  of  fflarch.  Beeides  the  quan- 
tity of  maple-sugar  that  all  eat,  which  bears  no  snlfall  proportion 
to  all  that  is  made,  some  of  them  sell  a  quantity  to  the  mer- 
chants. Their  name  for  this,  species  of  tree  is  In-in-au-tig,  which 
means  man-tree.  ^ 
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AprS  BiJl  Peace  Polict. — The  agent  from  Iia  Pointe,  in  Lake 
Snperior,  writes:  ^'My  express-man  from  the  Fond  du  Lac 
arrived  on  the  Slst  of  last  month,  by  whom  I  learned  that  the 
Leech  Lake  Lidians  were  nnsnccessfo}  in  their  war  excursion  last 
fall,  not  having  met  with  their  enemies,  t&e  Sioux,  and  I  trust  mj 
communication  with  Mr.  Aitkin  will  be  in  time  to  check  parties 
'that  may  be  forming  in  the  spring. 

'^  The  state  of  the  Lidians  throughout  the  country  is  generally 
in  a  critical  way  of  .starvation,  the  wild-rice  crops  and  bear-hunts 
Slaving  completely  failed  last  fall." 

■  ^  >     .  _  ■  _ 

21$t.  Reveal  of  Religion  at  MAOKiNAC.-^My  brother  James, 
*irho  crossed  the  country  on  snow-shoes,  writes:  ''Mr.  Stuart, 
J3atterlee,  Mitchell,  Miss  N.  Dousman,  Aitken,  and  some  twenty 
<^thers,  have,  joined  Ferry's  church."  This  may  be  considered  as 
^the  crowning  point  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Ferry's  labors  at  that 
foiaU  Thia  gentleman,  if  I  mistake  not,  came  up  in  the  same 
steamer  with  me  seven  years  ago.  It  is  seed — seed  literally  sown 
jn  the  wilderness,  and  rdaped  in  the  wilderness. 

r 
I 

29th.  MoKET  Crisis. — "The  fact  is,"  says  a  person  high  in 
^wer^  *'  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  department  have  come  to  a 
^teid  stand,  and  nothing  remains  but  to  ascertain  the  arrearages, . 
^oid  pay  thetn  up.  You  well  know  how  all  this  has  happened  (by 
^yersions  and  misappropriations  of  the  -funds  at  Washington), 
^nch  management  you  can  form  no  conception  of.     There  will  be, 

Coring  the  year,  a  thorough  change. 

^*I  was  glad  to  see  your  article.     It  is  an  able,  and  tempe- 

c^te,  and  pra'cticaTview  of  the  subject  (iV.  A.  R.^  Ap.  1829),  grossly 

exaggerated,  and  grossly  misunderstood." 

Jday  IWi.  Idea  of  Lake  Tides. — Maj.  W.  writes :  "  If  you  see 
Xliiman^g  Journal,  you  will  observe  an  article  on  the  subject  of  the 
L^tJke  Tids9j  ad  Gen.  Dearborn  calls  them,  in  which  he  has  inserted 
Bcmae  hasty  letters  I  wrote  to  him  on  this  subject,  without,  however, 
•ver  expecting  to  see  them  in  such  a  respectable  guise.  The  €k)yer- 
aoT  made  some  mT)re  extended  observations  at  Green  Bay.  If  you 
can  give  anything  more  definite  in  relation  to  the  changes  of  Lake 
SuperioiC,  pray  let  iqc  have  a  letter,  and  we  will  try  to  spread  be- 
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fore  Mr.  SiUiman  a  better  view  of  the  case.  I  have  no  idea  that 
anything  in  the  shape  of  a  tide  exists.  The  Govemor  is  of  the  same 
opinion." 

To  these  opinions  I  can  merelj  add,  Amen.  It  requires  more 
exactitude  of  observation  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  casual  observers^ 
to  upset  the  conclusions  of  known  laws  and  phenomena. 

26th.  New  India:^  Code. — Mr.  Wing,  the  delegate  in  Congress, 
forwards  to  me  a  printed  copy  of  the  report  of  laws  proposed  for 
the  Indian  department.  It  denotes  much  labor  on  the  part  of  the 
two  gentlemen  who  have  had  it  in  hand,  and  will  he  productive  of 
improvement.  I  should  have  liked  a  bolder  course,  and  not  so  care- 
ful a  respect  all  along,  for  what  has  previously  been  done.  Con- 
gress requires,  sometimes,  to  be  instructed,  or  informed,  and' not  to 
be  copied  in  its  attempts  to  manage  Indian  affairs. 

Every  paper  brings  accounts  of  removals  and  appointments  under 
the  new  administration;  but  nothing,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  that 
promises  much,  in  this  way,  of  material  benefit  to  Indian  aifidrs. 
The  department  at  head-quarters  has  been,  so  far  as  respects  fiscal 
questions,  wretchedly  managed,  and  is  over,  head  and  ears  in  debt, 
and  the  result  of  all  this  mal-administration  is  visited  on  the  fron- 
tiers, in  the  bitter  want  of  means  for  the  agents,  sub-agents,  and 
mechanics,  and  interpreters,  who  are  obliged  to  be  either  suspended, 
or  put  on  short  allowance.  Doubtless,  Gen.  Jackson,  who  is  a  man 
of  high  purpose,  would  remedy  this  thing,  if  the  facts  were  laid 
before  him. 

ZOth.  Masonry. — It  has  recently  been  discovered,  that  there 
is  a  hidden  danger  in  this  ancient  fraternity,  and  that  society 
has  been  all  the  while  sitting,  as  it  were,  on  the  top  of  a  volcano, 
liable,  at  any  moment,  to  burst.  Such,  at  least,  appear  to  be  the 
views  of  some  politicians,  who  have  seized  upon  the  foolish  and 
apparently  criminal  acts  of  some  lack-wits  in  western  New  York, 
to  make  it  a  new  political  element  for  demagogues  to  ride.  Already 
it  has  reached  these  hitherto  quiet  regions,  and  zealots  are  now  busy 
by  conventions,  and  anxious  in  hurrying  candidates  up  to  the  point. 
"Anti-masonic"  is  the  word,  a  kind  of  "shibboleth"  for  those  whc 
are  to  cross  the  political  "  fords"  of  the  new  Jordan. 
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JwM  l«t.  Missionary  Labors  among,  the  Indians. — There  are 
evidently  some  defects  in  the  system.  There  is  too  much  expended 
for  costly  buildings,  and  the  formation  ef  a  kind  of  literary  insti- 
tutes of  much  too  high  a  grade,  where  3ome  few  of  the  Indians 
are' withdrawn  and  verj^ezpensivoly  supported,  and  undergo  a  sort 
of  mcarceration  for  a  time,  and  are  then  sent  back  to  the  bosom  of 
the  tribes,  with  the  elements  of  the  knowledge  of  letters  and  his- 
tory, which  their  parents  and  friends  are  utterly  unable  to  appre- 
f»ate,  and  which  they,  in  fact,  ridicule.  The  instructed  youth  is 
soon  di0couraged^  and  they  most  commonly  fall  back  into  habits 
iroree  than  before,  and  end  their  course  by  inebriety,  while  the  body 
of  the  tribe  is  nowise  bettered.  Whatever  the  defects  are,  there 
are  certiunly  some  things  to  amend  in  our  measures  and  general 
jolic^. 

Mr.  Stevens  and  Mr.  Goe,  both  missionaries,  haVe  recently  been 
appointed  to  visit  the  Indian  country,  with  the  object  of  observing 
irhether  some  leaa  expensive  and  more  general  effort  to  instruct  and 
leaefit  the  body  of  the  tribes,  cannot  be  made.  The  latter  has  a 
«omoientatory  letter  to  this  endj  from  Gen.  Jackson,  dated  the  19th 
^  March,  which  denotes  an  interest  on  this  topic  that  argues  favor- 
tUy  of  his  views  of  moral  things. 

"The  true  system  of  converting  the  Indiairs  was,  it  is  appre- 
hended, adopted  by  David  Brainerd  in  1744.  He  took  the  Bible, 
snd  declared  its  truths  with  simplicity  and  earnestness  in  the 
Indian  villages*  There  was  no  preparation  of  buildings  or  out- 
lays. In  one  year  he  had  gathered  a  church  of  pure  believers. 
Their  manners  immediately  reformed;  they  became  industrious 
and  cleanly,  and  built  houses,  and  schools,  and  tilled  the  land. 
All  this  was  a  consequence^.  SLui  not  a  cause  of  Christianity."'" 

2i.  A  friend  writes :  "  I  believe  the  literary  world  is  rather  lazy 
jiut  at  this  time ;  at  least  nothing  novel,  except  words,  has  reached 
my  eye.  Your  Literary  Voyager  has  lately  been  traveling  the 
rounds  amongst  your  friends." 

Vlth.  Copper  Mines. — A  private  letter,  from  a  high  quarter, 
ttys :  <^  Col.  Benton's  bill,  respecting  the  copper  mines,  which  passed 
Congress,  only  provided  for  permission  being  granted  to  individuals 

*  Works  of  Jonathan  Edwards,  vol.  10. 
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to  work  them  a,t  their  own  expense.  There  is  no  intuition  of  doing 
anything  on  public  account."  This,  it  will  be  perceiYed,  was  the 
-view  presented  (ante)  hj  Mr.  Dox,  in  his  able  letter  to  me  on  th« 
subject,  several  years  ago.     Congress  will  not  authorize  the  work* 

ing  of  the  mineSr    It  is  a  matter  for  priviy^  enterprise. 

■  .  / 

July  Uth*  Whiset  among  the  Indians. — ^Mr.  Robert  Stuart, 
Agent  to  the  American  Fur  Company,  writes  from  Mackinac,  that 
some  of  the  American  Fur  Company's  clerks  are  not  inclined  to 
take  whisky,  under  the  general  government  permit,  provided  their 
cpponenU  take  none.  This  tampering  with  the  subject  and  with  me, 
in  the  conduct  of  the  agent  of  that  company,  whose  duty  it  is.rigidly 
to  exclude  the  article  by  every  means,  would  accord  better,  it  should 
seem,  with  the  spirit  of  one  who  had  not  recently  taken  obliga* 
tions  which  are  applicable  to  all  times  and  all  space.  Little  does 
the  spirit  of  commerce  ooxe  how  many  Indiana  die  inebriates,  if  it 
cto  be  assured  of  beaver  skins.  The  situation  of  any  of  its  agents, 
who  may  acknowledge  Christian  obligations,  is  doubtlesB  an  embar« 
rassing  one;  and  such  persons  should  seek  to  get  out  of  such  an 
employment  as  soon  as  possible.  The  true  direction,  in  all  cases 
of  this  kind^  is,  to  take  high  moral  grounds.  The  de|>artment,  by 
granting  such  pemiits,  violates  a  law.  The  agent  of  thie  company 
who  seeks  to  exclude  ^^  opponents'^  in  the  trade,  errs  by  attemptfaig 
to  throw  the  responsibility  of  the  minor  question  upon  the  local 
agent,  over  whose  head  he  already  shakes  his  permits  from  a  anpe^ 
rior  power.  Now  the  ^^  opponents,"  hp  it  understood,  have  no  auch 
<^  permits,"  and  the  agent  can  give  them  none,    v 

This  subject  of  ardent  spirits  is  a  constantly  recurring  one  in 
every  possible  form;  and  no  little  time  of  an  agent  of  Indian  a& 
fairs,  and  no  small  part  of  hi?  troubles  and  vexations,  are  due  to 
it.  The  traders  and  citisens.  generally,  on  the  froi^iers,  are 
leagued  in  their  supposed  interests  to  break  down,  or  evade  die 
laws,  Congressional  and  territorial,  which  exclude  it,  or  make  it 
an  offence  to  sell  or  give  it.  If  an  agent  aims  honestly  to  put 
the  law  in  force,  he  must  expect  to  enoounter  obloquy.  If  he  ap- 
peals to  the  local  courts,  it  is  ten  to  one  that  nine-tenths  of  his 
jury  are  offenders  in  this  very  thing.  So  far  as  the  Amerioaik^ 
Fur  Company  is  concerned,  it  is  seen,  I  think,  by  the  course  of 
the  managers,  that  it  would  conduce  to  better  hunts  if  the  Indiana 
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^re  iept  Bober,  and  liqiior  were  rigidlj  excluded ;  but  the  argu- 
ment is,  that  "  cm  the  lines** — that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
^  it,  and  that  their  trade  would  suffer  if  they  had  not  ^^  some.** 
^ni  they  thus  override  the  agents,  by  appealing  to  higher  powers, 
^^d  so  get  permits  annually,  for  a  limited  quantity,  of  which  they 
^d  not  the  agents  are  the- judges.     In  this  way  the  independence 
^f  the  agents  is  constantly  kept  down,  and  made  to  bend  to  a 
^|>ecie8  of  mock  popular  will.    , 

In  view  of  !the  counteracting  influence  of  the  American  Fur.Gom^ 
Panj  Ob  this  frontier,  it  would  be  better  for  the  credit  of  morals, 
ptxtperlj  so  considered,  if  the  chief  agent  of  that  concern  at  lif i- 
chiUmackinac  were  not  a  professor  of  religion,  or  otherwise,  if  h\9 
Were  in  a  position  to  act  out  its  precepts  boldly  and  frankly  on 
this  isnbject.    For,  as  it  now  is,  his  position  is  perpetually  mis- 
taken.    A  temperance  man,  he  is  yet  a  mismber  of  a  local  tempe- 
rance society,  which  only  operates  against  the  retailers,  but  leaves 
members  free  'to  sell  by  the  barrel.    Bound,  by  the  principles  of 
law,  not  to  introduce  whisky  into  the  interior,  he  yet  sells  it  to 
others,  knowing  their  intention  to  be  to  run  it  over  the  lines,  in 
spite  of  the  agents^     This  is  done  by  white  and  red  men.    And 
lie  obtains  ^*  permits"  besides,  as  head  of  the  company,  at  head- 
quarters at  Washington,  to  take  in,  openly,  a  certain  quantity  of 
liigh  wines  every  year.     Talk  to  that  gentleman  on  the  subject, 
a.nd  he  is  eloquent  in  defence  of  temperance.     Thus  the  obliga- 
tion is  kept  to  the  ear,  but  broken  in  the  practice.     A  business 
that^thus  compels  a  man  to  hamper  his  conscience,  and  cause 
scandal  to  the  church,  should  be  abandoned  at  once. 

Auff.  29th.  Fur  Tbade. — Mr.  Sparks,  Ed.  If.  A.  Rev.,  re- 
CK^nds  me  of  an  intimation  mentioned  to  Mr.  Palfrey,  to  write  an 
,xticle  on  this  subject.  "  From  observation,"  he  remarks,  "and  in- 
iiiry  you  have  enjoyed  peculiar  advantages  for  gaining  a  know- 
l^dge  of  the  Indians,  their  history,  character  and  habits,  and  the 
orld  will  be  greatly  indebted  to  you  for  continuing  to  diffuse  this 
xiowledge,  as  your  opportunities  may  allow." 
The  fiir  trade  has  certainly  been  productive  of  a  market  to  !&" 
cliana  for  the  result  of  their  forest  labors,  without  which  they  would 
^i^ant  many  necessaries.  But  while  it  has  stimulated  hunting,  and 
so  far  as  this  goes,  industrt/^  in  the  Indian  race,  it  has  tended 
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directly  to  diminish  the  animals  upon  ^hich  they  subsist,  and  thus 
hastened  the  period  of  the  Indian  supremacy,  while  it  has  intro- 
duced the  eyil  of  intoxicatioivby  ardent  spirits. 

Legislative  CouNC^i. — I  left  St.  Mary's  the  latter  part  of 
August,  to  attend  the  second  session  of  the  third  legislative  coun- 
cil at  Detroit.  The  same  tendency  was  manifested  as  in  the  first 
session,  to  lean  favorably  to  the  old  pioneers  and  early  settlers  of 
an  exposed  frontier,  which  has  suffered  severely  from  Indian  wars, 
and  other  causes  of  depression.  With  the  exception  of  divorce 
cases,  there  were  really  no  bad  laws  passed ;  and  no  disposition 
manifested  to  excessive  legislation,  or  to.  encunrber  the  Statute 
book  with  new  schemes.  Local  and  specific  acts  absorbed  the  chief 
attention  during  the  session. 

Deeming  it  ever  better  to  keep  good  old  laws  than  to  try  ill-di- 
gested and  doubtful  new  ones,  I  used  my  influence  to  repress  the 
spirit  of  legislating  for  the  sake  of  legislation,  wherever  I  saw  ap- 
pearances of  it.  As  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finances,  I 
managed  that  branch  with  eVery  possible  care.  I  busied  myself 
with  the  plan  of  trying  to  introduce  terse  and  tasty  hames  for  the. 
new  townships,  taken  from  the  Indian  vocabulary — ^to  suppress  the 
sale  of  ardent  spirits  to  the  Indian  race,  and  to  secure  something 
like  protection  for  that  part  of  the  population  which  had  amalga- 
mated with  the  European  blood. 

Mackinac  Mission. — Towards  the  close  of  the^Bcssion,  a  i%3ve- 
ment  was  made  against  the  Mackinac  Mission  by  an  attempt  to 
repeal  the  law  exempting  th&  persons  engaged  in  it  from  miUtia 
and  jury  service.  A  formal  attack  was  made  by  one  of  the  inem- 
hers  against  that  establishment,  its  mode  of  management,  and 
character.  This  I  resisted.  Being  in  my  district,  and  familiar 
with  the  facts  and  persons  implicated,  I  repelled  the  charge  as 
being  entirely  unjust  to  the  Rev.  "Mr^  Ferry,  the  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  that  institution.  I  drew  up  a  report  on  the  subject^  vin- 
dicating  the  institution,  which  was  adopted  and  printed^  This 
was  a  triumph  achieved  with  some  exertions. 

■ 

Names  op  the  Officers  who  served  with  Gen.  Wayne. — 
Gen.'Srady  gave  me,  during  this  session,  a  list  of  the  names  of 


PBR80NAL  MBMOIBS.  829 

the  officers  who  had  serred  reputably  in  the  Indian  campaigns  con- 
ducted by  Gen.  Wayne  in  1791-2-3.      I  proposed  to  retain  them 
I         in  naming  the  townships,  the  possession  of  the  territorial  area  of 
Tliich  we  owe  to  their  bravery^  and  gallantry. 

Historical  Society  of  Michigan. — This  institution  was  in- 
corporated at  the  first  session  of  the  Third  Legislative  Council,  in 
1828.    The  bill  for  this  purpose  was  introduced  by  me,  after 
Consultation  with  some  literary  frieftids.     It  contained  the  plan  of 
constituting  the  members  of   the  Legislative  Council  members 
ex-officio.     This,  it  was  apprehended^  and  rightly  so,  would  give 
It  fin  official  coui),tenance,  and  serve,  in  some  things,  as  a  conve- 
>Uent  basis  for  meetings  during  the  few  years  that  precede  a  State 
government,  while  our  literary  population  continues  sparse.     My 
experience  in  the  East  had  shown  me  that  quorums  are  not  readily 
attained  in  literary  societies,  which  is  a  sore  hindrance  to  the 
half  dosen  efficient  laborers  out  of  a  populous  city,  who  generally 
hold  the  laboring  oar  of  such  institutions. 

The  historical  incidents  of  this  section  of  the  iTnion  are  quite 
attractive,  and,  while  general  history  has  cognizance  of  the  leading 
events,  there  is  much  in  the  local  keeping  of  old  men  who  are 
I'eady  to  drop  oflF.     There  is  more  in  the  aboriginal  history  and 
languages  that  invites  attention,  while  the  modern  history — the 
exploration  and  settlement  of  the  country,  and  the  leading  inci- 
dents which  are  turning  a  wilderness  into  abodes  of  civilization — 
is  replete  with  matter  that  will  be  of  deep  interest  to  posterity. 
To  glean  in  this  broad  field  appears  an  important  literary  object. 
Gov.  Cass  gave  us  this  session  the  first  discourse,  in  a  rapid  and 
eneral  and  eloquent  review  of  the  French  period,  including  the 
ansfer  of  authority  to  Great  Britain,  and  an  account  of  the  bold 
xxi  original  attempted  surprise  of  the  English  garrison  at  Detroit, 
Pontiac.     This  well-written  and  eloquently-digested  discourse 
listened  to  with  profound  interest,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.* 

Impro\ied  Press. — In  a  state  of  society  which  relies  so  much 

*  Vide  Historical  aiid  Scicniijic  Sketches  of  Michigan,  1  vol.  12ino;  "Wells 
and  Whitney,  1834. 
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on  popular  information. through  thjo  dinrnal  press,  ita  improremeni 
is  of  the  highest  consequence.  Mr.  William  Ward,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, performed  this  office  for  the  city  of  Detroit  and  Michigan 
this  fall,  by  the  establishment  of  a  new  paper,  which  at  first  bore 
the  title  of  North-west  Journal,  and  afterwards  of  Detroit 
Journal.  This  sheet  exhibits  a  marked  advance'  in  editorial 
^tA)ility,  maturity  of  thought,  and  critical  acumen. 

I  embarked  at  Detroit,  on  my  return  to  St.  Mary's,  late  in 
O^ober,  .«™g  .h.  cW  4-i.' «»!»,  «^?^  thu 
place  on  one  of  the  la^t  days  of  the  month. 

Dec.  20th.  Mr.  Ward  writes:  "We  have  published  The  Riae  of 
the  Weiiy  and  the  Age9  of  Miehighn.  It  is  prii^d  w^,  but 
bound,  sorry  J  am  to  say,  carelessly.  I  suppose  the  lAajor  will 
send  you  a  copy.'* 

Mise^ofthe  Westj  or  a  Protpect  of  the  MmUwppi  VaUejfy  em- 
braces rominiscenced  of  this  noble  stream,  and  of  its  banks  being- 
settled  by' the  Anglo<3axons.         :  . 


■  / 
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CHAPTER  XXXV. 

Ae  new  adminUtration — ^Intellectual  contest  in  the  Senate — Sharp  contest 
for  mayoralty  of  Detroit^— Things  shaping  at  Washington — Perilous  trip  on 
the  ic»-T«>Medical  effects  of  this  exposure — Legislative  Council — Visit  to 
l^iagara  Falls — ^A  Visitor  of  note — History — Character  of  the  Chippewas — 
Ish-ko^la-wau-bo— Rotary  sails — Hostilities  between  the  Chippewas  and 
fionx — ^Friandahip  and  badinage — Social  interooarse — Sanillac — Gossip— ^ 
Xxpedi^on  to  Lake  Superior — Winter  Session  of  the  Council — Historical 
discloaore-— Historical  Society  of  Rhode  Island — Domestic — French  Reyo- 
lution. 

1880.  Jan.  26th.  TflB  Nfiw  Administration. — ^A  friend  from 
AVashington  writes:  "Nothing  has  yet  been  touched  in  the  Indian 
department.  I^  is  doubtful  wjhether  our  code  will  be  considered. 
Tie  engrossing  topic  of  the  session  will  be  the  removal  of  the  In- 
^ans.  It  occupies  the  public  mind  through  the  Union,  and  petitions 
^lid  remonstrances  are  pouring  in,  without  number.  The  article 
(  On  the  Removal  of  the  Indians)  was  luckily  hit.  It  has  been 
"^cU  received,  and  is  very  acceptable  to  the*  government." 

Feb.  2Sd.  Intellectual  Contest  in  the  Senate. — A  corres- 
pondent from  Detroit  writes:  "I  refer  you  to  your  papers,  which 
'^rill  give  you  the  history  of  the  contest  between  those  intellectual 
giants,  Hayne  and  Webster,  rather  Webster  and  Ilayne,  on  the 
land  question,  which  seems  to  absorb  public  interest  entirely.   My 
l>ook8  containing  Extracts  of  the  Eloqxience  of  the  British  Parlia- 
orient,  furnish  me  no  sudh  models  as  that  second  speech.     Such 
clearness,  simplicity,  and  comprehensiveness ;  such  a  grave  and  im- 
pressive tread  ;  such  imposing  countenance  and  manner;  such  power 
of  thought,  and  vigor  of  intellect,  and  opulence  of  diction,  and 
chastened  brilliance  of  imagination,  have  seldom,  I  was  about  to 
8*y  never,  startled  the  listeners  of  that  chamber." 

Sharp  Contest  for  Mayoralty  of  Detroit. — ^A  shrewd  and 
observant  correspondent  writes:   "John  R.  Williams  has  been 
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elceted  mayor,  after  a  close  election,  disputed  liy  Chapin.  The 
enemy  practised  a  good  thing  on  him.  During. one  of  the  delegate 
elections,  when  his  ambition  seemed  to  tower  higher  than  it  now 
does,  he  published  a  sort  of  memorabilia,  like  that  of  Dr.  Mitchell, 
in  which  was  set  forth,  with  much  minuteness  of  detail,  all  that  he 
had  ever  done,  and  much  of  all  ^e  ever  thought,  for  the  good  of 
this  poor  territory.-  Such,  for  instance,  as  that  in  1802,  he  was 
appointed  town-clerk  of  Hamtramck ;  that  he  offered,  in  1811,  his 
services  to  Congress  in  a  military  capacity,  which  offer  was  rejected, 
and  ^  WAS  the  first  who  received  ■  intelligence  of  the  capture  of 
Mackinac,'  &;c.  This  thing  the  remorseless  enemy  republished, 
after  it  had  been  fervently  hoped,  no  doubt,  that  the  unlucky  bant^ 
Bng  had  descended  to  the  tomb  of  the  Gapulets.  It  was  so  unac- 
countably weak  and  stupid,  and  so  unkindly  contrasted  at  bottom 
w^ith  sundry  specifications  ^  of  how'  he  had,  with  a  pertinacious  coji- 
sistency,  opposed  every  projected  public  improvement  here,  that 
his  friends  pronounced  it  2,  forgery. ^^ 

Apnl  \\th.  Things  Shaping  at  Washington. — "I  reached 
home,"  says  a  friend,  ^'  last  wee]^  after  a  pleasant  jourpey.  The 
time  passed  off,  at  Washington,  pretty  comfortably.  There  waa 
much  to  see  and  heaf .  The  elements  of  political,  affairs  are  conu 
bining  and  recombiniQg,.  and  it  is  di£Bcult  to  predict  the  future 
course  of  things. 

^^  You  will  see  that,,  in  the  fiscal  way,  the  department  is  better 
off  than  last  year.  Our  friend,  Col.  McKenney,  stands  his  ground 
well,  and  I  see  no  differencein  his  situation." 

Perilous  Trip  on  the  Icb. — My  brother  James  left  the  Sault 
St.  Marie  on  the  ice  with  a  tr$iin,  about  the  1st  of  April.  He 
writes  from  Mackinac,  on  the  14th  of  April :  '^  We  arrived  here 
on  the  12th,  after  a  stay  of  seven  days  at  Point  St.  I^gnace.  We  were 
seven  days  from  the  Sault  to  the  Point,  at  which  place  we  arrived 
in  a  cold  rain  storm,  half  starved,  lame,  and  tired.  I  suppose  this 
trip  ranks  anything  of  the  kind  since  the. days  of  Henry.  X  am 
sure  mortals  never  suffered  more  than  us.  After  leaving  the  Sault, 
disappointment,  hunger,  and  fatigue,  were  our  constant  companions. 
The  children  of  Israel  traveled  a  crooked  road,  'tis  said,  but  I  think 
it  was  not  equal  to  our  circuit. 
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'^  We  found  the  ice  in  Muddy  Lake  very  good,  in  comparison  to 
that  of  Huron.  After  leaving  Detour,  we  were  obliged  to  coast, 
and  th^t  too  over  piles  of  snow,  mountains  of  i6c,  and  innumerable 
rooks.  In  one  instance,  we  were  obliged  t6  make  a  portage  across 
a  cedar  swamp  with  our  baggage,  and  droye  Jack  about  a  mile 
through  the  water,  in  order  to  continue  the  'voyage  in  a  train.' 
We  were  obliged  to  round  all  those  long  points  on  Huron,  afraid  if 
we  went  through  the  snow  of  being  catight  on  some  island^ 

'^  Jack  fell  through  the  ice  three  times  put  of  soundings,  and  it 
was  with  great  difficulty  we  succeeded  in  getting  him  out.  We  lost 
all  bur  harness  in' the  Lake,  and  were  obliged  to  *tig  out'  with  an 
old  bag,  a  portage  collar,  and  %  small  piece  of.  rope-yarn.  Jack 
was  three  days  without  eating,  except  what  he  could  pick  on  the 
shore.     Take  it  all  in  all,  I  think  it  rather  a  severe  trip." 

M£I>ICAL  OR  PhTSICAL  EFFECTS  OF  THIS  EXPOSURE  TO  COLD  AND 

Wet, — *'  I  came  to  this  place  (Vernon,  N.  Y.)  much  fatigued,  and 
not  in  the  best  health.  I  think  my  voyage  from  the  Sault  to 
iNlackinac  has  impaired  my  health.  I  was  most  strangely  attacked 
on  board  the  Aurora.  As  I  was  reading  in  the  cabin,  all  at  once 
H  was  struck  perfectly  blind ;  then  a  severe  pain  in  the  head  and 
X^skce  and  throat,  which  was  remedied  by  rubbing  with  vinegar ; 
n  the  whole,  rather  a  strange  variety  of  attack.'* 

Kindness  to  an  old  decayed   "  Merchant  Voyageur." — 
lived  near  me,  on  the  Canadian  shore,  an  aged  Frenchman^ 
native  of  Trois  Rivieres,  in  Lower  Canada,  whose  reminiscences 
f  life  in  the  wilderness,  in  the  last  century,  had  the  charm'  of 
ovelty.     He  was  about  seventy  years  of  age,  and  had  raised' a 
amily  of  children  by  a  half-English  half-Chippewa  wife,  all  of 
horn  had  grown  up  and  departed.     His  wife  and  himself  were 
left  alone,  and  were  very  poor.     His  education  had  been  such  as 
^t;o  read  and  write  French  well ;  he  had,  in  fact,  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  College  of  Quebec^  where  he  studied  six  years,  and 
he  spoke  that  language  with  considerable  purity.     As  the  cold 
weather  drew  on  in  the  fall  of  1829,  I  invited  him,  with  his  wife, 
to  live  in  my  basement,  and  took  lessons  of  him  in  French  every 
morning  after  breakfast.     He  had  all  the  polite  and  respectfid 
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manners  of  a  hahitant^  and  neyer .  came  up  to  thes^  recitations 
without  the  best  attention  in  his  power  to  his  costuiner 

Sach  was  Jean  Baptiste  Perrault,  who  was  from  one  of  the 
best  families  in  Lower  Canada.'  He  had  been  early  enamored 
with  stories  of  voyageur  adventure  and"  freedom  in  the  Indian 
country^  where  he  had  spent  his  life.  He  was  a  man  of  good 
judgment,  quick  perceptions,  and  most  extraordinary  memory  of 
things.  .  At  my  request,  he  committed  to  paper,  in  French,  a 
narrative  of  his  wild  adventures,  reaching  from  St.  Louis  to  Pem- 
bina, between  1783  and  1820.  Most  of  the  &cts  illustrate  the 
hardships  and  risks  of  the  Indian  trade  and  Indian  ii^anners  and 
customs.  They  supply  sofnething  for  the  history  of  the  region 
while  the  country  was  under  the  English  dominion. 

Never  was  a  man  more  grateful  for  this  winter's  attention.  He 
moved  back  with  his  wife,  who  was  quite  attentive  to  him,  to  his 
little  domicil  on  the  opposite  shore  in  the  spring,  and  lived,  I  am 
informed,  till  Nov.  12,  1844,  when  he  was  about  85. 

Fourth  Legislative^  Council. — I  was  re-elected  a  member  of 
the  Legislative  Council,  and  as  soon  as  thjs  lakes' and  river  were 
fairly  open,  proceeded  to  Detroit,  where  I  arrived  about  the  middle 
of  May.  In  this  trip  I  was  accompanied  by  Mrs.  S.  and  my 
infant  son  and  daughter,  with  their  nurse ;  and  by  Miss  Charlotte 
Johnston,  a  young  lady  just  coming  out  into  society.  The  council 
met  and  organized  without  delay,  the  committees  being  cast  much 
in  the  manner  of  the  preceding  council,  as  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers were  re-elected.  So  far  as  changes  of  men  had  supervened, 
they  were,  perhaps,  for  the  better.. 

Visit  to  Niagara  Falls. — ^Early  in  June,  liowever,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  take  a  recess,  and  I  embraced  this  opportunity  to  proceed 
with  my  family  to  visit  Niagara  Falls^  Miss  Elisabeth  Cass 
accepted  an  invitation  to  join  uB,  and  we  had  a  most  interesting 
and  delightful  visit.  W^  were,  perhaps,  the  first  party  of  pure 
pleasure,  having  no  objects  of  business  of  any  kind,  who  ever 
went  from  the  upper  lakes  to  see  this  grand  feature  in  American 
scenery.  We  were  most  kindly  received  by  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances at  Buffalo,  where  many  parties  were  given.  We  visited 
both  banks  of  the  falls,  and  crossed  over  below  the  sheet.     On 
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passing  Black  Bock,  we  were  kindly  receired  by  Gren.  Porter  and 
his  accomplished  and  talented  lady.  We  retartied  to  Detroit  with 
the  most  pleasing  reminiscences  of  the  trip. 

A  Visitor  op  note. — About  the  20th  of  July,  Gen«  Erastos  Root, 
long  a  Teteran  in  the  New  York  Legislature,  visited  Detroit,  hav- 
ing, if  I  misiakei  not,  some  public  buaineaa  in  the  upper  country. 
Persons  who  have  been  long  before  the  public  acquire  a  reputation 
which  appears  to  make  every  one  familiar  with  them,  and  there 
was  much  curiosity  to  see  a  person  who  had  so  long  opposed  Clin^ 
ton^  opposed  the  canal,  and  stood  forth  in  some  things  as  a  political 
reformer.  I  went  with  him  and'  his  companion,  Judge  M'Gall, 
after  a  v^ry  hot  day,  to  take  some  lemonade  in .  the  evening  at 
Gen.  Cass's..  Gen.  Boot  was  not  refined  and  polished  in  his 
manners  and  converse.!  He  was  purposely  rough  in  many  things, 
snd  appeared  to  say' things  in  stroiKg  tdrms  to  produce  effect. 
To  call  the  N.  Y.  Canal  the  ^'big  ditch"  was  one  of  these  inven- 
tions which  helped  him  to  keep  up  his  individuality  in  the  legislature^ 
He  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  man  something  after  the  type  of  Ethan 
Allen. 

HiSTOBT. — ^During  this  session  of  the  legislature,  I  delivered 

the  annual  pliscourse  before  the  Historical  Society.     I  felt  so  much 

misgiving  about  reading  it  before  the  large  assemblage  at  the 

State  House,  that  I  had  arranged  with  a  literary  and  legal  friend 

Ito  put  it  in  hiJB  hands  the  moment  I  .began  to  falter.     For  this 

purpose  he  occupied  the  .secretary's  deftk;  but  I  found,  myself 

^Yifficiently  collected  to  go  on  and  read  it  throughyinot  quite  loud- 

^ugh  for  all,  but  in  a  manner,  I  think,  to  give  satisfaclion. 


Chabacteb  of  thb  Chippbwas. — Wm.  S.  Mosely,  Esq.,  writes 
^  July  12th)  respclcting  this  influential  and  wide-spread  tribe,  pro- 
posing a  list  of  queries  transmitted  to  him  by  Theodore  Dwight> 
Junr.,  a  philanthropist  of  N.  Y.     One.  of  the  questions,  is  as  fol-, 
lowB :  ^'.  What  have  been  the  chief  impediments  between  the  Indian 
uid  civilization?     ^ow  would  it  alter  their  opinions  or  influence 
their  conduct  if  they  could  associate  with  white  people  without 
being  despised,  imposed  upon,  of  rendered  suspicious  of  their 
motives?    In  short,  if  they  came  in  contact  only  with  the  best 
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white  men,  and  were  neither  famished  with  ardent  spirits  nor 
threatened  with  extermination  by  encroachment  7" 

Ibh-eo-da-wau^bo. — I  had  a  pleasant  passage  up  the  Lakes  in 
the  steamer  "Sheldon  Thompson."  Among  the  passengers  were 
James  B.  Gardiner,  of  Ohio,  charged  with  duties  from  Washington, 
and  John  T.  Mason,  Commissioner  for  treating  with  the  Indians 
at  Green  Bay.  In  a  letter  of  the '18th  August,  written  on  his  re- 
turn at  Mackinac,  Mr.  Gardiner,  who  is  quite  a  philanthropist  and 
a  gentleman  of  most  liberal  opinions,  says :  "  I  conceive  it  my  duty 
to  inform  you  that  I  have  obtained  information  from  the  contractor 
himself  (Mr.  Stanard,  who  is  a  fourth  owner  of  the  Sheldon  Thomp- 
son), that  under  the  head  of  ^  provisions,'  he  has  contracted  to  de- 
liver, and  has  actually  delivered^  two  hundred  barrels  of  whisky, 
and  two  hundred  barrels  of  high  wines^  at  the  place  for  the  Ameri- 
can Fur  Company,  which,  no  doubt,  is  designed  to  be  sent  into  the 
Indian  country  the  ensuing  fall." 

Rotary  Sails. — John  B.  Perrault,  whose  name  has  been  before 
mentioned,  invented  a  novel  boat,  to  be  propelled  by  the  force  of 
rotary  sails  acting  on  machinery,  which  turns  paddle-wheels ;  a  very 
ingenious  thing.  The  result  of  experiments  is,  however,  unfavor- 
able to  its  practical  adoption. 

Hostilities  between  the  Sioux  and  Chippewas. — These  hos- 
tilities have  reached  such  a  point,  that  the  department  has  deemed 
it  necessary  to  interpose  its  friendly  offices  in  a  more  formidable 
manner,  by  dis()atching  an  expedition  into  the  principal  seat  of  the 
war.  The  instructions,  however  (of  Aug.  9th),  by  which  I  was  de- 
signated for  that  purpose,  reached  me  so  late  in  that  month,  that 
it  was  not  deemed  practicable  to  carry  them  into  effect  until  the 
next  year.  I  reported  the  facts,  which  are  deemed  necessary  to  be 
known  at  head-quarters,  in  order  to  give  efficacy  to  this  necessary 
and  proper  measure,  recommending  that  the  expedition  be  deferred, 
and  that,  in  the  meantime,  suitable  means  be  provided  for  making 
it,  to  the  greatest  extent,  effectual. 

Friendship  and  Badinage.-^A  friend  writes  from  Detroit 
(Aug.  14th):  <^  For  a  brief  space,  that  is,  about  a  Quarter  of  an 
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hour,  I  can.  borrow  a  kittle  use  of  my  own  soul,  though  I  caimot 
call  it  exactly  my  own.  You  will  not  fail  to  note,  I  trust,  how 
eminently  judicious  is  the  appropriation. 

'^  A  few  days  sinoe,  the  letter  containing  the  notice  of  your  ap- 
pointment to  the  Lake  Superior  destination,  was  mailed  for  you. 
The  purpose  of  this  is  to  suggest  the  memory  of  your  doubtful  pro- 
mise, to  come  down  in  tl^e  fall  for  the  winter  session.  The  Grov. 
thinks  it  too  late  in  the  season  to  attempt  your  expedition  this  fall; 
and  I  presume,  that  it  is,  I  hope,  your  papers  will  not  reach  you  in 
time  to  leave  this  summer,  an  opinion  of  questionable  corrcctnejss. 

"You  can  have  your  table  placed  in  the  corner,  and  amuse  your- 
self with  preparing  an  artick  for  the  JkT.  A,  Thus  you  will  dis- 
charge » double  duty  to  your  country ;  one  to  its  political  interests, 
and  another  to  its  department  of  letters.  Whatever  preparations 
are  necessary  at  your  phice,  can  be  made  in  the  winter,  under  direc- 
tions left  there  when  you. come-down,  and  such  as  could  be  more 
conveniently  made  here,  you  shall  have  every  aid  in  forwarding. 
The  fact  is,  I  see  not  a  single  objection,  I  cannot  see  one,  and  more 
than  that,  I  won't.  This  I  conceive  to  be  the  only  rational  view  to 
be  taken  of  the  subject,  and,  of  course,  it  follows  like  the  conse- 
quence to  the  minor  of  a  syllogism ;  the  only  one  yoii  take.  So 
don't  say  any  more  about  it,  but  come  along  down,  and  then  you 
shall,  with  more  pleasure,  satisfaction,  and  comfort,  ga  along  up. 
Jt  is,  in  fact,  just  as  clear,  as  that  one  and  one,  you  and  mo,  will 
^cafUce  two." 

Social  Intercourse.— Maj.  W.  writes  (21st  Aug.):   "I  was 
a^>'Try,  on  my  return,  to  find  you  gone,  for  we  have  left  undone  that 
dch  I  hoped  to  have  done,  with  your  assistance,  that  is,  the  ar- 
ngement  of  our  museum.     But  circumstances  were  unlucky. 
were  made  wrong,  or  not  made  in  due  time,  and  absences 
'Ok  $ome  folks  away  (an  allusion  to  the  trip  to  Niagara),  and  the 
^UDcil  would  adjourn,  &c.     You  are,  however,  I  understand,  to  be 
iwn  here  New  Yearns  day,  to  which  time,  for  the  special  accom- 
odation of  the  up-country  members,  I  presume  the  council,  as  it  is 
id,  has  adjourned.     An  appropriation  for  snow  shoes  ought  to 
kve  been  made. 

Sanillac. — '^I  made  an  arrangement  in  Boston  for  the  printihg 
my  MSS.    As  I  found  I  was  to  bear  the  brunt  of  tlm  expense^ 
22 
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I  determined  to  make  it  as  small  as  I  consistentlj  could,  and  fanre, 
therefbrey  made  the  volume  somewhat  smaller  than  was  in  my  ori- 
ginal plan. 

^^  Mr.  Ward  showed  me  a  hasty  note  from  you  relative  to  the 
address  (before  the  Historical  Society).  I  have  examined  it  as 
published,  and  I  told  him  your  suggestions  were  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. There  is  not  an  error  that  I  could  detect  that  is  not  clearly 
typographical ;  and  your  fears,  that  either  yourself  or  the  society 
1^  be  discredited,  are  all  idle.  I  do  not  recollect  any  of  your 
books  which,  I  think,  do  you  more  credit^'' 

Gossip. — Mr.  Ward  writes :  ^^  We  have  but  little  news.  The 
governor  and  Elisabeth  are  off  to  0tica  and  Troy,  and  we  hope 
the  springs.  Mr.  Cass,  Lewis,  and  Isabel  to  the  Maumee.  Major 
and  Mrs.  Eearsley  to  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  with  Miss  Colt 
in  keeping.  For  all  persons  else,  one  note  will  answer.  They  eat 
drink,  and  sleep  as  they  did,  and  are  ^  partly  as  usual.'  " 

Expedition  into  Lake  Superior. — ^^I  do  not  answer  yoii 
officially,"  says  Gov.  C.  ^*  concerning  the  expedition  into  Lake 
Superior,  because  I  shall  expect  you  will  be  here  in  the  last  vet^' 
sel,  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  council,  and  Mr.  Brush  speaks 
with  certainty  upon  the  subject.  As  Mr.  L^n  has  resigned,  and 
there  is  no  provision  for  ordering  a  new  election,  your  district 
will  be  wholly  unrepresented  unless  you  attend.  In  the  mean 
time  I  have  received  the  sum  allowed  for  thb  service,  which  you 
can  draw  for  whenever  you  please.  There  is  no  doubt  but  the 
matter  will  go  on.  After  you  arrive  here,  and  we  have  conversed 
together,  I  will  restate  the  project  of  a  more  extended  expedition, 
agreeably  to  your  suggestions,  and  submit  it  to  the  department. 
I  agree  with  you  fully,  that  the  thing  should  be  enlarged,  to  em- 
brace the  persons  and  objects  you  suggest.  It  would  be  an  im- 
portant expedition,  and  not  a  little  honorable  to  you,  to  have  the 
direction  of  it,  as  it  will  be  the  first  authorized  by  the  administra- 
tion." 

Winter  Session  of  the  Council. — On  the  16th  of  November, 
I  embarked  in  a  large  boat  at  St.  Mary's  with  a  view  of  reaching 
Mackinack  in  season  to  take  the  last  vessel  returning  down  the 
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laJcefl.     The  weather  was  hazy,  warm,  and  calm,  and  we  could  not 
deBcry  objects  at  any  considerable  distance.     If  we  were  not  in 
^^  Sleepy  Hollow*'  while  descending  the  broad  yalley  and  stretched 
out  waters  of  the  St.  Mary's,^  we  were,  at  least,  in  such  a  hazy 
fttinosphere^  that  our  eyes  might  almost  as  well  have  been  shut. 
Xt  seemed  an  interlude  in  the  weather,  between  the  boisterous 
^winds  of  autumn  and  the  seyere  cold  of  December.     In  this  maze 
I  cam^  down  the  river  safely,' and  proceeded  to  Maddnack,  where 
I   remained  several  daya  before  I  found  a  vessel.     These  were 
days  of  pleasing  moral  intercourse  at  the  minion.    I  do  not  re- 
collect how  many  days  the  voyage  lasted,  but  it  was  late  in  the 
evening  of  a  day  in  December,  dark  and  very  muddy,  when  the 
schooner  dropped  anchor  off  the  city,  and  I  plodded  my  way  from 
the  shore,  to  the  Old  Stone  Mansion  House  in  Detroit. 

Historical  Discoursi* — Mr.  Madison,  the  Ex-president,  trans- 
Qiiits  a  very  neat  and  terse  note  of  acknowledgment  for  a  copy  of 
Hiy  address,  in  the  following  words,  which  are  quite  a  compensa- 
tion for  the  time  devoted  to  its  composition : — 

^^  J.  Madison,  with  his  respects  to  Mr.  Schoolcraft,  thanks  him 
for  the  eopy  of  his  valuable  discourse  before  ^  the  Historical  8o« 
ciety  of  Michigan.'  To  the  seasonable  exhortation  it  gives  to 
others,  it  adds  an  example  which  may  be  advantageously  followed. 
( Oct.  2&2.) 

Historical  Socibty  op  Rhodb  Island. — I  received  a  copy  of 

a  circular  issued  by  this  institution  (Nov.  1),  asking  Congress  for 

aid  in  the  transcription  of  foreign  historical  manuscripts.     ^^  We 

alone,  (almost,")  say  the  committee,  ^' among  nations,  have  it  in 

our  power  to  trace  clearly,  certainly,  and  satisfactorily,  at  a  very 

trifling  expense,  the  whole  of  our  career,  from  its  very  outset, 

ti^liroughout  its  progress,  down  to  the  present  moment — and  shall 

'vr^  manifest  a  supineness,  a  perfect  listlessncss  and  complete  indif- 

F<e^Tence  respecting  a  subject,  that  by  every  other  people  has  been, 

d  is  still  esteemed  of  so  vast  magnitude,  and  deep  interest, 

to  have  induced,  and  still  to  induce  them  to  pour  forth  funds 

^om  their  treasuries  unsparingly,  to  aid  the  historians  in  remov- 

£,  if  possible,  the  veil  that  conceals  in    dark  obscurity  their 

n?" 
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Domestic— Mrfi.  Schoolcrkft  writes  {rpm  Elmwood^  Si;^.  Mary's 
(Dec.  6th) :  ^^  I  continue  to  instrtict  otir  dear  little  ^1  every  day, 
and  I  trust  you  will  find  her  improved  on  your  retiim,  should  it 
please  Heaven  to  restore  you  in  peace  and  safety.  Johndton  has 
quite  recovered;  and  cab  now  stand  alone,  and  could  walk,  if  he 
would.  I  have  called  on^Mrs.  Baxley,  and  find  her  a  very  agree- 
able woman.  She  said  she  sai^  you  several  times  at  Prairie  da 
Gl^en. .  (1825.)  I  also'  went  to  see  the  mission  farm,  and  was 
much  pleased  with  the .  teacher,  Miss .  McGomber;  The  weather 
has  remained  very  fine,  till  within  two  days,  when  we  have  bad, 
for  the  first  time,<a  sprinklififf  of  snow.  Such  a  i^ason  has  never 
been  heard  of  in  this  country — not  a  particle  of.  ice  has,  its  yet, 
formed  anywhere." 

French  Revolution.— This  political  revolution  has  come  like 
an  avalanche,  and  the  citizens  have  determined  to  celebrate  H/and 

hskVe  a  public  address,  for  which  Major  Whiting  has  been,  desig- 

•  ,  ,  •    . 

nated.  Thirty ^even  years  ago  the  French  cut  off  the  head  of  the 
reigning  Bourbon^  Louis  XVL,  and  now*  they  have  caUpd  another 
branch  of  the  same  house,  of  whom  Bonaparte  said :  ^'  They  never 
learn  anything,  and  they  never  forget  anything."  As  the  Frencli 
please,  however.  We  are  all  joy  and  rejoicing  at  the'  event.  It 
seems  th^  consummation  of  a  long  struggle. 

Mr.  Ward  (Ed.  Jour.)  writes  25th  Dec. :  "  Will  you  send  me, 
by  the  bearer,  the  lines  you  showed  me  in  Brush's  office.  They 
will  be  quite  apropoB  next  week.^  Should  like  to  close  6ur  form 
this  evening."  ^  . 
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CHAPTER    XXXVI. 

Lecture  before  the  Ljceum — Temperaturo  in  the  North — Rum  and  taxes — 
A  mild  winter  adrerse  to  Indians — Death  of  a  friend — Christian  atonement 
— Threats  of  a  Oalibao,  or  an  Indiatiized  white  man — Indian  emporium — 
Bringing  up  children — Youth  gone  astray — Mount  Hope  Institution — Ex- 
pedition into  the  Indian  country — Xatural  History  of  the  United  States — 
A  reminiscence — ^Voyage  inland. 

1831.     Lecture  before  this  Lyceum. — The  executive  commit- 
tee of  this  popular  institution  asks  me  bj  a  note  (Jan.  14th),  to 
lecture  before  .them  a  short  time  ahead.     Public  duty  is  an  ex- 
ciise,  vhich  on  such  occasions  is  very  generally  made  by  men  in 
office,  who  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  seek  to  conceal  the  onerous- 
ness of  literary  labor  under  that  ample  cloak.     To  me  there  is 
no  duty  more  important  than  that  which  diverts  a  town  from  idle 
gratifications,  and  fixes  its  attention  on  moral  or  intellectual  themes. 
Although  the  notice  was  short,  I  determined  to  sit  up  a  few  nights 
and  comply  with  it.     I  selected  the  natural  history  of  Michigan, 
a^  a  Bubject  very  tangible,  and  one  abDut  which  a  good  deal' of  in- 
^^rest  could  be  thrown.     I  had  devoted  much  interest  to  it  for 
^ars — understood  it,  perhap^,  better  than  any  one  in  the  terri- 
,  and  could  lecture  upon  it  oon.amore. 
When  the  appointed  evening  arrived,  I  found  a  highly  respect- 
le  and  very  crowded  audience,  in  the  upper  chamber  of  the  old 
dian  council  house.     It  was  certainly  a  better  ulse  of  the  build- 
jg  than  paying  the  price  of  blood  for  white  men's  and  women's 
alps,  during  the  fierce  seven  years*  struggle  of  the  American 
evolution,  and  the  succeeding  Indian  wars.     My  lights  were 
t^^tdly  placed  for  reading,  and  I  got  on  indifferently  in  that  re- 
cct,  for  I  could  not  see  well,  but  my  facts  and  matter  altogether 
ere  well  and  approvingly  received  ;  and  the  address  was  imme- 
diately published. 

Tc^MPERATURE  AT  THE  FOOT   OP   LaKE   SuPBRIOR.-r-Mr.  F.  An- 

drain  writes  to  mc  from  St.  Mary's.  (Jan.  2Gth) :     "The  weather 


342  PERSONAL  MBM0IB8. 

has  been  very  mild  indeed,  here,  until  within  a  few  days  :  there 
has  not  been  sufficient  snow,  as  yet,  to  cover  the  stubble  in  the 
fields.  The  severe  weather  commenced  on  the  23d  instant.  The 
thermometer  stood  as  follow^  : — ; 

On  the  23d,  at  9  o'clock  A.  M.,  11  degrees  below  zero. 
24th,  "  "      13      «  " 

26th,  "  "        2      "  «. 

26th,  '*  "        1     ."  *^ 

Rum  and  Taxes. — A  trader  at  St.  Mary^s  writes  (26th  Jan.) 
as  follows :  "  It  is  the  wish  of  several  individuals,  who  keep 
stores  in  the  village,  to  be  informed  whether  the  sutler  in  Fort 
Srady  is  not  obliged  to  pay  taxed  as  well  as  we.  For  he  has  al- 
most the  exclusive  trade  of  the  Canadians.  It  is  tempting  to 
purchase  liquor  at  2«.  6d.  per  gallon,  when  they  have  to  pay  4t. 
in  the  village.  The  tempei*ance  society  is  of  no  use,  when  any  of 
its  members  eaii  dispose  of  liquor  at  so  low  a  rate.**  I  put  the 
last  words  in  italics. 

A  Mild  Winter  adverse  to  the  Indians. — Mr.  Greorge  John- 
ston observes  (8th  March):  ^'The  weather  on  Lake  Superior 
has  been  uncommonly  mild  the  whole  winter.  The  southern  shore 
of  the  lake  from  White  Fish  Point  to  Ance  Kewywenon  presents 
a  scene  of  open  lake,  not  any  ice  forming  to  enable  the  poor  In- 
dians to  spear  fish." 

Death  of  a  Friend. — Mrs.  Schoolcraft  says  (Feb.  8d) :  "  Mrs. 
Singham  passed  the  day  with  me  a  short  time. since,  and  brought 
me  some  Vermont  religious  papers,  which  I  read  yesterday,  and 
found  an  account  of  the  death  of  our  poor  friend  Mr.  Conant, 
which  took  place  in  November  last  in  Brandon,  Vermont,  leaving 
his  disconsolate  widow  and  five  children.  He  suffered  greatly  for 
five  years,  but  I  am  happy  to  find  he  was  resigned  in  sufifering  to 
the  will  of  the  Almighty  with  patience  ;  and  I  trust  he  is  now  a 
happy  member  of  the  souls  made  perfect  in  the  precious  blood  of 
the  Lamb.*'  Thus  ended  the  career  of  a  man  of  high  moral 
worth,  mental  vigor,  and  exalted  benevolence  of  feeling  and  purpose. 
This  is  the  man,  and  the  family,  who  showed  us  such  marked 
kindness  and  attentions  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  winter  of 
1825— -kindness  and  attentions  never  to  be  forgotten. 
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FeK  ^ih•  Thia  day  is  very  memorable  in  my  private  history, 
for  my  having  assumed,  after  long  delay,  the  moral  intrepidity  to 
acknowledge,  publicltfy  a  truth  which  has  never  been  lost  sight 
of  since  my  intercourse  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Laird,  in  the,  to 
me,  memorable  winter  of  1824—* when  it  first  flashed,  as  it  were, 
on  my  mind.  That  truth  was  the  divine  atonement  for  human  sin 
made  by  the  long  foretold,  the  rejected,  the  persecuted,  the*  cruci- 
fied Messiah. 

Thrbat  of  an  Indianiz^d  whitb  man. — A  friend  at  St.  Mary's 
writes  :  ^^  Tanner  has  again  made  bold  threats,  agreeably  to  Jack 
Hotley*s  statement,  and  in  Doctor  James'  presence,  saying,  th^ 
had  you  still  been  here,  he  would  have  killed  you;  and  as  the 
Johnstons  were  acting  in  concert  with  you,  he  kept  himself  con- 
stantly armed."  This  being,  in  his  strange  manners  and  opinions, 
at  least,  appears  to  offer  a  realization  of  Shakspeare's  idea  of 
Caliban. 

Indian  Emporium. — Col.  T.  McKenney,  who  has  been  super-* 
^eded  in  the  Indian.  Bureau  at  Washington,  announces,  by  a  cir- 
^Bolar,  that  he  is  about  to  establish  a  commercial  house,  or  agency, 
^on  a  general  plan,  for  supplying  articles  designed  for  the  Indian 
^rade  and  the  sale  of  furer  and  peltries.  This  appears  to  me  a 
striking  mistake  of  judgment.  The  colonel,  of  all  things,  is  not 
tfiuited  for  a  merchant. 

Bringing  up  of  Children. — Mrs.  Schoolcraft  writes:  "I  find 
^he  time  passes  more  swiftly  than  I  thought  it  would ;  indeed,  my 
friends  have  been  unwearied  in  striving  to  make  my  solitary 
situation  as  pleasant  as  possible,  and  they  have  favored  me  with 
their  company  often.  I  strive  to  be  as  friendly  as  I  possibly 
can  to  every  one,  and  I  find  I  am  no  loser  by  so  doing«  I  wish  it 
was  in  your  power  to  bring  along  with  you  a  good  little  girl  who 
can  speak  English,  for  I  do  not  see  how  I  can  manage  during  the 
summer  (if  my  life  is  spared)  without  some  assistance  in  the. care 
of  the  children.  I  feel  anxious,  more  particularly  on  Jane's 
account,  for  she  is  now  at  that  age  when  children  aire  apt  to  be  ' 
biased  by  the  habits  of  those  they  associate  with,  and  as  I  cannot 
he  with  her  all  the  time^  the  greater  will  be  the  necessity  of  the 


m^ 
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person  to  whom  Bbe  is  entrosted  (let  it  be  ever  ao  Bhi 
be  one  who  has  been  .brought  up  by  piouB,  and,' of 
ecieotious  parents,  where  do  bad  example  can  be  spp 
feel  daily  the  importauce  of  bringing  np.  cbildrec,  : 
pass  with  advantage  through  the  world,  but  with  adva 
souls  to  all  eternity. 

"  I  find  great  pleasure  in  sister  Aiina  Maria's  coi 
is  to  stay  with  me  till  you  return.  Little  Janee  imp 
under  her  tuition,  Janee  (she  was  now  three  and  a 
age)  has  commenced  saying  by  heart  two  pieces  out 
book  you  sent  her.  Ope  is  '  My  Mother,'  and  the  o 
doth  the  little  buay  Bee.'  It  is  pleasant  to  see  her 
her  apron  and  hear  her  say,  "  So  I  shall  ^tand  by  n 
say  my  lessons,  and  ho  will  call  me-  his  dear  little 
say  I  am  a  good  ^rl.  She  will  do  this  with  so  much 
then  ^ip  about  in  an  instant  after  and  repeat,  half  i 
father  will  come  home  again  in  the  spring,  when  t 
end  the  grass  and  flowers  come  out  of  the  ground 
me  his  wild  Jrith  girl. 

"Janee  has  Just  come  into  the  room,  and  insists 
you  that  she  can  spell  her  name  Tery  prettily,  '  Sc 
all.'  She  seems  anxious  to  gain  your  approbation  fo 
ments,  and  I  encourage  the  feeling  in  order  to  excit 
her  lessons,  as  she  is  bo  full  of  life  and  spirits  thai 
get  her  to  keep  still  long  enough  to  recite  them  pro] 
ston  has  improved  more  than  you  can  imagine,  i 
endearing  ways  that  one  cannot  help  loving  the  dea 
th^t  they  would  both  grow  np  wt^o  unto  s^vation,  aE 
happy." 

TotJTHPDL  Blood. — James  «  ♦  ♦  ^^.s  a  youn 
miae — bright  mentally-and  physically,  lively  and  wi 
figure  and  manners  pleasing  to  all.  In  a  moment  < 
dirked  a  man  at  a  French  ball.  The  victim  of  this  sc< 
lingered  a  few  montlis  and  recovered.  This  recovery 
in  a  letter  of  Mrs.  Schoolcraft's  (Feb.  IGth),  in  whicl 

"Dr.  James  sent  a  certificate  of  the  young  ma 
health  by  the  lost  express,  and  an  Indian  was  also  sc 
pany  James  back  to  this  place ;  but  how  great  was 
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ment  at  the  arriyal  of  the  Indian  alonej  on  the  3d  ultimo,  and 

bringing  newa  of  James'  escape  from  Mackinack.     We  felt  a  good 

deal  alarined  for  his  safety  on  the  way,  and  an  Indian  was  sent 

down  the  river  in  quest  of  him;  but  we  were  relieved  of  our 

f4ears  by  the  arrival  of  James  himself  on  the  following  day,  very 

mnch  exhausted.     I  immediately  sent  to  Dechaume  to  ask  how  he 

did,  and  learnt  that  his  fatigue,  &c.,  had  not  in  the  least  abated 

l:i.is  natural  vivacity  andgayety, 

*^  Three  days  after  his  arrival  (being  Sunday)  I  was  at  dinner 
z^t  my  mother's,  when  he  came  in,  and  could  not  refrain  from  tears. 
Xle  seemed  much  affected  at  what  I  said,  and  I  felt  encouraged  to 
l^ope  some  little  change  in  his  conduct.  The  next  day,  on  mature 
x-eflection,  I  thought  no  time  was  to  be  lost  in  striving  by  all 
^uman  means  to  reclaim  him,  and  my  promise  to  co-operate  with 
you  all  I  could  for  that  desirable  object,  induced  me  to  write  a  note 
ijiviting  him  to  come  and  spend  a  quiet  social  evening  with  sister 
Maria  and  myself,  and  I  sent  the  sleigh  to  bring  him  down, 
that  he  could  have  no  excuse  to  decline  coming,  and  I  was 
pleased  that  he  came  without  hesitation. 

^^  I  cqpversed  a  long  time  with  him,  pointing  out,  in  the  most 
gentle  and  affectionate  manner  I  could,  where  he  had  erred,  and 
in  what  way  he  might  have  become  not  only  respected  and  es- 
teemed, but  independent,  whereas  his  excesses  had  brought  him 
to  embarrassment  and  disgrace ;  and  conjured  him,  as  he  valued 
\iis  temporal  and  spiritual  welfare,  to  abandon  some,  at  least  (to 
begin  with)  of  his  evil  courses,  and  to  strive  with  all  bis  might  to 
avert  the  wrath  of  that  Holy  Being  whom  he  had  hitherto  so 
despised,  and  whose  just  laws  he  had,  in  more  than  one  instance, 
violated,  and  a  great  deal  more  that  I  cannot  now  mention.     I 
got  him  at  last  to  promise  to  strive  to  become  better. 

"  We  passed  the  rest  of  the  evening  in  a  rational  and  pleasant 
manner  by  reading  chiefly  in  the  Literary  Voyager^  thinking 
it  might  help  to  call  forth  former  occupations,  which  were  com- 
paratively innocent,  and  reading  some  of  his  own  pieces,  renew  a 
taste  of  what  was  virtuous  and  praiseworthy.  I  inwardly  prayed 
that  by  such  means,  feeble  as  they  were,  they  might  tend  to  draw 
him  off  insensibly  from  his  former  haunts  and  habits.  I  have  been 
enabled  to  pursue  this  course  of  conduct  towards  him  ever  since 
that  evening,  and  I  am  pleased  to  find  that  he  comes  oftencr  to 
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Elm  wood  thaa  I  at  first  expected ;  but  I  perceive  that  there  is 
some  other  attraction  besides  my  9age  cliscourees  that  draws  him 
so  often  to  the  now  leafless  shades  of  Elmwood. .  And  he  may 
fancy  that  either  a  ro9€  or  a  lily  has  taken  shelter  within  its  walls. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  I  shall  not  say  a  word ;  most  of  my  thoughts 
are  more  occupied  with  the  best  method  I  can  take  to  do  him  good 
to  all  eternity,  and  I  do  not  forget  to  ask'  aid  of  Oirs  that  never 
errs. 

^'  Some  evenings  since,  Mr.  Agnew  and  some  of  the  officers  gave 
a  ball  at  one  of  the  French  houses,  and  not  doubting  but  that 
James  was  invited  to  join  in  the  amusement,  I.  instantly  addressed 
a  long  lott'er  to  him,  encouraging  liim  in  his  recent  resolution  of 
amendment,  and  told  him  now  was  the  time  to  put  those  wise 
resolves  to  the  test  by  practice,  and  that  he  ought  to.  know,  by 
sad  experience,  that  attending  such  low  soenes  of  dissipation  waa 
the  source  of  almost  all  the  iniquity  m  the  place.  I  had  after- 
wards the  satisfaction  to  fiiid  that  he  did  not  attend ;  bbt  my  fears 
for  him  are  still  very  great,  and  will  be  justly  so  as  long  as  he  is 
SO  taken  up  by  that  disgraceful  connection  wher>e  he  spends  a 
great  deal  of  his  precious  time.  My  ambition  is  not  .only  to 
civilize  him  (if  I  may  be  allowed  that  expression,  which  is  not  out 
of  the  way,  after  all,  as  he  has  despised  the  forms  and  restraints 
of  refined  society),  but  my  ardent  wish  is  to  Christianize  him  in 
every  sense  of  the  word — he  isi  at  present,  skeptical.  But  let  us 
only  do  our  duty  as  Christians,  and  leave  the  rest  in  the  hands  of 
the  Almighty." 

Mount  Hopb,  Baltimore. — My  old  instructor  and  friend,  Prof. 
Frederick  Hall,  sends  me  a  progra;mme  of  his  collegiate  institution, 
at  this  place,  and  writes  me  (April  6th)  a  most  friendly  letter,  re- 
newing old  acquaintanceship  and  scientific  reminiscences.  Death 
makes  such  heavy  inroads  on  our  friends,  that  we  ought  to  cherish 
the  more  those  that  are  left. 

Legislation  proceeded  quietly  while  these  events  occurred,  and  the 
winter  wore  away  almost  imperceptibly  till  the  session  closed.  I  em- 
braced the  first  opportunity  of  ascending  the  Lakes  to  the  entrance 
of  the  St.  Mary's,  and  from  thence  up  the  river,  and  reached  home 
about  the  25th  of  April,  making  altogether  about  five  months  ao- 
sence.     But  at  home  I  am  not  destined  long  to  remain,  as  the  ex- 
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pedition  into  the  Lake,  fdr  wfiich  ,1  was  designated  in  August,  was 

only  deferred  till  spring. 

I  had  now  served  four  years  in  the  legislature ;  but,  understand- 
ing that  the  President  had  expressed  an  opinion  that  official  officers 
should  not  engage  in  this  business  of  legislation,  I  declined  a  re- 
election by. a  public  notice  to  the  electors  of  pay  district.. 

EXPRDITION  ro  THE  RbGION  OF  THE  St.  GrOIZ  AND  ChIPPBWA 

.StiVBRS. — The  Executiye  of  the  territory  writes  from  Washington 
(April  19th) :  '^  I  arrived  here  day  before  yesterday,  and  this  morn- 
ing tallced  with  Oen.  JBaton.  You  will  go  into  Lake  Superior,  and 
!3  am  to  submit  a  project  to-day.  I  shall  have  it  properly  arranged, 
n  a  day  or  two,  I  trust,  I  shall  have  the  official  papers  off.  I 
in  a  hurry  now  to  I4)pri8e  you  of  the  fact.  The  letter  you* 
ixreceived  from  Mr.  Hamilton,  was  written  before  I  arrived." 
^Fhe  same  person^  three  days  later,  says :  ^^  The  official  instructions 
^Are  preparing  for  your  expedition,  ^nd  will,  I  hope,  be  off  to-day." 
-^liey  were  written  on  the  8d  of  May,  and  are  as  follows  :• — 

'*  Your  letter  of  Feb.  13th  has  been  received,  and  its  general 
— riews  are  approved.     The  Secretary  of  War  deems  it  important 
— that  you  should  proceed  to  the  country  upon  the  head  of  the  Mi«(- 
«i5sippi,  and^isit  as  many  of  the  Indians  in  that  and  the  interme- 
diate region,  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

'^Heports  have  reached  this  department  from  various  quarters, 
that  the  Indians  upon  our  frontiers  are  in  an  unquiet  state,*  and. 
that  there  is  a  prospect  of  extensive  hostilHies  among  themselves. 
It  is  no  less  the  dictate  of  humanity,  than  of  policy,  to  repress  this 
feeling  and  to  establish  permanent  peace  among  these  tribes.  It 
is  also  important  to  inspect  the  condition  of  the  trade  in  that  remote  . 
country,  and  the  conduct  of  the  traders.  To  ascertain  whether  the 
regulations  and  the  laws  are  complied  with,  and  to  suggest  such 
alterations  as  may  be  required.  And  finally,  to  inquire  into  the 
numbers,  standing,  disposition,  and  prospects  of  the  Indians,  and 
to  report  all  the  statistical  facts  you  can  procure,  and  which  will 
be  useful  to  the  goveiqiment  in  its  operations,  or  to  the  communis 
in  the  investigation  of  those  subjects. 
^^  In  addition  to  these  objects,  you  will  direct  your  attention  to 

*  The  Saucr  War  under  Blackhawk  broke  out  within  the  ypar. 
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the  vaccination  of  the  Indians.  An  act  for  that  purpose  has  passed 
Congress,  and  you  arc  authorized  to  take  a  surgeon  with  you.  Vac- 
cine, matter  prepared  and  put  up  by  the  Surgeon  General,  is  here- 
with transmitted  to  you,  and  you  will,  upoir  your  whole  route,  ex- 
plain' to  the  Indians  the  advantages  of  vaccination,  and  endeavor 
to  persuade  them  to  submit  to  the  process.  You  will  keep  and 
report  an  account  of  the  number,  ages,  sex,  tribe,  and  local  situa- 
tion of  the  Indians  who  may  be  vaccinated,  and  also  o$  the  preva- 
lence, from  time  to  time,  of  the  small-pox  among  them,  and  of  its 
effects  as  far  as  these  can  be  ascertained.*' 

While  preparations  for  this  expedition  were  being  made,  some 
things  that  transpired  deserye  notice. 

Natural  History  in  the  United  States. — Oh  the  26th  of  May,^ 
Mr.  G.  W.  Featherstonhaugh,  of  Philadelphia,  sends  me  a  pvinted 
copy  of  a  prospectus  for  a  ''  Monthly  American  Journal  of  Natural 
Science,"  with  the  following  note:  ^'Aathe  annexed  prospectus 
will  explain  itself,  I  shall  only  say,  that  I  shall  be  most  happy  to 
receive  any  paper  from  you  for  insertion,  on  subjects  connected 
with  Natural  History.  Your  minute  acquaintance  with  the  North- 
western Territory  must  have  placed  many  materials  in  your  posses- 
sion, and  I  trust  you  may  be  induced  to  transfer  some  of  them  to 
the  periodical  about  to  be  issued. 

^'  We  consider  Mr.  Eaton's  geological  notions  and  nomenclature 
as  very  empirical  here,'  as  they  are  considered  in  France  and  Eng- 
land, and  his  day  has  passed  by." 

The  prospectus  says:  ^^ Amidst  these  general  contributions  to 
science,  it  is  painful  to  perceive  what  conspicuous  blanks  are  yet 
left  for  America  to  fill  up,  and  especially  in  those  important 
branches,  American  geology  and  American  organic  remains.  This 
feeling  is  greatly,  increased  by  the  occasional  taunts  and  sneers 
we  see  directed  against  us  in  foreign  scientific  works.  They  are 
aimed,  it  is  true,  against  individuals  insignificant  enough  to  elude 
them,  and  therefore  the  larger  body,  the  nation,  is  hit  and  wounded 
by  them.  Neither  is  there  any  defence  open  to  us.  We  send 
abroad  gigantic  stories  of  huge  antediluvian  lizards,  ^  larger  than 
the  largest  size,'  and  we  ourselves  are  kept  upon  the  stare  at  our 
own  wonders  from  Georgia  to  Maine,  until  we  find  out  we  have  been 
exulting  over  the  stranded  remains  of  a  common  spermaceti  whale. 
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At  this  presept  moment,  a  buga  animal  dug  out  of  the  Big  Bone  Lick, 
sixty  feet  long,  and  twenty-five  feet  high,  is  parading  through  the 
columns  of  the  European  newspapers,  itfter  making  its  progress 
through  our  own.  This  is,  what  every  naturalist  supposed  it  be,  also  a 
great  imposition.   Within  these  few  days,  drums  and  trumpets  have 
been  sounded  for  other  monsters.   A  piece  of  one  of  our  common  coal 
plants  is  conjured  into  a  petrified  rattlesnake,  and  one  of  the  most 
familiar  fossils  solemnly  announced!  all  the  way  from  Canada,  under 
a  name  exploded,  i^nd  long  forgotten  by  naturalists.     All  these 
gibes  and  reproaches  we  ought  to  have  been  spared.     There  ought 
to  have  been  the  ready  means  amongst  us,  together  with  the  inde- 
pendence and  intelligence,  to  put  down  these  impostures  and  pue- 
rilities as  they  arose."  " 

This  is  well  said,  and  if  it  be  intended  to  refer  to  the  popular 
<la8s,  who  have  not  made  science  a  study ;  to  men  who.  make 
^wheelbarrows  or  sell  cotton  and  sugar — to  the  same  classes  of 
3nen,  in  fact,  -who  in  England,  are  .busied  in  the  daily  pursuits  by 
-^hich  they  earn  their  bread,  leaving  science .-t<^  scientific  men,  but 
:Tcspecting  its  truths,  cannot  tell  *'  a  hawk  from  a  handsaw" — it  is 
^11  true  enough.     But  if  it  be  applied  to  the  power  and  determi- 
^mation  of  American  mind,  professedly,  or  as  in  a  private  capacity, 
devoted  to  the  various  classes  of  natural  history  spoken  of,  it  is 
mot  only  unjust  in  a  high  degree,  but  an  evidence  of  overween- 
ing self-complaisance,  imprecision  of  thought,  or  arrogance.     No 
trait  of  the  American  scientific  character  has  been  more  uni" 
formly  and  highly  approbated,  by  the  foreign  journals  of  England^ 
Prance,  and  Germany,  than  its  capacity  to  accumulate^  discrimi- 
nate, and  describe  facts.     For  fourteen  years  past  Stlliman's  Jour- 
nal of  ScieThcey  though  not  exclusively  devoted  to  natural,  sciences, 
has  kept  both  the  scientific  and  the  popular  intelligent  mind  of 
the  public  well  and  accurately  advised  of  the  state  of  natural 
science  the  world  over.     Before  it,  Bruce' 9  Minerahgical  Joumaly 
though  continued  but  for  a  few  years,  was  eminently  scientific, 
Cleaveland*s  Mineralogy  has  had  the  effect  to  diffuse  scientific 
knowledge  not  only  among  laien  of  science,  but  other  classes  of 
readers.      In  ornithology,  in  conchology,  and  especially  in  botany, 
geology  and  mineralogy,  American  mind  has  proved  itself  emi- 
nently fitted  for  the  highest  tasks: 
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A  Reminiscence. — ^When  I  returned  from  the  West  tp  the  city  of 
New  York  in  1819,  Mr.  John  Gtiscomb  was  a  popular  lecturer  on 
chemistry  in  the  old  almshouse.  He  apprised  me  that  the  peculiar 
friable  white  clay,  which  I  had  labeled  chalk  from  its  external 
characters^  contained  no  carbonic  acid.  It  was  a  chemical  fact 
that  impressed  me.  I  was  reminded  of  this  fact,  and  of  his  friendly 
countenance,  ever  after,  on  receiving  a  letter  of  introduction  from 
him  by  a  Mr.  William  R.  Smith,  with  three  volumes  of  his  writings 
(28th  May).  I  am  satisfied  that  we  store  up  the  memory  of  a 
kind  or  friendly  act,  however  small  (if  it  be  done  in  a  crisis  of  our 
affairs)^  as  long  as,  and  more  tenaciously  than,  an  unkind  one. 

Voyage  Inland. — At  length,  all  things  being  ready,  I  embarkecjL 
at  the  head  of  the  portage  of  the  St.  Mary's^  and  proceeded  to 
the  small  sandy  plain  at  the  foot  of  Point  Iroquois,  at  the  entrance 
into  Lake  Superior,  where  I  encamped.  To  this  point  I  was  ac- 
companied by  Mrs.  Schoolcraft  and  the  children,  and  Lt.  Allen 
and  the  Miss  Johnstons,  the  day  being  calm  and  delightful,  and 
the  views  on  every  hand  the  most  enchanting  and  magnificent. 
While  at  Detroit  during  the  winter,  I  had  invited  Dr.  Douglass 
Houghton  to  accompany  me  to  vaccinate  the  Indians.  He  was  a 
man  of  pleasing  manners  and  deportment,  small  of  stature,  and  of 
a  compact  make,  a^d  apparently  well  suited  to  withstand  the 
fatigues  incidental  to  such  a  journey.  He  was  a  good  botanist 
and  geologist— objects  of  interest  to  me  at  all  times ;  but  espe- 
cially so  now,  for  I  should  have  considered  it  inexcusable  to  con* 
duct  an  expedition  into  the  Indian  country,  without  collecting  data 
over  and  above  the  public  duties,  to  understand  its  natural  history. 
I  charged  myself,  on  this  occasion,  more  particularly  with  the 
Indian  subject— their  manners  and  customs,  conditions,  languageSi 
and  history,  and  the  policy  best  suited  to  advance  them  in  the 
scale  of  thinking  beings,  responsible  for  their  acts,  moral  and  po- 
litical. 

Lt.  Robt.  E.  Clary,  2d  U.  S.  Infantry,  commanded  a  small  de- 
tachment of  troops,  which  was  ordered  to  accompany  me  through 
the  Indian  country.  I  had  invited  Mr.  Melancthon  Woolsey,  a 
printer  of  Detroit,  a  young  man  of  pleasing  manners  and  morals, 
to  accompany  me  as  an  aid  in  procuring  statistical  information. 
I  had  an  excellent  crew  of  experienced  men,  guides  and  interpret- 
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era,  and  fall  sttpplies  of  everything  suited  to  insure  respect  among 
the  tribes,  and  to  accomplish,  not  onlj  the  government  business, 
but  to  give  a  good  account  of  the  natural  history  of  the  country 
to  be  explored.  It  was  the  first  public  expedition,  authorized  by^ 
the  new  administration  at  Washington,  and  bespoke  a  lively  inte- 
rest on  the  subject  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  the  topics  incidentally 
connected  with  it.  I  was  now  to  enter,  after  crossing  Lake  Supe- 
rior, the  country  of  the  Indian  murderers,  mentioned  22d  June, 
1825,  and  to  visit  their  moat  remote  villages  and  hiding  places* 

It  was  the  27th  of  June  when  we  left  that  point— 4he  explormg 
party  to  porsue.  its  way  in  the  lake,  and  the<' ladies,  in  charge  of 
Lt.  Allen,  to  return  to  St.  Mary's. 
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CHAPTER    XXXVII. 

Lake  Superior— lis  shores  and  character — Qeologj — ^Brigade  of  boats — Dog 
and  porcapine — ^Bu^owing  birds^-^tter— Keweena  Point-^  Unfledged 
dack8-—MiDerab-— Canadian  resource  in  a  tempest  of  rain—Tramp  in 
search  of  the  picturesque — Search  for  native  coppei^Isle  Rojal  doscried 
—Indian  precaution — Their  ingenuity  —  Lake  action  —  Nebongunowin 
RiTcr — Eagles — Ladian  tomb— ^Kaug  Wuf^u.  ^ 

1831.  Lake  Superior  lay  before  us.  He  who,  for  the  firat 
time,  lifts  his  eyes  upon  this  expanse,  is  amazed  and  delighted  at 
its  magnitude.  Yastness  is  the  term  by  which  it  is,  more  than 
any  other,  described.  Clouds  robed  in  sunshine,  hanging  in 
fleecy  or  nebular  masses  above — a  bright,  pure  illimitable  plain 
of  water — blue  mountains,  or' dim  islands  in  the  distance — a  shore 
of  green  foliage  on  the  one  hand — a  waste  of  waters  on  the  other. 
These  are  the  prominent  objects  on  which  the  eye  rests.  We  are 
diverted  by  the  flight  of  birds,  as  on  the  ocean.  A  tiny  sail  in 
the  distance  reveals  the  locality  of  an  Indian  canoe.  Sometimes 
there  is  a  smoke  on  the  shore.  Sometimes  an  Indian  trader 
returns  with  the  avails  of  his  winter's  traflSc.  A  gathering  storm 
or  threatening  wind  arises.  All  at  once  the  voyageurs  burst  out 
into  one  of  their  simple  and  melodious  boat-songs,  and  the 
gazing  at  vastness  is  relieved  and  sympathy  at  once  awakened 
in  gayety.  Such  are  the  scenes  that  attend  the  navigation  of 
this  mighty  but  solitary  body  of  water.  That  nature  has  cre- 
ated such  a  scene  of  magnificence  merely  to  look  at,  is  con- 
trary to  her  usual  economy.  The  sources  of  a  busy  future  com- 
merce lie  concealed,  and  but  half  concealed,  in  its  rocks.  Its 
depths  abound  in  fish,  which  will  be  eagerly  sought,  and  even 
its  forests  are  not  without  timber  to  swell  the  objects  of  a  future 
commerce.  If  the  plough  is  destined  to  add  but  little  to  its  wealth, 
it  must  be  recollected  that  the  labors  of  the  plough  are  most  valu- 
able whcre^  the  area  suitable  for  its  dominion  is  the  smallest.    But 
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even  the  prairies  of  the  West  are  destined  to  waft  their  superabund- 
ance here. 

We  passed  the  lengthened  shores  which  give  outline  to  Taqui- 
menon  Bay.    We  turned  the  long  and  bleak  peninsula  of  White 
Fish  Point,  and  went  on  to  the  sandy  margin  of  Vermilion  Bay. 
Here  we  encamped  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  waited 
all  the  next  day  for  the  arrival  of  Lieut.  Robert  Clary  and  his 
detachment  of  men,  from  Fort  Brady,  who  were  to  form  a  part  of 
the  expedition.     With  him  was  expected  a  canoe,  under  the  oharge 
of  James  L.  Schoolcraft,  with  some  supplies  left  behind,  and  an 
express  mail.     They  both  arrived  near  evening  on  the  28th,  and 
thus  the  whole  expedition  was  formed  and  completed,  and  we  were 
prepared  Jbo  set  out  with  the  latest  mail.     Mr.  HoUiday  came  in 
from  his  wintering  grounds  about  the  same  time,  and  we  left  Ver- 
milion Bay  at  four  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  J.  L.  S. 
in  his  light  canoe,  and  chanting  Canadians  for  Sault  St.  Marie, 
and  we  for  the  theatre  of  our  destination. 

We  went  about  forty  miles  along  a  shore  exclusively  sandy,  and 
encamped  at  five  o'clock  in  the  evening  at  Grand  Marais.  This 
Is  a  striking  inlet  in  the  coast,  which  has  much  enlarged  itself 
-^rithin  late  years,  owing  to  the  force  of  the  north-west  storms.  It 
exhibits  a  striking  proof  of  lake  action.  The  next  day  we  passed 
-^he  naked  and  high  dunes  called  Grand  Sable,  and  the  storm- 
'■>eatea  and  impressive  horizontal  coat  of  the  Pictured  Rocks,  and 
encamped  at  Grand  Island,  a  distance  of  about  180  miles.  I 
bond  masses  of  gypsum  and  small  veins  of  calcareous  spar  im- 
edded  in  the  sandstone  rock  of  the  point  of  Grand  Sable.  Iron- 
nd  exists  in  consolidated  layers  at  the  cli£f  called  Doric  Rock. 
The  men  and  boats  were  now  in  good  traveling  trim,  and  we 
ent  on  finely  but  leisurely,  examining  such  features  in  the 
atural  history  as  Dr.  Houghton,  who  had  not  been  here  before, 
anxious  to  see.  On  the  1st  of  July,  we  encamped  at  Dead 
iver,  from  whence  I  sent  forward  a  canoe  with  a  message,  and 
ampom,  and  tobacco,  to  Gitchee  lauba,  the  head  chief  of  Ance«> 
ewy  wenon,  requesting  him  to  send  a  canoe  and  four  men  to  sup- 
;2)Iy  the  place  of  an  equal  number  from  the  Sault  St.  Marie,  sent 
lack,  and  to  accompany  mo  in  my  voyage  as  £ar  as  2^  Pointe. 
28 


I 


85-t  PSRSONAL  MSMOIM. 

Geologt. — ^We  spent  the  next  day  in  ezamming  the  magnesian 
and  calcareous  ruhblestone  which  appears  to  constitute  strata  rest- 
ing against  and  upon  the  serpentine  rock  of  Presque  Isle.     This 
rock  is  highly  charged  with  what  appears  to  be  chromate  of  iron. 
We  examined  the  bay  behind  this  peninsula,  which  appears  to  be 
a  harbor  capable  of  admitting  large  vessels^     We  ascended  a 
conical  hill  rising  from  the  bay,  which  the  Indians  call  Tot&th,  or 
Breast  Mountain.  .  Having  been  the  first  to  ascend  its  apex,  the 
party  named  it  Sohoolcraft'9  Mountain.    Near  and  w;est  of  it,  is 
a  lower  saddle-shaped  mountain,  caljed  by  the  native. The  Oradle 
Top.     Granite  Point  exhibits  trap  dykes  in  syenite..    The  hpri- 
sontal  red  sandstone,  which  forms  the  peninsula  connecting,  this 
point  with  the  main,  rests  against  and  upon  portions  of  the  granite, 
showing  its  subsidence  from  water  at  a  period  subsequent  to  the 
upheaval  of  the  syenite  and  trap* ,  This  entire  coast,  reaching 
from  Chocolate  Biver  to  Huron  Bay— ^  distance  of  some  seventy 
miles— consists  of  granite  hills,  which,  viewed  from  the  top  of 
the  Totosh,  has  the  rolling  appearance  of  the  sea  in  violent  motion. 
Its  chief  value  must  result  from  its  minerals,  <tf  which  iron  ap- 
pears to  constitute  an  important  item. 

We  reached  Huron  Biver  on  the  4th  of  July  about  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  having  come  on  with  a  fine  wind.  At  this  place 
we  met  Mr.  Aitkin's  brigade  of  boats,  seven  in  number,  with  the 
year's  hunts  of  the  Fond  du  Lac  department.  I  landed  and  wrote 
official  notes  to  the  Sault  St.  Marie  and  to  Washington,  acquaint- 
ing the  government  with  my  progress,  and  giving  intelligence  of 
the  state  of  the  Indians. 

Traders'  Boats. — Mr.  Aitkin  reports  that  a  great  nomber  of 
the  Indians  died  of  starvation,  at  his  distant  posts,  during  the 
winter,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  wild  rice.  That  he  collected 
for  his  own  use  but  eight  bushels,  instead  of  about  as  many  hun- 
dreds. That  he  had  visited  Grov.  Simpson  at  Pembina,  and  found 
the  latter  unwilling  to  make  any  arrangements  on  the  subject  of 
discontinuing  the  sale  of  whisky  to  the  Indians.  That  I  was  ex- 
*pected  by  the  Indians  on  the  Upper  Mississippi,  in  consequence  of 
the  messages  sent  in,  last  fall.  That  efforts  continue  to  be  made 
by  the  agent  at  St.  Peters,  to  draw  the  Chippewas  to  that  post, 
notwithstanding  the  bloodshed  and  evils  resulting  from  such  visits. 
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That  a  hard  opposition  in  trade  has  been  manifested  by  the  Hnd- 
eon's  Bay  Company.  That  they  have  given  out  medals  to 
etrengthen  and  increase  their  influence  with  our  Indians.  And  that 
liquor  is  required  to  oppose  them  at  Pembina^  WarRoad,  Rainy 
Xiake,  Vermilion  Lake  and  Grand  Portage. 

Dog  AJfD  PoBCUPiNE. — While  at  Huron  River,  we  saw  a  lost 
dog  left  ashore,  who  had  been  goaded  by  hunger  to  attack  a  por- 
cupine.    The  quills  of  the  latter  were  stuck  thickly  into   the 
sides  of  the  nose  and  head  of  the  dog.     Inflammation  had  taken   ' 
place,  rendering  the  poor  beast  an  object  of  pity  and  disgust. 

BuBBOWiNa  Birds. — At  Point  Aux  Beignes  (Pancake  Point) 
one  of  the  men  caught  a  kingfisher  by  clapping  his  hand  Qver 
an  otrifice  in  the  bank.    He  also  took  from  its  nest  six  eggs.  .  The 
bank  was  perforated  by  numbers  of  these  orifices.     At  this  point 
-we  observed  the  provisions  of  our  advance  came,  put  in  cache^ 
to  lighten  it  for  the  trip  down  the  bay.    Leaving  Mr.  G.  Johnston 
and  Mr.  Melancthon  Woolsey  at  this  point  to  await  the  return  of 
the  canoe,  I  proceeded  to  Cascade,  or,  as  it  is  generally  .called^ 
Little  Montreal  River.    Johnston  and  Woolsey  came  up  during 
'the  n^ht.    Ifext  morning  an  Indian  came  from  a  lodge,  leading  a 
^oung  otter  by  a  string.   The  animal  played  about  gracefully,  but 
ire  had  no'temptation  to  purchase  him  with  our  faces  set  to  the 
^wilderness.     At  the  latter  place,  which  is  on  a  part  of  the  Sandy- 
"bay  of  Graybeast  River,  the  trap  formation,  which  is  the  copper- 
l>earing  rock,  is  first  seen.     This  rock,  which  forms  the  great 
peninsula  of  Eewywenon,  rises  into  cliffs  on  this  bay,  which  i^t 
the  elevation  called  Mammels  by  the  French,  deserve  the  name  of 
mountains.    Portions  of  this  rock,  viewed  in  extenso,  are  over- 
laid by  amygdaloid  and  rubblestone — the  latter  of  which  forms  a 
remarkable  edging  to  the  formation,  in  some  places,  on  the  north- 
west shore,  that  makes  a  canal,  as  at  the  Little  Marrias. 

Kewsbna  Peninsula. — We  were  six  days  in  coasting  around 
this  peninsula,  which  is  highly  metalliferous.  At  some  points  we 
employed  the  blast,  to  ascertain  the  true  character  and  contents  of 
the  soil.  At  others  we  went  inland,  and  devoted  the  time  in  ez- 
I^oring  its  range  and  extent.   We  examined  the  outstanding  isolated 
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vein  of  carbonate  of  copper,  called  Itoehe  ITeH  by  the  Freneh. 
In  seeking  for  ita^onnection  on  the  main  .shore,  I  discoYta^d  the 
black  oxide  in  the  same  vein.  Ip  /the  range  of  the  greMistcine 
abont  two  leagues  south  of  this  point,  avem  of  n^re  c«qppar^ 
with  ores  and  veinstones,  was  observed,  atid  specimena  taken. 

The  N.  W.  coast  of  the  peninsula  is  greatly  serrated  and 
broken,  {^bounding  in  little  bays  and'  inlets,  and  giving  prooft  of 
the  terrible  action  of  the  storms  on  this  rugged  «hore. 

Notes  of  these  examinations  and  of  a  trip  inland  were  made, 
which  cf^nnot  here  be  referred  to  mote  particuladrly. 

Unfledqed  Ducks. — The  men  had  rare  and  very  exciting  sport, 
in  coasting  around  the  peninsula,  in  catching  th^  young  of  the 
ouzig — which  is  the  sawbill.  In  the  early  part  of  the  m6nth  of 
July,  the  wings  of  the  young  are  not  sufficiently  developed  to 
enable  them  to  fly.  They  •  will  run  on  the  Water^  flapping 
th^ir  unfledged  wings,  with  great  speed;  but  the  gay  Frenchmen, 
shouting  at  the  top  of  their  lungs,  would  propel  their  canoeq  so  as 
to  overtake  them  whenever  the  little  fugitives  could  not  find  slMBle 
nook  in  the  rock  to  hide  in.  They  chased  down  one  day  thirteen 
in  this  way,  which  were  found  a  most  tender  and  delicate  dish. 
The  excitement  in  these  chases  was  extreme.  At  the  Grand  Mar- 
rias  (now  near  Fort  Wilkins)  we  obtained  from  the  shore  of  the 
inner  bay,  agates,  stilbite,  and  smoky  quartz,  &c. 

Singular  Vivacity. — In  going  from  this  bay  through  a  rock- 
bound  strait,  the  rain  fell  literally  in  sheets.  There  was  no  es- 
cape, and  our  only  philosophy  was  to  sit  still  and  bear  it.  The 
shower  was  so  great  that  it  obscured  objects  at  a  short  distance. 
All  at  once  the  men  struck  up  a  cheerful  boat  song,  which  they 
continued,  paddling  with  renewed  energy,  till  the  shower  abated. 
I  believe  no  other  people  under  the  sun  would  have  thought  of 
such  a  resource. 

Tramp  in  Search  of  the  Picturesque. — The  wind  rising 
ahead,  we  took  shelter  in  an  inlet  through  the  trap  range,  which 
we  called  Houghton's  Cove.  After  taking  a  lunch  and  drying  our 
things,  it  was  proposed  to  visit  a  little  lake,  said  to  give  origin  to  the 
stream  fulling  into  its  head.     The  journey  proved  a  toilsome  one; 
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bat,  after  pasamg  throagl)  woods  and  defiles,  we  at  length  stood  on 

a  cliff  irhich  overlooked  the  object  sought  for — a  pond  covered 

irith  aquatic  plants.     Wherever  we  might  have  gone  in  search  of 

the  picturesque^  this  seemed  the  last  place  to  find  it.     On  again 

reacliing  the  lake  the  wind  was  found  less  fierce,  and  we  went  on 

to  Pine  River,  where  we  encamped  on  coarse,  loose  gravel. 

Search  for  Native  Copper. — The  next  day  the  wind  blpw 
fiercely,  and  we  could  not  travel.  In  consequence  of  reports  from 
the  Indians  of  a  large  mass  of  copper  inland,  I  manned  a  light 
oanoe,  and,  leaving  the  baggage  and  camp  in  charge  of  L^sart, 
-went  back  to  a  small  bay  called  Muslikeeg,  and  went  inland  under 
trheir  guidance.  We  wandered  many  miles,  always  on  the  point  of 
rnaking  the  discovery,  but  never  making  it ;  and  returned  with  our 
fatigue  for  our  pains.  It  was  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  before 
"we  returned  to  our  camp — a,t  eight  the  wind  abated,  and  we  em'. 
l>arkeil,  and,  after  traveling  diligently  all  night,  reached  the  west- 
ern terminus  of  the  Keweena  portage  at  two  o'clock  next  morning-^ 
liaving  advanced,  in  this  time  about  twenty-four  miles.  Next  day, 
«July  10,  the  wind' rose  again  violently  ahead. 

Isle  Royal  Descried. — In  coming  down  the  coast  of  the  Ke- 
eena  Peninsula,  we  descried  the  peaks  of  this  island  seen  dimly  in 
he  distance,  which  it  is  not  probable  could  have  been  done,  if  the ' 
istance  were  over  sixty  miles. 

Indian  Precaution,  their  Ingenuity. — We  found  several 
hippo wa  Indians  encamped.  They  brought  a  trout,  the  large 
ake  trout,  and  were,  as  usual,  very  friendly.  We  saw  a  fresh 
eaver^s  skin  stretched  on  the  drying  hoop,  at  the  Buffalo's  son's 
"^odge.  But  the  women  had  secreted  themselves  and  children  in 
the  woods,  with  the  dried  skins,  supposing  that  a  trader^s  canoe  < 
had'  landed,  as  we  had  landed  in  the  night.  This  may  give  some 
idea  of  the  demands  of  trade  that  are  usually  made,  and  the  cau- 
tion that  is  observed  by  them  when  a  trader  lands. 

We  here  saw  the  claws  of  two  owls,  with  the  skin  and  leg  feathers 
adhering,  sewed  together  so  closely  and  skilfully,  by  the  Indian 
women,,  as  to  resemble  a  nondescript  with  eight  claws.  It  Wfui 
only  by  a  close  inspection  that  we  could  discover  the  joinings. 
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Lake  Actiost. — ^The  geological  action  of  the  lake  against  .the 
high  banks  of  diluvion,  at  this  spot,  is  very  striking.  It  has -torn 
away  nearly  all  the  ancient  encamping  ground,  including  the  Indian 
burials.  .  Human  bones  were  found  scattered  along  the  declirity  of 
fallen  earth.  An  entire  skull  was  picked  up,  with  the  bark,  WFjup- 
pings  of  the  body,  tibia,  &c. 

At  seven  in  the  evening  the  tempest  ceased  so  as  to  enable  u^  to 
embark.  We  kept  Olose  in  shore,  as  the  wind  was  oS  land,  a  eom- 
mon  occurrence  on  these  lakes  at  night.  On  tmrning  the  point  of 
red  sandstone  rock,  which  the  Indians  call  Pti^^f-di>-i0au  (Port- 
age), jthe  Porcupine  Mountains  rose  to  our  view,  directly  west,  pre- 
senting an  azure  outline  6f  very  striking  lineament»-7-an  animal 
couchant.  As  night  drew  on,  the  water  became  constantly  smoother ; 
it  was  nine  before  daylight  could  be  said  to  leave  us.  '  We  passed, 
in  rapid  succession,  the  Mauzhe-ma-gwoos  or  Trout,  Oraverod's, 
Unnebishj  or  Elm,  and  Pug-ge-do-wa,  or  Misery  River,  in  Fishing 
Bay.  Here  we  overtook  Lieut.  Clary, .and  encamped  at  one  o'clock 
A.  M.  (11th).  We  were  on  the  lake  again  at  five  o'clock.  We 
turned  point  a  la  Peche^  and  stopped  at  River  Nehan^um-o-win 
for  breakfast.  While  thus  engaged,  the  wind  rose  and  shifted 
ahead.     This  confined  us  to  the  spot. 

Nebauqumowin  Rjver. — Mr.  Johnston,  Dr.  Houghton,  and 
Mr.  Woolsey,  made  an  excursion  in  a  canoe  up  the  river.  They 
went  about  three  or  four  miles — found  the  water  deep,  and  the 
banks  high  and  dry  on  the  right  side  (going  up),  and  covered  with 
maple,  ash,  birch,  &c.  At  that  di^ance  the  stream  was  obstructed 
by  logs,  but  the  depth  of  water  continued.  Dr.  H.  added  to  his 
botanical  collection.  Altogether  appearances  are  represented 
more  favorable  than  would  be  inferred  from  the  sandy  and  swampy 
character  of  the  land  about  its  discharge  into  the  lake. 

Eagles. — While  at  the  Mauzhe-ma-gwooB  River,  Lieut.  Clary 
captured  a  couple  of  young  eagles,  by  letting  his  men  cut  down  a 
large  pine.  One  of  the  birds  had  a  wing  broken  in  falling.  They 
were  of  the  bald-headed  kind,  to  which  the  Chippewas  apply  the 
term  Megizzij  or  barker.  He  also  got  a  young  mink  from  an  In* 
tlian  called  Wabeno.  The  men  also  caught  some  trout  in  that 
river,  for  which  it  is  remarkable. 

At  two  o'clock  the  wind  had  somewhat  abated,  so  as  to  allow  us  to 
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take  the  hike,  and  we  reached  and  entered  the  Ontonagon  River 
at  half  past  four  o'clock.     Mr.  Johnston  with  .the  store  canoe., 
and  Lieut.  Clary  with  his  boat,  came  in  successively  with  colors  fly- 
ing.    Kimrtt-kay  the  chief,  and  his  hand  saluted  us  with  several 
rounds  of  musketry  from  the  opposite  shore.    Afterwards  they 
crossed  to.  our  camp,  and  the  usual  exchange  of  ceremonies  and 
civilities  took  place.     In  a  speech  from  the  chief  he  complained 
mueh  of  hunger,  and  presented  his  hand  as  objects  of  charitable 
notice.    I  explained  to  him  the  paeific  object  of  my  journey,  and  the 
route  to  be  pursued,  and  requested  the  efficient  co-operation  of  him- 
self and  his  band  in  putting  a  stop  to  war  parties,  referring  parti- 
cularly to  that  by  Kewaynokwut  in  1824,  which,  although  raised 
against  the  Sioux,  had  murdered  Finley  and  his  men  at  Lake  Pepin. 
This  party  was  raised  on  the  sources  of  the  Ontonagon  and  Chi{>- 
pewa.  I  told  him  how  impossible  it  was  that  his  Great  Father  should 
ever  see  their  faces  in  peace  while  they  countenance  or  connive  at 
such  dastardly  war  parties,  who  went  in  quest  of  a  foe,  and  not  find- 
ing him,  fell  upon  a  friend.  lie  said  he  had  not  forgotten  this.  Even 
now,  I  continued,  a  chief  of  the  Sauks  was  trying  to  enlist  the  In- 
dians in  a  scheme  of  extreme  hostilities.   It  w:a8  a  delusion.   They 
had  no  British  allies' to  rally  on  as  in  former  wars.     The  time  was 
past — past  fotevcr  for  such  plans.     We  are  in  profound  peace. 
And  their  Great  Father,  the  President,  would,  if  the  scheme  was 
pursued  by  that  chief,  order  his  whole  army  to  crush  him.     I  i^e- 
quested  him  to  inform  me  of  any  messages,  or  tobacco,  or  wam- 
pum they  might  receive,  on  the  subject  of  that  chiefs  movement, 
or  any  other  government  matter.    And  to  send  no  answer  to  any 
such  message  without  giving  me  notice. 

At  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  next  day  (12th  July), 
Dr.  Houghton,  Mr.  Johnston,  Lieut.  Clary,  and  Mr.  Woolsey,  with 
nine  Canadians  and  one  soldier^  set  out  in  my  canoe  to  visit  the 
copper  rock.  Konteka  sent  me  a  fine  carp  in  the  morning.  Af-. 
terwards  he  and  the  other  chief  come  over  to  visit  me.  The  chief 
said  that  his  child,  who  had  been  very  ill,  was  better,  and  asked  me 
for  some  white  rice  (waube  monomin)  for  it,  which  I  gave.  .  I 
also  directed  a  dish  of  flour  and  other  provisions  to  enable  him  to 
have  a  feast.  • 

Indian  Tomb. — One  of  the  Indians  had  a  son  drowned  a  few 
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days  before  our  arrival ;  the  grave  Iras  neatly  picketed  in.  On 
ide  west  side  of  the  river  is  a  grave  or  tomb  above  ground,  resem- 
bling a  lodge,  containing  the  coffin  of  a  chief,,  who  desired  to  be 
thus  buried,  as  he  believed  his  spirit  would  go  directly  upi. 

Konteka  has  a  countetiance  indicative  pf  sense  and  benevolence. 
I  asked  him  the  number  of  his  band.  He  replied  sixty-four  men 
and  boys,  women  and  girls*  Sixteen'  were  hunters,  of  whom  thir- 
teen were  men  grown. 

Kauowudju. — The  Porcupine  Mountains,  which  first  loomed 
up  after  passii^g  Puggedawa  Point,  were  very  plainly  pictured  be- 
fore U8  in  the  landscape.  I  asked  Konteka  their  Indian  name. 
He  replied  Kaug  Wudju.  I  asked  him  why  they  were  so  called. 
He  said  from  a  resemblance  to  a  couching  porcupine.  I  put 
several  questions  to  him  to  ascertain  the  beat  place  of  ascent.  He 
said  that  the  mountain  properly  faced  the  south,  in  a  very  high 
perpendicular  cliff,  having  a  lake  at  its  bottom.  The  latter  w^ 
on  a  level  with  Lake  Superior.  Ta  see  this  lake  it  was  necessary 
to  go  round  towards  the  south.  It  was  a  day's  journey  from  the 
lake  to  the  top  of  the  cliff.  To  the  first  elevation  it  was  as  far  as 
to  the  Red  Rocks — say  three  miles,  but  through  a  cedar  thicket, 
and  bad  walking. 

Visit  to  the  Copper  Rock. — The  party  returned  from  this 
place  on  the  13th,  late  in  the  afternoon,  bringing  specimens  of  the 
native  copper.  They  were  nine  hours  in  getting  to  the  forks,  and 
continued  the  rest  of  the  day  in  getting  to  the  rack,  where  they 
encamped.  They  had  been  four  hours  in  descending  what  required 
nine  in  going  up.  The  doctor  brought  several  fine  and  large 
masses  of  the  pure  metal. 


} 
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CHAPTER    XXXVIII. 

ACCOUNT  OF  THE  HIGHLANDS  BETWEEN  LAKE  SUPERIOR  AND  THE 

MISSYSSIPPI. 

e  shores — Sub-Indian  agency— rlndian  transactions — Old  fort,  site  of  a 
tragedy — ^Maskigo  River;  its  rapids  and  character — Great  Wunnegum 
Portage— Botany — Length  of  the  Mauvais — Indian  carriers — Lake  Kage- 
nogumaug — Portage  lakes — Namakagun  River ,  its  character,  rapids,  pine 
lands,  &c. — Pukwa^wa  village — A- new  species  of  natrve  fruit — Incidents 
on  the  Namakagun ;  its  birds,  plants,  &c. 

1831.  LaIKe  Shores:— I  had  a  final  conference  with  the  In- 
dians of  the  Ontanagon  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  July,  and, 
at  ita  conclusion  distributed  presents  to  all.  I  sent  Grcrmain 
with  a  canoe  and  .men  for  St.  Mary's  with  dispatches,  and  em^ 
barked  for  La  Pointe  at  half  past  eight,  A.  M.  After  keeping 
the  lake  for  two  hours,  we  were  compelled  by  adverse  winds  to  put 
ashore  near  Iron  River ;  we  were  detained  here  the  rest  of  the  day. 
After  botanizing  at  this  spot,  Dr.  Houghton  remarks^  that  since 
arriving  at  the  Ontanagon,  he  finds  plants  which  belong  to  a 
more  southerly  climate. 

The  next  morning  (15th)  we  embarked  at  three  o'clock  and  went 
on  finely-— stopped  for  breakfast  at  Carp  River,  under  the  Porcu- 
pine Mountains — the  Pesabic  of  the  Indians.  On  coming  out  into 
the  lake  again  the  wind  was  fair,  and  increased  to  blow  freshly. 
We  went  on  to  Montreal  River,  where  it  became  a  side  wind,  and 
prevented  our  keeping  the  lake.  I  took  this  occasion  to  walk  in-' 
land  eleven  payees  on  the  old  porti(ge  path  to  Fountain  Hill,  for 
the  purpose  of  enjoying  the  fine  view  of  the  lake,  which  is  pre- 
sented from  that  elevation.  The  rocks  are  puddingstone  and 
Baiidatone,  and  belong  to  the  Porbupine  Mountain  develo;()ment. 

Returned  from  this  excursion  at  seven  o'clock — took  a  cup;  of 
tea,  and  finding  the  wind  abated,  re-embarked.     By  ten  o'clock 
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at  night  we  reached  and  entered  the  Mauvaise  or  Maskigo  River, 
where  we  found  Lieut.  Clarj  encamped.  After  drying  our  clothes, 
we  went  on  to  La  Pointe,  which  we  reached  at  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning  (16th),  and  immediately  went  to  Mr.  Johnston's  build- 
ings. 

SuB-AGENCT. — Mr.  Ooorge  Johnston  was  appointed  Sab*agent 
of  Indian  Affairs  at  this  point  in  1826,  after  th^  visit  of  that  year 
of  Gen.  Cass  and  Col.  McEenney  to  this  remote  section  of  the 
country.  It  has  proved  a  useful  office  for  acquirii^  information 
of  the  state  and  views  of  the  interior  Indians,  and  as  supervising 
the  Indian  trade.  We  were  made  very  comfortable  in  his  quar- 
ters. 

Indian  Transactions.  —  Pezhikej  with  the  secondary  chief, 
Tagwaugig  and  his  band,  visited  me.  Conferred  with  them  on  the 
state  of  the  Indians  on  the  St.  Croix  and  Chippewa  Rivers  at  Lac 
Courtorielle,  &c.,  the  best  route  for  entering  the  region  interme- 
diate between  Lake  Superior  and  the  Mississippi. 

Pezhike  thought  my  canoes  too  large  to  pass  the  small  bend^  on 
the  route  of  the-  Lac  du  Flambeau :  he  said  the  waters  of  the 
Brovie,  or  Misakoda  River,  were  too  low  at  this  time  to  ascend 
that  stream.  He  said  that  Mozojeedj  the  chief  of  Lac  Courtorielle, 
had  been  here  awaiting  me,  but,  concluding  I  would  not  come,  had 
returned.  His  return  had  been  hastened  by  a  report  that  the 
Sioux  had  formed  a  league  with  the  Winnebagoes  and  McQomonies 
to  attack  his  village. 

Pezhike  gave  in  his  population  at  eighty  souls,  of  which  number 
eighteen  were  men,  twenty-six  women,  and  the  remainder  children. 
He  made  a  speech  responding  to  the  sentiments  uttered  by  me, 
and  promising  the  aid  of  his  band  in  the  pacification  of  the  coun- 
try. As  an  evidence  of  his  sincerity  he  presented  a  peace-pipe^ 
I  concluded  the  interview  by  distributing  presents  of  ammunition 
and  iron  works  to  each  man,  agreeably  to  his  count.  I  then  sent 
Indian  runners  with  messages  to  Bwoinace  at  Yellow  River,  on  the 
St.  Croix,  to  be  forwarded  by  hand  to  Chacopee,  on  Snake  River, 
to  meet  me  at  Yellow  River  in  twelve  days.  Sent  a  message  to 
the  same  chief,  to  be  forwarded  to  Mozojeed  at  Lac  Courtorielle^ 
to  meet  me  at  that  place  with  his  band  on  the  1st  August,  and 
another  message  to  be  forwarded  by  him  to  Lac  du  Flambeau,  at 
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-^e  head  of  the  Chippewa  River,  with  directions  for  the  Indians 
^^0  meet  me  at  their  principal  village,  as  soon  after  the  1st  August 
<^ta  I  can  get  there,  of  which  they  will  he  the  best  judges.  I  de- 
termined to' enter  the  country  myself,  by  the  Mauvais  or  Masldgo 

JIRiver,  notwithstanding  the  numerous  rafts  of  trees  that  embarrass. 

^he  navigation — the  water  being  abundant. 

Old  Pobt,  site  of  a  Tragedy. — The  military  barge,  LieuL' 
Clary,  started  for  the  Maskigo,  with  a  fair  wind,  on  the  18th.  A 
soldier  had  previously  deserted.  I  sent  to  the  chief,  Pcxhike,  to 
dispatch  his  ^oung  men  to  catch  him,  and  they  immediately  went. 
After  setting  out,  the  i^ind  was  found  too  strong  to  resist  with  pad- 
dles, and  I  turned  into  the  sheltered  bay  of  the  old  French  fort. 
The  site  and  ground  lines  are  only  left. 

It  was  a  square  with  bastions.  The  site  is  overgrown  with  red 
haw  and  sumac.  The  site  of  a  blacksmith  shop  was  also  pointed 
out.  This  is  an  evidence  of  early  French  and  Missionary  enter- 
prise, and  dates  about  1660. .  There  is  a  tale  of  a  tragedy  con- 
nected with  a  female,  at  its  abandonment.  The  guns,  it  is  said, 
were  thrown  in  the  bay.  The  wind  having  abated,  we  again  put 
out  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  went  safely  into  the  Mas- 
ligo  and  encamped. 

Maskigo  River.— We  began  the  ascent  of  this  stream  on  the 

idth,  at  half-past  four  A.  M. ;  landed  at  seven  for  breakfast,  at  the 

old  Indian  gardens ;  at  eight  went  on  ;  at  ten  reached  the  first 

portage,  passed  it  in  an  hour ;  went  on  till  one  o'clock ;  afterwards 

l>^s8ed  two  other  portages  of  about  three  hundred  yards  each ;  and 

ent  on  to  the  great  raft  of  flood  wood,  being  the  fourth  portage^ 

we  encamped  at  three  o'clock,  at  its  head.    Mosquitoes  very 

^nojing.     Estimate  our  distance  at  thirty  miles. 

On  the  next  morning  (20th)  we  embarked  in  good  deep  water  at 
mght  o'dock.  We  reached  rapids  at  eleven  o'clock.  Passed  a 
of  irropauseSy  and  took  dinner  at  the  terminus.  Sandstone 
rms  the  bed  of  the  river  at  the  rapids  here.  It  inclined  E.S.  E. 
l>out  75^.  A  continual  rapid,  called  the  Galley,  being  over  a 
xown  sandstone  rock,  succeeds,  in  which  rapids  follow  rapids  at 
R^ort  intervals.  We  encamped  at  the  Kaft  japids.  The  men  toiled 
like  dogs,  but  willingly  and  without  grumbling.  Next,  day  (2l8t) 
e  were  early  on  the  water,  and  passed  the  crossing  of  the  Indian 
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portago  path  from  St.  Charles  Bay,  at  La  Pointe,-to  the  Foils  of 
St.  Anthony,  We  followed  a  wide  bcfnd  of  the  river,  around  the 
four  pause  portage.  This  was  a  continued  rapid.  The  men  toiled 
incessantly,  being  constantly  in  the  watet.  '  The  bark  of  the  canoes 
became  so  saturated  with,  water  that  they  were  limber,,  and  bent 
under  the  weight  of  carrying  them  on  the  portages.  We  encamped, 
very  mueh  tired,  but  the  men  soon  rallied,  and  never  complained. 
It  was  admirable  to  see  such  fidelity  and  buoyancy  of  character. 

We  were  now  daily  toiling  up  the.  ascent  of  the  summit  which 
separates  the  basin  of  Lake  Superior  from  the* valley  of  the  upper 
Mississippi.  The  exertion  ^as  incredible.  I  expected  every  day 
some  of  the  men  to  give  out,  but  their  pride  to  conquer  hardships 
was,  with  them,  the  point  of  honor.  They  gloried  in  feats  under 
which  ordinary  men  would  have  fainted.  To  carry  a  horse  load 
over  a  portage  path  which  a  horse  could  not.  walk,  is  an  exploit 
which  none  but  a  Canadian  voyageur  would  sigh  for  the  accom- 
plishment of. 

On  the  22d,  we  came  to  a  short  portage,  after  going  about  six 
miles,  during  a  violent  rain  storm.  Then^  three  portages  of  short 
extent,  say  fifty  to  three  hundred  y^rds  each,  in  quick  succession. 
After  the  last,  some  comparatively  slight  rapids.  Fibally,  smooth 
water  and  a  sylvan  country,  level  and  grassy.  We  were  evidently 
near  the  summit.  Soon  came  to  the  forks,  and  took  the  left  hand. 
Came  afterwards  to  three  branches,  and  took  the  south.  Followed  a 
distance  through  alder  bushes  bending  from  each  side  ;  this  required 
skill  in  dodging,  for  the  bushes  were  covered  with  caterpillars. 
Vfe  formed  an  encampment  on  this  narrow  stream  by  cutting  away 
bushes,  and  beating  down  high  grass  and  nettles.  Here  was  good 
soil  capable  of  profitable  agriculture. 

Great  Wunxegum  Portage. — The  next  morning  we  resumed 
the  ascent  of  this  branch  at  six  o'clock,  and  reached  the  beginning 
of  the  Gitchy  Wun-ne-gum  portage  at  nine  o'clock  A.  M.  This 
was  the  last  great  struggle  in  the  ascent.  We  spent  about  three 
hours  in  drying  baggage,  corn,  tents,  beds,  &c.  Then  went  on  four 
pauses  over  the  portage  and  encamped  in  sight  of  a  pond.  The 
next  day  we  accomplished  ten  pauses^  a  hard  day's  work.  We 
encamped  near  a  boulder  of  granite  of  the  drift  stratum,  which 
contained  brilliant  plates  of  mica.     Water  scarce  and  bad.     Our 
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tea  was  madc^of  a  brown  pondy  liquid,  which  looked  like  water  in 
a  tann'er*8  Tat. 

We  passed,  and  stopped  to  examine,  Indian  symbols  on  the  blazed 
side  of  a  tree,  which  told  a  story  to  our  auxiliary  Indians  of  a 
znoose  having  been  killed  by  certain  men,  whose  family  name,  or 
znark,  was  denoted,  &c.  We  had  previously  passed  several  of  these 
hunting  inscriptions  in  our  ascent  of  the  Mauvais,  and  one  in  par- 
t^icular  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  four  pause  portage.  We  were 
o^tonisfaped  to  perceive  that  these  figures  were  read  as  easy  as  per- 
fect gazettes  by  our  Indian  guides. 

We  were  also  pleased,  notwithstanding  the  severe  labor  of  the 

1 

^Mj>eeun,  to  observe  the  three  auxiliary  Ghippewas,  with  uis,  playing 
in  tbe  evening  at  the  game  of  the  bowl,  an  amusement  in  wtuoh 
some  of  the  men  participated. 

On  the  25th  we  went  three  pauses  to  breakfast,  in  a  hollow  or 
rav;ne,  and  pushing  on,  crossed  the  last  ridge,  and  at  one  o'clock 
reached  the  foot  of  Lake  Ka-ge-no-gum-aug,  a  beautiful  and  elon- 
gated sheet  of  water,  which  is  the  source  of  this  branch  of  the 
Moskigo  River.     Thus  a  point  was  gained.     An  hour  after,  the 
baggage  arrived,  and  by  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  \he  canoes  all 
arrived.    This  lake  is  about  nine  miles  long. 

Botany. — In  the  ascent  of  this  stream,  Dr.  Houghton  has  col- 
lected  about  two  hundred  plants.  The  forest  trees  are  elm,  pine, 
spruce,  maple,  ironwood,  linden,  cherry,  oak,  and  beach.  Lcather- 
ood  is  a  shrub  common  on  the  portage. 

The  length  of  this  river,  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  the  point 
t  which  we  left  it,  we  compute  at  one  hundrcyJ  and  four  miles. 

The  three  young  Indians,  sent  from  La  Pointc,  by  Pezhikc,  to 
elp  us  on  the  portages,  having  faithfully  attended  us  all  the  way, 
ere  dismissed  to  go  back,  at  seven  o'clock  this  morning — after 
eing  abundantly  and  satisfactorily  paid  for  their  services  in  ammu- 
ition  and  provisions.  On  parting,  they  expressed  a  design  of 
Lsiting  at  the  agency,  next  spring. 

Lake  KA-aE-NO-ouM-AUO. — ^At  nine  in  the  morning,  we  embarked 

the  lake  in  four  canoes,  having  left  the  fifth  at  the  other  end  of 

^he  portage  for  the  La  Pointe  Indians  to  return.    Two  of  the  flotilla 

^>f  canoes  werQ  occupied  by  the  military  under  Lieut.  Olary.   After 
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proceeding  a  little  less  than  two  hours  through  a  very  irregular, 
elongated,  and  romantic  lake,  we  reached  a  portage  in  the  direction 
of  the  Namakagun,  fork  of  the  St.  Croix  Biver.  Its  waters  were 
clear ;  we  observed  fish  and  ducks.  This  portage  is  called  Mikenok, 
or  the  Turtle,  tt  proved  to  be  two  hundred  and  eighty  yards  to 
a  pond,  or  small  lake,  named  Turtle  Lake.  About  two  hundred 
yards  of  this  portage  lies  over  a  dry  pine-  ridge,  the  remainder  bog. 
On  crossing  this  little  sheet,  we  encountered  another  portage  of 
one  thousand,  and  seventy-five  yards,  terminating  at'  a  second  lake 
named  Clary's  Lake.  This  portage  lies  over  an  open  pine  ridge, 
from  which  the  timber  has  been  chiefly  burned.  The  shrubs  and 
plants  are  young  bush  poplars,  whortleberries,  shad-hush^  brake 
and  sweet  fern.  Both  ends  of  it  are  skirted  with  bog.  The  highest 
grounds  exhibit  boulders.  About  five  o'clock  the  canoes  came  up, 
and  we  embarked  on  the  lake  and  crossed  it,  and,  striking  the  port- 
age path,  went  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  yards  to  a  third  lake, 
called  Polyganum,  from  the  abundance  of  plant.  We  crossed  this 
and  encamped  on  its  border. 

This  frequent  shifting  and  changing  of  baggage  and  canoes  ex- 
hausted the  men,  who  have  not  yet  recovered  from  the  toils  of  the 
long  portage.  Three  q{  them  were  disabled  from  wounds  or  bnuaes. 
Laporte,  the  eldest  man  of  our  party,  fell  with  a  heavy  load,  on 
the  great  Wunnegum  portage,  and  drove  a  small  knot  into  his  scalp. 
The  doctor  bandaged  it,  and  wondered  why  he  had  not  fractured 
his  skull.  Yet  the  old  man's  voyageur  pride  would  not  permit 
him  to  lie  idle.  If  he  died  under'  the  carrying-strap^  he  was  de- 
termined to  die  game. 

• 

Namakagun  Rivbb. — Early  on  the  27th  we  were  astir^  and 
followed  the  path  1050  yards,  which  we  made  in  two  pauses  to 
the  banks  of  the  Namakagun  River,  the  most  southerly  fork  of  the 
St.  Croix.  We  were  now  on  the  waters  tributary  to  the  Mississippi, 
and  sat  down  to  our  breakfast  of  fried  pork  and  tea  with  exulta- 
tion. 

Dead  pines  cover  the  ground  between  Lake  Polyganum  and  the 
Namakagun.  A  great  fire  appears  to  have  raged  here  formerly, 
destroying  thousands  of  acres  of  the  most  thrifty  and  tall  pines. 
Nobody  can  estimate  the  extent  of  this  destruction.  The  plain  is 
now  grown  up  with  poplar,  hazle-bush,  scrub-oak,  and  whortle- 
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berry.     The  river,  where  the  portage  strikes  it,  ij9  about  seventy- 

£ve    feet  wide,  and  shallow,  the  deepest  parts  not  exceeding 

eighteen  inches.    It  is  bordered  on  the  opposite  side  with  large 

pines,  hardwood,  and  spmce.     Observed  amygdaloid  nnder  foot 

among  the  granite,  and  sandstone  boulders. 

Aboat  one  o'clock  the  baggage  and  canoes  had  all  come  up, 
&xid  we  embarked  on  the  waters  of  the  Namakagun.    Rapids  soon 
o1>8t  meted  our  descent.     At  these  it  was  necessary  for  the  men  to 
^et  out  and  lift  the  canoes.    It  was  soon  necessary  for  us  to  -get 
out  ourselves  and  walk  in  the  bed  of  the  stream.    It  was  at  l^st 
£band  necessary  to  throw  overboard  the  kegs  of  pork,  &c.,  and  let 
'tbem  float  down.     This  they  would  not  do  without  men  to  guide 
'tbem  and  roll  them  along  in  bad  places.     Some  of  the  bags  from 
the  canoes  were  next  obliged  to  be  put  on  men's  shoulders  to  be 
carried  down  stream  over  the  worst  shallows.     After  proceeding 
in  this  way  probably  six  or  seven  miles,  we  en(»mped  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock.     Mr.  Johnston,  with  his  canoe,  did  not  come  up. 
"We  fired  guns  to  apprize  him  of  our  place  of  encampment,  but 
received  no  reply.     There  had  been  partial  showors  during  the 
day,  and  the  weather  was  dark  and  gloomy.    It  rained  hard  dur- 
ing the  night.     Our  canoes  were  badly  injured,  the  bark  peeling 
off  the  bows  and  bottoms.     The  men  had  not  yet  had  time  to  re- 
cover from  their  bruises  on  the  great  Wanncgum  portage.     Mr. 
Clary  had  shot  some  ducks  and  pigeons,  on  which,  at  his  invita- 
tion, we  made  our  evening.repast,  with  coffee,  an  article  which  he  had 
&mong  his  stores.    Some  of  the  men  had  also  caught  trout — this  fish 
being  abundant  here,  though  it  never  descends  into  the  Mississippi. 
On  the  next  morning  I  sent  a  small  canoe  (Clary's)  to  aid 
'  ohnston.     Found  him  with  his  canoe  broke.     Brought  down  part 
>f  his  loading,  and  dispatched  the  canoe  back  again.     By  eleven 
»' clock  the  canoe  returned  on  her  second  trip.     Finding  the  diffi- 
solties  so  great,  put  six  kegs  of  pork,  seven  bags  of  flour,  one  keg 
if  salt,  &c.,  in  depot.     One  of  the  greatest  embarrassments  in 
'passing  among  such  impoverished  tribes  is  the  necessity  of  taking 
^long  extra  provisions  to  meet  the  various  bands'  and  to  pay  for 
^heir  contingent  services. 

PucKWAfiwA  Village. — At  four  o'clock  we  had  got  everything 
down  the  shallows,  mended  our  canoe,  and  reached  the  Pukwa(wa 
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— ^a  noted  Indian  village,  where  we  encamped,  ^e  distance  is 
about  nine  miles  from  the  western  terminus  of  the  portage,  coarse 
W.  S.  W.  We  found  it  Completely  deserted,  according  to  .the  cus- 
tom of  the  Indians,  who  after  planting .  their  gardens,  leave  them  xxxfm 

to  go  on  their  summer  hunts,  gating  berries,  &c.     We   found  £>^d 

eight  large  permanent  ba^k  lodges,  with  fields  of  com,  piotatoes,  ^^s, 

pumpkins,  and  beans,  in  fine  condition.     The  lodges  were  care-  —s^- 

fnllj  closed,  and  the  grounds  and  paths  around  cleanly  swept,  « ^t, 

giving  the  prepuses  a  neat  air.     The  com  fields  were  partially  or  -xor 

l^htly  fenced.     The  com  was  in  tassel.     The  pumpkins  partly  "^7 

grown,  the  beans  fit  for  boiling.     The  whole  appearanoe  of  thrift  ^'^^ 
and  industry  was  pleasing. 

I  sent  two  canoes  immediately  up  stream,  to  bring  down  the  ^^^ 

stores  put  in  d^posit.     I  arranged  things  for  taking  a  canoe  eJege  ^^^ 

on  the'  next  day,  and  proceeding  rapidly  d6wn  the  river  to  its  ^^ 

junction  'with  the  main  St.  Croix  and  Yellow  lUver,  in  x>rder  '^^ 
to  meet  my  engagements,  made  by  a  runner  from  LaPointe.  •^' 

I  t^ok  along  Dr.  Houghton  and  Mr.  Johnston,  leaving  the  heavy 
baggage  in  charge  of  Mr.  Wookey,  with  directions  to  accompany 

Lieut.  Clary  across  the  portage  from  the  Namakagun  to  Ottowa  ^^^ 
Lake.    It  was  half-past  five  on  the  morning  of  the  29th^  when,  «^) 

bidding  adieu  to  Lieut.  Clary  and  Mr.  Woqlsey,  we  embanked. 


A  NEW  Species  of  Native  Fruit. — In  cpming  down  the'Nama- 
kagun,  we  found  a  species  of  the  currant  on  its  banks — the  albu 
nervunu     It  was  fully  ripe,  and  of  delicious  taste. 

IncidenU  on  the  Namakagun^  iU  Birds,  PlantSj  ^e. — ^About  -^^ 

ten  o'clock  we  entered  and  passed  an  expansion,  having  deserted  ^ 

Indian  lodges,  ajid  a  high  wooden  cross  on  the    south  bank.  * 

Hence  we  called  it  the  Lake  of  the  Cross.     It  is  called  Pukwa-  " 

dwa  by  the  Indians.     A  little  below  we  met  the  chief  Pukquamoo,  « 

and  his  band,  returning  to  the  upper  village.     Held  a  conference  ^ 

with  him  on  the  water  on  the  subject  of  my  mission  and  moveitients. 
He  appeared,  not  only  by  his  village,  which  we  had  inspected,  but  ** 

by  his  words,  eminently  pacific.     On  parting  be  reciprocated  my    • 
presents  by  some  dried  whortleberries.     At  this  conference  with 
the  Red-headed  Woodpecker  chief,  I  requested  him  to  go  up  and 
aid  Mr.  Woolsey  in  bringing  down  the  baggage  and  provisions, 
and  wrote  to  Mr.  Woolsey  accordingly. 
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About  four  o'clock  tho  chief  of  this  party  hailed  us  from  shore, 
l^^ving'headed  us  by  taking  a  short  land  route  from  the  Lake  of 
t^he  Cross.  He  sought  more  perfect  information  on  some  points, 
"^"liich  was  given,  and  he  was  requested  to  attend  the  general 
Council  appointed  to  be  held  at  Lae  dmrtorielle  (Ottawa  Lake). 
^Te  continued  the  descent  till  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  having  descended 
«bout  thirty-five  miles. 

On  the  30th  we  embarked  at  five  in  the  morning,  and  reached  the 
contemplated  portage  to  Ottawa  Lake  at  seven.  I  stopped,  and 
having  written  notes  for  Lieut.  Clary  and  Mr.  Woolscy,  put  them 
in  the  end  of  a  split  pole,  according  to  tho  Indian  method.  At  ten 
I  landed  for  breakfast  with  my  canoe  badly  broken,  and  the  ooni, 
&C.9  wetted.  Detained  till  twelve.  Near  night  met  a  band  of 
Chippewas  ascending.  Got  a  canoe  from  them  to  proceed  to  Yel- 
low River,  and,  after  dividing  the  baggage  and  provisions,  put  Mr. 
Johnston  with  two  men  in  it.  This  facilitated  our  descent,  as  ,we 
had  found  firequent  shallows^,  in  consequence  of  low  water,  Xo  im- 
pede our  progress.  Yet  our  estimate  for  the  day*8  travel  is  forty 
miles. 

The  cicuta  is  a  frequent  plant  on  this  river ;  we  found  the  fox 
^rape  this  afternoon  nearly  ripe.  Both  banks  of  the  river  are  lite- 
rally covered  with  the  ripe  whortleberry — it  is  large  and  delicious. 
The  Indians  feast  on  it.  Thousands  on  thousands  of  bushels  of 
this  fruit  could  be  gathered  with  little  labor.  It  is  seen  in  the 
dried  state  at  every  lodge.  All  the  careful  Indian  housewives  dry 
it.      It  is  used  as  a  seasoning  to  soups. 

On  the  31st  we  were  on  the  water  at  six  A.  M.     Soon  passed 
^^▼en  Indians  in  canoes,  to  whom  a  passing  salute  of  a  few  words 
nd  tobacco  were  given.     We  landed  at  ten  to  breakfast.     The 
virrent  had  now  augmented  so  as  to  be  very  strong,  and  permit- 
lie  full  force  of  the  paddles.     Stopped  a  few  moments  at  a  Chip- 

wa  camp  to  get  out  some  tobacco,  and,  leaving  Mr.  Johnston  to 

ake  the  necessary  inquiries  and  give  the  necessary  information, 
ushed  on.   Heard  T.,  our  Indian  messenger  from  La  Pointe,  had 

complished  his  business  and  gone  back  four  days  ago.     Indian 

nferences  now  succeeded  each  other  continually,  at  distances  from 
ne  to  five  miles.     The  bands  are  now  on  the  move,  returning  up 
'Yxe  river  to  their  spring  villages  at  the  Little  and  Great  Rice  Plaoes 
^  'this  is  the  meaning  of  Pukwaewau)^  and  the  Lake  of  the  Cross. 
24 
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Their  first  request  is  tobacco,  although  they  are  half  starred,  and 
have  lived  on  nothing  but  whortleberries  for  weeks.  ^^SuffuswaUy 
let. us  smoke,"  is  the  first  expression. 

The  country  as  we  descend  assumes  more  the  appearance  of  up- 
land prairie,  from  the  repeated  burnings  of  the  forest.  The  effect 
is,  nearly  all  the  small  trees  have  been  consumed,  and  grass  has 
taken  their  place.  One  result  of  this  is,  the  deer  are  drawn  up 
from  the  more  open  parts  of  the  Mississippi,  to  follow  the  advance 
of  the  prairie  and  open  lands  towards  Lake  Superior.  The  moose 
is  also  an  inhabitant  of  the  Namakagun.  The  Ghippewas^  at  a 
hunting '  camp  we  passed  yesterday,  said  th^y  had  been  im  the 
tracks  of  a  moose,  but  lost  them  in  high  brush.  Ducks  and 
pigeons  appear  common.  Among  smaller  birds  are  the  blackbird, 
robin,  catbird,  red-headed  woodpecker,  kingfisher,  kinglnrd,  plover 
and  yellow-hammer. 

We  frequently  passed  the  figure  of  a  man,  drawn  on  a  blazed 
pine,  luth  horns,  giving  the  idea  of  an  evil  spirit.  The  occiput 
of  the  bear,  and  head  bones  of  other  animals  killed  in  the  chase, 
are  hung  upon  poles  at  the  water's  side,  with  some  ideographic 
signs.  The  antlers  of  the  deer  are  conspicuous.  Other  marks  of 
success  in  hunting  are  left  on  trees,  so  that  those  Indians  who  pass 
and  are  acquainted  with  the  signs,  obtain  a  species  of  information. 
The  want  of  letters  is  thus,  in  a  manner,  supplied  by  signs  and 
pictographic  symbols. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  we  passed  the  inlet  of  the  Totogun — one 
of  the  principal  forks  of  the  Namakagun.  The  name  is  indicative 
of  its  origin.  Totosh  is  the  female  breast.  This  term  is  rendered 
geographical  by  exchanging  sh  for  gun.  It  describes  a  peculiar 
kind  of  soft  or  dancing  bog.  Soon  after,  we  broke  our  canoe — 
stopped  three-fourths  of  an  hour  to  n^end  it — reached  the  forks  of 
the  St.  Croix  directly  after,  passed  down  the  main  channel  about 
nine  miles,  and  encamped  a  little  below  Pine  River.  We  built  ten 
fires  to  keep  off  the  mosquitoes,  and  put  our  tent  and  cooking-fire 
in  the  centre.     It  rained  during  the  night. 

The  next  morning  (Aug.  1st)  we  reached  the  Yellow  River,  and 
found  the  chiefs  Kabamappa,  Bwoinace,  and  their  bands  awaiting 
my  arrival. 


PBBSONAL  MEMOIBS.  871 


CHAPTER   XXXIX. 

IKCIDBKT8  ON  THB  SOURCES  OF  THB  ST.  CROIX  AND  CHIPPEWA 

RIVERS. 

d^oancil  with  the  Indians  at  fellow  Lake — Policy  of  the  Treaty  of  Prairie.da 
Chien  of  1825 — Speech  of  Shaiwunegunaibee — Moands  of  Yellow  River- 
Indian  manners  and  customs — Pictography — Natural  history—Nude  In. 
dians — Geology — Portage  to  Lao  Courtorielle — Lake  of  the  Isles — Ottawa 
Lake — Council — ^War  party — ^Mozqjeed's  speech — Tecumseh — Mocojeed'« 
lodge — Indian  moTements — Trip  to  the  Red  Cedar  Fork — ^Ca  Ta — Lake 
Chetao — Indian  manners. 

1831.     Council. — I  pitched  my  tent  and  erected  my  flag  on 

«an  eminence  called  by  the  Ghippewas  Pe-li-co-gun-au-gun,  or  The 

Xlip-Bone.     Accounts  represented  a  war  party  against  the  Sioux 

'^M  be  organizing  at  Bice  Lake,  on  a  branch  of  the  Chippewa  Riveri 

wonder  the  lead  of  Neenaba,  a  partisan  leader,  who  had  recently 

^visited  Yellow  River  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting  volunteers.     He 

liad  appealed*  to  all  the  bands  on  the  heiid  waters  of  the  Chippewa 

sind    St^   Croix  to  join,  by  sending  their  young  men  who  w^re 

^mmbitious  of  fame  in  this  expedition.     Neenaba  himself  was  an 

approved  warrior  who  panted  for  glory  by  leading  an  attack  against 

-^heir  old  foe,  the  Dacotahs.     It  was  still  possible  to  arrest  it  or 

TDreak  it  up.    I  wrote  to  the  Indian  Agent  at  St.  Peter's.     A  tnes- 

asage  was  dispatched  by  Kabamappa  to  Chacopee  and  Buffalo  at 

Snake  Rivers,  with  directions  to  forward  it  to  Petit  Corbeau,  the 

leading  chief  of  the  River  Sioux.     I  determined  to  hasten  back 

S90  as  to  meet  my  appointment  with  the  large  band  of  Mozojeed  at 

Xiao  Gourtorielle,  and  to  proceed  myself  to  Neenaba's  village.     I 

stated  my  determination  to  the  Yellow  Lake  Indians,  and  urged 

their  concurrence  in  my  plans,  assuring  them  that  I  spoke 'the 

Toice  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who  was  determined 

to  preserve  and  carry  out  the  principles  of  pacification  which  had 

been  coipmenced  and  agreed  to^  as  the  basis  of  the  general  treaty 
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of  Prairie  da  Ohien  of  1825,  He  bad  spoken  to  them  at  that 
treaty  by  two  men  whom  they  all  well  know  from  St.  Louis  to 
Lake  Superior — ^namely,  by  thb  Red-Head  (so  they  call  General 
William  Clark)  and  their  Great  Father  at  Detroit  (General  Cass). 
He  would  not  suffer  their  words  to  fall  to  the  ground  and  be  buried. 
I  stood  up  to  renew  them.  It  was  by  peace  and  not  war  that  they 
could  alone  flourish.  Their  boundaries  were  all  plainly  established 
by  that  treaty,  and  there  was  no  sound  pretence  why  one  tribe 
should  pass  over  on  the  lands  of  another.  K  he  did  pass,  there 
was  no  reason  at  all  why  he  should  carry  a  hatchet  in  his  hand  or 
a  war  eagle's  feather  in  his  h&ir. 

Shai-wun-e-gun-aibee  responded  in  favorable  terms,  as  to  the 
gene^l  subject.  The  old  men  desired  peace,  but  could  not  always 
control  their  young  men,  especially  when  they  heard  that  their 
men  had  been  struck..  His  voice  and  hand  would  be  ever  on  Uie 
side  of  his  great  American  father^  and  he  believed  his  hands  were 
long  enough  to  reach  out  and  hold  them  still.  He  concluded  by 
some  complaints  against  their  trad'er  Dingley.  Said  that  he  had 
presented  them  a  map  of  the  Yellow  River  country,  and  wished 
them  to  give  it  to  him.  That  he  had  ill-used  some  of  them  by 
taking^  away  goods  which  he  had  before  sold  them,  because  they 
had  not  paid  all. 

Mounds,  so  called. — Before  quitting  Yellow  River,  I  asked 
Kabamappa  whether  the  Pe-li-co-gun-au-gunwas  a  natural  or  arti- 
ficial mound.  He  replied,  that  it  was  natural.  There  were  three 
more  of  these  elevations  on  the  opposite  Side  of  the  river.  He 
knew  nothing  further  of  them.  A  large  pine  was  growing  on  the 
top  of  one  of  them. 

Having  concluded  the  business  with  the  Indians,  I  distributed 
presents  of  provisions,  ammunition,  and  tobacco.  I  purchased  a 
canoe  of  small  draft  from  an  Indian  named  Shoga,  and  immediately 
embarked  on  my  return  up  the  St.  Croix.  That  night  we  lodged 
in  our  camp  of  the  31st.  The  next  morning  we  were  in  motion  by 
five  o*clock,  and  reached  the  grand  forks  by  nine.  We  entered 
and  began  the  ascent  of  the  Namakagun. 

Indian  Manners  and  Customs. — We  soon  met  a  brother  of 
Kabamappa,  called  the  Day  Ghost,  and  four  other  heads  of  fami- 
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lies,  with  their  families,  on  their  way  to  the  council  at  Yellow 
River.  Informed  them  of  what  had  been  done,  and  gave  them  to- 
bacco, whereupon  they  determined  to  re-ascend  the  Namakag^n 
-«^ith  us.  There  were  ten  persons.  One  of  the  young  men  fired 
«t  a  flock  of  pigeons,  hitting  and  killing  two.  A  distance  above, 
they  went  through  a  cut-off,  and  saved  a  mile  or  more,  while  we  went 
^•ouud,  showing  their  superior  knowledge  of  the  geography.  At  the 
great  bends,^  the  women  got  out  of  the  canoes  and  walked.  The 
old  men  also  walked  up.  We  reached  their  lodges  about  4  o'clock. 
I  exchanged  canoes  with  Day  Ghost,  and  gavehiip  the  difference. 
"We  encamped  at  a  late  hour  on  the  left  bank  (ascending),  having 
«ome  about  forty-two  miles — a  prodigious  effort  for  the  men.  To 
snake  amends,  they  ate  prodigiously,  and  then  lay  down  and  slept 
-^ith  the  nightmare.  Poor  follows,  they  screamed  out  in  t^ir- 
^ecp.  But  they  were  up  and  ready  again  at  5  o'clock  the  next 
orning,  with  paddle  and  song. 


Pictography. — At  11  o'clock  we  landed,  on  the  right  bank,  at 
-•he  site  of  an  old  encampment,  for  breakfast.     I  observed  a  sym- 
"l)olic  inscription,  in  the  ideographic  manner j  on  a  largo  blazed 
ine — the  PinuB  resinosa.     It  consisted  of  seven  representative, 
nd  four  symbolic  devices,  denoting  the  totems,  or  family  names, 
two  heads  of  families,  while  encamped  here,  and  their  success 
:3n  hunting  and  fishing.     The  story  told  was  this:    That  two  men, 
-^)ne  of  whom  was  of  the  Catfish  clan,  and  the  other  of  the  clan  of 
—the  Copper-tailed  Bear — a  mythological  animal — Had  been  rewarded 
— with  mysterious  good  luck,  each  according  to  his  totem.     The  Cat- 
fish man  had  caught  six  large  catfish,  and  the  Copper-tailed  Bear 
Tnan  had  killed  a  black  bear.     The  resin  of  the  pine  had  covered 
^the  inscription,  rendering  it  impervious  to  tlic  weather'. 

Natural  History. — The  nymphrea  odorata  borders  the  edge  of 
the  river.  Dr.  II.,  this  morning,  found  the  hidenSj  which  has  but 
two  localities  in  the  United  States  besides.  He  has  also,  within 
the  last  forty-eight  hours,  discovered  a  species  of  the  locust,  on  the 
lowei*  part  of  the  Namakagun.  The  fresh-water  shells  on  this 
river  are  chiefly  unios.  Wild  rice,  iho  paluutrisy  is  chiefly  found  at 
the  two  Pukwadwas,  more  rarely  along  the  banks,  but  not  in  abund- 
ance.    The  polyganum  amphibia  stands  just  in  the  edge  of  the 
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water  along  its  banks,  and  is  now  in  flower.  The  copper-head 
snake  is  found  at  the  Yellow  River;  also  the  thirteen  striped 
equirrel. 

Nude  Indians. — The  Indians  whom  we  met  casnallj  on  the 
Namakagun,  had  nothing  whatever  on  them,  but  the  auzeaun. 
They  put  on  a  blanket,  when  expecting  a  stranger.  The  females 
have  a  petticoat  and  breastpiecc.  When  we  passed  the  Woodpecker 
Chiefs  party,  an  old  woman,  without  npperments,  who  had  been 
poling  up  one  of  the  canoes,  hastily  landed,  and  hid  herself  in  the 
bushes,  when  her  exclamation  of  Nyau !  Nyau !  revealed  her  posi- 
tion as  we  passed.  Two  young  married  women  had  also  landed, 
but  stood  on  the  banks  with  their  children;  one  of  the  latter 
screaming,  in  fear,  at  the  top  of  its  lungs. 

l^ho  men  were  much  fatigued  with  this  day's  journey.  They 
had  to  use  the  pole  when  the  water  became  shallow.  Yet  they 
went  about  thirty-six  miles.  At  night  one  of  them  screamed  out 
with  pains  in  his  arms.  We  were  up  and  on  the  river  again  at  six 
the  next  morning  (the  4th).  The  word  .with  me  was,  Push;  to 
accomplish  the  object,  not  a  day,  not  half  a  day  was  to  be  lost,  and 
the  men  all  entered  into  the  spirit  of  the  thing.  At  half  past  nine, 
wo  reached  our  breakfast  place  of  the  30th,  and  there  gummed 
our  canoes.  We  noticed  yesterday  the  red  haw,  and pembina — the 
latter  of  which  is  the  service  berry.  This  day  the  calamus  was 
often  seen  in  quantity. 

Geology. — Rapids  were  encountered  at  various  points,  at  which 
there  appeared  large  boulders  of  syenite  and  greenstone  trap.  No 
rock  stratum  appears  in  plajce,  but  from  the  size  of  the  boulders,  it 
seems  probable  tliat  the  trap  formation  crosses  the  bed  of  the  Na- 
makagun. There  is  no  limestone — ^no  slate.  Small  boulders  of 
amygdaloid,  quartz,  granite,  and  sandstone  mark  the  prevalence  of 
the  drift  stratum,  sucli  as  overspreads  the  upper  Mississippi  up- 
lands. The  weather  was  cloudy  and  overcast,  producing  coolness. 
I  found  the  air  but  C4°  at  2  o'clock,  when  the  water  stood  at  69^. 

Some  fish  are  cauglit  in  this  stream,  which  serve  to  eke  out  the 
very  scanty  and  precarious  subsistence  of  the  Indians  at  this 
season.  At  the  lodge  of  an  Indian,  whom  we  knew  as  the  "  Jack 
of  Diamonds*'— being  the  same  who  loaned  us  a  canoe — I  observed 
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some  small  pieces  of  daok  in  a  large  kettle  of  boiling  water,  which 
vas  thicken^  with  whortleberries,  for  the  family  sapper; 

Portage  to  Lac  Courtoribllb. — ^We  reached  the  portage  at 

two  o^clpck  A.  M.,  aud  immediately  began  to  cross  it,  the  men 

carrying  all  our  baggage  at  one  load.     Ju3t  after  passing  the 

middle  pauie,  the  path  mounts  and  is  carried  along  a  considerable 

ridgo,  from  which  there  is  a  good  view  of  the  country.     It  is  open 

as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach..    Sometimes  there  is  a  fine  range  of 

large  pines :  in  by  far  the  largest  space  ancient  fires  appear  to 

iiave  spread,  destroying  the  forest  and  giving  rise  to  a  young 

^owth'of  pines,  aspen,  shadbush,  and  bramble.     Some  portions 

mare  marshy.     A  deep  cup-shaped  cavity  exists  a  little  to  the  right 

of  the  path  on  the  ridge,  denoting  it  to  be  cavernous  or  Sllei  with 

springs. 

TVe  saw  evidences  of  Lieut.  Clary  and  Mr.  TVooIsey^s  march  and 
^ncampoient  on  this  height.  We  saw  also  evidences  of  Old  L&- 
2>orte*s  prowess  in  voyageur  life  and  exploits,  by  a  notice  of  one 
of  his  loag  pau^eSy  recorded  by  Lieut.  Clary  in  pencil,  on  a  blazed 


Lake  of  the  Isles. — On  reaching  the  Lake  of  the  Isles  at 
^hree  o'clock  P.  M.,  we  found,  by  a  little  bark  letter  on  a  pole, 
^hat  Lieut.  Clary  and  Mr.  Woolsey  had  slept  at  that  spot  on  the 
Ust  of  August.  All  things  had  proceeded  well.  They  were  ahead 
^f  us  but  four  days. 

While  the  men  were  sent  back  to  the  other  end  of  tlie  portage 
mfter  the  canoesj  I  embarked  on  the  lake  in  a  small  canoe  found 
in  the  bushes,  with  Mr.  Johnston,  to  search  out  the  proper  chan- 
neL     We  found  it  to  draw  to  a  narrow  neck  and  then  widen  out, 
with  six  or  seven  islands,  giving  a  very  sylvan  and  beautiful  ap- 
pearance.    We  passed  through  it,  then  crossed  a  ^short  portage 
that  connects  the  path  with  Lac  du  Gri^s,  and  then  returned  to 
the  south  end  of  Lake  of  the  Isles,  where  I  determined  to  encamp 
and  light  up  a  £re,  while  Mr.  Johnston  was  sent  back  in  the  little 
Indian  canoe  to  bring  up  the  canoes  and  men.     While  thus  await-, 
ing  the  arrival  of  the  party,  I  scrutinized  the  mineralogy  of  the 
pebbles  and  drift  of  its  chores,  where  I  observed  small  fragments 
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of  the  agates,  quartz^  amjgdaloids,  &c.,  which  characterize  all  th< 
drift  of  the  upper  Mississippi. 

But  Mr.  Johnston  did  not  return  till  long  after  sunset.  I  waf 
growing  uneasy  and  full  of  anxieties  wtien  he  hoye  in  sight  in  the 
same  small  Indian  hunting-canoe,  with  Dr.  Houghton  and  one 
voyageur,  bringing  the  tent,  beds,  and  mess-basket.  -  They  re- 
ported that  the' men  had  not  yet  arrived  with  the  large  canoe,  and 
it  was  doubted  whether  they  would  come  in  in  season  to  cross  the 
lake.     But  they  came  up  and  joined  us  during  the  night. , 

The  next  morning  (Aug.  oth)  we  crossed  the  portage  at  Lac  du 
Gr^  before  sunrise.  This  is  the  origin  of  the  north-west  fork  of 
Chippewa  Kiver.  The  atmosphere  was  foggy,  but,  from  what  we 
could  see,  we  thought  the  lake  pretty.  Pine  on  its  shores,  bottom 
sandy,  shells  in  its  bed,  no  rock  seen  in  place,  but  loose  pieces  of 
coarse  gray  sandstone  around  its  shores. 

The  outlet  of  this  lake  proved  to  be  the  entrance  into  Ottawa 
Lake — ^the  Lac  Courtorielle  of  the  French — a  fine  body  of  watei 
some  ten  miles  long.  It  was  still  too  foggy  on  reaching  this  pomt 
to  tell  which  way  to  steer.  A  gun  was  fired  ;  it  was  soon  answered 
by  liieut.  Clary  and  Mr.  Woolsey  from  the  opposite  side  of  the 
lake.  The  sound  was  sufficient  to  indicate  the  course,  and  we 
crossed  in  safety,  rejoining  our  party  at  the  hour  of  early  break- 
fast.    We  found  all  well. 

Ottawa  Lake. — We  were  received  with  a  salute  from  the  In- 
dians. I  counted  twenty-eight  canoes  turned  up  on  the  beach. 
Mozojoed  and  Waubezhais,  the  son  of  Mb?comoneto  (or  The  Red 
Devil),  were  present.  Also  Odabossa  and  his  band.  The  Indians 
crowded  down  to  the  beach  to  shake  hands.  I  informed  them, 
while  tobacco  was  being  distributed,  that  I  would  meet  them  ir 
council  that  day  at  the  firing  of  three  guns  by  the  military. 

Council. — At  eleven  o'clock  I  met  the  Indians  in  council.  The 
military  were  drawn  up  to  tlie  best  advantage,  their  arms  glitter 
ing  in  the  sun.  My  auxiliaries  of  the  Michico-Canadian  stock  anc 
the  gentlemen  of  my  party  were  in  tlieir  best  trim.  We  occupiet 
the  beautiful  eminence  at  the  outlet  of  the  lake.  The  assemblage 
of  Indians  was  large,  but  I  was  struck  by  the  great  disproportion 
or  excess,  of  women  and  children. 
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Mozojeed,  the  principal  man,  was  a  tall,  not  portly,  red-mouthed, 
and  pucker-mouthed  man,'^  with  an  unusual  amount  of  cunning  and 
sagacity,  and  exercising  an  unlimited  popularity  by  his  skill  and 
lepatation  as  a  joMokced^  or  seer.  He  had  three  wives,  and,  so 
far  as  observation  went,  I  should  judge  that  most  of  the  men  pre- 
sent had  imitated  his  voluptuous  tastes  and  apparently  lax  morals. 
Be  had  an  elaborately-built  jaungJery^  or  seer's  lodge,  sheathed 
irith  rolls  of  bark  carefully  and  skillfully  united,  and  stained  black 
inside.  Its  construction,  which  was  intricate,  resembled  the  whorls 
of  a  seashell.  The  white  prints  of  a  man's  hand,  as  if  smeared 
with  white  clay,  was  impressed  on  the  black  surface.  I  have 
nerer  witnessed  so  complete  a  piece  of  Indian  architectural  struc- 
tnre,  nor  one  more  worthy  of  the  name  of  a  temple  of  darkness. 

This  man,  who  had  effectually  succeeded  to  the  power  and 
influence  of  Miscomoneto  (or  the  Red  Devil),  had  been  present  at 
the  treaty  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  in  1825,  and  heard  Gens.  Clark 
and  Cass  address  the  assembled  Indians  on  that  memorable 
occasion.  I  had  been  in  communication  with  him  there.  lie  was 
perfectly  familiar  with  the  principles  of  pacification  advanced  and 
established  on  that  occasion.  It  was  the  more  easy  for  me,  there- 
fore, to  revive  and  enforce  these  principles. 

War  Party. — Mozojeed's  son  was  himself  one  of  Neenaba's 
"leaders  in  the  war  party,  and  was  now  absent  with  the  volunteers 
which  he  had  been  able  to  raise  in  and  about  the  Ottawa  Lake 
rillage.     He  was  directly  implicated  in  this  movement  against  the 
Sioux,   ilozojeed's  village  was,  in  fact,  completely  caught  almost  in 
the  very  act  of  sending  out  its  quota  of  warriors.    They  had,  but  a 
short  time  before,  marched  to  join  the  main  party  at  Rica  Lake  on 
the  Red  Cedar  Fork  of  the   Chippewa.     He  felt  the  embarrass- 
ment of  his  position,  but,  true  to  the  character  of  his  race,  exhi- 
bited not  a  sign  of  it  in  his  words  or  countenance.     Stolid  and 
unmoved,  he  pondered  on  his  reply.     Divested  of  its  unnecessary 
points  and  personal  localisms,   this  speech    was  substantially  as 
follows: — 

Mozojeed's  Speech. — "  Nosa.     I  have  listened  to  your  voice. 
A-  have  listened  to  it  heretofore  at  Kipesaugee.     It  is  to  me  the 

*  lie  was  named  by  the  Indians  from  these  two  traits. 
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voice  of  one  that  is  strong  and  able  to  do.  Our  Great  Father  q)6ib 
in  it.  I  hear  but  one  thing.  It  is  to  sit  still.  It  is  not  to  cnif 
the  enemies*  lines.  It  is  to  drop  the  war  club.  It  is  to  Bend  vori 
of  all  our  disputes  to  him. 

^'  Nosa.  This  is  wise.  This  is  good.  This  is  to  stop  blooj. 
But  m J  young  men  are  foolish.  They  wish  to  go  on  the  war  ptth. 
They  wish  to  sing  triumphs.  My  counsels  too  are  weak  and  as  no- 
thing. It  seems  like  trying  to  catch  the  winds  and  holding  then 
in  my  fists,  when  I  try  to  stay  their  war  spirit.  How  shall  it 
dance  ?     How  shall  we  sing  ?    These  are  their  words. 

"  Nosa.  I  do  not  lift  the  war-club.  My  words  are  for  peioe: 
I  helped  to  draw  the  lines  at  Kipcsaugee  six  years  ago.  IviU 
keep  them.  My  advice  to  my  people  is  to  sit  still.  Yon  hiTe 
shown,  by  bringing  your  flag  here  and  hoisting  it  with  your  jnm 
hands  in  my  village,  that  you  are  strong,  and  able,  and  billing. 
You  are  the  Indian's  friend.  You  encourage  us  by  this  hud 
journey  through  our  streams  when  the  waters  are  low.  You  hart 
spied  tis  out  and  see  how  we  live,  and  how  poor  we  are." 

AVaubezhais,  the  son  of  Miscomoncto,  and  bearing  his  medal 
and  authority,  then  spoke,  responding  frankly.  Odebossa,  of  the 
Upper  Pukwadwa,  spoke  also  favorably  to  my  object,  and  thank- 
ing me  for  my  visit  to  his  village  on  the  Namakagun,  which  he 
said,  metaphorically,  "  had  rekindled  their  fires,  which  were  abnost 
out." 

All  agreed  that  the  waters  were  too  low  to  go  to  the  Lac  di 
Flambeau,  and  that  my  proposed  council  with  the  Indians  attbt 
point  must  be  given  up  or  deferred.    Besides,  if  the  war  party  oa 
the  Red  Cedar  or  Folavoinc  Fork  of  the  Chippewa  was  to  be  ir- 
rested,  it  could  only  be  done  by  an  immediate  move  in  that  directicm. 
I  therefore  determined  to  leave  Ottawa  Lake  the  same  day.   1 
invested  Mozobodo  with  a  silver  medal  of  the  first  class,  and  a  13. 
S.  flag.     Presents  of  ammunition,  provisions,  iron  works,  a  fe^ 
dry  goods,  and  tobacco  were  given  to  all,  and  statistics  of  their  pop^ 
lation  and  of  their  means  taken.    For  a  population  of  eighteen  m^  ^ 
there  were  forty-eight  women  and  seventy-one  children.     Thirte  ^ 
or  fourteen  of  the  latter  were  ^lozojoed's.     Red  Devil's 
band  numbered  forty-nine  men,  twenty-seven  women,  and  forty-s 
children.     Otlabossa's  village  consisted  of  eighteen  men,  thirt; 
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eight. women,  and  seyen.tj-one  children — making  406  souls,  who 
irere  chiefly  assembled  at  this  point. 

Tecumseh. — I  snatched  this  piece  of  history.  During  the  late 
war.  Tecumseh*s  messages  reached  this  place,  and  produced  their 
usual  effect.  The  Indians  seized  the  post,  took  the  goods,  and 
burnt  the  building  occupied  as  a  place  of  trade.  Mr.  Corban, 
having  notice  from  friendly  Indians,  escaped  with  his  men  to  St. 
Mary's.  This  post  stood  opposite  the  outlet,  being  on  the  present 
site  of  Mozojeed's  village. 

Mozojeed's  Lodge — This  fabric  is  quite  remarkable,  and  yields 
more  comforts  and  conveniences  than  usual.  It  has  also  the  mys- 
terious insignia  of  a  prophet.  The  faces  of  four  men  or  gods  are 
carved  at  the  four  cardinal  points.  A  hole  with  a  carved  image  of 
a  bird  is  in  front.  Tluree  drums  hang  on  the  walls,  and  many 
rattles.  At  his  official  lodge  men  are  painted  joining  hands.  A 
bundle  of  red  sticks  lies  in  one  corner. 

Indian  Movements. — I  was  informed  by  M.  and  W.  that  the 
Lac  du  Flambeau  Indians  were  not  on  Chippewa  River,  and  that 
the  message  from  Yellow  Lake  had  not  reached  them.  That  many 
of  the  Chippewas  were  at  Rice  Lake  on  the  Red  Cedar  Fork. 
That  they  had  received  a  message  from  Mr.  Street,  Indian  Agent  . 
at  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  wore  in  alarm  on  account  of  the  Mono- 
monies. 

Trip  to  the  Red  Cedar  Fork, — We  embarked  at  four  o'clock 

^n  the  afternoon  in  four  canoes,  one  canoe  of  Indians  to  aid  on 

the  portages,  and  two  canoes  of  the  military — Lieut.  Clary's  com- 

inand.     Mr.  B.  Cadottc  acted  as  guide  as  far  as  Rico  Lake,  the 

"•^hole  making  quite  a  formidable   "brigade,"  to  use  a  trader's 

term.     Our  course  lay  down  the  Little   Chippewa  River.     The 

'^ater  was  very  good  and  deep  as  far  as  the  fish  dam.     There  our 

troubles  began.     Our  canoes  had  to  bo  led  along,  as  if  they  had 

^een  baskets  of  eggs,  in  channels  made  by  the  Indians,  who  had 

carefully  picked  out  the  big  stones.     We  met  a  son  of  old  Misco's, 

having  a  fawn  and  three  muskrats  recently  killed.     I  gave  him  a 

Ml  reward  of  com  and  tobacco  for  the  former,  which  was  an  ac- 
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^ptable  Addition  to  our  traveling  ^isiiu.    It  was  observed  tha 
he  ^ad  nothing  besides  in  his  canoe  but  a  gun  a.nd  war  club,  a  lit  ^ 
tie  boy  being  in  thd  boat. .  We  descend^  the  stream*  some  severi 
or  eight  miles,  and  encamped  on  the  right  bank.     It  rained  har</ 
during  the  night.     Next  morning  (6th)  we  vere  in  motion  at  six 
o'clock,  which  was  as  early  as  the  atmosphere  would  permit.     An 
hour's  travel  brought  us  to  the  mouth  of  a  creek,  wliich  led  us  in 
the  required  direction.     It  was  a  narrow  and  deep  stream,  very 
tortuous,  and  making  bends  so  short  that  we  with  di£Sculty  forced 
our  canoes  through.     In  two  hours  we  came  to  the  portage*  to  the 
Ca  Ta — a  pond  at  the  distance  of  1916  yards,  which  we  crossed 
at  two  pauses. 

Lake  Chetac, — Before  the  canoes  and  baggage  came  up,  I 
crossed  over  to  Lake  Chetac.  There  is  a  portage  road  ardund  the 
pond.  .  After  passing  the  first  poze  from  it,  the  canoes  may  be  put 
in  a  brook  and  poled  down  two  pozes — then  they  must  be  taken 
out  and  carried  1600  yards  to  Lake  Chetac.  The  whole  portage 
is  5600  yards. 

It  was  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  before  we  tsould  embark  on 
the  lake.  We  went  down  it  four  miles  to  an  island  and  encamped. 
The  lake  is  six  miles  long,  shallow,  marshy,  with  some  wild  rice 
and  bad  water.     Bad  as  it  was,  we  had  to  make  tea  of  it. 

Indian  Manners. — We  found  but  a  single  lodge  on  the  island, 
which  was  occupied  by  a  Chippewa  woman  and  a.;dog.  I  heard 
her  say  to  one  of  our  men,  in  the  Chippewa  tongue,  that  there  was 
no  man  in  the  lodge — that  her  husband  had  gone  out  fishing.  She 
appeared  in  alarm,  and  soon  after  I  saw  her  paddle  away  in  a 
small  canoe,  leaving  her  lodge  with  a  fire  burning.  On  awaking 
in  the  morning,  I  heard  the  sound  of  talking  in  the  lodge,  and,  be- 
fore we  embarked,  the  man,  his  wife,  and  two  children,  and  an  old 
woman  came  out. 

Four  lodges  of  Indians,  say  about  twenty  souls,  usually  make 
their  homes  at  this  lake,  which  yields  them  fish  and  wild  rice. 
But  at  present  the  whole  tendency  of  the  Indian  population  is  to 
Rice  Lake.     The  war  party  mustering  at  that  point  absorbs  all. 
attention. 
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CHAPTER  XL. 

IXPLORATION  OF  T^B  RED  OEDAR  OR  FOLLAVOmE  VALLET  OF  THS 

CHIPPEWA  RIVER. 

tola  Lake — Larch  Lake — A  war  party  surpriBed — Indian  manners — Rice 
Lake-^Indian  council — Red  Cedar  Lake-^Speeohes  of  Wabczhais  and 
Xeenaba — ^Eqnal  diTiBion  of  goods — Orifice  for  treading  out 'rice — A  live 
bearer — Notices  of  natural  history — ^Valuo  of  the  FoUavoine  Valley— A 
medal  of  the  third  President -7- War  dance -r- Ortiithology  —  A  prairie 
country,  fertile  and  abounding  In  game — Saw  mills — Chippewa  Kiver-*- 
Snake — La  G$rde  Mountain — Descent  of  the  Mississippi — Sioux  village— 
General  impression  of  the  Mississippi — Arrival  at  Prairie  du  Chien. 
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1831.  Betula  Lake.  Larch  Lake. — The  Tth  of  August, 
which  dawned  upon  us  in  Lake  Chetac,  proved  foggy  and  cooL 
The  thermometer  at  4,  7  and  8  A.  M.,  stood  respectively  at  50®, 
52®  and  56®.  We  found  the  outlet  very  sliallow,  so  much  so,  that 
the  canoes  could  with  difficulty  be  got  out  while  we  walked.  It 
led  us  by  8  short  portage  into  a  small  lake  called  Betula,  or  Birch 
Lake,  a  sylvan  little  body  of  water  having  three  islands,  which  we 
were  just  twenty-five  minutes  in  crossing  by  free  strokes  of  the 
paddles.  Its  outlet  was  still  too  shallow  for  any  other  purpose  than 
to  enable  the  men  to  lead  down  the  empty  canoes.  We  made  a 
portage  of  twelve  hundred  and  ninety-five  yards  into  another  lake, 
called  Larch  or  Sapin  Lake — which  is  about  double  the  size  of  the 
former  lake.  We  were  half  an  hour  in  crossing  it  with  an  ani- 
mated and  free  stroke  of  the  paddle — ^the  men's  spirits  rising  as 
they  ^d  themselves  getting  out  of  these  harassing  defiles  and 
portages. 

A  war  party  surprised.^— We  took  breakfast  on  the  boach  while 
the  canoes  were  for  the  last  time  being  led  down  the  outlet.  We 
had  nearly  finished  it  on  the  last  morsel  of  the  fawn,  and  were 
glancing  all  the  while  over  the  placid  and  bright  expanse,  with  its 
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dark  foliage,  when  suddenly  a  small  Indian  canoe,  very  light,  and 
successively  seven  others,  with  a  warrior  in  the  bow  and  stern  of 
each,  glided  from  a  side  channel,  being  the  outlet  into  its  other 
extremity.  As  soon  as  our  position  was  revealed,  they  stopped  in 
utter  amazement,  and  lighting  their  pipesi  began  to  smoke ;  and  we, 
nearly  as  much  amazed,  immediately  put  up  our  flag,  and  Lt.  Clary 
paraded  his  men.  We  were  more  than  two  to  one  on  the  basis  of 
a  fight.  A  few  moments  revealed  our  respective  relations.  It  was 
the  Lac  Oourtorielle  detachment  of  the  Rice  Lake  war  party,  and 
gave  us  the  first  intimation  of  its  return.  It  was  now  evident  that 
the  man  on  the  Little  Chippewa  from  whom  we  purchased  the  fawn 
was  but  an  advanced  member  of  the  same  party.  As  soon  as  they 
perceived  our  national  character,  they  fired  a  salute  and  cautiously 
advanced.  It  proved  to  bo  the  brother  of  Mozojeed  and  two  of  his 
sons,  with  thirteen  other  warriors,  on  their  return.  Each  had  a 
gun,  a  shot-bag  and  powder  horn,  a  scalping  knife  and  a  war  club, 
and  was  painted  with  vermilion  lines  on  the  face.  The  men  were 
nearly  naked,  having  little  but  the  auzeaun  and  moccasons  and  the 
leather  baldric  that  confines  the  knife  and  necessary  warlike  ap- 
pendages and  their  head  gear.  They  had  absolutely  no  baggage 
in  the  canoe.  When  the  warrior  leaped  out,  it  was  seen  to  be  a 
mere  elongated  and  ribbed  di^h  of  the  white  birch  bark,  and  a  man 
with  one  hand  could  easily  lift  it.  Such  a  display  of  the  Indian 
manners  and  customs  on  a  war  party,  it  is  not  one  in  a  thousand 
even  of  those  on  the  frontiers  is  ever  so  fortunate  as  to  see. 

They  still  landed  under  some  trepidation,  but  I  took  each  per- 
sonally by  the  hand  as  they  came  up  to  my  flag,  and  the  ceremony 
was  united  in  by  Lieut.  Clary,  and  continued  by  them  until  every 
gentleman  of  my  party  had  been  taken  by  the  hand.  The  Indian«t 
understood  this  ceremony  as  a  committal  of  friendship.  I  directed 
tobacco  to  be  distributed  to  them,  and  immediately  gathered  them 
in  council.  They  stated  that  the  war  party  had  encountered  signs 
of  Sioux  outnumbering  them  on  the  lower  part  of  the  Chippewa 
River,  and  footsteps  of  strange  persons  coming.  This  inroad  of 
an  apparently  new  combination  against  them  had  alarmed  the 
moose,  which  had  fled  before  them ;  and  that  six  of  the  party  had 
been  sent  in  advance  while  the  main  body  lay  back  to  await  the 
news.     From  whatever  cause  the^party  had  retreated,  it  was  evi- 
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^tly  broken  up  for  the  season ;  and,  the  object  of  my  oflScial  visit 
,^^^[^^  advice  accompUshed,  I  turned  this  to  advantage  in  the  inter-  , 
^w,  and  left  them,  I  trust,  better  prepared  to  understand  their 
duties  and  policy  hereafter,  and  we  crossed  the  lake  with 
^^ts  more  elevated. 

Red  Cedab  Lake. — A  short  outlet  conducted  us  into  Red  Cedar 
e,  a  handsome  body  of  water  which  we  were  an  hour  in  passing 

rough,  say  four  or  five  miles.  The  men  raised  their  songs,  which 
ad  not  been  heard  fpr  some  time.  It  presents  some  islands,  which 
dd  to  its  picturesqueness.  Formerly  there  stood  a  single  red  cedar 
n  one  of  these,  which  gave  the  name  to  the  lake,  but  no  other  tree 
f  this  species  is  known  in  the  region.  Half  a  mile  south  of  its 
the  Indians  procure  a  kind  of  red  pipe  stone,  similar  to  that 
rought  from  the  Coteau  de8  Prairies,  but  of  a  duller  red  color. 

e  met  four  Indians  in  a  canoe  in  passing  it,  who  saluted  us.  The 
utiet  is  filled  with  long  flowing  grass  and  aquatic  plants.  Two 
women  in  a  canoe  who  were  met  here  guided  us  down  its 
omewhat  intricate  channel.  We  observed  the  spiralis  or  eel  weed 
nd  thoTattlesnake  leaf  (scrofula  weed  or  goodyeara)  ashore.  The, 
ufip  tree  and  butternut  were  noticed  along  the  banks. 

Indian  Manners. — In  passing  down  the  outlet  of  the  Red  Cedar 

ake  we,  soon  after  leaving  our  guides,  met  three  canoes  at  short 

istances  apart,  two  of  which  had  a  little  boy  in  each  end,  and  the 

bird  an  old  woman  and  child.     We  next  met  a  Chippewa  with  his 

ife  and  child  on  the  banks.     They  had  landed  from  a  canoe,  evi- 

ently  in  fear,  but,  learning  our  character,  embarked  and  followed 

s  to  Rice  Lake.     The  woman  had  her  hair  hanging  loose  about 

er  head,  and  not  dubbed  up  in  the  usual  fashion.     I  asked,  and 

nderstood  in  reply,  that  this  was  a  fashion  peculiar  to  a  band  of 

hippewas  who  live  north  of  Rice  Lake.     On  coming  into  Rice 

ake  we  found  the  whole  area  of  it,  except  a  channel,  covered  with 

rice  not  yet  ripe.    We  here  met  a  number  of  boys  and  girls  in  a 

anoe,  who,  on  seeing  us,  put  ashore  and  fled  in  the  utmost  trepida- 

-ion  into  the  tall  grasses  and  hid  themselves. 

Rice  Lake,  or  Monominekanixo. — As  we  came  in  sight  of  the 
village,  every  oanoe  was  put  in  the  best  trim  for  display.     The 
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flags  were  hoisted ;  the  military  canoes  paid  all  possible  devotion  to 
Mars.  There  were  five  canoes.  I  led  the  advance^  the  men  strik- 
ing up  one  of  their  liveliest  songs — ^which  by  the  way  was  some 
rural  ditty  of  love  and  adventure  of  the  age  of  Louis  XIV. — and 
we  landed  in  front  of  the  village  with  a  flourish  of  air  (purely  a 
matter  of  ceremony)  as  if  the  Grand  Mogul  were  coming,  and 
they  would  be  swallowed  up.  I  immediately  sent  to  the  chiefs,  to 
point  out  the  best  place  for  encamping,  which  they  did. 

Council  at  Rice  Lake. — As  soon  as  my  tent  was  pitched, 
Neenaba,  Wabezhais,  and  their  followers,  to  the  number  of  twenty- 
two  persons,  visited  me,  were  received  with  a  shake  of  the  hand 
and  a  ^^bon-jour,"  and  presented  with  tobacco.  Notice  was  imme- 
diately given  that  I  would  meet  them  in  council  at  the  firing  of 
signal  guns  by  the  military.  They  attended  accordingly.  This 
council  was  preliminary,  as  I  intended  to  hah  here  for  a  couple  of 
days,  in  order  to  put  new  bottoms  to  my  canoes.  I  wished^  also, 
some  geographical  and  other  information  from  them,  prior  to  my 
final  council.  Neenaba  agreed  to  draw  a  map  of  the  lower  part  of 
the  river,  &;c.,  denoting  the  lines  drawn  by  the  treaty  of  Prairie  du 
Ghien,  and  the  sites  of  the  saw-mills  erected^  without  leave,  by 
squatters. 

Native  Speeches. — Next  day  (8th)  the  final  council  was  held, 
at  the  usual  signal.  Wabezhais  and  Neenaba  were  the  principal 
speakers.  They  both  disclaimed  setting  themselves  up  against 
the  authority  or  wishes  of  the  United  States.  They  knew  the 
lines,  and  meant  to  keep  them.  But  they  were  on  the  frontiers. 
The  Sioux  came  out  against  them.  They  came  up  the  river.  They 
had  last  year  killed  a  man  and  his  two  sons  in  a  canoe,  on  the  op- 
posite banks  of  Rico  Lake,  where  they  lay  concealed.  Left  to 
protect  themselves,  they  had  no  choice.  They  must  strike,  or  die. 
Their  fathers  had  left  them  councils,  which,  although  young  and 
foolish,  they  must  respect.  They  did  not  disregard  the  voice  of 
the  President.  They  were  glad  to  listen  to  it.  They  were  pleased 
that  he  bad  honored  them  with  this  visit,  and  this  advice.  This  is 
the  substance  of  both  speeches. 

Neenaba  complained  that  the  lumbermen  had  built  mills  on  their 
land,  and  cut  pine  logs,  without  right.     That  the  Indiana  got  no- 
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.^-^ng  but  ciyil  treatment,  ^hen  they  went  to  the  mills,  and  tobacco. 
j^^Vus  yonng  chief  appears  to  have  drawn  a  temporaiy  notoriety  upon ' 
self  by  his  position  in  the  late  war  party,  which  is,  to  some  ex- 
^t,  fallacious.  His  modesty  is,  however,  a  recommendation.  I 
^^roposed  to  have  invested  him  vrith  a  second  class  medal  and  flag; 
"^t  he  brought  them  to  me  again,  laying  them  down,  and  saying 
"Ihat  he  perceived  that  it  would  produce  dissatisfaction  and  discord 
in  hifl  tribe ;  and  that  they  were  not  necessary  to  insure  his  good 
influence  and  friendship  for  the  United  States.  On  consulta- 
tion with  the  band,  these  marks  of  authority  were  finally  awarded 
to  Wabezhais.  Presents,  including  the  last  of  my  dry  goods,  were 
then  distributed.  Among  them,  was  a  small  piece  of  fine  scarlet 
doth,  but  too  little  to  make  a  present  to  each.  The  divider  of  the 
goods,  which  were  given  in  camp,  who  was  Indian,  when  he  came 
to  this  tore  it  into  small  strips,  so  ad  to  make  a  head-band  or  bal- 
dric for  each.  The  utmost  exactness  of  division  was  observed  in 
everything. 

Obitioes  for  Treading  out  Rice. — I  saw  artificial  orifices  in 
the  ground  near  our  encampment.  On  inquiry,  I  learned  that 
these  were  used  for  treading  out  the  wild  rice.  A  skin  is  put  in 
these  holes  which  are  filled  with  ears.  A  man  then  treads  out  the 
grain.  This  appears  to  be  the  only  part  of  rice  making  that  is 
performed  by  the  men.     The  women  gather,  dry,  and  winnow  it. 

A  Live  Beaver. — The  Indians  brought  into  camp  one  morning, 
while  I  was  at  Rice  Lake,  a  young  beaver ;  an  animal  more  com- 
pletely amphibious,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find.  The  head  and 
front  part  of  the  body  resemble  the  muskrat.  The  fore  legs  are 
short,  and  have  five  toes.  The  hind  legs  are  long,  stout,  and  web- 
footed.  The  spine  projects  back  in  a  thick  mass,  and  terminates 
in  a  spatula-shaped  tail,  naked  and  scale-form.  The  animal  is 
young,  and  was  taken  about  ten  days  ago.  Previously  to  being 
brought  in,  it  had  been  taken  out  in  a  canoe  into  the  lake,  and 
immersed.  It  appeared  to  bo  cold,  and  shivered  slightly.  Its 
hair  was  saturated  with  water,  and  it  made  use  of  its  fore  paws 
in  attempts  to  express  the  water,  sometimes  like  a  cat,  and  at 
others,  like  a  squirrel.  It  sat  up,  like  the  latter,  on  its  hind 
legs,  and  ate  bread  in  the  manner  of  a  squirrel.     In  this  position 
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it  gave  some  idea  of  the  kangaroo.  Its*  color  was  a  black  body, 
brownisli  on  the  cheeks  and  under  the  body.  The  eye  small 
and  not  very  brilliant.  Its  cry  is  not  unlike  that  of  a  young  child. 
The  owner  said,  it  would  eat  rice  and  fish.  It  was  perfectly  tamed 
in  this  short  time,  and  would  run  to  its  owner. 

Notices  OP  Natural  History. — ^I  took  out  of  the  bed  of  the 
river,  in  the  descent  below  Red  Cedar  Lake,  a  greenish  substance 
attached  to  stone,  having  an  animal  organization  resembling  the 
sponge.  In  our  descent,  the  men  caught,  and  killed  with  their 
poles,  a  proteus.  The  wild  rice,  which  fills  this  part  of  the  rirer, 
is  moncBcious.  The  river  abounds  in  muscles,  among  which  the  spe- 
cies of  unios  is  common,  but  not  of  large  size,  so  far  as  we  obserTed. 
The  forest  growth  improves  about  this  point,  and  denotes  a  better 
soil  and  climate.  Pine  species  arq  still  present^  but  have  become 
more  mixed  with  hard  wood,  and  what  the  French  canoe-men  de- 
nominate "  Bois  Franc." 

Value  of  the  Folleavoinb  Fork. — The  name  by  which  this 
tributary  of  the  Chippewa  is  called,  on  the  Lake  Superior  side, 
namely,  Red  Cedar,  is  quite  inappropriate.  Above  Rice  Lake  it 
is  characterized  by  the  wild  rice  plant,  and  the  name  of  FoUeaToine, 
which  we  found  in  use  6n  the  Mississippi  border,  better  expresses 
its  character.  The  lower  part  of  the  stream  appears  to  be  not  only 
more  plenteous  in  the  class  of  resources  on  which  an  Indian  popula- 
lation  rely,  but  far  better  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  agriculturey 
grazing,  and  hydraulics. 

Medal  of  the  third  President. — During  the  assemblages  at 
Rice  Lake,  I  observed  a  lad  called  Ogeima  Geezhick,  or  Chief  Day^ 
having  a  Jefferson  medal  around  his  neck.  I  called  him  and  his 
father,  and,  while  inquiring  its  history,  put  a  new  ribbon  to  it.  It 
was  probably  given  by  the  late  Col.  Bolvin,  Indian  agent  at  Ptairie 
du  Chien,  to  the  chief  called  F^esh-a-Peevely,  of  Ottawa  Lake. 
The  latter  died  at  his  village,  an  old  man,  last  winter.  He  gave  ft 
to  a  young  man  who  was  killed  by  the  Sioux.  His  brother  having 
a  boy  named  after  him,  namely,  Ogeima  Geezhick,  gave  it  to 


War-Dai(CE. — This  ceremony,  together  with  what  is  called  itrik- 
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tfi^  the  pogt^  was  performed  during  our  staj;  The  warriors,  arrayed 
for  war,  danced. in  a  circle  to  the  music  of  their  drum  and  rattles. 
After  making  a  fixed  number  of  revolutions,  thej  stopped  simuHa- 
neoualy  and  uttered  the  sharp  war  yell.  A  man  then  8tq)ped  out, 
and,  raising  his  dub  and  striking  a  pole  in  the  centre,  related  a  per- ' 
8onal  exploit  in  war.  The  dance  was  then  resumed,  and  terminated 
ifi  like  manner  by  yells,  When  another  warrior  related  his  exploits. 
This  was  repeated  as  long  as  there  were  exploits  to  tell.  One  of 
the  warriors  had  seven  feathers  in  his  head,  denoting  that  he  had 
marched  seven  times  against  the  enemy.  Another  had  two.  One 
of  the  young  men  asked  for  Lieut.  Clary's  sword,  and  danced  with 
it  in  the  circle. 

An  old  woman,  sitting  in  a  ring  of  women  on  the  left,  when  the 
dancing  and  drumming  had  reached  its  height,  could  not  restrain. 
iier  feelings.  She  rose  up,  and,  seizing  a  wwr-^slub  which  one  of  thci 
jToung  men  gallantly  offered,  joined  the  dance.  As  soon  as  they 
paused,  and  gave  the  war-whoop,  she  stepped  forward  and  shook 
her  club  towards  the  Sioux  lines,  and  related  that  a  war  party  of 
Ohippewas  had  gone  to  the  Warwater  River,  and  killed  ik  Sioux, 
^knd  when  they  returned  they  threw  the  scalp  at  her  feet.  A  very 
old,  deaf,  and  gray-headed  man,  tottering  with  age,  also  stepped 
out  to  tell  the  exploits  of  his  youth,  on  the  war  path. 

Among  the  dancers^  I  noticed  a  man  with  a  British  medal.     It 
"traa  the  medal  of  the  late  Chief  Peesh-a-Peevely,  and  had  probably 
'been  given  him  while  the  British  held  the  supremacy  in  the  country. 
X  e^cplained  to'him  that  it  was  a  symbol  of  nationality,  which  it  was 
BOW.  improper  to  display  as  sucL     That  I  would  recognize  the  per- 
sonal authority  of  it,  by  exchanging  for  it  an  American  silver  medal 
of  equal  aise* 

Orn'ithoIiOGT. — ^While  at  Rice  Lake,  I  heard,  for  the  first  time, 
the  meadow-lark,  and  should  judge  it  a  favorite  place  for  birds 
ol^taining  their  food.  The  thirteen  striped  squirrel  is  also  common. 
/  A  ({uantity  of  the  fresh-water  shells  of  the  lake  were,  at  my  request^' 
brought  in  by  the  Indian  girls.  There  was  very  little  variety. 
Most  of  theift  were  unios  of  a  small  size. 

I  found  the  entire  population  to  be  one  hundred  and  forty-two 
soub,  of  whom  eleven  were  absent. 

•One  of  the  last  acts  of  Neenaba  was  to  present  a  pipe  and  speech, 
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to  be  forwarded  to  the  Preeident,  to  reqnest  him  to  use  his  poweF 
to  prevent  the  Sioux  from  crossing  the  lines.  Having  now  finished 
repairing  mj  canoes,  I  embarked  on  the  ninth,  at  three  o'cloek  ia 
the  afternoon,  and  went  down  the  river  four  hours  and  a  half,  pro* 
bablj  about  eighteen  miles,  and  encamped.  Encountered  four 
Indians,  from  whom  we  obtained  some  pieces  of.  venison.  During 
the  night  wolves  set  up  their  howls  near  our  camp,  a  sure  aign  that 
we  were  in  a  deer  country. 

A  Prairie  Country. — The  next  morning  (lOth  Atfg.)  we  em- 
barked at  five,  and  remained  in  our  canoes  till  ten  A.  M.,  when 
we  landed  for  breakfast.  We  had  now  entered  a  prairie  country, 
of  a  pleasing  and  picturesque  aspect.  We^bserved  a  red  deer  during 
the  morning ;  we  passed  many  hunting  encampments  of  the  Indians, 
and  the  horns  and  bones  of  slaughtered  deers,  and  Qther  evidences 
of  our  being  in  a  valuable  game  country.  These  signs,  continued 
and  increased  after  breakfast.  The  river  had  now  increased  in 
volume,  so  as  to  allow  a  free  navigation,  and  the  men  could  venture 
to  put  out  their  strength  in  following  down  a  current,  always  strong, 
and  often  rapid.  We  were  passing  a  country  of  sylvan  attractions, 
of  great  fertility,  and  abouhding  in  deer,  elk,  and  other  animals. 
Wc  also  saw  a  mink,  and  a  flock  of  brant.  Mr.  Clary  shot  a  tur- 
key-buzzard, the  first  intimation  that  we  had  reached  within  the 
range  of  that  bird.  As  evening  approached  we  saw  a  raccoon  on  a 
fallen  bank.  We  came  at  nightfall  to  the  Kakabika  Falls,  carried 
our  baggage  across  the  portage,  and  encamped  at  the  western  end, 
ready  to  embark  in  the  morning,  having  descended  the  river,  by 
estimation,  seventy  miles.  These  falls  are  over  sandstone,  a  rock 
which  has  shown  itself  at  all  the  rapids  below  Rice  Lake. 

Saw  Mills. — The  next  morning  (11th)  we  embarked  at  six 
o'clock,  and,  after  descending  strong  and  rapid  waters  for  a  distance 
of  about  fifteen  miles,  reached  the  site  of  a  saw  mill.  A  Mr.  Wal- 
lace, who  with  ten  men  was  in  charge  of  it,  and  was  engaged  in  re- 
constructing a  dam  that  had  been  carried  off  by  the  last  spring 
freshet,  represented  Messrs.  Rolette  and  Lockwood  of  Prairie  du 
Chien.  Another  mill,  he  said,  was  constructed  on  a  creek  just 
below,  and  out  of  sight. 

I  asked  Mr.  Wallace  where  the  lines  between  the  Sioux  and 
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.^^    ^ippewas  grossed.     He  said  above.     He  had  no  doubt,  however^ 

^^t  that  the  land  belonged  to  the  Chippewas.     He  said  that  no 

^^ouxhad  been  here  for  seven  years.    At  that  time  a  mill  was  built 

^ere,,  and  Sioux  came  and  encamped  at  it,  but  they  were  attacked 

^y  the  Chippewas  and  several  killed,  since  which  they  have  not 

appeared.   He  told  us  that  this  stream  is  called  the  Folleavoink- 

The  country  near  the  milla  is  not,  in  fact,  occupied  by  either 

Chippewa  or  Sioux,  in  consequence  of  which  game  is  abundant  on 

it.    We  saw  a  wolf,  on  turning  a  dense  point  of  woods,  in  the 

ffloming.     The  animal  stood  a  moment,  and  Uien  turned  and  fled 

into  the  forest.     After  passing  the  mills  we  saw  groups  of  twe, 

five  and  four  deer,  and  of  two  wolves  at  separate  points.     Mr. 

Johnston  shot  at  a  flight  of  brant,  and  brought  down  one.'   The 

exclaraations,  indeed,  of  ^^un  hup!  un  ch$vreuiir\  were  continu*^ 

ally  in.  the  men*s  mouths. 

Chippewa  River. — ^At  twelve  o'clock  precisely  we  came  to  »the 
confluence  of  this  fork  with  the  main  stream.  The  Chippewa  id 
a  noble  mass  of  water^  flowing  with  a  wide  sweeping  majesty  to 
the  Mississippi.  It  excites  the  idea  of  ma^itude.  Wide  plains^ 
And  the  most  sylvan  and  picturesque  hills  Ibound  the  view.  We 
abandoned  our  smallest  canoe  at  this  point,  and,  pushing  into  the 
central  channel  of  the  grand  current,  pursued  for  six  hours  our 
Way  to  its  mouth,  where  we  encamped  on  a  long  spit  of  naked 
sand,  which  marked  its  entrance  into  the  Mississippi. 

Snake. — The  only  thing  that  opposed  our  passage  was  a  large 
Serpent  in  the  centre  of  the  channel,  whose  liberty  being  impinged, 
Coiled  himself  up,  and  raised  his  head  in  defiance.  Its  colors  were 
greenish-yellow  and  brownish.  It  appeared  to  be  of  the  thick-^ 
xxcss  at  the  maximum  of  a  man's  wrist.  The  bowsman  struck  it 
^ith  a  pole,  not  without  some  trepidation  at  his  proximity  to  the 
x-eptile,  but  it  made  off,  apparently  unhurt,  or  not  disabled. 

Mont  Lb  Garde. — The  picturesque  and  grass-clad  elevation 

caUed  Le  Garde  by  the  canoe-men,  attracted  our  notice.     It  is  a 

high  hill,  the  top  of  which  commands  a  view  of  the  whole  length 

of  Lake  Pepin,  where  Chippewa  war  parties  look  out  for  their 

enemies.     It  was  from  this  elevation  that  Kewaynokwut*s  party 
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spied  poor  IFinley  and  his  men  in  1824,  an4  there  could  have  been 
no  reason  irhateverfor  mistaking  their  character^  for  he  had, a 
linen  tent  and  other  umnistakeable  insignia  of  a  trader. 

The  Chippewa  enters  the  Mississippi  by  seroral  channels,  which 
at  this  stage  of  the-  water,  are  form^  by  long  sand  bars,  which  are 
but  a  few  inches  above  the  water.  The  tracks  of  deer  and  elk  were 
abundant  on  these  bars.  We  had  found  something  of  this  kind  on 
a  bar  of  the  FoUeaToine  below  the  mills,  where  we  landed  to  dry^the 
doctor's  herbarium  and  press,  which  had  been  knocked  overboard 
in  a  rapid.  The  tracks  of  elk  at  that  spot  were  as  numerous  as 
those  of  cattle  in  a  barn  yard.  There  are  high  hills  on  the  w;eftt 
banks  of  the  Mississippi  opposite  the  entrance,  and  an  enchanting 
view  is  had  of  the  foot  of  Lake  Pepin  and  its  beautiful  shores. 

Deer  appear  to  come  on  to  these  sand  bars  at  nighty  to  avoid 
the  mosquitoes.  Wolves  follow  them.  We  estimate  our  distance 
at  forty  miles,  inclusive  of  the  stop  at  the  mill.  We  had  the  brant 
roasted  on  a  stick  for  supper. 

Descent  of  the  Mississippi. — We  embarked  on  our  descent  at 
four  o'clock  4^.  M.  We  passed  three  canoes  of  Sioux  men  with 
their  families.  The  fttnoes  were  wooden.  We  stopped  alongside, 
and  gave  them  tobacco.  The  women  club  their  hair,  like  the  Ghip- 
pewt^s,  and,  wear  short  gowns  of  cloth.  Soon  afterwards  we  over- 
took four  Sioux  of  Wabashaw's  band,  in  a  canoe.  We  stopped 
for  breakfast  at  nine  o'clock,  under  a  high  shore  on  the  west  bank. 
Found  fine  unios  of  a  large  size,  verj  abundant  on  a  little  sandy 
bay.  I  found  the  unio  alatiLSj  overtu8y  rugosus  and  gibbosusy  also 
some  anadontas.  The  Sioux  came  up,  and  gave  us  to  understand 
that  a  murder  had  been  committed  by  the  Menomonies  in  the  mine 
country.  Some  of  my  voyageurs  laughed  outright  to  hear  the 
Sioux  language  spoken,  the  sound  of  its  frequent  palatals .  falling 
very  flat  on  men's  ears  accustomed  only  to  the  Algonquin. 

Bioux  Village.  —  About  two  o'clock,  having  taken  a  right- 
hand  fork  of  the  river,  wo  unexpectedly  came  to  a  Sioux  village, 
consisting  of  a  part  of  Wabashaw's  band,  under  Wah-koo-ta. 
Landed  and  found  a  Sioux  who  could  speak  Chippewa,  and  serve 
as  interpreter.  I  informed  them  of  my  route  and  the  object  of 
my  visit,  and  of  my  having  commimicated  a  message  with  warn- 
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and  tobacco  to  Wabaehaw.  They  told  U3  that  theHenomo- 
>^s  iiad  killed  twenty-five  Foxes  at  Prairie  du  Chien  a  few  days 
;o,  haying  first  made  them  dmnk,  and  then  cut  their  throats  and 
^Oalped  them.  We  encamped,  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
^ULnder  high  cliffs  on  the  west  shore,  having  been  fifteen  hours  in 
Our  canoes.  Found  mint  among  the  high  grass, 'where  our  tent 
poles  were  put.  On  the  next  morning  we  set  off  at  half-past  four 
o'clock,  and  went  until  ten  to  breakfast.  At  a  low  point  of  land 
of  the  shore,  we  had  a  view  of  a  red  fox,  who  scampered  aWay 
gayly .  He  hayd  been  probably  gleaning  among  the  shell-fish  along 
sliore.  . 

I 

At  a  subsequent  point  we  met  a  boat  laden  with  Indian  goods, 
i>oiixid  to  St.  Peters,  and  manned  by  Canadians.     The  persoit  in 
charge  of  it  informed  us  that  i:t  wai^  Menomonies  and  not  Foxes 
•Who  had,  to  the  number  of  twenty-six,  been  recently  murdered.'. 


General  Impression  of  the  Mississippi. — The  engrossing 
idea,  in  passing  down  the  Mississippi,  is  the  power  of  its  waters 
during  the  8][>ring  flood.  Tfees  carried  from  above  are  piled  on 
the  heads  of  islands,  and  also  lie,  like  vast  stranded  roQks,  on  its 
09nd  bars  and  lower  shores.  Generally  the  butt  ends  and  roots 
^re  elevated  in  the  air,  and  remain  like  gibbeted  m<en  by  the  road- 
side, to  tell  the  traveler  of  the  power  once  exerted  there. 

We  traveled  till  near  ten  o'clock  (13th)  in  the  morning,  when 
-we  reached  and  encamped  at  Prairie  du  Chien. 
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CHAPTER  XLI. 

Death  of  Mr.  Monroe — Affair  of  the  massacre  of  the  Menomoiue»  bj  HnB 
Foxes — Descent  to  Galena — Trip  in  the  lead  mine  country  to  Fort  Win- 
nebago— Orations  Gror^ — Sae  and  Fox  disturbances — ^Black  Hawk — ^Irifh 
Diggings — Willow  Springs — Yanmater's-lead-^An  escape  firom  falling  into 
a  pit — Mineral  Point — Ansley's  copper  mine — Gen.  Dodge'a^^MT.  Brig- 
ham's — Sugf^  Creek — ^Four  Lakes — Seren  Mile  Prairie— A  night  in  tht 
woods — ^Reach  Fort  Winnebago — Return  to  the  Sault — Political  chan^ 
in  the  cabinet — Gov.  Cass  called  to  Washington — Religious  changes—^. 
B.  Porter  appointed'  Governor — Natural  history — Character  of  the  ii«w 
governor — Arrival  of  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  Porter—Organbation  of  a  chuieb. 

1831,  Atig.  l^th.  One  of  the  first  things  we  heard,  on  reach- 
ing Prairie  du  Ghien,  was  the  death  of  ox-President  Monroe,  which 
happened  on  the  4th  of  July,  at  the  City  of  New  York.  The  de- 
mise of  three  ez-Prcsidents  of  the  revolutionarj  era  (Jefferson, 
Adams,  and  Monroe),  on  this  political  jubilee  of  the  repablic,  is 
certainly  extraordinary,  and  appears,  so  far  as  human  judgment 
goes,  to  lend  a  providential  sanction  to  the  bold  act' of  confederated 
resistance  to  taxation  and  oppression,  made  in  1776. 

The  affray  between  the  Foxes  and  Menomonies  turns  out  thus.- 
The  Foxes  had  killed  a  young  Menomonie  hunter,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Wisconsin,  and  cut  off  his  head.  The  Menomonies  had  re- 
taliated by  killing  Foxes.  The  Foxes  then  made  a  war  party 
against  the  Menomonies,  and  went  up  the  Mississippi  in  search  of 
them.  They  did  not  find  them,  till  their  return,  when  they  dis- 
covered a  Menomonie  encampment  on  the  upper  part  of  the  Prairie. 
They  instantly  attacked  them,  and  killed  seven  men,  five  women, 
and  thirteen  children.  The  act  was  perfectly  dastardly,  for  the 
Menomonies  were  some  domestic  lodges  of  persons  living,  as  non-, 
combatants,  under  the  guns  of  the  fort  and  the  civil  institutions  of 
the  town.  The  Menomonies  complained  to  me.  I  told  them  to 
go  to  their  Agent,  and  have  a  proper  statement  of  the  massacre 
drawn  up  by  him,  and  transmitted  to  Washington. 
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I  called  oa  the  commanding  officer,  Captain  Loomis,  and  accept- 
ed his  invitation  to  dine.  He  introduced  me  to  Mr.  Street,  the 
Indian  Agent.  At*  four  o'clock  in  the  evening,  I  emharked  fpr 
Galena,  and,  aft^  descending  the  Mississippi  as  lonj^  as  daylight 
lasted,  encaihped  on  a  sand  bar.  The  next  morning  (15th),  we 
were  again  in  motion  before  5  o'clock.  We  passed  Cassville  and 
Dubuque  at  successive  points,  and,  entering  the  river  of  Galena, 
reached  the  town  about  half-past  eight  o'clock,  in  the  evening, 
and  encaikiped  on  the  banks  of  the  river. 

On  the  following  day  (16th)  I  dispatched  my  canoe  back  to  the 
Wisconsin  in  charge  of  Mr.  Johnston,  accompanied  by  Dr.  D. 
Houghton,  and  Mr.  Melancthon  Woolsey,  with  directions  to  meet 
me  at  the  portage.  I  then  hired  a  light  wagon  to  visit  the  mine 
country,  taking  letters  from  Captain  Legate,  XT.  S.  A.,  and  Mr. 
C.  Hemstead.  Mr.  Bennet,  the  landlord,  went  with  me  to  bring 
back  t|ie  team.  We  left  Galena  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning 
(17th),  and,  passing  over  an  open,  rolling  country,  reached  Gratiot's 
Grove,  at  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles.  The  Messrs.  Gratiot  received 
me  kindly,  and  showed  me  the  various  ores,,  and  their  mode  .of 
preparing  and  smelting  them,  which  are,  in  all  respects,  similar  to 
the  method  pursued  in  Missouri,  with  which  I  was  familiar. 

Mr.  Henry  Gratiot  was  the  sub-Indian  agent  for  the  Winneba- 
goes,  and  was  present  at  the  late  disturbances  at  the  head  of  Rock 
Island-    His  band  is  the  Winnebagoes  living  on  Bock  Biver,  which 
is  the  residence  of  their  prophet.    He  says  the  latter  is  a  half  Sauk, 
and  a  very  shrewd,  cunning  man.     They  are  peaceable  now,  and 
disclaim  all  connection  with  Black  Hawk,  for  war  purposes.    Mr. 
Gr.  assured  me  that  he  places  no  confidence  in  these  declarations, 
JSlOF  in  the  stability  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes.     He  deems  the  latter 
treacherous,  as   usual,  and  related  to  me  several  acts  of  their 
villainy — all  in  accordance  with  their  late  attack  and  murder 
the  Menomonies  at  Prairie  du  Chien.     This  murder  was  com- 
itted  by  a  part  of  Black  JIawk's  band,  who  had  been  driven  from 
leir  villages  on  the  Mississippi  below  the  rapids.     They  ascended 
-   — ^^e  river  to  Dubuque — from  thence  the  party  set  out,  and  fell  on 
.-M^  ^  unsuspicious  and  defenceless  Menomonies. 

having  examined  whatever  was  deemed  worthy  of  attention  here, 
J    ^^Ci\e  on  about  fifteen  miles  to  Willow  Springs.     In  this  drive 
2i  ^d  the  Platte  Mounds,  a  prominent  object,  all  the  afternoon  oa 
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our  left.  We  stopped  at  Irish  Diggings,  and  I  took  ^ecimena  of 
the  various  spars,  ores,  and  rocks.  Lead  ore  is  found  )iere  in  fis- 
sures in  the  rock.  An  e:jitraordinarj  mass  of  galena  was  recently 
discovered,  in  this  geological  position,  by  two  men  named  Dojie 
and  Hanlcj.  It  is  stated  to  have  been  twenty-two  feet  wide  by 
one  hundred  feet  in  length,  and  weighed-  many  tons.  It  was  of  the 
kind  of  formation  called  sheet  mineral,  which  occupies  what  ap- 
pears to  have  once  been  an  open  fissure. 

The  face  of  the  country  is  exceedingly  beautiful,  the  soil  fertile, 
and  bearing  oaks  and  shagbark  hickory.  Grass  and  flowers  cover 
the  prairies  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach.  The  hills  are  moderately 
elevated,  and  the  roads  excellent,  except  for  short  distances  iMrbere 
streams  are  crossed.  We  passed  the  night  at  Willow  Springs, 
where  we  were  well  accommodated  by  Mr.  Bay.- 

On  the  18th  it  rained  in  the  morning.  We  stopped  at  Rooky 
Branch  Diggings,  and  I  obtained  here  some. interesting  specimens. 
We  also  stopped  at  Bracken's  Furnace,  where  I  procured  some 
organic  remains.  I  examined  Yanmater's  lead;  it  rims  east  and 
west  nearly  nine  miles.  There  was  so  much  certainty  in  tracing 
the  course  of  this  lead,  that  it  was  sought  out  with  a  compass.  The 
top  strata  are  thirty-six  to  forty  feet — ^then  the  mineral  clay  and 
galena  occur. 

While  examining  some  large  specimens  which  had  been  thrown, 
out  of  an  old  pit  forty  feet  deep,  whose  edges  were  concealed  by 
bushes,  I  had  nearly  fallen  in  backwards,  by  which  I  should  have 
been  inevitably  killed.  The  fate  that  I  escaped  fell  to  the  lot  of 
Bonnet's  dog.  The  poor  fellow  jumped  over  the  cluster  of  bushes 
without  seeing  the  pit  beyond.  By  looking  down  we  could  see 
that  he  was  still  living.  Mr.  Yanmater  promised  to  erect  ^  wind- 
lass over  the  pit  and  get  him  out  before  Mr.  Bonnet  returned. 

We  reached  Mineral  Point  about  eleven  o'clock.  I  immediately 
called  on  Mr.  Ansley,  to  whom  I  had  a  letter,  and  went  with  him 
to  visit  his  copper  ore  discovery^  On  the  way  he*  lost  his  mule, 
and,  after  some  exertions  to  catch  the  animal,  being  under  the  effects 
of  a  fever  and  ague,  he  went  back.  A  Mr.  Black  went  with  me  to 
the  diggings.  Green  and  blue  carbonates  of  copper  were  found  in 
rolled  lumps  in  the  clay  soil,  much  like  that  kind  of  lead  ore  which 
is  called,  from  its  abraded  form,  gravel  ore'.  Taking  specimens  of 
each  kind  of  ore,  I  went  back  to  the  town  to  dinner,  and  then 
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drove  on  tiro  or  three  mileB  to  General  Dodire's.  The  General 
received  me  with  great  urbanity.  I  was  introduced  to  his  son 
Augustus,  a  young  gentleman  of  striking  and  agreeable  manners. 
Mrs.  Dodg^  had  prepared  iik  a  few  moments  a  cup  of  coffee,  which 
formed  i^  very  acceptable  appendage  to  my  late  dinner.  We  then 
continued  om^  way,  passing  through  Dodgeville  to  Porter's  Grove, 
where  we  stopped  <  for  the  night,  and  were  made  very  comfortable 
at  Morrison's. 

On  the  19th  we  drove  to  breakfast  at  Brigham's  at  the  Blue 
Hounds.  I  here  foiyid  in  my  host  my  old  friend  with  whom  I  had 
set  out  from  Pittsburgh  for  the  western  world  some  thirteen  or 
fourteen  years  before,  and  whoija  I  last  saw,  I  believe,  fighting  with 
the  crows  on  the  Illinois  bottoms  for  the  produce  of  a  fine  field  of 
corn.  I  went  on  to  the  mound  with  him  to  view  the  extraordinary 
growth  of  the  same  grain  at  this  place.  The  stalks  were  so  high 
that  it  really  required  a  tall  man  to  reach  up  and  pull  otf  the  ears. 

Ten  miles  beyond  Brigham's  we  came  to  Sugar  Greek  and  a  tree 
marked  by  Mr.  Lyon^  Fropa  this  point  we  found  the  trail  mea- 
jsored  and  mile  stakes  driven  b^  Mr.  Lyon's  party,  but  the  Indians 
have  removed  several.  From  Sugar  Creek  it  is  ten  miles  to  the 
head  of  the.Four  Lakes.  We  then  crossed  the  Seven  Mile  Prairie* 
To  the  left  as  we  passed  there  rose  a  high  point  of  rocks,  on  the 
top  of  which  the  Indians  had  placed  image  stones.  Night  overtook 
us  soon  after  crossing  this  prairie.  We  took  the  horse  out  of  the 
shafts  and  tied  him  to  the  wagon.  My  friend  Bonnet,  though  au 
fait  oh  these  trips,  faUed  to  strike  fk  fire.  We  ate  somethii^,  and 
made  shift  to  pass  the  night. 

Next  morning  we  drove  twelve  miles  to  a  house  (Basting's), 
where  we  got  breakfast.  We  drove  through  Dupk  Creek  with  some 
ado,  the  skies  threatening  rain,  and  came  in  tp  Fort  Winnebago 
by  one  o'clock,  during  a  pouring  rain.  The  canoes  sent  from 
Galena  had  not  yet  arrived.  I  spent  the  next  day  at  the  Winne- 
bago agency,  Mr«  John  H.  Kinzie's,  where  I  was  received  with 
great  kindness.  The  canoe  with  Dr.  Houghton  and  his  companions 
did  not  arrive  till  the  23d,  and  I  embarked  the  same  day  on  my 
return  to  St.  Mary's.  It  will  not  be  necessary  to  describe  this 
route.  We  were  three  days  in  descending  the  Fox  River  and  its 
portages  to  Green  Bay.     It  required  eight  days  to  traverse  the 
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shores  and  bays  to  Mackinack,  and  three  more^o  reach  St.  Mary's, 
where  I  arrived  on  the  4th  of  September. 

.  During  my  absence  on  this  expedition,  there  were  some  things 
in  my  correspondence  that  require  notice.  Gen.  Cass  ^ad  been 
transferred  to  the  War  Office  at  Washington.  He  writes  to  me 
from  Detroit  (July  22d):  "Very  much  to  my  snrprise  I  have 
found  myself  called  to  another  sphere  of  action.-  ^The  change  I 
am  afraid  will  be  not  less  unfavorable  to  my  health  and  comfort 
than  it  certainly  is  adverse  to  my  pecuniary  interest.  Bat  I  am 
forced  by  ^resistible  circumstances  to  accept  the  appointment.  I 
have  no  time  to  detail  these  now.  When  I  next  havp  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  you,  I  will  fully  lay  them  open  to  you.  You  will  th^i 
see  and  say  that  no  other  choice  was  before  me.*' 

Gen.  Eaton,  the  former .  incumbent,  gjbe^  out  a9  minister  to 
Spiain.  The  most  important  aspect  is,  perhaps,  that  we  shall  have 
a  new  governor,  nnder  whose  rule  we '  shall  be  happy,  if  he  does 
not  rashly  derange  Indian  affairs^in  a  too  eager  zeal  to  mend  them* 
F.or  a  long  and  eventful  era  Gen.  Gas^  has  presided  as  an  umpire 
between  the  Indian  tribes  and  the  citizens.  Hi^  force  and  ur- 
banity of  character  have^  equally  inspired  the  respect  of  both. 
He  has  equally  secured  the  confidence  of  every  class  of  citizens 
in  a  wise  civil  administration  of  affairs.  He  has.  carried  the  ter- 
ritory from  a  state  of  war  and  desolation,,  which  it  presented  at 
the  close  of  1815,  when  the  whole  popula^tion  was  less  than  three 
thousand  souls,  to  a  state  o.f  sound  prosperity,  which,  in  a  few 
years,  will  develop  resources  that  must  class  us. one  .of  the  first 
of  the  Lake  States.  -      ■ 

July  2&th.  The  Rev.  Absalom  Peters,  Sec.  Home  Miss.  Society, 
holds  out  the  prospect  of  bringing  our  remote  position,  at  the  foot 
of  Lake  Superior,  within  the  pale  of  the  operations  of  that  society. 
He  views  and  described  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College,  who 
may,  probably,  be  induced  to  venture  himself  on  this  frontier. 
He  asks:  ^^ Please  to  say  whether  yofi  desire. such  a  man  as  I 
have  described  ?  Will  it  be  best  for  him  to  go  this  fall,  or  wait 
until  next  spring?  How  much  can  you  raise  for  his  support? 
How  much  will  be  necessary  to  sustain  him  and  .his  family  with 
suitable  economy  ?    What  will  be  his  peculiar  trials  ?*' 

Aiig*  28c2.  It  is  announced  that  Mr.  Geo.  B.  Porter,  of  Lan- 
caster, Penn.,  is  to  be  the  new  governor. 
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Oct,  4th.  The  last  mail  brings  me  a  letter  from  an  early  and 
esteemed  friend,  a  Prof,  in  the  Med.  Col.  at  New  York,  offering 
me  cQngratolations  on  the  moral  stand  recently  taken  by  me. 
Approvals,  indeed,  of  this  act  reach  me  from  many  quarters.  Tl^e 
way  seemed  open,  with  very  little  exertion  on  my  part,  to  run  a  poli- 
tical coarse.  Bat  my  impressions  were  averse  to  it.  There  is  so  mach 
of  independent  honest  opinion  to  be  offered  up  by  politicians — such 
continual  calls  to  forsake  the  right  for  the  expedient — such  larg^ 
sacrifices  to  be  made  in  various  ways  to  the  god  of  public  opinion, 
that  a  political  career  is  rather  startling  to  a  quiet,  unambitious, 
home-loving  individual  like  myself,  one,  too,  who  is  largely  inte- 
rested in  other  studies  and  pursuits,  the  rewards  of  which  are  not, 
indeed,  very  prompt,  very  pure,  nor  very  full;  but  they  are 
fraught  with  gratifications  of  a  more  enduring  kind,  and  furnish 
aliment  to  moral  conceptions  which  exalt  and  purify  the  soul.     . 

Dr.  Torrey  also  alludes,  in  the  same  letter,  to  my  recent  journey 
in  the  Indian  country :  '^  I  am  anxious  to  make  some  inquiries  <^ 
you  concerning  your  expedition  to  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  &c. 
Though  your  principal  object  was  more  important,  perhaps,  than 
natural  science,  I  hope  the  latter  was  not  entirely  neglected.  I 
know  thai  you  have  heretofore  devoted  as  much  of  your  attention 
as  possible  to  the  observation  of  natural  objects,  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  specimens,  and  your  last  expedition  was  through  a  country 
well  deserving  of  your  highest  exertions.  I  know  that  part  of  it  is 
the  same. as  that  explored  while  you  attended  Gov.  Cass,  many 
years  ago ;  but  much  of  the  ground,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  i^ 
new.  Tou  know  that  I  have  long  devoted  much  of  my  time  to 
the  study  of  N.  American  botany,  and  that  I  am  collecting  mate* 
rials  for  a  .general  Flora  of  our .  country.  Now,  my  dear  sir,  if  ' 
you  or  Mr.  Houghton  (the  young  gentleman  whom,  I  am  informed, 
accompanied  you)  have  made  any  collections  in  botany,  I  should 
esteem  it  a  peculiar  favor  to  have  the  examination  of  the^  speci- 
mens. 

"  Oar  Lyceum  prospers.  We  have  removed  to  the  N.  T.  Dis- 
pensatory, a  new  building  lately  erected  in  White  Street,  where 
we  have  excellent  accommodations.  The  Corporation  of  the  city 
had  nse  for  the  N.  Y.  Institution,  and  nearly  all  the  societies  who 
occapied  it  have  been  obliged  to  decamp.  You  doubtless  have . 
heard  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Mitchell.    Dr.  A.kerly  will  pronounce ., 
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his  eulogy  soon,  and  probably  Dr.  Hoaick  will  .give  a  more  elabo- 
rate account  of  his  life. 

^'  Mr.  Cooper  now  devotes  himself  to. shelly  and  birds.  ,If  yoa 
have  anything  rare  or  new' in  these  departments,  we  should  be 
greatly  obliged  to  you  for  such  specimens  as  you  can  spare. 

^^Dr.  Dekay  went  to  Russia  with  his  father,  Mr.  Eckford,  last 
summisr.'^  , 

23(2.  A  friend  and  shrewd  observer  from  Detroit,  writes: 
"  You  ask  how  we  like  our  new  Governor.  Very^well.  He  is  a 
well-informed  plain  man,  unassuming  in  his  manners  and  eoticiliat- 
ory,  always  ready  for  business,  and  accustomed  to  do  everything 
en  qrdre.  His  wife  is  a  fine-looking  agreeable  woman,  with  seve- 
ral pretty  well-behaved  children." 

Another  correspondent  says :  ^^  Mr.  Porfer  is  very  much  such 
a  man  as  A.  K  Wing,  and  will,  no  doubt,  generally  suit  the 
citizens. of  the  territory." 

SO^A.  yf.  Ward,  Esq.,  says :  ^^  I  remove  hence  to  Washington, 
with  no  certain  prospects,  only  hopes.  I  cannot  go  witliout 
thankitig  you  for  much  enjoyment  in  the  hours  passed  with  you, 
and  for  the  manifestations  of  interest  and  friendship." 

Nov.  12ih*  Rev.  W.  S.  Boutwell  says:  ^^  I  am  happy  to  hear 
tihat  my  friend  and  classmate.  Porter,  is  at  Mackinack,  on  his  way 
to  this  people.     The  Lord  speed  him  on  his  way." 

22e2.  Dr.  Houghton  writes  from  Fredonia,  communicating  the 
results  of  his  analyses  of  the  Lake  Superior  copper-ores. 

Dec.  2l9t.  The  person  named  in  a  prior  letter  from  the  Home 
Missionary  Society,  prefers  a  more  southerly  location,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  a  new  selection  has  been  made  by  Dr.  Peters,  in 
the  person  of  Rev.  Jeremiah  Porter,  a  graduate  of  Princeton  and 
Andover,  and  a  lineal  descendant,  I  understand,  by  the  mother's 
tdde,  of  the  great  Dr.  Edwards.  We  have  been  favorably  ^im- 
pressed by  the  manner  and  deportment,  and  not  less  so  by  the 
piety  and  learning  of  the  man.  I  felt  happy,  the  moment  of  his 
landing,  in  offering  him  a  furnished  chamber,  bed  and  ,plate,  at 
Elmwood,  while  residing  on  this  frontier.  He  has  taken  steps  to 
organize  a  church.  He  preaches  in  an  animated  and  persuasive 
stjyle,  and  has  commenced  a  system  of  moral  instruction  in  detail, 
which,  in  our  local  history,  constitutes  an  era.  It  has  been  writ- 
ten that  ^'  where  vice  abounds,  grace  shall  much  more  aboond,^" 
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and  St.  Mary's  maj  now  be  well  included  in  the  list  of  favorable 
examples.  The  lordly  "wassail"  of  the  fur-trader,  the  long-coA- 
tinoed  dance  of  the  gay  French  "  habitant,''  the  roll  of  the  billiard* 
ball,  the  shnffle  of  the^^card,  and  the  frequent  potations  of  wine 
'^  when  it  is  red  in  the  cup,"  will  now,  at  least,  no  longer  retain 
their  places  in  the  customs  of  this,  spot  on  the  frontier  without  the 
hope  of  having  their  immoral  tendencies  pointed  out.  Some  of 
the  soldiers  have  also -shown  a  disposition  to  attend  the  several 
meetings  for  instruction.  The  claims  of  temperance  have  likewise 
led  to  an  organized  effort,  and  if  the  pious  and  gentle  Mr.  Lwd 
were  permitted  once  again  to  visit  the  place,  lifter  a  lapse  of 
seven  years,  he  might  fervently  exclaim,  in  the  language .  of  the 
Gospel,  "  What  hath  God  wrought  ?"  .    . 


I . 
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CHAPTER   XLII. 

Revival  ^f  St.  Mary's — ^Rejeotion  of  Mr.  Van  Baren  as  Minister  to 'England 
— Botany  and  Natural  History  of  the.  NortlfwestH-Project  of  a  new  jsx- 
pedition  to  find  tl^e  Sonrces  of  the  Mississippi — Algio  Society — Consolida- 
tion of  the  Agencies  of  St.  Mary's  and  Michilitnaokinack* — Good  effects  of 
the  American  Hotne  Missionary  Society — Organiiatipn  of  a  new  inland 
exploring  expedition  committed  to  me — Its  objects  and  composition  of  the 
corps  of  observers. 

I 

1832,  Jon.  31^.  I  WAS  now  to  spend  a  winter  to  aid  a  preacher 
in  promoting  the  diffusion  and  understanding  of  the  detuled  facts, 
which  all  go  to  establish  a  gceat  truth — ^.a  truth  which  was  fost 
l)rougbt  to  the  world's  notice  eighteen  hundred  and  thirtj-two 
years  before,  namely,  that  God,  who  was  incarnate  iu  the  Messiah, 
under  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  offered  himself  a  public  sacrifice 
for  human  sins,  amidst  the  most  striking  and  imposing  circum- 
stances of  a  Roman  execution — a  fact  which,  In  an  age  of  extra- 
ordinary moral  stolidity  and  ecclesiastical  delusion,  was  regarded 
as  the  behest  of  a  mere  human  tribunal. 

For  t^is  work  the  circumstances  .of  our  position  and  exclusion 
from  society  was  very  favorable.  The  world,  with-  all  its  political 
^nd  commercial  care,  was,  in  fact,  shut  out  with  the  closing  of  the 
river.  Three  hundred  miles  of  a  waste,  howling  wiHemess  sepa- 
rated us  south-easterly  from  the  settlements  at  Detroit.  Ninety 
miles  in  a  south-westerly  direction  lay  the  island  and  little  settle- 
ment and  mission  of  Mackinack. 

In  addition  to  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Porter,  who  was  oar  pastor, 
the  winter  had  enclosed,  at  that  point,  a  zealous  missionary  of  the 
American  Board,  destined  for  a  more  northerly  position,  in  the 
■  person  of  Mr.  Boutwell,  who  with  the  person,  Mr.  [Bingham,  in 
charge  of  the  Indian  mission  at  the  same  point,  maintained  by 
the  Baptist  Convention,  constituted  a  moral  force  that  was  not 
likely  to  be  without  its  results.     They  derived  mutual  aid  from 
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oacli  other  in  various  ways,  and  directed  their  entire  efforts  tipon 
a  limited  community,. wholly  excluded  from  open  contact  with  the 
busy  world,  and  having,  by  their  very  isolation,  much  leisure. 

The  result  was  an  awakened  attention  to  the  truth,  to  which  I 
have  adverted,  not  as  a  mere  historical  event,  but  one  personally 
interesting  and  important  to  every  person,  without  regard  at  idf 
to  their  circumstances  or  position.  Severity  of  climate,  deep 
snows,  the  temperature  often  below  zero,  and  frequently  but  little 
above,  blinding  snow  storms,  and  every  inconvenience  of  the  place 
or  places  of  meeting,  appeared  only  to  have  the  effect  to  give 
greater  efficacy  to  the  inquiry,  as  the  workings  of  unshackled  mind 
and  ifill.  Early  in  the  seasoh,  a  comparatively  large  number  of 
persons  of  every  class  (leemed  it  their  duty  to  profess  a  personal 
interest  in  the  atonement,  th^  great  truth  dwelt  on,  and  made 
eventually  a  profession  of  faith  by  uniting  with,  and  recording, 
their  names  as  members  of  some  branch  of  the  church.  Among 
these  were  several  natives.  •  Mrs.  Johnston,  known  to  her  people 
by  the  name  of  the  Sha-go-wash-co-da-wa-qua,  being  the  -most 
noted.  Also  four  of  her  daughters,  and  one  of  her  sons,  one  or 
two  Catholic  soldiers,  several  officers  of  Fort  Brady,  citizens, 
&c.,  &c. 

This  statement  will  tend  to  render  many  of  the  allusions  in  my 
journal  of  this  winter's  transactions  intelligible.  Indeed  some  of 
them  would  not  be  at  aU  understood  without  it.  Historically  con* 
sidered,  there  was  deep  instruction  ^^  hid"  in  this  event.  It  was 
now  precisely  222  years  since  the  Puritans,  with  the  principles  of 
the  Scriptures  for  their  guidance,  in  fleeing  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  a  new  government  in  the  West,  had  landed  at  Plymouth.  It 
had  required  this  time,  leaving  events  to  develop  themselves,  for 
the  circle  of  civilization  to  reach  the  foot  of  Lake  Superior.  Ten 
years  after  the  first  landing  at  this  remote  spot  in  1822,  had  been 
sufficient  to  warm  these  ancient  principles  into  life.  John  Eliot, 
and  the  band  of  eminent  saints  ^ho  began  the  labor  with  him  in 
1632,  had  been  centuries  in  their  tombs,  but  the  great  principles 
which  they  upheld  and  enforced  were  invested  with  the  sacred 
vitality  which  they  possessed  at  that  day.  Two  truths  are  re- 
vealed by  this  reminiscence.  1.  That  the  Scriptures  will  be  pro- 
niitilgate^  by  human  means.  2.  That  time,  in  the  Divine  mind,  is 
to  be  measured  in  a  more  enlarged  sense  ;  but  the  propagation  of 
26 
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txath  go€8  on,  as  obstacle  after  obstacle  is  withdrawn,  snrely, 
steadily,  unalterably,  and  that  its  spread  over  the  entire  globe  is 
a  mere  question  of  time. 

Jan.  Sl«f.  Mr;  Wing,  delegate  in  Congress,  writes  from  Wash* 
ington,  that  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  as  minister  to  Eng- 
land has  been  rejected  by  the  Senate,  by  a  majority  of  one — and 
thdt  one  the  casting  yote  of  the-  Yioe-President.  A  letter  from 
Albany,  Feb.  .1,  says :  ^'Albany  (and  the  State  generally)  is  con- 
siderably excited  this  morning  in  consequence  of  the  rejection  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren.  Nothing  could  have  more  promoted  the  interest 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren  than  this  step  of  the  Senate.  New  York  city 
has  resolved  to  receive  him,  on  his  return  from  England,  with  all 
the  ^  pomp  and  magnificence  in  its  power,  and  to  show  that,  her 
^^  favorite  son"  shall  be  sustained.'  I  heard  this  read  in  public 
from  a  lettet  received  by  a  person  in  this  city." 

^^  A  report  reached  this  a  few  days  ago,  stating  that  the  ^  cho- 
lera' had  been  brought  to  New  Orleans  in  a  Spanish  vessel." 

^^  Mr.  Woolsey,  the  young  gentleman  of  your  tour  last  summer, 
died  at  New  York  a  short  time  since."  In  a  letter  which  he 
wrote  to  me  (Sept.  2.7th),  on  the  eve  of  his  leaving  Detroit,  he 
says :  *^  Permit  me  now,  sir,  in  closing  this  note,  again  to  express 
my  gratitude  for  the  opportunity  you  have* afforded  me  of  visiting  a 
very  interesting  portion  of  our  country,  and  for  the  uniform  kind- 
ness that  I  have  experienced  at  your  hands,  and  for  die  friendly 
wishes,  that  prosperity  may  crown  my  exertions  in  life.^' 

Pr.  Houghton  says  (Feb.  8)  respecting  this  moral  young  man: 
^'The  tears,  of  regret  might  flow  freely  for  the  loss  of  such  true 
unsophisticated  worth,  even  with  those  who  knew  him  imperfectly, 
but  to  me,  who  felt  as  a  brother,  the  loss  is  doubly  great.  We 
have,  however,  when  reflecting  upon  bis  untimely  death,  the  sweet 
consolation  that  he  died  as  he  lived,  a  (Christian.'' 

Feb.  4th.  Dr.  Torrey  expresses  his  interest  in  the  botany  and 
natural  history,  generally,  of  the  country  visited  by  me  last  summer. 
^^  Your  kind  offer  to  place  in  my  hands  thebotfuucal  rarities  which, 
from  time  to  time,  you  may  acquire,  in  your  interesting  journeys,  , 
I  fully  appreciate.  It  will  give  me  ^eat  pleasure  to  examine  the 
collections  made  by  Dr.  Houghton  during  your  last  expedition. 

"  My  friend  Mr.  William  Cooper,  pf  the  Lyceum,  will  be  happy 
to  lend  you  all  the  assistance  in  his  power  in  determining  the  shells 
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you  liave  collected.  He  is  decidedly  our  best  conchologist  in  New 
York,  and  I  would  rather  trust  him  than  most  men — for  he  is  by 
no  means  afflicted  with  the  mania  of  desiring  to  multiply  new 
species,  which  is,  at  present,  the  bane  of  natural  history. 

"  You  speak  of  having  discoYered  some  interesting  minerals,  es- 
pecially some  goQd  native  copper.  Above  all  the  specimens  which 
you  obtained,  I  should  like  to  see  the  native  magnesia  which  you 
found  in  serpentine;  I  am  desirous  of  analyzing  the  mineral,  to 
ascertain  whether  its  composition  agrees  with  that  of  Hoboken 
and  Unst  (the  only  recorded  localities  in  our  mineralogical  works)." 

ISth,  Submitted,  in  a  letter  to  the  department  at  Washington, 
A  PROJECT  of  an  expedition  to  the  North-west,  during  the  ensuing 
season,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  views  expressed  in  the  instructions 
of  last  year,  to  preserve  peace  on  the  western  frontiers,  inclosing 
the  necessary  estimates^  &c. 

16th.  Mr.  W.  H.  Sherman,  of  Vernon,  N.  Y.,  commimioates 
intelligence  of  the  death  of  my  mother,  which  took  place  about 
ten  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  this  day.  She  was  seventy-five 
years  of  age,  and  a  Christian — and  died  as  she  had  lived,  in  a  {\ill 
hope.  I  had  read  the  letters  before  breakfast,  and  while  the  family 
were  assembling  for  prayers.  I  had  announced  the  fact  with  great 
composure,  and  afterward  proceeded  to  read  in  course  the  42d 
Psalin,  and  went  on  well,  until  I  came  to  the  verpe^ — "Why  art 
thou  cast  down,  0  my  soul?  and  why  art  thou  disquieted  within 
me?  Hope  thou  in  Gx>d:  for  I  shall  yet  praise  him,  who  is  the 
health  of  my  countenance,  and  my  Qod.*' 

The  emotions  of  this  painful  event,  which  I  had  striven  to  con- 
ceal, swelled  up  in  all  their  reality,  my  utterance  was  suddenly 
chokedj  and  I  was  obliged  to  close  the  book,  and  wait  for  calmness 
to  go  on. 

28M.  The  initial  steps  were  taken  for  forming  an  association  of 
persons  interested  in  the  cause  of  the  reclamation  of  the  Indians, 
to  be  known  under  the  name  of  the  Algic  Society.  Connected 
'with  this,  one  of  its  objects  was  to  collect  and  disseminate  practical 
information  respecting  their  language,  history,  traditions,  customs, 
and  character;  their  numbers  and  condition;  the  geogi^aphical 
features  of  the  country  they  inhabit ;  and  its  natural  history  and 
productions. 

It  proposes  some  definite  means  of  action  for  furthering  their 


404  PERSONAL  MEMOIRS. 

# 

moral  instruction,  and  reclamation  from  the  evils  of  intemperance  and 
the  principles  of  war,  and  to  subserve  the  general  purposes  of  a  so- 
ciety of  moral  inquiry.  The  place  was  deemed  favorable  both  for  the 
collection  of  original  information^  and  for  offering  a  helping  hand 
to  missionaries  and  teachers  who  should  visit  the  frontiers  in  car- 
rying forward  the  great  moral  question  of  the  exaltation  of  the 
tribes  from  barbarism  to  civilization  and  Christianity. 

2Hth.  Instructions  are  issued  at  Washington,  consolidating  the 
agencies  of  St.  Mary's  and  Michilimackinack — and  placing  the  joint . 
agency  under  my  charge.  By  this  arrangement,  C6I.  Boyd,  the 
agent  at  the  latter  point,  is  transferred  to  Green  Bay^  and  I  am 
left  at  liberty  to  reside  at  8t.  Mary's  or  Michilimackinack,  placing 
a  sub-agent  at  the  point  where  I  do  not  reside. 

This  measure  is  announced  to  me  in  a  private  letter  of -this  day, 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  says:  ^*I  think  the  time  has 
arrived  when  a  just  economy  requires  such  a  measure."  By  it 
the  entire  elcpenses  of  one  full  agency  are.  dispensed  with — 
the  duties  of  which  are  devolved  upon  me,  in  addition  to  those  I 
before  had.  By  being  allowed  the  choice  of  selection,  two  hundred 
dollars  ta^e  a<fded  to  my  salary.  Here  is  opened  a  new  field,  and 
certainly  a  very  ample  one,  for  exeftions. 

April  Sth.  The  object  contemplated  by  invoking  the  aid  of 
the  Ilome  Missionary  Society,  in  the  establishment  of  a  church 
at  this  remote  point  on  the  frontiers — in  connection  with  the 
means  already  possessed,  and  the  aid  providentially  present, 
have,  it  will  have  been  seen,  had  the  effect  to  work  quite  a  moral 
revolution.  The  evils  of  a  lax  society  have  been  rebuked  in  vari- 
ous ways.  Inte^iperance  and  disorder  have  been  made  to  stand 
out  as  such,  and  already  a  spirit  of  rendering  the  use,  or  rather 
misuse  of  time,  subservient  to  the  general  purposes  of  social  dissi- 
pation, has  been  shown  to  be  unwise  and  immoral  in  every  view. 
More  than  all,  the  Sabbath-day  has  been  vindicated  as  a  part  of 
time  set  apart  as  holy.  The  claims  and  obligations  of  the  deca- 
logue have  been  enforced ;  and  the  great  truths  of  the  Gospel  thus 
prominently  brought  forward.  The  result  has  been  every  way  pro- 
pitious. 

The  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Ferry,  of  Mackinack,  writes  (Feb.  21):  "The 
intelligence  we  have  received  by  your  letters,  Mr.  Boutwell,  &c., 
of  the  Lord's  doings  among  you,  as  a  people,  at  the  Sauk,  has  re- 
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joiced  our  hearts  .mucli.     Surely  it  is  with  you  a  time  of  the  right 
hand  of  the  Most  High."     "  AH  of  us,"  writes  Mr.  Robert  Stuart* 
(March  29}  f' who  love  the  Lord,  were  much  pleased  at  the  indica- 
tions of  God's  goodness  and  presence  among  you." 

The  Rev.  J.  Porter,  in  subsequently  referring  to  the  results  of 
these  additions  to  the  church,  observes,  that  they  embraced  five 
officers  and  four  ladies  of  the  garrison  ;  two  gentlemen  and  seven 
ladies  of  the  settlement,  and  thirty  soldiers  and  four  women  of 
Fort  Brady,  numbering  fifty-two  in  all.  Of  these,  tv^nty-siz  were 
adults  added  by  baptism. 

At  Detroit,  a  similar  result  was  experienced.  Mr.  Trowbridge 
writes  (April  8th),  that  about  seventy  persons  united  themselves  a 
few  days  previous  to  Mr.  Wells'  church,  to  which  the  influence  has 
been  principally,  but  not  wholly  confined.  Among  these  were 
many  who  had,  unaffectedly,  listened  to  the  Gospel,  if  not  all  their 
lives,  certainly  no  small  part  of  it. 

May  3(2.  Public  instructions  are  issued  for  my  organising  and 
taking  command  of  an  expedition  to  the  country  upon  the  sources 
of  the  Mississippi  River,  to  effect  a  pacification  between  the  Indian 
tribes,  in  order  to  carry  out,  with  increased  means,  the  efforts  made 
in  1831.  Those  efforts  were  confined  to  tribes  living  in  latitudes 
south  of  St.  Anthony's  Falls.  It  was  now  proposed  to  extend  them 
to  the  Indian  population  living  north  of  that  point,  reaching  to 
the  sources  of  that  river.  This  opened  the  prospect  of  settling  a 
long  contested  point  in  the  geography  of  that  stream,  namely,  its 
actual  source-^a  question  in  which  I  had '  long  felt  the  deepest 
interest. 

The  outbreak  of  Indian  hostility,  under  Black  Hawk,  which 
characterized  the  summer  of  1832,  was  apprehended,  and  it  became 
the  policy  of  the  Indian  Bureau,  in  the  actual  state  of  its  infoiyuation, 
to  prevent  the  northern  tribes  from  joining  in  the  Sac  and  Fox 
league  under  that  influential  leader.  I  forwarded  to  the  Superin- 
tendent and  Governor  of  the  territory,  a  report  of  a  message  and 
war-club  sent  to  the  Chippewas  to  join  in  the  war,  for  which  I  was 
indebted  to  the  chief,  Chingwauk,  or  Little  Pine. 

^^  Reports  from  various  quarters  of  the  Indian  country,"  says 
the  Secretary  of  War,  in  a  private  letter  so  early  as  March  28,th, 
lead  to  th^  belief  that  the  Indians  are  in  an  unsettled  state,  and 
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prudence  requires  that  we  sbould  advise  and  restrain  them.  I  think 
one  more  tour  would  be  very  useful  in  this  respect,  and  would  com- 
plete our  knowledge  of  the  geography  of  that  region.*' 

"There  is  a  prospect,"  says  the  oflBcial  instructions  (May  3d), 
"  of  extensive  hostilities  among  themselves.  It  is  no  less  the  dic- 
tate of  humanity  than  of  policy  to  repress  this  feeling,  and  to  esta- 
blish permanent  peace  among  the  tribe. 

"  It  is  also  important  to  inspect  the  condition  of  the  trade,  and 
the  conduct  of  the  traders.  To  ascertain  whether  the  regulations 
and  the  laws  are  complied  with,  and  to  suggest  such  alterations  as 
may  be  required.  And,  finally,  to  inquire  into  the  number,  stand- 
ing, disposition,  and  prospect  of  the  Indians,  atid  to  report  all  the 
statistical  &cts  you  can  procure,  and  which  will  be  useful  to  the 
government  in  its  operations,  or  to  the  community  in  the  investi- 
gation of  these  subjects.'* 

Congress,  during  the  session,  passied  an  act  for  vaccinating  the  In- 
dians. This  constituted  a  separate  duty,  and  enabled  me  to  take  along 
a  physician  and  surgeon.  '  I  oflfcred  the  situation  to  Dr.  DongloBS 
Houghton,-  of  Fredonia,  who,  in  the  discharge  of  it,  was  prepared  to 
take  cognizance  of  the  subjects  of  botany,  geology,  and  mineralogy. 
I  offered  to  the  American  Board  of  Missions,  at  Boston,  to  take  a 
missionary  agent,  to  observe  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the 
Indian  tribes  in  the  north-west,  as  presenting  a  field  for  their  opera- 
tions, and  named  the  Rev.  W.  T.  Boutwell,  then  at  Michilimacki- 
nack,  for  the  post,  which  the  Board  confirmed,  with  a  formal  vote  of 
thanks,  Lieut.  James  Allen,  5th  IT.  S.  Infantry,  who  was  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  detachment  of  troops,  assumed  the  duties 
of  topographer  and  draughtsman.  Mr.  George  Johnston,  of  St. 
Mary's,  was  appointed  interpreter  and  baggage-master.  I  retain- 
ed mysSlf  the  topics  of  Indian  history,  archaeology,  and  language. 
The  party  numbered  about  thirty  souls.  All  this  appeared  strictly 
compatible  with  the  practical  objects  to  be  attained — :keeping  the 
expenses  within  the  sum  appropriated  for  the  object. 

Some  few  weeks  were  required  completely  to  organize  the  expe- 
dition, to  prepare  the  necessary  supplies,  and  to  permit  the  several 
persons  to  reach  the  place  of  rendezvous.  Meantime  I  visited 
Michilimackinack  to  receive  the  agency  from  Col.  Boyd;  after 
tyhich  it  was  left  temporarily  in  charge  of  a  sub-agent  and  inter- 


PBBdON AL  MBM0IR8.  40T 

prater,  irith  the  supervi^ioii  of  the  commanding  officer  of  Fort 
Mackinack. 

\ih.  The  Secretary  of  War  writes  a  private  letter:  "We  hare 
allowed  all  it  was  possible,  and  you  must  on  no  account  exceed  thft 
sum,  as  the  pressure  upon  our  funds  is  very  great/' 

Maj.  W,  writes  from  Detroit  (May  7th) :  "  I  am  glad  to  hear 
that  you  are  about  going  on  another  expedition,  and  that  Mr. 
Houghton  is  to  accompany  you.  I  hope  you  will  find  time  to  send 
ua  some  specimens  collected  on  your  former  tour  before  you  start." 

Dr.  Houghton  writes  from  Fredonia  (May  12th) :  "  I  shall  leave  . 
here  immediately  ^fter  the  twenty-fourth,  and  hope  to  see  you  as 
early  as  the  second  or  third  of  June.     I  have  heard  from  Torrey, 
and  have  sent  him  a  suit  of  plants." 

The  Secretary  of  War  again  writes  (May  22d):  ^^It  has  been 
impossible  before  now,  to  make  you  a  remittance  of  funds,  and  they 
cannot  yet  all  be  sent  for  your  expedition.  Our  annual  appropria- 
tion has  not  yet  passed,  and  when  it  will  I  am  sure  I  cannot  tell. 
So  you  must  get  along  as  well  as  you  can.  I  trust,  however,  the 
amount  now  sent  will  be  sufficient  to  enable  you  to  start  upon  your 
expedition.  The  residue  promised 'to  you,  as  well  as  the  funds 
for  your  ordinary  expenditures,  shall  be  sent  as  soon  as  the  appro- 
priation is  made." 

The  sub-agent,  in  charge  of  the  agency  at  Mackinack,  writes 
(May  22d) :  "  Gen.  Brook  arrived  yesterday  from  Green  Bay,  and 
baa  concluded  to  make  this  post  his  head-quarters.  I  was  up,  yes- 
terday, in  the  garrison,  and  Gapt.  McCabe  introduced  me  to  him. 
I  found  him  a  very  pleasant,  plain,  upassuming  man.  Col.  Boyd 
has  handed  me  a  list- of  articles  which  you  will  find  inclosed,  &c." 

"The  committee,"  says  the  Rev.  David  Green,  Boston,  "wish 
me  to  express  to  you  the  satisfaction  they  have  in  learning  that 
your  views  respecting  the  importance  of  making  known  the  great 
truths  of  the  Gospel  to  the  Indians,  as  the  basis  on  which  to  build 
their  improvement,  in  all  respects  accords  so  perfectly  with  their 
own.  It  is  our  earnest  desire  that  our  missionaries  should  act 
wisely  in  all  their  labors  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  and  that 
all  the  measures  which  may  be  adopted  by  them,  or  by  others  who 
seek  to  promote  the  present  or  future  welfare  of  this  unhappy  and 
long-abused  people,  may  be  under  the  Divine  guidance,  and  crowned 
with  great  success."  '. 
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These  triple  daims,  which  have  now  been  mentioned,  of  boa 
neea,  of  scieRce^  and  of  religion,  on  my  attention  created  not  th 
least  distraction  en  my  qiind,  bat)  on  the  contraiy^  appeared  t 
have  propitious  and  hfunnonising  influences* 
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CHAPTER    XLIII. 

Expedition  to,  and  discorery  of,  Itasca  Lake,  the  sonroe  of  the  Mississippi 
Riyer — ^Erief  notice  of  the  joarnej  to  the  point  of  former  geographical  dis^ 
covery  in  the  basin  of  Upper  Red  Cedar,  or  Cass  Lake — Ascent  and  portage 
to  Queen  Ajine's  Lake — ^Lake  Peinetascodiac— The  Ten,  or  Metbswa 
Kapids — Pemidge^omag,  or  Cross-water  Lake — Lak^  Irring — Lake  Mar- 
quette—Lake La  Salle — Lake  Plantagenet — Ascent  of  the  Plantagenian 
Fork — Naiwa,  er  Copper-snake  Riyer — Agate- Rapids  and  portage-^ Assawa 
Lake — Portage  p^r  the  -Hauteur  des  Torres — Itasca  Lake-^lts  picturesque 
character — Qeographibal  and  astronomical  position — ^Historical  data. 

1832.  June  7th,  It  was  not  until  this  day  that  the  expedition 
was  ready  to  embark  at  the  head  of  the  portage  at  St.  Mary's.  I 
had  organized  it  strictly  on  temperance  priticiples,  observation 
having  convinced  me,  during  frequent  expeditions  in  the  wilder- 
ness, that  not  only  is  there  no  situation,  unless  administered  from 
the  medicine-chest,  where  men  are  advantaged  by  its  use,  but  in 
nearly  every  instance  of  fatigue  or  exhaustion  their  powers  are 
enfeebled  by  it,  while,  in  a  moral  and  intellectual  sense,  they  are 
rendered  incapable,  neglectful,  or  disobedient.  This  exclusion 
constituted  a  special  clause  in  every  verbal  agreement  with  the 
men,  who  were  Cani^dians,  which  I  thought  necessary  to  make,  in 
order  that' they  might  have  no  reason  to  Complain  while  inland  of 
its  exclusion.  They  were  promised,  instead  of  it,  abundance  of 
good  wholesome  food  at  all  times.  The  effects  of  this  were  appa- 
rent even  at  the  start.  They  all  presented  smiling  faces,  and  took 
hold  of  their  paddles  with  a  conscious  feeling  of  satisfaction  in  the 
wisdom  of  their  agreement. 

The  military  and  their  supplies  occupied  a  large  Mackinack  boat ; 
my  heavy  stores  filled  another.  I  traveled  in  a  eanoe-eligey  as 
being  better  adapted  to  speed  and  the  celerity  of  landing.  Each 
carried  a  national  flag.  We  slept  the  first  night  at  Point  Iroquois, 
which  commands  a  full  view  of  the  magnificent  entrance  into  the 
lake.     We  were  fifteen  days  in  traversing  the  lake,  bebg  my  fifth 
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trip  through  this  inland  sea.  We  passed  up  the  St.  Louis  Riyer 
bj  its  numerous  portages  and  falls  to  the  Sandy  Lake  summit, 
and  reached  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  on  the  third  of  July,  and 
ascertained  its  width  above  the  junction  of  the  Sandy  Lake  outlet 
to  be  331  feet;  We  were  six  days  in  ascending  it  to  the  central 
island  in  Cass  Lake.  This  being  the  point  at  which  geographical 
discovery  rests,  I  decided  to  encamp  the  men,  deposit  my  heavy 
baggage,  and  fitted  out  a  light  party  in  hunting  canoes  to  trace 
the  stream  to  its  source.  The  Indians  supplied  me  with  five 
canoes  of  two  fathoms  each,  and  requiring  but  two  meA  to  manage 
each,  which  would  allow  one  canoe  to  each  of  the  gentlemen  of 
my  party.  I  took  three  Indians  and  seven  white  men  as  the  joint 
crew,'  making,  with  the  sitters,  fifteen  persons.  ,  We-  were  pro- 
yisioaed  for  a  few  days,  carried  a  flag,  mess-basket,  tent,  and  other 
necessary  apparatus.  '  We  left  the  island  early  the  next  morning, 
and  reached  the  influx  of  the  Mississippi  into  the  Lake  at  an  early 
hour.  To  avoid  a  very  circuitous  bay,  which  I  called  Allen's  Bay, 
we  made  a  short  portage  through  open  pine  woods. 

F^fty  yards'  walk  brought  us  and  our  canoe  and  baggage  to  the 
banks  of  Queen  Anne's  Lake,  a  small  sylvan  lake  through  which 
the  whole  channel. of  the  Mississippi  passed.  A  few  miles  above 
its  termination  we^  entered  another  lake  of  limited  size,  which  the 
Indians  called  Pemetascodiac.  The  river  winds  about  in  this  portion 
of  it — through  savannas,  bordered  by  sandhills,  and  pines  in  the 
distance — fox  about  fifteen  miles.  At  this  distance,. rapids  com- 
mence, and  the  bed  of  the  river  exhibited  greenstone  and  gneissoid 
boulders.  We  counted  ten  of  these  rapids,  which  our  guide  called 
the  Metoswa,  or  Ten  Rapids.  They  extend  about  twenty  miles, 
during  which  there  is  a  gradual  ascent  of  about  forty  feet.  The 
men  got  out  at  each  of  these  rapids,  and  lifted  or  drew  the  canoes 
up  by  their  gunwales.  We' ascended  slowly  and  with  toil.  At  the 
computed  distance  of  forty-five  miles,  we  entered  a  very  handsome 
sheet  of  water,  lying  transverse  to  our  course,  which  the  Indians 
called  Pami^'egumag,  which  means  crosswater,  and  which  the 
French  call  Lao  Traverse.  It  is  about  twelve  miles  long  from 
east  to  west,  and  five  or  six  wide.  It  is  surrounded  with  hard- 
wood forest,  presenting  a  picturesque  appearance. 

We  stopped  a  few  moments  to  observe  a  rude  idol  on  its  shores; 
it  consisted  of  a  granitic  boulder,  of  an  extraordinary  shape,  with 
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some  rings  and  spots  of  paint,  de&ignefd  to  give  it  a  resemblance  to 
a  hnman  statue.  We  observed  the  passenger-pigeon  and  some 
small  fresh-water  shells  of  the  species  of  nnios  and  anadontas. 

A  short  channel,  with  a  strong  current,  connects  this  lake  with 
another  of  less  than  a  third  of  its  dimensions^  to  which  I  gave  the 
name  of  Washittgton  Irving.  Not  more  than  three  or  four  miles 
above  the  latter,  the  Mississippi  exhibits  the  junction  of  its  ulti- 
mate forks.  The|  right  hand,  or  Itasca  branch,  was  represented  a9 
by  far  the  longest,  the  most  circuitous,  and  most  difficult  of  ascent. 
It  brings  down  much  the  largest  volume  of  water.  I  availed  myself 
of  the  geographical  knowledge  of  my  Indian  guidp  by  taking  the 
left  hand,  or  what  I  had  occasion  soon  to  call  the  Plantagenian 
branch.  It  expapded,  in  the  course  of  a  few  miles,  into  a  lake, 
which  I  called  Marquette,-  and,  a  little  further,  into  another,  whiofa 
i  named  La  Salle.  About  four  miles  above  the  latter,  we  entered 
into  a  more  considerable  sheet  of  water,  which  I  named  Plantage- 
net,  being  the  site  of  an  pld  Indian  encampment  called  Kubba- 
kunna,  or  the  Rest  in  the  Path. 

We  encamped  a  short  distance  above  the  upper  end  of  this  lake 
at  the  close  of  the  day,  on  a  point  of  low  land  covered  with  a 
small  growth  .of  gray  pine,  fringed  with  alder,  tamarisk,  spruce,  ' 
and  willow.   -A  bed  of  moss  covered  the  soil,  into  which  the  foot  " 
sank  at  every  step.     Long  moss  hung  from  every  branch.     E^cry-    * 
thing  indicated  a  .cold  frigid  soil.     In  the  act  of  encamping,  it 
commenced  raining,  which  gave  a  double  gloom  to  the  place. 
Several  species  of  duck  were  brought  from  the  different  canoes  as 
the  result  of  the  day's  hunt. 

Early  the  next  morning  we  resumed  the  ascent.  The  river 
became  narrow  and  tortuous.  Clumps  of  willow  and  alder  lined 
the  shore.  Wherever  larger  species  were  seen  they  were  gray 
pines  or  tamarack.  One  of  the  Indians  killed  a  deer,  of  the  species 
C.  Vtrginea,  during  the  morning.  Ducks  were  frequently  dis- 
turbed as  we  pushed  up  the  winding  channel.  The  shores  were 
often  too  sedgy  and  wet  to  permit  our  landing,  and  wo  went  oft 
till  twelve  o'clock  before  finding  a  suitable  spot  to  breakfast. 

About  five  o'clock  we  came  to  a  high  diluvial  ridge  of  gravel-  . 
and  sand,  mixed  with  boulders  of  syenite,  trap-rock,  quartz,  und 
sandstone.     Ozawandib,  our  guide,  said'we  were  near  the  junction 
of  the  Naiwa,  or  Copper-snake  Biver,  the  principal  tributary  of 
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this  branch  of  ihe  Mississippi,  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  make 
a  passage  over*  this  ridge  to  avoid  a  formidable  series  of  rafMds. 

'  Our  track  lay  across  a  peninsula.  This  occupied  the^  remainder  of 
the  day,  and  we  encamped  on  the  banks  of,  the  stream  aboYC  the 
rapids  and  pitched  our  tent,  before  daylight  had  finally  departed. 
The  position  of  the  sun,  in  this  latitude,  it  must  be  recollected,  is 
protracted,  very  perceptibly,  above  the  horizon.  We  ascended  to 
the  summit  in  a  series  of  geological  steps  or  plateaux.  There 
is  but  little  perceptible  rise  from  the  Cross-water  level  to  this  point 
— called  Agate  Rapids  and  Portage,  from  the  occurrence  of  this 
mineral  in  Uie  drift.  The  descent  of  water  "at  this  place  cannot  be 
less  than  seventy  feet.  On  resuming  the  journey  the  next  morn- 
ing (13th)  we  found  the  water  above  these  rapids  had  almost  the 
appearance  of  a  dead  level.  The  current  is  very  gehtle ;  and,  by 
its  diminished  Volume,  denotes  clearly  the  absence  of  the  contribu- 
^  tions  from  the  Naiwa.  About  seven  inile3  above  the  Agate  Portage 
we  entered  Lake  Assawa,  which  our  Indian  guide  informed  us  was 
the  source  of  this  branch.  We  were  precisely  twenty  minutes  in 
passing  through  it,  with  the  full  force  of  paddles.  It  receives  two 
small  inlets,  the  most  southerly  of  which  we  entered,  and  the  canoes 
soon  stuck  fast,  amidst  aquatic  plants,  on  a  boggy  shore.  I  did 
not  know,  for  a  moment,  the  cause  of  our  having  grounded,  till 
Ozawandib  exclaimed,/^  0-um-a,  mikun-na!'^  here. is  the  portage! 
We  were  at  the  Southern  flanks  of  the  diluvial  hills,  called  Hau- 
teur DBS  Tbrres — a  geological  formation  of  drift  materials,  which 
form  one  of  the  continental  water-sheds,  dividing  the  streams  tri- 
butary to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  from  those  of  Hudson's  Bay.  He  de- 
scribed the  portage  as  consisting  of  twelve  ^nf^-^t-(2e-nun,  or  rest- 
ing places,  where  the  men  are  temporarily  eased,  of  their  burdens. 
This  was  indefinite,  depending  on  the  measure  of  a  man's  strength  to 
carry.  Not  only  our  baggage,  but  the  canoes  were  to  be  carried. 
After  taking  breakfast^  on  the  nearest  dry  ground,  the  different 
back-loads  for  the  men  were  prepared.  Ozawandib  threw  my  canoe 
over  his  shoulders  and  led  the  way.  The  rest  followed,  with  their 
appointed  loads.  I  charged  myself  with  a  spy-glass,  strapped,  and 
portfolio.     Dr.  Houghton  carried  a  plant  press.    JBach  one  had 

« something,  and  the  men  toiled  with  five  canoes,  our  provisions, 
beds,  tent,  &c.  The  path  was  one  of  the  most  intricate  and  tan- 
gled that  I  ever  knew.    Tornadoes  appeared  to  have  oast  down 
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the  trees  in  every  directioB.  A  soft  spongy  moss,  that  gare  wny* 
under  the  tread,  covered  the  intersticesJ^tween  the  fallen  timber. 
The  toil  and  fatigue  were  ince^ant.  At  length  we  ascended  the 
first  height.  It  was  an  arid  eminence  of  the  pebble  and  erratic  block 
era,  bearing  small  gray  pined  and  shrubbery.  This  constituted 
our  first  pause,  or  puggidenun.  On  descending  it,  we. were  again 
plunged  among  bramble^  Path,  there  was  none,  or  trail  that  any 
mortal  eye,  but  an  Indian's,  could  trace.  We  ascended  another, 
eminence.  We  descended  it,  and  entered  a  thicket  of  bramble^ 
every  twig  of  which  seemed  placed  there  to  bear  some  token  of  our 
wardrobe,  as  we  passed.  -  To  avoid  this,  the  guide  passed  through 
a  lengthened  shallow  pond,  beyond  which  the  walking  was  easier. 
Hill  succeeded  hill.  It  was  a  hot  day  in  July,  and^  the  sun  shone 
out  brightly.  Although  we  were  evidently  passing  an  alpine  height, 
where  a  long  winter  reigned,  and  the  vegetation  bore  every  indica- 
tion of  being  imperfectly  developed.  We  observed  the  passenger 
pigeon,  and  one  or  two  species  of  -the  falco  family.  There  were 
indications  of  the  common  deer.  Moss  hung  abundantly  from  the 
trees.     The  gray  pine  predominated  in  the  fbrest  growth. 

At  length,  the  glittering  of  water  appeared,  at  a  distance  beloWi 
as  viewed  from  tlie  summit  of  one  of  these  eminences.  It  was 
declared  by  our  Indian  guide  to  be  Itasca  Lake — the  source  of  the 
main,  or  South  fork  of  the  Mississippi.  I  passed  him,  as  we  de- ' 
scended  a  long  winding  slope,  and  was  the  first  man  to  reach  its 
banks.  A  little  grassy  opening  served  as  the  terminus  of  our  trail, 
and  proved  that  the  Iildians  had  been  in  the  practice  of  crossing 
this  eminence  in  their  hunts.  As  one  after  another  of  the  party 
came,  we  exulted  in  the  accemplishment  of  our  search.  A  fire  was 
quickly  kindled,  and  the  canoes  gummed,  preparatory  to  em- 
barkation. 

We  had  struck  within  a  mile  of  the  southern  extremity  of  the  lake, 
and  could  plainly  see  its  terminus  from  the  place  of  our  embarking. 
The  view  was  quite  enchanting.  The  waters  were  of  the  most 
Kmpid  character.  The  shores  were  overhung  with  hard  wood  fo- 
liage, mixed  with  species  of  spruce,  larch,  and  aspen.  We  judged 
it  to  be  about  seven  miles  in  length,  by  an  average  of  one  to  two 
broad.  A  bay,  near  its  eastern  end,  gave  it  somewhat  the  shape 
of  the  letter  y.  We  observed  a  deer  standing  in  the  water.  .  Wild 
fowl  appeared  to  be  abundant.     We  landed  at  the  only  island  it 
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contains — a  beantiful  spot  for  encampment,  covered  with  the  elm, 
cherry,  larch,  maple,  and  birch,  and  giving  evidence,  by  the  re- 
mains of  old  camp-fires,  snd  scattered  bones  of  species  killed  in 
the  chase,  of  its  having  been  much  resorted  to  b^  the  aborigines. 

Thid  picturesque  island  the  party  honored  m6  by  calling  after 
my  name — in  Which  they  have  been  sanctioned  by  Nicollet  and 
other  geographers.  I  caused  some  trees  to  be  felled,  pitched  my 
tent,  and  raised  the  American  flag  on  a  high  staff,  the  Indians 
firing  a  salute  as  it  rose. 

This  flag,  as  the  evidence  of  the  government  having  extended  its 
jurisdiction  to  this  quarter,  I  left  flyiQg,  on  quitting  the  island — 
and  presume  the  band  of  Ozawandib,  at  Cass  Lake,  afterwards  ap- 
propriated it  to  themselves. 

Questions  of  geography  and  astronomy  niay  deserve  a  moment's 
attention*  If  w^  assume  the  discovery  of  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi to  have  been  made  by  Narvaez  in  1527 — a  doubtful  point! — a 
period  of  305  years  has  elapsjed  before  its  actual  source  has  been 
fixed.  If  the  date  of  De  Soto's  journey  (1541)  be  taken,  which  is 
undisputed,  this  period  is  reduced  to  290  years.  Hennepin  saw  it 
1^  high  as  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Francis  in  1680.  Lt.  Pike, 
under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  ascended  it  by  water 
in  1805,  near  to  the  entrance  of  Elk  River,  south  of  the  Crow 
Wing  Fork,  and  being  overtaken  at  this  spot  by  frosts  and  snow, 
and  winter  setting  in  strongly,  he  afterwards  ascended  its  banks,  on 
snow  shoes,  his  men  carrying  his  baggage  on  hand  sleds,  to  Sandy 
Lake,  then  a  post  of  the  North-west  Company.  From  this  point 
he  was  carried  forward,  under  their  auspices,  by  the  Canadian 
train  de-gliSy  drawn  by  dogs  to  Leech  Lake ;  and  eventually,  by 
the  same  conveyance,  to  what  is  now  denominated  Cass  Lake,  or 
upper  Lac  Cedre  Rogue,  This  he  reached  in  January,  1806,  and 
it  formed  the  terminus  of  his  journey. 

In  1820,  Gen.  Cass  visited  Sandy  Lake,  by  the  way  of  Lake 
Superior,  with  a  strong  party,  and  exploratory  outfit,  under  the 
authority  of  the  government.  He  encamped  the  bulk  of  his  party 
at  Sandy  Lake,  depositing  all  his  heavy  supplies,  and  fitted  out  a 
light  party  in  two  canoes,  to  trace  up  the  river  to  its  source.  After 
ascending  to  the  point  of  land  at  the  entrance  of  Turtle  River  into 
Cass  Lake,  it  was  found,  from  Indian  accounts,  that  he  could  not 
ascend  higher  in  the  state  of  the  water  with  his  heavy  canoes,  if. 
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indeed,  his  supplies  or  the  time  at  his  command  would  have  per- 
mitted him  to  accomplish  it,  compatibly  with  other  objects  of  his 
instructions.  This,  therefore,  constituted  the  terminal  point  of 
his  journey. 

The  length  of  the  river^  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  Itascd.  Lake, 
has  been  e^timated  at  3,160  miles.  Baroihetrical  observations 
show  its  altitude,  above  the  same  pomt,  to  be  1,680  feet — which 
denotes  an  tkverage  descent  q{  a  fraction  oyer  si:^  inches  per  mile« 

The  latitude  of  Itasca  Lake  has  been  accurately  determined  to 
be  47°  18'  35''— which  is  nearly  two  degrees  south  of  the  po9ition 
assigned  to  it  by  the  best  geographers  in  1783,  the  date  of  the 
definite  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain. 

The  reason  of  this  geographical  mistake  has  been  satis&ctorily 
shown  in  traversing  up  the  stream  from  the  summit  of  the  Fe- 
midjegomag,  or  Cross-water  Lajce-^  during  which,  the  general 
course  of  the  ascent  is  due  south. 
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CHAPTER  XLIV. 

Descent  of  the  MissiBBippi  River,  from  Itaaoa  Lake  to  Cam  Lake — Traits  of 
its  bank — Kabika  Falls — Upsetting  of  a  canoe— River  deaoends  by  stepst 
and  through  narrow  rocky  passes — Portage  to  the  source  of  the  Crovn'Wing 
River — ^M oss  Lake — Shiba  Lake — Leech  Lake-^VTarpool  Lake-— Long  Lake 
Mountain  portage — Kaginogomanng — Vermilion  Lake — Ossawa.Lakfr— 
Shell  River— Leaf  River — Long  Prairie  River — Kioskk,  or  OuH  River-^Ax^ 
rival  at  its  month — Descent  to  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  and  .St.  Pet^»— 
Return  to  St  Mary's. 

1832.  Jniy  14^A.  I  FOUin>  the  outlet  of  Ituca  Lake  to  be  abont 
twelve  feet  wide,  and  some  twelve  to  foarteeu  inches  deep.  The 
water  is  of  crystal  purity,  and  the  current  very  rapid.  We  were 
urged  along  with  great  velocity.  It  required  incessant  vigilance 
on  the  part  of  the  men  to  prevent  our  frail  vessels  from  being  dashed 
against  boulders.  For  about  twelve  miles  the  channel  was  not  only 
narrow,  but  exceedingly  crooked.  Often,  where  the  water  was  most 
deep  and  rapid,  it  did  not  appear  to  exceed  ten  feet  in  width. 
Trees  which  had  fallen  from  the  banks  required,  sometimes,  to  be 
cut  away  to  allow  the  canoes  to  pass,  and  it  required  unceasing 
vigilance  to  avoid  piles  of  drifted  wood  or  boulders.  As  we  were 
borne  along  in  vessels  of  bark,  not  more  than  one-eighth  of  an 
inch  thick,  a  failure  to  fend  off,  or  hit  the  proper  guiding  point,  in 
any  one  place,  would  have  been  fraught  with  instant  destruction. 
And  we  sat  in  a  perfect  excitement  during  this  distance.  The 
stream  then  deployed,  for  a  distance  of  some  eight  miles,  into  a 
savannah  or  plain,  with  narrow  grassy  borders  in  which  its  width 
was  doubled,  its  depth  decreased,  and  the  current  less  furious.  We 
went  through  these  windings  with  more  assurance  and  composure. 
It  was  one  of  the  minor  plateaux  in  which  this  stream  descends. 
The  channel  then  narrowed  and  deepened  itself  fbr  another  plunge, 
and  soon  brought  us  to  the  top  of  the  Kabika  Falls.  This  pass,  as 
the  name  imports,  is  a  cascade  over  rocks.  The  river  is  pent  up, 
between  opposing  trap  rock,  which  are  not  over  ten  feet  apart.    Its 
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J^^pth  is  about  four  feet,  and  velocity  perfectly  furious.  It  is  not 
^^possible  to  desc^id  it,  as  there  is  no  abrupt  pitch,  but  such  a 
^Wal  would  seem,  next  to  madness.  We  made  a  portage  with  our 
Canoes  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  across  a  pe^insula,  and  embarked 
^gain  at  the  foot  of  the  falls,  where  the  stream  again  expands  to 
more  than  double  its  former  width,  and  the  scenery  assumes  a  milder 
aspect.     It  is  another  plateau. 

Daylight  had  departed  when  we  encamped  on  a  high  sandy  bank 
on  the  left  shore.  We- were  perfectly  exhausted  with  labor,  and 
the  thrilling  excitement  of  the  day.  It  seemed,  while  flying  through 
its  furious  passes,  as  >f  this  stream  was  impatient  for  its  derclop-. 
ment,  and,  like  an  unrestrained  youth,  was  bent  on  overthrowing 
every  obstacle,  on  the  instant,  that  opposed  its  advance  and  expan- 
sion. A  war  horse  could  not  have  been  more  impatient  to  rush  on 
to  his  destiny. 

We  were  in  motion  again  in  our  canoes  at  five  o'clock  the  next 
morning.   At  an  early  hour  my  Indian  guide  landed  to  fire,  at  some 
deer.     He  could  not,  however,  get  close  enough  to  make  an  effec'- 
tual  shot.    Before  the  animals  were,  however,  out  of  range,  he 
loaded,  without  wadding,  and  fired  again,  but  also  without  effect. 
After  passing  a  third  plateau  £hrough  which  the  river  winds,  with 
grassy  borders,  w6  found  it  once  more  to  contract  for  another  de- 
scent, which  we  made  without  leaving  our  canoes,  not,  however, 
without  imminent  peril  and  loss.    Lieut.  Allen  had  halted  to 
make  some  observations,  when  his  men  incautiously  failed  for  a 
DQoment  to  keep  his  canoe  direct  in  the  current.     The  moment  it 
assumed  a  transverse  position,  which  they  attempted  to  fix  by  grasp- 
ing some  bushes  on  the  opposite  bank,  the  water  dashed  over  the 
gunwales,  and  swept  all  to  the  bottom.   He  succeeded  in  gaining  his 
feet,  though  the  current  was  waist  high,,  and  recovered  his  fowling 
piece,  but  irretrievably  lost  his  canoe-compass,  a  nautical  balanced 
instrument,  and  everything  besides.    Fortunately  I  had  a  fine  small 
land-compass,  which  Cren.  Macomb  had  presented  to  the  late  John  ' 
Johnston,  Esq.,  of  St.  Mary's,  many  years  before,  and  thus  I  mea- 
surably repaired  his  loss.     On  descending  this  channel,  the  river 
again  displayed  itself  in  savannas,  and  assumed  a  width  which  it 
afterwards  maintained,  and  lost  its  savage  ferocity  of  current, 
though  still  strong. 
On  this  plateau,  the  river  receiving  on  its  left  the  War  River,  or 
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Piniddiwin  (the  term  has  relation  to  the  mangled  flesh  of  those  slain 
in  battle),  a  considerable  stream,  at  the  mouth  of  which  the  Indian 
reed  first  shows  itself.  We  had,  the  day  preyions,  noticed  the 
Chemaun,  or  Canoe  River,  tributary  from  the  right  bank.  Minor 
tributaries  were  not  noticed.  The  Yolmne  of  water  was  manifestly 
increased  from  various  sources.  At  a  spot  where  we, landed,  as 
evening  came  on,  we  observed  d  species  of  striped  lizard,  which  our 
guide  called  Okautekinabic,  which  signifies  Icgged-snake.  Various 
species  of  the  duck  and  other  water  fowl*were  almost  continually 
in  sight.  We  reached  the  junction  of  the  Plantagenet  JPork  about 
one  o'clock  at  night  {15th),  and  rapidly  passing  the  Irving  and 
Cross-water  Lakes,  descended  to  Cass  Lake,  reaching  our  encamp- 
ment at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.  . 

A  day's. rest  restored  the  party  from  its  fatigues^  and  we  set  out 
at  ten. o'clock  the  following  day  (16th)  for  Leech  Lake,  by  the  over- 
land route!  Two  hours  rowing  brought  us  to  a  fine  sandy  beach  at 
the  head  of  a  bay,  which  was  named  Pike's  Bay,  from  Lieut.  Pike 
having  approached  from  this  direction  in  the  Tidnter  of  1806.  Here 
the  baggage  and  canoes  were  prepared  for  a  portage.  A  walk  of 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  through  o^en  pine  forest,  brought  us 
to  the  banks  of  Moss  Lake,  which  we  passed  in  canoes.  A  portage 
of  about  two  miles  and  a-half  was  now  made  to  the  banks  of  a  small 
lake,  which,  as  I  heard  no  name  for  it,  was  called  Shiba,  from  the 
initials  of  the  names  of  the  five  gentlemen  of  the  party.*  '  This  lake 
has  an  outlet  into  a  large  stream,  which  the  Pillager  .Chippewas 
call  Kapuka  Sagitawag.  It  was  nearly  dark  when  we  embarked 
on  this  stream,  which  soon  led,  by  a  very  narrow  and  winding  chan- 
n61,  into  the  main  river.  Pushing  on,  we  reached  and  crossed  an 
arm  of  the  lake  to  the  principal  Indian  village  of  Guelle  Plat,  Leech 
Lake,  which  we  reached  at  ten  o'clock  at  ni^t. 

The  next  day  (17th)  was  passed  in  council  with  them,  till  late 
in  the  afternoon,  when  I  embarked,  and  went  a  couple  of  leagues 
to  encamp,  in  order  to  rid  myself  fully  of  the  village  throng,  and  be 
ready  for  an  early  start  in  the  morning.  It  was  my  determination 
to  pass  inland  south-westerly  by  an  Indian  trail,  so  4lb  to  strike  the 
source  of  the  Crow  Wing  Or  De  Corbeau  Eiver,  one  of  the  great 
tributaries  of  the  Mississippi  which  remained  unexplored* 

We  found  the  entrance  to  this  portage  ^arly  the  next  m(tfning 

*  Schoolcraft,  Uoughton,  JohnBton,  Boutwel),  Allen. 
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(18th).  After  following  the  trail  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
we  reached  ancl  crossed  aetmall  lake  called  Warpool.  A  small  and 
intricate  (Hltlet  led  successively  to  Little  Long  Lake,  the  Two 
Lakes,  and  the  Lake  of  the  Mountain.  Here  commenced  a  high- 
land portage  of  over  900  yards  to  the  Lake  of  the  Island — ano- 
th^  portage  of  Bome  2000  yards  was  then  made  to  Midlakc,  and 
finally  another  of  one  puggidenuHy  partly  through  a  bog,  but  ter- 
minating on  elevated  grounds  at  the  head  of  a  considerable  and 
handsome  body  of  water  called  Kaginogamaug,  or  The  Lon^ 
Water.  This  is  the  source  of  the  Do  Gorbeau  River,  and  here 
we  encamped  for  the  night.  We  had  now  crossed  the  summit  be- 
tween Leech  Lake  and  the  source  of  the  Grow  Wing  River.  Wo 
commenced  the  descent  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  and  passed 
successively  through  eleven  lakes,  connected  by  a  series  of  short 
channels.  The  names  of  these  m  their  order,  are  Kaginogamaug, 
Little  Vermilion,  Birch,  Pie,  Assawa,  Vieu  Desert,  Summit, 
Longrice,  Allen's,  ,Johnston's,  and  Kaitchibo  Sagitawa.  Two 
tributary  streams  enter  the  river  in  this  distance,  the  principal  of 
which  is  Shell  River ;  the  stream  assumes  an  ample  size,  and 
there  is  no  further  apprehei^ion  of  shallows.  Next  day  (20th) 
we  passed  the  influx  of  six  rivers,  the  lai'gest  of  which  is  Leaf 
River,  coming  in  from  the  West.  The  channel  has  now  attained 
a  bold  and  sweeping  force.  It  required  part  of  another  day  to 
reach  its  mouth,  in  the  course  of  which  it  is  joined  by  the  Long 
Prairie  River  from  the  right,  and  the  Kioshk  or  Gall  River  from 
the  left.  An  alluvial  island,  with  a  heavy  forest,  exists  at  the 
point  of  its  confluence  with  the  Mississippi  River.  We  encamped 
at  the  Pierced  Prairie,  eighteen  miles  below  the  junction,  and 
were  less  than  two  days  in  a  high  state  of  the  water,  in  reaching 
St.  Anthony's^  falls. 

2^t1u  I  arrived  at  St.  Peter's  about  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, and  entered  and  encamped  on  the  open  common  on  the 
banks  of  the  river.  The  Indian  agent  (Mr.  Tallieferro)  was  ab- 
sent. I  found  Captain  Jouett  in  command  of  the  fort,  and  in 
change  of  Indian  affairs.  He  received  me  in  a  cordial  manner, 
aind  offered  every  facility  in  his  power  to  effect  the  objects  of  my 
missioa  among  the  hostile  tribes.  Ko  recent  news  from  the  seat 
of  operation  against  the  Slack  Hawk  and  his  adherents  was 
known.    Recent  details  were,  however,  imprecise.    Captain  Jouett 
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had  kept  up,  I  think,  the  mail  comtDunication  with  Prairie  dn 
Ghien,  bj  a  canoe  sent  once  a  fortnight.  The  mnrder  of  St. 
Yrain,  the  events,  on  the  llock  JBiiyer  with  the  Illinois  militia,  and 
the  movements  on  foot  to  chastise  the  hofitile  Sauks  and  Foxes, 
were  among  the  latest  items  of  intelligence.  Sut  nothing  was 
known  of  tbci  actual  position  of  the  Black  Hawk  and  hia  followers. 
Mj  determinations,  therefore,  as  to  the  route  to  be  pursued,  in 
returning  home,  were  made  in  entire  ignorance  of  the  fact,  that 
at  that  time,  the  Black  Hawk  had  been  driven  before  Gens.  Atkin- 
son and  Dodge  to  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  at  the  month  of 
tne  Badaxe  River — where  he  cpmpletely  intercepted  all  commu- 
nication between  the  posts  of  St.  Peter's  and  Prairie  da  Chien. 

.25th.  I  held  a  council  with  the  Sioux  at  the  Agency  Build- 
ings ;  at  which  the  tribe  disclaimed,  bj  their  speakers,  having  any 
connection  with  the  Sauk  and  Eoxftague,  or  having  permitted  any 
of  their  warriors  to  join  in  it.  They  professed  a  readiness  to  fur- 
nish warriors  to  .aid  the  government  in  suppressing  it. 

On  returning  to  my  tent,  I  sat  down  and  wrote  to  the  editor  of 
a  Western  paper,  as  fpllows:— 

St.  Peters,  July  25e*,  1832. 
Sir  : — I  arrived  at  this  place  yesterday,  from  an  eiqiedition 
through  the  Chippewa  country  on  the  sources  of  the  Mississippi, 
accompanied  by  a  detachment  of  troops  under  Lieut.  Allen  of  the 
5th  Infantry.  I  have  traced  this  river  to  its  actual  source.  On 
reaching  the  point  to  which  it  had  been  formerly  explored,  I  found 
the  water  in  a  favorable  state  for  ascending  ;  and  I  availed  myself 
of  this  circumstance  to  carry  into  effect  the  desire  of  visiting  its 
actual  source,  a  point  which  has  continued  to  be  problematical  in 
our  geography.  Pike  placed  it  at  Leech  Ltke  in  1806.  Gov. 
Cass  carried  it  much  further  north,  and  left  it  at  Upper  Red  Cedar 
Lake  in  1820.  But  it  was  then  ascertained  that  its  sources  were 
considerably  north  and  west  of  that  lake,  which  is  in  lat;  47^  25\ 
I  encamped  the  expedition,  the  troops  and  heavy  baggage,  at  this 
lake,  and  proceeded  up  the  river  in  five  small  birch  canoes,  ca- 
pable of  containinjg  one  man  and  his  bed,  in  addition  to  the  Indian 
and  Canadian  who  conducted  it.  The  Mississippi  expands  into 
several  lakes^  the  largest  of  which  is  called  Lac  Traverse.  A  few 
miles  above  this  occurs  the  junction  of  its  south-west  and  north- 
west branch.    The  former  I  called  the  Plantagenet,  and  ascended 
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it  through  La  Salle,  Marquette,  and  Assawa  Lakes  to  a  small  creek  . 
at  the  foot  of  the  Hauteur  des  Terres.  From  this  point  a  port- 
age was  made  over  difficult  ascents,  and  through  defiles  for  about 
six  miles,  when  we  reached  the  banks  of  Itasca  Lake,  the  source 
of  the  other  and  longer  branch.  To  this  point  we  transported  our 
canoes  and  baggage.  -  It  is  a  mo^t  beautiful  and  clear  lake,  about, 
seven  miles  long,  and  lying  somewhat  in  the  shape  of  a  j.  I  found: 
an  island  in  it,  upon  which  I  landed  and  encamped,  and,  after  caus- 
ing some  trees  to  be  felled,  hoisted  the  United  States  flag.  I  left 
this  flag  flying,  and  returned  d6wn  the  Itascan  branch  to  my  start- 
ing point. 

I  found  the  Indians  friendly,  and  having  no  apparent  connection 
with  the  movements  of  Black  Ilawk,  although  they  are  subject  to  an 
unpropitious  influence  from  the  Iludson's  Bay  Company,  the  agents 
of  which  allure  them  to  carry  their  trade  into  that  province.  The 
American  traders  complain  of  this  with  great  reason.  Many  of 
the  Ghippewas  visit  the  British  posts  in  Canada,  and  their  old  prci-^ 
judices  are  kept  alive  in  various  ways  ;  but  I  was  everywhere  re- 
ceived with  amity  and  respect. 

26/A.  Having,  concluded  my  affjotirs  at  St.  Peters,  I  deter- 
mined to  return  tp  the  baain  of  Lake  Superior,  by  ascending  the 
river  St.  Croix  to  its  source,  and  passing  across  the  portage  of  the 
Misakoda,  or  Bumtwood  River,  into  the  Fond  du  Lac  Bay.  This  • 
I  accomplished  with  great  toil,  owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  water, 
in  ten  days;  and,  after  spending  ten  days  more  in  traversing  the 
lengthened  shores  and  bays  of  Lake  Superior  from  La  Pointer  re- 
turned  to  Sault  St.  Marie  on  the  14th  of  August. 

Au^,\bth.  I  had  now  accomplished  the  discovery  of  the  true 
source  of  the  Mississippi  River-^and  settled  a  problem  which  has 
so  long  remained  a  subject  of  uncertainty  in  the  geography  of 
this  celebrated  river.  If  De  Soto  began  it  (and  of  this  there 
seems  little  question,  for  Narvaez  perished  before  reaching  it), 
and  Marquette  and  Joliet  continued  it ;  if  Hennepin  and  Pike  • 
and  Cass  carried  these  explorations  higher,  I,  at  least,  went 
to  its  remoCer  points,  and  thence  traced  the  river  to  its  primary 
forks— ascended  the  one,  crossed  the  heights  of  Itasca  to  the  other, 
and  descended  the  latter  in  its  whole  length.  This  has  been 
done  in  a  quiet  way,  without  heralding  or  noise,  but  under  the 
<vd«s  aiod  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 
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CHAPTER    XLV.  .^ 

Letter  from  a  mother — Cholera — Indian  war — Royal  Oeographieal  Societj-^ 
Determine  to  leave  the  Sault — ^Death  of  Miss  Cass — ^Death  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Richard — ^Notice  of  the  establishment  of  a  Methodist  Mission  at  tbe  Saalt 
— The  Saalt  a  religions  place-^Botany  asd  Natural  History — ^New  York 
University  organized^ — Algic  Society — Canadian  boat  song — Chaplains  in 
the  army — Letter  from  a  missionary — Affairs  at  MadLinack — Hazards  of 
lalco  commerce — Qaestion  of  the  temperance  reform — ^Dr.  D.  Hoagkton — 
South  Carolina  resists — ^.Qen.  Jackson  re-elected  President. 

1832.  Aug.  %bth.  To  clear  my  table  of  the  oorreBpotidence 
accumulated  during  my  absence,  and  report  my  proceedings  to 
government,  required  my  first  attention.  Among  the  matters 
purely  personal,  was  a  letter  of  inquiry  from  a  mother  anxious  to 
learn  the  fate  of  an  apparently  wayward  son  (named  (George  J. 
Clark).  "I  had  a  letter  from  him,  dated  24th  June,  1831,  in  which 
he  stated  he  was  about  to  start  with  you  on  an  expeditioix  to  the 
Upper  Mississippi,  and  this  is  the  last  intelligence  we  have  ever 
had  of  him. 

^^If  he  went  with  you  on  that  expedition,  you  have,  probably, 
some  information  to  give  relative  to  his  present  condition,  if  alive, 
or  of  his  fate,  if  dead. 

"  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  give  the  information  desired  by 
letter  to  me,  at  this  place  (Canandaigua,  N.  Y.)?  By  so  doing 
you  will  confer  a  favor  on  a  fond  mother  and  many  friends."  Not 
a  lisp  had  ever  been  heard  of  such  a  person,  at  least  by  that  name. 

The  whole  country,  it  was  found,  had  now  been  in  commotion 
for  a  month  or  more,  owing  to  the  ravages  of  the  cholera  and  the 
Black  Hawk  war.  The  cholera  had  first  broken  out,  it  appears, 
in  the  Upper  Lakes,  on  board  the  steamers  Sheldon  Thompson 
and  Henry  Clay,  containing  troops  for  the  war.  Its.  ravages  on 
board  of  both  were  fearful.  One  of  the  boats  landed  several 
soldiers  at  the  island  of  MichilimackiHack,  who  died  there.  A 
boatman  engaged  in  the  fur  trade  took  the  disease  and  died  after 
he  had  reached  the  Little  Rapids,  and  another  dX  Point  aux  Pi'h»y 
at  the  foot  of  Lake  Superior.    But  the  disease  did  not  spread  in 
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"tliat  latitude^  ^We  have  heard,''  says  a  correspondent  (25th 
Jidy),  "from  Chicago,  that  the  ravages  of  the  choleiik  are  tenfold. 
^worse  than  the'scalping-knife  of.  the  Black  Hawk  -and'  his  party. 
^  great  many  soldiers  died,  while  on  their  way  to  Chicago^  on 
board  the  steamers." 

27/A.  The  agent  of  the  dead-letter  post-office,  at  Washington, 
'transmits  me  a  diploma  of  membership  of  the  Royal  Geographical. 
Society  of  London,  which  appears  to  have  been  Origindly  mis- 
directed and  gone  astray  to  St.  Mary's,  Georgia.  The  envelope 
liad  on  it  the  general  direction  of  '^  United  States,  America" — 
a  wide  place  to  find  a  man  in. 

Sept.  llth.  A  letter,  of  this  date,  from  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment, at  Washington,  leaves  it  optibnal  with  me,  under  the 
consolidation  of  agencies,  to  choose  my  place  of  residence.  ''  You 
can  make  your  own  choice  of  residence  between  the  Sault  and 
Mackinack,.  and  arrange  your  subordinate  offices  as  you  think 
proper." 

I  determined  to  remove  the  seat  of  the  agency  to  Mackinack 
next  spring,  and  to  make  this  my  last  winter  at  the  Sault.  I  have 
now  been  ten  years  a  resident  of  this  place. 

The  most  serious  inroad  upon  my  circle  of  friends,  made  by 
death  dming  my  absence,  was  the  sudden  death,  at  Detroit,  of 
the  eldest  daughter  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  Miss  Elizabeth 
Selden  Cass  was  a  young  lady  of  bright  mental  qualities,  and 
easy,  cultivated  manners  and  deportment,  and  her  sudden  removal, 
though  prepared  by  her  moral  experience  for  the  change,  must 
leiive  a  blank  in  social  circles  which  will  be  long  felt  and  deplored. 
Her  father  writes,  upon  this  irreparable  loss  :  "  A  breach  has 
been  made  in  our  domestic  circle  which  can  never  be  repaired.  I 
can  yet  hardly  realize  the  change.  It  has  almost  prostrated  me, 
and  I  should  abandon  office  without  hesitation  were  it  not  that  a 
change  of  climate  seems  indispensable  to  Mrs.  C,  and  I  trust  she 
will  avoid  in  Washington  those  severe  attacks  to  which  she  has 
been  subject  for  the  last  five  winters." 

12fA.  Mr.  Trowbridge  writes  :  "  Mr.  Richard  is  dead.  He  was 
attacked  by  a  diarrhoea,  and  neglected  it  too  long."     Mr.  R.  was 

t  r 

the  Catholic  priest  at  Detroit,  and  as  such  has  been  a  prominent 
man  in  the  territory  for  many  years.  He  was  elected  Delegate 
to  Congress  in  1824,  I  think,  and  served  two  years  in  that  capa- 
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citj.  I  once  heard,  him  preach  nearly  two  hours  on  the  real 
presence.  H.e  finally  said,  ''.  that  if  this  doctrine  was  not  true, 
Jesus  Christ  must  be  a  fool."  These,  I  think,  were  the  precise 
words.  When  attending,  by  rotation,  as  one  of  the  chaplains  for 
the  Legislative  Council  while  I  was  a  member,  he  used  to  pray 
very  shrewdly  ''that  the  legislators  might  make  laws  for  the 
people  and  not  fjr  themselves."  He  spoke  English  in  ^  broken 
manner  and  with  a  false  accent,  which  often  gave  interest  to  what 
he  said  when  the  mattier  was  not  otherwise  remarkable. 

22d.  Bev.  John  Clark,  of  Northville,  Montgomery  Co.,  N.  Y., 
of  the  Methodist  Connection,  writes :  ''  Should  it  please  Pivine 
Providence,  I  hope  to  be  at  your  place  in  May  or  June  next,  for 
the  purpose  of  opemng  a  pvmanent  mission  and  school  among  the 
Chippewas  at  such  place,  and  as  early  as  may  be  advisable." 

2*Jth.  Kev^  W.  T.  Boutwell,  of  the  A.  B.  Commissioners  for  Fo- 
reign Missions,  now  at  La  Pointe,  Lake  Superior,  writes :  "Icpuld 
not,  to  a  degree,  help  entering  into  all  your  anxieties  about  the  cho- 
lera, which  reports  were  calculated  to  beget,  but  rejoice,  not  less  than 
yourself,  that  the  Lord  has  spared  those  who  are  dear  to  us  both. 
My  fears,  I  rejoice  to  say,  have  not  been  realized,  in  relation  to 
my  fripnds  at  Mackinack  and  the  Sault,  when  I  heard  of  the  dis- 
ease actually  existing  at  Mackinack.  Were  it  not  that  the  Lord 
is  righteous  and  knoweth  them  that  are  his,  the  righteous  even 
might  fear  and  tremble  when  judgments  are  abroad  in  the  land. 

''  I  was  happy  indeed  to  learn  that  you  remain  at  the  Sault, 
the  present  winter.  Happy  for  brother  Porter's  sake,  and  for  the 
sake  of  those  whose  hands  you  may  and  will  strengthen,  and  hearto 
encourage.  I  never  think  of  the  Sault  but  I  wish  mycielf  there. 
^  It  is  now  a  happy  spot — a  place  favored  of  heaven,'  said  one  of 
my  Mackinack  friends  to  me  once  in  conversation ;  ^  I  once  felt  as 
though  I  could  never  see  that  place,  as  I  always  assiociated  with  it 
everything  wicked,  but  now  I  should  love  to  go  there — the  Lord  is 
there.'*' 

Oct,  5tL  Dr.  Torrey  writes  from  N.  T. :  "  J  rejoice  to  learn 
that  you  have  returtied  in  safety  from  your  fatiguing  and  perilous 
journey  to  the  north-west.  Dr.  Houghton  wrote  me  a  letter  which 
I  received  a  few  days  ago,  dated  Sault  de  St.  Marie,  stating  the 
general  results  of  the  expedition,  but  I  have  read,  with  great  satis- 
faction, the  account  which  was  published  in  the  Detroit  Journal  of 
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Sept.  26th.  A  kind  Providence  has. preserved  yoii  during  another 
absence,  and  I  hope  Hd  will  cause  the  results  of  your  labors  to* 
prove  a  blessing  to  our  Red  brethren,  as  well  as  the  United  States 
at  large.'' 

**  Dr.  Houghton  sent  me  some  of  the  more  interesting  plants 
which  he  brought  with  him  last  year,  but  he  said  the  best  part  of 
your  collections  were  destroyed  by  getting  wet. 

^^Bj  all  meitns  send  Mr.  Cooper  your  shells.     He  knows  more 
about  fresh  water  shells  than  any  naturalist  in  l^ew  York.     By ' 
the  way,  have  you  seen  Mr.  Lea's  splendid  monograph  (with  co- 
lored plates)  of  Unios",  in  the  Transactions  of  the  American  Philo- 
sophical  Society  V 

"  Are  we-to  have  a  narrative  of  the  two  expeditions  in  print? 
I  hope  you  consent  to  publish,  and  let  us'  have  an  appendix  con- 
taining descriptions  of  the  olgccts'in  natural  history. 

'*  You  have  heard,  perhaps,  something  about  the  University  of 
-the  City  of  New  York,  which  was  planned  about  two  years  ago. 
It  went  into  operation  a  few  days  ago,  under  the  most  favorable 
;j)rospects.  The  council  have  given  me  a  place  in  it  (Prof.  Chem. 
IBot.  and  Mineralogy),  the  duties  of  whjch  I  can  discharge  in  ad- 
dition to  those  which  I  attend  to  in  the  medical  college,  as  the  lat- 
ter occupies  only  four  months  in  the  year." 

^  About  the  middle  of  September  I  embarked  at  the  Sault  for 

IPetroit,  for  the  purpose  chiefly  of  meeting  the  Secretary  of  War 

taking  with  .me  thus  far,  my  little  sister  Anna  Maria,  bn  her  way 

school  at  Hadley,  in  Massachusetts.     While  at  Detroit,  several 

eetings  of  benevolent  individuals  were  held,  and  the  constitutioa 

f  the  Algic  Society  was  signed  by  many  gentlemen  of  standing 

d  note,  and  an  election  of  officers  made.     Having  been  honored 

ith  the  presidency,  I  delivered  a  brief  address  at   one  of  these 

'sneetings.    This,  together  with  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 

3>assed  at  the  same  time,  indicate  the  contemplated  mode  of  action.* 

3t  was  not  intended  to  be  exclusively  a  missionary  or  educational 

■ 

*  Eeiolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  society  be  presented  to  Henry  R. 
Sohoolcraft,  £8q.,  fur  the  valuable  introductory  remarks  offered  by  him.  and 
thst  he  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  same  for  publication. 

Jiesohtdf  That  the  Domestic  Secretary  be  directed  to  prepare  and  submit 
fur  the  approbation  of  the  Official  Board,  a  Circular,  to  bo  addressed  to  such 
persons  as  have  been  elected  members  of  this  soeicty,  and  others,  setting  forth 
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society,  but  also,  to  collect  scientific  and  statistics^  inf oration  essen- 
tial to  both  objects,  and  to  offer  facilities  to.  laborers  on  the  frontiers, 
and  answer  inquiries  made  by  agents  anthorized  by  the  General 
Boards  from  the  old  States.  The  effort  was  appreciated  and  warmly 
approved  by  the  friends  of  missions  and  humanity ;  but  it  reqtlired 
great  and  continual  personal  efforts  to  enlist  a  sufficient.uumber  of 
persons  in  the  true  objects,  and  to  k.eep  their  minds  Alive  in  the 
work.  It  demanded,  in  fact,  a  kind  of  literary  research,  which  it 
is  always  difficult  to,  comi:aand  on  the  frontiers.   To  act,  and  liot  to 

■  . 
its  objects,  its  organisation,  constitntion,  and  initial  proceedings,  which  cir- 
cular, when  80  prepared,  shall  be  printed  fbr  the  purpose  of  distribudon. 

liesoltedf  That  the  Official  Board  be  directed  to  prepare  a  succinct  Tempe- 
rance, and  Peace  Circular,  suited  to  the  wants  and  situation  bf  the  North- 
western Tribes^  to  be  addressed,  through  the '  intervention  of  the  lion,  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  the  Agents  of  the  Oovernment  and  Officers  command- 
ing posts  on  the  frontiers,  and  also  ifi  pejsons  engaged  in  the  fhr  trade ;  to 
travelers,  and  to  gentlemen  residing  in  the  -country,  requesting  their  aid  in. 
spreading  its  influence. 

JResolvedf  That  it  is  expedient  for  this  society  to  procure  an  exact  statistical 
account  of  the  names,  numbers  and  lOcafion  of  the  different  bands  of  Indians, 
of  the  Algonquin  stock,  nowji^ng  within  the  limits  of  the  United  Staters : — 
also,  the  number  of  missionaries,  who  ai;e  now  amongst  them,  and  the  extent 
of  the  field  of  labor  which  they  present. 

Ueaolvedt  That  this  society  will  aid  in  sending  a  winter  express  to  the  mis- 
sionaries who  are  now  stationed  near  the  western  extremity  of  Lake  Supe- 
rior. .       - 

liesoltfed.  That  the  meinbers  of  this  society  residing  at  Sault  St  Mitrie  and  at 
Miohilimockinack,  shall  constitute  a  standing  committee  of  this  society,  during 
'  the  ensuing  year,  with  power  to  meet  for  the  transaction  of  bushiess,  and  shall 
report  from  time  to  time,  such-measures  as  they  may  have  adopted  to  promote 
the  objects  of  this  institution  :  which  proceedings  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
'  society  at  any  stated  or  special  meetmg  of  the  same,  and  if  approved  by  them, 
shall  be  entered  on  the  records  of  the  society. 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  this  society  be  requested  to  deliver,  at  such 
time  as  shall  be  convenient  to  himself,  a  course  of  Lectures  on  the  Gramma- 
\  tical  construction  of  the  Algonquin  language,  as  spoken  by  the  North-West- 
ern Tribes,  and  to  procure,  from  living  and  authentic  sources,  a  full  and  com- 
plete Lexicon  of  that  language,  for  the  use  of  the  society. 

Jiesolvedj  That  the  Rev.  Beriah  Green,  of  the  Western  Reserve  College,  be 
requested  to  deliver  an  address  before  the  society  at  its  next  annual  meeting: 
and,  that  Henry  R.  Schoolcrafl,  Esq.,  be  requested  to  deliver  a  poem  on  the 
Indian  Character,  at  the  same  meeting. 

Eesolvedy  That  the  first  anniversary  of  this  society  be  held  at  Detroit,  on 
the  second  Thursday  of  October,  A.  D.  1833. 
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pursue  the  quiet  path8..of.  study,  is  the  tendency  of.  the  frontier 
mind. 

I  returned  to  Sit.  Mary's  ab6ut  the  middle  of  October.  It  was 
a  proof  of  the  care  and  precision  with  which  my  friends  looked 
out  for  me,  that  I  was  met  by  my  ^^canoe-elige'*  with  a  French 
crew  and  flag  flying  at  the  Detour,  before  the  vessel  had  dropped 
anchor,  so  that  I  went  up  the  river  with  the  accustomed  gayety  of  a 
song.  These  French  songs  liave  been  often  alluded  to.  One  of 
them,  the  measure  of '  which  is  adapted,  by  its  music,  to  the  short 
stroke  of  the  paddle,  is  given  below.* 

15th.  Dr.  Peters,  Secretary  of  Home  ^^issions,  writes  to  md, 
from  on  board  a  steamboat  on  Lake  Erie,  proposing  a  plan  for 
bringing  the  subject  of  chaplaincies  in  the  army  to  the  notice  of 
the  Se<;Fetary  of  War. 

A  letter  from  a  missionary  (Boutwell)  at  La  Pointe,  L.  S.,  says : 
'^  I  endeavor  daily  to  do  something  at  the  language.  But  imagine 
for  one  moment^  what  you  could  do  with  a  boy  (his  interpreter) 
who  knows  neither  English,  French  nor  Indian,  and  yet  is  in  the* 
habit  of  mangling  all.  Still  I  am  satisfied  he  is  the  best  Brother 
F.  could  send,  though  but  one  remove  from  none.  .OC  one  thing  J, 
am  determined,  that  if  I  cannot  teach  iiim  English,  I  can  to  cut 
bushes.  However,  I  find,  by  daily  visiting  the  lodges,  that  I  may 
retain,  and  probably  add  a  little  now  and  then.  I  find  there  is  a 
trifling  difference  between  the  language  here,  and  as  spoken  at  the 
Sault.  The  difference  consists  principally  in  the  accent.  I  find 
the  interchangeables,  if  possible,  more  irregular  here  than  there* 

^^  The  old  chief  (Pezhiki)  is  very  pleasant  and  kind.  I  find  him 
a  very  good  standard  for  testing  accents.  His  enunciation  is  very 
distinct." 

25th.  The  sub-agent  in  charge  at  Mackinack  writes :  ^^  The 
schooner  *  White  Pigeon'  came  in  this  afternoon  from  Green  Bay, 
having  on  board  Mfgor  Fowle's  Company.  She  is  to  sail  early 
to-morrow  morning  for  the  Sault. 

*'  The  Indians  appear  satisfied  with  their  treatment  at  this  of- 
fice, and  it  has  been  observed  by  them,  that  more  work  has  beeil 
done  for  them  since  my  arrival  here  than  Colonel  B.  did  for  them 
in  one  year." 

*  Omitted. 
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His  Excellency,  Gov,  Porter,  called, here  (en  his  "way  to  Gr^fen 
Bay)  and  examined  the  buildings  and  rooms  of  the  agency.  Cast* 
ing  a  hasty  look,  he  observed  that  the  building  would  bring  an  in- 
come of  four  or  five  hundred  dollars  annually/ were  it  at  Detroit^ 
for  rent.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  outer  «tep8  required  repairs, 
Ac. 

"  Gen.  Brook  sailed  on  board  the  *  Black  Hawk'  for  Grreen  Bay 
on  Sabbath  last,  accompanied  by  Lieut.  Stockton,  and  Messrs. " 
Bousman,  Abbott,  and' King.  .  Major  Thomson  (who' relieves  himi) 
arrived  on  Monday  last,  with  the  whole  of  his  trbo]^  and  the 
officers  under  his  command,  Captain  Cobbs,  Lieut.  Gallagher,  and 
Lieut.  Patten.  '  =- 

^' Lieut.  Gallagher  joined  us  at  our  evening  social  prayer  meet* 
ing  last  night,  and  it  was  really  cheering  and  reviving  to  hear  him 
pray.  He  is  gifted  with  talent  aud  abilities,  and  withal  meekness 
and  humility." 

Nov.  \sU  The  same  agent  writes :  "  I  forward  to  you  the  chief 
Shauboway way's  map  of  that  section  of  the  country  lying  be* 
tween  the  Detour  and  Point  St.  Ignace,  including  all  the  islands 
on  that  coast.  I-  am  now  waiting  for  the  chief ,  to  proceed  to 
Chenos  as  a  guide,  to  enable  us  to  strike  in  a  straight  line  from 
thence  to  Muddy  Lake  Riv^.  Messrs.  David  Stuart  and  Mitchell 
will  accompany  me." 

J9fA.  Mr.  Johnston  writes :  "  I ,  volunteered  my  services  to 
accompany  Mr.  Ferry  to  get  off  the  partial  wreck  of  the  mis- 
sion, schooner  '  Supply,'  near  the  second  entrance  of  the  Chenos, 
eighteen  miles  from  this.  Major  Thompson  furnished  a  detach- 
ment of  fifteen  men  under  Captain  Cobbs.  George  Dousman  went 
also  with  three  of  the  Company's  men.  Four  days'  efforts  were' 
cheerfully  rendered,  and  the  vessel  saved  and  brought  into  the 
harbor." 

2bth,  As  commerce  increases,  and  stretches  out  her  Bria- 
rean  hands  into  the  stormy  roads  and  .bays  of  these  heretofore 
uninhabited  lakes,  losses  from  wrecks  annually  redouble.  And 
the  want  of  light-houses,  buoys,  and  harbors  is  more  strongly 
shown.  James  Abbott,  a  licensed  trader,  was  cast  ashore  by  the 
tempests  of  Lake  Superior,  at  La  Pointe,  and,  being  unable  to 
proceed  to  his  designated  post,  was  obliged  to  winter  there.  He 
gave  out  his  credits,  and  spread  his  men,  therefore,  in  another 
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nian*8  diatrictt  The  agent  at  Mackinack  (R.  Stuart)  writes,  com* 
plaining  of,  and  requesting  me  to  interpose  in  the  matter,  so  as 
^^  to  confine  his  trade  to  such  limits  as. may  be  equitable  to  all." 
It  would  be  impossible  to  foresee  such  accidents,  and  a{>pear8  al- 
most equally  so .  to  correct  the  irregolarities,  now  that  they  are 
done.  The  difficulty  seems  rather  to  have  been  the  employment  of 
a  clerk,  whose  action  the  Company  could  not  fully  control. 

29^.  Mr.  B.  F.  Stipkney,  of  Vistula  (now  Toledo),  writes.: 
^' A  few  days  ago  I  received  from  the  author,  with  whicli  I  was 
much  pleased,  ^  an  Address  before  the  Chippewa  County  Tempe- 
rance Society  on  the  Influence  of  Ardent  Spirits  on  the  Condition 
of  the  North  American  Indians;"  We  conceived  it  to  be  the  most 
fortunate  effort,  of  your  pen  upon  the  greatest  sulgect.  While  we 
have  so  much  reason  tq  approve,  we  hope  you  will  permit  us  to  be 
frank.  We  conceive  that,  although  you  have  been  more  cautious 
than  is  common,  in  touchiDg  sectarianism,  yet,  if  you  had  not 
named,  or  made  any  kind  of  allusion  to  any  religious  «ect.  Christ- 
ian, Jew,  Pagan,  oi:  Mohammedan,  you  would  have  produced  more 
effect.  There  are  many  individuals  who  neither  touchy  taste,  ner 
handle  this  most  dangerous  of  all  poisons,  who  yet  re£ase  to  join 
in  the  general  effort  to  destroy,  prevent  the  use,  or  furnish  an 
antidote,  because  they  conceive  that  the  sectarian  poison  is  not  ah 
inferior  evil,  unless  it  may,  perhaps,  be  so  to  the  us^  of  alcohol." 

The  true,  but  concealed,  objection  of  this  class  of  non-concur- 
rents in  the  ca'use  is  not,  it  is  apprehended,  to- ''sectarianism^" 
per  8€,  or  in  any  other  sense  than,  that  it  is  an  evidence  of  practical 
Christiaiuty— of  morals  and  axioms  based  on  the  teachings  of  tho 
great  Founder  of  the  system^-of  a  belief  in  a  moral  accountability 
to  give  all  influence  possessed  to  advance  the  adoption  of  its  maxims 
among  men — in  fine,  of  a  living,  constant,  undying  faith,  not  only 
in  the*  truth  of  these  maxims,  but  in  the  divinity  of  the  sublime 
UTTSRBR  of  them. 

Dee.  lOth.  Dr.  Houghton,  my  companion  in  two  expeditions 
into  the  Indian  country,  writes  from  Detroit:  '♦You  will  un- 
doubtedly be  a  little  surprised  to  learn  that  I  am  now  in  Detroit, 
but  probably  not  more  than  I  am  in  being  here.  My  passage 
through  Lake  Huron  was  tedious  beyond  endurance ;  and  so  long 
was  I  detained  in  consequence  of  it,  that  it  became  useless  for  mo 
to  proceed  to  New  York.     Under  these  circumstances,  after  hav- 
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ing  visited  Fredonia,  I  determined  to  engage-  in  the  practice  of 
mj  profession,  in  this  place,  at  least  uiitil  spring.  It  is  only 
these  three  days  since  I  atrived  here  and  I  ,ain  not  yet  com- 
pletely settled,  but  probably  mil  be  m  i^  few  days." 

[Here  are  the  initial  motives  of  a  man  who  became  a  permanent 
and  noted  citi2en  of  the  territory,  a]\d  engaged  with  great  ardor 
in  exploring  its  physical  geography  and  resources.  For  two  years, 
he  was  intimately  associated  with  me;  and  I  saw  l^m  under  va- 
rious circumstances  of  fatigue  and  trial  in  ,the  wilderness,  but 
always  preserving  hid  equanimity  and  cheerfulness. '  He  was  a 
sealous  botanist,  and  a*  discriminating  g^^legist.  Assiduous  and 
teinperatc,  an  accurate  observer  of  phencMuena,  he  accumulated  facts 
in  the  physical  history  of  the  country  which  continually  increased 
the  knowledge  of  its  features  and  character.  He  was  the  means  of 
qonnecting  geological  observations  with  the  linear  surveys  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  and  had  been  several  years  engaged  on  the 
geological  survey- of  Michigan,  when  the  melancholy  evetit  of  his 
death,  in  1846,  in  a  storm  on  Lake  Superior,  was  announced.] 

12th.  iL  A.  Brush,  Esq.,  of  Detroit,  writes:  "Everybody — 
not  here  only,  but  through  the  Union— ^seems  to  think  with  just 
foreboding  of  the  result  of  the  measures  taken  by  South  Carolina. 
Their  convention  have  determined  to  resist,  Mter  the  first  day  of 
(I, think)  February.  '/: 

*^  Gov.  Cass's  family  are  well,  but  hd  has  not  bee^  heard  ttom 
personally  since  he  left  here.  He  is  too  much  occupied,  I  sup- 
pose, with  the  affairs  of  his  department,  at  the  opening  of  the 
session.  Of  course,  you  know  that  General  .Jackson  a;nd  Van 
Suren  are  in."  .  . 
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CHAPTER   XLVI: 

# 

An  Indian  woman  bntlds  a  charch--<3oncholog7 — South  Carolina  prepares  to 
retist  ihe  revenuejaws— Moral  affairs -Geography — ^Botany — ChippeWap 
and  Sioux — A  native  evangelist  in  John  Sunday — His  letter  in  English ; 
its  philolqgiqal  value — The  plural  pronoun  we — An  Indian  battle — Politi- 
cal affairs — South  Carolina  affairs — Tariff  compromise  of  Mr.  Clay — Algio 
Society;  it  «mploy«  native  evangelists— ^Plan  of  visiting  Europe-^^Preu* 
dent's  toniv-Histo^  of  Detroit— Eresh-water  shells — Lake  tides — Praiiio 
— Country-^Reminiscenoe.  * 

1838.  Jan.  l«f.  A  b^markable  tiling  recently  transpired* 
Mrs.  S.U8ian  Johnston,  a  widow — an  Indian  woman  by  father  and 
mother— built  a  church  for  the  Presbyterian  congregation  at  thit 
place.  The  building,  which  is  neat  and  plain,  without  a  steeple^ 
was  finished  early  in  the  fall,  and  has  been  occupied  this  season 
for  preaching,  lectures^  &c.  .  Certainly,  on  the  assumption  of 
theories,  there  is  nothing  predicted  against  the  descendants  o{ 
Shem  inimstering  in  good  things  to  those  of  Japhet ;  btft  it  iB  an 
instance,  the  like  of  ^  which  I  doubt  whether  there  has  happened 
since  the  Discover^y.  The  translation  of  the  Indian  name  of  this 
female  is  Woman  of  the  Green  Valley ;  or,  according  to  the  poly* 
syllabical  system  of  her  people,  0-sh^-wush-ko-da-w&*qua» 

2d.  Mr.  John  M.  Earle,  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  solicits  contri* 
butions  to  his  collation  of  fresh-water  shells,  .^\1  have  a  higher 
object  in  riew,"  he  remarks,  ^^than  the  mere  making  of  a  coUee* 
tion— viz.,  doing  what  I  can  to  ascertain  what  new  species  remain 
undescribe^y  and  what  ones  of  those  already  described  may  be 
only  varieties  of  others;  and,  in  fine,  by  a  careful  examination  of. 
a  large  number  of  shells,  brought  together  from  various  localities, 
to  fix,  more  accurately  than  it  has  heretofore  been  done,  the 
nomenclature  of  the  several  genera  and  species,  and  do  particularly 
to  define  their  specific  characteristics  as  to  leave  little  doubt  on 
the  subject.  The  great  variety  of  our  fresh-water  shells,  exceed* 
ing  that  ef  any  other  country,  seems  to  require  something  of  thii 
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kind,  in  addition  to  the  valuable  labors  of  Su,jj  Barnes,  Lea,  and 
olhers,  who,  although  they  have  done  much,  have  yet  left  much 
to  be  done  by  others,  and  have  made  some  mistakes  which  require 
rectifying." 

lith.  Mr.  Trowbridge  writes  from  Detroit:  ^^  The  period  inter- 
vening Bince  your  last  visit  to  this  place  has  been  an  eventful  one 
to  the  nation*  South  Carolina,  driven  on  by  a  few  infatuated 
men,  has  made  a  bold  effort  to  shake  off  the  bonds  of  Union  and 
federal  Law,  and,  to  the  minds  of  some  in  whom  you  a^d  I  repose 
the  utmost  confidence,  a  happy  government  seiems  to  tptter  on  the 
■brink  of  dissolution.  It  is  a  long  story,  and  the  papers  will  tell 
you  all.  God  grant  that  the  impending  evil  may  be  averted,  and 
that  the  moral  and  religious  improvement  of  this^govenHuent  may 
not  be  retarded  by  civil  war."  It  is  thought  that  this  event,  and 
the  course  tdken  by  the  President,  will  produce,  a  great  reaction  in 
his  favor,  and  that  he  will  be  supported  by  his  old  political  oppo- 
nents. The  governor  is  much  occupied.  It  is  supposed  .the  pro- 
clamation is  from  his  pen." 

18^A.  M.  Merrill  announces  the  opening  of  an  infant  school,  ujl 
which  he  is  to  be  assisted  by  Mrs.  Merrill,  on  Monday  nezt- 

2l8t  'Rev.  J.  Porter,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  reports 
to  the  Algic  Society,  that  there  is  but  little  in  the  present  state  of 
religion  here  that  is  propitious.  ^^  Of  the  little  church  gathered 
here  during  the  last  year,  ten  persons  are  absent,  scattered  wildly 
through  our  land.  There  now  remain  twenty-six  or  twenty-eight 
communicants.  These  seem,  in  a  measure,  discouraged  by  the 
present  indifference.  The  recent  apparent  conversion  of  tliree  or 
four  soldiers,  and  the  increasing  interest  in  their  prayer-meetings 
and  Bible  class,  give  us  some  promise.  The  Sabbath  School, 
taught  entirely  by  members  of  the  church,  is  now  in  a  state  of 
pleasing  prosperity.  And  the  infant  school,  lately  organised 
under  the  direction  of  an  admirably  qualified  teacher,  promised  to 
gratify  the  hearts  of  parents." 

22d.  The  geography  of  the  line  of  country  between  Sault  St. 
Marie  and  the  shores  of  Lake  Huron,  opposite  to  the  island  of 
Mackinack,  is  a  perfect  terra  incognita.  It  has  been  passed  in  the 
winter  only  on  snow  shoes.  The  distance  in  a  direct  line  from  N.  £. 
to  S.  W.  is  about  forty  or  forty-five  miles.  It  is  about  double  that 
distance  by  the  St.  Mary's  River  and  Lake  Huron — ^which  is  and 
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has  been  the  ordinary  route,  from  the  earliest  !p*rench  days,  and 
for  uncounted  centuries  before.  Mr.  6.  Johnston,  who  has  just 
passed  it,  with  Indian  guides  on  snow  shoes,  writes  :  *^  I  reached 
this  place  at  half-^past  twelve  this  day,  after  experiencing  great 
fatigue,  caused  by  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  and  the  river'  rising.  I 
inclose  herein  a  rough  sketched  map  of  the  region  through  which 
I  passed,  that  is,  from  Lake  Superior  to  Lake  Huron  in  a  direct 
southerly  line. 

^^  The  banks  of  the  Pe-ke-sa-we-see,  which  we  ascended,  are  ele- 
vated and  pretty  uniform.  From  its  mouth  to  the  first  fork,  is  a 
growth  of  cedar,  on  either  bank,  intermixed  with  hemlock,  pine, 
birch,  and  ■%  few  scattered  maples.  Thence  to  the  third  fork,-  den. 
noted  on  the  map,  the  growth  is  exclusively  pine  and  fir.  This 
river  is  sluggish  and  deep,  and  is  navigable  for  boats  of  ten  to  fif- 
teen tons  burden,  without  any  obstruction  to  the  third  forks.  .  Iti 
width  is  uniform,  about  sixty  to  seventy  feet  wide. 

<<  From  this  point  to  Hne  River  of  Lake  Huron,  is  invariably 
level,  gently  rising  to  a  maple  ridge,  and  susceptible  of  a  road,  to 
be  cut  with  facility. 

'^  The  banks  of  Pine  River  are  very  high.  The  river  we  found 
open  in  many  places,  indicating  rapids.  It  is  obstructed  in  many 
places  with  drift  wood.  The  pine  ridge,  on  either  bank,  indicatft 
a  vigorous  growth  of  the  handsomest  pine  trees  I  ever  beheld.  The 
water  marks  are  high — say  ten  to  twelve  feet*,  owing  to  the  spring 

freirhets. 

'^  I  reached  the.  mouth  of  the  river  on-  the  Sabbath,  and.  en- 
camped, which  gave  the  Methodist  Indian  an  opportunity  of  re- 
vealing God's  Holy  Word  to  Oacogish's  band,  consisting  of  thirtj 
souls.  We  were  very  kindly  received,  and  supplied  with  an  abund- 
ance of  food— hares,  partridges,  trout,  pork,  com  and  flour.  We 
had  clean  and  new  mats  to  sleep  on." 

Feb.  4th.  The  American  Lyceum  at  New  York  invite  me,  by  a 
letter  from  their  Secretary,  to  prepare  an  ess^y  oh  the  subject 
of  educating  in  the  West. 

Zth.  Dr.  John  Torrey,  of  N.  T.,  writes  on  the  eve  of  his  em- 
bsfkation  for  Europe :  *^  I  shall  take  with  me  all  v^ry  rare  and 
doubtful  plants,  for  examination  and  comparison  with  the  cele^ 
brated  herbaria  of  Europe. 

<«  Your  boxes  and'  packages  of  specimens  must  have  been  de- 
28 
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tainod  on  the  way  bj  the  closing  of  the  (N.  Y.)  cana!,  as  I  have 
as  yet  receiv.ed  nothing  from  jou.  The  plan  oif  your  proposed 
narrative  I  like  much,  and  I  hope  the  work  will  be  given  to  the 
public  as  early  as  possible.  Dr.  Houghton  did  not  come  to  New 
York,  but  has  settled  himself  (as  you  doubtless  know)  at  Detroit." 

10th.  Lyman  M.  Warren  writes  from  Lake  Superior:  "Our 
country  at  present  is  .in  a  very  unsettled  state,  caused  by  the  un- 
happy wars  between  the  Sioux  s^nd  Ghippewas.  The  latter  have 
been  defeated  on  Rum  Biver — six  men  and  one  woman  killed.  All 
our  Ghippewas  are  looking  to  you  for  protection,  as  they  consider 
themselves  wronged  by  the  Sioux,  the  latter  being,  and  constantly 
hunting  within  the  Chippewa  territory.  I  am  afraid  that  a. very 
extensive  war  will  commence  the  ensuing  summed,  through  this 
region,  and  th^  whole  upper  country,  if  some  effectual  method  is 
not  adopted  to  stop  it." 

This  war  has  all  the  bitterness  of  a  war  of  races — ^it  is  the  great 
Algonquin  family  against  the  wide-spread  Dacota  stock — ^the  one 
powerful  in  the  east,  the  other  equally  so  in  the  west.  And  the 
measures  to  be  adopted  to  restrain  it,  and  to  curb  the  young  warriors 
on  both  sides,  who  pant  for  fame  and  scalps,  must  ever  remain,  to 
a  great  extent,  ineffective  and.  temporary,  so  long  as  they  are  not 
backed  up  by  strong  linesf  of  military  posts.  Mr.  Calhoun  was 
right  in  his  policy  of  1820. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Boutwell  writes  from  the.  same  region  :  "  We  re- 
joice that  you  enter  so  fully  into  our  views  and  feelings  relative  to 
the  intellectual  and  moral  improvement  of  the  Lidians,  and  rest 
assured  we  can  most  heartily  unite  with  you  in  bidding  God  speed, 
to  such  as  are  willing  to  go  and  do  them  good." 

14th.  John  Sunday,  a  Chippewa  evangelist  from  .Upper  Canada 
among  the  Chippewas  of  Lake  Superior,  writes  from  the  Bay  of 
Keweena,  where  he  is  stationed  during  the  winter: — 

^^I  received  your  kind  letter.  I  undersand  you — ^you  want 
here  the  Indians  from  this  place.  I  will  tell  you  what  to  the  In- 
dians doing.  They  worshiped  Idol  God.  They  make  God  their 
own.  I  undersand  Mr.  D.,  he  told  all  Indians  not  going  to  hear 
the  word  of  God.  So  the  Indians  he  believed  him.  He  tell  the 
Indians  do  worship  your  own  way.  Your  will  get  heaven  quick  is 
us.     So  the  Indians  they  do  not  care  to  hear  the  word  of  God. 

'^  But  some  willing  to  hear  preaching.     One  family  they  love  to 
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come  the  0[ieeting^  That  Indian,  by  and  by,  ho  got  ligion.  He 
is  happy  now  in  his  heart.  After  he  got  ligion  that  Indian  say, 
Indian  ligion  not  good.  I  have  been  worship  Ido}  god  many  years. 
Be  never  make  happy.  Now  I  know  Jesus.  His  ligion  is  good, 
because  I  feel  it  in  my  heart.  I  say  white  people  ligion  very  good. 
That  Indian  he  can  say  all  in  Lord's  prayer  and  ten  command- 
ments, and  apostle  creed  by  heart.  Perhaps  you  know  him.  His 
name  is  Shah-wau-ne-noo-tin. 

*^  I  never  forget  your  kindness  to  me.  I  thing  I  shall  stay 
here  till  the  May.     I  want  it  to  do  what  the  Lord  say." 

Aside  from  his  teaching  among  the  Chippewas,  which  was  unan« 
swerably  effective,  this  letter  is  of  the  highest  consequence  to- 
philology,  a&  its  variations  from  the  rules  of  English  syntax  and 
orthography,  denote  some  of  the  leading  principles  of  aboriginal 
construction,  as  they  have  been  revealed  to  me  by  the  study  of 
the  Indian  language.  In  truth  he  uses  the  Indian  language  to  a 
considerable  extent,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Chippewa 
ajntal.  ^ 

Thus  it  is  perceived  from  the  letter,  which  is  printed  verbatim — 

1.  That  the  letter  t  is  not  uttered  when  standing  betweeji  a 
consonant  and  vowel,' as  in  ^'  understand." 

2.  The.  want  and  misuse  of  the  prepositions  o/,  /roTn,  and  to. 

8.  The  use  of  the  participial  form  of  the  verb  for  the  indica* 
live.  . 

4.  The  use  of  pronouns  immediately  after  nouns  to  which  th^y 
refer. 

.5.  The  interchange  of  d  for  f,  and  g  for  A:,  as  in  do  for  tOy  and 
'Uhinff''  (OT  think. 

6.  The  suppression  of  the  sound  of  r  altogether,  as  heard  in  re, 
and  religion,  &c. 

7.  Confounding  the  perfect  past  with  the  present  tense. 

8.  The  misuse  of  the  indefinite  article,  which  is  wanting  in  the 
Indian. 

9.  The  habitual  non-use  of  the  imperative  mood. 

10.  The  transitive  character  of  verbs  requiring  objective  in- 
flections, for  the  nominative,  &c. 

11.  The  absence  of  simple  possessives. 

12.  The  want  of  the  auxiliary  verbs  have^  are^  m,  &c. 

John  Sunday  came  to  St.  Mary's  in  the  autumn  of  1832.    Hia 
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prayers  and  ezhortatory  teaching  completelj  non-plnssed  the  Chip- 
pewas.  Thej  heard  him  refute  all  their  arguments  in  their  own 
language.  He  had,  but  a  short  time  before,  been  one  like  them- 
selves— a  Manito  worshiper,  an  idler,  a  drunkard.  He  produced 
a  great  sensation  among  them,  and  overthrew  the  loose  fabric  of 
their  theology  and  mythology  with  a  strong  hand.  I  had  neyer 
before  heard  the  Chippewa  language  applied  to  religion,  and  listened 
with  great  interest  to  catch  his  phrases.  I  was  anxious  to  hear 
how  he  would  get  along  in  the  use  of  the  dual  pronoun  we^  as  ap- 
plied to  inclusive  and  exclusive  persons.  He  spoke  at  once  of  the 
affections  as  they  exist  between  a  father  and  his  children,  and  ad- 
dressed the  Deity  at  all  times  as  Nosa,  which  is  the  term  for  my 
father.  He  thus  made  Grod'the  inclusive  head  of  every  fomily, 
and  brushed  away  the  whole  cobweb  system  of  imaginary  spirits, 
of  the  native  Jossakeed,  Medas,  and  Wabanos. . 

March  ^th,  ^*  My  heart  was  made  glad,''  writes  Mr.  Boutwell 
from  Lake  Superior,  ^^  that  Providence  directed  you  to  Detroit  at 
a  season  so  timely,  bringing  you  into  contact  with  the  great  and 
the  good — ^giving  you  an  opportunity  of  laying  before  them  facts 
relative  to  the  condition  of  the  Indians,  which  eventuated  in  so 
much  good.  We  do  indeed  rejoice. in  the  formation  of  the  '  Algic 
Society,'  which  is,  I  trust,  the  harbinger  of  great  and  extensive 
blessings  to  this  poor  and  dying  people." 

%th.  Mr.  L.  M.  Warren  reports  from  La  Pointe,  at  the  head  of 
Lake  Superior :  ^^  Since  my  last,  Mr.  Ayer  has  arrived  from  Sandy 
Lake.  He  reports  that  there  have  been  two  war  parties  sent  out 
against  the  Sioux,  by  the  Sandy  Lake  Band,  thirty  or  forty  men 
each,  without  accomplishing  anything.  Afterwards  a  third  party 
of  sixty  men  assembled  and  went  out  under  the  command  of  Son- 
gegomik — a  young  chief  of  distinguished  character  of  the  Sandy 
Lake  Band.  They  discovered  a  Sioux  camp  of  nineteen  lodges, 
and  succeeded  in  approaching  them  before  daylight  undiscovered, 
until  they  reached,  in  the  form  of  a  circle,  within  ten  yards.  They 
then  opened  a  tremendous  fire,  and,  as  fast  as  the  Sioux  attempted 
to  come  from  their  lodges,  they  were  shot  dead.  The  yelling  of 
Lidians,  screaming  of  women,  and  crying  of  children  were  dis- 
tressing. One  Sioux  escaped  unhurt,  and  notified  a  neighboring 
camp.  Their  approach  to  the  assistance  of  their  friends  was  as- 
certained by  a  distant  firing  of  guns.     The  Chippewas,  who  by 
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tins  time  had'ezhausted  their  ammnnitiony  began^  and  effected  a 
retrjeat,  leaving  nineteen  of  their  enemy  dead,  and  forty  wounded. 
This  victory  was'  oofaieved  without  the  I083  of  a  man  on  the  part 
of  the  Gliippewas* 

^^  Since  tijat  battte  was  fought,  a  body  of  one  hundred  Sioux 
have'  attacke^i^  fortified  camp  of  the  Mille  Lac  and  Snake  Biver 
band,  and  killed  iiine  men  and  one  woman." 

IS^A.  Mr.  Trowbridge  writes  from  Detroit :  "  We  have  just 
heard  of  tJie  adjournment  of  Congress;  a  new  tariff  has  been 
passed,  together  with  a  law  empowering  thf»  President  to  enforce 
the  collection  of  duties  by  calling  in  aid  the  force  of  the  Union. 
These  bills  are  accompanied  by  Mr.  Clay's  Law  of  Compromise, 
]Nroviding  for  the  gradual  reduction  of  duties  to  a  revenue  stand- 
ard. So  that  the  dreaded  Carolina  question  will,  it  is  supposed, 
blow  over,  leaving  the  Union  as  it  was.  The  great  men,  too^  who 
have  been  on  opposite  sides  of  this  question,  have  shaken  hands  at 
parting,  and  this  is  looked  upon  as  another  auspicious  sign. 

"  The  release  of  the  missionaries  in  Georgia,  having  settled  that 
disagreeable  and  disgraceful  affair  to  the  State,  although  not  done 
with  that  magnanimity  which  ought  to  have  characterized  the  pro- 
ceeding, leaves  no  general  question  at  issue,  but  the  Lidian  ques- 
tion; and  from  the  prudent  measures  of  government  in  that  re- 
gard, it  is  to  be  hoped  that  that  also  will  be,  at  length,  amicably 
arranged. 

^^I  mention  these  facts  because  I  am  told  that  no  newspapers 
will  be  sent  to  the  upper  country." 

ISth.  Lieut.  J.  Allen,  U.  S.  A.,  way  topographer  on  the  recent 
expedition,  sends  me  maps  of  Leech  Lake,  Cass  Lake,  and  Itasca 
Lake,  to  be  used  in  my  iiarrative  of  the  journey  to  the  source  of 
the  Mississippi  River.  Correspondents  appear  solicitous  for  a 
published  account  of  this  expedition,  and  frequently  allude  to  it, 
and  to  th^  opportunity  it  gave  for  extending  our  knowledge  of  the 
geology  and  natural  history  of  the  country. 

April  8th.  Dr.  J.  B.  Crawe,  of  Waterton,  N.  Y.,  proposes  an 
interchange  of  specimens  in  several  departments  of  science.  Hon« 
Micah  Sterling,  of  the  same  place,  commends  to  my  notice  Dr. 
Richard  Clark,  who  is  ordered  on  this  frontier,  as  a  '^  young  man 
of  merit  and  respectability."  My  corr^pondence  with  naturalists, 
in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  my  list  of  exchanges,  had,  indeed, 
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for  some  years  been  large  and  active,  and  was  by  no  means  dimin- 
ished since  my  last  two  expeditions.  But  new  sympathies  hare  been 
awakened,  particularly  during  the  last  two  years,  with  philanthro- 
pists and  Christians,  which  added  greatly  to  the  number  of  my 
correspondents,  without  taking  from  its  gratifications. 

12th.  Rev.  Ansel  R.  Clark  of  Hudson,  Ohio,  an  agent  of  the 
Education  Society,  writes  on  the  importance  of  that  cause,  on  the 
state  and  prospects  of  American  society,  the  spread  of  vital  morals 
in  neighborhoods  on  the  great  line  of  the  frontier^,  Indian  civiliza- 
tion, &c.  In  connection  with  the  last  topic,  he  acknowledges  the 
receipt  of  the  proceedings  published  by  the  Algio. Society,  and 
expresses  his  interest  in  its  objects. 

This  society,  by  its  standing  committed  here,  received  Elder 
John  Sunday  in  the  autumn,  furnished  him  with  lodgings  while  at 
the  place,  and  an  outfit  for  his  missions  to  the  Indians  at  Keweena 
Bay  in  Lake  Superior.  It  also  fumished'John  Cabeach  and  John 
Otanchey — all  converted  Chippewas  from  the  vicinity  of  Toronto, 
U.  C,  with  the  means  of  practical  teaching  and  traveling  among 
various  bands  of  the  Northern  Chippewas.  It  sent  an  express  in 
the  month  of  January  to  La  Pointe,  L.  S.,  to  communicate  with  the 
mission  family  there,  with  their  papers,  letters,  &c.  Regular 
monthly  meetings  of  the  St.  Mary's  committee  were  held,  and  the 
proceedings  denote  the  collection  of  much  information  of  high 
interest  to  the  cause  of  the  red  man. 

15M.  I  was  anxious  now  to  extend  the  sphere  of  my  observa- 
tion to  Europe.  I  had  been  engaged  twelve  consecutive  years 
out  of  a  period  of  fifteen  (omitting  1823,  1828,  1829  and  1830) 
in  journeys  chiefly  in  the  great  Valley  of  the  Mississippi,  the  vast 
flanks  of  the  llocky  Mountains,  the  Upper  Lakes,  and  the  north- 
western frontiers.  And  I  began  to  sigh  for  a  prospect  of  older  coun- 
tries and  institutions.  The  time  seemed  favorable,  in  my  mind,  for 
such  a  movement,  and  I  wrote  to  a  friend  high  in  influence  at 
Washington,  on  the  subject.  In  a  reply  of  this  date,  he  throws, 
with  adroitness,  cold  water  on  the  subject.  lie  weighs  matters  in 
scales  which  will  only  keep  their  equipoise  at  the  place  of  the 
seat  of  government ;  and,  if  I  may  say  so,  require  their  equipoise 
to  be  kept  up  by  casting  on  the  golden  weights  of  political  expe- 
diency.    Like  those  seemingly  mysterious  charms  which  produce 
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the  variations  in  the  compass,  the  effects  are  always  instantly 
visible,  we  see  the  dip  and  intensity  of  the  needle,  while  the 
causes  are  in  great  measure  out  of  sight. 

A  correspondent  at  Washington  writes — "The  President"  talks 
of  a  tour  to  the  East.  He  will  probably  leave  here  about  the  last 
of  May.  He  will  go  to  Portland,  then  through  New  Hampshire ' 
tad  Vermont  to  Lake  Ghatnplain,  and  thence  through  the  western 
part  of  New  York  to  Buffalo."  This  was  originally  the  programme 
of  Gen.  Jackson's  tour  to  New  England  in  1833. 

16th.  Charles  Clelahd,  Esq.,  of  Detroit,  writes :  "  My  partner, 
Franklin  Sawyer,  Jr.,  has,  for  some  months  past,  been  collecting 
materials  to  enable  him  to  publish  a*  history  of  Detroit,  and  he  has 
this  moment  requested  me  to  solicit  your  friendly  aid.     You  might 
bave  in  your  possession  many  interesting  facts,  and  much  informa- 
tion which  might  give  great  value  to  the  work." 

The  true  history  of  Detroit  lies  scattered  abroad  in  the  public 
mrchivea  of  Paris  and  London,  and  in  the  Catholic  College  of 
Quebec.     It  is  inseparable  in  a  measure,  not  only  from  the'  history 
.  of  Michigan,  but  New  France.  » 

17th.-  George  L.  Whitney,  of  Detroit,  writes  me  respecting  the 
printing  of  the  narrative  of  my  expedition  to  Itasca  Lake. 

-  19th.  Rev.  John  Clark  writes  from  New  York,  that  the  Me- 
thodist Society  have  determined  to  establish  a  mission  among  the 
Chippewas  at  Sault  St.  Marie — that  he  is  pleased  to  hear  the 
**  native  speakers"  (Sunday,  Cabcach  and  Tanchay)  hav6  wintered 
in  the  county,  and  that  he  expects  to  reach  St.  Mary's  by  the  10th 
of  June. 

20th.  Dr.  D.  Houghton  transmits  from  Detroit,  a  map  necessary 
to  illustrate  my  narrative  of  the  expedition  to  Itasca  Lake. 

Mat/  9th^  Wm.  Cooper,  of  New  York,  undertakes  to  describe 
the  collection  of  fresh-water  shells  made  on  the  recent  expedition. 
"You  are  not,  perhaps,  atvaro,"  he  adds,  "that  Dr.  Torrey  is 
gone  to  Europe.  He  sailed  rather  unexpectedly  in  February,  and 
will  be  absent  until  next  October,  I  hope  this  will  not  be  too 
great  a  delay  for  you,  as  it  would  be  diflScult  to  find  another 

•  botanist  equally  capable  of  describiug  your  plants. 

"  Dr.  Dekay  is  in  New  York  at  present,  and  I  have  no  doubt 

•  will  contribute  his  assistance  in  the  examination  of  your  collec- 
tion." 
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Major  H.  Whiting  remarks :  ^^  The  lake  here  is  about  two  feet 
lower  than  It  was  at  this  time  the  last  yeaar.  How  is  the  loTel 
with  you  ?  I  have  the  cause  fixed  on  reoord  this- time.  Mem.^^ 
Not  much  3Q0W  during  the  winter,  and  a  dry,  a  Yexj  dry  flpring — 
only  one  brief  .rain  during  the  months  of  Maroh  and  Aprils  We 
must  watch  over  these  things  and  fix  data,  which  will  show' that 
the  theorising  of  the  past,  has  sprung  mostly  firom  the  barrenneea 
of  observation. 

*^  Emigration  is  settling  again  this  way,  as  if  the- East  were  in 
love  with  the  West*  I  am  not  surprised  at  it.  An  admirer  of 
the  picturesque  might  like  the  hills  of  the  former,  but  a  farmer 
would  prefer  to  see  them  lie  down  on  one  of  our  prairies — such  as 
Prairie  Bond.  I  found  out  all  their  fascination  when  lately  oa  a 
y^dt  to  the  St.  Joseph's  country."  ,      « 

.  20th,  1  had  now  performed  my  last  labor  at  St.  Mary 's-ywhich  was 
the  preparation  of  my  narrativ«e  of  the  expedition,  to  Itasca  Lake. 
I  looked,  in  parting,  with  fond  regret- ai;  the  tree&I  had  planted,  the 
house  I  had  built,  the  walks  I  had  constructed,  the  garden  I  had  cul« 
tivated,  the  meaidow  lands  I  had  reclaipied  from  the  tangled  forest, 
and  the  wide  and  noble  prospects  which  surrounded  Elmwood.  All 
was  to  be  left^-^and  I  only  waited  for  a  suitable  vessel  to  en^bark, 
bag  and  baggage,  for  the  sacred  island  whose  fon^  polysyllable 
had  formed  the  dread  of  my  spelling  days  at  school — Michilimadd* 
nack. 
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CHAPTER   XLVII. 

Eftrlieat  point  of  French  oocapancy  in  the  area  of  the  Upper  Lakes — Re- 
moval of  my  residence  from  the  Sault  St.  Mafie  to  the  island  of  Michili- 
mackinack — ^Trip  to  New  York — Its  objects — American  Philosophical  So- 
ciety—  Michilimackinack ;  its  etymology  —  The  rage  for  investment  in 
western  lands  begins — Traditions  of  Saganosh — Of  Porlier — Of  Perrault 
—Of  Captain  Thorn— Of  the  chief,  Old  Wing— Of  Mudjekewis,  of  Thun- 
der Bay-M}haracter  of  Indian  tradition  respecting  the  massacre  at  old  For^ 
Mackinaok  in  1763. 

1833.  Jwne  l«f .  The  cascades,  or  rapids  of  Sault  de  Ste,  MarUj 
which  occur  at  the  point  of  the  sinking  of  the  water  level  between 
Lakes  Superior  and  Huron,  were,  it  seems,  first  visited,  under  the 
French  government,  by  Charles  Raumbault,  in  1641.  It  appears 
to  have  been  one  of  the  earliest  points  occupied.  In  1668,  Claude 
D' Ablpn  and  James  Marquette  established  there  the  mission  of  St. 
Mary — since  which,  the  place  and  the  rapids  have  borne  that 
name. 

I  had  been  a  member  of  the  first  exploring  expedition  which  the 
U.  S.  Government  sent  into  that  region  in  1820.  Troops  landed 
here  to  occupy  it  in  1822,  on  which  occasion  I  was  entrusted  by 
the  President,  with  the  managemetit  of  Indian  affairs.  I  had  now 
lived  almost  eleven  years  at  this  ancient  and  remote  point  of  set- 
tlement, which  is  at  the  foot  of  the  geological  basin  of  Lake  Su- 
perior— a  period  which,  aside  from  official  duties,  was,  in  trutfa, 
devoted  to  the  study  of  the  history,  customs,  and  languages  of  the 
Indians.  These  years  are  consecrated  in  my  memory  as  a  period 
of  intellectual  enjoyment,  and  of  profound  and  pleasing  seclusion 
from  the  world.  It  was  uot  without  deep  regret  that  I  quitted  long 
cherished  scenes,  abounding  in  the  wild  magnificence  of  nature, 
and  went  back  one  step  into  the  area  of  the  noisy  world,  for  it 
was  impressed  on  my  mind,  that  I  should  never  find  a  theatre  of 
equal  repose,  and  one  so  well  adapted  to  my  simple  and  domestic 
taster  and  habits.     For  I  left  here  in  the  precincts  of  Elmwood,  a 
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beautiful  scat,  which  I  had  adorned  with  trees  of  my  own  planting, 
which  abounded  in  every  convenience  and  comfort,  and  commanded 
one  of  the  most  magnificent  prospects  in  the  world. 

The  change  seemed,  however,  to  flow  naturally  from  the  de- 
velopment of  events.  The  decision  once  made,  I  only  waited  the 
entrance  into  the  straits  of  a  first  class  schooner,  which  could  be 
chartered  to  take  my  collections  in  natural  history,  books,  and  fur- 
niture— all  which  were  embarked,  with  my  family,  on  board  the 
schooner  "  Mariner"  the  last  week  in*  May.  Captain  Fowlo  (who 
met  a  melancholy  fate  many  years  afterwards,  while  a  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  on  board  the  steamer  "Moselle"  on  the  Ohio)  had  been 
relieved,  as  commanding  ofiicer  of  the  post,  at  the  same  time,  and 
embarked  on  board  the  same  vessel  with  his  famUy.  Wo  had  a 
pleasant  passage  out  of  the  river  and  up  the  lake,  until  reaching 
the  harbor  of  Mackinack,  which  we  entered  early  on  the  morning 
of  the  27th  of  May.  Coming  in  with  an  easterly  wind,  which 
blows  directly  into  it,  the  vessel  pitched  badly  at  anchor,  causing 
sea-sickness,  and  the  rain  falling  at  the  same  time.  As  soon  as  it 
could  be  done,  I  took  Mrs.  S.  and  the  children  and  servants  in 
the  ship's  yawl,  and  we  soon  stood  on  terra  firma,  and  found  our- 
selves at  ease  in  the  rural  and  picturesque  grounds  and  domicil  of 
the  U.  S.  Agency,  overhung,  as  it  is,  by  impending  cliffs,  and  com- 
manding one  of  the  most  pleasing  and  captivating  views  of  lake 
scenery.  Here  the  great  whirl  of  lake  commerce  from  Buffalo  to 
Chicago,  continually  passed.  The  picturesque  canoe  of  the  In- 
dian was  constantly  gliding,  and  the  footsteps  of  visitors  were 
frequently  seen  to  tread  in  haste  the  "  sacred  island,"  rendering 
it  a  point  of  continual  contact  with  the  busy  world.  Emigrants  of 
every  class,  agog  for  new  El  Dorados  in  the  West,  eager  mer- 
chants prudently  looking  to  their  interests  in  the  great  area  of 
migration,  domestic  and  foreign  visitors,  with  note-book  in  hand, 
and  some  valetudinarians,  hoping  in  the  benefits  of  a  pure  air 
and  "white  fish" — these  constantly  filled  the  harbor,  and  consti- 
tuted the  ever-moving  panorama  of  our  enlarged  landscape. 

The  necessary  repairs  to  the  buildings  were  not  yet  completed, 
when  I  embarked  about  the  10th  of  June  for  New  York,  in  order 
to  fall  in  with  the  President's  cortege  to  the  East.  About  seven 
weeks  were  devoted  to  this  excursion,  during  which  I  made  an  ar- 
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rangement  with  the  Harpers  to  publish  my  narrative  of  the  ex- 
pedition to  Itasea  Lake,  the  printing  to  be  done  at  Detroit. 

July  19<A.  The  American  Philosophical  So<Sety  at  Philadelphia 
informs  me  of  my  election  as  a  member. 

2&th.  I  returned  to  Michilimackinack  from  rdy  excursion  to  New 
York,  and*  began  to  inquire  of  JEtged  persons,  white  and  red,  as 
they  visited  the  office,  into  the  local  traditions  of  the  place. 

There  is  a  hiatus  in  the  history  of  the  island,  extending  from 
1763,  the  date  of  the  massacre  of  the  British  garrison  on  the  main- 
land, to  about  1780,  the  probable  date  of  the  removal  of  the  post 
from  the  apex  of  the  penitisula  (Peekwutinong  of  the.  Indians)  to 
the  island. 

The  name  of  the  place  is  pronounced  Mish-i-niiii-auk-in-opg, 
by  the  Indians.  The  term  mishi,  as  heard  in  mishipishiUy  pan- 
ther, and  mhhigenabihy  a  gigantic  serpent  of  fabled  notoriety^ 
signifies  ^r^af;  niniy  appears  to  be  derived  from  nimi^  to  dance^ 
and  auk  from  autig^  tree  or  standing  object ;  ong  is  the  common 
termination  for  locality,  the  vowels  %  (second  dnd  fifth  syllable) 
being  brought  into  the  compound  word  as  connectives.  In  a  lan- 
guage which  separates  all  matter,  the  whole  creation,  in  fact,  into 
two  classes  of  nouns — deemed  animates  and  inanimates — -the  distinc- 
tions of  gender  are  lost,  so  far  as  the  laws  of  syntax  are  involved. 
It  is  necessary  only  to  speak  of  objects  as  possessing  and  wanting 
vitality,  to  communicate  to  them  the  property  named,  whether  it 
in  reality  possesses  it  in  nature  or  not.  For  this  purpose  words 
which  lack  it  in  their  penultimate  syllables,  take  the  consonant  n 
to  make  their  plurals  for  inanimates,  and  g  for  animates.  By 
this  simple  method,  the  whole  inanimate  creation — woods,  trees, 
rocks,  clouds,  waters,  &c. — is  clothed  at  will  with  life,  or  the  oppo- 
site class  of  objects  are  shorn  of  it,  which  enables  the  speaker, 
whose  mind  is  imbued  with  his  peculiar  mythology  and  necro- 
mancy, to  create  a  spiritual  world  around  him.  In  this  creation  it 
is  known  to  all  who  have  investigated  the  subject,  that  the  Indian 
mind  has  exercised  its  ingenuity,  by  creating  classes  and  species  of 
spirits,  of  all  imaginable  kinds,  which,  to  his  fancied  eye,  fill  all. 
surrounding  space.  If  ho  be  skilled  in  the  magic  rites  of  the 
sacred  meda,  or  jesukewin,  it  is  but  to  call  on  these  spirits,  and 
his  necromantic  behest  is  at  its  highest  point  of  energy. 

In  reference  to  this  spiritual  creation,  the  word  muh  signifies 
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great,  or  rather  big,  but  as  adjectives  are,  like  substantiTes,  tran- 
sitive, the  term  requires  a  transitive  objective  sign,  to  mark  the 
thing  or  person  that  is  big,  hence  th^  term  miehi  signifies  big 
spirit,  or  ''fairy'' — for  it  is  a  kind  of  pukumdjininne,  and  not 
of  monetoes  that  are  described.  The  terms  nim  and  aukj  dance 
and  tree,  and  the  local  onff^  are,  introduced  to  describe  the  particular 
locality  and  circumstances  of  the  mythologic  dances.  The  true 
meaning  of  the  phrase,  therefore,  appears  to  be,  Place  of  the 
DanciDg  Spirits.  The  popular  etymology  that  derives  the 
word  from  Big  Turtle,  is  still  farther  back  in  the  chain  of 
etymology,  and  is  founded  otk  the  fact  that  the  michi  are  turtle 
spirits.  This  is  the  result  of  my  inquiries  with  the  best  inter- 
preters of  the  language.  The  French,  to  whom  we  owe  the  ori- 
ginal orthography,  used  eh  for  sA,  interchanged  n  for  I  in  the  third 
syllabic,  and  modified  the  syllables  auk  and  ong  into  the  sounds  of 
€U!k — ^which  are,  I  believe,  general  rules  founded  on  the  organs  of 
utterance,  in  their  adoption  by  that  nation  of  Indian  words. 
Hence  Michilimackinack.  The  word  has,  in  Indian,  a  plural  in- 
flective in  oagj  which  the  French  threw  away.  The  Iroiquois,  who 
extended  their  incursions  here,  called  it  Ti-e-don-de-ro-ga. 

Aug,  l8t.  While  at  Detroit  (July  24th)  Mr.  Arthur  Bronson, 
the  money  capitalist,  and  Mr.  Charles  Butler,  from  New  York, 
came  to  that  place  with  a  large  sum  for  investment  in  lands. 
This  appeared  to  be  the  first  unmistakeable  sign  in  this  quarter, 
of  that  rage  for  investment  in  western  lands,  which  the  country 
experienced  for  several  years,  and  which,  acting  universally,  pro- 
duced in  1836  a  surplus  revenue  to  the  U.  S.  treasury  of  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

15th.  Saganosh,  an  Ottawa  chief  of  St.  Martin's  Island,  visited 
the  office  with  eleven  followers.  I  asked  him  if  any  of  the  rela- 
tives of  Gitche  Naigow,  of  whom  tradition  spoke,  yet '  lived.  He 
pointed  to  his  wife,  and  said  she  was  a  daughter  of  Gitche  Naigow. 
I  asked  her  her  age.  She  did  not  know  (probably  fifty-five  to 
sixty).  She  said  her  father  died  and  was  buried  at  the  Manistee 
River  (North),  that  he  was  very  old,  and  died  of  old  age — pro- 
bably ninety.  She  said  he  was  so  old  and  feeble,  that  the  last 
spring  before  his  death,  when  they  came  out  from  their  sugar  camp 
to  the  open  lake  shore,  she  carried  him  on  her  back. 

He  had  not,  she  said,  been  at  the  massacre  of  old  Maekinack 
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(described  by  Henry),  being  then  at  VAiAre  Oroehej  but  be  came 
to  tbe  apot  soon  afterwards.  She  had  beard  him  speak  of  it.  Says 
she  was  a  little  -girl  when  the  British,  in  removing  the  post  from  tbe 
main  land,  ftrst  brought  over  their  cattle,  and  began  to  take  pos- 
session of  tbe  present  island  of  Mackinack. 

The  old  fort  on  the  peninsula  was  called  Bik-wut-in-ang  by  the 
Indians,  bat  the  island  always  had  the  name  of  Mish^n-e-maUk- 
inrong.  Her  father  used  to  encamp  where  tbe  village  of  Macki- 
nack is  How  built.  Her  name  is  Na'd(hwarkway  Iroquois  woman. 
Thus  far  tbe  wife  of  Saganosh.  The  man  added  that  he  lived  on  tbe 
island  of  Boisblancj  where  he  had  a  garden,  when  the  English 
vessel  arrived  to  take  p^DSsession  of  Mackinack.  He  then  went 
to  tbe  largest  of  the  St.  Martin's  islands,  where  be  has  continued 
to  reside  to  this  day,  with  intervals  of  absence.  He  does  n6t 
know  his  age,  be  may  be  seventy.  Neither  of  them  recollect  to 
have  heard  of  "Wawetum,"  or  "Menehwehwa,"  mentioned  by 
Alexander  Henry.* 

\6th.  Mr.  Porlier,  of  Green  Bay^  remarks  that  be  is  now  in 
the  sixty-ninth  year  of  hfs  age.  Fifty  years  ago,  be  says,  hd 
first  came  to  Michilimackinack,  and  the  post  had  then  been  removed 
from  the  main  land  about  three  years.  This  would  place  the  date 
of  the  removal  about  1780. 

On  turning  to  the  MSS.  of  John  Baptiste  Ferrault,  in  my  pos- 
session, he  says  that  he  arrived  at  Mackinack  on  the  28th  of  June, 
1788.  That  the  merchants  had  not  then  completed  all  their  build- 
ings consequent  on  the  removal.  That  the  removal  had  taken  place 
recently  under  Gov.  Sinclair,  a  commanding  officer,  so  called  by 
the  French,  who  had  been  relieved  the  preceding  year  by  Captain 
Robinson.  And  that  the  15th  of  July  was  kept  as  the  anniversary 
of  the  removal.  It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  the  post  had  been 
transferred  in  1780  or  '81. 

The  transfer  from  old  to  new  Mackinack  seems  to  have  been 
gradual  with  tbe  inhabitants.  Among  the  reasons  for  it,  I  was  told, 
was  the  fear  of  disturbance  from  the  American  war.  The  main 
reason  doubtless  was  the  superiority  of  the  island  as  a  strong  mili* 
tary  position  against  Indian  attacks. 

Captain  Thorn  told  me  that  he  had  sailed  to  old  Mackinack 

♦  Henry's  Travcla. 
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seven  years  after  the  massacre.  The  inhabitants  did  not  go  all  at 
once.  They  dismantled  their  houses,  and  took  aw.ay  the  ^nndows, 
doors,  &c* 

Attg.  19th.  Ningwegon  (or  the  Wing)  visited,  with  his  band, 
consisting  (by  the  bundles  of  sticks)  of  ten  men,  twelve  women, 
and  six  children. 

Asked  him  where  he  was  when  the  British  took  possession  of 
this  island  in  1812.  He  said  at  Detroit ;  that  he  had  gone  there 
previous  to  thD  taking  of  the  fort  by  the  party  from  St.  Joseph's ; 
that  he  remained  at  Detroit  during  the  war ;  formed  an  acquaint- 
ance with  Gov.  Cass,  who  was  then  commanding  officer  at  that 
post,  and  had  promised  that  his  services  should  be  remembered.* 

He  said  his  father  was  a  native  of  Detroit,  having. lived  a  little 
above  the  present  site  of  the  city.  He  was  an  Ottawa.  He  emi- 
grated, with  his  father  and  grandmother,  to  Wi^ganukizzi  (L'Arkn 
Oroche\  when  young,  and  he  had  since  lived  there.  His  father 
died,  not  many  years  since,  a  very  old  man,  at  Maskigon  River. 
He  is  himself  seventy-six  years  of  age,  and  gray  headed — ^the  little 
hair  he  has  (his  head  being  shaved  after  the  Indian  fashion). 
His  eyesight  fails  in  relation  to  near  obJ€|Ct&,  but -js  good  in  viewing 
distant  ones.  He  bears  his  age  well,  looks  firm,  and  is  erect  of 
body,  face  full,  and  voice  unimpaired.  He  is  a  man  above  six 
feet  in  height,  and  well  proportioned. 

In  speaking  of  the  Seneca  nation,  he  called  them  As'Sig-un-aiffij 
a  term  by  which  they  are  distinguished  from  the  general  Algon- 
quin term  of  Na-do-wa,  or  Iroquis. 

Of  the  establishment  of  the  present  military  post  of  Mackinack, 
he  said  that,  when  young,  he  had  come  over  from  the  main  with 
his  father,  along  with  the  party  of  British  officers  who  came  to 
reconnoitre  the  place  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  post  on  it. 
The  party  dined  under  the  trees  (pointing  to  some  large  sugar- 
maples  then  standing  in  the  military  garden,  under  the  cliffs). 
The  British  officer,  who  had  led  the  party,  then  asked  the  Indians' 
consent  to  occupy  it.  This  was  not  immediately  given  ;  they  took 
time  to  consider,  and  the  removal  of  the  fort  was  next  year. 
Presented  him  a  nest  of  kettles  (twelve),  two  pieces  of  factory 

*  This  chief  received  an  annuity  under  the  treaty  of  28th  March,  1836. 
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cloth,  two  guns,  five  potmds  of  net-thread,  and  two  hoes,  together 
with  a  requisition  for  provisions.  , 

24^A.  Mud-je-ke-wiss,  chief  of  Thunder  Bay,  a  descendant  of 
the  captor  of  old  Mackinack,  being  questioned  of  his  family,  their 
former  residence,  his  knowledge  and  remembrance  of  affairs  at 
old  Mackinack,  replied  that  his  father's  name  was  Mud-je-ke- 
wiss ;  it  had  been  Kaigwiaidosa  when  he  had  been  a  young  man. 
Bie  had  lived  at  Mackinack,  going  to  Thunder  Bay  to  hunt.  He 
died>  not  v^ry  old,  at  a  treaty  held  on  the  Maumee.  He  (himself) 
had  heard  of  the  taking  of  old  Mackinack,  but  was  bom  after  the 
removal  of  the  post  to  the  island^  and  his  father  died  before  he 
had  instructed  him.  He  had  not  heard  of  Wawitum,.or  Meneh- 
wehwa,  of  whom  I  t][ue!Stioned  him. 

This  answer  is  a  specimen  of  Indian  caution  and  suspicion  of 
white  men.  I  knew  but  little  of  the  man  then,  and  had  seen,  him 
bat  once  or  twice.  He  eiddently  "  played  shy,"  and  was  deter- 
mined the  Anglo-Saxon  race  should  get  no  facts  from  him  that 
might  ever  be  told  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Indians  who  had 
once,  under  the  lead  of  a  noted  chief  (Pontiac),  been  led,  under 
the  deception  of  a  ball-play,  to  fall  on  the  unprepared  ranks  of  a 
British  garrison,  and  stain  their  history  with  a  horrible  tale  of 
blood.  Henry's  travels  preserve  the  most  vivid  account  of  this 
massacre,  for  he  was  himself  an  eye  witness  of  some  of  its  atroci- 
ties, and  was  spared,  by  a  remarkable  Providence,  from  being  one 
of  its  victims. 

It  was  not  credible  that  seventy  years  should  have  left  so  little 
of  Indian  tradition  of  that  sanguinary  event. 

It  is  reported  that  letters  written  by  Longlade,  Indian  inter- 
preter at  old  Mackinack,  at  and  during  the  era  of  the  massacre 
of  the  English  garrison,  are  in  the  possession  of  the  Greenough 
family,  at  Green  Bay.  They  would,  perhaps,  throw  some  light 
on  a  transaction  which  is  by  far  the  most  tragic  event  of  this 
troMitian  period  of  our  Indian  history.  By  transition,  I  mean 
the  era  of  the  change  from  French  to  English  supremacy. 
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CHAPTER    XLVlti: 

Anniversary  of  the  Algic  Society — Traditions  of  Ohnsco  and  Mukadapenau 
respecting  Gen.  Wayne's  treaty — Saliferous  eolumn  in  American  geology 
— Fact  in  lake  commerce — Traditions  of  Mrs.  Donsman  and  Mr.  Abbott 
respecting  the  first  occnpation  of  the  Island  of  Michilimaoklirack — Question 
of  the  substantive  verb  in  the  Chippewa  language — ^Meteoric  phenomena 
during  the  month  of  December — Historical  fact"— Minor  incidents. 

1883.     Oct.  12th.  Business  called  me  to  Detroit,  where  I  had 
a  work  in  the  pres^,  early  in  October.     The  Algic  Society  held 
its  first  anniversary  this  day,  in  the  Session  Room  of-  the  Presby- 
terian Church.     The  Secretary  read  a  report  of  its  proceedings, 
and  submitted  a  body  of  the  vital  statistics  of  the  tribes  of  the 
Upper  Lakes,  which  elicited  an  animated  discussion.     Mr.  La- 
throp  called  attention  to  the  singular  fact,  that  of  the  mothers 
reported  in  the  tables,  the  rate  of  reproduction  in  the  hunter 
tribes  did  not  exceed  an  average  of  over  two  children  per  female. 
Mr.  Sheldon  thought  the  causes  of  their  depopulation,  since  we 
have  been  their  neighbors,  were  rather  seated  in  their  extraordinary 
attachment  to  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  than  in  the  effects  of 
wars,  internal  or  external.     Mr.  Clark  believed  the  Indian  youth 
were  capable  of  being  brought  under  the  power  of  moral  and  reli- 
gious instruction.     Mr.  Schoolcraft  depicted  the  adverse  circum- 
stances under  which  the  masses  had  heretofore  labored,  in  coming 
under    plans   of   instruction   and   Christianity,   owing   to    their 
poverty ;  their  dispersion  over  large  areas  of  country  for  large 
parts  of  the  year ;  the  impracticability  of  their  finding  subsistence 
in  large  bodies  at  one  place ;  and  the  deleterious  infiuence  of  the 
commerce  in  furs  and  peltries,  on  their  moral  and  mental  charac- 
ter,    lie  submitted  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  St.  Mary's 
commitU^c,  showing,  in  detail,  operations  within  the  year.     With 
the  limited  sum  of  8151  10,  they  had  been  able  to  furnish  elder 
John  Sunday  an  outfit  for  Keweena  Bay  in  Lake  Superior,  and 
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given  two  other  native,  converts,  namely,  John  Otanchey  and  Johii 
Gabeach,  the  means  of  pursuing  -their  labors  amongst  the  Chip- 
pewas  during  the  winter  of  1888.  Thej  had  sent  an  express, 
during  the  month  of  February,  to  the  mission  of  the  American 
Board  at  La  Fointe,  in  Lake  Superior.  Their  minuted  of  monthly 
meetings  denoted  that  a  valuable  body  of  information  had  been 
collected,  respecting  the  population  and  statistics  of  the  Chippewa 
nation,  and  the  grammatical  structure  of  their  language,  &c. 

The  occasion  being  coincident  with  the  meeting  of  the  Synod 
bf  the  Western  Reserve,  at  Detroit,  many  gentlemen  of  learning, 
benevolence,  and  piety,  were  br,ought  together,  and  a  high  degree 
of  interest  excited  respecting  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the 
tribes. 

Li  accordance  with  a  resolution  passed  the  year  previous,  I- 
recited  a  poetic  address  on  the  character  of  the  r^ce,  which  was 
received  with  approbation,  and  directed  to  be  printed.     This  had 
been,  in  fact,  sketched  in  a  time  of  leisure  in  the  wilderness  some 
years  before. 

I  returned  to  Mackinack  near  the  close  of  October,  when  I 
resumed  my  traditionary  inquiries.  It  was  sought,  as  a  mere  matter 
of  tradition,  to  obtain  from  the  Indians  a  recognition  of  the  cession 
of  this  island,  &c.  made  by  them  to  the  United  States  through  the 
instrumentality  of  Gen.  Wayne,  at  Greenville,  in  Ohio,  in  1793. 

Chusco'*'  (muskrat),  the  old  prophet  or  jossakeed  of  the  Ottawa 
nation,  had  told  me  of  his  presence  at  Greenville,  at  the  treaty, 
while  a  young  man,  along  with  others  of  his  tribe.     He  was  a  man 
who  would  attract  attention,  naturally,  from  the  peculiarities  of  his 
person  and  character.'    He  had  been  a  man  of  small  stature,  not 
over  five  feet  four  inches,  when  young,  and  of  very  light  make. 
Cut  he  was  now  bent  by  age,  and  walked  with  a  staff.     His  hazel 
eyes  still  sparkled  in  a  head  of  no  striking  development^  and  with 
&  peculiarity  of  expression  of  his  lips,  gave  him  a  striking  expres- 
sion of  placidity  in  cunning.     Hence  his  name,  which  was  given  by 
the  Indians  from  some  fancied  resemblance  to  this  animal,  when  jut- 
ting its  heall  above  water.     He  had,  for  forty  years,  made  jeesuckd- 
tffin  (prophecying)  for  his  people,  when  he  was  converted  to  Christi- 
anity at  the  Mackinack  Mission.     He  gave  up  at  once  his  Indian 

*  From  Waaxhusko. 
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rites,  but  retained,  to  a  great  degree,  his  charoctenstic  expiw* 
sion.  Some  one  had  given  him  an  old  blue  broadclotili  coat 
with  yellow  metal  buttons,  which  he  matched  with  dark-eoloiM 
trousers,  a  vest,  hat,  and  moccasons.  I  always  received- him  witii 
marked  attention,,  and  often  sent  him  to  the  kitchen  for  a  meal, 
where,  indeed,  the  Indians  had  their  claims  ever  allowed  by  Sira.  ^ 

21th.  Muekudapenais,  or  Blackbird,  an  Ottawa,  chief  of  L'Arbn 
Croche,  visited  the  office.  I  directed  his  attention  to  the  traditian 
mentioned  by  Chusco,. respecting  Wayne's  treaty,  and  theincliiaioD 
of  Michilimackinack  in  the  cessions.  He  confirmed  thia  traditioiu 
He  said  that  his  uncle,  Ish-ke-bug-ish-kum,  gave  the  island,  anil 
that  when  he  returned  he  denied  that  he  had  given  it,  but  the  Bri- 
tish took  away  his  medal  in  consequence*  He  said  that  three  men 
of  the  party,  who  attended  this  treaty,  were  still  living.  They  were 
Op-wagun,  Che-mo-ke-maun,  and  Chusco.  He  thinks  the  land  taken 
by  the  late  surveys  of  Mr.  Ellis,  at  Point  St.  Ignace,  was  not 
given,  but  admits  that  the  cession  embraced  the  area  around  old 
Mackinack,  and  the  island  of  Boisblanc  The  Indians  called  Gen. 
Wayne  Che  NddeUy  the  Strong  Wind. 

30^A.  The  series  of  deposits,  which  embrace  fossil  salt,  or  pro- 
duce strong  brine  water,  in  the  geological  column  of  the  rocks  of  the 
United  States,  constitute  a  deeply  important  subject  in  acience, 
and  public  economy.  Mr.  James  R.  Rees,  of  Gyde,  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  sends  me  the  result  of  borings,  made  at  that  place,  to  the 
depth  of  376  feet,  with  samples  of  the  rock,  which  appear  to  denote, 
if  I  have  rightly  judged  the  geological  data,  a  roof  and  floor y  to 
the  saliferous  formation.  And  the  result  gives  a  stimulant  to  fur- 
ther investigations. 

9eA.  Commerce  is  rapidly  invading  the  wilderness.  Wheat  in 
bulk,  and  flour  in  bags  and  barrels,  were  brought  down  from  St. 
Joseph's,  through  the  straits  of  Michigan,  this  fall ;  which  is  the 
first  instance  of  the  kind,  but  one,  in  the  commercial  history  of 
the  country.  Beef  and  wheat  were  brought  from  the  same  post 
last  season. 

Nov.  IZth.  A  remarkable  display .  of  the  aurora  borealis  was 
observed  last  night.  The  Indians,  who  call  this  phenomenon 
Jebiug  nemeiddewaudy  or  dancing  spirits,  describe  it  as  radiating 
balls,  streams  of  fire  or  falling  stars  from  the  zenith  into  the  lake. 
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'  Mr.  Wm.  Johnston,  who  vas  at  Leech  Lake,  on  the  sources  of 
the  Mississippi,  describes  the  changing  phenomena  as  wonderful. 
^^Tlife  weather,"  he  says  (13th  Nov.),  ^'  is  still  yerj  pleasant,  with 
very  little  frost  at  night.  About  two  or  three  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing one  of  ^he  men  eame  and  awoke  me.  ^  Come  and  see  a  strange 
sight,'  he  said.  We  went  to  the  door,  where  we  saw,  every  now  and 
thep,  stars  shooting  or  falling.  The  centre  from  whence  they  first 
appeared  to  the  eye  was,  to  us,  nearly  in  a  direct  line  above  our 
headfl^-firom  Whence  they  went  in  all  directions,  to  all  points  of  the 
compass.  Most  all  our  village  people  were  looking  at  them  with 
fearfol  astonishment,  and  they  were  making  their  remarks  as  their 
feelings  caused  them.  We  went  in  the  house,  and  each  smoked 
his  pipe,  and  we  could  not  say  much  about  the  cause  of  what  we 
ha4  seen,  but  only  expressed  our  astonishment  to  each  other. 

*'  Before  going  to  bed,  we  thought  we  would  take  another  look 
at  the  heavens.  What  a  sight  it  was !  The  whole  heaven  appeared 
to  be  lit  with  the  falling  stars,  and  we  could  now  more  plainly  see, 
ss  it  were,  the  centre  from  whence  they  would  shoot.  The  night 
was  calm,  the  air  clear,  nothing  to  disturb  the  stillness,  but  the 
hushed  breathings  of  the  men.  The  stars  were  accompanied  with 
s  rustling  noise,  and,  though  they  appeared  to  fall  as  fast  and  as 
thick  as  hail,  above  them,  now  and  then,  we  could  see  some  of  the 
fixed  stars,  shining  as  bright  as  ever.  But  these  (falling  stars) 
appeared  to  be  far  below  them.  I  can  compare  it  to  nothing  more 
comprehensive  than  a  hail  storm.  The  sight  was  grand  beyond 
description.  Yet  I  must  confess  that  my  feelings  were  awed  into 
a  perfect  silence.  We  stood  and  gazed,  till  we  saw  the  bright 
streaks  of  day  appearing,  and  the  stars  began  gradually  to  be  less 
in  number,  till  the  light  of  the  sun  caused  them  to  disappear.'* 

2Sth,  I  resumed  the  old  traditions.  Mrs.  Michael  Dousman 
observes  that  her  father  (McDonnel)  came  to  the  island,  with  the 
troops,  in  1782.  That  the  government  house,  so  called,  was  then 
built,  and  a  few  other  buildings,  but  nothing  as  yet  had  been  done 
towards  the  present  fort  on  the  cliff.  Qov.  Sinclair,  so  called, 
was  then  in  command.  He  was  relieved  that  year  by  Captaia 
Robinson. 

She  thinks  the  removal  from  old  Maokinack  must  have  taken 
place  about  1778  or  1779,  under  Sinclair.     The  inhabitants  trans- 
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feiTed  their  residences  graduallj,  bringing  over  the  hashes  and 
doors  of  their  old  houses  and  setting  them  up  here. 

After  the  massacre,  the  troops  remained  some  time.  The  Indians 
had  not  burned  the  fort. 

Says  that  Wawetum,  the  Indian  chief,  became  blind,  and  ^bs 
burned,  accidentally,  in  his  lodge  at  the  point  (Ottawa  Point).  I 
had  been  inquiring  about  Henry's  account  of  him. 

The  Indians  at  Mackinack,  she  says,  opposed  its  occupancy. 
Things  came  to  such  a  height  in  1782  that  Gov.  Sinclair  sent  to 
Detroit  for  cannon.  It  was  a  remarkable  fact  that  the  brig  Dun- 
more,  sent  down  on  this  occasion,  was  absent  from  the  island  but 
ei^ht  daySj  during  which  she  went  to  and  returned  from  Detroit, 
bringing  the  expected  supply.  She  entered  Mackinack  harbor  on 
the  eighth  day,  on  the  same  hour  she  had  left  it,  and  fired  a  salute. 

Mrs.  Dousman  says  that  charges  had  been  preferred  against 
Gov.  Sinclair  (the  term  constantly  used  by  the  old  inhabitants) 
for  extravagance.  He  had,  as  an  example,  paid  at  the  rate  of  a 
dollar  per  stump  for  clearing  a  cedar  swamp,  which  is  now  part  of 
the  public  fields. 

Respecting  the  massacre  in  1768,  she  says  that  Mr.  Solomons 
and  a  Mr.  Clark,  the  latter  long  resident  with  Mr.  Abbot,  were 
present. 

8Qth.  Mr.  Abbot  (Sam.)  says  he  arrived  at  Mackihack  in  1803. 
The  government-house  was  then  occupied  by  Col.  Hunt.  A  man 
named  Clark,  who  had  formerly  lived  with  him,  was  a  boy  in  the 
employ  of  Solomons  at  the  massacre  of  old  Mackinack.  He  crept 
up'a  chimney,  where  he  remained  a  day  or  two,  and  was  thus  saved. 
Solomons  hid  himself  under  a  heieip  of  com,  and  was  thus  saved. 

Mr.  Abbot  does  not  know,  with  certainty,  the  date  of  the  trans- 
fer of  the  post,  but  says  the  papers  of  all  the  notaries,  including 
all  grants  of  commanding  officers,  are  in  a  trunk  at  Mr.  Doudman's. 
Thinks  these,  by  showing  the  date  of  the  earliest  grants,  will  de- 
cide the  question. 

Dec.  l9t.  Finished  an  article  for  the  Literary  and  Theological 
Review,  on  the  influence  of  the  native  priests,  or  metais,  and 
the  adaptation  of  the  general  principles  of  Christianity  to  the 
North  American  Indians.  Some  of  the  phenomena  of  the  Chip- 
pewa language  are  of  deep  interest.  The  substantive  verb  to 
bcy  deemed  by  many  philologists  to  be  wanting  in  the  Indian  Ian- 
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guage  of  this  continent;  is  perceived  to  be  freely  used  bj  Mr. 
Peter  Jpn^s  in  the  translation  of  John,  as  in  c.:'i.  1, 6^  15,  &c.  Tbe 
.existence  of  this  verb  in  the  northern  dialects  maj  be  adverted  to 
as  affording  the  probable  root  of  many. active  verbs.  It  is  a  subject 
eliciting  discussion,  as  bearing  on  a  point  early  stated  by  theolo- 
gians, viz.^,  the  origin  of  the  tribes.  The  verb  tau,  spelled 
"ahyah''  in  the  verses  referred  to,  with  the  particle,  for  past  tense,  ^ 
"ke,". prefixed,  and  "bun"  suffixed,  appears  to  be  restricted  in 
its  use  t<^.>objects  possessed  of  vitality j  but  cannot,  it  seems,  be 
applied  to  mere  passion  ovfeding;  These,  by  a  peculiarity  of  the 
grammar,  are  referred  to  as  subordinate  parts,  or  increments  in- 
animate of  the  organization,  t.  ^.,  as  things  without  flesh  and  blood, 
and  not  as  units  or  whole  bodies.  The  native  speaker  does  not, 
therefore,  say  I  am  glad,  I  am  sorry,  &c.,  but  merely  I  glad,  I 
sorry,  &c.  This  has,  probably,  led  ^philologists  to  observe  that 
the  verb  declarative  of  existence,  was  Wanting,  and  discouraged 
them  in  the  Search  of  it.  But  is  it  so  ?  When  it  becomes  neces- 
sary for  the  Indian  to  describe  the  abstract  truth  of  existence-^ 
as  that  God  i% — the  appropriate  pronominal  form  of  the  verb 
iau  or  I-e-au  is  used,  and  apparently  with  great  force  and  pro- 
priety. It  is  a  rule  of  this  grammar,  not  to  apply  it  to  emotions. 
When  nouns  inanimate  proper  are  used,  or  objects  pf  a  non-vital 
character,  the  corresponding  verb  is  atta.  The  present  tense,  in- 
dicative of  these  two  parallel  verbs,  for  material  and  for  god-like 
existence,  are  as  follows: — 

laa  (animate)  lb  he.  Atta  (inanimate) — 2b  be. 

^in,  Diau — I  am,  or  my  spirit  is.  Atta — It  is. 

£i,    Diau — Thou  art,  &c.  Attaraun — They  are. 

lau—- £r<!  (or  she)  is,  Atta-bun— /^  was. 

Nin,  Diaii-min  (ex.) —  JVe  (excluding  you)  are.  Atta-aubun — They  have  been. 

Ki,    Diau-min  (in^) — We  (including;  you)  are.  lah  atta — B  shall  be. 

Ki,    Diau-ni — Te  are.  lah  atta- win — They  shall  be. 

IhVi'WVLg—They  art. 

There  is  probably  no  language  so  barbarous  as  not  to  have 
words' to  address  Crod.  But,  of  all  languages  under  heaven^ 
the  Indian  dialects  appear  to  me  the  most  fruitful  in  termina- 
tions and  adjuncts  to  point  their  expressions,  and  to  give  to  them 
living  and  spiritual  meanings.  They  appear,  by  their  words,  to 
live  in  a  world  o£  spirits.    Aside  from  the  direct  words  for  Father, 
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as  the  universal  Parent,  and  of  Maker,  and  trreat  Spirit,  thej 
have  an  exact  term  for  the  Holy  Ghost ;  imd  he  who  has  eTer  heard 
a  converted  Indian  pray,  and  can  understand  his  <petiti6]i,  wiD 
never  afterwards  wish  to  read  any  philological  disqiiisitionB  ftboiit 
the  adaptation  of  their  languages  to  the  purposes  of  Ghristiaaity^ 
Dec.  2d.  I  determined  that  part  of  the  diversionB  of  my  first 
winter  at  Mackinack  should  consist  of  notices  of  its  meteorology, 
the  changes  of  winds  and  currents  in  the  straits,  fcc.  Shut  tmt 
from  the  world  hy  a  long  expanse  of  coasts,  which  cannot  be 
navigated'  in  the  winter,  much  of  the  sum  of  our  daily  observation 
must  necessarily  take  its  impress  from  local  objects.  To  pass  a 
winter  in  the  midst  of  one  of  the  great  lakes — the  Huron — ^was 
itself  a  subject  of  excitement.  Mild  weather  had  characterised 
the  season,  which  had  been  predicted  by  some  persons  as  the  con- 
sequence of  the  remarkable  meteoric  displays  in  November. 

At  the  monthly  concert  in  the  evening,  interesting  statements 
were  made  on  the  efforts  now  in  progress  to  evangelize  the  world. 
In  this  the  Bible,  tract,  and  mission  causes  were  shown  to  act  with 
harmonious  power. 

Zd.  I  employed  myself  in  the  morning  in  a  revision  of  papers 
relating  to  subjects  of  natural  history,  and  in  references  to  Cony- 
beare  and  Phillips.  In  the  evening,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ferry  and  Mr. 
Barber  were  visitors. 

Ath.  The  last  vessel  for  the  season,  the  "  Marengo,"  left  the 
harbor  for  Detroit,  taking  on  board  our  expressmen,  who  are  to 
return  by  land.  The  weather  has  continued  mild,  with  the  winds 
from  the  westward  and  southward. 

6^7*.  Some  rain  fell  in  the  evening,  which  did  not,  however, 
prevent  friends  from  passing  the  evening  with  us. 

"Ith.  Weather  still  mild. 

10th,  The  continued  mildness  of  the  atmosphere  has  induced 
the  Indians  from  the  adjacent  shores  to  visit  the  island.  There 
arc  no  Indians  permanently  resident  on  it.  Within  the  last  ten 
days,  rising  of  eighty  souls  have  visited  the  agency  and  shops. 
Some  have  iron  work  to  mend.  Most  of  them  have  applied  for 
provisions.  Several  aged  persons  and  widows  have  asked  for 
blankets. 

I  employed  the  day  in  reading  Humboldt's  "  Superposition  of 
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Itockfl  in  both  Hemispheres/*  Humboldt  is  the  Br.  Johnson  of 
geology. 

llth.  Kwewis,  a  Chippewa  convert,  returned,  after  spending  a 
ireek  or  more  among  the  Point  St.  Ighace  Indians.  He  complained 
of  the  lifltlessness  and  want  of  attention  of  the  Indians  to  the  truths 
by  Mr.  C,  his  spiritual  guide. 

I  determined  to  send  an  express,  as  soon  as  the  dtate  of  the  ice 
will  permit,  to  St.  Mary's,  with  directions  for  its  continuance  from 
thai  place  to  La  Pointe,  in  Lake  Superior — the  missionary  station, 

12tA.  The  meteorologic  phenomena  begin  to  thicken.  The  ther- 
mometer, at  2  P.  M.  to-day,  stood  at  48°.  Some  snow,  of  a  moist, 
sleety  character.  Wind  easterly.  Not  a  particle  of  ice  has  formed 
m  the  harbor  up  to  this  day. 

IStk.  Perused  Stewart's  xisit  to  the  South  Seas  and  the  Sand- 
wich Islands.  Certainly  the  author  is  one  of  the  most  gifted  re- 
ligious  travelers.  He  reminds  the  reader,  by  his  graphic  descrip- 
tions, sometimes  of  Bishop  Ilebcr.  It  is  remarkable,  that  with 
every  improvement,  the  population  of  these  islands  declines. 

A  blow  from  the  east,  with  depression  of  temperature,  and  some 
snow. 

lith.  Easterly  wind  continues.     Thermometer  at  noon  38°. 

16th,  Strong  easterly  winds. 

nth.  On  rising  this  morning  and  drawing  the  curtains  aside,  I 
observed  a  vessel  in  the  harbor  from  Detroit.  It  proved  to  be  the 
"General  Warren,"  with  supplies  for  the  inhabitants,  ordered  in 
the  fall,  but,  for  two  or  three  weeks  back,  not  expected.  By  her 
we  have  New  York  city  papers  to  Nov.  26th,  and  Detroit  dates  to 
Dec.  4th.  What  a  jumble  is  a  newspaper !  Here  we  have  the 
death  of  Ferdinand  of  Spain,  and  the  report  of  troubles  in  Europe: 
the  appomtment  of  Mr.  Butler  as  Attorney-General,  and  the  busy 
not«  of  editorial  discussiolfi  preparatory  to  the  meeting  of  Congress; 
the  result  of  elections,  progress  of  nullification,  "cifesin  and  dis- 
cussion" by  Jack  Downing,  a  t^jrrible  list  of  murders,  accidents, 
&e.  Prominent  among  things  for  scientific  readers,  are  accounts 
of  the  meteoric  phenomena  of  November. 

Ifith.  Dispatched  an  express  to  St.  Mary's  with  letters  for  the 
sub-agency,  missionaries,  &c.  In  the  evening  the  vessel  sailed  for 
Detroit  with  a  light  westerly  breeze,  which  is  fair. 

Mr.  Abbot,  being  in  the  office  during  the  day,  remarked  that 
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he  had  examined  the  old  records  before  alluded  to ;'  that  the  first 
public  act  of  the  commanding  officer  ie  the  appointment  of  a  notaij 
by  Gov.  Sinclair,  in  1780 ;  the  next  is  a  grant  of  land  in  1781. 

Stating  these  facts  afterwards  to  Mr.  Mitchell  (William),  he  ob* 
served  that  his  father,  who  was  the  post  surgeon,  remarked  that 
the  removal  of  the  troops  from  oM  Mackinack  was  the,  jear  af^r 
the  massacre,  which  would  be  1764.  This  is  astounding.  Tet 
ClBirver'B  Mackinack,  in  1766,  appears  to  have  been  ''old  Mitcki- 
nack." 

19^.  Thanksgiving  day  for  the  territory.  A  practical  diseoarse 
from  Mr,  Ferry.  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  E.,  &c.,  to  dinner. .  The  Indian 
Kwewis  returns  to  St.  Mary's,  accompanied  by  Mr*  Camion. 

20^A.  Mr.  Mitchell  passed  the  evening. 

21«f.  Visited  Mr.  Ferry  in  the  afternoon.  Conversation  on 
various  religious  topics.  Coming  home,  found  company;  Lieut, 
and  Mrs.  !^.,  Miss  D.,  and  Miss  H.^  wHo  remained  to  tea,  and 
spent  the  evening. 

32(2.  S.  vimted  the  infant-school  in  the  village,  and  made  some 
remarks. 

24fA.  "Visited  Mr.  Barber,,  who  directed  conversation  to  various 
theological  points,  and  the  st^te  of  religion  on  the  island. 

25^%.  Christmas.  The  Catholics  have  had  the  usual  services, 
and  have  gone  to  the  usual  extremes  of  a  pantomimic  ceremony  at 
midnight,  &c.  As  a  question  of  time,  we  cannot  say  that  this  is 
the  exact  day  of- the  anniversary  of  the  Saviour's  birth;  but  the 
computation  and  adjustment  of  dates  were  made,  I  belie ve^  on  the 
best  astronomical  data,  and  bcffore  the  Romish  Church  assumed 
political  power. 

26rt.  Wiad  N.  W.  Depression  of  temperature;  freezes  all  day. 
Mr.  F.  visited  me,  and  directed  my  attention  to  the  Mosaical 
geology,  or  account  of  the  creation,  which  he  thinks  the  pride  of 
science  has  sadly  misunderptood. 

Tlih.  Snow.  No  ice;  not  the  slightest  bordage  yet  in  the  har- 
bor. Lieut.  P.,  Mrs.  P.,  iLrs.  K.,  and  Dr.  Turner  visit.  In 
the  afternoon,  the  Maternal  Association,  at  Mrs.  Schoolcraft's 
invitation,  assemble.  I  wrote  to  Prof.  Olmstead  a  notice  of  the 
falling  stars  of  Nov.  13th,  as  described  by  the  Indijsins. 

28th»  Wind  from  the  westward  and  southward;  moderate  for  the 
season. 
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29th.  Wind  ve^rs  -io  the  ^ast. 

30tA.  A  blow  on  the  lake,  creating  a  perfect  tempest.  Before 
noon,  the  wind  yeers  south-easterly,-  and  enow  melts  .on  the  roofd. 

Ackuckojeesh  and  band,  from  the  north  shore,  visit  the  office. 
He  presents  me  a  small  mukuk  of  maple  sugar,  made  during  the 
month,  as  a  proof  of  the  mildness  of  the  weather. 

Continue  mj  bihlioal  readings^  with  a  view  of  noticing  the  coin- 
cidence of  passages  referred  to  by  clergymen  who  have  visited  me. 
Quite  satined  that  '^  day,"  in  Gen.  i,  5,  means,  in  that  place,  a 
natural  day  of  twenty-four  hours.  The  context  cannot  be  read 
i^thQut  it.  Mr.  M.  and  Mr.  Stuart  pass  the  evening.. 
^  Slst.  No  thawing  to-day.  There  has  been  quite  a*blow,on  the 
lake.    Segan  some  sketches  of  biblical  geology. 
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CHAPTER   XLIX. 

/  I 

Population  of  Miehilimaokiniusk — ^Notices  of  the  weather— ^Injimii  name  of 
the  Wolverine— Harbor  closed^Intensity  of  temperature  which  can  -be 
borne — Domestic  incidents— State  of  the  weather— Fort  Hapkina^k  nnsno- 
cessfUUy  attacked  in  1814-M)B4iganoo-^Death  of  an  IndifinwomaQ-rD^th 
t>f  my  sister — ^Harbor  open — ^Indian  name  of  the  Sabbath  daj — Horticol- 
tural  amusement — Tradition  of  the  old  ohnrch  dbor — ^Tnrpid  oeicidaet  df 
Thomas  Shepard,  and  his  fate — ^Wind,  tempests,  sleet,  snow— 'A  Teasel 
beached  in  the  harbor-^Attempt  of  the^  American  Fur  Compan  j  to  fotoe 
ardent  spirits  into  the  country,  against  the  authority  of  the  Aeent. 

18,S4-  Jan.  l«f.  -My  jotirnal  for  this  winter  will  be  almost  purely 
domestic.  It  is  intended  to  exhibit  a  -picture  of  men  and  things, 
immediately  surrounding  a  person  isolated  from  the  world,  on  an 
island  in.the  wide  area  of  Lake  Huron,  at  the  point  where  the 
current,  driven  by'the  winds,  rushes  furiously  through  the  straitB 
connected  with  Lake  Michigan.  Where  the  ice  in  the  winter 
freezes  and  breaks  up  continually,  where  the  temperature  flue 
tuates  greatly  with  every  wind,  and  where  the  tempests  of  snow 
rain  and  hail  create  a  perpetual  scene  of  changing  phenomena. 

Society  here  is  scarcely  less  a  subject  of  remark.  ^  It  is  basf 
on  the  old  French  element  of  the  fur  trade — that  is,  a  comm« 
alty  who  are  the  descendants  of  French  or  Canadian  boatmen,  a 
clerks  and  interpreters  who  have  invariably  married  Indian  worn 
The  English,  who  succeeded  to  power  after  the  fall  of  Quel 
chiefly  withdrew,  but  have  also  left  another  element  in  the  i 
ture  of  Anglo-Saxons,  Irishmen  or  Celts,  and  Gauls,  founded 
upoa  intermarriages  with  the  natives.     Under  the  American  : 
the  society  received  an   accession  of  a  few  females  of  va 
European  or  American  lineage,  from  educated  and  refined  ci 
In  {he  modern  accession,  since  about  1800,  are  inclu$led  the 
factors  of  the  fur  trade,  and  the  persons  charged  by  bei^ 
societies  with  the  duties  of  education  and  of  missionaries 


P9B80VAL  MBM0IR8.  459 

more  than  all,  with  the  funilies  of  the  officers  of  the  military  and 
civil  service  of  the  government. 

In  such  a  mass  of  diverse  elements  the  French  langhage,  the 
Algonquin,  in  several  dialects,  and  the  English,  are  employed. 
And  among  the  onedueated,  no  small  mixture  of  all  are  brought 
into  vogue  in  the  ezistix^  vocabulary:  lofintehetj  and  to  ch&mai^ 
were  h^re  quite  common  "expressions. 

The  continued  inihlness  of  the-  weather  enabled  the  Indians 
from  the  surrounding  shore  to  approach  the  island,  not  less  than 
fifby-four  of  whom,  in  different  parties,  visited  the  office  d^ring 
the  day^  This  day  is  a  sort  of  carnival  to  these  people,  who  are 
ever  on  the  qid  vive  for  occasions  ^^to  ask  an  alms."  I  had  pre- 
pared for  this.     To  each  person  a  loaf  of  bread. 

To  adult  males -i^pliog  of  tobacco..  No  drink  of  any  kind,  but 
water,  to  a  ^odi. 

Snow  fell  during  the  day,-  rendering  it  unpleasant. 

Jan.  2d>  Shabow&wa,'  a  Ohippewa  chiefs  and  part  of  his  band, 
with  the  remainder  of  the  Point  St.  Ignace.  band,  got  across  the 
Traverse  this  morning.  The  whole  number  who  visited  the  office 
during  the  day  was  thirty.  Shabow&wa  said  we  might  soon  ex- 
pect cold  weather* 

Sd,  Visits  from  a  number  of  Indians  (about  twenty),  who  had 
not  before  called,  to  offer  the  bon  jour  of  the  season.  Among  them 
were  several  widows  and  disabled  old  people,  to  whom  presents  of 
clothing  were  given. 

The  atmosphere  has  been  severely  cold.  A  hard  frost  last 
night.  I  killed  an  ox  for  winter  beef,  and  packed  it,  when  cut  into 
pieces,  in  snow.  There  has  been  floating  ice,,  for  the  first  time,  in 
the  harbor.  The  severe  weather  prevented  the  St.  Ignace  Indians 
from  returning. 

One  of  the  St.  Ignace  Indians,  referting  to  the  met^oriq  phe- 
nomenon of  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  November,  said  that  the 
stars  shot  over  in  the  form  of  a  bow,  and  seemed  to  drop  into  the 
lake.  Such  a  display,  he  added,  was  never  before  seen.  He  says 
that  the  Chippewa  Indians  called  the  Wolverine  ''  Gween-guh* 
auga,"  which  means  underground  drummer.  This  animal  is  a  great 
digger  or  burrower. 

4tL  Stormy  and  cold. 

5^.  S.  Cold.     Mr.  Barbei:  preached  on  the  character,  and  trials 
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of  Noah.   The  old  N.  E.  divines  loved  to  preach  from-  texts  in  the 
Old  Testament. 

6th,  A  change  of  wind  froin  N.  to  S.  W.  created  a  very  per- 
ceptible inerease  of  temperature.  Indians,  who  had  been  detained 
bj  floating  ice  since  New  Year's  day,  got  oter  to  Point  St.  Ignace. 

l%e  postmaster  sends  me  word  that  tlie  second  express  will  start 
to-morrow,  without  awaiting  the  return  of  the  first. 

On  visiting  the  monthly  concert  in  the  evening,  I  was*  reminded 
that  this  day  had  been  set  apart  by  vari6us  churches  for  imploring 
a  special  blessing  on  the  Word  of>  Grod,  in  the  conversion  of  the 
world: 

Ith.  Yesterday  afternoon  the  harbor  filled  with  floating  ice^ 
This  morning  it  is  frozen  over  into  a  solid  body,  completely  closing 
up  the  harbor.  But  the  passage  between  it  and  Bound  Island  is 
open,  and  the  lake  in  other  directions.  Wind  northerly  and  west- 
wardly ;  thermometer  as  on  the  8d,  4th,  and  5th ;  but  the  air  does 
not  feel  to  be  as  cold  as  those  days.  This  is  the  effect  of  its  having 
remained  about  a  week  of  nearly  the  same  temperature.  It  is,  in 
truth,  the  range  of  the  thermometer  between  given  points,  and 
not  the  absolute  degree  of  it,  that  creates  the  sensation  of  intense 
change.  And  herein  must  be  sought  the  secret  of  people's 
standing  a  great  degree  of  cold  in  the  north,  without  being  duly 
sensible  of  the  extreme  degree  of  it.  This  remark  ought,  perhaps, 
to  be  limited  to  such  severe  degree  of  cold  (say  40°  below  zero), 
as  a  man  can  withstand  or  live  in. 

The  ice,  being  only  glued  together,  separated  about  2  o'clock, 
and  left  the  harbor  free  again  before  night. 

The  express  from  St.  Mary's  came  in,  about  two  hours  after  our 
Detroit  express  left.  By  letters  brought  by  it,  I  learn  that  letters 
of  recall  have  recently  passed  the  Sault  for  Capt.  Back.  It  is  stated 
that  Capt.  Ross  has  unexpectedly  returned  to  England,  after  an 
absence  of  four  years,  great  part  of  which  time  he  had  passed 
among  the  Esquimaux,  or  in  an  open  boat  on  the  sea.  That  he 
had  made  observations  to  fix  the  magnetic  meridian,  and  had  dis- 
covered a  large  island,  almost  the  size  of  Great  Britain,  which  he 
named  Boothea. 

Mr.  Ferry,  Lieut.  Kingsbury,  and  Mr.  P.  passed  the  evening 
with  US. 
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Fires  ^  were  seen  On  the  main  lajid,  which  are  supposed  to  be 
signals  from  our  express  men. 

-  8th.  Snow — blustering — cold.  Our  jfirst  express  to  Detroit  has 
so  far  Overstayed  its  time/ that  it  is  impossible  to  say  when  it  may 
now  be  expected.  Fires  again. seen  pn  the  main  land,  and  an  un- 
successful attempt  made  to' reach  them,  the  floating  ice  preventing* 

9th,  Maternal  Association  meets  at  my  house,  which,  Mrs.  S. 
reports,  is  well  attended.  In  the  evening,  Mr.  H.^  Mr.  J.,  Miss 
McF.,  and  Miss  S.  ' 

Floating  ice  in  the  straits,  and  no-  crossing. 

11th,  Snowing — blustering.  Expecting  the  mail  soon,  I  pre- 
pared my  letters,  and,  being  Saturday,  sent  them  to  the  post-office, 
lest  the  mail  should  arrive  and  depart  on  Sunday. 

ISth.  Peep  snow  drifts,  stormy — cold.  Very  difficult,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  drifts,  to  reach  the. teacher's  concert,  in  the  evening, 
which  met  at  the  Court  House.  Meeting  between  Mr.  D.  and 
Mr.  Ferry  at  my  house,  to  try  the  effects  of  conciliation.  < 

14^A.  High  wind  died  away  last  night:  the  sun  rose,  this  morn- 
ing, clear  and  pleasant,  but  the  air  still  cold.  Ice  completely  fills 
the  channel  between  Boisblanc  ^d  the  main  harbor ;  the  outer 
chJSinel  is  still  open. 

Mrs.  Kingsbury  passed  the  day  with  us.  The  cliurch  session 
on  examination  accepts  her,  and  Mr.  D.  Stuart,  the  geiitleman 
named  in.  Irving's  AMovia. 

15th.  The  express  from  Detroit  arrives,  having  crossed  from,  the 
main  to  Boisblanc  on  the  ice,  and. from  thence  in  a  boat.  By  this 
mail  wc  have  a  week's  later  dates  than  were  brought  by  the 
*^  Warren."  No  political  intelligence  of  importance^  I  received 
a  number  of  printed  sheets  of  the  appendix  to  the  narrative  of  my 
tour  to  Itasca  Lake.  Heard  also  from  LeConte,  the  engraver,  at 
New  York.  . 

16/A.  Took  Mr.  D.  in  my  cariole  to  Mr.  Ferry's,  to  further  the 

object  of  a  reconciliation  of  the  matters  in  difference  between  them. 

It  commenced  raining,  soon  after  we  got  there,  and  continued 

steadily  all  evening.     Got  a  complete  wetting  in  coming  homd,  and 

.  in  driving  to  the  fort  Mrs.  Kingsbury,  whom  I  found  there. 

nth.  Yesterday's  rain  has  much  diminished  the  quantity  of 
snow;  bare  ground  is  to  be  seen  in  some  spots.  -  Atmosphere 
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murky,  and  surcharged  with  moisture,  rendering  it  disagreeable 
to  bo  out  of  doors. 

The  soldiery  of  the  garrison  invite  Mr.  F.  to  hold  a  meeting  in 
the  garrison  every  Sabbath  afternoon,  showing  an  awakened  moral 
sense  among  them. 

18^^  Depression  of  the  atmospheric  temperature.  Frost  renders 
the  walking  slippery,  and  the  snow  crusted  and  hard.  This  con- 
dition, of  things,  in  the  forest,  is  fatal  to  wild'hoofed  animals,  which 
at  every  step  are  subject  to  break  through,  and  cut  their  ankles. 
In  this  way  the  Indians  successfully  pursue  and  take,  the  moose 
and  reindeer  of  our  region. 

19^A.  Mr.  David  S.  and  Mrs.  K.  are  admitted  to  the  commu- 
nion, on  a  profession  of  faith,  and  Mr.  Seymour,  Miss  Owen,  and 
Miss  Leverett,  by  letter.  The  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barber  were 
also,  for  the  first  time,  present. 

Snow  fell  upon  the  previous  glare  surface,  and,  being  attended 
with  wind,  rendered  the  day  very  blustering  and  boisterous.  The 
wmd  being  from  the  west,  was  very  stroijig — so  strong  as  to.  blow 
some  persons  down.  The  temperature  at  the  same  time  was  quite 
cold. 

20M.  Coldness  continued;  the  thermometer  stood  at  only''^2^ 
above  zero  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  the  west  wind  continuing. 
The  lur,  in  consequence  of  this  depression,  became  colder  than  the 
water  of  the  lake,  producing  an  interchange  of  temperature,  and 
the  striking  phenomenon  of  rising  vapor.  The  open  lake  waters 
gave  out  their  latent  heat,  like  a  boiling  pot,  till  the  equilibrium 
was  restored.  This  singular  phenomenon  I  had  seen  before  in  the 
North,  and  it  is  to  be  observed,  in  the  basin  of  the  upper  lakes, 
some  days  every  winter. 

I  received  a  visit  from  Mr.  Barber.  Conversation  on  the  state 
of  religious  knowledge.  .  Do  geology  and  the  natural  sciences 
afford  external  evidence  of  the  truth  of  God's  word  ? 

2l9t.  Atmospheric  temperature  still  low;  the  thermometer  at 
8  o'clock  A.  M.  standing  at  9^  above  zero.  The  harbor  and 
straits,  between  the  island  and t^oint  St.  Ignace,. frozen  over;  but 
the  channel^  in  which  there  is  a  strong  current,  between  the  outer 
edge  of  the  harbor  and  Bound  Island,  stiH  open.  Along  this  edge 
very  deep  water  is  immediately  found,  and  these  waters,  nnder  the 
pressure  of  lake  causes,  rush  with  the  force  of  a  mill^ace. 
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22i*  The  air  is  slightly  warmer,  the  thermometer  statiding  at 
8  o'clock,  A.ltf.,  at  16°  ahove  zero.  The  soldiery  further  request 
of  Mr.  F.  to  hold,  a  Bible  class  i^  the  fort. 

2Sd.  !niO  tempeirature  still  rises  a  few  degrees,  the  thermometer 
standing  at  21°  at  8  o'clock,  A.  M.  The  express  Aroqi  the  SauU 
arrives.     Prepared  my  m^il  matter  and  dispatched  it  to  the  office. 

24tth.  The'  thermometer  falls  £ve  degrees,  standing  at  16°  at  8 
o'clock  A.  M.;  but  in  consequence  of  the  cessation  of  winds  at 
night,  and  accumulation  of  floating  ice,  the  open  districts  of  the 
lake  were  entirely  frozen  over.  Kebec,  the  SauU  expressman, 
went  off  on  his  way  to  Detroit,  at  a  very  early  hour,  walking  on 
the  ice  from  about  abreast  of  the  Old  Still  House,  direct  to  the 
main.  The  thermometer  in  the  fort  was  observed  to  be,  at  one 
time  during  tha  night,  at  6°  below  zerp,  denoting  more  intense  cold 
than  my  8  o^cIock  observation  indicates.  This  is,  therefore,  so  far, 
the  maximum  cold  for  January. 

25th.  A  strong  easterly  wind  broke  up  the  iqe,  which  was  solid, 
as  far  as  the  Light-House,  about  ten  miles,  and  again  exposed  the 
limpid  bosom  of  the  lake  in  that  direction ;  but  it  did  not  disturb 
the  straits  west.  My  son  John  began,  this  day,  to  pronouuise 
^ords  having  the  sound  of  r,  for  which,  agreeably  to  a  natural 
organic  law  recognized  by  philologists,  he  has  heretofore  substituted 
the  sound  o^  Z. 

26f  A..  S.  A  sermon  on  the  inefficacy  of  the  prayer  of  faith  with- 
out submission  to  God's  better  wisdom.  I  was  this  day  set  apart 
as  an  elder. 

27tAr  The  temperature,  which  has  risen  since  the  24th,  still  rises, 
creating  a  perceptible  change  in  feelings.  Visited  Mr.  Agnew,  who 
reached  the  island  from  the  Sault  yesterday. 

28^A.  The  harbor  breaks  up  with  a  south-east  wind,  but  the  ice 
remains  firm  between  the  island  and  the  main,  and  in  the  direction 
to  Pt.  St.  Ignace.  This  wind  is  attended  with  a  farther  moderation 
of  the  temperature.  I  fell  in  descending  the  steep  hill,  which  is 
exposed  to  the  south,  in  coming  back  from  a  visit  to  laeut.  Pen- 
rose, in  the  fort.  This  fort  is  what  engineers  0all  a  taluSf  being, 
as  I  suppose,  the  exact  area,  very  nearly,  of  the  top  of  a  cliff 
overlooking  the  town.  It  was  very  effective  for  controlling  the 
Indians,  but  was  found  in  1812  to  be  commanded  by  a  still  higher 
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point  within  cannon  range,  which  was. seized  and. fortified  by  the 
British, 

This  apex  they  made,  the  site  of  Fort  Creorge;  t^e  Americans 
changed  the  name  to  Fort  Holmes,,  after  a  gallant  officer,  a  Ken- 
tuckian,  who  fell  in  the  Unsuccessful  attempt  of  Col.  Croghan  to 
rqtake  the  island  in  1814. 

29th.  The  temperature  still  rises;  and  is  mild  for  the  season. 
GkLve  each  of  my  children  a  netf  copy  of  the  Scriptures.  If  these 
truths  are  important,  as  is  acknowledged,  they  cannot  too  early 
know  them;     I  visited  Mr.  Mitchells 

30^A.  The  temperature  continues  to  moderate.  Droxe  to  the 
mission,  accompanied  by  Mr.  D.,  to  converse,  at  his  request,  with 
Mr.  Barber,  on  the  unhappy  topics  of  difference  between  him  and 
Mr.  F.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abbott  called  at  my  houisey  in  the  interval^ 
and  were  received  by  Mrs.  S.'  In  the  evening  I  attended*  the 
social  prayer  meeting  at  Mr.  Dousman's. 

&l9t.  The  sun  shone  clear ;  no  snow,  no  high  winds,  but  a  serene 
and  pleasant  atmosphere.  Visits  were  received  from  Maj.  Whistler 
and  Lieut.  Kingsbury.  Conversation  on  the  probable  reception  of 
th^  President's  Message,  &c.,  by  our  next  express. 

This  being  Mrs.  Schoolcraft's  birth-day,  I  presented  her  a  Bible. 

Teb,  lit.  The  miNness  and  pleasantness  of  the  weather  oon- 
tinued.  Drove  out  to  Mr.  Davenport's  with  Mrs.  Schoolcraft  ^sti 
the  children.  Davenport  is  a  Virginian.  He  woe  one  of  the 
residents  driven  off  the  island  by  the  events  of  the  late  war,  and 
was  on  board  of  Commodore  St.  Glair's  squadron,  sailing  around 
the  island,  and  in  sight  of  his  own  home,  during  the  expedition 
to  recapture  the  island,  in  1814.  For  his  sufferings  and  losses  he 
ought  to  have  been  remunerated  by  the  Government,  whom  he 
faithfully,  served. 

Our  second  express  from  Detroit  arrived,  bringing  us  the  ex- 
pected newspaper  intelligence,  and  letters,  from  friends.  Heard  of 
the  alarming  illness  of  my  sister,  in  Oneida  County,  N.'Y. 

2d.  S.  A  sermon  on  the  often-handled  subjects  of  election-  and 
free  grace — ^how  God  elects,  and  how  man  is  free  to  come  himself. 

Sd.  Devoted  to  newspaper  reading.  In  the  evening  attended  the 
monthly  concert. 

4th.  A  small  party  at  dinner,  namely.  Major  Whistler,  Lieut 
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Kingsbury,  Mr.  Agnew,  Mr.  Stuart  the  elder,  Mr.  Abbott,  Mr. 
Donsman,  and  Mr.  Johnston.  The  weather  oontini/es  mild,  dear, 
and  calm.  In  the  evening  I  prepared  my  mail  matter  for  the 
Sault,  intending  to  dispatch  it  by  a  private-  express  to-morrow. 

6th,  Finished  and  dispatched  my.  mail  for  St^  Mary's  by  two 
Indians,  who  set  out  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M.  I  received  an  official 
visit  from  Ossiganac,  and  seven  men  from  the  village  of  L'Arbre 
Crqche.  He  stated  it  to  be  the  wish  of  the  Ottawas,  to  visit 
Washington.  The  reasons  for  such  a  visit*  arose  from  a  desire  to 
see  the  President,  on  the  subject  of  their  lands.  .  Many  of  these 
lands  were  denuded  of  game.  Drummond  Island  had  been  aban** 
doned.  They  thought  themselves  entitled  to  compensation  for  it. 
They  were  poor  itnd  indebted  to  the  traders.  The  settlements 
would  soon  intrude  on  their  territories.  Wood  was  now  cut  for 
the  use  of  steamboats  and  not  paid  for.  They  had  various  topics 
to  confer  about.  This  was,  in  fact,  the  first  move  of  the  Lake 
Indians,  leading  in  the  seqjael  to  the  important  treaty  of  March 
28th,  1836. 

6th.  The  thermometer  is  again  depressed,  and  a  recurrence  of 
easterly  winds. 

7th.  The  depression  of  temperature  creates  the  sensation  of 
coldness  after  the  late  mild  weather,  although  the  thermometer, 
examined  at  8  o'clock,  has  not  fallen  below  26°,  but  six  degrees 
below  the  freezing  point. 

I  embodied  Ossiganac's  remarks  in  a  letter  to  the  Department, 
and  also  requesting  the  survey  of  the  old  grants  under  Wayne's 
Treaty  of  1798.  I  likewise  proposed  the  establishment  of  an 
Indian  Academy  at  Michilimackinack  for  the  Indian  tribes  of  the 
upper  lakes.  Mackinack  has  peculiar  facilities  of  access  in  the 
open  months  for  a  large  circle  of  cognate  tribes  ;  and,  in  view  of  a 
future  cession  of  the  country,  these  tribes  will  possess  ample  means. 
I  wrote  to  my  sister  Catharine,  in  the  prospect  of  her  dying  of 
consumption;  directing  her  mind  to  the  great  moral  remedy  in 
the  intercession  of  Christ. 

Sth.  Our  third  express  for  Detroit  left  this  morning.  The  d&y 
was  clear  and  calm,  with  the  thermometer  at  80°  at  8  o'clock.  I 
began  sketching  some  remarks,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  American 
Lyceum,  on  the  best  mode  of  educating  the  Indians. 

9thi  S.  Mild.  An  Indian  wospuui  was  buried  to-day,  who  has 
80 
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borne  the  chaDacter  of  a  Cliristian.  As  her  end  drew  near  she  said 
she  did  not  fear  to  ^'  pass  through  the  valley  of  death. ' '  She  appew- 
ed  to  be'  prepared  to  die,  and  had  the  testimony  of  Christians  in  h«r 
behalf,  many  of  whom  attended  her  funeral.  As  a  general  faot, 
the  Christian  Indians  whom  I  have  known,  seize, with  great  sim- 
plicity of  faith  on.  an  Intercessor  and  his  promises.         ^ 

10th.  Mild.  In  consequence  of  the  protracted  mildness  of  the 
weather,  Indians  from  Thunder  Bay  visited  the  office.  They 
spoke  of  the  meteoric  phenomenon  of  November.  I  asked  the 
leader  of  the  party  what  he  thought  of  it.  He  replied  that  it  be- 
tokened evil  to  the  Indian  rac^^— that  sickness  would  visit  them 
calamitously. 

In  the  evening  the  wind  veered  from  a  favorable  quarter  sud- 
denly to  the  north,  producing  a  strong  sensation  of  cold. 

12th.  Dine  with  Kingsbury. 

13^A.  Dine  with  Mitchell.  In  the  afternoon  Mr.  F.  and  Mr. 
D.  met  by  appointment  at  my  house,  to  endeavor  to  close  their  ac- 
counts and  terminate  their  difficulties. 

lAth.  Yesterday's  effort  to  compromise  matters  between  F.  and 
D.  .was  continued  and  brought  to  a  close,  so  far  as  respected  items 
of  account;  but  this  left  unhealed  the  wounds  caused  by  mutual  hard 
thoughts,  of  a  moral  character,  and  for  which  there  has  seemed,  to 
Christians,  in  Mr.  D.,.  a  cause  of  disciplinary  inquiry.  I  felt 
friendly  to  Mr.  D.,  and  thought  that  he  was  a  man  whose  pride 
and  tempef,  and  partly  Christian  ignorance,  had  iAduced  to  stand 
unwittingly  in  error.  But  he  took  counsel  of  those  who  do  not 
appear  to  have  been  actuated  by  the  most  conciliatory  views.  He 
stood  upon  his  weakest  points  with  an  iron  brow  and  '^sinews  of 
brass." 

15th.  Yisited  Mr.  Barber.  Meeting  in  the  evening  at  Mr. 
Mitchell's. 

16th.  Snow. 

nth.  The  temperature  fell  several  degrees,  and  lake  closed,  as 
seen  at  a  distance.  I  finished  my  remarks  for  the  Amenean  Ly- 
ceum. 

18th.  Engaged  in  pursuing  iir.  F.'s  lectures,  delivered  at  a 
prior  time,  on  the  character  and  differences  between  the  Ptotestant 
and  Romish  Churches. 

19th.  The  weathef  assumes  a  milder  turn,  and  gives  us  rain. 
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MeBsra.  Fw  and  D^  Jiaving  called  on  Mr.  Jklitdiell,  renew  their 
meeting  at  my  house. 

20tA.  Bain  and  thnnder. 

2I9L,  Temperate;  sinks  apd  turns  cold  in  the  evening. 

22(2.  Cold,  witli  some  snow. 
'  28<2.  Thermometer  continues  to  sink,  and  the  ice  is  Reported  as 
having  become  strong  everywhere. 

24^  llie  third  express  from  Detroit  came  in  at  an.  early  hour, 
and  my  letters  and  papers  were  brought  in  before  breakfast. 
During  breakfast  I  opened  a  letter,  announcing  the  death  of  my 
sister  Catharine,. on  ihe  9th  of  January,  at  Vernon,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Agnew  and  ^Mr.  Chapman,  who  have  beeh  guests  on  the 
island,  set  omt,for  the  Sault.  The  lake  is  now  finally  and  strongly 
closed  by  a  covering  of  solid  ice.  Trains  cross  to-day,  for  the  first 
time,  to  Point  St.  Ignace. 

25th.  Mr.  Levakcy  another  guest  on  the  island,  called  at  eight 
o'clock  for  my  letters,  with  a  view  of  overtaking  the  party  who 
left  yesterday. 

2Qth.  Wind  west,  and  so  strong  as  to  drive  the  ice  out  between 
the  harbor  and  the  light-house,  but  did  not  affect  the  harbor  itself, 
nor  the  straits. 

'27th.  Snow  and  rain.  Richardson  May,  a  discharged  soldier, 
and  Manito  Qeezhig  (Spirit-sky),  a  Chippewa  Indian,  arrived  with 
the  express  mail  for  Saginaw. 

2Sth.  The  weather  id  mild  again.  An  express  from  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company  departed  for  Saginaw,' at  seven  o'clock  A.,M. 
The  adverb /' fiducially"  first  brought  to  my  notice,  as  the  sy- 
nonym of  coiifidently,  steadily.  Finished  the  perusal' of  Mr.  F.'s 
manuscript  lectures  on  the.  Romish  Church.  Think,  them  an  off- 
hand practical  appeal  to  truth,  clear  in  method,  forcible  in  Ulus- 
tration.  Learning  and  research,  such  as  are  to  be  drawn  from 
books  other  than  the  Bible,  have  not  been  evidently  relied  on. 
They  might  not  do  to  print  without  revision.  The 'New  Testament 
does  not,  as  an  example,  declare  that  Peter  ever  was  at  Rome, 
and  yet  that  fact,  got  from  other  sources,  is  much  relied  on  by 
ihatOhurch« 

March  l«f.  The  change  in  temperature  continues.   It  is  so  mild 
sad  warm  that  the  snow  melts. 
id.  S.  Mild^  and  Sabbath  exercise  as  usual. 
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Sd.  The  temperatare  falls,  and  it  becoines  senaibly  cold  and 
wintry.     The  sky  and  lower  atmosphere,  however,  remain  clear. - 

Gadottc,  an  expressman  from  La  Pointe,  Lake  Superior,  ^urriTed 
in  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  with  letters  from  Mr.  Warren,  "bjtias 
W.,  Miss  D.  and  Mr.  J.,  pass  the  evening. 

4M.  Weather  mild  ;  snow  soft  and  sloppy.  Receive- viaita  from 
Mr.  Abbott,  Mr.  Ferry,  and  Mr.  Mitchell. 

bih.  Snow  has  melted  so  much,  in  Consequence  of  the  t^hange 
of  temperature,  that  I  am  compelled  to  stop  my  team  from  draw- 
ing wood.  The  ice  is  so  bad  that  it  is  dangerous  to  cross.  The 
lake  hf^s  been  open  from  the  point  of  the  village  to  the  light-house, 
since  the  tempest  of  the  26th  ultimo.  The  broad  lake  below  the 
latter  point  has  been  open  all  winter.  The  lake  west  has  been, 
in  fetct,  fast  and  solidly  frozen,  so  as  to  be  crossed  with  trains,  but 
twelve  days ! 

Mr.  Warren's  express  set  out  for  Lake  Superior  this  morning. 
Our. fourth  express. from  Detroit  came  in  during  the  evening, 
bringing  New  York  dates  to  the  4th  of  February. 

&th.  The  evidences  of  the  approach  of  spring  continue.  .The 
sun  shines  with  a  clear  power,  unobstructed  by  clouds*  &iow  and 
ice  melt  rapidly.     Visited  the  Mission'^  house  in  the  evening. 

Wu  Clouds  intercept  the  sun's  rays.  An  east  wind  broke  up 
the  ice  in  the  harbor,  and  drives  n^uch  floating  ice  up  the  lake. 

%th  The  wind  drives  away  the  broken  and  floating  ice  from  the 
harbor,  and  leaves  all  clear  between  it  and  Round  Island.  It  be- 
came  cold  and  freezing  in  the  afternoon.  Conference  and  prayer 
meetings  at  my  house. 

Qth.  Very  slippery,  and  bad  walking,  and  icy  roads.     Freezes. 

lO^A.  In  consequence  of  the  increase  of  cold,  iand  the  preva- 
lence of  a  calm  during  the  night,  there  was  formed  a  complete 
coating  of  ice  over  the  bay,  extending  to  Round  Island.  This  ice 
was  two  inches  thick.  Mrs.  Schoolcraft  spent  the  evening  at  Mrs. 
Dpusman's.  On  coming  home,  about  nine  o'clocl^,  we  found  the 
ice  suddenly  and  completely  broken  up  by  a  south  wind,  and  heaped 
up  along  shore. 

11th.  Harbor  and  channel  quite  clear ;  the  weather  ha&  assluned 
a  mildness,  although  the  sky  is  overcast,  and  snoW  drifted  in  the 
roads  during  the  mdming.     Miss  Jones,  Mr.  D..  Stuart,  Dr.  Tur-" 
ner,  and  Mr,  J<)hnBton  spent  the  evening  with  me..    . 
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12th.  Filled  my  ice-hoase  with  ice  of  a  granular  and  indifferent 
quality,  none  other  to  be  had. 

ISth.  Mildy- thawing,  dpring-like  weather.  Visits  by  Captain 
and  Mrs.'Bamum. 

lith.  About  eight  o'clock  this  mornings  a  vessel  from  Detroit 
dropped  anchor  in  the  harbor,  causing  all  hearts  to  be  gay  at  the 
termination  of  our  wintry  exclusion  from  the  world.  It  proved 
to  be  the  ^^  Commodore  Lawrence,"  of  Huron,  Ohio,  on  a  trip  to 
Green  Bay.  Our  last  vessel  left  the  harbor  on  the  18th  of  De- 
cember, making  the  period  of  our.  incarceration  just  eighty-five 
days,  or  but  two  and  a  half  months.  Visited  by  Lie)it..  and  Mrs. 
Lavenwortb. 

loth.  Mild  and  pleasant.  Plucked  the  seed  of  the  mountain 
ash  in  front  of  the  agency  dwelling,  and  planted  it  on  the  face  of 
the  cliff  behind  the  house.  Mr.  Chapman  arrived  with  express 
news  f^m  the  SauU. 

16th.  S.  Anni-me-awgee-zhick'Ud^  as  the  Indians  term  it,  and 
a  far  more  appropriate  term  it  is  than  the  unmeaning  Saxon  phrase 
of  Sunday. 

Vlth.  Yerj  mild  and  pleasant. day.  The  snow  is'i;apidly  disap- 
pearing under  the  influence  of  the  sun.  Mackinack  stands  on  a 
horse-shoe  bay,  on  a  narrow  southern  slope  of  land,  having  cliffs 
and  high  lands  immediately  back  of  it,  some  three  hundred  feet 
maximum  height.  It  is,  therefore,  exposed  to  the  earliest  influ- 
ences of  spring,  and  they  develop  themselves  rapidly.  Mr.  Hul- 
bert  arrived  from  the  SauU  in  the  morning,  bringing  letters  from 
Rev.  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Audrain,  my  sub-agent  at  that  point,  &c. 

18th.r  Wind  southerly.  Thi&  drives  the  ice  fr^m  the  peninsula 
into  the  harbor,  it  th6n  shifts  west,  and  drives  it  down  the  lake. 
A  lowering  sky  ends  with  a  sprinkling  of  rain  in  the  forenoon ;  it 
then  clears  up,  and  the  sun-  appears  in  the  afternoon.  Dr.  Turner 
visits  me  at  the  office.  Conversation  turns  on  my  translations  into 
the  Indian,  and  the  principles  of  the  language.  An  Indian  has  a 
term  for  man  and  for  white ;  but,  when  he  wishes  to  express  the 
sense  of  white  man,  he  employs  neither.  Ho  then  compounds  the 
term  wa-bish-kiz-zi — that  is,  white  person. 

19th.  The  weather  is  quite  spring-like.  Prune  cherry  trees  and 
currant  bushes.  Transplant  plum  tree  sprouts.  Messrs.  Biddle 
and  Drew  finish  preparing  their  vessel,  and  anchor  her  out. 
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20th.  The  tbermometer  sinks  to  18^  at  eight  o'clock  A.  M. 
Snows,  and  is  boisterous  all  day,  the  wind  being  north-east. 

2l8L  The  snow,  which  has  continued  falling  all  night,  is  twelve 
to  fourteen  inches  deep  in  the  morning;  being  the  heaviest  fall  of 
snow,  at  one  time,  all  winter.     Some  ice  is  formed.  • 

22(2.  The  body  of  snow  on  the  ground,  and  tha-  continuance  of 
cold,  give  quite  a  wintery  aspect  to  the  landscape.  In  the  couve 
of  the  day,  Mr.  Ferry,  Mr.  Mitchell,  and  Mr.  Stuart  call. 

28d.  S.  Cold. 

2ith.  Wintery  feeling  and  aspect. 

25th,  The  temperature  still  sinks.  Visits  from  Mr.  Mitchell, 
Mr.  -Ferry,  and  Mr.  Stuart.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell,  Mr.  Hulbert, 
Mr.  Chapman,  and  Mr.  Johnston  spend  the  evening. 

26th.  Drove,  with  Mr.  Ferry,  to  Mr.  Boyd's^  and  thence  to 
Mr.  Davenport's. 

27th.  Ice  still  lingers  in  the  harbor,  but  the  day  is  clear  and 
sunshiny,  and  the  snow  melts  rapidly.  Visit  the  mission,  and  in- 
quire into  the  effects  of  its  government  and  diseipline  on  the  cha- 
racter of  the  boys,  one  or  two  of  whom  have  been  recently  the 
subject  of  some  scandals.  Accompanied  in  this  visit  by  Mr.  Hul- 
bert,  Mr.  Stuart,  and  Mr.  Mitchell.  Thomas  Shepard,  a  mission 
boy,  calls  on  me  at  an  early  hour,  and  states  his  contrition  for  his 
agency  in  any  reports  referred  to. 

2Sth.  Weather  mild;  snow  melts;  wind  S.  W. ;  some  raiii. 

With  this  evening's  setting  sun, 
Tears  I  number  forty-one. 

Visited  the  officers  in  the  fort.  Bode  out  in  my  carriage  in  the 
evening,  with  Mrs.  Schoolcraft,  to  see  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferry.  Satan's  emissaries  appear  to  be  busy  in 
circulating  scandal  respecting  our  pastor,  Mr.  F.,.a  person  of 
high  moral  worth  and  probity. 

To  put  these  down  effectively,  it  appears  necessary  to  probe 
them  to  the  bottom,  and  ascertain  their  length  and  breadth.  This 
was  a  duty  of  the  eldership,  and  it  could  be  thoroughly  performed 
without  fear,  respecting  a  man  of  Mr.  F.'s  character.  It  was  neces- 
sary, I  founds  to  unmask  all  the  actors.  The  scandal  appears  to  be 
one  originating  with  certain  Metif  boys  of  the  Missioh  school.  One 
of  these,  it  was  averred,  had  looked  through  the  key-hole  of  the 
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I  . 

common  parlor  door  of  the  Mission  house,  and  beheld  the  Bev. 
Mr.  F.  sitting  near  a  Miss  S.,  one  of  the  assistant  missionaries  of 
the  establishment.  The  door  was  locked.  The  haijr  of  the  youDg 
lady  was  dishevelled ;  her  comb  had  fallen  on  the  floor.  It  was 
early  in  the  morning.  Another  boy  was  called  to  look ;  ho  change 
of  position  wuA  observed — nothing  that  wa3  not  i^espectful  and 
proper.   .        " 

This  story  w^s  detailed,  a  nig^t  or  two  afterwards,  by  Thomas 
Shepard,  one  of  the  boys,  at  a  drinking  conclave  in  the  viUag6, 
where  b<m  vivantij  and  some  persons  inimical  to -Mr.  F.  were  pre- 
sent, and  created  high  merriment.  From  that  den  it  was  spread. 
It  appeared  that  Miss  S.  had,  for  some  time,  had  doubts  on  t£e 
subject  of  her  conversion,  and  sought  a  conversatioh  with  her  pas- 
tor to  resolve  them. 

29th.  Moderate  temperature  continues..  A  meeting  of  sonjie  of 
the  leading  persons  of  the  place,  citizens  and  :'officers,  at  whiih 
statements,  embracing  the  above  narrative,  were  Qiade,  which  were 
quite  satisfactory  in  regard  to  the  reports  above  mentioned.  The 
reports  arQ  traced  to  a  knot  of  free  livers,  free  drinkers,  and  in- 
fidels, who  meet  a-nights,  in  the  village,  to  be  ^  merry,  and  who 
drew  some  of  the  mission  boys  into  their  revelries.  A  case  of 
discipline  in  the  church,  whicji  led,  finally,  to  the  excommunica- 
tion of  one  of  the  leading  persons  of  the  place,  h(i9. raised  enemies 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  F.,  who  were  present  at  these  oirgiesy  and  helped 
to  spread  the  report. 

SOth.  Service  as  usual,  but  more  than  usually  interesting. 

31^^  Mild  weather  continues ;  clear  and  suniny ;   snow  melts. 
The  remaining  ice  is  completely  broken  up  by  an  easterly  windv, 
Visit  Mr.  Stuart*8  child,  which  is  very  low. 

April  lit.  A  dark  drizzly  morning  terminates  before  ten  o'clock 
in  rain.  It  cleared  away  at  noon;  the  brok^  i(»  of  the  day  and 
night  previous,  is  mpstly  driven  down  the  lake  by  westerly  winds. 

Satisfied  of  the  excellency  of  the  mission  school,  I  sent  my 
children  to  it  this  morning.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Ferry,  Rev.  Mr.  Bar- 
ber, Mr.  Mitchell,  Mr.  D.  Stuart,  and  Mr. .  Chapman  dine  with 
me.  In  the  evening,  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Bamunl,  Sind  Lieut.  Kings- 
bury make  a  visit. 

2(2,  The  harbor  is  now  entirely  clear  of.  ice,  with  a  west' wind. 
Wrote  to  Rev.  D.  Greene,  Missionary  Rooms,  Boston,  giving  my 
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opinion  ■  respecting  the  establishment  of  a  mission  among  the 
Odjibwas  at  Fond  du  Lac,  Lake  Superior. 

3(2.  Pleasant,  mild,  clear.  Winter  has^now  clearly  relaxed  hiB 
hold.  Indians  who  came  in  to-day  from  L'Arbre  Groche,  report 
that  the  ice  is,  howeyer,  still  firm  at  Point  Wa-gosh-ains  (little 
Fox  Point),  on  the  straits  above.  This  point  forms  the  bight  of 
the  straits,  some  twenty  miles  off,  at  their  entrance  into  Lake 
Michigan.  Attended  the  funeral  of  William  Dolly,  a  Metif  boy, 
of  Indian  extraction. 

4:th.  The  season  is  visibly  advancing  in  its  warmth  and  mildness. 
Began  to  prepare  hot-beds.  Set  boxes  for  flowers  and  tabs  for 
roots. 

5th.  The  mission  schooner  ^'Supply"  leaves  the  harbor  on  her 
first  trip  to  Detroit,  with  a  fine  west  wind,  carrying  our  recent 
guests  from  St.  Mary's.  Transplant  flowering  shrubs.  Miss 
McFarland  passes  the  day  with  Mrs.  Schoolcraft  at  the  agency. 

Tth.  Cloudy  but  mild.  A(^*usting  fixtures  for  gooseberry  bushes, 
&o. 

Sth,  Superintending  the  construction  of  a  small  ornamental 
mound  and  side  wall  to  the  piazza,  for  shrubbery  and  flowers. 
Books  are  now  thrown  by  for  the  excitement  of  horticulture.  Some 
Indians  visit  the  office.  It  is  remarkable  what  straits  and  suffer- 
ing these  people  undergo  every  winter  for  a  bare  existence.  They 
struggle  against  cold  and  hunger,  and  are  very  grateful  for.  the 
least  relief.  Kitte-mau-giz-ze  Slio-wain-e-min^  is  their  common 
expression  to  an  agcut — I  am  poor,  show  me  pity,  (or  rather)  charity 
me ;  for  they  use  their  substantives  for  verbs. 

9^A.  The  schooner  '^  White  Pigeon,"  (the  name  of  an  Indian 
chief,)  enters  the  harbor,  with  a  mail  from  Detroit.  *^  A  mail!  a 
mail !"  is  the  cry.  Qld  Saganosh  and  five  Indian  families  come  in. 
The  Indians  start  up  Arom  their  wintering  places,  as  if  from  a  ceme- 
tery. They  seem  almost  as  lean  and  hungry  as  their  dogs — ^for  an 
Indian  always  has  dogs — and,  if  they  fare  poor,  the  dogs  fare 
poorer. 

Resumed  my  preparations  at  tlve  garden  hot^beds. 

The  mail  brought  me  letters  from  Washington,  speaking  of  po- 
litical excitements.  The  project  for  an  Indian  academy  is  bluffed 
off,  by  saying  it  should  come  through  the  Delegate.     Major  Whit- 
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ing  writes  that  he  is  authorized  to  have  a  road  surveyed  iron) 
Saginaw  to  Maokinack.    .  - 

10th.'  Engaged  at  my  horticultural  moun4.  The  weather  con- 
tinue mild. 

11th.  Transplanting  cherry  trees. 

,12th.  Complete  hot-bed,  and  sow  it  in  part. 

I'tth.  The  calmness  and  mildness  of  the  last  few  days  arq  con- 
tinued.    Spring  advances  rapidly. 

lo^A.  Mild,  strong  wind -from  the  west,  but  falls  at  evening. 
Write  to  Washington  respecting  an  Indian  academy. 

Walking  with  the  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Ferry  through  the  second. street 
of  the  village  (M.),  leading  south,  as  we  came  near  the  comer, 
.tuuiing  to  Ottawa  Point,  he  pointed  out  to  me,  on  the  right  hand, 
half  of  a  large  door,  painted  red,  arched  and  filled  with  nails, 
which  tradition  asserts  was  the  half  of  the  door  of  the  JRoman 
Catholic  church  at  old  Mackinack.  The  fixtures  of  the  church, 
as  of  other  buildings,  were  removed  and  set  up  on  this  spot.  I 
afterwards  saw  the  other  half  of  the  door  standing  against  an  ad- 
joining house. 

16th.  Wiiid  westerly.  Begin  to  enlarge  piazza  to  the  agency. 
A  party  of  Beaver  Island  Indians  come  in,  and  report  the  water 
of  the  Straits  as  clear  of  ice,  and  the  navigation  for  some  days 
open. 

The  schooner  "President,"  from  Detroit,  dropped  anchor  in  the 
evening. 

17^A.  The  schooners  "Lawrence,"  "White  Pigeon,"  and  "Pre- 
sident," left  the  harbor  this  morning,  On  their  way  to  various  ports 
on  Lake  Michigan,  and  we  are  once  more  united  to  the  commercial 
world,  on  the  great  chain  of  lakes  above  and  below  us.  The 
"Lawrence,"  it  will  be  remembered,  entered  the  harbor  on  the 
14th  of  March,  and  has  waited  thirty-two  days  for  the  Straits  to 
open. 

ISth.  Wind  N.  B,,  chilly.  It  began  to  rain  after  twelve  o'clock 
A.  M.,  which  was  much  wanted  by  the  gardens,  as  we  have  had  no 
rain  for  nearly  a  month.  All  this  while  the  sun  has  poured  down 
its  rays  on  our  narrow  pebbly  plain  under  the  cliffs,  and  made  it 
quite  dry. 

I  was  present  this  morning  at  the  Mission,  at  the  examination 
of  the  Metif  boy  Thomas  Shepard,  and  i^as  surprised  at  the  reck- 
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lessness  and  torpidity  of  his  moral  coorae,  ds  disclosed  by  himself, 
and,  at  the  announcement  of  the  names  of  his  abettors. 

The  fate  of  this  boy  was  singtdar.  He  set  ont  albne  to  return 
to  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  where  his  relations  lived,  across  the  wilderness. 
After  striking  the  main  land,  his  companions  returned.  All  that 
was  ever  heard^of  hin^ afterwards,  was  the  report  of  Indians  whom 
I  sent  to  follow  his  trail,  sbs  the  season  6pened,.who  found  a  spot 
where  he  had  attempted,  unsuccessfully,  to  strike- a  fice  and  encamp. 
From  obscure  Indian  reports  from  the  channels  called  Cheiios,  the 
Indians  there  had  been  alarmed  by  news  of  the  inroada  of  Na-do- 
was  (Iroquois),  and  seeing  some  one  on  the  shore,  in  a  questionable 
plight,  they  fired  and  killed  him.  This  is  supposed  to  have  been 
Thomas  Shepard.  •    .       -      /  •  ' 

19th,  Wind  westerly-— chilly — Ksloudyr— dark. 
^20th.  The  "Austerlitz,"  and  "Prince  Eugene,"  two  of  Mr. 
Newbery's  vessels,  arrived  during  the  afternoon.     Bain  fell  in  the 
evening. 

21st,  The  schooner  "  Nancy  Dousman"  arrived  in  the  morning 
from  below.  A  change  of  weather  supervened.  Wind  N.  E.,  with 
snow.  The  ground  is  covered  with  it  to  the  depth  of  one  or  two 
inches.     Water  frozen,  giving  a  sad  check  to  vegetation. 

22d.-  This  morning  develops  &  north-ea^t  storm,  during  which 
the  "Nancy  Dousman"  is  wrecked,  but  all  the  cargo  saved:  a  proof 
that  the  harbor  is  no  refuge  from  a  north-easter.  The  wind  abates 
in  the  evening. 

28(2.  Wind  west,  cloudy,  rainy,  and  some  sleet.  About  mid- 
night the  schooner  "  Oregon"  came  in,  having  rode  out  the  tempest 
under  Point  St.  Ignace. 

24fA.  Stil}  cold  and  backward,  the  air  not  having  recovered  its 
equilibrium  since  the  late  storm. 

25th,  Cloudy  and  cold — ^flurries  of  snow  during  the  day. 

26th.  The  weather  recovers  its  warm  tone,  giving  a  calm  sky 
and  clear  isunshine.  The  snow  of  the  21st  rapidly  disappears,  and 
by  noon  is  quite  gone,  and  the  weather  ia  quite  pleasant.  The 
vessels  in  the  harbor  continue  their  voyages. 

27th,  S.  A  beat  reaches  us  from  the  Sault,  showing  the  Straits 
and  River  St.  Mary  to  be  open.  It  brought  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clark, 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  who  occupies  Mr,  F.'s  position, 
before  the  soldiery,  in  the  evening. 
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28th.  The  atiposphere  is  still  overcast,  although  the  thermometer 
ranges  high. 

Levake,  a  trader  for  the  Indian  country,  went  off  alout  two  . 
o'clock  P.  M.  On  granting  him  his  license,  I  directed  him  to  take 
no  ardent  spirits.  He  therefore  ordered  a  barrel  of  whisky  to  be 
taken  back  to  the  American  Fur  Company's  store,  where  he  had 
purchased  it.  Mr«  Abbot,  the  agent,  sent  it  back  to  him.  Mr. 
Levake  finally  remanded  it.  Mr;  Abbot  said,  "  Why !  Mr.  School- 
craft has  lio  authority  to  prevent  your  taking  it!''  The  moment) 
in  fact,  the  boats  leave  the  island  they  enter  the  Indian. country/ 
where  the  act  provides  that  this  article  shall  not  be  taken  on  any 
pretence.  Jhis  was  an  open  triumph  of  the  Agent  of  the  United 
States  against  the  Fur  Company.  I  wrote  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bout- 
well,  at  Leech  Lake,  by  this  opportunity. 

29th.  The  atmosphere  has  regained  its  eqmlibdum  fully.    It  is  - 
mild  throughout  the  day.   .Indians  begin  to  come  in  freely  from 
the  adjacent  shores.     Sow  radishes  and  other  early  seeds. 

SOth.  The  schooner  "Napoleon,"  and  the  "Eliza,"  froin  Lake 
Ontario,  icome  in.  The  Indian  world,  also,  seems  to  have  awaked 
from  its  winter's  xepose.  Pabaumitabi  visits  the  office  with  a  large 
retinue  of  Ottawas.  Shabowawa  with  his  band  appear  from  the 
Chenoes.  Vessels  and  canoes liow  again  crosa  each  other's  traok' 
in  the  harbor. 
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Visit  to  Isle  Rond — Site  of. an  ancient  Indian  village— -Ossoarie — Indian  pro- 
phet— Traditions  of  Chusco  and  Ton  respecting  the  ancient  Tillage  and 
bone  deposit — Indian  speech^Tradition  of  Mrs:  La  Froinboise  respecting 
Chicago — Etymology  of  the  name — Origin  of  the  Bonga  family  among  the 
€hippewa8-r>  Traditions  of  Vianoo.ur — Of  Nolan — Of  the  chief  4^<li^^ 
gonaibe,  and  of  Sagitondowa — Evidences  of  antique  cultivation  on  the  Is- 
land of  Mackinack — View  of  affairs-  at  Washington — The  Senate  an  area 
of  intellectual  excitement — A  road  directed  to  be  cut  through  the  wilder- 
ness from  Saginaw^-TraditioBs  of  Ossaganac  and  of  Little  Bear  Skin  re- 
specting the  Lake  Tribes. 

I  ■ 

1834.  May  \%U  At  last  "  the  winter  is  gone  and  past/'  and  the 
voice  of  the  robin,  if  not  of  the  "turtle,"  begins  to  be  heard  in 
the  land.  The  whole  day  is  mild,  clear,  and  pleasant,  notwith- 
standing a  moderate  wind  from  the  east.  The  schooner  "  Huron" 
comes  in  without  a  mail — a  sad  disappointment,  as  we  have  been 
a  long  time  without  one. 

I  strolled  up  over  the  cliffs  with  my  children,  after  their  return 
from  school  at  noon,  to  gather  wild  flowers,  it  being  May-day. 
Wo  came  in  with  the  spring  beauty,  called  miacodeed  by  the  In- 
dians, the  adder^s  tongue,  and  some  wild  violets. 

The  day  being  fine  and  the  lake  calm,  I  visited  the  Isle  Rond — 
the  locality  of  an  old  and  long  abandoned  village.  On  landing  on 
the  south  side,  discovered  the  site  of  an  ancient  Indian  town — an 
open  area  of  several  acres,  with  graves  and  boulder  grave  stones. 
Deep  paths  had  been  worn  to  the  water.  The  graves  had  in- 
closurcs,  more  or  less  decayed,  of  cedar  and  birch  bark,  and  the 
whole  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  last  occupied  about  seventy 
years  ago.  Yot  the  graves  were,  «as  usual,  east  and  west.  I  dis- 
covered near  this  site  remains  of  more  ancient  occupancy,  in  a 
deposit  of  human  bones  laid  in  a  trench  north  and  south.  This 
had  all  the  appearance  of  one  of  the  antique  ossuaries,  constructed 
by  an  elder  race,  who  collected  the  bones  of  their  dead  periodi- 
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callj.     The  Indians  call  this  island  Min-nU-aUy  Little  Island. 
Speaking  of  it,  the  local  termination  ing  is  added. 

Daring  the  day  the  old  Indian  prophet  Ghusco  came  in,  having 
passed  the  winter  at  Chingossamo's  Tillage  on  the  Gheboigan 
Biver,  accompanied  by  an  Indian  of  that  village,  who  calls  himself 
Yon,  which  is  probably  a  corruption  of  John,  for  he  says  that 
his  father  was  an  Englishman,  and  his  mother  a  Chippewa  of  St. 
Mary's, 

Ghusco  and  Ton  concur  in  stating  that  the  old  toWn  on  Round 
Island  was  Chi  Naigow^s,  where  he  and  Aishquonaibee's'"  fsither 
ruled.  Jt  was  a  large  village,  occupied  still  while  the  British  h^ld 
old  Mackinack,  and  not  finallj^  abandoned  until  after  the  occtt- 
pahcy  of  the  island-post.  It  consisted  of  Chippewas.  Ghi  Naigow 
afterwards  went  to  a  bay  of  Boisblanc,  where  the  public  whairf 
now  is,  where  he  Cultivated  land  and  died.t 

These  Indians  also  state,  that  at  the  exiBtence  of  the  town  on 
Round  Island,  a  large  Indian  village  was  seated  around  the  pre- 
sent harbo^  of  Mackinack,  and  the  Indians  cultivated  gardens 
there.  Yon  says,  that  at  that  time  there  was  a  stratuin  of  bUck 
earth  over  the  gravel,  and  that  it  was  not  bare  gravel  as  it  is 
now.^    (He  iB  speaking  of  the  shores. of  the  harbor.) 

Yon  says  that  a  man,  called  ^Sagitondoifa,  is  now  living  at 
Chingassamo's  village,  who  once  lived  in  Ghi  Naigow's  village  at 
Minhissais— and  that  he  is  about  his  age.  Yon  was  about  seventy. 
He  further  isays  that  the  traverse  to  Old  Mackinack  was.  mad^ 
directly  from  the  old  town  on  Round  Island^  and  that  it  was  from 
thence  they  went  over  to  get  rum. 

Chusco  made  the  following  speech  :  ^'  Nosa,  when  I  first  spoke 
to  you  it  was  at  the  camp  of  the  Strong  Wind  (Gen.  "Wayne). 
You  then  told  me  that  I  should  not  be  troubled  with  the  smoke, 
(meaning  intrusion  from  settlement.)  It  was  said  to  me  that  a 
place  should  be  provided  by  our  Great  Father  for  us.  My  hoipe 
was  then  at  Waganukizzi,  the  place  of  the  crotched  ttee  (L' Arbr^ 
Crodie).  , 

^^  About  twenty  men  had  the  courage  to  go,  and  united  in  the 

♦  A  Chief  of  Grand  Traverse. 

t  Hb  daughter,  who  was  most  likely  to  know,  says  he  died  at  Maniita.* 
See  prior  part  of  Journal. 
X  At  Mackinaok,  they,  in  some  places,  raise  potatoes  in  clean  gravel. 
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treaty.  Ghemokoman  was  one  of  them.  The  old  chief  Nis* 
kaazhinmna  did  not  go.  He  was  afraid  of  the  Americans.  I 
carried  my  ancient  implements,  Which  you  know  I  hare  foreFer  laid 
aside.    (He  was  the  Seer.) 

'^  The  English  did  not  come  up  to  their  promises.  The  land  was 
lost.  The  posts  were  lost.  They  were  all  givea  up,  and  we  only 
were  the. sufferers.    Hard  is  our  fate. 

^^  Strong  Wind  said  to  the  chiefs  that  there  should  be  a  place  for 
the  old  and  disabled,  where,  they  should  hava  food.  We  were  ab- 
sent, at  this  treaty  all  summer.    We  came  back  late  in  the  fall. 

Forty  winters  haye  past.  I  am -poor  and  old,  and  cannot  go 
about  any  more.  Look  at  me.  I  want  a  .house  and  a  shelter. 
TeU  me,  shall  I  have  it  ?"* 

2d.  ^aying,  on  the  19th  of  April,  called  the  attention  of  Mrs. 
La  Fromboise,  an  aged  Metif  lady,  to  the  former  stajte  of  things 
here,  she  says  that  the  post  of  Chicago  was  first  established  under 
JInglish  rule,  by  a  negro  man  named  Pdinte  aux  SabUsj  who  was 
«  respectable  man. 

The  etymology  of  Chicago  appears  to  be  this : — 

phi-cag,  AxLimal  of  ike  Leek  or  Wild  Onuni.  ,. 

Chi-cafi^wims,     The  Wild  Leek  or  Fole^at  Plant.      . 
Chi-ca>go,     *        Place  of  ike  Wild  Leek. 

She  also  says  that  Captain.  Robinson,  while  commanding  at 
Mackinack,  discharged  a  negro  servant  named  Bohga,  who  after- 
wards, with  his  wife,  purchased  the  house  and  lot  in  which  Mr. 
Wendell  now  lives  (the  old  red  house  next  Dousman's,  south), 
where  he  kept  a  tavern,  'and  maintained  a  respeciAble  character. 
He  afterwards  sold  out  and  went  to  Detroit,  and  lived  with  Mr. 
Meldfum. 

She  adds  :  ^^  The  son  of  this  Bonga  was  tiie  late  Bonga,  who 
died  as  a  cpmrne  at  Lake  Winnepec,  of  the  Fond  du  Li^  Depart- 
ment. The  present  Stephen  Bonga  of 'Folleavoine,  a  trustworthy 
trader,  is  the  grandson  of  this  Bonga— Robinson's  freed  slave. 
His  connections  are  Chippewas,  and  all  speak  the  Chippewa  lan- 
guage fluently. 

«  In  th«^  treaty  of  28th  March,  1836,  a  dormitory  was  proTided  for  the 
Indians  visiting  the  post  of  Mackinack.  Chiuco  waa  granted  an.  annuhj  in 
coin. 
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Having  seen  and  known  this  Bonga,  the  grandson,  I  was  Jed  to 
remark  that  climate  and  intermarriage  have  had  little  or  no  ap- 
preciable effect  on  the  color  of  the  skin. 

The  traditions  of  Mr.  Yiancourt,  one  of  the  oldest  Fi'^nch  ren- 
dents  of  Point  St.  Ignace,  who  visited  the  office  (24th  April),  relate 
that  he  was  bom  the  year  Montreal  was  taken,  1759.  That 
Mackinack  (the  island)  was  first  occupied  four  years  after. 

He  further  says  that  Gov.  Sinclair  built  ja  small  fort  on  Black 
River,  and  that  he  gave  his  name  to  that  part  of  the  straits  which 
have  since  been  called  St.  Glair. "*"  Says  he  has  l)een  on  the  island, 
forty-seven  years,  consequently  came  in  1788. 

The  late  Mr.  J.  B.  Nolin,  of  Sault  St.  Maricf,  remarked  to  John 
Johnson,  Esq.,  that  Governor  Sinclair  came  up  with  troops  th^ 
year  after  the  massacre  at  old  Mackinack ;  and  that  he  landed  with 
a  broad  belt  of  wampum  in  his  hands. 

Aishkwagon-ai-bee,  pr  the  feather  of  honor,  first  chief  of  the 
Ghippewas  of  Grand  Traverse  Bay,  Lake  Michigan,  says  that  the 
Nadowas  (Iroquois)  formerly  lived  at  Point  St  Ignace — that  they 
fell  out  with  the  Ghippewas  and  Ottawas  on  a  certain  day,  at  a 
ball-playing,  when  a  Ghippewa  was  killed.  Hereupon,  the  Ghip- 
pewas and  Ottawas  united  their  strength  and  drove  them  away, 
destroying  their  village.  '      «   . 

The  Ghippewas  and  Ottawas  then  divided  the  land  by  natural 
boundaries.     Grand  Traverse  Bay  fell  to  the  Ghippewas. 

Another  Indi^  tradition  respecting  the  eld  village  on  Isle  Bond, 
was  gleaned : — ' 

Sagitondowa  visits  the  office :  he  says  he  lacks  one  year  of  fiflj. 
His  earliest  recollections  are  of  the  old  village  on  Bound  Island* 
It  was  then  (say  1783,  the  close  of  the  American  Revolutionary 
War)  a  large  village,  and  nearly  half  the  island  in  cultivation.  It 
was  not  finally  abandoned  until  lately. 

Having  his  attention  called  to  the  deposit  of  old  bones  exposed 
by  the  aotion  of  the  lake,  he  finally  said  he  knew  not  how.  they 
came  there,  that  they  must  be  of  ancient  date,  and  were  probably 
of  the  same  era  with  the  bones  in  the  caves  of  the  island  of  Macki- 
nack.   He  said  when  he  was  young  there  was  no  village  on  thai 

*  Consult  Charlevoix's  Journal.    Is  not  sp,  so  far  as  the  origin. of  the 
is  con'cemecl.    ^ 
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part  of  the  bay,  of  Mackinack  aituated  between  the  old  Govern- 
ment house,  and  the  present  Catholic  church*  This  was  formerly 
a  cedar  swamp.  There  was  a  village  near  Porkman's  (]tfr.  JBdward 
Biddle's),  and  another  near  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

3d.  Seed  the  borders  around  the  garden  lots  with  clover  and 
timothy,  united  with  oats.  Continue  to  plant  in  hot-beds,  and  iii 
the  ornamental  mound.  The  ^' Huron"  departs  up  the  lietke,  the 
"Austerlitz  returns." 

Drove  out  in  my  carriage  with  Mrs.  Schoolcraft  and  children, 
round  the  island.     I  found  no  trace?  of  snow  or  ice. 

5th.  A  gale  from  the  east,  which  began  to  show  itself  yesterday. 

The  schooner  ^^  Lady  ,of  the  Lake"  comes  in,  withotU  a  mail. 
During  .the  afternoon,  the  wind  Alsobrings  in  the  ^^Marengo,"  with 
a  mail,  and  in  the  night,  the  "  Supply." 

6th.  Wind  from  the  S.  W.  and  W.     Rain,  chilly^  cloudy. 

ith.  A  complete  counterpart  of  the  weather  of  yesterday. 

Sth.  The  same  weather  in  every  res))ect,  with  light  snow  fluuies. 
The  last  four  or  £ve  days  have, been  most  disheartening  weather 
for  this  season,  and  retarded  gardening.  The  leaves  of  the  pie 
.  plant  have  been  partially  nipped  by  the  ffost. 

9th.  Clear  and  pleasant — wind  west.  Drove  put  with  Mrs. 
Schoolcraft  and  children  to  see  the  arched  rock,  the  sugar-loaf 
rock,  Henry's  cave,  and  bther  prominent  curiosities  of  the  island. 
There  are  extensive  old  fields  on  the  eastern  part  of  the  island,  to 
which  the  French  apply  the  term  of  Grands  Jardins:  No  resi- 
dent pretends  to  know  their  origin.  Whether  due  to  the  labors  of 
the  Hurons  or  the.  Wyandots,  who  are  known  to  have  been  driven 
by  the  Iroquois  to  this  island  from  the  St.  Lawrence  valley,  early 
in  the  17th  century ;  or  to  a  still  earlier  periocjiy  when  the  ancient 
bones  were  deposited  in  the  caves,  is  not  known.  It  is  certain  that 
the  extent  of  the  fields  evince  an  agricultural  industry  which  is 
not  characteristic  of  the  present  Algoi^quin  race.  The  stones  have 
been  carefully  gathered  into  heaps,  as  in  the  little  valley  near  the 
arched  rock,  to  facilitate  cultivation.  These  heaps  of  stones,  in 
various  places  might  be  mistaken  for  Celtic  caim3. 

IQth.  The  schooner  "Mariner,"  pur  old  friend,  comes  into  port 
with  forty  emigrants  for  Chicago.  During  the  evening  the  "  Com- 
merce" and  "  America"  join  her. 

IIM.  S.  Cold  north-west  wind,  gloomy  and  cloudy. 
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12ih.  A  report  is  reoeiv^  that  the  President  has  communicated 
a  protest  to  the -Senate  on  the  expression  of  their  views  respecting 
the  temoval  of  the  deposits. 

I  told,  a  party  of  Ottawas,  ^ho  applied  for  food,  that  their  Great 
Father  was  not  pleased  that  his  bounties  should  be  misused  by 
their  employing  them  merely  to  further  their  journeys  to  foreign 
agenctes,  where  the  counsels  they  got  were  such  as  he  could  not 
4^pproTe.  That  hereafter  such  bounties  must  not  be  expected ;  that- 
the  poor  and  suffering  would  always  find  the  agency  doors  open, 
but  I  should  be  compelled  to  close  them  to  such  as  turned  a  deaf 
ear  to  his  advice^  if  their  practices  in  visiting  these  foreign  assem* 
Uies  were  persisted  in> 

IS^A.  A  slight  snow  covers  the  ground  in  the  morning,' it  melts 
soon,  but  the  day  is  ungenial,  with  S.  W.  wind,  and  clpudy  atmo- 
sphere. 

14f A.  A  powder  of  snow  covers  the  ground  in  the  north,  the 
wind  iu  the  N..  W.  It  varies  from  N.W.  to  S.  W.,  and  ty  ten 
e^clock,  A.  M.^  it  i^  pleasant  and  clear.  Plant  garden  corn^  an 
early  species  cultivated  by  the  Ottawas. 

15tA*  .Cold  and  clear  most  of  the  day. 

16th.  Young  Robert  Gravereat  first  came  to  the  office  in  the 
capacity  of  interpreter. ,  It  is  a  calm  and  mild  day;  the  sun  shineis 
out.'  The  thermometer  stands. at  50^  at  8  o'clock^  A.M.,  aind 
the  weather  appears  to  be  settled  for  the  eeason.  Miss  liotdsa 
Johnston  comes  to  pass  the  summer. 

16tA.  Ploughed  potato  land,  the  backward  state  of  the  season, 
having  rendered  it  useless  earlier.  Even  now  the  soil  is  cold,  bxA 
requires  to  lay  some  time  after  being  ploughed  up. 

The  steamer  ^^  Oliver  Newberry''  arrives  in  the  afternoon,  bring- 
ing Detroit  dates  of  May  5th,  and  Washington  dates  a  week  later. 

The  new  brig  ^^Jobn  Kinzie"  enters  the  harbpr  on  the  19th, 
bringing  up  Gov.  D.  B.  !Porter^  of  Pennsylvania,  and  suit,  with 
forty  passengers-      .         -         * 

2(teA.  I  may  now  advert  to  what  the  busy  world  has  been  about, 
wjdle  we  have  been  watching  fields  of  floating  ice,  and  battling  it  with 
the  elements  through  an  entire  season.  A  letter  from  E.  A.  Brusbj 
Esq.,  T^ashmgton,  March  13th,  says:  '^Nothing  is  talked  about 
here,  as  I  may  well  presume  you  know  from  the  papers,  but  the  de« 
posits  and  their  removal,  and  their  restoration ;  and  that  frightful 
81  .         ^ 
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mother  of  all  mischief,  the  money  maker  (U.  S.  Bank).  Every 
momiDg  (the  morning  begins  here  at  twelvei  meridian)  the  Senate 
chamber  is  thronged  with  ladies  and  feathers,  and  their  obsequious 
satellites,  to  hear  the  sparring.  Every  morning  a  speeoh  is  made 
upon  presentation  of  some  petition  representing  that  the  country  is 
overwhelmed  "with  ruin  and  disasters,  and  that  the  fact  is  notorious 
and  palpable;  or,  that  the  country  is  highly  prosperous  and  flourish- 
tng,  and  that  everybody  knows  it.  One,  that  its  olily  safety  lies 
in  the  continuance  of  the  Bank;  and  the  other,  that  our  liberties 
will  be  prostrated  if  it  is  re-chartered.  Of  course,  the  well  in  which 
poor  truth  has  taken  refuge,  in  this  exigency,  is  very  deep. 

^'  But  the  Senate  is,  at  this  moment,  an  extraordinary  constellatioii 
of  talent.  There  is  Mr.  Webster,  and  Mr.  Clay,  and  Mr.  Calhoun, 
and  a  no-way  inferior,  Mr.  Preston,  the  famous  debater  in  the  South 
Carolina  troubles,  and  Mr.  Benj.  Watkins  Leigh,  the  equally  cele- 
brated ambassador  near  the  government  of  South  Carolina.  All 
are  ranged  on  one  side,  and  it  is  a  phahmx  as  formidable,  in  point 
of  moral  force,  as  the  twenty-four  can  produce.  Mr.  Forsyth  is 
the  atlas  upon  whose  shoulders  are  made  to.  rest  all  the  mns  of  the 
administration.  Every  shaft  flies  at  him,  or  gather  is  intended  for 
others  through  him  ;  and  his  Ajax  shield  of  seven  bull  hides  is  more 
than  once  pierced,  in  the  course  of  the  frequent  encounters  to  which 
he  is  invited,  and  from  which  they  will  not  permit  him  to  secede. 
But  it  is  all  talk.  They  will  do  nothing,  A  constitutional  majority 
in  the  Senate  (two-thirds)  is  very  doubtful,  and  a  bare  one  in  the 
House>  still  more  problematical.  Of  course,  you  are  aware  that 
the  executive  has  expressed  its  unyielding  determination  not  to  sign 
a  bill  for  the  re-charter,  or  to  permit  a  restoration  of  the  deposits* 

<<  Houses  are  cracking  in  the  cities,  as  if  in  the  midst  of  an  earth- 
quake, and  there  is  hardly  a  man  engaged  in  mercantile  operations 
(I  might  say  not  one)  who  will  not  feel  the  ^  pressure.' " 

Major  W.  Whiting  writes  iromJ)etroit,  March  28th:  ^^I  qioke 
of  the  project  of  a  road  to  Mackii^ck,  which  you  wished  me  to  bear 
in  mind.  The  Secretary  approved  the  prcgect^  and  the  Quarter- 
Master  General  said  it  might  be  done  without  a  special  appropria* 
tion.  I  was  authorised  to  have  the  survey  made  as  soon  as  the 
season  will  permit,  and  an  officer  has  reported  to  me  for  that  pur- 
pose.    He  will  start  from  Ssginaw  some  time  in  the  next  month. 
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to  make  a  reconnoisance  of  the  country,  and  will  appear  at  the 
head  of  the  peninsula  when  perhaps  you  little  expect  such  a  visitor. 

"  As  Boon  as  the  survey  shall  be  oomplete^,  the  cutting  out  will 
be  pat  under  contract.  When  this  road  shall  be  completed,  yoii 
will  feel  more  neighborly  to  us.  The  express  will  be  able  to  perform 
the  journey  in  half  the  time,  and,  of  course,  the  trips  can  be  muU 
tiplied." 

c/ime  4th,  Beuben  Smith,  a  Mission  scholar  of  the  Algonquin 
lineage,  determines  to  leave  his  temporary  employment  at  the 
agency,  and  complete  his  education  at  the  eastward. 

5th.  Ossiganac,  an  Ottawa,  who  was  formerly  interpreter  at  the 
British  post  at  Drummond  Island,  says  that  Ottawa  tradition  points 
back  to  the  Manitouline  Islands,  as  the  place  of  their  origin.  They 
call  those  islands  Ottawa  Islands,  and  Lake  Huron  Ottawa  Lake. 
They  call  Lake  Superior  Chippewa  Lake.  AH  the  Ottawas,  he 
says,  of  L'Arbre  Croche,  Grand  River,  &c.,  came  from  the  Ottawa 
or  Manitouline  Islands.     The  French  first  found  them  there.  "*" 

They  migrated  down  Lake  Michigan,  and  lived  with  the  Pota* 
wattomiea.  After  awhile,  the  Potawattomies  growing,  uneasy  of 
their  presence,  accused  them  of  using  bad  medicine,  which  was  the 
cause  of  their  people  dying.  The  Ottawas  replied,  that  if  they. 
were  jealous  of  them,  they  would  retire,  and  they  accordingly  with* 
drew  up  the.peninstUa.  While  in  the  course  of  withdrawing,  one 
of  their  number  was  killed  by  the  Potawattomies. 

6th.  Ossiganac,  at  an  interview  at  my  house  this  afternoon,  says 
that  the  Ottawu  of  Maumee,  Ohio,  sent  a  message  to  the  Ottawas 
ci  L'Arbre  Croche,  in  Governor  Hull's  time— consequently  be- 
tween  1805  and  1812 — saying:  ^^  We  were  originally  of  one  fire, 
and  we  wish  to  come  back  again  to  you,  that  we  may  all  derive 
heat  again  from  the  same  fire." 

The  Ottawas  of  L'Arbre  Croche  replied:  ^^  True,  but  you  took  a 
coal  to  warm  yourselves  by.  Now,  it  will  be  better  that  you  re* 
main  by  your  own  coal,  which  you  saw  fit  long  ago  to  take  from 
our  fire.  Remain  where  you  are.*'  From  that  day  the  Ottawas  of 
Maumee  have  said  nothing  more  about  joining  us. 

Now  (1884)  the  Potawattomies  come  with  a  request  to  join  our 

*  This  it  pretty  well  for  Indian  tradition,  but  is  not  so,  in  truth,  as  Chorle* 
▼oix>  Hist  of  New  France  denotes. 
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fire.     Shall  we  receive  them,  when  we  refused  oar  brethren,  who 
are  more  nearl  J  related  to  us  ?    I  think  not.     . 

'  7fA«  The  Little  Bear  Skin,  Muh-ons-e-wy-an-ais,  of  Manistee, 
inquires  respecting  the  truth  of  a  rumor,-  that  the  Potawattomies, 
since  selling  their  lands  at  Chicago,  are  coming  to  the  North, 
amongst  the  Qttawas  and  Chippewas.  He  deprecates  such  a  move- 
ment. Says  the  habits  of  the  Potawattomies  are  so  different  that 
they  would  not  be  satisfied  were  they  to  come.  Their  horses  are 
their  canoes.  They  know  nothing  of  traveling  by  water,  beyond 
.  shore  navigation.     They  are  sea-sick  on  the  lakes. 

Little  Bear  Skin  says  he  lives  on  the  first  forks  of  the  Manistee. 
Although  a  Chippewa,  he  is  in  the  habit  of  cultivating  ,gardens. 
He  is  originally,  by  his  parents,  from  the  North — is  related  to  the 
St.  Mary's  and  Taquimenon  Lidians.  He  himself  was  bom  on  the 
Manistee,     He  is  a  temperance  man. 

Cherry  trees  in  full  bloom.     The  steamer  ^^Unele  Sam'^  enters 
the  harbor,  being  the  first  of  a  line  established  to  Chicago. 
%th.  Apple  and  plum  trees  pretty  full  in  flower. 

,  lO^A.  Mrs.  Robert  Stuart  makes  a  handsome  present  of  con- 
chological  species  from  foreign  localities  to  be  lidded  to  my  cabinet. 

'  Ibth  Major  Whistler  interdicts  preaching  in  the  fort.  Mr.  B. 
Stuart,  having  returned  recently  from  the  East,  resumes  the  super- 
intendence of  the  Sabbath  School  at  the  Mission,  from  which  I  had 
relieved  him  in  the  autumn. 

I  have  written  these  sketches  for  my  own  satisfaction  and  the  re- 
freshment of  my  memory,  in  the  leading  scenes  and  events  of  my 
first  winter  on  the  island^  giving  prominence  to  the  state  and 
changes  of  the  weather,  the  occurrences  among  the  natives,  and 
the  moral,  social,  and  domestic  events  around  me.  But  the  cnr- 
tain  of  the  world's  great  drama  is  now  fully  jraised,  by  our  free  com- 
mercial and  postal  union  with  the  region  below  us;  new  scenes  and 
topics  daily  occur,  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  note  if  I  tried, 
and  which  would  be  useless  if  possible.  Hereafter  my  notices  must 
•be  of  isolated  things,  and  may  be  ^^few  and  far  between." 
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CHAPTER   LI. 

Trip  to  Detroit — Ametleati  Fur  Company;  its  history  and  organization-^ 
American  Lyceum ;  its  objects — Desire  to  write  books  on  Indian  subjects 
by  persons  -not  having  the  information  to  render  them  valuable — ^Reappear- 
rance  of  cholera — Mission  of  Mackinack ;  its  history  and  condition — Visit 
of  a  Russian  officer  of  ihe  Imperial  Guards — Chicago ;  its  prime  position 
for  a  great  en^rs^i^^Area  and  destiny  of  the  Mississippi  Valley, 

1834.  About  the  first  of  July,  I  embarked  for  Detroit,  for  the 
purpose  chiefly  of  meeting  the  Secretary  of  War,  during  his  summer 
refuge  from  the  busy  scenes  at  Washington.  There  were  some 
questions  to  be  decided  ^important  to  my  duties  at  Mackinack  apd 
St.  Mary's,. arising  from  recent  changes  in  the  laws  or  regulations. 
He  wrote  to  me  on  the.  21st  of  July,  from  the  White  Sulphur 
Springs,  in  Virginia,  that  he  should  probably  reach  Detroit  before 
the  10th.  or  l^th  of  August;  but  his  delay  had  been  protracted 
80  much,  that  after  reaching  the  city  I  felt  compelled  to  return  to 
my  agency  without  seeing  him.  ,  . 

One  reason  for  this  step,  which  operated  upon  my  mind,  was  the  ' 
change  in  the  partnership, and  management  of  the  affairs  of  the 
American  Fur  Company,  consequent  on  Mr.  John  Jacob  Astor's 
withdrawal  from  it.  This  company  was  founded  by  this  noted  and* 
successful  merchant's  having  purchased,  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
about  1815^  the  trading  posts,  consisting  of  bui^ings,  property, 
&c.,  of  the  British  North- West  Company,  who  had  been  30  long 
the  commercial,  and  to  all  practical  intents,  the  political  lordft 
of  the  regions  of  the  north-west.  He  organized  the  conpern  ip 
shares,  under  an  act  of  incorporation  of  the  Legislature  of  Kew 
York,  and  began  openM^ions  by  establishing  his  central  point  of 
interior  action  at  Michilimackinack.  This  was  in  1816.  From 
data  submitted  s^t  a  treaty  at  Prairie  du  Chien  by  Mr.  R.  Stuart, 
the  whole  capital  invested  in  the  business,  was  not  less  than 
300,000  dollars.     The  interior  sub-posts  were  spread  over  the 
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eotire  area  of  the  froDtiers  up  to  the  parallel  of  59°  north  latitude, 
extending  to  the  Missouri.  Together  with  the  posts,  indeed,  the 
North- West  Coiapanj  turned  aver,  in  effect,  some  of  its  agents 
and  the  principal  part  of  its  clerks,  interpreters,  and  boatmen  for 
this  area,  who  were,  !  believe,  without  a  single  exception,  foreign- 
ers, chiefly  Canadian  French,  Scotchmen,  Irishmen,  and  perhaps  a 
few  Englishmen. 

Congress  passed  an  act  the  same  year  (1816)  providing  that  this 
trade  should  be  carried  on  under  licenses,  by  American  citizens, 
who  were  permitted,  however,  to  employ  this  class  of  foreigners,  by 
entering  into  bonds  for  their  proper  conduct.  This  created  a  class 
of  duties  for  the  agents,  on  the  line  of  the  Canada  frontiers,  which 
was  at  all  times  onerous.  To  carry  on  the  trade  at  all,  the  old 
and  experienced  "  servants  of  the  N.  W.,"  as  they  were  called, 
were  necessary,  and  it  was  sometimes  essential  to  take  out  the 
license  in  the  names  of  American  boys,  or  persons  by  no  means 
competent,  by  their  experience  in  this  trade,  to  conduct  the  busi- 
ness, which  was,  in  fact,  still  in  the  hands  of  the  old  employees. 

It  was  a  false  theory,  from  the  start,  that  Ardent  spirits  was  one 
of  the  articles  necessary  to  trade.  Congress  entertained  an  opinion 
of  its  injuriousness  to  the  character  of  the  Indians,  and  passed 
laws  excluding  it.  This  constituted  another  class  of  duties  of  the 
agents  who  were  entrusted  with  their  execution,  and  required  them 
to  '^  search  packages,"  and  to  judge  of  the  probabilitiee  of  all  per- 
sons applying  for  licenses  keeping  the  laws,    i 

To  expect  that  this  mixed  body  of  foreigners  would  exert  any 
very  favorable  political  influence  on  the  mass  of  Indian  minds  in 
the  north-west,  was  indulging  a  hope  not  very  likely  to  be  fulfilled. 
They  were  employed  to  glean  the  Indian  lodges  of  furs,  and  ex- 
pected to  make  good  returns  to  their  employers  atMichilimackinack^ 
and,  if  they  kept  the  ground  of  neutrality  with  respect  to  govern- 
ments, it  was  considered  as  exempting  them  from  censure. 

The  great  body  of  th0  Indians  in  the  upper  lakes^  and  through- 
out the  north-west,  extending  to  the  sources  of  the  Mississippi, 
were  averse  to  the  American  rule.  Many  of  them  had  been 
embodied  to  fight  against  tlie  Americans,  who  were  successively 
met  by  ambuscade,  surprise,  or  otherwise,  as  at  Chicago,  at  Michili- 
mackinack,  Brownstown,  River  Raisin,  Maumee,  Fort  Harrisoi^ 
and  other  places.     They  had  been  assembled  in  large  bodies,  by 
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the  delusive  prophesyings  of  Elksatawa,  and  by  the  not  less  delu- 
sive promiseB  of  the  agents  of  the  British  Indian  Department,  on 
the  lines,  that  the  Americans  were  to  be  driven  back  to  the  line  of 
the  Illinois,  if  not  of  the  Ohio — an  old  and  very  popular  idea 
with  the  lake  Indians  from  early  days. 

The  lake  Indians  had  saiTered  severely  from  the  war,  chiefly  from 
the  camp  fevers  and  irregularities.  They  had  finally  been  defeiited 
— their  great  war  captain  killed,  their  false  prophet  driven  from  the 
Wabash  into  Canada;  and,  to  crown  the  whole,  were  themselves 
abandoned,  one  and  all,  by  their  allies,  at  the  treaty  of  Ghent'. 
Many  never  returned  to  the  homes  of  their  fathers— entire  villages 
were  depopulated,  and  their  sites  overgrown  in  a  few  years  with 
shrubbery.  Those  who  came  back  from  the  active  campaign  of 
1814,  were  sullen  and  desponding.  As  an  evidence  of  what  they 
had  suffered,  and  how  completely  they  had  been  abandoned  by 
their  allies,  the  transactions  of  the  first  treaty  at  Springwells,  at 
the  dose  of  the  war,  may  be  referred  to.  The  tribes  were  lite^ 
rally  starving  and  in  rags. 

The  agents  of  the  Executive  and  Governors,  who  were  appointed 
to  conduct  their  intercourse  after  the  war,  were,  in  reality,  called  to 
execnte  a  high  class  of  diplomatic  functions,  second  only  in  general 
importance  to  those  required  at  the  prime  courts  of  Europe.  The 
several  classes  of  duties  which  have  been  described  denote,  to  some 
extent,  in  what  this  importance  consisted.  Eighteen  years  had 
now  elapsed  since  this  important  commercial  company  had  furnished 
traders  to  the  discomfited  tribes.  During  twelve  years  of  this 
period  I  had  had  charge  of  the  intercourse  with  by  far  the  largest 
and  most  unfriendly  and  warlike  of  the  tribes;  and,  when  I  saw 
that  Mr.  Astor  had  disconnected  himself  from  the  concern  which 
he  had  organized ;  and  that,  to  some  extent,  new  agents  and  actors 
were  called  to  the  field,  I  felt  anxious  to  be  at  my  post,  to  super- 
vise, personally,  the  intercourse  act,  and  to  see  that  no  improper 
persons  should  enter  the  country. 

15^A.  Dr.  L.  D.  Gale,  of  New  York,  writes  me  that  the  American 
Lyceum  has  resolved  to  enlarge  the  scope  of  its  objects.  ^*  We 
have,  therefore,"  he  remarks,  ^^as  we  now  stand,  1.  The  depart- 
itaent  of  education.  2.  The  department  of  physical  science.  S. 
Moral  and  political  science.  4.  Literature  and  the  arts.  The  in- 
fluence of  the  society  has  been  very  miich  enlarged  since  its  last 
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ineeting,  and  it  now  enrolls  amotigst  its  active  members  many,  in- 
deed I  may  aay  a  large  share  of  the  most  valuable  men  of  science 
of  the  United  States.  The  chief  object  of  the  physical  science 
department  is  to  obtain,  as  far  as  possible,  a  report  of  the  recent 
history  and  progress,  and,  in  some  cases,  the  firture  prospects  of 
the  different  departments.  So  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  fonn  a 
volame  of  transactions  that  shall  embrace  all  that  is  new  or  recent 
in  the  departments,  posted  np  to  the  present  time* 

'^  The  subject  of  the  antiquities  of  the  western  countries  of  the 
United  States,  and  especially  the  remains  of  towns  and  fortifica- 
tions, which  appear  to  have  been  built  by  a  civilized  population, 
has  been  frequently  agitated  this.,  side  of  the  Alleghanies,  land  it 
was  thought  by  the  executive  committee  that  justice  would  be  done 
to  the  subject  in  your  hands.  They  have,  accordingly,  requested 
that  you  would  consent  to  give  them  a  paper  on  the  subject.  They 
presumed  that  you  were  in  possession  of  much  interesting  and 
valuable  matter  that  has  never  yet  come  to  the  eyes  of  the  world.*' 

26th,  I  have  been  often  written  to,  by  persons  at  a  distance 
wishing  for  information  on  the  Indian  tribes,  or  their  languages,  or 
antiquities,  and  uniformly  responded  favorably  to  such  applications, 
sending  a  little  where  it  was  not  practicable  to  do  more.  It  has  ever 
appeared  to  mc,  that  the  giving  of  information  was  just  oiie  of  those 
points  which  rendered  me  not  a  whit  more  ignorant  myself^  and 
might  add  something  to  the  knowledge,  as  it  certainly  would  to- the 
gratifications  of  others.  The  only  good  objection  is,  that  time  and 
attention  is  required  for  every  such,  effort.  But  cannot  this  be 
easily  redeemed  from  waste  hoims,  when  the  object  is  to  add  to  the 
moral  gratifications  of  others  ? 

A  letter  was  addressed  to  me,  this  day,  from  a  Mr.  H.  Newcomb, 
Alleghany,  near  Pittsburg,  which  certainly  seems  a  little  onerous 
in  the  tax  it  imposes  on  my  time ;  as  the  writer-announces  his  in- 
tention of  publishing  two  or  three  volumes,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Indians,  and  presents  a  formidable  array  of  subjects  respecting 
which  he  is  to  treat.  In  only  one  respect  it  strikes  me  as  singular, 
namely,  that  any  writer  west  of  the  Alleghanies  should  set  down 
to  write  a  work  on  such  a  subject,  without  personal  observation.  In 
older  areas,  where  the  Indian  has  disappeared,  books  must  alone  be 
relied  on  ;  but  in  the  West,  there  should  be  something  fresh,  some- 
thing distinctive  and  personal,  to  give  vitality  to  such  a  work.   The 
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▼riter  observes,  ^^1  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  materials  fbr 
the  first  two  volumes  satisfactory  to  myself/^ 

AugtiBt  l8t.  Mr.  Theodore  Dwight,  Jr.,  writes:  ^Cannot  a  syl' 
labic,  or  semi-syllabic  alphabet,  be  applied  to  our  Indian  tongues  ?'' 

Rev.  Leonard  "Woods,  Jr.,  of  New  York^  Editor  of  the  New  York 
Theological  Review,  desires  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  the  American, 
Indians.     ^  I  have  found,**  he  says,^Hhat  while  the  subject  is  one  . 
of  very  general  interest,  there  are  few  who  possess  the. requisite 
information  to  do  it  justice." 

15th,  The  cholera,  \yhich  first  appeared  in  this  country  in  1833, 
mad^  its  second  appearance  in  Detroit,  in  the  month  of  July.  It 
was  not,  however,  of  the  same  virulence  as  the  first  attack.  "  From 
present  appearances,'*  writes  a  friend  at  that  place,  ^Hhe  cholera 
is  vanishing."  Having  matters  of  eminent  concern  there,  I  det^« 
mined  to  make  a  brief  visit  to  the  place.  My  health  was  very  good, 
and  had  never,  indeed,  been  subject  to' violent  fluctuations  of  the 
digestive  functions,  and,  after  attaining  the  bbject,  I  returiied  to 
Mackinack.  I  again  visited  Detroit  for  a  short  time,  during  the 
latter  part  of  August,  and  resumed  my  position  at  Mackinack  in 
September.  Indian  affairs,  in  the  upper  lakes,  were  now  hasten- 
ing to  a  crisis,  which  in  a  year  er  two,  developed  themselvjBs  in  ex- 
tensive sales  of  territory  by  the  Indians,  who,  as  game  failed,  saw 
themselves  in  straits.  These  events  will  be  mentioned  as  they, 
take  definite  shapes  of  action. 

Sept.  2d.  Mr.  David  Green,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  C<mr 
missioners  for  American  Missions,  Missionary  Rooms,  Boston,  de- 
picts^ a  crisis  in  the  mission  at  Mackinack.  ^'  Your  favor  by  Mr. 
Ferry;"  he  remarks,  '^  has  come  to  hand.  As  you  anticipated,  he 
has  requested  our  Missionary  Board  to  relieve  him  from  the  mis- 
sionary service,  and  they,  though  with  much  reluctance,  have 
granted  his  request.  He  seems  fully  convinced  that  be  is  not  likely 
to  be  hereafter  useful,  to  any  great  extent,  in  connection  with  the 
Mackinack  mission ;  and  that  the  claims  of  his  family  call  him  to  a  dif- 
ferent vsituation.  This  movement  on  his  part,  though  he  has  before 
suggested  that  such  a  step  might  be  expedient,  was  quite  unex-  ^ 
pected  by  us  at  this  time ;  and  I  fear  that  we  shall  not  find  it  easy 
to  obtain  a  suitable  man  to  fill  his  place.  No  such  person  is  now 
at  our  disposal.  I  have  written  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Peters,  of  New 
York,  Secretary  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society^ 
stating  the  circumstances  of  the  place,  inqtdring  if  it  would  not 
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properly  fall  within  that  portion  of  tl^e  Lord's  Vineyard,  and  whe- 
ther they  could  not  furnish  a  suitable  inan  to  cultivate  it. 

^^  That  Society,  as  well  as  ours,  is,  I  believe,  pressed  for  mis- 
eionariee  on  every  hand.  The  prayers  of  all  the  Lord's  people 
should  be,  in  these  exigeilcies,  '  Send  forth  laborers  into  thy  har- 
vest.'  Jfen  of  devoted  piety  and  zeal,  and  of  high,  tntellectuat  cha- 
racter y  and  judgment  J  and  enterpriBe,  are  needed  in  great  numhen 
both  in  our  otan  land  and  abroad.  The  want  of  such  men  is  now 
the  most  serious  impediment  which  our  societies  have  to  contend 
with. 

"  You  may  be  assured,  sir,  that  we  shall  do  aUc  in  our  power, 
consistent  with  the  claims  of  ouc'  other  missions,  to  send  some 
person  to  Mackinack ;  but  we  cannot  promise  to  -succeed  imme* 
diately.     Mr.  Ferry,  we  hope,  willTemaiji  the  next  spring. 

^^  Some  embarrassment  is  felt  by  our  Board,  from  the  fact  that 
foreign  fields,  offering  access  to  densdy  populated  districts,  where 
millions  speaking  the  same  language,  can  be  easily  approaphed — 
jare  more  attractive  to  the  candidates  for  the  missionary  work  than 
the  small,  scattered,  ^nd  migratory  bands  of  our  Lidians. 

^>  I  fear  that  a  preference  of  this  nature  will  cause  our  friends 
— ^the  Lidians — to  be  neglected,  if  not  forgotten.  As  Providence 
seems,  in  so  many  ways,  to  be  against  the  Indians,  I  often  fear 
that  no  considerable  portion  of  them  are  ever  to  enjoy  the  bless- 
ings of  civilization  and  Christianity.  3ut  we  must  leave  them  in 
the  hands  of  God,  after  using  faithjfuUy  the  means  which  he  places 
at  our  disposal." 

'^  We  are  glad  to  hear  that  you  still  approve  of  the  course  pur- 
sued by  our  missionaries  in  the  ^Aorth-west,  and  that  the  advance- 
ment of  the  cause  of  Christ,  in  that  quarter,  is  still  a  subject 
of  care  with  you,  and  truth,  and  divine  grace,  will  enable,  you 
rightly  to  bear  the  responsibility  in  this  respect,  if  hich  rests  on 
you." 

I  have  put  in  italics,  .ill  the  above  letter,  a  high  morfJ  truth, 
which  accords  with  all  my  observation  and  experience  on  the  fron- 
tiers ;  and  upon  the  due  appreciation  and  carrying  out  of  which, 
the  success  of  the  missionary  cause  over  the  world,  in  my  judg- 
ment, depends.  It  is  a  sentence  that  should  be  inscribed  in  letters 
of  gold  in  every  missionary  room  in  America.  It  is  certainly  a 
mistake  to  send  feeble  men  on  the  frontier,  who  are  not  deemed  to 


PBRSONAL  MlMOIfiS.    '  491 

hare  sufficient  energy,  taloQtSy  and  sound  discretion  to  enter  fo- 
reign fields.  Our  frontiers  are  full  of  cavillers,  and.  shrewd  and 
bold  gainsajers  of  Ghristianitj,  men  of  personal  energy  and  will, 
who  generally  stand  aloof  from  such  efforts,  and  who,  when  they 
come  into  contact  with  missionary  laborers,  jtidge  them  by  common 
rules  of  judgment — who  are,  indeed,  not  the  best  fitted  to  esti- 
mate ^^  devoted 'piety  and  zeal,"  but  who  are,  nevertheless,  dis- 
posed to  respect  it,  in  proportion  as  it  is  joined  with  ^^  high  intel- 
lectual character,  and  judgment,  and  enferprise.''  In  the  frequent 
want  of  this — we  do  not  include  Mackinack  in  this  category — ^is 
to  be  sought  the  true  cause  of  our  failures  with  the  Indians,  to 
whom  the  strange  and  intense  story  of  the  Gospel  appears  at  first 
in  something  as  wild  and  marvelous  as  some  of  their  own  rela- 
tions; and  who  are,  at  any  rate,  firmly  fixed  in  their  heathen- 
ish rites  and  devotions  to  a  subtil  system  of  deism,  and  the  invo- 
cation  of  gods  of  the  elements  and  demons. 

With  respect  to  the  mission  of  Mackinack,  its  influence,  on  the 
whole,  has  been  eminently  good,  and  not  evil.  Mr.  Ferry  pos- 
sessed business  talents  of  a  high  order,  with  that  strict  reference 
to  moral  resp6nsibilities  and  accountabilities^  which  compose  the 
golden  fibres  of  the  Gospel  net.  He  sought  to  bring  all,  white 
and  red  men,  into  this  net ;  and  its  influences  were  Extensively 
spread  from  that  central  point  into  the  Indian  country. .  He 
gathered,  frdm  the  remotest  quarters,  the  half-breed  children  of 
the  traders  and  clerks,  into  a  large  and  well  organized  boarding 
school,  where  they  were  instructed  in.  the  points  essential  to  their 
becoming  useful  and  respectable  men  and  women.  They  were  then 
sent  abroad  as  teachers  and  interpreters^  and  traders'  clerks,  over 
a  wide  space  of  wilderness,  where  they  disseminated  Gospel  prin- 
ciples. Many  of  their  parents  also  embraced  Christianity.  Many 
of  the  girls  turned  out  to  be  ladies  of  finished  education  and  man- 
ners, and  married  officers  of  the  army  or  citizens.  There  were 
some  pure  Indian  converts  of  both  sexes,  among  whom  was, the 
chief  prophet  of  the  Ottawas — the  aged  Chusco.  In  1829,  after 
seven  years'  labor,  he  witnessed  a  revival  among  the  citizens  of 
that  town,  which  appeared  to  be  his  crowning  labor,  and  it  had  th^ 
effealt  to  renovate  the  place,  and  for  many  years  to  drive  vice  and 
disorder,  if  not  entirely  away,  into  holes  and  comers,  where  they 
avoided  the  light.   lie  came  to  this  island  first,  to  begin  his  mission^ 
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I  beliere,  in  1822.  The  effort  to  set  np  a  missibn  there  seemed  as 
wild  and  hopeless,  to  common  judgments,  as  it  would  be  to  dig 
down  the  pyramids  of  the  Nile  with  a  pin.  I  defended  its  course 
of  proceedings  from  an  unjust  attack  in  the  legislative  council  of 
the  territory,  in  1830,  having  had  extensive  opportunities,  to  scan 
its  principles  and  workings— which  were  only  offensive  to  worldly 
men,  because,  in  upholding  the  Gospel  banner,  a  shrewd  knowledge 
of  business  transactions  was  at  the  same  time  evinced.  To  be  a 
fool  in  worldly  things  is  sometimes  supposed,  by  the  wits  of  the 
World,  ta  be  an  evidence  of  pious  zeal. 

6th.  Being  on  my  passage  this  day  up  the  River  St.  Clair,  in 
the  steamboat  "  Gen.  Gratiot,"  in  company  with  several  others, 
I  asked  Oapt.  Wm.  Thgrn  sefveral  historical  questions  respecting 
the  settlement  of  Michilimackinack.  The  following  memoranda 
embrace  his  replies:  He  is  a  native  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island, 
although  he  was  for  many  years  engaged,  before  the  transfer  of 
posts  in  1796,  in  sailing  British  vessels  on  the  kkes,  and  therefore 
deemed,  when  he  was  taken  prisoner  during  the  late  war,  to  have 
been  a  British  subject. 

He  says  he  began  his  voyages  to  old  Mackinack  seven  years 
before  the  removal  of  the  post  to  the  Island.  This  was,  he  says, 
in  1767.  The  post  was  then  in  command  of  a  Capt.  Glazier, 
afterwards  of  De  Peyster  (who  subsequently  commanded  at  De- 
troit), then  of  Patrick  Sinclair  (who  had  previously  built  a  fott 
at  the  mouth  of  Pine  River — St.  Clafa*  Co.  seat),  and  then  of  Got. 
Sinclair  (so  called).  The  Indians,  at  the  massacre  of  the  garri- 
son of  old  Mackinack,  did  not  burn  the  fort.  -  It  was  re-occupied, 
and  it  was  not  till  the  breaking  out  of  the  revolutionary,  war  that 
the  removal  from  the  main  to  the  island  took  place.'  It  must  have 
been  (if  he  is  correct  as  to  the  period  of  seven  years)  in  1774, 
and  the  occupancy  of  the  island  is,  therefore,  coincident  with  the 
earliest  period  of  the  movement  for  Independence — fifty-nine 
years.* 

Previous  to  that  era,  Mackinack  was  the  spot  where  the  men 
stopped  to  shav^  and  dress  preparatory  to  the  traverse.  About 
the  time  Capt.  Thorn  first  began  sailing  to  old  Mackinack,  the 
Indians  plundered  a  boat  at  the  island  while  the  owner  stopped  to 

*  See  ante. 
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dress,  in  consequence  of  .n^hich  the  interpreter  at  the  old  post 
(Hanson,  I  think)  went  over  to  demand  redress,  and  killed  the 
depredator,  an  Indian. 

My  inqniries  on  this  topic  of  old  men,  red  and  white,  wh^ch  were 
commenced  last  spring,  may  here  drop.  It  is  now  irender^d  certain 
that. the  occupancy  of  old  ^ackinack — the  Beekwutinong  of  the 
Indians— pwas  kept  up  by  British  troops  till  1774  ;  between  that 
date  and  1780  the  flag  w&s  transferred  (the  letters  of  the  com- 
manding officers  to  their.generals  would  alone  give  this  date).  The 
principal  traders,  probably,  went  with  it ;  the  Indian  intercourse 
likewise.  Some  residents  lingered  a  few  years,  but  thb  place 
was  finally  abandoned,  and  the  town  site  is"  now  covered  with 
loose  Band.  The  walls  of  the  fort,  which  are  of  stone,  remain, 
and  the  whole  site  constitutes  an  interesting  ruin.  The  post  was 
first  founded  by  Marquette  as  a  mi^sionary  Statipn  about  1668. 

llf  A.  Major  Whiting,  of  Detroit^  writes  a  letter  of  introduction 
in  the  following  terms : — 

^'Captain  Tchehachoff,  of  the  Ruteian  Imperial  Guards,  is 
traveling  through  our  country  with  a  view  to  see  its  extent  and 
resources — \\j^  geographical  and  scenic  varieties.  As  he  proposes 
to  visit  Michilimackinack,  I  wish  him  to  become  acquainted  with 
yo^,  who  can  give  him  so  much  information  relative  to  those  por- 
tions of  it.  whichhe  jnay  not  be  able  to  visit.  I  have  put  into  his 
hands  .«ome  of  your  works,  which  may  have  toticipated  something 
you  will  hav-e  to  say*  , 

"  Sie  is,  probably,  thq^  first  Russian  who  has  been  on  our  N.  W. 
interior  since  the  enterprising  gentlemen  who  thought  to  speculate 
on  the/  copper  rock.'  But  Capt.  Tchehachofi'  has  no  other  views 
than  those  of  an  enlightened  and .  disinterested  observer.  .  I  am 
sure  that  it  will  give  you  pleasure  to  show  him  all  kindly  atten- 
tions." 

Capt.  Tchehachoff  visited  the  island  during  the  month,  and 
accepted  an  invitation  to  spend  a  few  days  with  me.  He  repaid 
me  for  this  attention  with  much  agreeable  conversation  and  many 
anecdotes  of  Russia,  Germany  (where  he  was  educated),  and 
Poland,  He  possesses  a  character  of  extreme  interest  to  me,  as  - 
being  a  Circassian,  or  descendant  of  that  people,  who  are  th^^ 
local  representatives  of  tke  Circassian  race.  He  was  very  fair 
in  complexion,  and  possessed  a  fine,  manly/ tall,  and  weU-pro« 
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portioned  figure,  and  a  beautifal  red  and  white  countenance,  with 
dark  Iiair  and  eyes.  lie  spoke  English  very  well,  but  with  a 
broad  Scottish,  or  rather  provincial  accent,  on  some  words,  which 
he  had  evidently  got  from  his  early  teacher— whom  he  told  me 
was  a  female — such  as  ouwfij  for  own,  fcc. 

He  told  me  that,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  first  presentation  to  the 
Russian  Empress,  he  kneeled,  although  he  had  been  notified  that 
such  a  ceremony  would  not  be  expected  of  him.  He  told  some 
very  characteristic  anecdotes  of  the  wild  pranks  of  the  German 
students  at  the  university.  He  was,  I  think,  in  some  way  related 
to  descendants  of  Count  Orloff,  who  was*  so  ^markably  strong  and 
compact  of  muscle  that  he  could  push  an  iron  spike,  with  his 
thumb,  to  its  head  in  the  sides  or  planking  of  a  vessel. 

Capt.  Tchchachoff  was  certainly  strong  himself;  he  had  a  pow- 
erful strength  of  hands  and  arms.  He  used  great  politeness,  and 
was  very  punctilious  on  entering  the  dining-room,  &c.  He  in- 
terested himself  in  the  apparently  tidal  phenomena  of  strong 
currents  setting  through  the  harbor  and  straits,  which  were  in 
fine  view  from  the  piazsa  of  my  house,  and  made  some  notes  upon 
them.  He  asked  me  why  I  had  not  concentrated  and  published 
my  travels,  and  various  works  respecting  the  geology  of  the 
Western  country,  and  the  history  and  philology  of  the  aboriginal 
tribes — subjects  of  such  deep  and  general  interest  to  the  philoso- 
pher of  Europe.  One  morning  early  in  October  (9th),  he  bade  us 
an  afTectionate  adieu,  and  embarked  in  a  schooner  for  Chicago. 

Oct.  10th.  Chicago  is  now  the  centre  o^  an  intense  and  every- 
day growing  commercial  excitement,  and  however  the  value  of 
every  foot  of  ground  and  water  of  its  site  is  over-estimated,  and 
its  prospects  inflated,  it  is  evidently  the  nucleus  of  a  permanent 
city,  destined  to  be  one  of  the  great  lake  capitals. 

The  Rev.  Jcr.  Porter,  our  former  pastor  at  St.  Mary's,  who  was 
the  first  of  his  church  order,  I  believe,  to  carry  the  Gospel  there 
in  1833,  writes  mo,  under  this  date,  detailing  his  labors  and  pros- 
pects. These  are  flattering,  and  go  to  prove  that  the  religious 
element,  if  means  be  used,  is  everywhere  destined  to  attend  the 
tread  of  the  commercial  and  political  elements  of  power  into  the 
great  area  of  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  Chicago  is,  in  fact, 
the  first  and  great  city  of  the  prairies,  where  the  abundance  of 
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its  products  are  destined  to  be  embarked  %  to  find  a  northern  mar- 
ket b  j  the  way  of  the  lakes,  without;  the  risks  of  entering  southern 
latitudes.  This  is  an  advantage  which  it  will  ever  possess.  Na- 
ture  h^s  opened  the  waj  for  a  heavy  tonnage  by  the  lake  seas. 
Other  modes  of  transportation  inay  divert  passengers  and  light 
goods,  but  the  staples  must  ever  go  in  ships,  propelled  by  wind  or 
steam,  through  the  Straits  of  Mackinack. 


.  J 


/ 
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CHAPTER  LII.    ' 

Philology — Structure  of  the  Indian  languages — tietter  from  Mr.  Dopon- 
ceau — Question  of  the  philqsophy  of  the  Chippewa  syn^^z — ^Letter  from  a 
Russian  officer  on  his  travels  in  the  West — QuerTes  on  the  physical  history 
of  the  North — Leslie  Dunxsan,  a  maniac — Arwin  on  the  fbrce  of  dissipa- 
tion— Missionary  life  on  the  sources  of  the  Mississippi — ^Letter  from  Mr. 

.  Boutwell — Theologio4il  Review — The  Territory  of  Michigan,  tired  of  a  long 
delay,  determines  to  organize  a  State  Qovernment 

18S4.  Oct.  llfA.  Mr.  Peter  S.  Duponceaxj,  of  Philadelphia, 
addresdes  me  on  the  structure  of  the  Indian  languages,  in  terms 
which  are  very  complimentary,  coming,  as  thej  do,  as  a  voluntary 
tribute  from  a  person  whom  I  never  saw,  and  who  has  taken  the 
lead  in  investigations  on  this  abtruse  topic  in  America.  ^  I  have 
read,"  he  remarks,  "with  very  great  pleasure,  your  interesting 
narrative  of  the  expedition  to  the  sources  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
particularly  your  lectures  on  the  Chippewa  language,  and  the  vo- 
cabulary which  follows  it.  It  is  one  of  the  most  pihilosophical 
works  on  the  Indian  languages  I  have  ever  read;  it  gives  a  true 
view  of  their  structure,  without  exaggeration  or  censure,  and  must 
satisfy  the  mind  of  every  rational  nxan.  It  is  a  matter  of  sincere 
regret  that  you  have  proceeded  in  your  lectures  no  farther  than 
the  noun,  and  your  vocabulary  no  farther  than  the  letter  B.  It  is 
much  to  be  hoped  that  the  work  will  be  completed.  I  should  hope 
that  our  government  could  have  no  objection  to  printing  it  at  its 
expense,  as  a  national  work,'*^  indispensably  necessary  for  the  in- 
struction of  our  agents  and  interpreters, '  and  even  the  military 
.  officers  employed  among  the  Indians. 

"  The  Chippewa,  like  the  Algonquin  of  Qld,t  is  the  con^mon  Ian- 

*  This  was  begun  thirteen  years  afterwards,  when  a  general  mvestigation 
into  the  subject  of  the  Indians  generally,  was  directed  by  JOtmgress,  and  placed 
in  my  hands.  Ftde  Information  respecting  the  History,  Condition,  and  Pros- 
pects of  the  Indian  Tribes  of  the  United  States.  Part  I.  Lippincott,  Qrambo 
&  Co.,  1861. 

t  The  languages  are,  in  fact,  identical  in  structure ;  the  word  Chippewa 
being  a  comparatively  modern  term,  which  was  not  used  by  the  old  French 
writers  of  the  missionary  era. 
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guage  of  biifilness  among  the  Indians,  and  is  as  necessary  among 
them  as  the  French  is  in  the  courts  of  Europe.  The  object  of  this 
letter,  sir,  is  to  be  inforQied  whether  the  remainder  of  the  work  is 
to  be  pubUsbed.  If  goremment  wiH  not  do  it,  some  of  our  learned 
societies  might.  At  any  rate,  sir,  if  n^y  services  can  be  of  use  to  you 
for  this  object)  I  shall  be  happy  to  do  everything  in  my  power  to 
aid  it." 

This  testimony^  from  the  first  and  most  learned  philologist  in 
America,  gratified  and  agreeably  surprised  me.  I  had  studied  the 
Chippewa  language  alone  in  the  forest,  without  the  aid  of  learned 
men,  or  books  to  aid  me.  I  addressed  myself  to  it  with  ardor,  it 
is  true,  and  with  the  very  best  oral  helps,  precisely  as  I  would  to 
investigate  any  moral  or  physical  truth.  I  foi^nd  that  nouns  and 
verbs  had  a  ground  form,  or  root^  that  this  root  carried  its  gteneral 
and  primary  meaning  into  all  words  or  phrases  of  which  it  was  a 
compound ;  and  that  every  syllable  or  sound  of  a  letter,  put  before 
or  behind  it,  conveyed  a  new  and  distinct  meaning.  By  keeping 
the  purposes  of  a  strict  philological  analysis  before  me,  and  by 
preserving  a  record  of  my  work^  the  language  soOn  revealed  its 
principles.  When  I  had  attained  a  clear  idea  of  these  principles 
myself,  and  had  verified  them  by  reference  to,  and  discussion  with, 
the  best  native  speakers,  I  could  as  clearly  state  them  to  another. 
This  is  what  Mr.  Duponceau  means  by  the  term  ^'  most  philosophi- 
caL'*  The.  philosojphy  of  the  syntax  I  did  not  in  any  respect  over- 
state, but  merely  recognised  or  discovered. 

.  In  one  respect  it  seemed  to  me  a  far  more  simple  language  than 

this,  eminent  writer  had  represented  the  Indian  languages  generally. 

And  this  was  in  this  very  philosophy  of  its  syntax.     By  synthesis 

I  undjerstand  the  opposite  of  analysis — the  one  resolving  into  its 

elements  what  the  other  compounds.     If  so,  the  synthesis  of  the 

Chippewa  language  is  clearly,^  to  my  mind,  homogeneous  and  of  a 

piece — -a  perfect  unity,  in  fact*     It  s^ems  to  be,  all  along,  the 

result  of  one  kind  of  reasoning,  or  thinking,  or  philosophizing. 

If^  therefore,  by  the  term  ''poly synthetic,*'  which  Mr.  Duponceau, 

in  1819,  introduced  for  the  class  of  Indian  languages,  it  be  meant 

that  its  grammar  consists  of  many  syntheses,  or  pli^ns  pf  thought,  it 

^d  not  appear  to  me  that  the  Chippewa  was  polysynthetic.    >But 

tina  I  coidd  not  state  to  a  man  of  his  learning  and  standing  with 

82 
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the  literary  pnblic^  without  incurring  the  imputation  of  rashness  or 
assumption. 

15th.  P.  de  Tchehachoffi  the  Bussian  gentleman  before  named, 
writes  to  me  in  the  idiom  of  a  foreigner,  from  Peoria,  on  his  pro- 
gress through  the  western  country.  ''  I  am  anxious/'  he  remarks, 
^^  to  take  advantage  of  the  first  opportunity  of  writing  to  you  from 
this  remote  western  world,  where  since  seven  days  I  did  not  meet 
with  any  other  beings  but  wolves  and  money-getting  Yankees.  I 
must  acknowledge  that  one  must  have  a  large  lot  of  curiosity  to 
visit  th€^se  one-fourth  civilized  regions  (that  are  by  far  worse  than 
any  real  wilderness),  for,  although  they  are  getting  settled  at  an 
incredible  speed,  they  don't  oiFer  to  the  mere  lover  of  the  beauties 
of  nature,  or  improvement  of  human  civilization,  any  great  charm. 
Here  nature  is  rich,  hut^  farmerlif  or  bysinewly  speaking,  killinglj 
prosaic — ^no  romance — ^no  Lake  Superior  water — ^no  scenery — ^no- 
thing, finally,  that  could  captivate  a  poetical  glance. 

*'  I  am  now  writing  these  poor  lines  under  a  regular  storm  of 
smoke-clouds,  and  chewing  tobacco  expectorations.  I  never  ex- 
perienced so  much  the  benefit  of  being  brought  up  as  a  warlike 
soldier,  to  stand  all  that.  However,  my  courage  is  sinking  down, 
and,  therefore,  I  shoot  ahead  to-morrow  at  daybreak,  as  fast  as 
possible,  either  by  water  or  by  land.  The  coaches  here  are  rather 
comfortable,  but  extremely  slow. 

^^  As  I  intend  to  make  but  a  very  short  stay  in  St.  Louis  and 
Ohio,  I'll  not  be  able  to  have  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  you  again 
before  reaching  New  York  or  Havana  ;  but,  if  you  continue  al- 
ways to  be,  for  me,  as  kind  as  formerly,  I  hope  you'll  grant  me  the 
particular  favor  of  writing  to  me  once  in  a  while.  This  will  be 
an  impudent  theft,  on  my  part,  of  time  so  usefully  consecrated  to 
scientific  pursuits.  Still  I  flatter  myself  you'll  pardon  it,  conse- 
quently founded  on  that  (perhaps  gratuitous)  supposition.  I'll 
ask  you  to  direct  your  letter  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina  (until 
called  for),  towards  the  middle  of  the  next  month,  and,  if  possible, 
answer  me  on  the  following  queries :  1.  What  are  the  inducements 
to  imagine  that  any  volcanic  action  exists  in  the  Porcupine  Moun- 
tains, and  mentioning,  approximately,  their  distance  from  the 
Ontonagon  Biver  ;  and  their  probable  influence  on  the  diffusion  o 
the  copper  ores  and  copper  boulders  on  its  shores  ?     2.  What  are 
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the  most  accurate  or  probable  limits  (by  degrees)  of  the  primitive 
.region  of  No^h  America;  and. whether  it  forms  any  chain,  or  has 
any  probable  communication  with  all  its  different  branches,  or  the 
main  ridges  of  the  Cordilleras  or  Andes  ?  3.  la  there  any  re- 
markable evaporation,  or  any  other  hygrometric  phenomenon,  or 
.inflaence'of  .currents  that  sustains  the  level  of  Lakes  Superior  and 
.SCchigan,  so  diametrically  opposite  in  their  geographical  situa- 
tion ?  4.  What  constitutes,  mainly,  the  predominating  geognostic 
features  of  Lake  Superior,  the  Upper  Mississippi,  and  the  Mis- 
souri?    I  shall  be  extremely  happy  to  see  these  problems  solved.'* 

nth*  This  day  terminated,  at  St,  Mary's,  the  melancholy  fate 
of  poor  Leslie  JDuncan.  Lisanity  is  dreadful  in  all  its  phases. 
This  man  wrote  to  me  early  in  the  spring  for  some  favor,  which  I 
granted.  He  was.  a  dealer  in  merchandise,  in  a  small  way,  at  St. 
Mary's,  where  he  was  known  as  a  reputable,  modest,  and  tem- 
pei:ate  man,  who  had  been  honorably  discharged,  with  some  small 
means,  from  the  army.  He  visited  Detroit  in  May  to  renew  his 
8|ock« .  Symptoms  of  aberration  there  showed  themselves,  which 
became  very  decided  after  his  return.  Utter  madness  supervened. 
It  waa  necessary  to  confine  him  in  a  separate  building,  and  to 
chun  him  to  a  post,  where  he  passed  five  months  as  an  appalling 
spectacle  of  a  human  being,  without  memory,  affection,  or  jndgment, 
and  perpetually  goaded  hy  the  most  raving  passion.  It  appeared 
that  the  pileS' — a  disease  under  which  he  had  suffered  fo^  many 
year8-r-ha4  been  cured  by  exsection  or  scarifying,  which  healed 
the  issne,  but  threw  the  blood  upon  his.  brain. 

2Zd.  A  functionary  of  the  general  government  at  Washington 
writes  me,  to  .bespeak  my  favorable  interest  for  the  wayward  son 
of  a  friend.  Arwin,  for  I  will  call  him  by  this  name,  was  the  son 
of  a  kind,  intelligent,  and  indulgent  father,  dwelling  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  who  had  spared  nothing. to  fit  him  for  a  useful 
and  honorable  life.  The  young  man  also  possessed  a  handsome 
person,  and  agreeable  and  engaging  maimers  and  accomplishments. 
But  his  love  for  the  coarser  amusements  of  the  world  and  its  dis- 
sipations, absorbed  faculties  that  were  suited  for  higher  objects. 
JkB  a  last  resort,  he  was  commended  to  some  adventurous  gentle- 
man engaged  in  the  fur  trade  on  the  higher  Missouri ;  where,  it 
hoped,  the  stern  realities  of  life  would  arrest  his  mind,  and  fix 
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it  on  nobler  pnrsnits.  But  a  winter  or  two  in  those  latitudes  ap- 
peared to  have  wrought  little  change.  lie  came  to  Mucklnacky  on 
his  way  back  to  civilized  life,  late  in  the  fall  of  1834,  exhauatled 
in  means,  poor  and  shabby  in  bis  wardrobe,  and  evidently  not  a 
pilgrim  from  the  ^^  land  of  steady  habits/' 

I  invited  him  to  my  honse,  in  the  hope,  of  winning  him  over  t-o 
the  side  of  morals,  gave  him  a  bed  and  plate,  and  treated  him  with 
courteous  and  respectful  attention.  He  was  placed  nnder  restraint 
by  these  attentions,  but  it  was  found  to  be  restraint  only.  He 
was  secretly  engaged  in  dissipations,  which  finally  became  so  low, 
that  I  was  compelled  to  leave  him  to  pursue  his  course,  and  thus 
to  witness  another  example  of  the  application  of  that  striking 
remark  of  Dr.  Johnson,  ^'  that  negligence  and  irregularity^  if  long 
continued,  will  render  knowledge  useless,  wit  ridiculous,  and  geniui 
contemptible." 

Nov.  29^A.  The  rough  scenes  required  by  a  missignary  life  on 
the  sources  of  the  Mississippi,  are  depicted  in  a  letter  from  the 
Hev.  W.  S.  Boutwell,  who  has  just  planted  himself  among  t^ 
Pillagers  at  Leech  Lake.     This  is  the  same  gentleman  who  aeecim- 
panied  me  to  Itasca  Lake  in  1832.     ^^  Your  favors,"  be.sayfl^  "of 
April  28th  and  July  26th,  are  before  me ;  and  would  that  I  eouli 
command  time  to  compensate  you  for  at  least  half !     Bat  look  t 
a  man  whose  head  and  hands  are  full  of  cares  and  duties.-   Tl 
only  time  I  get  to  write  is  stolen,  if  I  may  so  say,  from  the  hou 
of  repose.     October  the  ninth  I  arrived  here.     There  was  not 
sack  of  corn  nor  rice  to  be  bpught  or  sold.     I  had  but  two-m* 
and  with  these  a  house  must'  be  built  and  a  winter's  stock  o£. 
laid  up. '  What  must  be  done  ?     I  will  briefly  tell  you  what  I 
Four  days  after  my  arrival  I  sent  my  fisherman  to  Pelican  Isl 
and  pulled  off  my  coat  and  shouldered  my  axe,  and  led  the  c 
into  the  bush  to  make  a  house.     In  about  ten  days,  with  the 
of  one  man,  I  had  the  timber  cut  and  on  the  spot  for  a  log-cc 
twenty-two  by  twenty-four.     Some  part  of  this  I  not  onl; 
but  assisted  in  carrying  on  my  own  back.     But  for  every  i 
over-exertion  I  got  my  pay  at  night,  when  I  was  sure  to  be/ 
and  twisted'  with  the  rheumatism.      I  have  located  abo 
miles  east  of  the  old  fort,  where  you  counseled  with  the 
at  this  place.     As  you  cross  the  point  of  land  upon  which 
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fort  is  boilt,  you  fall  on  9  beautiful  baj,  a  mile  and  a  half  broad, 
on  the  east  side  of  wbich.I.have  located,  ini  the  midst  of  a  delight- 
ful groye  of  maples. .  South-west,  three-fourths  of  a^  mile,. is  the 
present  trading  house. 

^^  When  lurrived  I  had  not  ^uflScient  Oorn  to  feed  my  nien  three 
days.  There  was  also  at  that  time  a  great  scarcity  of  fish.  .  But 
the  God  of  Elijah  did  not  forsake  us.  We  soon  were  in  the  midst 
of  plenty.  On  the  11th  of  the  pi*esent  instant  my  fisherman  re-' 
turned,  haying  been  absent  jiot  quite .  four  weeks,  and  with  but 
four  nets,  yet  I.  had  nearly  6000  tulibees  (this  is  a  small  species 
of  whitefish)  on  my  scaffold.  My  house,  in  the  meantime,^  was 
going  forward,  though  rather  tardily,  with  but  one  man.  In  two 
days  more  I  hope  to  quit  my  bark  lodge  for  my  log  and  mud-wo^Ued 
cottage,  though  it  has  neither  chair  noir  three-legged  stool,  table 
nor  bedstead.  But  all  this  does  not  frighten  me.  No,  it  is  good 
fot  a  man  sometimes  to  litand  in  need^  that  be  may  the  better 
know  how  to  feeVfor  his  fellow-man<*. 

"  You  mention  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from.  Mr.  Greene,  relative 
to  the  field  at  Fond  du  Lac.  I  am  happy  to  hear  so  full  an  ex- 
pression of  your. views  in  relation  to  that  post.'  As  the  Board 
were  unable  to  supply  a  teacher^  Mr.  Hall,  on  visiting  them  in 
September,  with  myself  and  Mr.  Ely — we  were  ail  of  the  same 
opinion,  that  it  must  be  occupied — and  finally,  with  the  advice  of 
Mr.  Aitkin,  concluded  that  it  was  best  for  Mr..  Ely  to  pass  the 
winter  th^re.  Mr.  Cot^  was  also  very  desirous  of  a  school  being 
bpelied.  Sandy  Lake,  of  course,  is  without  a  teacher  this  winter. 
I  wasnot  a  little  disappointed,  after  the  repeated  assurances  and 
encouragemonts  of  the  Board  to  expe<;t  aid,  and  after  the  provision^ 
I  had  made  for  a  fellow-laborer,  to  be  directed  to  return  and  pass  • 
another  winter  as  I  did  the  past.  Suffice  it  to  say,  I  h^ve  learned 
more  of  Indian  habits,  ^customs,  prejudices,  &c.,  than  I  knew  two 
jrears,  or  even  o4ie  year  before. 

"To  pass  my  time  in  the  family  of  the  trader,  I  could  not  avoid 
giving  the  impression  that  I  was  more  interested  in  the  trade  than 
in  their  temporal  and  ispiritual  welfare.  To  live  alone  I  could  not, 
and  live  above  theii*  suspicion  from  the  habits  of  single  men  who 
are  engaged  in  the  trade.  To  live  in  the  family  with  my  hired 
man,  would  be  quit^  as  bad*    I,  therefore,  concluded  that  the  time 
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had  now  come  when  duty  was  too  imperious  not  to  jreceive  a  hear- 
ing. A  sense  of  dutj,  duty,  to  God,  the  cause  of  Chpistianity,  my- 
self and  this  people,  therefore,  led  mo  to  change  my  condition. 

'^I  am  giving  you  no  news  (I  presume),  only  the  reasons  which 
satisfy  myself,  and  that  for  an  enlightened  moral  being  is  enough, 
at  least  it  is  all  I  need  or  wish  to  meet  friend  or  foe. 

''  The  Indians  now  are  all  at  their  wintering  grounds,  and  on 
good  terms  with  the  Sioux,  as  I,  this  evening,  learn  from  Mr.  D., 
who  has  just  returned  from  an  excursion  among  them.  They  have 
appeared  quite  as  friendly,  and  by  far  more  civil,  this  fall  than 
last." 

Bee.  8f  A.  Mr.  Leonard  Woods,  and  Dr.  A,  W.  Ives,  of  New  Yoric, 
press  me  to  write  for  the  pages  of  the  Theological  Heview,  a  peri- 
odical of  great  spirit  and  judgment  in  its  department. 

^laL  The  people  of  this  territory  have  evinced,  in  various  ways, 
great  uneasiness  in  not  being  admitted,  by  a  preparatory  act  of 
Congress,  to  the  right  of  forming  a  state  constitution,  and  admis- 
sion into  the  Union,  agreeably  to  the  Ordinance  of  1787.  The 
population  has,  for  some  time,  been  more  than  sufScient  to  author- 
ize one  representative.  In  some  respects,  the  term  of  territorial 
probation  and  privilege  has  been  extraordinary,  and  bears  a  strik- 
ing analogy  to  that  of  a  plant,  thrice  plucked  up  by  the  roots,  and 
watered,  and  nourished,  and  set  out  again.  It  has  been  twenty-nine 
years  a  territory,  having  l^een  first  organized,  I  believe,  in  1805. 
For  the  first  seven  years  it  was  under  the  government  of  Gen.  Hull, 
by  whom  it  was  lost,  and  fell  under  foreign  conquest.  It  then  had 
about  a  year  of  military  government  under  Gen.  Brock,  and,  after 
being  re-conquered  in  1814,  lived  on,  awhile,  under  the  rule  of  our 
own  commanding  generals.  Gen.  Cass  was,  I  think,  appointed  by 
Mr.  Monroe,  late  in  1814,  and  governed  it  for  the  long  period  of 
eighteen  years.  Geo.  B.  Porter  succeeded,  and,  since  his  death, 
there  has  been  a  confused  interregnum  of  secretaries. 

"  Thrice  plucked  up"  was  it,  by  the  total  destruction  of  Detroit 
(which  was  in  fact  the  territwy)  by  fire  in  1806,  by  the  terrible 
Indian  and  British  war  in  1812,  and  by  the  Indian  war  of  ^e 
Black  Hawk  of  1882.  It  has  suffered  in  blood  and  toil  more 
than  any,  or  all  the  other  north-western  territories  together.  It 
has  been  the  entering  point  for  all  hostilities  from  Canada ;  and,  to 


mSONAL  kKUOIBS, 


m 


symbolize  its  po6|tioB)  it  h^  been  the  anivil  on  which  dl  ,tbe  grand 
weapons  of  our  Indian  scath  have  been  hampiered.  Its.  old  French 
and  American  families  have  been  threshed  by  the  flail  of  war,  like 
grain  on  a  floor.  And  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  [People  are  tired  of 
waiting  for  sovereignty,  and  think  of  taking  the  remedy  into  their 
own  Jiands.  On  the  9tli  of  September,  the  Legislative  *  Council 
passed  an  jict  for  taking  the  censns.  The  result  showd  a  popula- . 
tion  of  85,856,^  in  the  fourteen  lower  counties,  and  the  first  steps 
for  a' self-called  convention  are  in  progress. 
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CHAPTER    LIII. 

Indications  of  a  moral  reyolniion  in  the  place — ^Political  movements  at  De- 
troit— ^Review  of  the  state  of  'society  at  MichilimaclLiBack,  arising  firom  its 
being  the  great  central  power  of  the  north-west  fbr  tradfe — ^A  lietter  from 
Br.  Greene^— Prerequisites  of  the  missionary  fanction—Disconragements — 
The  state  of  the  Mackinack  Mission — -Problem  of  employing  natiTe  teachers 
and  cTangelists — Letter  of  Mr.  Duponcean — (Ethnological  gossip— Trans- 
lation'of  the  Bible  into  Algonquin — ^Don  M.  Niijera — Premium  oiTered  by 
Ibe  French  Institute — ^Persistent  Satanic  influence  among  the  Indian  tribes 
— ^Boundary  dispute  with  Ohio— Character  of  the  State  CouTentlon. 

1835.  Jan.  10th.  Thb  year  opened  with  some  bright  moral 
gleams.  The  members  of  the  church  had,  earlj  in  the  antnmn, 
feh  the  necessity  of  a  close  union.  Left  bj  th^ir  esteemed  pastor^ 
who  had  been  their  "  guide,  philosopher,  i^nd  friend"  f<Mr  twelTie 
years,  and  by  some  of  its  leading  members,  they  rested  with  more 
directness  and  simplicity  of  faith  on  God.  They  ordained  a  fast. 
Evening  and  lecture  meetings  were  observed  to  be  full  of  eager 
listeners.  A  marked  attention  was  paid  on  the  Sabbath  when 
Mr.  J.  D.  Stevens,  who  had  come  into  the  harbor  late  in  the  fall, 
bound  westward,  agreed  to  pass  the  winter  and  occupied  Mr. 
Ferry's  empty  desk.  The  Sabbath  schools  in  the  village  and  at 
the  mission  were  observed  to  be  well  attended.  Indeed,  it  was 
not  long  in  being  noticed  that  we  were  in  the  midst  of  a  quiet  and 
deeply-spread  revival.  Never,  it  would  seem,  was  there  a  truer 
exemplification  of  the  maxim  that  "  the  race  is  not  always  to  the 
swift  nor  the  battle  to  the  strong,*'  for  we  had  supposed  ourselves 
to  be  shorn  of  all  strength  by  the  loss  of  our  pastor,  by  the  failure 
of  help  from  the  Home  Missionary  Society,  and  by  the  withdrawal 
from  the  island  of  some  of  our  most  efficient  members.  This  feel- 
ing of  weakness  and  desertion  was,  in  fact,  the  secret  of  our 
strength,  which  laid  in  the  church's  humility.  Ere  we  were  aware 
of  it,  a  spirit  of  profound  seriousness  stole  over  the  community 
like  a  soft  and  gentle  wind. 
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28(h,  Maj.  Whiting  writes,  from  Ddtrdit :  "  There  is  nothing 
new  in  the  p6litic;il  world,  excepting  that  Michigan  has  no  governor 
yet,  and  that  the  council  has  authorized  a  convention  to  form  n 
State  Government  neitt  April.  Some  think  the  step  piremature  ;  ' 
others  that  it  is  alha  matter  of  course.  >  The  cold  has  been  excess, 
sive  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard— down  to  about  46^  below  zero 
in  New  England^  and  even  22^  below  at  Washington;  Here  we 
have  had  it  hardly  down  to  0." 

Feb.  Sd.  Mr.  Bobert  Stuart  writes,  from. Brooklyn^  in. relation; 
to  the  revival  in  a  portion  ef  the  inhabitants  of  this  island,. am9ng 
whom  be  has  so  long  lived,  in  terms  of  Christian  sympathy. 
Mackinflck  is  a  point  where,  to  amass  '^  silver  and  gold,''  has  beetf 
the  great  struggle  of  men  from  the  earliest  days,  of  our  histix'y. 
Few  places  on  the  continent  have  been  so  celebrated  a  locality,  fpr 
so  long  a  period,  of  wild  and  unlicensed  enjoyment,  for  botk  frier- 
geois  2Jii  vaycigettr  engaged  in  the  perilous  and  adventuresome 
business  of  the  fur  trade.  Those  who  speak  of  .it$  history  during 
the  last  half  of  the  eighteenth  and  beginning  of  the  nineteenth ' 
century,  depict  the  periods  of  the  annual  return  of  the  tradets  .. 
from  their  wintering  stations  in  the  great  panorama  of  the  wilder* 
ness,  east,  west,  north,  and  south,  as  a  perfect  carnival,  in  which 
eating  and  drinking  and  wild  carousals  prevailed.  The  earnings 
of  a  year  were  often  spent  in  a  ij?eek  or  a  day.  As  to-  practical 
morality,  it  was  regarded  by  the  higher  ordei"  of  "  merchant-voy- 
ageurs"  as  something  spoken  of  in  books,  but  not  worth  the  while 
of  a  ban  vivant  The  common  hands,  who  paddled  canoes  and 
underwent  the  drudgery  of  the.  trade  (who  were  exclusively  of  the 
lower  order  of  Canadian  peasantry),  squared  their  moral  accounts 
once  a  year  with  a  well-conducted  confessional  interview  and  a 
crown,  and  felt  as  happy  as  the  "  Christian  Pilgrim''  when  he  had 
been,  relieved  of  his  burden.  It  would,  probably,  be  wrong  to  say 
that  the  lordly  Highlander,  the  impetuous  son  of  Erin,  or  the  proud 
and  independent  Englishman,  who  vied  with  each  other  in  feats'  of 
sumptuous  hospitality  during  these  periods  of  relaxation,  did  much 
better  on  the  score  of  moral  respensibilities.  They  broke,-  gene- 
rally, nine  out  of  the  ten  commandments  without  a  wipoe,  but  kept 
the  other  "* very  scrupulously,  and  would  flash  up  and  call  their 
companions  to  a  duel  who  doubted  them  on  that  point.  But*  of 
the  practical  things  of  religion,  as  they  are  depicted  by  Paul  and 
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the  Apostles,  thej  lived  in  utter  disregard;  these  things  were  laid 
aside,  like  the  heavier  parts  of  Dr.  Drowsj's  sermon,  for  ^^  some 
more  fitting  opportunity,"  that  is  to  say,  till  a  fortune  was  secured 
from  the  avails  of  "skins  and  peltries,"  and  they  returned  tri- 
umphantly to  the  precinots  of  civilized  and  Christian  society.  Of 
the  wild  and  picturesque  Indian,  who  was  ever  a  man  most  scra- 
pulous  of  rites  and  ceremonies,  it  was  hardly  deemed  worth  inquiry 
whether  ho  had  a  soul,  or  whether  the  deity  of  the  elements,  whom 
he  worshiped  under  the  name  of  the  Great  Spirit,  was  not,  in  the 
language  of  the.Universalist  Poet,  "Jehovah,  Jove,  or  Lord." 

A  society  which,  like  that  of  Michilimaokinack,  was  based  on 
such  a  state  of  affairs  but  a  few  years  back,  could  hardly  be  re- 
garded without  strong  solicitude,  for  my  correspondent  had  been  a 
witness,  in  the  first  revival  under  Mr.  Ferry,  in  1828,  of  which  he 
was  himself  a  subject,  that  there  is  a  "  Power  that  breaketh  the 
flinty  heart  in  pieces,  who  also  giveth  freely  and  upbraideth  not." 
Most  of  the  subjects  of  hope  at  this  time  were,  however,  of  a 
younger  growth  and  a  more  recent  type  of  migration.  "  May 
the  spirit  of  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  is  his  pious  remark,  "be  with, 
and  direct  you  all  in  the  great  work  of  leading  souls  into  the  king- 
dom of  his  grace!  It  is  a  fearful  responsibility,  but  if  you  look 
to  him,  and  him  alone,  for  guidance,  he  will  bless  and  prosper  your 
efforts." 

19th  Rev.  David  Greene,  Missionary  Booms,  Boston,  discusses 
in  a  letter  of  this  date,  some  questions  respecting  the  policy  and 
high  function  of  missionyy  labor — the  present  statO'Cf  the  Macki- 
nack  mission;  and  the  character  and  fitness  of  educated  persons  of 
the  native  stocks  for  evangelists,  which  are  of  high  importance.  He 
remarks: — 

"All  you  write  respecting  the  impropriety  of  being  dis- 
heartened— the  demand  of  the  Indians  on  our  church,  and  candi- 
dates for  missionary  service— the  necessity  of  withdrawing  our 
dependence  for  success  and  the  work  of  converting  men,  from  any 
particular  human  instruments,  and  placing  them  on  God  alone; 
and  the  propriety  of  having  missionaries  released  from  secular 
cares  and  labors,  as  far  as  practicable,  accords  perfectly  with  my 
own  views,  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  with  those  cnterl^ined  by  our 
committee. 

'^  But  the  difficulty,  after  all,  remains,  of  obtaining  suitable  persons 
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ought  to  turn  away  from  the  millions,  in  the  populous  nations  of 
Asia,  and  go  among  our  scattered  tribes.  Here  is  our  irhole  ground 
of  discouragement..  So  far  as  conversions  are  concerned  (and  these 
are  the  great  objects  of  a  missionary's  labor),  none  of  our  missions 
have  been  more  successful  than  those  among  the  Indians ;  and^  if 
we  had  a  hundred  men  of  .the  spirit  and  activity  of  David  Brainerd^ 
or  Eliot,  I  should  have  the  strongest  expectations  that  all-  our 
Indian  tribes  would  be  converted  without  great  delay.  But  we 
have  BO. prospect  of  obtaining  them.  I  fear  there  are  few  such  in 
our  churches. 

^^  I  thii^  that  the  mission  of  Mackinack  h<as  been  a  very  success- 
ful one,  Especially  in  exerting  an  extensive  religioud  influence,  anjd 
being,  ^  you  justly  re-mark, '  the  nucleus  of  Christianity  in  the  north* . 
west.'  How  far  the  recentchanges  in  the  arrangements  of  the  Ame- 
rican Fur  Company  are  going  to  affect  its  importance  in  these 
respects,  and  others,  I  cannot  say;  but  our  Committee  are  by.no 
means  disposed  to  relinquish  St,  while  there  is  a  hope  of  doing  suffi- 
cient good  th^re  to  justify  the  keeping  up  of  the  requisite  establish-* 

ment.     The  farm  we  do  not  wish  to  retain,  if  we  can  sell  it  at  a 

•  '   ' 

reasonablC'price.  All  the  secular  afiairs  we  would  be  glad  to  reduce, 
and  intend  to  do  it  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  without  too  great  saqri-. 
fice  of  property.  The  family,  we  know,  is  too  large,  and  we  hope 
it  may  be  reduced;  but  there  are  some  impediments  in  the  way  of 
doing  it  at  once,  especially  as  the  females  there  hare  been  worn 
out  in  the  service,  and  possess  a  genuine  missionary  spirits  We 
desire  to  obtain  a  missionary,  and  have  made  many  inquiries  for 
one,  but  hear  of  none  with  whom  the  church  and  other  residents, 
together  with,  the  visitors  at  Mackinack,  would  be  satisfied. 

^^  As  to  a  school  for  evangelists  and  teachers.  Do  you  think,  dear 
sir,  that  the  persons  of  Indian  descent  could  now  be  fou^d,  pos- 
sessed of  piety,  talents,  good  character,  akid  a  disposition  to  take 
this  course  of  life,  in  sufficient  numbers  to  justify  giving  the  school 
such  a  turn?  Or,  are  there  youths  sufficiently  promising,  though 
not  pious,  with  whose  education  you  would  think  it  advisable  to 
proceed,  hoping  that,  by  the  blessings  of  God,  they  would  be  cobt 
Terted  and  made  heralds  of  mercy  to  their  red  brethren  ?  I  have 
supposed  there  Were  not,  and  that  an  attempt  of ^this^  kind  would 
«Jmo8t  certainly  prove  abortive.  A  more  detailed  knowledge  of  f act%' 
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which  yon  are  in  a  situation  to  possess,  might  change  my  opinion. 
There  is  nothing  we  more  desire  anii  labor  for,  at  all  our  missions, 
ilian  good  native  helpers.  They  are  an  invaluable  acquisition,  but 
our  experieni;e  teaches  us  that  they  are  exceedingly  rare.  Not 
one  educated  heathen  youth  in  ten,  cyefi  if  pious  when, he  cora- 
mcQces  his  studies,  has  been  found  fit  for  an  office  requiring  judg- 
ment, good  common  sense,  and  energy  of  character.  Still  we  do 
not  think  that  this  ought  to  deter  us  from  attempts  to  raise  up 
natiye  teachers  and  evangelists.  Most  of  the  work  of  converting 
the  heathen  nations  must  unquestionably  be  performed  by  them. 
If  the  opening  should  seem  fair,  we  would  try  it  at.  Mackinack.^' 
^"  28tA.  In  a  letter  from  Mr.  Duponceaiu,  respecting  the  publica- 
tion of  my  lectures  on  the  grammatical  structure  of  the  Ohippowa 
language,  he  communicates  the  latest  philological  news  in  this . 
and  other  parts  of'  the  world,  respecting  the  Indian  languages. 

^'  You  will  not  be  a  little  astonished  that,  a  translation  of  the 
Bible,  is  n5w  making  at  Rome  into  the  Algonquin  (which  I  pre- 
sume to  be  the  same,  or  nearly  the  same  as  the  Chippewa)  lan- 
gulige,  under  the  auspices  of  the  present  Pope,  Gregory  XVI.  The 
translator  is  a  French  missionary,  who  has  long  resided  among 
those  Indians  >n  Canada.  He  l^as  written  a  grammar  and  die- 
tionary  of  that  idiom,  which  he  writes  me  he  is  shortly  going  to 
put  to  press.  It  "will  be  curious  to  compare  that  grammar  and  that 
dictionary  with  your  own,  and  to  see  how  far  the  two  languages, 
the  Algonquin  and  the  Chippewa^  agree  with  or  differ  from  each 
•t)ier.  When  I  was  in  Canada  I  heard  much  of  this  Mr.  Tha- 
venet,  the  name  of  that  missionary.  He  enjoys  a  great  reputa- 
tion in  this  country,  and  it  seems  he  has  obtained  the  favor  of 
the  Pope. 

''  We  have  in  this  city  a  Mexican  gentlemdi,  Don  Manuel 
Najera^  a  man  of  letters,  well  skilled  in  the  Mexican  and  other 
Indian  languages  of  that  country.  He  says  they  are  all,  as  I  caU 
them,  polysynthetic,  and  resemble  in  that  respect  those  of  the  In- 
dians of  the  United  States.  One  only  he  excepts,  the  Othomi, 
and  that,  he  says,  is  monosyllabic,  like  the  Chinese.  He  has  trans- 
lated into  it,  from  the  Greek,  the  ieleventh  Ode  of  Anacreon,  which 
I  am  going  to  present  to  the  Philosophical  Society.  He  has  added 
grammatical  notes,  which  are  extremely  curiouis.  He  has  also 
written  in  Latin,  several  interesting  dissertations  on  other  Mexican 
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idiom^y  also  for  the.  society,  which  I  expect  ifill  be  published  in 
their  transactioiis,  either  in  the  original  or  in  a  translation.  He 
is  greatly  pleased  with  your  specimen  of  a; .  Chippewa  grammar. 
He  understands .  English  very  well,  also  Ijrenob,  Italian^  and^  of 
course,  his  native  Spanish^ 

'^  The  philosophy  of  oiir  Indian  languages  has  become  Very 
fashionable  ^among  the  learned  in  Europe.  The  Institute  of  F^^ance 
had  offered  a  premium  of  a  gold  medal,  of  the  value  of  1200  francs, 
for  the  best  essay  on  the  grammatical  construction  of  the  family  of 
North  American  languages,  of  which  the  Chippewa,  the  Delaware  and 
Mohegan  are  considered  the  principal' branches,  of  course 'including 
the  Iroquois^  Wyandot,  Naudowessie,  &c.  The  premium  is  to  be 
awarded  on  the  1st.  of  May  next.  .  I  would  have  informed  you  of 
it  at  the  time,  if  it  had  not .  been  made  a  sine^qua  nan  that  the 
memoirs  should  be  written  in  Latin  or  French.  I  hav^,  therefore, 
ventured  on  sending  one,  in  which  I  have  availed  myself  of  your 
excellent  grstmtnar,  giving  credit  for  it,  as  in  duty  bound.  I  have 
literally  translated  what  you  say  at  the  beginning  of  youi*  first  and 
of  your  second  leqture,  which  will  be  found  the  best  part  of  my 
work,  as  it  is  impossible  to  descrijbe  the  character  of  those  lan- 
guages with  more  clearness  and  elegance." 

lOth.,  A  young  gentleman  (Mr.  W.  Fred.  Williams)  spent  a  few 
days  at  my  house,  at  Michilimackinack,  much  to  our  gratification, 
and,  it  seems  from  a  kind  letter  of  this  date, . wHtten  fro)n  ]3uff^6, 
also  to  his  own.  He  jsends  me  a  box  of  geological  speoiinend,  and  a 
Chinese  idol,  and  some  sticks  of  frankincense^'nst  received  by  Mm 
from  a  relative,  who  is  a  missionary  in  Canton,  as  an  offering. of  re- 
membrance. The  heart  is  gratified  with  friendly  l^tle  interchanges 
of  respect^  and  it  is  a  false  sense  of  human  dignity  that  prevents 
their  instant  aclqiowledgment.  We  study,  read,  investigate,  com- 
pare,, experiment,  judge  as  philosophers,  but  we  live  as  men — ^as 
common  men.  Facts  move  or  startle  the  judgment ;  but.  such 
little  things  as  the  gift  of  even  an  apple,,  or  a  smiling  friendly  coun- 
tenance, appeal  to  the  heart. 

l^th.  My  article  for  the  Theological  Bevieiv  was  well  received. 
'  ^'It  was  in  time,".say^  the  editor,  ^'  for  the  March  number,  and 
you  will  receive  it  in  a  few  days.     I  read  it,  and  so  did  the  com- 
mittee, with  the  highest  satisfaction.     It  contains  much  new  in- 
formation relating  to  the  superstitions  .of  the  Indii^ns,  and  is 
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April  7th.  The  dispute  with  Ohio,  respecting  our  southern  bound- 
ary, grows  warmer,  and  is  fomented,  on  her  part,  by  speculators 
in  public  lands  on  the  westerly  shores  of  Maumee  Bay.  Otherwise 
it  could,  ba^asily  settled.  The  mere  historical  and  geographical 
question,  ^  founded  on  the  language  of  the  Ordiqance  of  1787^ 
would  appear  to  leaire  the  right  with  Michigan.  Ohio  legislation, 
or  constitutionaj  encroacbnient,  could  not  surely  overrule  an  act  of 
Congress.  "  The  difficulty  with  Ohio,'.'  sayg  Major.  W.,  of  Detroit, 
'^is  of  a.  threatening  character.  It  is  not  now,  perhaps,  any  nearer 
adjustment  that  at  any  .previous  stage,  .although  pacificators  have 
been  sent  on  by  the  resident.  But  the  ^  million  of  freemen' 
B^te  does  not^  think  it  comports  with  her  dignity  to  desfist,  or 
vacate  Michigan,  is  prepared  for  war,  and  is  determined  to  proceed 
to  blood  if  need  be.  Go^  Cass  will  be  here,  it  is  said  on  good 
authority,  in  May  or  June.  Political  divisions  here,  unfort'pn$itely, 
run  too  high  for  a  proper  convention.  ;  Party  feeling  has  governed 
ttsclnsively,  in  a  case  where  they,  perhaps,  can  have  no  operation.- 
Whoever  goes  into  the*  convention  will  probably  have  nearly. the 
same  views,,  and  it  would  have  been  well  to  have  sent  the  best  and 
most,  intelligent.  But,  on  the  whole,  proba,bly  three-fourths  of  the 
members  will  find  it  as  new  business  as  if'  they  were  to  undertake 
astronomy."  .       ^ 

14^A.  Charles  Fotheringay,  of  Toronto,  U.  C„  issues  and  for- 
wards a  cire!]^ar  headed  ^^  Lyceum  of  Natural  History  and  the  Fine 
Arts."  The  object  is  to  found,  in  that  city,  a  cabinet  which  sh^l 
do  justice  to  the  claims  of  science  and  philosophical  Uaraing  on 
subject., 
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mer  months  as  the  country  increases  in  population.  To  Chicago, 
St.  Louis,  Natchez,  and  New  Orleans,  as  well  as  Detroit,  Cleve- 
land, Cincinnati,  and  Buffalo,  I  should  suppose  it  to  be  a  perfect 
Montpelicr  in  the  summer  season. 

May  6th.  In  the  scenes  of  domestic  and  social  and  moral  sig- 
nificancj,  which  have  rendered  the  island  a  plaoe  of  delight  to 
manj  persons  during  the  seclusion  of  the  winter,  no  one  has  en- 
tered with  a  more  pleasing  zeal  into  the  area  than  a  young  man 
whose  birth,  I  think,  was  not  far  from  the  Rock  of  Plymouth.  I 
shall  call  him  Otwin.  I  invited  him  to  pass  the  winter  as  a  guest 
in  my  house,  where  his  conversation,  manners,  and  deep  enthusi- 
astic and  poetic  feeling,  and  just  discrimination  of  the  moral 
obligation  in  men,  rendered  him  an  agreeable  inmate.  lie  h^d  a 
saying  and  a  text  for  almost  everybody,  but  uttered  all  he  siaid  in 
such  a  pleasing  spirit  as  to  give  offence  to  none.  He  was  ever  in 
the  midst  of  those  who  came  together  to  sing  and  pray,  and  was 
quite  a  favorite  with  the  soldiers  of  the  garrison.  He  wrote  dur- 
ing the  season  some  poetic  sketches  of  Bible  scenes,  which  he  sent 
by  a  friend  to  New  York  in  the  hope  that  they  might  merit  pub- 
lication. Dr.  Ives,  of  N.  Y.,  to  whom  I  wrote  in  relation  to  them, 
put  the  manuscript  into  the  hands  of  the  Sabbath  School  Pub- 
lishing Committee,  which  appeared  to  be  a  judicious  disposition. 
It  was,  probably,  thought  to  require  something  more  than  moral 
didactic  dii^ogues  to  justify  the  experiment  of  printing  them. 
Otwin  himself  went  into  the  missionary  field  of  Lake  Superior. 

10th.  The  Indians  have  brought  me  at  various  times  the  skins 
of  a  white  deer,  of  an  Arctic  fox,  of  a  wolverine,  and  some  other 
species  which  have  either  past  out  of  their  usual  latitudes  or  assumed 
some  new  trait.  Elks'  and  deers'  horns,  the  foot,  horns,  and  skin  of 
the  cariboo,  which  is  the  (7.  SylvestriSy  are  deposited  in  my  cabinet, 
and  are  mementos  of  their  gifts  from  the  forest.  One  of  the  ques- 
tions hardest  for  the  Christian  geologist  to  solve  is — how  the  animals 
of  our  forests  got  to  America.  For  there  is  every  evidence,  both 
from  the  Sacred  Record  and  from  the  examination  of  the  strata, 
that  the  ancient  disruption  was  universal,  and  destroyed  the 
species  and  genera  which  could  not  exist  in  water.  One  of  two 
conditions  of  t!he  globe  seems  necessary,  on  the  basis  of  the  Pen- 
tateuch, to  account  for  their  migration — either  that  a  continental 
connection  existed,  or  that  the  seas  in  northern  latitudes  were 
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frozea  over.  But^  in  the  latter  intse,  how  did  the  tropical  Animtb 
subsist  and  eonst  ?  The  Polar  bear,  the  Arctic  fox,  anid  the  nvA 
ox  would  do  well  enough ;  but  how  was  the  armadiUoi  the  cougffy 
the  lama,  and  even  the  bison  to  fare  7 

This  question  is  far  more  difficult  to  solve  than  that  of.  the  mi- 
gration of  the  aborigines,  for  thej  could  cross  in  yarious  ways; 
but  quadrupeds  could  not  €ome  in  boats.    Birds  could  fly  from 
island  to  island,  snakes  and  dogs  might  swiiii,  but  how  came  the 
sloth  and  the  other  quadrupeds  of  the  tomd  sone  ?    Who  can 
assert  that  there  has  not  been  a  powerful  disruptive  geological 
action  in  the  now  peaceable  Pacific  ?     It  is  replete  with  volcanic 
powers. 

15th.  ChabowAwa,  an  Indian  chief,  a  Chippewa,  called,  to  get 
some  slips  of  the  cUrrant-bush  from  my  gardian,  to  take  to  Uis  vil- 
lage. Although  thie  buds  were  too  near  the  point  of  ^pansiitt',  in 
the  open  and  sunny  parts  of  the  gaVden,  some  slips  were  found 
near  the  fences  more  backward,  and  be  was  thus  supplied. 

25th.  I  have  long  deliberated  what  I  should  do  with  my  mate- 
rials, denoting  a  kind  of  oral  literature  among  the  Chippewas  and 
other  tribes,  in  the  shape  of  legends  and  wild  tales  of  the  imagina- 
tion. The  narrations  themselves  are  often  soincongruoqs,  grotesque, 
and  fragmentary,  as  to  require  some  hand  better  than  mine,  to  put 
them  in  shape.  And  yet,  I  feel  that  nearly  all  their  value,  as 
indices  of  Indian  imagination,  must  depend  on  preserving  their 
original  form.  Some  little  time  since,  I  wrote  to  Washington 
Irving  on  the  subject.     In  a  response  of  this  date,  he  observes : — 

'^  The  little  I  have  seen  of  our  Indian  tribes  has  awakened  an 
earnest  anxiety  to  know  more  concerning  them,  and,  if  possible,  to 
embody  some  of  their  fast-fading  characteristics  and  traditions  in 
our  popular  literature.  My  own  personal  opportunities  of  observ- 
ing them  must,  necessarily,  be  few  and  casual;  but  I  would  gladly 
avail  myself  of  any  information  derived  from  others  who  have  been 
enabled  to  mingle  among  them,  and  capacitated  to  perceive  and 
appreciate  their  habits,  customs,  and  moral  qualities.  I  know  of 
no  one  to  whom  I  would  look  with  more  confidence,  in  these  respects, 
than  to  yourself;  and,  I  assure  you,  I  should  receive  as  high  and 
unexpected  favors  any  communication  of  the  kina  you  suggest, 
that  would  aid  me  in  furnishing  biographies,  tales  or  sketches, 
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iUustratiye  of  Indian  life,  Indian  character,  and  Indian  mythology 
and  superstitions.".  «  \^ 

I  had  never  regAtded  these  manuscripts,  gleaned  from  the  lodges 
with  no  little  |»ain8-taking,.as  mere  materials  to  be  worked  up  hy  the 
literary  loom,  although  the  work  should  be  dpne  by  one  of:  the  most 
popular  and  fascinating  American  pens.  I  feared  th^t  the  roygh- 
neae,  which. g&ve  th^m  their  characteristic  originality  and  Doric 
Iruthfi^lness,  would .  be  smoothed  and  polished  off'  to  assume  the 
shape  of  a  sort  of.  In^o- American  series  of  tales ;  a  cross  between 
the  Anglo-Saxon  and  the  Algonquin.       ; 

28th.  Switzerland  enters  the  missionary  field  of  America  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  the  condition  of  the  aborigines.  This  im- 
pressed me  as  well.  We  leave  the  red  man  sitting  in  every  want, 
a(  our  doors,  and  rush  to  India.  It  is  true,  that  field  counts,  its 
millions,  where  we  can  thousands.  But  an  appeal  to  the  missionary 
ifecord  shows,  if  I  am  not  ^eatly  mistaken,  that  the  proportionate 
number  of  converts , from  an  Indian  tribe  is  greater  than  that  of 
the  tribes  of  Asia,  and  that  an  ipfinitely  greater  sum  is  eicpended  by 
our  churches  for  every  convert  to  Christianity  m^e  aipong  the 
heathen  of  Asia  than  of  America.  The  Rev.  Henry  Olivier,  from 
the  Evangelical  Society  in  Switzerland,  visited  me,  this  day,  with 
a  companion  in  his  labors.  He  detailed  to  me  hid  plans.  It  is  his 
design  .to  select  the  Dacotah  tribe,  on  the  Upper  Mississippi,  as 
the  object  of  his  exertions. 

Jiine  2d.  Commenced  setting  new  pickets  in  front  of  the  ageiicy 
lot,  and  removing  the  old  ones  of  whit^  cedar,  which,  tradition  says, 
have  stood  n^ar  half  a  century. 

15th.  The  editors  of  the  Knickerbocker  Magazine  (Clark  and 
Edson)  solicit  contributions  to  its  pages.  This  periodical  has  always 
maintained  a  respectable  rank,  and  appears  destined  to  hold  on  its 
coarse.  I^am  too  far  out  of  the  world  to  judge  well.  The  comict 
of  periodicals  appears  to  increase ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  the  numr 
t^  of'  sound  readers,  who  seek  useful  knowledge,  keepd  pace  with 
it.  I.  think  not.  We  seem  to  bo  on  the  eve  of  a  light  and  trifling 
kind  of  literature,  which  is  hashed  up  with  condiments  for  weak 
stomachs. 

Juli/  2d.  The  weather,  for  the  entire  month  of  June,  was  most 
delightful  and  charming.     On  one  of  the  latter  days  of  the  month 
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the  fine  and  large  steamer  ^^  Michigan"  came  into  the  harbor,  Kith  s 
brilliant  throng  of  visitors,  among  the  number  the  Secretary  of 
War  (Gen.  Cass)  and  his  daughter.  The  arrival  put  joy  and  uu- 
mation  into  every  countenance.  The  Secretary  reyiewed  the  troopfii 
and  visited  the  Agency,  and  the  work^hops  for  the  bei^efit  of  the 
Indians.  He,  and  the  gay  and  brilliant  throng,  visited  whatever 
was  curious  and  interesting,  and  embarked  on  their  return  to  De- 
troit, after  receiving  the  warm  congratulations  of.  the  citizens.  •  I 
took  the  occasion  to  accompany  the  party  to  Detroit. 

4th.  The  debasing  character  of  the  light  and  popular  literature 
which  is  coming  into  vogue,  is  happily  alluded  to  in  a  casual  letter 
from  Dr.  A.  W.  Ives,  of  New  York.  "I  regret,"  he  says,  "that 
the  well  directed  labors  of  the  excellent  Otwin  cannot  be  made 
available,  but  the  truth  is,  there  is  such  an  unspeakable  mass 
of  matter  written  for  the  press  at  the  present  day,  that  all  of  it 
cannot  be  printed,  much  less  be  read.  I  think  it  one  of  the  great 
toils  of  the  age.  Indolence  is  a  natural  attribute  of  man,  and  he 
dislikes  intellectual  even  more  than  physical  toil.  Most  men 
read,  therefore,  only  such  things  as*  require  ho  thought,  and  con- 
sequently there  is  a  bounty  offered  for  the  most  frivolous  literary 
productions.         *         *         * 

"Your  isolated  position  prevents  your  realizing,  to  its  greatest 
extent,  the  evil  of  this  superfluity  of  books;  but  if  you  were  con- 
stantly receiving  from  thirty  to  forty  daily,  weekly,  and  monthly 
periodicals,  besides  one  or  more  ponderous  volumes,  every  week, 
I  cannot  but  think  that,  with  all  your  ambition  and  thirst  tor 
knowledge,  ypu  would  wish  rather  for  an  Alexandrian  conflagra- 
tion than  an  increase  of  books. 

"Every  man  who  thinks  he  has  a  new  thought,  or  striking 
thought,  thinks  himself  justified  in  writing  a  volum^.  ,  Of  this  I 
wotA  not  complain  if  he  would  have  th6  ingenuousness  to  inform 
the  reader,  in  a  nota  hency  on  what  page^  the  new  idea  could  be 
found,  so  that,  if  he  paid  for  the  book,  he  should  bo  spared  the 
trouble  of  hunting  for  the  kernel  in  the  bushel  of  compiled  and 
often  incongruous  chaff*^  in  which  the  author  has  dexterously  hid  it. 

"But  the  labor  and  expense  of  new  publications  are  the  least 
of  their  e\ils.  You  cannot  imagine  what  an  influence  is  exerted^ 
in  this  city,  at  the  present  time,  by  'penny  newspapers.'  There 
are  from  fifteen  to  twenty,  I  believe,  published  daily,  and  not  less 
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on  BTi  arerage,  I  presame,  tban  5000  copies  of  each.  A  number 
of  them  strike  off  from  10,000  to  20,000  every  day.  They  have 
no  regulalr  subscrihersj  or^at  leasts  they  do  not  depend  upon  sub^ 
scribers  for  a  support.  They  are  hawked  about  ifad  atreets,  the 
steambolits  and  taverns  by  boys,  and  are,  for  the  most  part,  ex,- 
travagant  stories,  caricature '  descriptions,  police  reports,  infidel 
vulgarity  and  profanity,  and,  in  short,  of  just  such  matter  as  unr 
principled,  selfish,  and  bad  men  know  to  be  best  fitted  to  pamper 
the  appetites  and  passions  of  the  populace,  and  so  uproot  and 
destroy  all  that  is  valuable  and  sacred  in  our  literary,  civil,  and 
religious  institutions. 

"A  spirit  of  uUraism  seems  to  pervade  the  whole  community.' 
The  language  of  Milton's  archdevil'>  Evil,  be  thou  my  good^'  is  the 
creed  of  modern  reformers,  or,  in  other  words — anything  for  a 
change.  What  is^  to  come  of  all  this,  I  have  not  wisdom  even  to 
guess.  It  is  an  age  of  tranntiony  and  whether  you  and  I  live  to 
see  the  elements  <>f  the  moriil  ioknd  political  world  at  rest,  is,  1 
think,  extretnely  doubtful.  But  our  consolation  should  be  that 
the  Lord  reigns — that  he  loves  good  order  and  truth  better  than 
we  demand,  blessed  be  his  name^  he  is  able  to  establish  and  main- 
tain them. 

^'This  is  the  anniversary  of  our  national  indepebdence,  and 
ought  to  be  celebrated  with  thanksgiving  and  praise  to  God. 
Alas!  how  it  is  perverted.'* 

22(f.  Mr.  Gteen,  of  the  Missionary  Rooms,  Boston,  again  writes  > 
about  the  Maokin&ek  Mission.  ^'  I  believe  that  my  views  accord 
very  nearly  with  your  own,  as  to  what  it  would  be  desirable  to  djo, 
provided  the  suitably  persons  could  be  procured  to  perform  the 
work.  There  is  a  great  deficiency  in  well  qualified  Ifiborers.  We 
can  generally  obtain  persons  who  will  answer  our  purpose,  if  we 
will  wait  long  enough,  but  it  often  happens,  in  the  mean  time,  that 
the  circumstances  so  change  that  the  proposed  plan  becomes  of 
doubtful  expediency.  We  have  been  continually  on  the  lookout, 
since  Mr.  Ferry  left  M&ckinack,  for  some  one  to  fill  his  place,  but 
as  yet  have  found  no  one,  and  have  no  one  in  view." 

28if  A.  Mr.  W.  Fred.  Williams,  of  Bufialo,  communicates  informa- 
tion respecting  three  boxes  of  specimens  of  natural  history,  which 
I  lost  in  the  fall  of  1821.  "My  conversation  with  you  having 
made  me  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  you  once  lost  two  boxes  of 
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minerals  and  one  of  shells,  I  have  been  rather  on  the-^lookont  for 
information  respecting  them,  and  am  now  able  to  inform  you  as  to 
what  became  of  them,  and  to^  correct  the  statement  which  I  made 
(as  I  said)  on  supposition  of  the  manner  in  which  Edgerton  became 
possessed  of  them. 

'^In  the  spring  of  1832,  a  sti'anger  !from  Troy  or  Albany  came 
to  Mr.  Edgerton,  at  Utica,  and  told  him  that  he  had  two  boxes  of 
minerals  which  he  had  received  frdm  Mr.  Schoolcraft,  and  that  if 
he  (E.)  would  label  them,  he  (E.)  might  take  what  he  wished  to 
retain  for  his  trouble.  Ue  said,  aldo,  that  he  was  about  to  establish 
a  school  at  Lockport,  but,  knowing  nothing  of  mineralogy,  he  wished 
to  got  the  specimens  labeled.  Mr.  Edgerton  unpacked  the  boxes, 
took,  a  few  for  himself,  labeled  and  repacked  the  rest,  and  re- 
turned them  to  the  stranger. 

^^The  box  of  shells  was  left  at  the  tavern  of  Levi  Gozzens,  in 
Utica,  where  they  remained  two  years,  waiting  for  some  one  to 
claim  them;  about  this  time  Mr.  C,  closing  up  his  concern,  opened 
the  box  and  gave  the  shells  to  his  children  for  playthings,  and  sent 
the  fnocock  of  sugar  (which  had  your  name,  on  or  about  it)  to  his 
mother.  If  the  person  who  had  the  minerals  still  vemains  at 
Lockport,  perhaps  they  may  be  recovered,  but  the  shells  are  all 
destroyed." 

The  minerals  referred  to  consisted  of  choice  and  large  specimens 
of  the  colored  and  crystaline  fluates  of  lime  from  Illinois,  and 
the  attractive  species  and  varieties  of  sulphates  of  barytes,  sul- 
phurets  of  lead,  radiated  quartz,  &ic.  &c.,  from  Missouri,  which  I 
had  revisited  in  1821.  They  were  fine  cabinet  specimens,  but  con- 
tained no  new  species  or  varieties.  Not  so  with  the  fresh-water 
shells.  They  embraced  all  the  species  of  the  Wabash  River,  whose 
entire  length  I  had  traversed  that  year,  from  its  primary  forks  to 
its  entrance  into  the  Ohio.  Among  them  were  some  new  things, 
which  would,  at  that  time,  have  proved  a  treat  to  my  conchological 
friends. 

%th.  Mukonsewyan,  or  the  Little  Bear  Skin,  visited  the  office,  with 
a  retinue.  Ho  asked  whether  any  Indians  from  the  Fond  du  Lac, 
or  Upper  Mississippi,  had  visited  the  office  this  season.  I  stated  to 
him  the  renewal  of  hostilities  between  the  Sioux  and  Chippewas, 
as  a  probable  reason  why  they  had  not.  lie  entered  freely  into 
conversation  on  the  history  of  the  Sioux,  and  spoke  of  their  per- 
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fidj  to  the  Chippewas.  I  asked  him  if  they  were  as  treacherous 
to  the  Americans  as  they  had  been  to  the  British — several  of 
whose  traders  they  had  in  former  days  killed.  He  said  he  had 
seen  the  Sioux  offenders  of  that  day,  encamped  at  Mackinack,  while 
the  British  held  it,  under  the  guns  of  the  fort,  and  all  the  Indians 
expected  that  they  would  have  been  seized.  But  they  were  suf- 
fered to  retire  unmolested. 

14fA.  I  went  to  Round  Island  with  Mr.  Featherstonehaugh  and 
Lieut.  Mather.  lE'xamined  the  ancient  ossuaries  and  the  scenery 
on  that  island.  Mr.  F.  is  on  his  way  to  the  Upper  Mississippi  as 
a' geologist  in  the  service  of  the  Topographical  Bureau.  .  He  took 
a  good  deal  of  interest  in  examining  my  cabinet,  a^d  proposed  I 
should  exchange  the  Lake  Superior  minerals  for  the  gold  pres  of 
Virginia,  &c.  He  showed  me  his  idea  of  the  geological  column,  and 
drew  It  out;  I  accompanied  him  around  the  island,  to  view  its  re- 
ticulated and  agaric  filled  limestone  cliffs ;  but  derived  no  certain 
information  from  him  of  the  position  in  the  geological  scale  of  this 
very  striking  stratum.  It  is,  manifestly,  the  magnesian  limestone 
of  Conybeare  and  Phillips,  or  muschelkaik  of  the  Germans. 

Lieut.  Mather  brought  me  a  letter  from  Major  Whiting,  from 
which  I  learn  that  he  has  been  professor  of  mineralogy  in  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  at  West  Point.  I  foiind  himto  be  animated  with  a 
zeal  for  scientific  discovery,  united  with  accurate  and  discrimiimting 
powers  of  observation.  ^ 

Among  my  visitors  about  this  time,  none  impressed  me  more 
pleasingly  than  a  young  gentleman  from  Cincinnati — a  graduate  of 
Laiie  Seminary — a  Mr.  Hastings,  who  brought  me  ^  letter  from  a 
friend  at  Detroit.  He  appeared  to  be  imbued  witlji  the  true  spirit 
of  piety,  to  be  learned  in  his  vocation  without  ostentation,  and 
discriminating  without  ultraism.  And  he  left  me,  afiter  a  brief 
stay,  with  an  impression  that  he  was  destined  to  enter  the  field  of 
iporal  instruction  usefully  to  his  follow-men,  believing  that  it  is 
far  better  to  undertake  to  persuade  than  to  drive  men  by  assault^ 
as  with  cannon,  from  their  strongholds  of  opipion. 
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CHAPTER   LV, 

*  .* 

ICage  forinyeetment  in  western  lands — ^Habits  of  the  common  deer — Qaettioo 
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1S35.  August.  ThE'  rage  for  inrestmeixt  in  lands  was  now 
manifest  in  every  visitor  tha(*  came  from  the  East  to  the  West. 
Everybody^  iapre  or  less,  yielded  to  it.  I  saw  that  friends,  in 
whose  prudence  and  judgment  I  had  confided  for  ye^s^  were  en- 
gaged in  it.  I  doubted  the  soimdness  •  of  the  ultra  predictions 
which  werebased  on  erery  ^rt  of  investment  of  tliis  kind,  whe- 
ther of  town  property  or  farming  land,  and  Jield  quite  conservative 
opinions  on  the  subject,  but  yielded  partidly,  and  in  a  moderate 
way,  to  the  ge^ieral  impulse,  by  making  some  investments  in  Wis- 
consin. Among  other  plans,  an  opinion  arose  that  Michilimsicki- 
nack  most  become  a  favorite  watering  place,  or  refuge  for  the 
opulent  and  invalids  during  the  summer ;.  and  lots  were  eagerly 
hought  up  from  Detroit  and  Chicago. 

nth.  I  embarked  in  a  steamer  for  Green  Bay — wh^e  I  at- 
tended the  first  land  sales,  and  made  several  purchases.  While 
there,  I  remarked  the  curious' fluctuations  in  the  level  of  the  waters 
at  the  mouth  of  Fox  Biver.  The  lake  (Michigan)  ainl  the  b^y 
appear  to  hold  the  relation  of  separate  parts  of  a  syphon.  It  was 
now  fourteen  years  since  I  had  first  noticed  this  phenomenon,  as 
a  member  of  the  expedition  to  the  sources  of  the  MississippL 
While  at  Green  Bay  I  procured  a  young  fawn,  and  carried  it  to 
be  a  tenant  of  my  garden  and  grounds.     This  animal  gceif  to  its 
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full  size,  and  revtBakd  many  interesting  traits.  Its  motions  were 
most  graceful.  It  was  pe^-fe^tly  tame.  It^ w6uld  walk  into  Ihe  hall 
and  dining-room,  when  the  door  was  open,  and  was  once  obsenred 
to  step  np,'  gracefullj,  and  take  bread  from  ^he  table.  It  peram- 
bulated the  garden  walks.  It  Would,  when  ,the  back-gate  was  shuty 
jump  over  a  six  feet  picket  fence,  with  the  c^ase  and  lightness  of  a 
bird. 

Some  of  its  instincts  were  remarkable.    .  At  night  it  would  choosy 
its  place  of  lying  down  invariably  to  the  leeward  of  an  object  which 
sheltered  it  from  the  ^prevailing  wind.     One  of  its  mo^  remarkable 
instincts  was  developed  with  respect  to  ladies.     Ou:  one  occasion, 
while  an  unattended  lady  was  walking  up  the  avenue  from  iny  froi^t 
gate  to  the  door,  through  the  garden  grounds^  the  itnimal  ap^ 
preached  from  behind,  in  the  gentlest  ^mapiner  possible;  and  placed 
his  fore  feet  on  h^  shoulders.     This  happened  more  than  once. 
Its  propensity  to  eat  plum  leaves  at  last  banished  it  from  th^ 
garden.     It  was  then  allowed  to  visit -distant  parts  of  the  islknd^ 
and,  at  length,  some  vicious  person  broke  one  of  its  l^s,  from  .its' 
propensity  to  browse  on  the  young  leaves  of  fruit  trees.     This  was  - 
fatal  to  it,  itnd  I  Vas  induced  to  allow  its*  being  shot,  after,  it  had 
been  an  inmate -of  my  grounds  for  about  three  years,  where  it  was 
familiarly  known  to  all  by  the  name  of'  Nimmi. 

Poor  Nimmi,  some  are  hanged  for  being  thieves. 
Bat  thpUf  poor  beast  I  wast  killed  for  eating  leaves. 

24th.  I  received  instructions  from  Washington  respecting  receipt 
murders  of  Chippewas  by  the  Sioux.  This  is  a  constantly  recur- 
ring topic  for  the  action  of  an  Indian  agent.  Unfortunately,  his 
power's  in  the  matter  are  only  advisory.  The  intercourse  act  do^ 
not  declare  it  a  crime  for  one  Indian  nation  to  make  reprisals,  club 
in  hand,  oh  another  Indian  nation,  on  the  area  in  which  their.  , 
sovereignty  is  acknowledged.  It  only  makes  it  a  criminal  offenoe 
to  kill  a  white  man  in  such  a  position,  for  which  his  nation  can  be' 
invaded,  and  the  murderer  seized  and  delivered  up  to  justice. 

28th.  Ottawance,  chief  of  the  Beaver  Islands,  died  last  summer 
(1884).     Kin-wa-be-kiz-ze,  or  Man  of  the  Long  Stone  (nouri  in- 
animate), called  to  d^y,  and  announced  himself  as  the  successor^ 
«nd  asked  for  the  usual  present  of  tobacco,  &c.     By  this  recognition 
of  the  office,  his  authority  was  sought  to  be  confirmed. 
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2d^A.  Dr.  Julius,  of  Prussia,  visited  me,  being  on  his  ^return 
from  Chicago.  He  evinced  a  deep  interest  in  the  hiatOI^7  of  the 
Inditm  race.  He  remarked  the  strong  resemblance  they  bore  in 
features  and  manners  to  the  Asiatics.  He  had  remarked  that  the 
Potawattomies  seem  like  dogs,  which  he  observed  was  also  the 
custom  of  the  Tartars;  but  that  the  eyes  of  the  latter  were  set 
diagonally,  whereas  the  American  Indians  had  theirs  parallel.  In 
other  respects,  he  saw  great  resemblances. .  He  expressed  himself 
as  greatly  interested  in  the  discovery  of  an  oral  literature  among 
the  Indians,  in  the  form  of  imaginative  legends. 

Gen.  Robert  Patterson,  of  Philadelphia,  yrith  his  daughter  and 
niece,  make  a  brief  visit,  on  their  way  from  Chicago  and  the  West, 
and  view  the  curiosities  of  the  island.  These  visits  of  gentlemen 
of  wealth,  to  the  great  area  of  the  upper  lakes,  may  be  noticed  as 
coxumencing  with  this  year.  People  seem  to  have  suddenly  waked 
up  in  the  East,  and  are  just  becoming  aware  that  there  is  a  West — 
to  which  they  hie,  in  a  measure,  as  one  who  hunts  for  a  pleasant  land 
fancied  in  dreams.  But  the  great  Mississippi  Valley  is  a  waking 
reality.  Fifty  years  will  tell  her  story  on  the  population  and  re- 
sources of  the  world. 

Sept.  12th,  Received  instructions  from  the  Department,  to 
ascertain  whether  the  Indians  north  of  Grand  River  would  sell 
their  lands,  and  on  what  terms.  The  letter  to  which  this  was  a 
reply  was  the  first  official  step  in  the  causes  which  led  to  the  treaty 
of  March  28th,  1836.  A  leading  step  in  the  policy  of  the  Depart- 
ment respecting  the  tribes  of  the  Upper  Lakes. 

15th.  The  great  lakes  can  no  longer  bo  regarded  as  solitary  seas, 
where  the  Indian  war-whoop  has  alone  for  so  many  uncounted  centu- 
ries startled  its  echoes.  The  Eastern  World  seems  to  be  alive,  and 
roused  up  to  the  value  of  the  West.  Every  vessel,  every  steam- 
boat, brings  up  persons  of  all  classes,  whose  countenances  the  desire 
of  acquisition,  or  some  other  motive,  has  rendered  sharp,  or  im- 
parted a  fresh  glow  of  hope  to  their  eyes.  More  persons,  of  some 
note  or  distinction,  natives  or  foreigners,  have  visited  me,  and 
brought  me  letters  of  introduction  this  season,  than  during  years 
before.  Sitting  on  my  piazza,  in  front  of  which  the  great  stream 
of  ships  and  commerce  passes,  it  is  a  spectacle  at  once  novel,  and 
calculated  to  inspire  high  anticipations  of  the  future  glory  of  the 
Mississippi  Valley. 
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'  Oct.  bih.  Wasbington  Irving  responds,  in  the  kindest  terms,  to 
my  letter  transmitting  isome  manuscript  materials  relative  to  the 
Xndian  history. 

12fA.  Mr.  Green,  of  Boston,  wrote  meon'the.  8th  instant  nnfiLvor- 
ably  to  ^he  stability  of  the  Christian  character  of  my  friend  Otwin, 
whom  I  had  recommended  to  the  Board  for  employment  in  the  mis- 
Bioqary  field  in  Lake  Superior,  in  connection,  with  the  missionary 
family  at  La  Pointe.  Mr.  S.  Hall,  the  head  of  that  Mission,  writes 
(Oct.  12thJ:  "  I  urn  glad  that  the  providence  of  God  directed  (him) 
this  way,  and  trust  his  coming  into  this  region  will  be  for  the  interest 
of  Zion's  King4om  here.  He  appears  to  be  a  man  of  faith  and 
prayer.  I  trust  he'  will  be  the  means  of  stirring  up  to  more  dili- 
gence in  the  service  of  our  Master."  What  greater  aid  could  be 
•given  to  a  lone  far  off  Lidian  mission,  than  "  a  man  of  faith  and 
prayer."  When  an  observer  in  the  vast  panorama  of  the  West 
and  North  has  seeti  a  poor  missionary  and  his  family^  living  five- 
hundred  miles  from  the'  nearest  verge  of  civilization^  solitary  and 
desolate,  surrounded  with  heathen  red  men,  and  worse  than  hea- 
then white  men,  with  none  out  of  bis  little  circle  to  honor  God 
or  appreciate  his  word,  it  is  presumable  to  him  that  any  reinforce- 
ment of  help  must  be  hailed  as  cold  water  to  a  parched  tongue. 
l^ot  that  there  is  any  supposed  difference  of  opinion  oh  the  main 
cpestion,  between  the  Head  and  the  forest  hands,  so  to  say^  of  the 
Board,  but  it  is  difficult,  at  Boston,  to  appreciate  the  disheartening 
circumstances  surrounding  the  missionary  in  tho  field.  And 
any  youthful  instability,  or  eccentricity  of  means  in  the  way  of 
'Advancing  the  Gospel,  should  bo  forgiven,  for  the  cause,  after  years 
of  experience,  and  not  written  against  ^'a  man  of  faith  and 
prayer,'^  as  it  appears  to  have  been  by  the  pastor  of  Middlebtirgh, 
as  with  a  pen  of  iron.  "  ;  . 

lAihp  Pendonwa,  son  of  Wahazo,  a  brother  of  the  Ottawa  chief. 
Wing,  reports  himself  as  electing  to  become  "an  American,"  and 
Says  he  had  so  declared  himself  to  Col.  Boyd,  the  former  Indian 
ai^ent. 

27tA.  Dr.  C;  R.  Gilman,  of  New.  York,  having,  with  Major  M. 
Hoffman,  of  Wall. Street,  paid  mc  a  visit  and  made  a  picturesque 
"trip  to  the  Pictured  Rocks  of  Lake  Superior,','  writes  me  after  his 
safe  return  to  the  city,  piquing  himself  on  that  adventure,  after 
having  e;cchanged  congratulations  with  his  less  enterprising  city- 
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loviflig-firiaiidl.' .  It  waa  oertimly  ai^  ereot  to.be'.4K)dlcd^  thAt;two 
ciTiIiaM^so  abliiered  down  to  the  habi)»  5f -okj  fifii/m  difbitat  liiias 
as  tKe  Doctor  and  tfie  Major,  should:  hate  extended  ^beirHnnid^ 

exctbrsion  as  far  ais  Miclnlimackinack.   -But  it  vas  -%  £icther  eri- 

-I      • 

deiioe  of  enterprise,  and  the  kfve  of  the  piotnresqney^inatithey  idiQoId 
have  tak^n  an  Indian  eanoe>  and  aorew  of  engagee%  at  flmt  pointy 
an'd  Ttatnred  to  visit  tihe  Piotored  So^ks  in  Lake  SaperiOr.  <*  Life 
on  the  Lakes'!  (the  tide  pf  Qn  G.>book)»  wiCs  ceiMiiily^*  widely  dif- 
ferent afiiLir  to  ^f-Lile  ia  New  Tork.'' '  «  ^ 

Slst.  Ciroumstances  had*  now  inclined  the  Omippewa.and  Ottawa 
tribes  pf  Inc^tmi  to  cede  to  the  United  States  a  portioE  of  their 
ettensiye  terrltorj.  QaiAe  had  &iled  in'  thd  gr^tejr  {Not of  il^  and 
they  had  no  other,  method  of  raising  fonds  to  pay  tjieir  lai^  9at^ 
standing  credits  to  the  class  of  tvi^erS)  and^  ftaroT&le  fw  an  int^ral  *^ 
of /transition,  which  inust  indeed  happen,  in  yiew  cf.dieir  lottire 
improrement,  between  Uie  hnnt^:  and  agrkmltnral  stat^ , 
^  Hie  Drammond  Islaodd  band  hady  for  a  year  or  two;  adyootted. 
a  sale.  The  Ottai^as  of  the  ^nii^nla  determiiied-  to  Bend  •»  de}er 
gation  to  Washipgtpn>on  the  subj^t.  I  cbuH  not/henitate  as  t6 
the  t^nrse  which  duty  prescribed  to  ine,ander*  these  important  dr- 
comstances,  an4  determiqeii  to  proceed  to  ^a^hingt^hi^.ialthoiigk 
the  Secretary  and'  acting  €k>vemoF  of  the  Territory,  Mr.  Homer,' 
on  being  cotusnlted  by  letter,  refosedJiis.  assent  to*  this  stepJ  fiis 
want  of  proper  infonfiaation  on  the  subject,  beinjgp  bdt  recently  come^ 
to  the  territory,^  did  not  appear  to  be  9uch  ias  to  justify  t^^  in  re- 
mainii^  on  the  island,  while  the  question  had  bcfen  carried  by  the 
Indians  themselves  to,  and  was,  probably,  to  be  decided  at  Wafe^ing- 
ton  before  another  season.  I  determined,  therefore,  to  proceed  to 
Washington,  taking  one  of  the  latest  vessels  for  <the  season,  on  their 
return  from  the  ports  on  Lake  Michigan. 

Nov.  2(2.  Mr.  Featherstonebaugh  writes  to  me  from  Galena,  on 
his  return  from  his  geological  reconnoisance  in  the  north-west, 
sketching  some  of  theleading  events  of  his  progress  i-*^ 

^^  Desirous  of  giving  you  a  passing  notice  of  my  progress,  I  make 
time,  a  few  moments'  leisure,  to  «ay  'that,  when  I  had  entered  the 
Terre  Bleu  River,  which  you  remember  is  that  tributary  of  the  St. 
Peter's  I- was  anxious  to  visit,  I  found  I  could  not  penetrate  to  the 
Coteau  de  Prairie  from  that  quarter,  and  no  resource  was  left  to 
me  but  to  return,  or  go  about  three  hundred  miles  higher  up,  where 
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1  was  aware  I  should  meet  a  pretty  insolent  set  of  fellows  amongst 
the  YanktonS  and  Tetons.  The.  Sioux,  who  had  committed  pretty 
bad  Indian  murders  amongst  the  Chippewas,  were  in  great  numbers 
about  Lac  qui  Parle,  and  there  was  no  avoiding  them.  However^, 
it  was  in  the  line  of  the  duty  I  had  undertaken,  and  I  was  willing  to- 
'  ixn  soipe  risks^o  see  them.  They  were  a  precious*  set  when  I  got 
to  them,  but  by  prudence  and  presents  I  got  along  with  them,  and, 
having  began  to  sputter  a  little  iSioux,!  took  courage,  left  my  ctooe 
and  men  there,  and  took  a  guide  and  interpreter  and  pushed  on  to 
Lac  Traverse,  and  from  thence  to  Goteau  de  Prairie^  the  head 
waters  of  the  St.  Peter's,  and  to  within  four  days'  march  of  the 
Mandan  Village.  Here  I  wheeled  about  back,  afraid  of  'virinter. 
Indeed,  on  my  arrival  at  Lac  Traverse,  the  weather  was  bitterly 
cold,  and  wood  and  water  were  sometimes  found  with  great  difficidty, 
in  the  intermediate  prairies.  The  day  Heft  Fort  SnelUng,  the  ther-  . 
niometer  was  very  low,  the  snow  six  or  eight  inches  deep  on  the 
ground;  iii.fact  it  was  quite  winter,  and  all  were  of  opinion,  at  the 
fort,  that  ice  would  fo|^  and  drive  in  a  few  days. 

'^  I  found  Mr.  Keating's  account  of  the  Mississippi,  aiid  especially 
of  the  St.  Peter's,  most  surprisingly  erroneous,  and  old  Jonarr 
than  Carver's  book,  which  he  is  constantly  denoimcing,  very  accu- 
rate. 

'*•  i  ascertained,  to  my  perfect  satisfaction,  the  termination  of  the 
horizontal  beds  of  sandstone  of  carboniferous  limestone  formation, 
and  came  upon  the  outcrop  of  the  adjacent  granite,  just  where  I 
expected  to  find  the  primary  rocks." 

"  You  will  greatly  oblige  me  \\j  communicating  to  me  your 
opinion,  approximatively,  of  the  course  held  by  the  primary  rocks 
south  of  Lak0  Superior,  as  far  as  you  are  acquainted  with  it,  or 
with  the  edges  of  the  secondary  rocks,  which  have  a  junction  line, 
with,  or  near  them.  I  found  no  primary  rocks  on  my  way  from 
Green  Bay  to  Prairie  du  Chien.  The  rocks  in  place  at  Fort  Win- 
nebago, are  secondary  sandstone  of  the  carboniferous  series." 

2d.  The  question  of  "  inscriptions"  on  rocks  by  the  aborigines 
has  recently  attracted  some  attention.  Dr.  Thomas  H.  Webb,  of 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  in  a  letter  of  this  date,  notifying  me  of 
my  election  as  an  honorary  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historiciui 
Society,  calls  my  attention  to  this  subject.  "  In  your  last  work," 
he  remarks,  ^^  you  allude  to  some  hieroglyphica  oa  a  ttee.    ,Have 
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you  paxticularly  examined  .any  on  rocks;  and  if  so,  were  they 
mere  paintings,  or  were  tliey.ins^sribed  thereon?  If  the  latter,  in 
what  manner  do  they  appear  to  have  been  done — pecked  in  with  a 
pointed  instrument,  or  chizzled  out?  Are  they  simply  representa- 
tions of  n^en  and  animalsj  without  method  in  their  arrangement, 
or  combinations  of  these,  with  other  characters  bearing  evidence 
of  greater  design  ?  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  fumiBh  me  with 
the  locations  of  those  with  which  you  are  acquainted  ?  Is  it  possible 
for  me  to  procure  drawings  of  them  ?  Do  you  know -any  one  living 
near  such  rocks,  whom  I  could  hire  to  take  copies  of  them,  and  upon 
the  accuracy  of  whose  work  reliance  can  be  placed? 

^^  I  do  not  wish  finished  views — correct  drawings  of  the  cJiarac- 
ten  with  a  pen  will  be  amply  sufficient  for  my  purposes;  although 
I  should  not  object  to  outlines  of  the  rocks  themselves.  I  would 
itlso  ask  if  some  of  the  '  relics  of  things  that  have  passed  away,' 
which  are  found  so  abundantly  in  the  west,  e.  ^.,  articles  of  pottery, 
uron  and  copper  implements,  &c.,  can  be  procured  by  purchase,  or 
in  the  way  of  exchange  for  minerals,  or  in  some  other  way  V* 

.  Imprimis — ^no  ^^iron"  implements  have  eVer  been  found.  Se- 
condly, no  observations  not  made  by.  an  antiquarian  can  be  relied 
on. 

9th.  I  embarked  for  Detroit,  on  board  a  schooner  under  command 
of  an  experienced  navigator  (Capt.  Ward),  just  on  the  eve,  un- 
known to  us,  of  a  great  tempest,  which  rendered  that  season 
memorable  in  the  history  of  wrecks  on  the  great  lakes.  We  had 
scarcely  well  cleared  the  light-house,  when  the  wind  increased  to  a 
gale.  We  soon  went  on  furiously.  Sails  were  reefed,  and  every 
preparation  made  to  keep  on  our  way,  but  the  wind  did  not  admit 
of  it.  The  captain  made  every  effort  tp  hug  the  shore,  and  finally 
came  to  anchor  in  great  peril,  under  the  highlands  of  Sauble. 
Here  we  pitched  terribly,  and  were  momently  in  peril  of  being  cast 
on  shore.  In  the  effort  to  work  the  ship,  one  of  the  men  fell  from 
the  bowsprit,  and  passed  under  the  vessel,  and  was  lost.  It  was 
thought  that  our  poor  little  craft  must  go  to  the  bottom;  it  seemed 
like  a  chip  on  the  ocean  contending  against  the  powers  of  the 
Almighty.  It  seemed  as  if,  agreeably  to  Indian  fable,  Ishkwon- 
dan^eka  himself  was  raising  a  tempest  mountain  high  for  some 
sinister  purposes  of  his  own.  But,  owing  to  the  skill  of  the  old 
lake  mariner,  we  eventnally  triumphed.     He  never  faltered  in  the 
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darkest  exigency.  For  a  day  and  night  he  struggled  against  the 
ele^lents,  ^d  fijaally  entered  the  straits  at  Fort  Gratiot,  and  he 
brought  us  safely  into  the  "port  of  our.  destination. 

On  reaching  Detroit,  the  lateness  of  the  season  admonished  me 
to  lose  no  time  in  making  my  way  over  the  stormy  Erie  to  BuSialOy 
whence  I  pursued  my  journey  to  New  York.  I  reached  the  lattet 
city  the  day  prior  to  the  great  fire,  in  December.  I  took  lodgings 
at  the  Atlantic  Hotel,  which  is  near  the  foot  of  Broscdway,  and 
immediately  west  of  the  great  scene  of  conflagration.  The  cold 
wa9  30  bitter  .while  the  fire  raged  that  I  could  not  long  endure, th^ 
open  air^  which  seemed  to  be  si^chdrg^d  with  oxygen.  I  if  cached 
Philadelphia  the  19th,  and  Washington  a  day  or  two.after. 


> .  • 


528  PEBSONAL  HBJlOIBfl. 


CHAPTER   LVI. 

■  •  • 

Florida  war— Startling  news  of  the  Massacre  of  Dade — Peoria  on  the  HK- 
nois— Abanaki  langaage-M)regon — Things  shaping  for  a  territorial  claim 
-^JElesponsibility  of  claim  in  an  enemy's  ceruntry — A  true  soldier — Sontb- 
em  Literary  Messenger — Missionary  cause-^Resoorces  of  MiBsonri—rln- 
dian  portfolio  of  Lewis — Literary  gossip-— Sir  Francis  Head — The  Crane 
and  AddTk  totem— Treaty  of  March  28th,  1836,  with  the  Ottawas  and  Cbip- 
pewas — Tr^ty  with  the  Saginaws  of  May  20th — ^Treaty  with  the  Swan 
Creek  and  Black  River  Chippewas  of  May*  9th — Return  to  Michilimacki- 
nack — Death  of  Charlotte,  the  daughter  of  Songageezhig. 

1836.  The  year  opened  with  the  portentous  news  of  Indian  hos- 
tilities. The  massacre  of  Major  Dade  and  his  entire  command  on 
the  waters  of  the  Wjthlacootche  River  in  Florida,  and  the  prospect 
of  a[n -Indian  war  in  Florida,  excited  great  sensation  in  all  circles. 
I  was  at  the  Secretary  of  War*s  domicil  one  evening,  when  he  first 
received  and  read  out  the  shocking  details.  The  same  .night  troops 
were  ordered  to  be  put  in  motion  from  every  point  in  the  Union, 
to  be  concentrated  in  that  territory ;  and  the  greatest  activity  per- 
vaded the  departments.  Gen.  Jackson  expressed  himself  with 
enei^y  on  the  subject.  He  had  formerly  conducted  a  successful 
campaign  against  the  Seminoles,  but  he  could  not  be  persuaded 
that  there  were  more  than  five  hundred  of  this  tribe  in  the  whole 
territory.  This  led  him  to  bebeve  that  the  troops  actually  put  in 
motion  for  the  field  of  action,  were  fully  adequate  to  cope  with 
the  enemy,  and  promptly  to  put  them  down. 

Jan.  4f  A.  The  American  Lyceum  request  me  to  prepare  a  paper 
for  their  siif th  anniversary. 

6(7*.  I  received  a  letter  from  my  former  pastor,  Rev.  J.  Porter, 
at  Peoria,  111.,  denoting  him  to  be  in  a  new  field  of  ministerial 
labor. 

^'  I  bade  adieu  to  my  dear  people  at  Chicago,  on  the  second  Sab- 
bath in  November,  and  commenced  my  labors  her^  on  the  fourth 
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Sabbath  of  tbesame  month — just  four  years  from  the  day  I  first 
preached  at  the  Sault. 

^'  The  town  is  on  the  north  bank  of  Lake  Peoria,  which  is  an 
expansion  of  the  Illinois.  The  site  is  one  of  the  first  in  our  land. 
The  ground  rises  with  a  delightful  slope  from  the  water's  edge  for 
the  distance  of  half  a  mile — then  there  is  table  land  for  another 
half  mile  back  to  a  high'blufi!.  The  town  began  to  be  built  about 
two  years  since;  it  has  now  a  population  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty/' 
A  descendant  of  the  great  theologian  Edwards,  it  is  pleasing  to 
note  that  this  gentleman  is  destined  to  be  employed  in  various 
fields,  in  diffusing  Christianity  through  the  great  valley.  - 

Sth.  Mr.  Thomas  L.  Winthrop,  of  Boston,  transmits  me  ^^  the 
first  volume  of  a  new  series  of  the  Transactions  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences.  This  volume^  ampngst.  other 
valuable  matter,  contains  a  Dictionary  of  the  Abinaki  Language 
of  North  America,  by  Father  Sebastian  Basleis.'' 

lO^A.  I  addressed  a  memoir  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  state 
of  Indian  affairs  in  Oregon.     My  position  at  St.  Mary's  being  on 
the  great  line  of  communication  between  Montreal  e,nd  the  prin-» 
cipal  posts  at  Vancouver,  &c.,  north  of  the  Columbia,  has  afforded ' 
me  opportunities  of  becoming  familiar  with  the  leading  policy  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  factors  in  relation  to  that  rcgioh.     The  means 
pursued  are  such  as  must  influence  all  the  Indian  tribes  in  that 
quarter  strongly  in  favor  of  the  political  power  wielded  by  that 
company,  and' as  stroi^gly  against  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  which  has  not  a  shadow  of  a  power  of  any  kind  on  the 
Pacific.     Silently,  but  surely,  a  vast  influence  is  being  built  up  oa 
those  coasts,  adverse  to  our  claims  to  the  territory,  and  it  cannot 
be  long  till  those  intrepid  factors,  sustained  by  the  government  at 
home,  will  assert  it  in  a  manner  not  easy  to  be  resisted.     I  em- 
bodied these  ideas  strongly  in  my  paper.     The  Secretary  was  ar- 
'^Ipested  by  the  justice  of  my  conclusions,  and  seemed  disposed  to  do 
something,  but  the  subject  was,  apparently,  weighed  down  and 
forgotten  in  the  pre83  of  other  matters. 

13^A.  Ilon.  E.  Whittlesey,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  House  of  Representatives,  remarks  in  effect,  in  a  letter  of . 
this  date,  that  to  create  a  just  claim  against  j;he  United  States,  it 
must  be  shown  that  property  and  provisions  taken  by  the  troops, 
^vvhen  operating  in  an  ^enemy's  country,  were  applied  to  Ae  sub* 
84 
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sistence  or  <^Iothing  of  the  army  or  navy,  although  it  was  prirate 
property,  and  the  orders  of  the  commandaDt  were,  in  all  caseft,  to 
respect  ^^  private  property/'  Consequently,  that  the  disrespect  of 
such  orders  might  make  the  commander  or  his  troops  per^onattg 
liable  to  amercement;  but  the  government  is  not  justly  liable. 
Certainly,  that  officer  is  to  bd  pitied  whose  sovereign  will  not  staAd 
by  him  in  the  execution  of  written  orders !  .  Nor  do  I  see  bow  the 
strict  legality  and  morality  of  the  question  is  to  be  got  along  with. 
May  the  government  turn  pirate  with  impnnity?  Does  it  war 
against  women  and  children,  and  the  ordinary  private  and  domestic 
rights  guaranteed  to  the  citi^n  by  the  original  rights. of  society 
defiiied  in  Blackstone  ? 

l^tlu  A  soldier,  in  garrison  at  Fort  Mackinack,  writes  to  me, 
wishing,  on  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  to  become 
^'.a  soldier  of  Christ,"  and  to  enter  the  missionary  field.  That  is 
a  good  thought,  Sergeant  Humphrey  Snow !  Better  to  fight 
against  human  sins  than  to  shoot  down  sinners. 

18fA.  Jh.  C.  R.  Oilman  inquires,  ^^Is  the  rock  at  Ghros  Cap 
granite?     Can  yon  give  me  particulars  about  the  Indian  fairies?" 

HJth,  I  am  riequested,  from  a  high  quarter,  to  furnish  an  arti- 
cle for  the  Southern  Literary  MesMenger*  ^^You  are  in  for  a 
scrape,"  says  a  gay  note  on  the  subject.  ^^I  have  told  Hr.  White 
all  about  it.  I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  relieving  me." 
Truth  is,  I  have  never  regarded  the  employment  of  literary  time 
as  thrown  away.  The  discipline  of  the  mind,  induced  by  compo- 
sition, is  something,  and  it  is  surprising  what  may  be  done  by  a 
person  who  carefully  ^^ redeems"  all  his, time.  It  does  not,  in  the 
least,  incapacitate  him  for  business.  It  rather  quickens  his  intel- 
lect for  it. 

Feb.  l9t.  My  former  agreeable  guest  at  Mackinack  (Bey.  Geo. 
H.  Hastings)  writes  me  from  Walnut  Hills,  Ohio:  ^^  There  is  a 
missionary  spirit  in  our  institution  (Lane  Seminary)  that  respondl 
to  the  wants  of  the  world.  The  faculty  have  pressed  npon  the 
minds  of  usall  the  duty  of  examining  early  the  question,  ^  Ought 
I  to  be  a  missionary?'  " 

16th.  My  brother  James  writes  from  St.  Mary's,  foot  of  Lake 
Superior :  ^^  The  month  has  been  remarkably  cold,  the  thermome- 
ter having  ranged  from  18^.23  to  38*^  below  zero.  Snow  we  have 
had  in  great  abundance." 
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nth.  Hon.  Lewis  t^.  Lina,  U.  S.  Seaator,  writes  respecting  the  - 
acieatific  character  and 'resources  of  Missonri,  in  vie^  of  a  project, 
matured  by  him,  for  establishing^  a  western  armory:  ^^Your  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  the  Osark  Mountains^  its  streams  descending 
9orth  and  soath,  and  those  passing  through  to  the  east,  with  its 
joneqnaled  mineral  resources,  would  be,  to  me,  of  infinite  service, 
to  accomplish  the  purpose  I  have  in  view,  should  you  be  so  kind 
as  to  communicate  them,  in  reference  to  this  particular  measure, 
and  by  so  doing  you  would  confer  a  lasting  obligation.'* 

The  resources  of  Mbsouri  in  iron,  lead,  and  coal,  to  which  I 
first  called  attention  in  1819,  are  of  such  a  noble  character  as 
surely  to  require  no  bolstering  from  the  effects  of  particular  mea- 
sures. 

^Marek  4t7i.  Mr*  J.  O.  Lewis,  of  Philadelphia,  furnishes  m^  seven 
numbers  of  his  Indian  Portfolio.  Few  artists  have  had  his  means 
of  obseirvation  of  the  aboriginal  man,  in  the  great  panqrama  of 
the  west,  where  he  hacf  cilrried  his  easel.  The  results  are  given, 
in  this  work,  with  biographical  notices  6f  the  common  events  in 
the  lives  of  the  chiefs.  Altogether*,  it  is  to  be  regarded  a&  a  t^ 
hiabl(t  contribution  to  this  species  of  knowledge.  He  has  painted 
the  Indian  lineaments  on  the  spot,  and  is  entitled  to  patronage—^ 
not  as  supplying  all  that  is  desirable,  or  practicable,  perhaps,  but 
80  a  first  and  original  effort.    We  should  cherish  all  such  efforts. 

9(i.  A  shrewd  and  discriminating  judge  of  literary  things  in 
New  York,  writes :  ^^  Have  you  seen  the  last  number  of  Hoffman'^ 
Magasine  ?  There  is  a  pretty  thing  of  his  in  it  about  Indian  com, 
and  an  Indian  story  by  the-  author  of  'Tales  in  the  North«west,' 
which  I  do.  not  think  good.  .The  number  generally  is  indifferent. 
Some  one  recently  told  me,  that  the  true  orthography  of  Illinois 
is  Hlinwa,  like  Ottawa,  &c.  Do  you  think  that  the  fact  ?'*'  By  the 
way^  why  have  you,  and  all  other  Indian  travelers,  used  the  French 
TTord  Hodge,'  instead  of  the  Indian  wigwam?  Don't  you  think 
the  latter  the  better  term?  I  do,  and  if  my  book  was  to  prmt 
again,  I  would  always  use  wigwam  instead  of  lodge.  We  have  so 
few  relics  of  tiie  poor  Indians,  that  I  am  unwilling  to.  pad*t  with 
any  one,  even  so  triflbg  as  adopting  the  red  man's'bame  for  the 
red  nuui's  house. 

♦  No.  ^ 
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"  We  hare-  no  news  here.  Paulding's  book  on  slavery  has  been 
little  noticed*  Dr.  Hawk's  *  History  of  Episcopacy  in  Virginia' 
is  good — very  good,  so  they  say,  for  I  have  not  read  it.  Some 
Jerseyman  has  written  a  bad  novel  called  ^^  Herbert — "  something 
or  other — I  forget  what.  What  do  they  say  at  AVashington,  and 
what  do  yon  say  about  Gen.  Macomb's  ^Pontiac  V*  Is  the  Indian 
Prince,  who  was  traveling  in  these  parts  a  while  ago,  one  of  the 
getters  up  of  this  affair  ?  I  suspect  him.  Does  the  prinoe  go  to 
'profane  stageplays  and  such  like  vanities/  as  the  dear  old 
Puritans  would  say  ? 

'^  I  hear  nothing  of  Mr.  Gallatip  and  his  Indian  languages. 
Do  you?  I  see,  by  the  English  magazines,  that  AVillis  and  his 
*  pencilings'  get  little  quarter  there ;  they  deserve  none.  The 
book  is  not  yet  published  here.  Walsh,  they  say,  will  kill  it,  un- 
less it  should  chance  to  be  still-born.  Hoffman  is  a  friend  of  it, 
or  rather  he  has  made  up  his  mind  to  join  hands  ^th  the  ^'Mirror" 
set.  I  think  he  has  made  a  mistake.  They  will  sink  him  before 
he  raises  them.  I  suppose,  howevjsr,  if  he  will  praise  them  they 
will  praise  him,  and  praise  is  sweet,  we  all  know." 

9th.  Rev.  AVilliam  McMurray  writes^  from  the  Canadian  side 
of  Sault  St.  Marie :  ^^  Our  excellent  governor,  Sir  John  Colboume, 
has  resigned  his  situation,  which  is  at  present  filled  by  Sir  -Francis 
Head,  who  has  recently  arrived  from  England.  As  far  as  I  can 
learn,  he  is  rather  a  literary  character,  and  is  the  same  person 
who,  some  years  ago,  visited  South  America  on  a  mining  expedi- 
tion. The  most  correct  intelligence  I  have  received  respecting 
him  is  by  an  express  from  Toronto.  From  it  I  learn  that  he  is 
disposed  to  be  kind  and  good  towards  the  poor  Indians.  As  an 
instance  of  which,  he  intends  visiting  every  Indian  mission  next 
summer,  in  order  that  he  may  see  for  himself  their  secret  wants, 
and  how  their  condition  may  be  best  ameliorated.*' 

My  brother  James  gives  a  somewhat  amusing  account  of  Indian 
matters  at  the  Sault  after  the  leaving  of  their  delegates  for 
Washington. 

'^  Since  Whaiskee's  departure,  the  whole  Sault  has  been  trou- 
bled ;  I  mean  the  '  busy  bodies,'  and  this,  by  the  way,  comprises 
nearly  the  whole  population.     A  council  has  accordingly  been 

*  Fudge! 
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held  before  the  Major- Aqe]^,  in  which  the  British  chief,  Gitshee 
Kawgaosh,  appeared  as  oraton  The  harangue  from  the  sachem 
ran  verj^much  ^  foUowB : — 

**  *  Father,  why  and  for  what  purpose  has  the  man  Whaiskee 
gone  to  the  home  of  our  great  father  ?  Why  did  he  leave  without 
notifying  me,  and  the  other  men  of  influence  of  my  tribe,  of  the 
nature  of  his  mission  ?  Why  should  he,  whose  totem-fathers  live 
about  Shaugawautaekong  (La  Pointe),  be,  at  his  own  will,  made 
the  representative  of  the  ancient  band  of  the  red  men  whose  totem 
is  the  lofty  Crane  ?  Say,  father  ?  Father,  we  ask  you  to  know; 
we  ask  of  you  to  tell  why  this  strange  man  has  so  strangely  gone 
to  smoke  with  the  great  chief  of  the  "  long  knives  ?"  Xunnah- 
gdninnah!' 

"  Here  the  chief,  ^drawing  the  folds  of  his  blanket  with  perfect 
grace,  and  extending  his  right  arm  with  dignity  to  the  agent, 
seated  himself  again  upon  the  floor,  while,  at  the  same  time,  a 
warrior  of  distinction,  whoi^e  eagle-plumed  head  spok^  him  the 
fiercest  of  his  tribe,  gave  to  the  sachem  the  lighted  pipe.  The  ^ 
eyes  of  the  red  men,  like  those  of  their  snowy  chief^  were  now 
tireted  to  the  floor^ 

"  *  Sons  of  the  forest,'  answered  the  American  agent,  *  J,  like 
yourselves,  know  nothing  of  this  strange  business !  J,  the  father 
of  all  the  red  men,  have  not  been  consulted  in  this  man's  going 
beyond  the  lakes  to  '^^  the  great  waters  !*'  /am  the  man  through 
whom  such  messages  should  come !  /,  the  man  who  should  hand 
the  wampum,  and  /,  the  man  to  whom  the  red  men  should  look 
for  redress ! .  Friends,  your  speech  shall  reach  the  ears  of  our 
great  father,  and  then  this  strange  man  of  the  far-k)?  totem  of 
Addik  shall  knOw  that  the  Orane  totem  is  protected  by  me,  the 
hero  of  the  Southern  clime  !     Men  of  the  forest,  I  am  done/ 

"Tobacco  was  then  distributed  to  the  assembly,  and,  after 
many  hoghsj  the  red  men  dispersed.'' 

24th,  Mr.  Bancroft,  bringing  a  few  lines  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  came  to  see  me  to  confer  on  the  character  of  the  Indi^s^ 
which  he  is  about  to  handle  in  the  next  volume  of  his,  History. 
This  ca.re  to  assure  himself  of  the  truth  of  the  conclusions  to  be 
introduced  in  his  work,  is  calculated  to  inspire  confidence  in  hiis 
mode  of  research. 

2Sth.  WasWngton.    My  reception  here  has  been  most  cordial. 


534  .  PERSONAL  MEMOIBS. 

and  snch  as  to  assure  me  in  the  propriety  of  the  step  I  took,  in 
resolving  to  proceed  to  the  capital,  without  the  approval  of  the 
secretary  and  acting  governor  (Horner),  who  was,  inde^  from 
his  recent  arrival  and  little  experience  in  this  matter,  quite  in  the 
dark  respecting  the  true  condition  of  Indian  affairs  in  Michigan. 
The  self-constituted  Ottawa  delegation  of  chiefs. from  the  lower 
peninsula  had  preceded  me  a  few  days.  After  a  conferenee  be- 
tween them  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  they  were  referred  to  me, 
under  authority  from  the  President,  communicated  by  special 
appointment,  as  commissioner  for  treating  with  them.  It  was 
found  that  the  deputation  was  quite  too  local  for  the  transaction 
of  ^y  general  business.  The  Ottawas,  from  the  valley  of  Grand 
River,  an  important  section,  were  unrepresented.  The  various 
bands  of  Ghippewas  living  intercalated  among  them,  on  the  lower 
peninsula,  extending  down  the  Huron  shore  to  Thunder  Bay,  were 
unapprized  of  the  movement.  .  The  Ghippewas  of  the  upper  pen- 
insula, north  of  Michilimackinack,  were  entirely  unrepresented. 
I  immediately  wrote,  authorizing  deputations  to  be  sent  from  each 
of  the  unrepresented  districts,  and  transmitting  funds  for  the  pur- 
pose. This  authority  to  collect  delegates  from  the  two  nations, 
whoso  interests  in  the  lands  were  held  in  common,  was  promptly 
and  efficiently  carried  out ;  and,  when  the  chiefs  and  delegates  ar- 
rived, they  were  assembled  in  public  council,  at  the  Masonic  Hall, 
corner  of  4^  street,  and  negotiations 'formally  opened.  These 
meetings  Mere  continued  from  day  to  day,  and  resulted  in  an  im- 
portant cession'  of  territory,  comprising  all  their  lands  lying  in  the 
lower  peninsula  of  Michigan,  north  of  Grand  Biver  and  west  of 
Thunder  Bay ;  and  on  the  upper  peninsula,  extending  from  Drum- 
mond  Island  and  Detour,  through  the  Straits  of  St.  Mary,  west 
to  Chocolate  River,  on  Lake  Superior,  and  thence  southerly  to 
Green  Bay.  This  cession  was  obtained  on  the  principle  of  making 
limited  reserves  for  the  principal  villages,  and  granting  the  mass 
of  Indian  population  the  right  to  live  on  and  occupy  any  portion 
of  the  lands  until  it  is  actually  required  for  settlement.  The 
compensation,  for  all  objects,  was  about  two  millions  of  dollars. 
It  had  been  arranged  to  close  and  sign  the  treaty  on  the  26th  of 
March,  but  some  objections  were  made  by  the  Ottawas  to  a  matter 
of  detail,  which  led  to  a  renewed  discussion,  and  it  was  not  until 
the  28th  that  the  treaty  was  signed.     It  did  not  occur  to  me,  till 
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litenrftrds,  that  this  ii:ft8  my  birth-day.  The  Senate  who,  at  the 
same  time,  had  the  important  Cherokee  treaty  of  New  Echota 
before  them,  did  not  'give  it  their  assent  till  the  20th  of  May,  and 
then  ratified  it  with  soine  essential  modifications,  which  have  not 
had  a  wholly  propitious  tendency. 

Liberal  provisions  were  made  for  their  education  and  instruction 
in  agricoliure  and  the  artd.  Their  outstanding  debts  to  the  mer- 
chantSi  were  provided  for,  and  such  aid  given  them  in  the  initial 
labor  of  subsisting  themselves,  as  were  required  by  a  gradual 
change  from  the  life  of  hunters  to  that  of  husbandmen.  About 
twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  acre  was  given  for  the  entire  area, 
which  includes,  some  secondary  lands  and  portions  of  muskeegs  and 
waste  grounds  about'  the  lakes — which  it  was,  however,  thought 
ought,  in  justice  to  the  Indians,  to  be  included  in  the  cession.  The 
whole  area  could  not  be  certainly  told,  but  was  estimated  at  about 
sixteen  millions  of  dcres. 

About  the  beginning  of  May  a  delegation  of  Saginaws  arrived, 
for  the  purpose  of  ceding  to  the  government  the  reservations  in 
Michigan,  made  under  the  treaty  of  1819.  This  delegation  was 
referred  to.  me,  with  instructions  to  form  a  treaty  with  them. 
The  terms  of  it  were  agreed  on  in  several  interviews,  and  the  treaty 
was  signed  on  the  20th  of  May,  1836. 

A  third  delegation  of  Ghippewas,  from  Michigan,  having  sepa- 
rate interest  in  the  regions  of  Swan  Gre^k  and  Black  River,  pre- 
sented themselves,*  with  the  view  of  ceding  the  reservations  made 
to  tiem  by  a  treaty  concluded  by  Gen.  Hull,  Nov.  17th,  1807. 
They  were  also  referred  to  me  to  adjust  the  terms  of  a  sale  of 
these  reservations.  The  treaty  was  signed  by  their  chiefs  on  the 
9th  of  May,  1836. 

As  soon  as  these  several  treaties  were  acted  on  by  the^  Senate, 
I  left  the  city  on  my  return.  It  was  one  of  the  last  days  of  May 
when  I  left  Washington.  A  new  era  had  now  dawned  in  the  up- 
per lake  country,  and  joy  and  gladness  sat  in  every  face  I  met. 
The  Indians  rejoiced,  because  they  had  accomplished  their  end 
and  provided  for  their  wants.  The  class  of  merchants  and  inland 
traders  rejoiced,  because'  they  would  now  be  paid  the  amount  of 
their  credits  to  the  Indians.  The  class  of  metifs  and  half-breeds 
were  glad,  because  they  had  been  remembered  by  the  chiefs,  who 
set  apart  a  fund  for  their  benefit.     The  citizens  generally  partici- 
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pated  in  these  feeliogs^  because  the  effeet  of  the  treaties  would  be 
to  elicit  new  means  .and  sources  of  prosperity. 

I  reached  Mackinack.  on  the  15th  of  Jane,  in  the  ste^toer  ^^  Co- 
lambia."  I  found  all  my  family  well  and  ready  to  welcome  me 
home,  but  one — Charlotte,  the  daughter  of.  Songageesdiig,  who 
had  bee;i  brought  up'  flrom  a  child  as  one  of  my  family.  Her 
father,  a  Chippewa,  had  been  killed  in  an  affray  at  the  Sault  St. 
Marie  in  1822,  leaving  a  wife  and  three  children.  '  She  had  hepxt 
adopted  and  carefully  instructed  in  every  moral  and  religious  duty. 
She  could  read  her  Bible  well,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Church, 
in  good  standing  at  the  time  of  her  death.  .A  rapid  consumption 
developed  itself  during  the  winter  of  my  absence,  which  no  medical 
skill  coul4  arrest.  She  had  attained  about  her  fifteenth  year,  aad 
died  leaving  behind  her  a  consecrated  memory  of  pleasing  piety 
and  gentle  manners. 

A  foreat  .flower,  but  few  so  Well  could  claim 
A  daughter's,  sister's,  and  a  Christian's  name. 


PEBSPKAX  MEM0IB8.  587 


CHAPTER  LVII. 

Home  matters  —  Massachusetts  Historical  Society — Question  of  the  U.  SL 
Senate's  action  on  certain  treaties  of  the  Lake  Indians-— Hugh  L.  White^ 
Dr.  Morton's  Crania  Americana — Letter  from  Mozojeed-^tateof  the  pilla« 
gers — ^Visit  of  Dr.  Follen  and  Miss  Martineau — Treaty  movements — Young 
Lord  Selkirk--<-Character  and  yalue  of  Upper  Michigan — Hon.  Jjohn  Nor- 
vell's  letter — Jjiterary  items — Ezecntion  of  the  treaty  of  March  28th— 
Amoont  of  money  paid — ^Effects  of  the-  treaty — ^Baron  de  Behx^<-Ornitho- 
logy. 

1836,  June  16th*  My  winter  in  Washington  had  thrown  my' 
correspondenoe  sadly  in  the  rear.  Most  of  my  letters  had  been 
addressed  to  me  directly  .at  Mackinaok,  and  they  were  first  read 
several  months  after  date.  Whilst  at  the  seat  of  government  my 
duties  had  been  of  an  arduous  character,  and  left  me  but  little 
time  on  my  bands.  Aud  now,  that  I  bad  got  back  (o  my  post  in 
the  interior,  the  duties  gr.owing  out  of  tbe  pecent  treaties  had 
been  in  no  small  degree  multiplied.  While  preparing  for  the  latter, 
the  former  were  not,  however,  to  be  wholly  neglected,  or  left  unno- 
ticed.    X  will  revert  to  them. 

April  28tk.  The  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  this  day 
approved  a  report  from  a  committee  charged  with  the  subject— 
^^That,  in  their  opinion,  the  dissertation  on  the  Odjibwa  language 
with  a  vocabulary  of  the  same,  contemplated  by  Mr.  Schoolcraft, 
would  be  a  suitable  and  valuable  contribution  to  our  collections, 
and  that  he  be  requested  to  proceed  and  complete  the  work,  and 
transmit  it  to  the  society  for  publication.^'  This  was  communicated 
to  me  by  Hoil.  Thomas  L.  Winthrdp,  their  president,  on  the  2d 
of  May,  and  opened  an  eligible  way  for  my  bringing  forward  my 
investigations  of  this  language,  without  expense  to  myself.  The 
difficulty  now  was,  that  the  offer  had.  come,  at  a  time  when  it  Was 
impossible  to  complete  the  paper.  I  was  compelled  to. defer  it  till 
the  pressure  of  business,  which  now  began  to  thicken  o^my  hands, 
should  abate.     It  was  in  this  manner,  and  in  the  hope  that  the 
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next  season  would  afford  me  leisure,  that  ^  the  matter  was  put  off, 
from  time  to  time,  till  it  was  in  a  measure  cast  behind  and  out  of 
sight,  and  not  from  a  due  appreciation  of  the  offer. 

Mtiy  Vlth.  In  the  letter  of  appointment  to  me,  of  this  date, 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  treat  with  the  Saginaws,  it  is  stated: 
**  You  are  authorized  to  offer  them  the  proceeds  which  their  lands 
may  bring,  deducting  such  expenses  as  may  be  necessary  for  its 
survey,  sale,  &c.  You  will  take  care  that  a  sufficient  fund  is  re- 
served to  provide  for  their  removal,  and  such  arrangements  made 
for  the  security  and.  application  of  the  residue  as  will  be  most  be- 
neficial to  them."  These  instructions  were  carried  out,  in  articles 
<^f  a  compact,  in  which  the  government  furthermore  agreed,  in  view 
of  the  lands  not  being  immediately  brought  into  market,  to  make 
a  reasonable  advance  to  these  Indians.  Yet  the  Senate  rejected 
itj  not,  it  would  seem,  for  the  liberality  of  the  offer  of  the  nett 
proceeds  of  the  lands,  but  for  the  almost  per  f^ecessitate  offer  of  a 
moderate  advance,  to  enable  the  people. to  turn  themselves  in 
straitened  circumstances,  which  had  been  the  prime  motive  for 
selling. 

The  advance  was,  in  fact,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  a  mere 
bagatelle,  but  the  chairman  of  the  Indian  Committee  in  the  Senate 
was  rather  on  the  lookout  for  something,  or  anything,  to  embar- 
rass or  disoblige  General  Jackson  and  his  agents,,  having  fallen 
out  with  him,  and  being  then,  indeed,  a  candidd.te  for  President 
of  the  IT.  S.  himself,  at  the  coming  election.  If  I  nad  not 
heard  the  pointed  expressions  of  Hon.  Hugh  L.  White,  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  in  which  my  three  treaties  were  before  him,  in 
relation  to  this  matter  of  not  affording  the  presidjBUtial  incumbent 
new  sources  of  patronage,  &c.,  I  should  not  deem  it  just  to  add 
the  latter  remark.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  will  and  feelings, 
which  often  betrayed  themselves  when  subjects  of  public  policy 
were  the  topics.  And,  so  far  as  he  interfered  with  the  principles 
of  the  treaties  which  I  had  negotiated  with  the  Lake  Indians  in 
1836,  ha  evinced  an  utter  ignorance  of  their  history,  character, 
and  best  interests.  He  violated,  in  some  respects,  the  very  prin- 
ciple on  which  alone  two  of  the  original  cessions,  namely,  those  of 
the  Ottawas  and  Chippewas  and  of  the  Saginaws,  were  obtained; 
and  introdmied  features  of  discord,  which  disturb  the  tribes,  and 
some  of  which  will  long  continue  to  be  felt.     And  the  result  is  a 
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severe  caution  against  the  Senate's  ever  patting  private  reasons  in  ; 
the  place  of  public,  and  interfering  with  matters  which  they  neces- 
sarily know  but  little  about. 

16th.  t)r.  Samuel  George  Morton,  of  Philadelphia,  makes  an 
appeal  to  gentlemen  interested  in  the  philosophical  and  hist<^rical 
questions  connected  with  the  Indians,  to  aid  him  in  the  collection 
of  crania; — ^to  be  used  in  the  copiprehensive  work  which  he  is  pre- 
paring on  the  subject. 

2Gth.  Hon.  J.  fi.  Sutherland  expresses  the  wish  to  see  .an  In*" 
dian  lexicography  prepared  under,  the  auspices  of  the  Indian 
Department,  and  urges  me  to  undertake  it-.   . 

80th,  Mozojeed,^  or  the  Moose^s  Tail,  an  Ojibwa  chief  of  Otta- 
wa Lake,  in  the  region  at  the  source  of  Chippewa  Kiver  of  the 
Upper  Mississippi,  dictates  a  letter  to  me.  Dhe  following  is  an 
extract: — 

"  My  Father — I  have  a,  few  remarks  to  make.  Every,  morning 
of  the  year  I  wish  to  come  and  see  you.  As  sOon  as  I  take  up.  m;|^ 
paddle  I  fall  sick.  Xi  is  now  two  years  since  I  began  to  be  sick. 
Sometimes  I  am  better — sometimes  worse.  I  am  pained  in  mind 
that  I  am  not  to  see  you  this  summer.  . 

^^  Since  you  gave  me  the  shonea  nahbekawahgun  (silver  medal) 
I  think  I  have  walked  in  your  commands.  X  have  done  all  I  cb^ld 
to  have  the  Indians  sit  still.  Those  that  are  far  off  I  could  not 
sway,  but  those  that  are  near  have  listened  to  me." 

His  influence  to  keep  the  Indians  at  peacf,  and  the  reasons 
which  have  hindered  the  influence  in  part,  are  thus,  partly  by 
symbolic  figures,  as  well  expressed  as  could  be  done  by  an  educated 
mind.  I  have  italicised  two  sentences  for  their  peculiarity  of 
thought. 

Zlat.  Mr.  Featherstonehaugh  expresses  a  wish  to  have  me  point 
out  the  bedt  map  extant  of  the  eastern  borders  of  the  Upper  Mis- 
sissippi, above  the  point  visited  by  him  in  his  recent  reconnoissance, 
in  order  ^^  to  avoid  gross  blunders — ail  I  do  not  expect  to  avoid  !'V 
Why  undertake  to  make  a  map  of  a  part  of  the  country  which  he 
did  not  see  ? 

Z\st.  Rev.  Alvan  Ooe,  of  Vernon,  0.,  expresses  his  interest  in 
the  provisions  of  the  late  treaty  with  the  Ottawas  and  Ghippewas, 
which  regards  their  instruction. 

June  l«t.  Mr.  W.  T.  Boutwell,  from  Leech  Lake,  depicts  .t^ 
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present  condition  of  the  Odjibwa&  on  tbe,  extreme  sources  of  the 
Mississippi. 

"  There  has  been  nothing,  so  far  as  I  have  discovered,  or  been 
informed,  like  a  disposition  to  go  to  war  this*  spring.  There  is, 
evidently,  a  gi;pwing  desire  on  the  part  of  not  a  few,  to  cultivate 
their  gardens  moi'e  extensively  and  better.  These  are  making 
gardens  by  the  side  of  me.  I  h^ve  furnished  them  with  seed  and 
lent  them  hoes,  on  condition  that  they  do  not  work  on  the  Sabbath. 
From  fifteen  to  twenty  bushels  of  potatoes  I  have  given  to  ouq 
and  another  to  plant. 

"  The  Big  Cloud  has  required  his  two  children  to  attend  regu- 
Tarly  to  instruction ;  others  occasionally.  The  £lder  Brother  has 
procured  him  a  comfortable  log  house  to  be  built — ^bought  a  horse 
and  eow.     I  have  bought  a  calf  of  Mr.  A.  for  him. 

^'I  am  making  the  experiment  whether  I  can  keep  cattle  here. 
They  have  wintered  and  passed  the  spring,  and  we  are  now 
favored  with  milk,  which  is  a  rarity  and  luxury  here. 

^^Mr.  Aitkin  is  establishing  a  permanent  post  at  Otter  Tail 
Lake.  *G.  Bonga  had  gone  with  a  small  assortment  of  gofeds  to 
build  and  pass  the  summer  there.  The  Indians  are  divided  in 
opinion  and  feeling  with  regard  to  the  measure.  Those  who  be- 
long to  this  lake,  or  who  make  gardens  in  this  vicinity,  are  opposed 
to  the  measure.  Thode  who^pass  the  summer  in  the  deer  Country 
and  make  rice  towards  the  height  of  land,  are  in  its  favor.  It  is 
on  the  line  dividiog  us  and  our  enemies — some  say,  where  we  do 
not  wish  to  go.  Whether  he  has  consulted  the  agent^dn  the  sub- 
ject, I  know  not. 

^'  Th^  past  winter  has  been  severe— the  depth  of  snow  greStter, 
by  far,  than  has  fallen  for  several  years.  Feb.  1  the  mercury  fell 
to  40^  below  zero.  This  is  the  extreme.  Graduated  on  the  scale 
I  have — it  fell  nearly  into  the  ball.'-  .  .  '  ' 

dtfu  The  Secretary  of  War  writes  me  a  private  letter,  suggest- 
ing the  employment  of  Mr.  Ryly,  of  Schenectady,  in  carrying  out 
the  large  deliveries  of  goods  (8150,000)  required  by  the  late  treaty, 
and  speaking  most  favorably  of  him,  as  a  former  resident  of  Michi- 
gan, and  a  patriotic  man  in  days  when  patriotism  meant  something. 

14th.  My  brother  James  writes  in  his  usual  frank  and  above- 
board  manner  :  "  If  the  Indians  are  to  audit  accounts  against  the 
Indians  (agreeably  to  the  Senate's  alteration  of  the  treaty),  then 
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unll  be  a  pretty  hun^bug  made  of  it;  then  he  that  has  most  whuky 
"wUl  get  most  pioneyJ* 

July  5th'  Df.  FoUen  and  ladjj  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  accompa- 
niietd  b J  Miss  Martinean,  of  England,  visited  mh  in  the  morning, 
having  laiided  in  the  ship  Milwaukee/  Thej  had,  previously, 
visited  the  chief  curiosities  and  sights  on  the  island.  Miss  Marti^ 
neau  expressed  her  gratification  in  having  visited  the  upper  lakes 
and  the  isltod.  She  said  she  had,  from  early  childhood,  felt  an  inte- 
rest in  them.  I  remarked,  that  I  supposed  she  had  seen  enough  of 
America  and  the  Americans,  to  have  formed  a  definite  opinion^  and 
asked  her  what  she  thought  of  them?  She  said  she  had  not  ask^d 
herself  that  question.  She  had  hardly  made  up  an  opinion,  and 
did. not  know  what  it  might  be,  on  getting  back  to  England.  She 
thought  society  hardly  formed  here,  that  it  was  rather  early  to 
^xpress  opinions;  but  she  thought  favorably  of  the.  elements  of 
such  a  mixed  society,  as  suited  to  lead  to  the.  most  liberal  trails. 
She  spoke  highly  of  Cincinnati,  and  some  other  places,  ajid  ex- 
pressed an  enthusiastic  admiration  for  the  natural  beauties  of 
Michil^mackinack.  She  said  she  had  been  nearly  two  years  ip 
America,,  and  was  now  going  to  the  seaboard  to  embark  on  her 
return  to  England. 

9th.  instructions  were  issued  at  Washington  for  the  execution 
of  the  treaty,  which  had  been  ratified,  with  amendments,  by  the 
Senate. 

■  • 

10^.  The  admission  of  Michigan  as  one  of  the  States,  had' left 
the  ofSce  of  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  for  the  region,  vac8tnt« 
An  Act  of  Congress,  passed  near  the  close  of  the  session,  had  de- 
volved tlie  duties  of  this  office  on  the  agent,  at  Michilimackinack. 
Instructions  were,  this  day,  issued  to  carry  this  act  into  effect. 
'  12th.  The  chiefs  in  general  council  assembled  by  special  mea- 
sengers  at  the  Agiency  at  Mackinack,-  this  day  assented  to  the 
Senate's  ^.Iterations  of  the  treaty.  Its  principles  were  freely  and 
fully  discussed. 

13^A  and  14th.  Signatures  continue  to  be  affixed 'to  the  articles 

ofassentr 

15th.  I  notified  the  varioi;s  bands  of  Indiana  to  attend  in  masa^ 
the  payments,  which  were  appointed  to  commence  on  the  1st  of 
September. 

21  th^  A  friend  writes  from  Detroit :  "  Lord  Selkirk,  from  Scot- 
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laady  18  on  his  route  to  Lake  Superior,  and,  as-  he  passes  through 
Mackinack,  I  write  to  introduce  him  to  you,  as  a  gentleman  with 
whom  you  would  be  pleased  to  have  more  than  a  transient  associa^ 
tion.  The  name  of  his  father  is  connected  with  many  north-western 
events  of  much  interest  and  notoriety,  and  a  most  agreeable  recol- 
lection of  his  mother.  Lady  Selkirk,  has  recommended  him  strongly 
to  'our  kindness.  I  feel  assured  you  will  befriend  Mm,  in  the  way 
of  information,  as  to  the  best  means  of  getting  on  to  the  Sault  St. 
Marie." 

I  found  the  bearer  an  easy,  quiet,  young  gentleman,  with  not 
the  least  air  of  pretence  or  superciliousness,  and  one  of  those  men 
to  whom  attentions  ever  become  a  pleasure. 

Aug,  2(f.  Hon.  John  Norvell,  U.  S.  S.,  calls  my  attention  to 
the  recent  annexation  to  Michigan  of  the  vast  region  north  of  the 
Straits  of  Michilimackinack. 

"  Your  personal  knowledge,"  he  observes,  "  of  the  country  on 
Lake  Superior,  which,  by  a  late  act  of  Congress  has  been  annexed 
to,  And  made  a  part  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  induces  me  respect- 
fully to  request  of  you  information  concerning  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  territory  thus  attached  to  the  State ;  the  qualities 
of  its  various  soils;  the  timber  and  water-powers  embraced  in  it ; 
its  minerals  and  their  probable  value ;  the  extent  of  lake-coast 
added  to  Michigan;  the  fisheries  and  their  probable  value  and 
duration ;  the  capabilities  and  conveniences  of  Lake  Superior  and 
the  northern  Michigan  shores,  and  the  cheapness  and  facility  with 
which  a  communication  may  be  opened  with  the  lower  lakes; 
together  with  such  other  information  as  it  may  be  in  your  power 
to  fbmish,  and  as  may  enable  the  people  of  Michigan  duly  to  ap- 
preciate the  importance  of  the  acquisition."  Vide  Letters  of 
Albion  in  reply. 

16f/i.  Mr.  Daniel  B.  Woods,  of  New  York,  announces  the  pro- 
ject of  the  publicaticm  of  ^^  a  religious  and  missionary  souvenir," 
and  solicits  my  aid  in  the  preparation  of  an  article. 

26th.  The  citizens,  merchants,  and  traders  of  the  town  agree 
not  to  sell  or  furnish  whisky  or  ardent  spirits  to  the  Indians  during 
the  payments  and  preliminary  examinations-^a  conclusive  evidence 
this  that,  where  the  interestn  of  the  population  combine  to  stop  the 
traffic  in  ardent  spirits,  it  requires  no  Congressional  or  State  laws.. 

Sept.  26th.  John  Q.  Palfrey,  Esq.,  editor  of  the  North  Amt- 
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riean  Review^  wishes  me  to  review  Mr.  Gallatin's  forthcoming  paper 
on  the  tpdian  languages,  which  is  about  te  appear  in  the  second 
volume  of, the  collections  of  the  American  Antiquarian. Society. 

2Wi.  A  "busy  bunness  srvnmer,  replete  with  incident  and  ex- 
citement on  the  island,  closes  this  day  by  the  termination  of  thcf ' 
several  classes  of  payments  made  under  the  treaty  of  March  28th,  ' 
1896^  .  Upwards  of  four  thousand  Indians  have  been  encamped 
along  the  pebbly  beaches  and  coves  of  the  island,  and  isubsisted  by 
the  Indian  Department  for  about  a  month.  To  these  an  annuity 
of  $42,000  has  been  paid  j?er  capita.  Of  these  thefe  were  148 
chiefs,  namely,  25  of  the  first  class,  51  of  the  second,  and  67  of 
the  third  clasQ,  who  received  an  additional  payment  of  $30,pOO« 
In  addition  to  the  provisions  consumed,  two  thousan4  dollars  worth 
of  flour,  pork,  rice,  and  corn  were  delivered  to  the  separate  viHages 
in  bulk  prior  to  their  departure,  and  one  hunfted  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  in  the  best  quality  of  Indian  goods  and  merchandise, 
cutlery,  and  other  articles  of  prime  necessity,  systematiciilly 
divided  amongst  the  mass.  The  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty 
thousa.nd  dollars  has  been  paid  on  accounts  exhibited  to  th^  ageijt, 
and  approved  by  the  creditors  of  the  two  tribes.  One  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  have  also  been  paid  to  the  half-breed 
relatives  of  the  two  tribes  on  carefully  prepared  lists. 

These  several  duties  required  care  and  involved  responsibilities 
of  no  ordinary  character.  They  have  been  shared  by  Major  H. 
Whiting,  the  Paymaster  of  the  Northern  Department,  by  whom 
the  funds  were  exclusively  paid,  aQ!d  John  W.  Edwards,  Esq,,^  of 
New  York,  who  divided  the  half-breed  fund,  to  both  oi  whom  I 
am  indebted  for  the  diligence  with  which  they  iaddressed  them- 
selves to  the  duty,  and  the  kindness  and  urbanity  of  their  manners. 

So  large  an  assemblage  of  red  and  white  men  probably  never 
assembled  here  before,  and  a  greater  degree  of  joy  and  satisfieic-^ 
tion  was  never  evinced  by  the  same  number.  The  Indians  went 
aw^y  with  their  canoes  literally  loaded  with  all  an  Indian  wantsi^ 
from  silver  to  a  steel  trap,  and  a  practical  demonstration  was  giv^n 
which  wiU  shut  their  mouths  forever  with  regard  to  the  oft-repeated 
scandal  of  the  stinginess  and  injustice  of  the  American  govern- 
ment. 

Not  a  man  was  left,  of  any  caste  or  shade  of  nativity,  to  utter 
a  word  to  gainsay  or  cavil  with  the  noli^le  and  high  pabUo  manner 


541  PERSONAL  MEMOIRS. 

in  which  these  proceedings  were  done.  Thel)lood-relatiyes  of  the 
Indian  found  that  the  two  nations,  actuated  bj  a  sense  of  their 
kindness  and  real  friendship  for  years,  had  remembered  them  in 
the  day  of  their  prosperity.  The  large  number  of  Indian  crcditr 
ors,  who  had  toiled  and  suffered  and  lost  property  in  a  trade  which 
is  always  hazardousi,  were  glad  in  seeing  the  ample  provision  for 
their  payipent.  .  , 

The  agents  of  the  government  also  rejoiced  in  the  happy  ter- 
mination of  their  labors,  and  the  drum,  whose  roll  had  carried 
away  the  Iroops  who  had  been  present  to  preserve  order,  now 
converted  to  a  symbol  of  peace,  was  never,  more  destined  to  be 
beaten  to  Eissemble  white  men  to  march  in  hostility  against  these 
tribcQ.  They  were  forever  our  friends.  What  war  had  not  accom- 
plished, the  arts  of  peace  certainly  had.  Kindness,  justice,  and 
liberality,  like  the  instill  small  voice"  at  Sinai,  had  done  what  the 
whirlwind  and  the  tempest  failed  to  do. 

.  Fourteen  years  before,  I  had  taken  the  management  of  these 
tribes  in  hand,  to  conduct  their  intercourse  and  to  mould  and  gmd^ 
their  feelings,  on  the  part  of  the  government.  They  were  then 
poor,  in  a  region  denuded  of  game,  and  without  one  dollar  in  annui- 
ties. They  were  yet  smarting  under  the  war  of  1812,  and  all  but 
one  man,  the  noble  Wing,  or  Ningwegon,  hostile  to  the  American 
name.  G^hey  were  now  at  the  acme  of  Indian  hunter  prosperity, 
with  every  want  supplied,  and  a  futurity  of  pleasing  anticipation. 
.  Theywerefriendsof  the  American  government.  I  had  allied  myself 
to  the  race.  I  was  earnest  and  sincere  in  desiring  and  advancing 
their  welfare.  I  was  gratified  with  a  result  so  auspicious  to  every 
humane  and  exalted  wish. 

War,  ye  wild  tribes,  hath  no  rewotrds  like  this ; 
'Tie  peaceful  labors  that  result  in  IJliss. 

29th,  Baron  de  Behr,  Minister  of  Belgium,  presented  himself 
at  my  office.  He  was  cordially  received,  although  bringing  me 
no  letter  to  apprize  me  of  his  official  standing  at  Washington. 
He  had  been  to  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  and;  visited  the  entrance  into 
Lake  Superior.  He  presented  me  a  petrifaction  picked  up  on 
Drummond  Island,  and  looked  at  my  cabinet  with  interest. 

The  troops  under  Major  Hoffman  embarked  in  a  steamer  for 
Detroit.     Also  Major  Whiting, "^  the  U;  S.  Paymaster,  and  Mr-. 
Edmonds,  my  adjuncts  in  official  labor. 
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Oct.  nth*  Old  friends  from  Middlebury,  Vermont,  came  up  in  a 
steamer  bound  to  Green  Bay,  among  whom  I  was  happy  to  recog«' 
nize  Mrs.  Henshaw,  mother  of  the  bishop  of  that  name  of  Rhode 
Inland. 

ISth.  Alfred  Schoolcraft,  who  had  commenced  the  study  of 
ornithology  with  decided  ability,  hands  me  the  following  list  of 
birds,  which  have  been  observed  to  extend  their  visits  to  this 
island  and  the  basin  of  Lake  Huron. 


Common  Name. 

1 

Order. 

family. 

r 

Genofl. 

■    '    •_ 

Brown  Thrush 

Passeres 

Canori 

Turdus 

T.  Rufus. 

Cedar  Bird 

.  u 

Sericati 

Bonelycilla 

B.  Carolinensis. 

Canada  Jay 

tt 

Gregacii 

Corvus 

C^  Canadensis. 

Crow 

« 

M 

u 

C.  Corone. ' 

House  Wren 

u 

U 

Trylodites 

T.  Edom. 

Blue  Jay 

u 

U 

Corvus 

C.  Vocifenis. 

Raven 

K 

tf 

u 

C.  Corax. 

Snow  Bird 

tf 

Passerinl 

Fringilla 

F.  Hyemalifl. 

Sing  Cicily 

tt 

tt 

M 

F.  Mekxlia. 

Robin 

M 

Canori 

Turdus 

T.  Migraioria. 

tt 

Passerini 

Loxia 

L.  Corvuroetra. 

Red  Winged  Starling 

tt 

Gregarii 

Icterus 

I.  PhoBnicus. 

Goldfinch 

(C 

Pa*serini 

Fringilla 

F.  Trifetis. 

Little  Owl 

Accipetres 

-Stapaces 

Stryx 

s: 

Sparrow  Hawk 

u 

u 

Faloo 

F.  Sparverius. 

Golden  Plover 

Gralle 

Pressirostre 

Charadrus 

C.  Plurailis. 

Woodcock 

u 

Semicole 

Scolipax 

S.  Minor* 

Green  Winged  Teal 

Lamelasodenta 

Anas 

Anas  Crecca. . 

Wood  buck 

u 

<i 

A.  Sponsa. 

Golden  Eyed  Duck 

M 

Fatignlft 

F.  Clengula. 

Hooping  Crane 

Hefodu 

Grus 

G.  Americana. 

Kingfisher. 

Patflseres 

Aagiibrostres 

A  Icedo 

A.  Alcyon. 

Loon. 

Py^ebpodes 

Colymbus 

C.  Glacialis. 

Partridge 

Galinacia 

Perdix 

P.  Virginiana. 

.Of  their  habits  he  appends  the  following  remarks: — 
'^Tfae  Canada  Jay  ({7.  Canadensis)  preys  upon  smaller  birds 
of  the  sparrow  kind.    This  fact  has  been  related  to  me  by  persons 
of  undoubted  veracity,  and  I  have  myself  seen  one  of  them  in 
pursuit  of  small  birds. 

^^  There  is  a  small  species  of  sparrow,  that  inhabits  the  forests 
near  the  settlements  in  this  region,  of  a  very  interesting  character. 
It  matters  not  how  intense  the  cold,,  it  never  deserts  our  woods, 
but  remains  hunting  for  insects  in  the  cavities  and  among  the 
branches  of  the  trees  with  the  most  assiduous  caution.  They 
hatch  their  young  in  holes,  which  they  perforate  in  decayed  trees 
with  their  sharp  bills.  If  a  person  happens  to  come  near  their 
86 
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mats  daring,  the  time  of  incnbation,  it  yociferates  most  strennoo^J 
against  the  intrusion,  while  its  feathers  expand,  its  eyes  sparkle 
with  rage,  and  it  darts  from  branch  to  brlu^ch  with  the  most  as- 
tonishing rapidity.  It  is  frequently  to.  be  seen  near  our  houses  in 
the  winter,  and  in  the^  most  severe  and  inclement  weather  they 
will  tend,  by  their  chirping  and  gambols,  to  amuse  afid  enliven'  our 
minds,  while  at  the  same  titne  they  afford  us  an  entertaining  study/ 

"  Their  wants  are  very  small.  If  a  piece  of  meat,  weighing 
two  or  three  pounds,  is  hung  against  somQ  tree  or  fence  near  io 
our  houses  in  the  winter,  we  can  have  the  pleasure  of  yitnesnng 
them  merrily  banqueting  on  it  every  day  for  several  weeks. 

^^  Sandpipers  of  the  smaller  kinds  can  swim  on  the  surface  of 
the  water,  dive  beneath  and  remain  under  it  with  the  same  facility 
as  the  duck  and  other  aquatic  birds,  although  they  do  not  make 
use  of  this  property  unless  driven  to  extremity.  This  fact  I  can 
pled;^e  my  veracity  on  from  personal  observation.  They  need  not 
use  this  poWer  of  swimming  foi^  the  purpose  of  procuring  food,  aa 
the  substances  on  which  they  subsist  are  found  on  the  margin  of 
the  water/' 
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CHAPTER   LVIII. 

Value  of  the  equivalent  territory  granted  to  Michigan,  by  Congr^s,  for  the 
disputed  Ohio  boundary — Rapid  -  improvement  of  Michigan^— AlIegan-7* 
Indian  legend — ^Baptism  and  deatli  of  Kagcosh,  a  very  aged  chief  at  St. 
Mary's — Nevr  system  of  writing  Indian,  proposed  by  Mr.  Nash-^Indian 
names  for  new  towns — A.  Bishop's  notion  of  the  reason  for  applying  to 
Government  for  education  funda  under  Indian  treaties: — Mr.  Gallatin'^ 
paper  on  the  Indians — The  temperance  movement 

1836.  Oct.  27^A.  I  EMBARKED  this  day,  at  Micbilimackinack, 
'with  my  family,  for  Detroit,  to  assume  the  duties  of  the  superin- 
tendency  at  that  point.  Nothing,  demanding  notice,  occurred  on 
the  passage;  we  reached  our  destination  on  the  30th.  Political 
feeling  still  ran  high  respecting  the  terms  of  admission  proposed 
by  Congress  to  Michigan,  and  the  convention,  which  recently  met 
at  Ann  Arbor^  refused  their  assent  to  these  terms,  under  a  mis-  . 
taken  view  of  the  case,  as  J  think,  and  the  lead  of  rash  and  heady 
advisors  ;  for  there  is  bo  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  large  area 
of  territory  in  the  upper  country,  offered  as  an  equivalent  for 
the  disputed  boundary  with  Ohio,  will  be  found-of  far  greater  value, 
and  importance  to  the  State  than  the  ^*  seven  mile  strip"  surren- 
dered— an  opinion,  the  grounds  of  which  are  discussed  in  iny 
"Albion"  letters.  I  expressed  this  opinion  in  the  spring  of  the 
year^  before  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Senate,  where  I  at-, 
tended,  on  the  invitation  of  Hon.  Silas  Wright,  to  impart  informa- 
tion, which  I  was  supposed  to  possess,  on  the  geography  and  natural 
resources  of  the  Lake  Superior  region. 

JTen;.  2d.  Mr.  J.  G.  Palfrey,  acting  editor  of  the  N.  A.  RevieiVj 
invites  me  to  become  a  contributor  to  the  pages  of  that  standard 
periodical. 

8th.  No  territory  in  the  Union  has  required  so  long,  so  very 
long  a  time  for  its  appreciation,  as  Michigan,  and  now,  that  emi- 
gratioa  is  fireely  coming  in.  It  is  difficult  to  estimSte  the  very  rapid 
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improvement  of  places.  An  instance  of  the  kind  occurs  in  the  de- 
tails of  a  letter  which  I  have  just  received.  "It  may  not  be  amiss/' 
say§  Mr.  A.  L.  Ely,  "  to  give  you  a  short  description  of  the  growth  of 
Allegan.  The  site  was  bought  at  government  prices,  in  the  spring 
of  1833,  by  two  gentlemen  now  living  at  Bronson,  namely,  Anthony 
Cooly  and  Stephen  Vickery.  In  November  of  that  year,  my  father, 
who  was  then  in  Michigan  looking  for  a  location,  both  for  him  and 
myself,  purchased  for  me  one-third  of  the  property,  there  being 
in  all  about  452  acres  of  land,  for  which  he  paid  $1750. .  In  June, 
1834,  we  sent  one  family  from  Rochester,  who  built  two  log 
houses,  and  grubbed  the  ground  for  a  mill  race.  In  October,  1834, 
Mr.  Sidney  Ketchum,  as  agent  for  some  gentlemen  in  Boston, 
purchased  all  the  interests  in  the  property,  except  those  held  by 
me,  for  something  under  $5,000. 

"The  winter  of  '84  and  '35  was  spent  in  making  roads,  and 
getting  provisions  together,  and  preparing  to  commence  improve- 
ments. In  April,  1835,  we  commenced  the  dam  and  canal  for  a 
double  saw  mill,  which  were  completed  that  fall.  In  May,  our 
plat  was  laid  out  in  lots.  In  June,  we  commenced  selling  them. 
We  have  sold  up  to  this  date  175  lots.  In  June,  1835,  the  second 
family  came  into  the  place.  In  November,  the  first  merchant 
commenced  selling  goods.  In  December,  we  commenced  the  erec- 
tion of  a  small  building  for  a  church ;  it  was  completed  in  May, 
1836,  and  a  few  days  ^fter,  accidentally  burnt  down. 

^'  There  are  now  (Nov.  1836)  in  Allegan  three  stores,  two  large 
taverns,  a  cupola  furnace,  a  chairmaker's  shop,  two  cabinet  shops, 
two  blacksmiths,  a  shoemaker's  shop,  a  tailor's  shop,  a.  school 
house  20  by  40,  costing  $1200 ;  about  40  frame  buildings,  and  over 
600  people." 

10th.  I  have  for  many  years  been  collecting  from  the  Indian 
lodges  a  species  of  oral  fictitious  legends,  which  attest  in  the  race 
no  little  power  of  imagination ;  and  certainly  exhibit  them  in  a 
different  light  from  any  in  which  they:  have  been  heretofore  viewed. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  McMurray,  of  St.  Mary's,  transmits  me  a  story  of 
this  kind,  obtained  some  two  months  ago  by  his  wife  (who  is  a 
descendant,  by  the  mother's  side,  of  Chippewa  parents)  from  one 
of  the  natives.  This  tale  impressied  me  as  worthy  of  being  pre- 
served. I  have  applied  to  it,  from  one  of  its  leading  traits,  the 
name  of  The  Enchanted  Moccasons."     "I  have  written  the  story,'  * 
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he  remarks,  '^  as  near  the  language  in  which  Charlotte  repeated  it 
as  possible,  leaving  you  the  task  to  clothe  it  with  such  garb  as 
may  suit  those  which  you  have  already  collected,  or  as  the  Qubr 
stance  will  merit." 

SepL  7/A.  Mr.  McMurray  (who  is  an  Episcopal  Missionary  at 
St.  Mary's)  announces  the  death  of  one  of  the  principal  and  most 
aged  chiefs  of  the  Odjibwas,  in  that  quarter  of  the  country— 
Kagcosh.  ^^  He  bade  adieu  to  this  world  of  trouble  last  evening 
at  sunset.  I  visited  him  about  two  weeks  since,  and  conversed 
with  him  on  religious  subjects,  to  which  he  gave  the  utmost  atten- 
tion, and  on  that  occasion  requested  me  to  baptize  him.  I  told  him 
that  I  was  willing  to  do  so  whenever  I  could,  without  leaving  a 
doubt  in  my  mind  as  to  his  preparedness  for  the  rite.  I,  however, 
promised,  if  his  mind  did  not  change,  to  administer  it  soon.  He 
sent  for  me  the  day  before  he  died,  and  requested  me  again,  with- 
out delay,  to  baptize  him,  which  I  did,  and  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  he  understood  and  felt  the  necessity  of  it." 

This  venerable  chief  must  have  been  about  ninety  years  of  age. 
His  head  was  white.  He  was  about  six  feet  two  inches  in  height, 
lithe  of  form,  and  long  featured,  with  a  grave  countenance,  and  cra- 
nial developments  of  decided  intellectuality.  He  was  of  the  Crane 
totem,  the  reigning  family  of  that  place,  and  the  last  survivor  of 
seven  brothers,  of  whom  Shingabowossin,  who  died  in  the  fall  of 
1828,  was  noted  as  the  most  distinguished,  and  as  a  good  speaker. 
He  was  entitled  to  $500,  under  the  treaty  of  28th  March,  as  one 
of  the  first  class  chiefs  of  his  nation. 

Nov.  2(L  Rev.  Mr.  Nash  presented  me  letters  as  a  missionary 
to  the  Chippewas.  He  had  prepared  a  new  set  of  characters  by 
which  to  write  that  language,  and  presented  me  a  copy  of  it.  Every 
one  is  not  a  Cadmus,  and  the  want  of  success  which  has,  therefore, 
attended  the  efforts  at  new  systems  of  signs  to  express  sounds, 
should  teach  men  that  it  is  easier,  and  there  are  more  practical 
advantages  attending  the  use  of  an  old  and  well-known  system,  like 
that  of  the  English  alphabet,  than  a  new  and  unknown  system, 
however  ingenious  and  exact.  The  misfortune  is  that  all  attempts 
of  this  sort,  like  new  systems  of  notation  with  the  Roman  alpliabct, 
are  designed  rather  to  show  that  their  authors  are  inventive  and 
exact,  than  to  benefit  the  Indian  race.  For  if  an  Indian  be 
taught  by  these  systems  to  read,  yet  he  can  read  nothing  but 
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books  prepa|*ed  for  him  by  this-  system ;  and  the  whole  body  of 
English  literature,  history,  and  poetry,  is  a  dead  letter  to  him. 
Above  all,  he  cannot  read  the  English  version  of  the  Bible. 

23(2.  A  friend  asked  me  to  furnish  him  an  aboriginal  nam^  for  a 
new  town.  I  gave  him  the  choice  of  several.  lie  selected  Algonac. 
In  this  word  the  particle  acy  is  ta]cen  from  ace,  land  or  earth; 
and  its  prefixed  dissyllable  Algon,  from,  the  word  Algonquin*  This 
system,  by  which  a  part  of  a  word  is  made  to  stand  for,  and  carry 
the  meaning  of  a  whole  word,  i^  common  to  Indian  compound  sub- 
stantives. Thus  Wa-we-a'tUfirOngj  the  Algonquin  name  for  Detroit, 
is  made  up  from  the  term  u>(i-we,  a  roundabout  course,  atun  a  chan- 
nel, and  ong,  locality.  Our  geographical  terminology  might  be 
greatly,  mended  by  this  system.  At  least  repetition,  by  some  such 
attention  to  our  geographical  names,  to  the  liability  of  misdirect- 
ing letters,  might  be,  to  a  great  extent,  avdided. 

24<A.  Mr.  Bishop  Rese,  of  the  Catholic  Church,  called  to  make 
some  inquiry  respecting  a  provision  in  the  late  treaty,  designed  to 
benefit  his  church.  I  had  traveled  on  the  lake  with  the  Bishop. 
He  is  a  short,  club  nosed,  smiljng  man,  of  a  quizzical  physiognomy. 
He  asked  me  what  I  supposed  was  the  cause  of  the  press  for  the 
treaty  appropriations  for  educations,  by  Protestant  missions.  I 
told  him  that  I  supposed  the  conversion  of  the  souls  of  the  Indians 
constituted  the  object  of  these  applications.  ^^  Fob !  poh  !**  said  he, 
"  it  is  the  money  itself." 

Dec.  19£7i.  Mr.  Gallatin's  Synop%i8  of  the  Indian  Tribes  is  for- 
warded to  me  for  a  review.  "  The  publication,"  says  Mr.  Palfrey, 
^^  of  the  second  volume  of  Transactions  qf  the  American  Antiqua* 
rian  Society  was  delayed  considerably  beyond  the  time  appointed. 
It  was  only  a  week  ago  that  a  copy  reached  me.  I  transmit  it  by 
mail.  Should  it  not  reach  you  within  a  week  after  the  receipt  of 
this,  will  you  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me,  and  I  will  forthwith 
let  another  copy  try  its  fortune.** 

23(2. .  The  temperance  movement  has  excited  the  community  of 
Detroit  this  season,  as  a  subject  essential  to  the  eause  of  sound 
morals.  Its  importance  is  undeniable  on  all  hands,  but  there  is 
always  a  tendency  in  now  measures  of  reform,  to  make  the  me- 
thod insisted  on  a  sort  of  moral  panacea,  capable  of  doing  all 
things,  to  the  no  little  danger  of  setting  up  a  standard  higher  than 
that  of  the  Decalogue  itself.     In  the  midst  of  this  tendency  to 
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ultraism,  the  lea^t  particle  of  conservative  opinion  would  be  seized 
upon  by  its  leaders  as  the  want  of  a  thorough  acquiescence  and 
heartiness  in  the  cause.  Rev.  Mr.  Cleaveland  transmits  me  a 
resolution  of  the  ^' Total  Abstinence  Citj  Temperance  Society/' 
for  an  address  to  be  delivered  in  one  week.  '^Do  not,  do  not,  do 
not/*  he  remarks,  ^^say  us  nay." 

I  determined  to  devote  two  or  three  winter  evenings  to  gratify 
this  desire. 


\ 
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CHAPTER   LIX. 

Difficulties  resaltiBg  from  a  false  impression  of  the  Indian  charactor — Treaty 
with  the  Saginaws — Ottawas  of  Grand  River  establish  themselves  in  a 
colon  J  in  Barry  Coanty — Payments  to  the  Ottawas  of  Maomee,  Ohio — 
Temperance— Assassination  of  young  Aitkin  by  an  Indian  at  Leech  Lake 
— ^Mackinack  mission  abandoned — Wyandots  complain  of  a  trespass  from 
a  mill-dam — MohegaAs  of  Green  Bay  apply  for  aid  on  their  way  to  visit 
Stockbridge,  Mass. — Mohegan  traditions — ^Historical  Society?— Programme 
of  a  tour  in  the  East — Parental  disobedience — Indian  treaties — Dr.  War- 
ren's Collection  of  Crania-r-Hebrow  language — Geology — "  Goods  ofiTer" — 
Mrs.  Jameson — Mastodon's  tooth  in  Michigan — Captain  Marryatt — ^The 
Iceliandio  language— Munsees — Speech  of  Little  Bear  Skin  chief,  or  Mu- 
kunsewy&n. 

Office  Indian  Affairs,  Detroit. 

1837.  Jan.  5th.  Difficulties  are  repbirted  as  existing  be- 
tween a  party  of  Indians  (of  about  fifteen  souls)  of  Bobish,  and 
the  settlers  of  Coldwater,  Branch  county,  (township  8,  S.  range^ 
5  west.)  About  forty  families  have  settled  there  within  the  last 
fall  and  summer.  The  Indians,  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
making  sugar  and  hunting  on  the  public  lands,  are  disposed  not 
to  relinquish  these  privileges,  probably  not  understanding  fully 
their  right.  Mutual  threats  have  passed,  which  are  repeated  by 
Thomas  6.  Holden,  who  requests  the  interposition  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

Settlers  generally  move  into  the  new  districts  with  strong  pre- 
judices against  the  Indians,  whom  they  regard,  mistakingly,  as 
thirsting  for  blood  and  plunder.  It  only  requires  a  little  concilia- 
tion, and  proper  explanations,  as  in  this  case,  to  induce  them  at 
,  once  to  adopt  the  proper  course. 

14^A.  Articles  of  a  new  treaty  were  this  day  signed  at  my  of- 
fice, by  the  Saginaw  chiefs,  for  the  sale  of  all  their  reservations 
in  Michigan.  These  reservations  were  made  under  the  treaty 
of  September  24th,  1819.     They  were  ceded  by  them  at  Wash- 


k 


PERSONAL  MEMOIRS.  55^ 

ington,  in  the  spring  of  1886,  but  the  terms,  and  particularly  the 
advance  of  money  stipulated  to  be  made,  were  deemed  too  liberal 
by  the  Senate,  and,  in  consequence,  the  treaty  was  rejected.  The 
object  is  now  attained  in  a  manner  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  prove 
satisfactory.  By  this,  as  the  former  treaty,  this  tribe  are  allowed 
the  entire  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  their  lands. 

20th.  Rev*  Mr.  Slater  reports  that  the  Ottawas  of  Grand  River, 
who  were  parties  to  the  treaty  of  28th  of  March,  have  purchased 
lands  in  Barry  county  for  the  $6,400  allowed  by  the  ninth  article 
of  the  treaty,  in  trust  for  Chiminonoquet ;  and  that  a  mission 
has  been  established  on  the  lands  purchased,  which  is  called  Ottawa 
Colony.  Difficulties  have  occurred  with  pre-emption  claimants  in 
the  same  lands. 

SlsL  Captain  Simonton  reports  the  payment  of  the  annuity, 
amounting  to  $1,700,  due  to  the  Ottawas  of  Maumee,  Ohio.  The 
entire  number  of  persons  paid  by  him  was  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
three,  dividing  a  fraction  under  $4  per  soul.  In  these  payments 
old  and  young  fare  alike.  Henry  Connor,  Esq.,  the  interpreter 
present,  confirms  the  report  of  the  equal  division,  per  capitOy 
among  the  Indians,  and  the  satisfaction  which  attended  the  pay- 
ment, on  their  part. 

Feb,  IsL  Delivered  an  address  at  the  Presbyterian  Church,  be- 
fore a  crowded  audience,  on  the  temperance  movement,  showing 
that  the  whole  question  to  be  decided  was,  in  which  class  of  mode- 
rate drinkers  men  elected ,  themselves  to  be  arranged,  and  that 
ardent  spirits,  as  a  beverage,  were  wholly  unnecessary  to  a  healthy 
constitution. 

Transmitted  to  Mr.  Palfrey  a  review  of  Mr.  Gallatin's  "  Synop- 
sis of  the  Indian  Tribes  of  America." 

Feb.lst.  Mr.  William  A.  Aitkin  writes  from  Sandy  Lake: 
"  Since  I  left  you  at  St.  Peter's  I  have  had  a  severe  trial  to  go 
through.  I  came  up  by  Swan  River,  but  heard  nothing  there 
of  the  melancholy  event  which  had  taken  place  during  jny  absence 
at  Upper  Red  Cedar  Lf^e.  My  eldest  son  had  been  placed  at  that 
place  last  fall,  in  charge  of  that  post.  You  saw  him,  I  believe, 
last  summer ;  he  was  in  charge  of  Leech  Lake  when  you  were  at 
that  place.  He  was  a  young  man  of  twenty-two  years  of  age,  of 
a  very  amiable  temper,  humane  and  brave,  possessed  of  the  most 
unbounded  obedience  to  my  will,  and  of  the  most  filial  aficction 
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for  my  person.     This,  mj  son,  was  murdered  in  the  most  atrocious 
manner  by  a  bloody  monster  of  an  Indian.     My  poor  boy  had 
arrived  the  evening  previous  to  the  bloody  aet,  from  a  voyage  to 
Bed  Lake.     Early  the  next  morning  he  sent  oflf  all  the  men  he 
had  to  Lake  Winnipeck,  excepting  one  Frenchman,  to  bring  up  some 
things  which  he  had  left  there  in  the  fall.     A  short  time  after  his 
men  had  gone,  he  sent  the  remaining  man  to  brii^  some  water 
from  the  river ;  the  man  returned  into  the  house  immediately,  and 
told  him  an  Indian  had  broken  open  the  store,  and  was  in  it.     He 
went  very  deliberately  to  the  store,  took  hold  of  the  villain,  who 
tried  to  strike  him  with  his  tomahawk,  dragged  him  out  of  the 
store  and  disarmed  him  of  his  axe,  thjew  him  on  the   ground, 
and  then  let  him  go — and  was  turned  round  in  the  act  of  locking 
the  store-door.   The  villain  stepped  behind  the  door,  where  hje  had 
-hid  his  gun,  came  on  him  unawares  and  shot  him  dead,  without  the 
least  previous  provocation  whatever  on  the  part  of  my  poor  lost 
boy.     When  arrived,  I  found  the  feelings  of  every  one  prepared 
for  vengeance.    I  immediately,  without  one  moment's  loss  of  time, 
proceeded  to  Leech  Lake.     In  a  moment  there  were  twenty  half- 
breeds  gathered  round,  with  Francis  Brunette  at  their  head,  full- 
armed,  ready  to  execute  any  commands  that  I  should  give  them. 
We  went  immediately  to  the  camp  where  the  villain  was,  beyond 
Bed  Cedar  Lake,  determined  to  cut  oflf  the  whole  band  if  they 
should  raise  a  finger  in  his  defence.   Our  mutual  friend,  Mr.  Bou 
well)  joined  the  party,  with  his  musket  on  his  shoulder,  as  a 
and  a  Christian,  for  he  knew  it  was  a  righteous  cause,  and  that9^ 
the  arm  of  God  was  with  him.     We  arrived  on  the  wretches  un— , 
awares,  disarmed  the  band,  and  dragged  the  monster  from  his  lodge  '^ 
I  would  ha,ve  put  the  villain  to  death  in  the  midst  of  his  relation 
but  Mr.  Boutwell  advised  it  would  be  better  to  take  him  where  h( 
might  be  made  an  example  of.     The  monster  escaped  from  us  tW4 
days  after  we  had  taken  him,  but  my  half-breeds  pursued  him  fo 
six  days  and  brought  him  back,  and  he  is  now  on  his  way  to  S 
Peter's  in  irons,  under  a  strong  guard.     My  dear  friend,  I  cannoczi^ 
express  to  you  the  anguish  of  my  heart  at  this  present  moment. 

^'  The  Indians  of  all  this  department  have  behaved  like  villaii^# 
during  my  absence,  particularly  the  Indians  of  Leech  Lake,  con?- 
mitting  tlie  greatest  depredations  on  our  people,  and  would  surely 
have  murdered  them  if  they  had  shown  the  least  disposition  to 
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resist  their  aggravations.   You  will  excuse  me  from  giving  you  any 
other  news  at  present.     I'm  not  in  a  state  of  mind  to  do  it." 

Feb.  3(i.  Rev..  David  Green,  of  Boston,  communicates  the  deter- 
mination of  the  Board  of'  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions  to 
break  up  and  abandon  the  school  and  mission  at  Mackinack.  This 
decision  I  have  long  feared,  and  cannot  but  deplore.  The  school 
is  large,  and  the  education  of  inany  of  the  pupils  is  such  that  in  a 
few  years  they  would  make  useful  practicable  men  and  w<Hnen, 
and  carry  a  Christian  influence  over  a  wide  circle.  By  dispersing 
them  now  the  labor  is  to  some  extent  lost. 

6th.  Received  a  vpte  of  thanks  of  the  Detroit  Total  Abstinence 
Society,  for  my  temperance  address  of  the  1st  instant,  which  is 
courteously  called  '^  elegant  and  appropriate.*'     So,  ho ! 

22(2.  A  party  of  Wyandots  from  the  River  Uuron,  of  Michigan, 
visited  the  office.  They  complain  that  trespasses  are  committed 
by  settlers  on  the  lands  reserved  to  them.  The  trespasses  arise 
from  the  construction  of  mill-dams,  by  which  their  grounds  are 
overflowed.  They  asked  whether  they  hold  the  reservation  for^fty 
years  or  otherwise.  I  replied  that  they  hold  them,  by  the  terms 
of  the  treaty,  as  long  as  they  shall  have  any  posterity  to  live  on 
the  lands.  They  only  escheat  to  the  United  States  in  failure  of 
this.  But  that  I -would  send  an  agent  to  inquire  into  the  jus- 
tice of  their  complaint,  and  to  redress  it. 

24M.  Robert  Kankapot  presents  himself  with  about  twenty  fol- 
lowers. He  is  a  Stockbridgo  Indian  of  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin, 
on  his  way  to  the  East.  Ue  is  short  of  funds,  and  asks  for  re- 
lief. No  annuity  or  other  funds  are  payable,  at  this  office,  to  this 
tribe:  I  deemed  his  plea,  however,  a  reasonable  one,  and  loaned 
him  personally  one  hundred  dollars. 

I  detained  him  with  some  historical  questions.  He  says  he  is 
sixty-four  years  of  age,  that  he  was  born  in  StQckbridge,  on  the 
head  of  the  Housatonic  River,  in  Massachusetts.  From  this  town 
they  take  their  present  name.  They  are,  however,  the  descendants 
of  the  ancient  Mohegans,  who  lived  on  the  sea  coast  and  in  the 
Hudson  Valley*  They  were  instructed  by  the  Rev.  Jonathan 
Edwards,  the  eminent  theologian,  who  was  afterwards  president  of 
Princeton  College.  Their  first  migration  was  into  N^w  Stockbridge, 
in  Oneida  County,  New  York,  where  the  Oneida  tribe  assigned 
them  lands.     This  was  about  the  era  of  the  American  Revolution, 
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They  next  went,  about  1822,  to  Fox  River  of  Green  Bay,  where 
they  now  reside.  .  Their  oldest  chief,  at  that  pointy  is  Metoxon, 
who  is  now  sixty-nine. 

He  says  his  remote  ancestry  were  from  Long  Island  (Metoacs), 
and  thai  Montauk  means  great  sea  island.'  (This  does  not  appear 
probable  philologically.)  He  says  the  opposite  coast,  across  the 
East  River,  was  called  Monhaut07iuk.  He  afterwards,  the  next 
dayy  said  that  Long  Island  was  called  Paumrnuk'kah'kuk. 

March  l9t.  To  a  friend  abroad  I  wrote:  ^^I  have  written  during 
the  winter  an  article  on  Mr.  Gallatin's  recently  published  paper 
dn  the  Indian  languages,  entitled  A  Synopsis  of  the  Indian  Tribes^ 
.which is  published  by  the  American  Antiquarian  Society.  It  was 
with 'great  reluctance  that  I  took  up  the  subject,  and  wheal  did,  I 
hitv^been  so  complete  a  fact  hunter  all  my  life,  that  I  found  it  as 
difficult  to  lay  it  down.  The  result  is  probably  an  article  too  long 
for  ninety^nine  readers  out  of  a  hundred,  and  too  short  for  the  hun- 
dredth man." 

8th.  Mr.  Palfrey  acknowledges  the  safe  arrival  of  my  article 
for  the  North  American  Review. 

The  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions 
decline  $G000  for  the  abandoned  missionary  house  at  Mackinack, 
offered  under  the  view  of  its  being  converted  into  a  dormitory  for 
receiving  Indian  visitors  at  that  point  under  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty  of  1836. 

nth.  Received  a  letter  of  thanks  from  old  Zachariah  Chusco, 
the  converted  Jos-sa-keed,  for  kindness. 

2Sd.  Received  a  commission  from  Gov.  Mason,  appointing  me  a. 
regent  of  the  University  of  Michigan. 

22(2.  The  Historical  Society  of  Michigan  hold  their  annul 
meeting  at  my  office.     In  the  election  for  officers  I  was  honored 
by  being  selected  its  President.      A  deep  interest  in  historici 
letters  had  been  manifested  by  this  institution  since  its  organiza — 
tion  in  1828,  particularly  in  the  history  of  the  aboriginal  tribes,  an(3 
means  have  been  put  on  foot  for  the  collection  of  facts.    To  these  , 
the  recent  and  extraordinary  settlement  of  the  country  by  emigra- 
tion from  the  East,  has  added  a  new  branch  of  inquiry,  respecting 
town,  county,  and  neighborhood  settlements.     Much  of  this  is  held 
in  the  memory  of  old  persons,  and  will  be  lost  if  not  gleaned  up  and 
preserved  in  the  shape  of  narratives.     Resolutions  for  this  purpose 
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were  adopted,  and  an  appeal  made  to  the  legislature  to  Aicilitate 
the  collection  of  pamphlets  and  printed  documents.  Men  live  so 
rapidly  now  that  few  think  of  po9terit j ;  society  hastens  at  a 
horse's  pace^and  we  pass  over  so  large  a  surface  in  so  sliort  a  time>' 
that)  the  historian  and  antiquarian  will  stand  aghast,  in  a  few  years, 
and  exclaim  ^^  would  that  more  miixute  facts  were  within  our 
reach!" 

2Sd.  The  Department  at  Washington  instructs  me  to  examine 
additional  and  unsatisfied  claims  arising  under  the  5th  aj^ticle  of 
the  treaty  of  March  28th,  1836,  and,  after  submitting  them  to  the 
Indians,  to  report  them  for  paytnent. 

2Sth.  Very  difiereilt  are  the  diurnal  scenes  enacted  from  those 
which  passed  before  my  eyes  at  the  ice-closed  post  of  Mackinack 
last  winter*  Yet  in  one  respect  they  are  entitled  to  have  a. similar 
effect  on  my  mind ;  it  is  in  the  craving  that  exists  to  fill  the  inter- 
yals  of  business  with  Bonie  moral  and  intellectual  occupation  that 
may  tend  to  relieve  it  of  the  tedium  of  long  periods  of  leisure. 
When  a  visitor  is  dismissed,  or  a  transaction  is  settled,  and  the 
door.closes  on  a  man  habituated  to  mental  labor,  the  ever-ready 
inquiry  is,  What  next?  To  sit  still — to  do  nothing  absolutely  but 
to  turn  over  the  thoughts  of  other  men,  though  this  be  a  privilege, 
is  not  ultimate  happiness.  There  is  still  a  void,  which  t)ie' desire  to 
be  remembered,  or  something  else,  must  fill.  ^ 

81 8f.  Gen.  Cass  writes  from  Paris  that  he  is  on  the  eve  of  settiiig 
opt,  with  his  family,  for  the  Levant,  to  embark  on  a  tour  to  the 
East,  to  visit  the  ancient  seats  of  oriental  power.  ^'  We  proceed 
directly  to  Toulpn,  where  we  shall  embark  on  board  the  frigate 
Constitution.  From  thence  we  touch  at  Leghorn,  Civita  Yecchia, 
Naples,  and  Sicily,  and  then  proceed  to  Alexandria.  After  see- 
ing' Cairo,  the  Pyramids,  Memphis,  and,  I  hope,  the  Bed  Sea,  we 
shlEtU  proceed  to  Palestine,  look  at  Jerusalem,  see  the  Dead  Sea, 
and  other  interesting  places  of  Holy  Writ,  pass  by  and  touch  at 
Tyre  and  Sidon,  land  at  Beyrout,  and  visit  Damascus  and  Baalbeo, 
and  probably  Palmyra;  touch  at  Smyrna,  proceed  to  Constan- 
tinpple  and  the  Black  Sea,  and  then  to  Greece,  &c..;  after 
that  to  the  islands  of  the  Archipelago,  then  up  the  Adriatic  to 
Venice  and  Trie^ibe,  and  thence  return  to  this  place.  .  So,  you 
see,  here  is  the  pi^ogramme  of  a  pretty  good  expedition,  certainly  a 
veiry  interesting  one." 
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April  6th.  By  letters  received  from  Albany,  a  singular  chapter 
of  the  inscrutable  course  and  awards  of  Providenoe  for  parental 
disobedience  and  youthful  deception  is  revealed.  Alfredas,  who 
departed  from  my  office  in  Detroit  early  in  March  last,  to  receive 
a  warrant  as  a  cadet  at  West  Point,  has  not  appeared  among 
his  friends.  He  was  a  young  man  of  good  mind,  figure,  and 
addressj  and  would  doubtless  have  justified  the  judgment  of  his 
friends  in  giving  him  a  military  education.  Hi»  father  had  been 
one  of  the  patriots  of  1776,  and  served  on  the  memorable  field  of 
Saratoga.  But  the  young  man  was  smitten  with  the  romance  of 
going  to  Texas  and  joining  the  ranks  of  that  country,  striving  for 
a  rank  among  nations.  This  secret  wish  he  carefully  concealed  from 
me,  and,  settiirg  out  with  the  view  of  returning  to  his  fatfaer*s 
roof,  and  solacing  his  age  by  entering  the  military  academy,  he 
secretly  took  the  stage  to  Columbus,  Ohio.  Thence  he  pushed 
his  way  to  New  Orleans  and  Galveston.  The  next  intelligence 
received  of  him,  was  a  careful  measurement  of  his  length,  by 
unknown  hands,  and  the  statement  that;  in  ascending  the  Brazos, 
he  had  taken  the  fever  and  died. 

lO^A.  Issued  notice  to  claimants  for  India;n  debts,  under  the  5th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  I^flarch  28th,  1836 ;  that  additional  claims 
would  be  considered,  and  that  such  claims,  with  the  evidence  in 
support  of  them,  must  be  produced  previous  to  the  first  of  June 
next. 

26th,  Received  notice  of  my  election  as  a  corresponding  mem- 
ber of  the  Hartford  Natural  History  Society,  Connecticut. 

I  have  filled  the  pauses  of  c^cfail  duty,  during  the  season,  by 
preparing  for  the  press  the  oral  legends  which  have  been  gleaned, 
from  the  Indians  since  my  residence  at  Sault  St.  Marie,  in  the 
basin  of  Lake  Superior,  and  at  Michilimackinack,  under  the  name 
of  Algic  Hesearches^  vol.  i. 

10th.  By  the  treaty  of  9th  May,  1836,  with  the  Swan  Creek 
and  Black  River  Chippe was,  the  United  States  agree  to  furnish 
them  thirteen  sections  of  Und  West,  in  lieu  of  the  cessions  relin- 
quished in  Michigan,  besides  accounting  to  them  for  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds of  the  land  ceded.     Measures  were  now  taken  to  induce 
them  to  send  delegates  to  the  Indian  territory  west  of  the  Missouri, 
to  locate  this  tract,  and  an  agent  was  appointed  to  acconipany  thiem. 

16th.  Received  a  copy  of  my  article  on  Indian  languages. 
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nth.  The  Saginaws,  by  the  cession  of  the  14lh  of  January, 
.agreed  to  leave  Michigan,  and  accept  a  location  ^kewhere ;  and  they 
•were  now  urged  to  send  delegates  to  the  head  waters  of  the  Osage 
Biver,  where  they  can,  be  provided  with  fine  lands,  and  placed  in 
juxtaposition  to  cognate  tribes. 
:  29^A..Received  a  letter  from  the  editor  of  the  "Knickerbocker."* 

Mat/  18th.  Received  notice  of  my  flection  as  one  of  the  vice 
presidents  of  the  American  Society  for  the  Difiu^on  of  Useful 
Knowledge^  at  New  York. 

23d.  William  Ward,  Esq.,  of  the  War  Office,  Washington,  D.  C, 

writes :  "I  have  received  two  communications  from  Dr,  Warren,  of 

Boston,  on  the  subject  of  a  collection  of  crania  and  bones  of  the 

'   aborigines.   He  is  desirous  of  procuring  specimens  from  the  difierent 

tribes,  and  from  the  mounds  in  the  different  sections  of  the  country. 

M  Trusting,  in  a  great  measure,  to  your  readiness  to  co-operate 
in  every  effort  to  advance  the  cause  of  science^  I  have  promised 
him  to  use  the  means  my  connection  with  the  office  might  give  me 
to  forward  his  views.  His  high  reputation  must  be  known  to  you, 
and  I  am  sure  you  will  aid  him  to  complete  a  collection  which,  I 
understand,  he  has  been  occupied  many  years  in  making. 

"  I  gather  from  his  letters,  that  he  wishes  to  procure  a  few  com- 
plete skeletons,  and  a  number  of  crania,  and  that  it  will  be  desira- 
ble to  have  as  uaucl^  as  possible  of  the  history  of  each  head." 

JuneAth.  Michilimackinack.  Received  a  copy  of  Bu%h\9 
Qrammar  of  the  Hebrew  Language^  and  comtienc'ed  comparing' 
the  Indian  tongues  with  it.  This  language  has  twenty-two  letters. 
^  In  order  to  impress  the  elements  upon  my  own .  mind,  as  well  as 
improve  theiris,  I  commenced  teaching  my  children  the  language^ 
just  keeping  ahead  of  them,  and  hearing  their  recitations  every  ' 
morning. 

2&th.  Receive  a  letter  of  introduction  from  Governor  Mason, 
by  Mr.  Massingberd,  of  England,  an  intelligent  and  estimable 
traveler  in  America. 

21th.  Dr.  Edward  Spring,  son  of  the  Rev.  Gardiner  Spring,  of 
New  York,  visits  the  island  with  the  view  of  a  temporary  practice. 

July  l9t.  A  copy  of  StuarVB  Hebrew  Qrammar  reached  me 
this  morning.  I  have  a  special  motive  in  middng  myself  ac- 
quainted with  this  ancient,  and,  as  I  find,  simple  tongue.     The 

*  Birchen  Canoe :  Song  of  the  Ship. 
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course  of  my  investigation  of  the  Algonquin  language,  has  shown 
me  the  want  of  the  means  of  enlarged  comparison,  which  I  could 
not  institute  without  it. 

6th.  Major  Whiting  writes:  "I  have  lately  begun  Buckland's 
Treatise  J  and  a  noble  work  it  is;  the  subject  he  treats  just  in  that 
way  which,  will  communicate  the  grei^test  amount  of  information  to 
the  reading  public.  That  part  which  explains  the  bearing  of  the 
Scriptures  on  geology,  will  have  a  most  salutary  effect  on  the 
public  mind.  It  was  all  important  that  such  explanations  should 
be  given*  Many  good  minds  have  been  startled,  and  approached 
geology  with  averted  eyes,  apprehending  that  it  ran  counter  to 
the  great  truths  of  the  Bible.  Viewed  as  the  £dble  generally  has 
been,  geological  facts  are  likely  to  disturb  the  moral  world.  Either 
they  must  be  disbelieved,  or  that  literal  interpretation  of  Genesis, 
so  long  received,  must  be  abandoned.  To  make  this  abandonment, 
without  having  satisfactory  reasons  for  it,  would  have  risked  much, 
that  never  should  be  put  in  jeopardy.  It  had  come  to  this,  geo- 
logy must  be  sealed  up  and  anathematized,  or  it  must  be  reconciled 
with  the  Sacred  Writ.  Buckland  has  undoubtedly  done  the  latter; 
and  he  has  thus  conferred  an  inestimable  blessing  on  mankind." 

12th.  A  remarkable  land  claim,  upon  the  Indians,  who  are  par- 
ties to  the  late  treaty  of  1836,  came  before  me.  This  consisted  of  a 
grant  given  by  the  Chippewas  in  1760,  to  Major  Robert  Rodgers,  of 
anti-revolutionary  fame,  to  a  valuable  part  of  the  upper  region  on 
Lake  Superior.  The  present  heir  is  James  Ghaloner  Alabaster, 
who  says  the  deed,  of  which  a  copy  is  furnished,  has  been  in  the 
possession  of  his  family  in  England  about  sixty  years.  It  appears 
to  have  been  executed  in  due  form  for  a  consideration.  It  is  prior 
to  the  proclamation  of  George  III.  interdicting  grants. 

19th.  A  band  of  Chippewas,  originally  hailing  from  Grand 
Island^  in  Lake  Superior,  but  now  living  on  the  extreme  northern 
head  of  Green  Bay,  visited  the  office.  It  embraced  the  eldest  son 
of  the  late  Oshawn  Epenaysee  (South  Bird),  who  died,  in  the  first 
class  of  chiefs,  at  Grand  Island  last  fall.  His  name  is  Ado-wa- 
wa-e-go  (something  of  an  inanimate  kind  beating  about  in  the 
water  on  shore).  They  requested  that  he  might  be  recognized  as 
their  chief.  On  examination  this  request  was  acceded  to,  and  I 
invested  him  with  a  flag. 

2ith.  The  department  submitted  a  proposition  to  the  Indians, 
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to  take  half  their  annuities  under  the  treat^  of  1836,  at  the  ap- 
proaching payments,  in  goods,  and.  half  in  silver.  If  the  goods 
were  declined,  they  were,  requested  to  receive  the  half  annuity  in 
silver,  with  the  other  annuities  provided  by  the  treaty,  in  kind,  and 
to  wait  for  the  other  mpiety  till  the  next  year. 

I  submitted  the  offer  to  a  full  council  of  the  chiefs  and  warriors 
this  day.  They  debated  it  fully.  A  delegation  visited  the  goods, 
which  were  shown  by  an  agent.  They  decline  receiving  them,  but 
agree  to  receive  the  half  annuity  in  coin,  and  wait,  as  requested, 
for  the  other  half  till  the  next  payment.  This  proposition  was 
called  the  ^^ goods  offer/'  and  was  much  distorted  by  the  public 
press.  I  was  blamed  for  having  carried  the  offer  into  effect,  where- 
as it  was  declined,  and  the  half  annuity  in  silver  accepted,  and 
the  credit  asked  for,  given  for  the  rest. 

2ljtTu  Two  bands  who  had  not  united  in  this  decision,  namely, 
the  bands  of  Point  St.  Ignace  and  Chenos,  came  in,  by  their  chiefs, 
and  yielded  their  assent  to  the  arrangement  of  yesterday.  Thus 
the  consent  became  unanimous  on  the  part  of  the  Indians. 

A  notification,  by  a  special  messenger,  to  the  Grand  River 
Ottawas,  is  dispatched  to  attend  the  payments  at  this  place  on  the 
1st  of  September,  and  to  signify  their  assent  or  dissent  to  the 
proposed  arrangement.  Rix  Robinson  and  Louis  Gampeau,  Esqrs., 
of  that  valley,  and  the  Rev.  Leonard  Slater,  of  Barry,  are  re- 
quested to  give  this  notice  publicity. 

2Qth,  Mrs.  Jameson  embarks  in  an  open  boat  for  Sault  Ste. 
Marie,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Schoolcraft,  after  having  spent  a 
short  time  as  a  most  intelligent  and  agreeable  inmate  under  our 
roof.  This  lady,  respecting  whom  I  had  received  letters  from  my 
brother-in4aw  Mr.  McMurray,  a  clergyman  of  Canada  West^, 
evinced  a  most  familiar  knowledge  of  artistic  life  and  society  in 
England  and  Germany.  Her  acquaintance  with  Goethe,  and  other 
distinguished  writers,  gave  a  life  and  piquancy  to  her  conversation, 
aind  anecdotes,  which  made  us  cherish  her  society  the  more.  She 
is,  herself,  an  eminent  landscape  painter^  or  rather  sketcher  in 
crayon,  and  had  her  portfolio,  ever  in  hand.  She  did  not  hesitate 
freely  to  walk  out  to  prominent  points,  of  which  the  island  lias 
many,  to  complete  her  sketches.  This  freedom  from  restraint  in 
her  motions,  was  an  agreeable  trait  in  a  person  of  her  literary  tastes 
and  abilities.  She  took  a  very  lively  interest  in  the  Indian  race, 
86 
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and  their  manners  and  customs,  donbtless  with  views  of  benevo- 
lence for  them  as  a  peculiar  race  of  man,  but  also  as  a  fine 
subject  of  artistic  observation.  Notwithstanding  her  strong  author- 
like traits  and  peculiarities,  we  thought  her  a  woman  of  hearty 
and  warm  affections  and  attachments;  the  want  of  which,  in  her 
friends,  we  think  she  would  exquisitely  feel. 

Mrs.  Jameson  several  times  came  into  the  office  and  heard  the 
Indians  speaking.  She  also  stopped  out  on  the  piazza  and  saw 
the  wild  Indians  dancing ;  she  evidently  looked  on  with  the  eye  of 
a  Claude  Lorraine  or  Michael  Angelo. 

27th.  The  term  egOj  added  to  an  active  Indian  verb,  renders  it 
passive.  I  have  given  an  example  of  this  before  in  the  case  of 
a  man's  name.  Here  is  another:  The  verb  ^o  (*arny  is  Be-moan 
in  the  Algonquin.  By  the  pronominal  prefix  iV^tm,  we  have  the 
sense  I  carry.  By  adding  to  the  latter  the  suffix  effo^  the  action 
is  reflected  and  the  sense  is  rendered  passive. 

29th.  A  treaty  is  concluded  this  day  at  Fort  Snelling,  St. 
Peter's,  between  Governor  H.  Dodge  and  the  Chippewa  Indians, 
by  which  they  cede  a  large  and  important  tract  to  the  United 
States. 

Aug.  Ist.  A  discovery  of  a  tooth  of  the  Mastodon  has  lately 
been  made  in  the  bed  of  the  Papaw  River,,  in  Berrian  County, 
Michigan.  It  is  about  six  inches  long  and  three  broad.  The 
enamel  is  nearly  perfect,  and  that  part  of  the  tooth  which  was 
covered  by  it  nearly  whole,  while  the  portion  which  must  have 
been  inserted  in  the  socket  is  mostly  broken  off.  The  dilnnan  soil 
of  the  Michigan  Peninsula  is  thus  added  to  the  wide  area  of  the 
m^Btodonic  period. 

2d.  Capt.  Marryatt  came  up  in  the  steamer  of  last  night.  A 
friend  writes :  "  He  is  one  of  Smollett's  sea  captains — ^mueh  more  of 
tho  Trunnion  than  One  would  have  expected  to  find  in  a  literary  man. 
Stick  Mackinack  into  him,  with  all  its  roci-oiities.  He  is  not  much 
disposed  to  the  admirari  without  the  nil — affects  little  enthusiasm 
about  anything,  and  perhaps  feels  as  little."  He  turned  out  here  a 
perfect  sea  urchin,  ugly,  rough,  ill-mannered,  and  conceited  beyond 
all  bounds.  Solomon  says,  "  answer  not  a  fool  according  to  his 
folly,"  so  I  paid  him  all  attention,  drove  him  over  the  island  in 
my  carriage,  and  rigged  him  out  with  my  canoe-eUge  to  go  to  St. 
Mary's. 
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3J.  George  Tucker,  Professor  in  the  University  of  Virginia, 
came  up  in  the  last  steamer.  I  hasted,  while  it  stayed,  to  drive 
him  out  and  show  off  the  curiosities  of  the  island  to  the  best 
advantage. 

5th.  Mrs.  Schoolcraft  writes  from  the  Satdtj  that  Mrs.  Jameson 
and  the  children  suffered  much  on  the  trip  to  that  place  from  mos- 
quitoes, but  by  dint  of  a  douceur  of  five  dollars  extra  to  the  men, 
which  Mrs.  Jameson  made  to  the  crew,  they  rowed  all  night,  from 
Sailor*s  encampment,  and  reached  the  Sault  at  C  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  "I  feel  delighted,"  sho  says,  "at  my  having  come  with 
Mrs.  Jameson,  as  I  found  that  she  did  not  know  how  to  get  along 
at  all  at  all.  Mr.  McMurray  and  family  and  Mrs.  Jameson  started 
off  on  Tuesday  morning  for  Manitouline  with  a  fair  wind  and  fair 
day,  and  I  think  they  have  had  a  fine  voyage  down.  Poor  Mrs- 
Jameson  cried  heartily  when  she  parted  with  me  and  my  children ; 
she  is  indeed  a  woman  in  a  thousand.  While  here,  George  came 
down  the  rapids  with  her  in  fine  stylo  and  spirits.  She  insisted  on 
being  baptized  and  named  in  Indian,  after  her  sail  down  the  falls. 
We  named  her  Was-sa-je-wun-e-qua  (Woman  of  the  Bright  Stream), 
with  which  she  was  mightily  pleased.'* 

9th.  Delegates  from  the  Saginaws,  from  the  Swan  Greek  and 
Black  Chippewas  of  Lower  Michigan,  stop,  on  their  way,  to  ex- 
plore a  new  location  west,  in  charge  of  a  special  exploring  agent. 

Mr.  Ord,  recently  appointed  a  sub-agent  in  this  superintendency, 
reaches  the  island.  He  is  the  second  person  I  have  known  who 
has  made  the  names  of  his  children  an  object  of  singularity.  Mr. 
Stickney,  who  figured  prominently  in  the  Toledo  War,  called  his 
male  children  One,  Two,  &c.  Mr.  Ord  has  not  evidently  differed 
in  this. respect  from  general  custom,  for  the  same  reason,  namely, 
an  objection  to  Ohrutian  prejudice  for  John  and  James,  or  Aaron 
and  Moses.  Ue  has  simply  given  them  Latin  nominatives,  from  the 
mere  love  he  has  apparently  for  that  tongue.  I  believe  he  was 
formerly  a  Georgetown  professor. 

Capt.  Marryatt  embarked  on  board  the  steamer  Michigan,  on 
his  return  from  the  island,  after  having  spent  several  days  in  a 
social  visit,  including  a  trip  to  the  Sault,  in -company  with  Mr. 
Lay,  of  Batavia.  While  here,  I  saw  a  good  deal  of  the  novelist. 
His  manners  and  style  of  conversation  appeared  to  be  those  of  a 
sailor,  and  such  as  we  should  look  for  in  his  own  Peter  Simple. 
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He  says  that  most  of  them  hare  been  known  as  ^^  Christian  Indians." 
That  the  number  recogTiize#%y  this  title  on  the  Thames  is  282,  of 
whom  50  have  been  excommunicated.  Of  these  Christian  Indians, 
84  have  been  left  on  the  Thames,  in  charge  of  the  Rev.  Abraham 
Lukenbach. 

Mr.  Vogel  has  in  his  company  202  persons,  but  says  that  others, 
rendering  their  number  260  souls  inclusive,  afe  on  their  way  by 
land.  Thirteen  of  this  party,  with  White  Eyes,  son  of  White 
Eyes  of  frontier  war  celebrity,  came  on  the  9th  instant,  and  have 
been  lodged  in  the  public  dormitory.  They  are  on  their  way,  in 
the  first  place,  to  the  Stockbridges,  at  Green  Bay,  and,  finally, 
to  their  kindred,- the  Dela wares,  on  the  Kanzas. 

ISth.  Early  one  morning  I  was  agreeably  surprised  by  the  ar- 
rival of  Mrs.  Jameson,  whom  I  had  previously  expected  to  spend 
some  time  with  me,  and  found  her  a  most  agreeable,  refined  and 
intelligent  guest,  with  none  of  the  supercilious  and  conceited  airs, 
which  I  had  noticed  in  some  of  het  traveling  countrywomen  of  the 
class  of  authors. 

15th.  Mukonsiwyan,  a  Chippewa  chief  of  the  first  class,  calls, 
on  his  way  back  from  a  visit  to  the  British  annual  meeting  of  the 
Indians,  to  get  their  subsidies  at  the  Manitouline  Islands.  H^ 
was  evidently  piqued  in  not  having  received  as  much  as  he  ex- 
pected. He  attempted  to  throw  dust  in  the  agent's  eyes  by  the 
following  speech : — 

"  My  father,  I  wish  to  warm  myself  by  your  fire.     I  have  tried 
to  warm  myself  by  the  British  fire,  but  I  could  not,  although  I  sat 
close  by.     They  put  on  green  poplar^  which  would  throw  out  no  . 
heat.     This  is  the  place  where  hard  wood  grows, '''and  I  expect  to 
be  warmed  by  its  heat." 

It  was  said  that  an  inferior  quality  of  blankets  had  been  issued 
at  Manitouline.  This  was  the  green  poplar.  No  guns  and  no 
kettles  were  given.  This  is  the  coldness  and  want  of  heat,  al- 
though sitting  close  by  the  fire.  On  the  contrary,  large  and 
extraordinary  presents,  and  of  the  best  quality,  were  issued  here 
last  season  at  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  1886.  This  is  the 
hard  wood  a,nd  good  heat  thrown  out  to  all.  The  figure. derived, 
appositeness  from  the  prevalence  of  such  species  on  the  island. 

*  The  island  of  Mackinack  was  formerly  covered  with  a  forest  of  rockr. 
pie,  ironwood,  S^c,  and  much  of  it  is  stiU  eharacterixed  by  these  species. 
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CHAPTER  LX. 

Notions  of  foreigners  about  America — ^Mra.  Jameson — Appraisementa  of  In- 
dian property— Le  Jcuhe's  early  publication  on  the  Irot}uoi« — ^Troops  for 
Florida — A  question  of  Indian  genealogy — ^Annuity  paymients— Indians 
present  a  claim  of  salvage — ^Death  of  the  Prophet  Chusco— Indian  suffer- 
ings— Qen.  Dodge's  treaty— Additional  debt  claims— Gazetteer  of  Michigan 
— Stone's  Life  of  Brant—University  of  Michigan — Christian  Keepsake — 
Indian  etymology — Small-pox  breaks  out  on  the  Missouri — Missionary 
operation  in  the  north-west — ^Treaty  of  Flint  River  with  the  Saginaws. 

1837-  Aug.  16th.  A  Mr.  Nathan,  an  English  travejer,  of  qniet 
and  pleading  manners,  was  intrdduced.  He  Lad  been  to  St.  Mary's 
Falls,  and  to  the  magnificent  entrance  into  Lake  Superior,  of  whose 
fine  scenery  he  spoke  in  terms  of  admiration.  It  seems  to  me 
that  Englishmen  and  Englishwomen,  for  I  have  had  a  good  many 
of  both  sexes  to  visit  me  recently,  look  on  America  very  much  as 
one  does  when  he  peeps- through  a  magnifying  glass  on  pictures  of 
foreign  scenes,  and  the  picturesque  ruins  of  old  cities,  and  the  like. 
They  arfe  really  very  fine,  but  it  is  difficult  to  realize  that  such 
things  are.     It  is  all  an  optical  deception. 

It  was  clearly  so  with  Marryatt,  a  very  superfijcial  observer ;  Miss 
Martineau,  who  was  in  search  of  something  ultra  and  elementary, 
and  even  Mrs.  Jameson,  who  had  the  most  accurate  and  artistic  eye 
of  all,  but  who,  with  the  exception  of  some  bits  of  womanly  heart, 
appeared  to  regard  our  vast  woods,  and  wilds,  and  lakes,  as  a  mag- 
nificent panorama,  a  painting  in  oil.  It  does  no^  apjpear  to  occur 
to  them,  that  here  are  the  very  descendants  of  that  old  Saxa-Grothic 
face  who  sacked  Rome,  who  banished  the  Stuarts  from  the  English 
throne,  and  who  have  ever,  in  all  positions,  used  all  their  might  to 
battle  tyranny  and  oppression,  who  hate  taxations*  as  they  hate 
'snakes,  and  whose  day  and  night  dreams  have  ever  Been  of  liberty, 
that  dear  cry  of  Freiheit,  whichever  war  made  "Grermania**  ring. 
It  has  appeared  to  me  to  be  very  much  the  same  with  the  Austrian 
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and  Italian  functionaries  who  have  wandered  as  far  as  Miohili- 
mackinack  within  a  few  jMp,  bat  who  are  yet  more  slow  to  appre- 
preciate  our  institutions  than  the  English.  The  whole  problem  of 
our  system,  one  would  judge,  seems  to  them  like  ^'  apples  of  ashes/' . 
instead  of  the  golden  fruits  of  Hesperides.  They  alike  mistake  real- 
ities for  fancies ;  real  states  of  flesh  and  blood,  bone  and  muscle,  for 
cosmoramic  pictures  on  a  wall.  They  do  not  appear  to  dream  how 
fast  our  millions  reduplicate,  what  triumphs  the  plough,  and  th'e, 
engine,  and  loom,  are  making,  how  the  principles  of  a  well  guarded 
representative  system  are  spreading  over  the  world,  ahd  what  in- 
domitable moral,  and  sound  inductive  principles  lie  at  the  bottom 
of  the  whole  fabric. 

Troops  arrived  from  St.  Mary's  this  day,  to  garrison  the  Fort, 
to  keep  order  during  the  annuity  payments.  The  chiefs  from  St. 
Mary's  send  over  a  boat  for  their  share  of  the  treaty,  tobacco,  salt, 
rice,  &c. 

18th.  Mr.  Conner  J. the  sub-agent,  writes  that  the  Saginaws  are 
afflicted  by  want  and  threatened  by  starvation  ;  and,  to  render  their 
condition  extreme,  the  smallrpox  has  broken  out  amongst  them. 
Ordered  relief  to  be  given  in  the  cages  specified. 

20th.  Mrs.  Jameson  writes  to  Mrs.  Schoolcraft,  from  Toronto: 
"  If  I  were  to  begin  by  expressing  all  the  pain  it  gave  me  to  part 
from  you,  I  should  not  know  when  or  where  to  end.  I  do  some- 
times thank  God,  that  in  many  different  countries  I  possess  friends 
worthy  that  name ;  kind  hearts  that  feel  with  and /or  me ;  hearts 
upon  which  my  own  could  be  satisfied  to  rest ;  but  then  that  part- 
ing, that  forced,  and  often  hopeless  separation  which  too  often  fol- 
lows such  a  meeting,  makes  me  repine.  I  will  not  say,  pettishly, 
that  I  could  wish  never  to  have  known  or  seen  a  treasure  I  cannot 
possess :  no !  how  can  I  think  of.  you  and  feel  regret  that  I  have 
known  you  ? .  As  long  as  I  live,  the  impression  of  your  kindness, 
and  of  your  character  altogether,  remains  with  me ;  your  image 
will  often  come  back  to  me,  and  I  dare  to  hope  that  you  will  not 
forget  me  quite.  I  am  not  so  unreasonable  as  to  ask  you  to  write 
to  me  ;  I  know  too  well  how  entirely  your  time  is  occupied  to  pre- 
sume to  claim  even  a  few  moments  of  it,  and  it  is  a  pity,  for  *  we 
do  not  live  by  bread  alone,*  and  every  faculty  and  affection  im- 
planted in  us  by  the  good  God  of  nature,  craves  the  food  which  he 
has  prepared  for  it,  even  in  this  world ;  so  that  I  do  wish  you  had 


568  PERSONAL  MEMOIRS. 

a  little  leisure  from  eating  and  drinking,  cares  and  household  mat- 
ters, to  bestow  on  less  important  tfainjl^  on  me  for  instance  !  poor 
little  me,  at  the  other  side  of  the  world. 

'^  Mrs.  McMurray  has  told  you  the  incidents  of  our  rojage  to 
the  Manitouline  Island,  from  thence  to  Toronto ;  it  was  all  delight- 
ful; the  most  extraordinary  scenery  I  ever  beheld,  the  wildest! 
I  recall  it  as  a  dream.  I  arrived  at  my  own  house  at  tluree  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  tired,  and  much  eaten  by  those  abomi- 
nable mosquitoes,  but  otherwise  better  in  health  than  I  have  been 
for  many  months.  Still  I  have  but  imperfectly  achieved  the  object 
of  my  journey ;  and  I  feel  that,  though  I  seized  on  my  return 
every  opportunity  of  seeing  and  visiting  the  Indian  lodges,  I  know 
but  too  little  of  them,  of  the  women  particularly.  If  only  I  had  been 
able  to  talk  a  litfle  more  to  my  dear  Neengay!  how  often  I  think 
of  her  with  regrtt,  and  of  you  all !  But  it  is  in  vain  to  repine.  I 
must  be  thankful  for  what  I  have  gained,  what  I  have  seen  and 
done !  I  have  written  to  Mrs.  McMurray,  and  troubled  her  with 
several  questions  relative  to  the  women.  I  remark  generally,  that 
the  propinquity  of  the  white  man  is  destruction  to  the  red  man ; 
and  the  farther  the  Indians  are  removed  from  us,  the  better  for 
them.  In  their  own  woods,  they  are  a  noble  race;  brought  near  to 
us,  a  degraded  and  stupid  race.  We  are  destroying  them  off  the 
face  of  the  earth.  .May  God  forgive  us  our  tyranny,  our  avarice, 
our  ignorance,  for  it  is  very  terrible  to  think  of!" 

21^.  Judge  McDonnel,  of  Detroit,  reached  the  island  with 
Captain  Clark  of  St.  Clair,  these  gentlemen  having  been  engaged 
since  spring,  in  a  careful  and  elaborajie  appraisement  of  the  Indian 
improvemetits,  under  the  8th  article  of  the  treaty  of  28th  March, 
1886.  They  commenced  their  labor  in  the  Grand  River  Valley, 
and  continued  it  along  the  entire  eastern  coast  of  Lake  Michigan, 
to  Michilimackinack,  not  omitting  anything  which  could,  by  the ' 
most  liberal  construction,  be  considered  '^as  giving  value  to  the 
lands  ceded."  Not  an  apple  tree,  not  a  house,  or  log  wigwam, 
and  not  an  acre,  once  in  cultivation,  though  now  waste,  was 
omitted. 

They  report  the  whole  number  of  villages  in  this  district  at 
twenty-two,  the  whole  number  of  improvements  at  485,  and  the 
gross  population  at  3,257  souls.  This  population  live  in.  log  and 
bark  dwellings  of  every  grade,  cultivate  2477  acres  of  land,  on 
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which  there  are  8,212  apple  trees ;  bedides  old  fields,  the  aggregate 
Talue  of  which  is  pat  at  974,998.  Thej  add  that  these  appraise* 
ments  have  been  deemed  everywhere  fall j  satisfactory  to  the  In- 
dians. 

28(2.  A  poor  decrepit  Indian  woman,  who  ytbs  abandoned  on  thd 
beach  by  her  relatives  some  ten  days  ago,  applied  for  relief.  It 
is  found  that  dhe  has  been  indebted  for  food  in  the  interim  to  the 
benevolence  of  Mrs.  Lafromboise. 

23i.  "I  take  the  liberty,"  says  A.  W.  Buel,  Esq.,  of  Detroit, 
^'of  addressing  you  concerning  the  little  book  in  my  possession, . 
touching  the  early  history  of  New  France  and  the  Iroquois.  You 
may  recollect,  perhaps,  that  on  one  occasion  last  winter  or  spring, 
when  you  were  in  this  city,  I  had  some  conversation  with  you  con- 
cerning it.  It  is  written  in  French,  of  old  orthography,  and  was 
published  at  Paris,  A.  D.  1658L  It  purports  to  have  been  written 
by  a  Jesuit,  Paul  Le  Jeune ;  I  am  however,  inclined  to  think  that 
it  was  not  all  written  by  him,  inasmuch  as  the  orthography  o^  the 
same  Indian  words  varies  in  different  parts  of  the  book.  It  is 
rather  a  small  duodecimo  volume  and  contains  about  210  pages,  of 
rather  cparse  print.  To  give  you  a  better  idea  of  the  contents,  I 
will  mention  the  titles  of  the  several  chapters."    These  are  omitted. 

"  A  few  others  are  appended.  The  early  history  of  the  Iro- 
quois, and  of  our  own  country,  even  after  its  settlement  by  Euro- 
peans, you  are  well  awaro,  is  buried  in  great  obscurity.  Even 
Charlevoix's  Eittoire  de  Nouvelle  France^  I  believe,  has  never  ■ 
been  translated  into  English.  I  have  never  seen  it,  if  it  has  been. 
That  work  I  suppose  to  be  at  present  the  starting  point  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Iroquois  and  New  France,  as  regards  minuteness  of 
detail. 

^^This  little  book  (Le  Jeune)  was  published  a  considerable  time 
previous.  It  appears  by  it  that  the  Jesuits  had,  for  several  years 
previously,  sent  some  letters;  but  I  am  confident  that  this  is  the 
first  book  ever  published  touching  directly  and  minutely  the  history'^ 
of  the  Iroquois.  Caleb  Atwater,  in  his  book  on  western  antiqui- 
ties, speaks  of  a  little  work  published  in  Latin  at  Paris,  I  think,  in 
1664,  as  the  first  touching  the  history  of  New  France  and  the 
Iroquois.  I  could  not  at  first  decide  whether  it  be  of  much  value. 
I  thought  it  to  bo  such  a  book  as  would  immediately  find  its  way 
to  the  missionaries,  and  so  small  as  to  be  easily  overlooked.    I  b«g 
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This  business  of  counting  and  division  took  three  days,  during 
which  time  the  proportionate  share  of  $21,000,  in  half  dollars,  iraa 
paid.  The  annuities  in  provisions,  tobacco,  &c.,  were  delivered  in 
bulk  to  the  chiefs  of  villages,  to  be  divided  by  them. 

Mr.  John  J.  Blois,  of  Detroit,  proposes  to  publish  a  gazetteer  of 
Michigan,  and  writes  requesting  statistical  information,  &a:,  of  the 
upper  country,  an  Indian  nomenclature,  &c. 

Mr.  Palfrey  writes  proposing  to  me  to  review  Stone's  Life  of 
Branty  and  Mr.  Dearborn,  the  publisher  at  New  York,  sends  me 
the  proofs. 

15M.  The  payments  are  finished,  and  the  Indians  begin  to  dis- 
perse. I  invested  Kabay  Noden  with  his  father's  medal,  and  his 
uncle,  Muckadaywuckwut,  with  a  flag ;  recommending  at  the  saipe 
time  the  division  of  the  St.  Mary's  Ghippewas  into  three  bands, 
agreeably  to  fixed  geographical  boundaries. 

Having  finished  the  business  of  the  payments,  the  disbursing 
agent  embarks  on  board  of  the  steamer  Michigan,  and  the  island, 
which  has  been  thronged  for  three  weeks  with  Indians,  Indian 
traders,  and  visitors,  began  immediately  to  empty  itself  of  popula- 
tion. '  During  this  assemblage,  to  pay  the  Ottawas  and  Chippewas 
their  annuity,  great  care  and  exactitude  have  been  observed  by  the 
concurrenfly  acting  officers  of  the  army  and  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, to  carry  out  strictly,  the  agreements  made  with  them  in  the 
spring,  by  which  the  payment  of  half  their  annuity  in  silver,  due 
for  1837,  was  postponed  till  1838.  Yet  it  was  reported  in  a  few 
days,  and  reiterated  by  the  press,  that  the  Indians  had  been  de- 
frauded out  of  half  their  annuities,  and  that  goods,  and  those  of  a 
bad  quality,  had  been  given  them  for  silver.  And  my  name  was 
coupled  with  the  transaction,  although  the  Indians  of  all  nations 
who  were  under  my  charge,  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  had,  from 
first  to  last,  been  treated  with  the  kindness  and  justice  of  a  father. 
The  Government  at  Washington  came  in  for  no  little  abuse.  Mrs. 
Jameson  wrote  from  Toronto,  asking  "  whether  it  was  true  that  # 
Miami  chief  had  offered  $70,000  to  enable  the  Indian  Department 
to  pay  their  debt  to  the  Indians  in  specie."  # 

23(7.  The  Indians  Akukojeesh  and  Akawkoway  brought  a  ease . 
of  salvage  for  my  action.     They  had  found  a  new  carriage  body^ 
and  harness ;  a  box  of  7  by  9  glass,  and  18  chairs,  floating  on  the 
lake  (Huron),  N.  E.  of  th6  island.     They  supposed  the  articka 
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3d.  Received  an  application  for  relief  from  the  Black  Biver 
Chippewas,  near  Fort  Gratiot.  It  is  astonishing  how  completely  . 
the  resources  of  the  Indians  have  failed  with  the  game,  on  which 
they  formerly  relied.  When  a  calamity  arrives,  such  aq  a  white 
settlement  would  surmount  without  an  effort,  they  at.  once  become 
objects  of  public  charity.  Kittemagizzi  is  their  immediate  cry. 
This  is  now  raised  by  the  Black,  River  band,  under  the  influence  of 
small-pox. 

14tth.  Received  a  copy  of  the  treaty  of  the  29th  of  July  last 
with  the  Chippewas.  This  tribe,  like  all  the  other  leading  tribes 
of  the  race,  is  destined  to  fritter  away  their  large  domain  for 
temporary  and  local  ends,  without  making  any  general  and  per- 
manent provision  for  their  prosperity.  The  system  of  temporary 
annuities  will,  at  last,  leave  them  without  a  home.  When  the 
buffalo,  and  the  deer,  and  the  beaver,  are  extinct,  the  Indian  must 
work  or  die.  In  a  higher  view,  there  is  no  blessing  which  is  not 
prcMiounced  in  connection  with  labor  and  faith.  These  the  nation 
falter  at. 

18th.  Finished  my  report  on  the  additional  debt  claim,  under 
the  treaty  of  1836,  agreeably  to  the  instructions  of  the  Commis- 
sion of  Indian  Affairs^  of  the  23d  March  last,  and  to  the  published 
notice  of  April  10th.  These  claims  on  the  debt  fund  of  the  treaty 
have  received  the  best  consideration  of  the  agent  and  the  Indian 
chiefs,  with  the  aid  of  a  secretary  authorized  at  Washington,  and 
the  result  is  forwarded  with  confidence  to  head-quarters. 

19th,  My  arduous  duties  during  the  summer  had  thrown  some 
of  my  private  correspondence  in  the  rear.  It  may  now  be  proper 
to  notice  some  of  it.  A  letter  (Aug.  20th)  from  St.  Mary's  says : 
*'  The  schooner  John  Jacob  Astor  arrived  on  the  18th  instant  from 
the  head  of  Lake  Superior,  and  the  captain  brings  us  information 
of  Mr.  Warren's  arrival  at  La  Pointe.  He  attended  the  treaty  at 
St.  Peter's,  concluded  by  Gov.  Dodge.  The  Indians  are  to  receive 
$700,000  in  annuities  for  twenty  years,  $100,000  to  the  half- 
breedsy  and  $70,000  for  Indian  creditors." 

^*  Captain  Stanard  brought  down  a  specimen  of  native  .copper, 
similar  to  the  piece  of  forty-nine  pounds  weight  in  your  cabinet.  It 
was  at  De  Tlsle,  fifteen  leagues  on  the  north  shore  from  Fond  da 
Lac." 

Mr.  John  T.  Blois,  of  Detroit  (Sept.  20th),  informs  me  that  he 
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is  preparing  a  Gazetteer  of  Miohigan.  ^^  Of  the  topics/'  he  re- 
marks, **  I  had  proposed  to  submit  to  yonr  consideration,  one  was 
the  etymology  of  the  Indian  nomenclature,  to  the  extent  it  has 
been  adopted  in  the  application  of  proper  names  to  our  lakes, 
rivers,  and  other  inanimate  objects.  In  the  preparation  of  my 
work,  this  subject  has  frequently  presented  itself  to  my  mind  as 
one  of  interesting  importance,  and  whose  development  is  more 
auspicious,  at  the  present  time,  than  it  may  be  at  a  future  day. 
I  had 'a  particular  desire  to  rescue  the  Indian  names  from  that  ob- 
livion to  which  the  negligence  of  the  early  settlers  of  other  States 
has  permitted  them  to  descend,  by  the  substitution,  for  no  reason- 
able  cause,  of  insignificant  English  or  French  names,  without  re- 
gard to  either  good  taste  or  propriety. 

/^  I  wish,  among  other  things,  to  ask  of  you  the  favor  to  inform 
me  of  the  origin  and  signification  of  the  name  of  our  adopted 
State,  Michigan." 

A  correspondent  at  Detroit  (J.  L.  S.)  writes  (21st  Sept.) :  ^^  Bills 
have  been  introduced  into  both  Houses  to  carry  out  the  President's 
sub-treasury  system,  and  'tis  said  Calhoun  will  support  the  mea- 
sure. These  bills,  which  were  introduced  by  Wright  and  Cambre- 
leng,  propose  that  treasury  notes  shall  be  issued  not  to  exceed 
$12,000,000." 

Mr.  Palfrey  (25th  Sept.)  suggests  my  reviewing  Col.  Stone's 
'^  Life  of  Joseph  Brant,"  and  the  publishers  (Geo.  Dearborn  and 
Co.)  transmit  me  the  proof  sheets  on  sized  paper.  I  sat  down 
with  enthusiasm  to  read  them  (as  far  as  sent)  preparatory 
to  a  decision.  Many  things  are  desirable,  and  most  worthy  of 
commendation.  But  there  were  some  errors  of  fact  and  opinions, 
which  I  could  not  pass  over  irithout  bringing  forward  facts  which 
I  felt  no  capacity  to  manage,  without  giving  offence  to  one  whom 
I  had  every  reason  to  regard  as  a  friend.  Brant  had  been  the 
scourge  of  my  native  State  during  all  the  long  and  bloody  wat 
of  the  Revolution ;  and  his  enormities  had  the  less  excuse  to  be 
plastered  over  on  account  of  his  having  received  a  Christian  edu- 
cation,-and  speaking  and  writing  his  own  language.  He  was  doubt- 
less a  man  much  above  his  red  brethren  generally,  for  mental  con- 
ception and  boldness.  It  is  true,  I  had  heard  all  the  terrific  details 
of  his  cruelties  from  the  lips  of  my  father,  who  was  an  actor  in 
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the  scenes  described,  at  an  age  i^hen  impressions  sink  deep.  But . 
I  had  outlived  my  youthful  impressions,  and  felt  disposed  to  re- 
gard him  as  one  of  the  most  celebrated  individuals  of  his  ra,ce, 
which  race  I  had  learned  to  regard  as  one  of  the  peculiar  types  of 
mankind.  But  I  thought  it  injudicious  to  lay  the  story  of  the 
Revolution  on  his  shoulders — with  the  real  causes  of  which  his 
life  had  about  as  much  to  do  as  the  fly  on  the  wagon-wheel,  in 
turning  it.     I  therefore  on  broad  grounds  declined  it. 

T)|e  establishment  of  the  University  of  Michigan  and  its 
branches  over  the  State,  now  excited  considerable  attention,  and 
I  began  to  receive  letters  from  various  quarters  on  the  subject. 
'^  At  a  meeting  of  the  people  of  this  county  (Kalamazoo),''  says  A. 
Edwards,  Esq.,  ^^  very  advantageous  offers  were  made  to  the  Board, 
in  case  it  was  by  them  deemed  proper  to  establish  here  one  of  the 
two  branches  contemplated  withih  the  senatorial  district." 

Mr.  Daniel  B.  Woods,  Dorchester,  MSass.,  writes  me  respecting 
an  article  for  the  ^'  Christian  Keepsake,*'  which  has  passed  to  the 
hands  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clark,  of  Philadelphia. 

25th,  Letters  were  received  to-day  from  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Presbyterian,  and  from  the  Methodist  Boards  of  Missions  at  New 
York,  proposing  the  establishment  of  missions  for  the  Ottawas  and 
Chippewa?,  under  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1836.  I  ad- 
Tiscd  Mr.  Lowry,  the  organ  of  the  former,  and  also  the  Methodist 
Society,  to  select  positions  south  of  this  island  in  Lake  Michigan. 

27th.  The  first  snow  falls  for  the  season. . 

SOth,  The  chiefs  of  the  Ottawas  at  L'Arbre  Croche  request 
that  I  would  procure  and  send  them  vaccine  matter,  having  heard 
that  the  small-pox  existed  at  Grand  River,  and  at  Maskigo. 

An  Ottawa  Indian,  called  Mis-kweiu-wauk  (Red  Cedar)  brought 
a  counterfeit  half  dollar,  sayiAg  that  he  had  received  it  at  the  pay- 
ments, from  Major  Garland.  It  seemed  to  me  that  si^ch  was  not 
the  fact,  but  that  he  had  been  sent  by  some  sancy  fellow.  But  I 
thought  prudent  to  give  him  a  good  half  dollar  in  its  place. 

Nov.  ith.  Information  was  received,  that  a  strong  party  of  Bois- 
brules  and  Indians,  who  went  west  from  Red  River  early  in  the  fall, 
to  hunt  the  buffalo  agreeably  to  their  custom,  were  met  and  attacked 
by  the  Gros  Venters  and  Sioux  of  the  plains,  and  one  hundred  of 
their  number  killed  in  the  affray. 
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IQf  A.  Completed.  arraDgements  to  leave  the  office  daring  the 
winter  in  charge  of  Mr.  F.  W.  Shearman. 

Xlth.  Embarked  at  Mackinack  on  board  the  steamer  ^'  Madison,'' 
for  the  lower  country. 

ISth,  Arrived  at  Detroit^  and  resnmed  the  duties  of  the  snper- 
intendencj  at  that  point.  Charles  Rodd  reports  that  three  hnn- 
.dred  Saginaws  have  taken  shelter  on  the  St.  Clair,  from  the  ravages 
of  the  small-pox,  that  they  will  pass  the  winter  in  the  vicinity  of 
Point  au  Barques ;  and  that,  consequently,  they  will  not  i^ttend 
the  payments  at  Saginaw  this  fall. 

nth.  Asked  H.  Conner,  Esq.,  the  signification  of  ^^  Mongna- 
gon.''  He  replied,  the  true  name  is  Mo-gwau-go  [nongj,  and  was 
a  man's  name,  signifying  dirty  backsides.  It  was  the  name. of  a 
Wyandot  who  died  there.  Moj  in  the  Algonquin,  means  excre- 
ment; gwau  is  a  personal  term^  o,  the  accusative;  and  nong^  place. 
I  observe  that,  in  the  Heferew,  the  same  word  Moj  denotes  semen. 
The  mode  of  combination,  too,  is  not  diverse ;  thus,  nuhiib,  in  He- 
brew, is  a  substantive  of  two  roots,  mOj  semen,  and  a(,  father. 

Paukad  [iP^],  Hebrew,  means  to  strike  upon  or  against  any 
person  or  thing.     Pukatai  Chip,  is  to  strike  anything  animate  or 
inanimate.     Paukad,  in  the  same  tongue,  means  a  stroke  of  light- ' 
ning. 

nth.  Judge  Biggs,  who  has  charge  of  aifairs  at  Saginaw,  reports 
that  about  twenty  Indians  have  been  carried  off  by  the  small-pox, 
on  the  Shiawassa,  and  the  same  number  on  the  Flint  Biver.  Says 
the  disease  was  first  brought  to  Saginaw  by  Mr.  Gardiner  D. 
Williams,  and  it  was  afterwards  extended  to  the  Flint  by  Itfr. 
Campau. 

2l8t.  Bev.  J.  A.  Agnew,  of  N.  Y.,  addresses  me  as  one  of  the 
Begents  of  the  University,  under  a  belief  that  the  Board  will,  very 
soon,  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  chancellor  and  professors.  He 
takes  a  very  just  view  of  the  importance  of  making  it  a  fundamental 
point,  to  base  th^  course  of  instruction  on  a  sound  morality,  and  of 
insuring  the  confidence  of  religious  teachers  of  evangelical  views. 

25th.  Mr.  Conner  brought  me,  some  days  ago,  a  cranium  of  an 
Indian,  named  E-tow-i-ge-zhig  (Both  Sides  of  the  Sun),  who  was 
killed  and  buried  near  his  house  in  a  singular  way. 

It  seems  that  another  Indian,  a  youn^  man,  had  fallen  from  a 
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tree,  and,  in  his  descent,  injured  his  testicles,  which  swelled  np 
amazingly.  Etowigezhig  laughed  at  him,  whioh  so  incensed  the 
young  fellow  that  he  suddenly  picked  up  a  pot*hook  and  struck 
him  on  the  skull.  It  fractured  it,  and  killed  him.  So  he  died  for 
a  laugh.  He  was  a  good-natured  man,  about  forty-five,  and  a  good 
hunter.  I  gave  the  skull  to  Mr-.  Toulmin  Smith,  a  phrenological 
lecturer. 

26th,  Mr.  CleayeIand(Rey.  John)  preached  his  farewell  sermon  to 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Detroit,  from  Jonah  iiL  2 :  '^Arise 
and  go  to  Nineveh,  that  great  city,  and  preach  unto  it  the  preaching 
that  I  bid  thee."  This  message  he  has  faithfully  ahd  ably  delivered 
to  them  for  about  five  years  that  he  has  occupied  this  pulpit. 

27th,  A  letter  of  this  date,  from  Fort  Union,  on  the  Missouri, 
published  in  the  St.  Louis  Bulletin,  gives  a  frightful  account  of  the 
ravages  of  the  small-pox  among  the  Mandans,  Aiyickerees,  Mini- 
tares  and  Gros  Venters,  of  the  Missouri.  This  disease,  which  first 
broke  out  about  the  15th  of  July,  among  the  Mimdans,  carried  off 
about  fifteen  hundred  of  that  tribe.  It  left  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  souls.  "*"  It  spread  rapidly,  and  during  thie  autumn  carried 
off  about  half  of  the  twd  tribes  mentioned.  It  was  carried  to  the 
Slackfcet,  Cfees,  and  Assinaboines,  who  also  suffered  dreadfully. 
Upwards  of  one  thousand  of  the  Blackfeet  perished,  and  about 
five  hundred  Minitares.  Whole  lodges  were  swept  away,  and  the 
desolations  created  were  frightful. 

^8th.  Mr.  F.  Ayer  writes  from.Pokegoma,  on  Snake  River,  of 
fhe  St.  Croix  Valley  of  the  Upper  Mississippi :  "Shall  we  be  mo- 
lested by  government  soon,  or  at  a  future  time;  or,  in  case  the 
government  sell  the  land  to  a  company,  or  to  individuals,  will  they 
consider  our  case  and  make  any  reservation  in  our  favor?" 

Dec,  2d,  Rev.  Oren  C.  Thompson  writes  in  relation  to  Michili- 
mackinack : — 

1.  Have  you  a  missionary  engaged  for  that  station  ? 

2.  Do  you  feel  the  importance  and  necessity  of  obtaining  one 
who  is  already  acquainted  with  the  Indian  language  f 

*  The  report  that  they  were  entirely  extinguished  was  an  error.  The  aur- 
vivbrs  fled  to  their  relatives,  the  Minnitares,  where  thej  increased  rapidly, 
when  they  returned  to  their  ancient  villages  on  the  Missouri,  where  they 
now  (1851)  reside,  numbering  about  five  hundred  sotils. 

37 
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'   «^ 8.  Do yoii'widi to a^;i^ meibc thit statioiiy  who imut^mA 
iniuit  ft  FltaibytariMii  f ' 

;  "^^4.  Are  ibctre  api^oprialioM  te  ]ik  sopport  t ' 
.     <' &  Wliat  wm  be  Ub  ImiMas  pwlieriM^ 
/^  6:  Ht>w  long  wffl  Jie  pixiUU J  be  van^  .. 

*^T.  What,  iu  joitr  opiiiaoayia  the  peoqteet  of  hie^iwefflliwii 
there?*!  ••.;•• 

Dec*  l9t.  Mr.  HamiU,  of  Lawrencfevilley-  K..  J.^  Teeponda  ta  uigr 
inqniry  far  a  siutable  vcheol  for  my  bout^  niaMer  reqwotiiig^r&Mh 
I anrjnst.now Tisry  sdlieifooe.    •        •  /.     '    .  \,^    •; '    ^        ; 

IS^.^  Set  out  by  raOroad  for  Flmt  Bim^aoQempaiiM;li^  l^flV 
Oarland  and  Mr.  Comieri  Weather  very  oi^ltnd  the.MK^IbnR^ 
ing  a  good  road.  .At  Pontiac,  we  tooka^oaUe  aleighy-ahd  dryve 
out  to  Flint  Villig^v  I  was  invited  to  hiahon]Mb7'l&/H^e^ 
who  did  eTery1j)^iig  to  render  the  vieit.  agieeable.  s  Between  -^jPO 
-and  600  Indians  .were  aesenibled.  They  a]^peared  poorly:  ehd, 
akid  needy,  hantig  AoflEiBred  greatly  b<na  die  smatt-^M^  daring. tl|f 
antojto  fciid  winter.  Ahoot  40  had  died  on  the  gUawa^ia  Bim. 
aiidaome'80  on  the'  Slint.'  After  the  Maier  tnd'ooimBletiftd-Ae 
'payment  of  their  annidtiea  and  .deKTtovy  of  goods,'  I  cypened  a  ie- 
gotiatioh  With  them  tocfon^plete  the  sale  of  their.  reeerVatiDDdk'  '^' 

16th.  In  a  letter  of  this  date.,  Dr.  Greene,  Sec  of  the  A.  SL  C^, 
for  F.  Missions,  adverts  to  the  positions  heretofore  taken,  by  that 
board,  respecting  the  missionary  establishment  at  Maekiiiaek.  The 
moral  position  of  that  Board,  with  respcfot  to  that  Mission,  appetins 
to  me  to  be  wrong.  This  missioti  involves  the  mission  cause,  in 
some  important  respects,  with  the  entire  ^juestion  of  missionary  ope- 
rations over  the  North-west — ^reaching  from  lat.  42°  to  4.9°,  with 
many  degrees  of  longitude ;  for,  from  all  this  region,  the  Indian  boyS 
and  girls  of  the  mission  have,  b^n  ooUected.  .  It  began  operiUions 
with  them,  I  think,  in  1822 ;  and  having,  in  this  interval,  expended 
many  thousand  dollars,  and .  erected  expensive  buildings,  it  now 
drops  the  thing,  just  at  the  point  when  the  Indians  have  commenced 
important  cessions,  and  when  their  conditioli'.is  such  that  they  aire 
not  only  inclined  to  receive  interior  teachers  and  eyangelists,  which 
have  been  raised  at  that  central  point,  but,  by  these  cessions  to  tiie 
government,  they  have  provided  funds  for  schools  and  teachers. 

Merely  because  the  excellent  superintendent  determined,  two  ift 
three  years  ago,  to  leave  thisteiportant  poipt  and  enter  into  secular 
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business,  to  provide  for  a  growing  family ;  and  because  the  attrac- 
tion of  foreign  fields  carries  young  clergymen  abroad,  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  home  field,  it  does  not,  I  think^  fulfil  the  highest 
requisitions  of  duty  to  abandon  the  field,  and  thereby  to  leave  it 
to  be  said  that  tlje  Board  doubts  God's  purposes  with  regard  to 
the  red  man.  If  the  missionary  himself,  who  has  so  many  years 
conducted  the  concern  with  approbation,  was  not  willing  to  trust 
his  rewards  to  a  higher  power,  but  aimed,  as  it  were,  to  steady 
himself  by  stretching  forth  his  hand,  it  seems  to  me  the  race  ought 
not  to  be  the  sufierers  for  such  a  course.  They  constitute  a  vastly 
more  appropriate  fieldof  labor  than  the  "  millions  of  foreign  lands/' 
who  sit,  to  a  large  extent,  unafiected  by  the  Gospel.  Not,  indeed, 
that  those  fields  should  be  neglected ;  but  the  Indian  race,  and 
these  large  families  of  it,  are  worthy  of  a  warmer  sympathy  than 
I  can  see  in  Dr.  Greene's  letters,  or  the  decisions  pf  the  Board  by 
whom  he  is  governed. 

20th.  Signed  a  supplementary  treaty  with  the  Safidnaws  at 
Flint.  By  this  treaty  the  Saginaws  relinquish  their  rerorves  in 
this  valuable  and  rapidly  settling  portion  of  the  countiy,  and  agree 
to  accept  a  location  on  the  head  waters  of  the  Osage,  which  their 
chiefs  have  explored.  They  are  to  occupy  two  of  their  reservations 
on  the  west  shores  of  Saginaw  Bay,  for  five  years.  The  govern- 
ment is  to  pay  them  the  entire  proceeds  of  the  land,  as  sold  in  the 
public  land  offices.  They  set  apart  funds  for  schools,  and  to  pay 
their  debts.  This  tribe  has  now  no  instructors.  They  have  the 
reputation  of  being  turbulent,  and  averse  to  all  plans  of  improve- 
ment. Their  history  is  fraught  with  deeds  of  violence.  They 
made  bloody  inroads  on  the  settlements  of  Western  Virginia  and 
Pennsylvania,  after  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and 
brought  away  captives.  One  of  these  was  the  notorious  and  infa- 
mous John  Tanner.  They  lived  under  a  perfect  dictator,  in  the 
person  of  Kish-ka-ko,  who  made  and  altered  laws  to  suit  a  strong- 
willed  savage  mind.  They  were  originally  a  band  of  Chippewa 
refugees.  They  settled  here  when  the  Sauks  in  the  17th  century 
were  driven  ofif.  Their  name  is  derived  from  this.  The  true 
sound  of  the  word  is  Saukinong,  or  Place  of  the  Sauks.  It  has 
been  improperly  assimilated  to  Saganosh,  i.  €.,  Englishman. 

23d.  Rev.  John  A.  Clark,  of  Philadelphia,  writes,  requesting  a 
contribution  to  the  ^'  Christian  Keepsake,''  which  denotes  the  in- 
terest in  the  Indian  subject  to  be  unabated. 
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CHAPTER    LXI. 

Tradition  of  Pontiao'i  conspiraey  and  deaih — Patriot  war — ^Expedition  of  a 
body  of  250  men  to  Boiablanc — Question  of  schools  and  misaions  among 
the  Indians — Indian  affairs — Storm  at  Michilimackinack — Life  of  Brant-- 
Interpreterships  and  Indian  langnage-^A  Mohegan — ^Affair  of  the  "  Caio* 
line'' — Makons — ^Plan  of  names  for  new  towns-^Indiah  legeDds— Florida 
war — Patriot  war — Arrival  of  Gen.  Scott  on  the  frontier* — R^am6  of  the 
difficulties  of  the  Florida  war — Natural  history  and  climate  of  Florida-* 
Death  of  Doctor  Lutner. 

1838.  Jan.  l«f.  Office  of  Indiak  Affairs,  Detroit. — ^In 
the  recmt  trip  to  Flint  River,  Mr.  Henrj  Conner  told  me  one 
day  thax  he  had  been  acquainted  with  the  Indian  person  who,  in 
1763,  informed  Major  Gladwjn,  the  commanding  officer  at  Detroit, 
of  Pontiac's  conspiracy. 

The  affair  had  other  motives  than  Carrer  imagines.  She  thought 
more  of  saving  the  life  of  Major  Gladwin  than  of  saving  the  whole 
Anglo-Saxon  race.  She  had  been  a  very  handsome  person  in  her 
youth,  being  nearly  white,  though  of  Indian  blood.  Owing  to  her 
gallantries,  her  husband  had  bit  off  her  nose.  When  an  old 
woman,  she  became  intemperate,  and,  on  one  of  these  occasions,  at 
a  sugar  camp  on  the  Clinton  River,  she  fell  backward  into  a  boil- 
ing kettle  of  sap,  and  thus  perished.  Truly  "  the  way  of  the 
transgressor  is  hard.*' 

He  stated  the  tradition  respecting  Pontiac^s  death  as  it  was  re- 
lated by  a  chief  who  well  knew  the  facts.  The  English  made  great 
efforts  to  conciliate  a  man  of  such  powerful  abilities  and  influence, 
and  endeavored  to  enlist  him  as  an  ambassador  among  the  Western 
Indians  to  bring  them  into  their  interests.  Pontiac  used  decep- 
tion in  appearing  to  fall  in  with  their  views,  and  went  on  this 
business  to  the  country  of  the  Illinois,  which  was  then  about  to  be 
surrendered  to  them.  They  took  the  precaution  to  send  with  him, 
as  an  associate,  a  chief  called  Chianocquot,  or  the  Big  Cloud,  who 
was  strongly  attached  to  their  interests.     When  Pontiac  reached 
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the  region  of  the  IHinois  posts,  instead  of  persuading  the  Indians  to 
peace  and  friendship  with  the  English,  he  advised  them  not  to 
surrender  the  country,  and,  in  his  addresses  to  them,  he  used  the 
most  persuasive  arguments  to  dissuade  them  from  permitting  the 
surrendrj  at  all,  and  gave  vent  to  his  natural  feelings  and  senti- 
ments in  favor  of  the  French  and  against  the  English. 

This  had  been  his  policy  at  Detroit.  He  appeared  instinctively 
to  dread  the  advance  of  the  English  race,  or,  perhaps,  really 
foresaw  that  their  arts  and  industry,  against  the  adoption  of  which 
he  so  vehemently  inveighed,  would  uproot  and  crush  the  aboriginal 
race.  Chianocquot  was  roused  to  anger  by  this  duplicity  and 
dispatched  him."*" 

Mr.  Conner  continued:    Pontiac's  village  and  residence  near< 
Detroit  was  Peach  Island  and  the  main  shore  directly  abreast  of 
it,  north-east.     In  the  summer  he  lived  on  the  island,  and  in  the 
winter  on  the  main  land. 

Pontiac  was  offended  at  the  Indian  who,  during  the  siege, 
killed  McDougel,  and  would  have  put  him  to  death  for  the  acl;  had 
the  murderer  not  fled.  The  man  who  did  it  had  been  absent,  and 
did  not  know  that  this  officer  had  received  permission  to  return  to 
the  fort. 

4th.  Walter  Lowrie,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Presbyterian  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions  at  New  York,  writes  that  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee have  determined  to  establish  a  mission  and  school  among 
the  Chippewas  and  Ottawas  of  Lake  Michigan  as  early  in  the 
spring  as  suitable  men  can  be  procured. 

StJu  The  Canadian,  or  patriot  war,  is  now  at  its  height.  The 
city  has  been  kept  in  a  perfect  turmoil  by  it  for  weeks.  The  setting 
fire  to  outbuildings  or  deserted  houses  almost  every  dark  night, 
appears  to  be  connected  with  it.  One  dark  night  I  stumbled  and 
fell  on  an  uneven  pavement  on  a  part  of  Jefferson  Avenue,  and 
immediately  a  voice  cried  ^^  Hurrah  for  Canada  !''     There  was  an 

*  Nicollet,  in  his  Hydrographical  Heport  in  1841,  has  placed  this  tradition 
in  its  proper  light.  He  gives  a  somewhat  different  account  of  Pontiac's  death« 
which  he  states  to  have  taken  place  when  hia  was  in  liquor,  and  the  blow  was 
insidiously  given. 

A  Kaskaskia  Indian,  it  seems,  was  hired  for  a  barrel  of  mm  by  an  Indian 
trader  to  commit  the  act.  The  blow  he  inflicted  by  his  club  fractured  the 
eknll  of  his  victim,  who  lingered  a  while,  but  eventually  died  of  the  wound. 
Thia  waf  at  Fort  Chartres,  in  Illinois. 
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intenM  ezcttement  amobg  the  lo««r  cImsqi  ik  its  fiiTor,  'lAxak  it 
required  a  high  degree  ^of  nonil  elievgj  ui  iha  lorm  eC  kir  JtaA 
fxrder  to  keep  down'.   *      .'  -  .••.". 

Tim  morning  a  oonserTstiTe  force' of  250  volmiteer' mifiliB 
embark^  si  two  P.M.,  in  a  steamer . f or" Amherstbnrg  (liia  Mil- 
den  of  the  war  of  1812),. to'  demand,  the  omrrendry  of  the  Stale 

^  anfte  reeently  taken  firem  their  plaee  of  depotit-^-the  city  jaiL 
This  demand  is  to  be  made  of  the  patriot  tefagle^^  force  from 
Canada,  wl|o  are  about  to  take  best  ott  the  islahd  pf  Boisblaaei 

*  at  tiie  mbnth  of  theXDetroit  Biver.'  It  was  a  wdl-amked  force, 
with  muskel^  aiid  cart^dge-binces  well  filled ;  bqtit  wu  fowid  Aal^ 
on  the  waj^own  the  rirer,  their  eartridge4>6ze8.had  b^en  Relieved, 
1^  persons-^endly  to  the  ^patriots  on  board,  of  OTery  partide  of 
ammunition.    The  detachment  returned  about  'eleven  o^doek  at 

^night,  hayiol;  proved  wholly  imsuccesbfiil  in  the  objeet  of  the 

..movemettt.*  ■ 

^MrtBall,  a  representative  in  tlfe  local  legislature  firom'Kent 
Go^ty,"*  oallied  this  day  to  in4)iiire  into  the  piropriety  6(  estaliHdi- 
ifag  a  sub-agetioy- at  Ghwd  Ba|>idii^  on  Ghnmd  Biver,  for  the 
ostensible  benefit  of  thft  Ot&was  in^  thl^t  quartet.  Ke'questMm 
of  the  division  of  funds  between  schools  established  for  a  part  of 
the  same  people  at  Gull  Prairie,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Slater, 
and  the  separate  school  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  in  Chippewa 
County,  in  the  care  of  Mr.  Bingham,  both  of  which  are  under  the 
general  direction  of  the  Baptist  Missionary  Board  at  Boston,  was 
considered  and  approved,  and  letters  written  accordingly. 

These  efforts,  at  detached  points,  to  improve  the  race  must,  we 
are  inclined  to  believe,  eventually  fail.  Two  raoes  so  diverse  in 
mind  and  habits  cannot  prosper  together  permanently ;  but  the 
hope  is  that  temporary  good  may  be  done.  An  Indian  who  is 
converted  and  dies  in  the  faith,  is  essentially  *^  a  brand  plucked 
out  of  the  fire,"  and  no  man  can  undertis^e  to  estimate  the  moral 
value  of  the  act.  A  child  who  is  taught  to  read  and  write  is  armed 
with  two  requisites  for  entering  civilized  life.  But  the  want  of  gene* 
ral  efficient  efforts,  unobstructed  by  local  laws  and  deleterious  influ- 
ences, cannot  but,  in  a  few  y6ars,  convince  the  Boards  that  the 
colonization  of  the  tribes  West  is  the  best,  if  not  the  only  hope 
of  prosperity  to  the  race  as  a  race. 
9ih.  Lieut.  £.  S.  Sibley,  U.  S^  A.,  sets  pot  to  pay  the  Grand 
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River  Indians.  I  commissioned  Charles  H.  Oakes,  Esq.,  to  witness 
the  pay  rolls.  Mr.  Conner  returns  the  same  day  from  attending 
the  payments  of  the  Swan  Creek  and  Black  Kiver  bands.  He 
reports  the  Indians  on  the  American  side  of  the  lines  not  disposed 
to  engage  in  the  present  unhappy  contest  in  the  Canadas.  Exer- 
tions, he  affirms,  have  been  made  by  the  British  authorities  to  induce 
the  Chippewas  living  in  Canada,  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  Black 
River,  to  engage  in  the  conflict  against  their  revolted  people,  but 
without  success.  They  threatened,  if  matters  were  pushed,  to 
flee  to  the  American  side.  He  states,  also,  that  a  council  to  the 
same  efieot  had  been  held  with  the  Canada  Indians  opposite 
Peach  Island,  at  the  foot  of  Lake  St.  Clair,  which  resulted  in  the 
same  declaration. 

12th.  The  appraisement  rolls  transmitted  to  Washington  by 
Messrs.  Macdonnel  &  Clarke,  the  appraisers  appointed  under  the  8th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  28th  March,  1836,  were  judged  to  be  too  high; 
and  the  subject  was  referred  for  revision  to  Maj.  Garland  and  my-, 
self.  I  this  day  transmitted  a  joint  reply  of  the  major  and  my- 
self, stating  hoiv  impossible  it  would  be  to  revise  so  complex  a 
subject  without  opportunities  of  personal  examination  in  each  case 
— a  business  which  neither  of  us  desires. 

16th.  Received  the  first  winter  express  from  Mackinack,  trans- 
mitting reports  from  the  various  persons  in  official  employ  there. 
They  report  a  great  storm  at  that  place  on  the  8th  and  9th  of 
December,  1837,  in  the  course  of  which  the  light-house  on  Bois- 
blanc  was  blown  down,  and  other  damage  done  by  the  rise  of  water. 

ISth.  Received  the  Senate's  printed  document.  No.  1,  contain- 
ing the  President's  annual  message  and  all  the  Secretaries'  reports. 
The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  recommends  the  abolition  of 
sub-agencies,  and  the  raising  of  the  pay  of  interpreters — two 
measures  recommended  in  my  annual  report.  The  department  is 
very  much  in  the  hands  of  ignorant  and  immoral  interpreters,  who 
frequently  misconceive  the  point  to  be  interpreted.  Could  we 
raise  up  a  set  of  educated  and  moral  men  for  this  duty,  the  de- 
partment would  stand  on  high  grounds.  Surely,  a  sort  of  normal, 
institute  could  teach  the  principles  of  the  Indian  grammar,  as  well 
as  the  Greek.  There  is  no  Bound  without  a  meaning^  and  no 
meaning  conveyed  without  an  orthographical  rule.  They  do  not 
gabble  at  random,  as  some  think.     Their  modes  of  utterance  are, 
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it  ii9  true,  often  defective,  but  they  are  not  without  grammatical  lawi. 
I  inquired  into  this  matter  at  my  ifirst  entrance,  into  the  Indian 
country  of  the  Algonquina,  sixteen  years  ago.  I  found  that  verbs 
had  eight  classes  of  conjugations,  and  ten  including  the  broad 
vowels ;  five  declensions  of  nouns,  and  two  sets  of  pronouns,  one 
to  be  placed  before  and  the  other  at  the  end  of  the  verb  and  sub- 
stantive. That  all  substantives  could  be  changed  into  verbs ;  that 
there  were  a  stock  of  adjective  and  prepositional  participles,  and 
that  the  mode  of  forming  compounds  and  derivatives  was  varied, 
but  all  subject  to  the  most  exact  rules*  They  have  a  very  accu- 
rate appreciation  of  sound  and  its  varied  meanings,  and  are  pushed 
to  use  figures  to  help  out  or  illustrate  a  meaning ;  but  the  excessive 
refinements  of  syntax,  for  which  some  contend,  are  theories  in  the 
minds  of  unpracticed  collaborators. 

18th.  I  wrote  to  Mr,  Palfrey,  E.  N.  A.  R.,  declining  to  re- 
view Stone's  ^'  Brajit,"  and  apprizing  him  of  the  preparation  of  an 
article  on  the  'VNorth-west,'"  by  Mr.  I.  Lanman.  '^  I  take  this 
occasion  to  say  that  I  have  received  the  proof-sheets  of  some 
hundred  and  fifty  pages  of  Col.  Stone's  Life  of  Brant  It  is 
a  work  somewhat  discursive,  and  involves  some  critical  points  in 
Indian  history  and  customs.  I  sliould  not  feel  willing  to  com- 
mence a  notice  of  it,  without  having  the  whole  before  me.  The 
hero  of  the  work  hardly  exerts  influence  enough  on  the  revolu- 
tionary contest  to  justify  the  attempt  of  piling  on  him  so  much  of 
the  materials  of  that  momentous  contest,  and  I  think,  moreover, 
there  is  a  perceptible  attempt  made  to  whitewash  a  man  who  lived 
and  died  with  no  slight  nor  undeserved  opprobrium." 

19th.  Hendrick  Apaumut,  a  Mobegan  chief,  of  Wisconsin,  ap- 
plied for  aid,  in  money,  to  facilitate  his  journey  to  Washington. 
What  the  Indians  lack,  in  their  business  affairs,  is  system  and 
method ;  foi^esi'ght  to  plan,  and  stability  to  carry  into  effect. 

Received  a  copy  of  the  message  of  the  President,  communi- 
cating the  thrilling  circumstances  of  the  recent  massacre  on  board 
of  the  ill-fated  steamer  "  Caroline,"  and  the  gross  outrage  of  na- 
tional rights  committed  by  the  burning  of  that  boat  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  her  crew.  Palliatives  for  the  act  will  undoubtedly  be 
plead ;  but  the  act  itself  will  probably  make  a  hero,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  his  countrymen,  of  Mr.  McNab,  if  it  does  nothing  more. 

22(2.  The  friends  of  education  in  Michigan,  having  assembled  in 
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convention,  issue  a  circular  calling  attention  to  that  vital  subject, 
and  recommend  a  '^Journal  of  Public  Instruction"  to  the  patron- 
age of  the  people.  There  can  be  no  fear  of  our  institutions  as 
long  as  education  is  cherished. 

2Ath»  Maconse  (the  Little  Bear),  chief  of  the  Swan  Creeks, 
writes  to  Gov.  Mason  that  it  is  reported  some  of  his  people  are 
about  to  join  the  Canadian  authorities  to  put  down  the  partial 
revolt.  The  Governor,  probably  thinking  I  would  better  know 
how  to  deal  with  him,  sends  the  letter  to  me.  The  fellow,  whose 
moral  code  is  not  very  high,  only  meant  to  give  himself  a  little 
consequence  by  it.  Both  he  and  his  people  will  take  good  care  to 
keep  out  of  harm's  way. 

24M.  Gov.  Mason  informs  me  that  he  has  communicated  to  the 
Legislature  of  Michigan  my  plan  for  a  system  of  Indian  names 
communicated  to  him  on  the  12th  instant,  for  the  new  counties 
and  towns,  founded  on  the  idea  of  the  avoidance  of  the  number  of 
dead  letters  reported  as  annually  received  at  Washington,  from 
their  misdirection.  This  misdirection  is  supposed  to  arise  chiefly 
from  great  repetition  of  old  township,  city,  county,  and  village 
names.  Let  any  one  take  up  a  gazetteer  or  post-office  list  who 
wishes  to  see  this.  Names  that  are  sonorous  and  appropriate  are 
rejected  ;  but  there  is  hardly  a  county  in  any  of  the  new  States 
without  their  Springfields,  and  Fairfields,  and  Oxfords,  and  War- 
wicks  without  number.  Where  they  do  not  abound  taste  is  often 
put  to  shame.  Mud  Creek,  and  Jack's  Corner,  and  Shingle  Hollow 
are  doubtless  appropriate  names  compared  to  some.  But  cannot 
we  supply  a  remedy  by  drawing  on  the  aboriginal  vocabulary  ? 

26th.  Completed  the  revision  of  a  body  of  Indian  oral  legends, 
collected  during  many  years  with  labor.  These  oral  tales  show 
up  the  Indian  in  a  new  light.  Their  chief  value  consists  in  their 
exhibition  of  aboriginal  opinions.  But,  if  published,  incredulity 
will  start  up  critics  to  call  their  authenticity  in  question.  There 
are  so  many  Indian  tales  fancied,  by  writers,  that  it  will  hardly 
be  admitted  that  there  exist  any  real  legends.  If  there  bo  any 
literary  labor  which  has  cost  me  more  than  usual  pains,  it  is  this. 
I  have  weeded  out  many  vulgarisms.  I  have  endeavored  to  restore 
the  simplicity  of  the  original  style.  In  this  I  have  not  always 
fully  succeeded,  and  it  has  been  sometimes  found  necessary,  to 
avoid  incongruity,  to  break  a  legend  in  two^  or  cut  it  short  off. 
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The  steamer  '^  Robert  Fulton''  arrived  at  Detroit,  with  three 
companies  of  U.  S.  troops,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Worth,  to 
keep  up  neutrality,  put  down  the  wild  ^^  patriot  movement,"  and 
prevent  disturbances  on  the  frontier. 

2*lth,  Mr.  Trowbridge  tells  me  that  he  has  heard  of  the  arrival 
of  our  minister  to  France  (Gen.  Cass),  at  Port  Mahon,  with  his 
family,  on  his  return  to  Paris,  from  his  Mediterranean  tour.  He 
had  carried  out  a  letter  to  Com.  Elliot,  from  the  President,  to  offer 
him  every  facility  in  this  «trip  to  visit  the  sites  of  Oriental  cities* 

80th.  Transmit  to  Washington  a  plan  and  estimates  for  building 
a  dormitory  at  Mackinack,  under  the  provision  of  the  treaty  of 
March,  183G.  Such  a  building  has  been  long  called  for  at  that 
point,  where  the  Indians  are  often  sojourners,  without  a  plaoe  to 
sleep,  or  cook  the  provisions  furnished  them. 

Feb.  Ist.  .The  Knickerboclcer  Magazine  says:  "That  the  Indian 
oratory  contains  many  attributes  of  true  eloquence.  With  a  lan- 
guage so  barren,  and  minds  too  free  for  the  rules  of  rhetoric,  they 
still  attained  a  power  of  touching  the  feelings,  and  a  sublimity  of 
stylo,  which  rival  the  highest  productions  of  their  more  cultivated 
enemies.'* 

Tth.  Mr.  Palfrey,  in  a  letter  of  this  date,  observes :  "  I  have 
only  to  repeat  that,  in  the  preparation  of  the  article  (on  Stone's 
"  Brant" — which  I  hope  you  will  not  think  of  giving  up),  I  trust  you 
will  not  hesitate  to  introduce,  with  the  utmost  freedom,  whatever 
your  respect  for  the  truth  of  history,  and  distaste  for  the  tricks  of 
bookmaking,  may  dictate." 

ll^A.  General  Jessup  writes  to  the  department  that,  "we  have 
committed  the  error  of  attempting  to  remove  the  Seminoles,  when 
their  lands  were  not  required  for  agricultural  purposes,  when  they 
were  not  in  the  way  of  the  white  inhabitants,  and  when  the  greater 
portion  of  their  country  was  an  unexplored  wilderness,  of  the 
interior  of  which  we  were  as  ignorant  as  of  the  interior  of  China." 
He  recommends  a  line  of  occupancy  west  of  the  Kissamee  and 
Okee  Chubbe,  which  they  may  be  allowed  to  occupy. 

20th.  W.  Lowrie,  Esq.,  S.  P.  B.  F.  Missions,  in  a  letter  of  this 
date,  says:  "I  was  glad  to  see  your  suggestion  to  the  government 
in  relation  to  a  cabinet  and  library  in  the  Indian  office." 

22d.  Charles  E.  Anderson,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  announces  his 
intention  to  visit  Europe.     "I  will  not  leave  here  until  the  15th 
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of  March,  at  least,  vhen  I  shall  take  out  my  wife  with  me,  and 
anticipate  much  gratification  in  presenting  her  to  such  a  pattern 
of  goodness  and  true  feminine  excellence  as  Mrs.  Cass.  Anything 
you  wish  to  forward  I  will  attend  to  with  pleasure,  and  when  in 
Paris  will  not  forgot  the  interesting  subject  of  your  letter,  and  will 
inform  you  what  books  may  be  obtained  respecting  the  early  .his- 
tory of  the  couxitry." 

26th.  Gen.  Scott  this  day  arrived  at  Detroit,  with  a  view  to 
quiet  the  disturbances  on  the  lines,  and  see  to  the  proper  disposi* 
tion  of  the  troops  along  the  chain  of  lakes  to  effect  this  end.  I 
immediately  called  on  him,  and  ofiered  him  any  of  the  peculiar 
facilities,  which  are  at  the  command  of  the  Indian  department,  in 
sending  expresses  in  the  Indian  country,  &c. 

21th.  Major  H.  Whiting,  U.  S.  A.,  writes  from  St.  Augustine, 
Florida:  "  I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  a  month  since, 
it  having,  I  dare  say,  made  all  due  diligence  the  post  office  arrange- 
ments admit.  But  the  time  shows  the  sort  of  intercourse  I  am 
doomed  to  have  with  my  Detroit  friends.  I  consider  that  the 
country  ought  to  feel  under  obligations  to  one  who  serves  her  at 
such  a  sacrifice.  Indeed,  she  can  make  us  no  adequate  return, 
but  to  allow  me  to  return — the  only  return  I  ask.  When,  how- 
ever, that  favor  will  be  granted  is  past  my  guessing.  You  ask 
when  the  war  will  terminate  ?  You  could  not  puzzle  any  of  us 
more  than  by  putting  such  a  question.  We  are  more  at  our  wit's 
end  than  the  war's  end.  And  yet  I  do  not  see  that  anything  has 
been  left  undone,  that  might  have  been  done.  The  army  has 
moved  steadily  toward  its  objects.  But  those  objects  are  like  a 
mirage,  they  are  always  nearly  the  same  distance  o2*.  What  can 
we  do  in  such  a  case  ? 

"  The  army  for  the  last  few  weeks  has  been  operating  in  a  coun- 
try that  is  more  than  half  under  water.  It  has  often  been  dif- 
ficult to  find  a  spot  dry  enough  for  an  encampment.  If  the  troops 
do  not  all  come  out  web-footed,  it  is  because  water  can't  make  a 
duck's  leg. 

'^  I  am  on  the  lookout  for  specimens.  I  have  one  small  alli- 
gator's bones,  and  have  laid  in  for  those  of  a  larger  one,  an  old 
settlor,  no  doubt  going  back  to  Bartram's  days.  Alligators  here 
have  suffered  more  than  the  Indians  in  this  war.  I  should  judge 
that  several  hundreds  have  been  killed  from  the  boats  as  they  pass 
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CHAPTER    LXII. 

Indians  tampered  with  at  Qrand  River — Small-pox  in  the  M isiouri  Talley'— 
Living  history  at  home — Sundaj  schools — ^Agriculture— Indian  namea— 
Murder  of  the  Qlass  family — Dr.  Morton's  inquiries  respeoting  Indian 
erania — Ne6essitj  of  one's  writing  his  name  plain — Michigan  Gassetteer  in 
preparation — Attempt  to  make  the  Indian  a  political  pack-horse — Return 
to  the  Agency  of  Michilimackinack — Indian  skulls  phrenologically  exa- 
mined— J.  Toulmin  Smith — Cherokee  question^rXrip  to  Grand  River-<- 
Treaty  and  annuity  payments — The  department  accused  of  injustice  to  the 
■  Indians. 

1838.  March  2d.  Lieut.  E.  S.  Sibley,  U.  S.  A.,  called  at  the 
office,  and  reported  certain  things  which  had  been  put  into  the  heads 
of  the  Indians  of  Grand  River,  by  interested  persons,  which  they 
had  at  the  recent  annuity  payments,  requested  him  to  state  to  me. 
Also,  the  fact  of  an  outrage  upon  one  of  their  number,  committed 
by  a  white  person,  which  should  have  been  redressed  at  once  by  the 
civil  magistrates.  There  is  but  one  way  of  escape  for  the  Indians 
liring  in  white  communities,  that  is,  to  place  them,  at  once,  under 
the  protection,  and  subject  to  the  penalties  of  our  criminal  and 
civil  codes. 

8c2.  Renewed  and  confirmatory  accounts  are  published  at  St. 
Louis,  of  the  desolating  effects  of  the  small-pox  among  the  Indian 
tribes  on  the  Missouri.  In  addition  to  the  tribes  mentioned  in  the 
first  accounts  as  having  suffered,  the  Upsarokees,  or  Crows,  have 
been  dreadfully  afflicted.  The  various  bands  of  the  Pie-gans, 
Blood  Indians,  and  Blackfeet,  have  lost  great  numbers.  And  the 
visitation  of  this  appalling  disease,  against  which  they  have  no 
remedy,  has  been  one  of  the  severest  ever  felt  by  these  tribes. 
Compared  to  it,  the  loss  that  the  Saginaws  and  other  local  bands 
in  Michigan  have  felt,  is  small;  but  it  is  an  instructive  fact,  that  the 
outbreak  has  been  concurrent  in  point  of  time,  on  the  Missouri  and 
in  Michigan,  which  would  seem  to  imply  a  climatic  condition  of  the 
atmosphere,  on  a  wide  scale,  favorable  to  morbid  eruptions. 

6M.  A.  E.  Wing,  Esq.,  declines  to  deliver  the  annual  address 
before  the  Michigan  Historical  Society,  owing  to  other  engage- 
ments.   Few  men  who  have  capacity  are  found  willing'  to  devote 
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the  time  necessary  for  the  preparation  of  a  literary  address,  eren 
"where  the  materials  for  it  would  appear  to  lie  ready.  The  pressing 
practical  calls  of  life,  in  a  new  country,  where  there  is  no  heredi- 
tary wealth,  appear  to  furnish  a  valid  reason  for  this.  Bat  another 
reason  is,  that  the  materials  and  framework  of  an  address  are 
sought  for  at  too  great  a  distance,  and  are  thought  to  lie  too  deeply 
buried,  to  be  disinterred  by  any  but  extraordinary  hands.  This 
is  a  mistake.  The  subjects  are  at  home,  and  exist  not  only  in  ex- 
ploring old  literary  mines,  but  in  the  very  circumstances  around 
us.  What  more  extraordinary  than  the  current  which  throws 
such  masses  of  people  daily  among  us,  tearing  up,  as  it  were,  the 
old  plan  of  life,  and  laying  the  foundations  of  new  social  ties  in 
the  wilderness.  Not  a  county  is  settled  in  the  West,  the  initial 
steps  of  which  does  not  furnish  legitimate  materials  for  an  address 
which  would  edify  the  living  generation,  and  instruct  those  which 
are  to  follow  us.  A  single  century  hence,  and  how  much  tradition 
will  sleep  in  the  grave  that  might  now  be  rescued  I  Somebody  has 
written  a  book  ^'How  to  Observe,"  but  there  is  good  need  of 
another — "  How  to  Think." 

*Ith.  A  new  and  growing  society  has  every  kind  of  moral  want. 
The  necessity  for  education  exists  in  a  thousand  forms ;  and  if  the 
friends  of  it  do  not  bestir  themselves,  the  enemies  will.  The 
friends  of  the  Sunday  School  Union,  in  Michigan,  feeling  im- 
pressed with  these  views,  issued  a  circular  this  day,  making  an 
appeal  which  deserves  a  hearty  response.  Michigan  mind  appears 
very  active  in  every  department. 

nth.  Received  a  circular  (from  Messrs.  Baloh  &  Wales,  of 
Marshall,  Calhoun  Co.)  for  the  issue  of  an  agricultural  paper,  ade- 
quate to  the  wants  of  that  interest. 

29th.  Dr.  D.  Houghton,  the  agent  of  the'  Geological  Survey 
of  the  State,  which  is  in  progress,  commits  to  me,  in  a  letter  of 
this  date,  the  topic  of  the  Indian  terminology,  and  the  bestowal 
of  new  names,  from  the  aboriginal  vocabulary. 

SOth.  An  inquest  was  held  this  day,  in  Ionia,  on  the  head  waters  ^ 
of  Grand  River,  on  the  bodies  of  a  woman  and  two  children,  ^ 
supposed  (mistakingly)  to  have  been  murdered  by  the  Indians.^ 
By  the  testimony  adduced,  it  is  shown  that  a  Mr.  Aensel  D_ 
Glass,  of  whose  family  the  bodies  consist,  lived  about  four  mile^s 
from  the  nearest  neighbor.  He  had  not  been  seen  since  the  14th  o  :M 
the  month.     On  the  28th,  a  Mr.  Hiram  Brown,  one  of  his  neare^^ 
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neighbors,  went  there  on  business,  and  found  the  house  burned,  and 
the  bodies  of  his  wife  and  children  lying  half  burned  in  the  area  of 
the  house  (which  was  of  logs),  having  been  previously  most  horribly 
mutilated.  No  trace  could  be  found  of  Mr.  Glass,  nor  of  a  good 
rifle,  two  axes,  and  two  barrels  of  flour,  which  he  was  known  to 
have  had. 

Suspicion  first  fell  on  the  Grand  River  Ottawas.  I  investi- 
gated  the  subject,  and  found  this  unjust.  They  arc  a  peaceable, 
orderly,  agricultural  people,  friendly  to  the  settlers,  and  having  no 
cause  of  dislike  to  them.  Suspicion  next  fell  on  the  Saginaws,  who 
hunt  in  that  quarter,  and  whoso  character  has  not  recovered  from 
the  imputation  of  murder  and  plunder  committed  during  the  war 
of  1812.  Pctosscgay  was  named  as  the  probable  aggressor.  But 
on  an  investigation  made  by  Mr.  Conner,  at  Sagin^,w,  this  impu- 
tation was  also  found  improbable,  and  he  was  dismissed,  leaving  the 
horrible  mystery  unexplained.* 

April  lat.  Dr.  Samuel  George  Morton,  of  Philadelphia,  who  is 
preparing  a  comprehensive  work  on  aboriginal  crania,  writes : — 
"Your  obliging  letter,  ofiering  me  any  information  you  might 
possess  that  would  promote  my  work  on  the  skulls  of  the  American 
tribes,  makes  me  free  to  put  to  you  the  following  inquiries,  inas- 
much as  I  am  desirous  of  seeing  as  many  tribes,  and  as  many 
individuals  as  possible,  in  a  limited  space  of  time. 

^f  When  will  the  next  annual  payment  be  made  at  Mackinaw, 
Itnd  how  many  tribes,  and  what  number  of  people  do  you  think 
will  assemble  on  that  occasion  ? 

"  If  I  visit  Mackinaw,  can  I  readily  cross  the  country  to  the 
Mississippi,  and  what  length  of  time  will  be  required  on  the  journey  ? 

^^  It  is  my  intention  to  visit  Mackinaw,  or  any  adjacent  place, 
that,  in  your  judgment,  will  give  me  the  greatest  opportunity  for 
seeing  the  Indians,  and  I  shall  await  your  advice  thereon. 

"My  work  progresses  rapidly.  Twenty  of  sixty  plates  are 
already  finished,  and  I  hope  to  complete  the  work  before  the  close 
of  the  year.  I  shall  soon  have  an  opportunity  of  forwarding,  as 
far  as  Detroit,  a  set  of  my  plates  for  your  inspection  and  accept- 
anpe." 

10th.  Washington  Irving  writes :  "  I  have  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  a  letter  informing  me  of  my  having  been  elected  an 

*  Mr.  Glass  was  sabsoqacDtly,  in  1841,  found  alive  in  Wisconsin. 
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varioas  inatitatiAnB  belonging  to  oar  system.* 
'  19th.  A  memorial  is  got  np  in  Ionia  Connty,  on  Grand  Kinr, 
respecting  the  Indians,  their  fe^hgs-and  their  affain.  lait  faetl 
are  distorted,  opinions  misapprehended,:  and  the  iwsta  and  policy  of 

-  .the  goremment  and  its  agents  greatly  misconceired' in  aometldngs, 
.'and  wholly  misrepresented  in  others.  -And  the-paper,  wheii^aa- 
tained  hy  the  lights  of  treatieB  and  acts,  as  they  really  ooenrred,  is  to 
be  regarded  as  the  worli  of  some  ambitions  man  who  wishes  to 
get  ,on  the  backs  of  the  Indians  io  ride  into  office,  or  to  promote, 
in  some  other  way,  selfish  and  concealed  ends.  All  saeh'-  attempts, 
thongh  they  may  seem  to  "mn  well-'  for  a  timefasdn^  resaltin 
temporary  saecess,  may  be  safely  left  to  the  cotRtteracfion  Of  ri^t 
<^>inions.  For  it  has  always  remained  an  axiom  of  trntli,  rerified 
by  erery  day's  experience,  "  ^at  he  that  diggeth  a- pit  for  hit 
nei^bcw  BhaQ  luBMlf  Ml  into  it'-'      ' 

ZOtk.  GkineralJo.  M.  Bh)wnj  of  the,  militia,  who- with  the  fdor 
^th6  redooiitable- Fetdr  Stnyrecant  at  Qhristiiia,  narakad -into 
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7oledo,  ^^ brimful  of  wrath  and  cabbage,"  transmits  the  above  pre- 
cious memorial,  not  to  the  Department,  or  the  President,  to  whoii\ 
it  is  ostensibly  addressed,  but  to  the  editor  of  a  political  party 
paper  at  Detroit,  to  ^^manufacture"  public  opinion,  claiming,  at 
the  same  time,  very  high  motives,  for  so  very  disinterested  an 
act,  in  which  the  good  of  the  Indians,  and  the  integrity  of  public 
faith,  are  clearly  held  forth  as  the  aim  of  the  writer.  The  editor 
endorsing  it  with  most  high-sounding  phrases,  in  which  he  speaks 
of  it  as  taking  fit  place  beside  the  most  atrocious  fictions,  which 
have  been  conjured  up  by  mistaken  heads  and  zealous  hearts, 
anxious  to  ride  the  aforesaid  ^^ Indian  question,*'  in  relation  to  the 
Cherokees  and  Florida  Indians.  When  all  this  grandiloquent  dis- 
play of  parental  sympathy,  and  a  sense  of  outraged  justice,  is 
stripped  of  its  false  garbs  and  put  into  the  crucible  of  truth,  tho 
result  is,  that  political  capital  can  be  made  just  now  of  the  handling 
of  the  topic.  A  delay  of  a  few  months  (owing  to  the  fiscal  crisis 
at  Washington)  in  the  payment  of  half  the  annuity  for  the  year, 
and  the  neglect  -or  refusal  of  a  few  bands  to  come  for  the  other 
moiety,  as  ready  in  silver,  and  paid  at  the  stipulated  time  and 
place,  is  made  the  subject  of  allusion  in  this  political  hue  and 
cry.  -   As  to  these  bands,  they  are  the  most  peaxjeable,  corn-plant- 

I  ing,  and  semi-agricultural  bands  in  the  State.  They  have  been 
pre-eminently  cultivators  from  an  early  date  of  their  history,  and 
have  been  so  characteristically  addicted  to  barter,  in  the  products 
of  their  industry  as  to  be  called  by  the  other  Algonquin  bands, 
Ottawas,  or  traders  from  the  days  of  Champlain.  They  had  pro- 
bably .  as  little  to  do  with  the  Glass  murder  in  Ionia,  which  is 
alleged  as  an  instance  of  hostility  io  the  United  States,  as  Gen. 
Jo..  M.  Brown  himself. 

20th.  Mrs.  Caroline  Lee  Hentz,  one  of  our  female  writers,  in  a  note 
of  acknowledgment  to  the  Hist.  Soc,  falls  into  the  same  quandary 
about  making  out  the  signature  of  one  of  our  most  expert  and  beau- 
tiful penmen,  that  Washington  Irving  did.  She  could  by  no  means 
make  out  Mr.  Trowbridge's  name,  and  addressed  her  reply  to  me. 
2l8L  Having  passed  the  winter  at  Detroi^  I  left  the  Superin- 

.  tendency  office  in  charge  of  Mr.  Lee,  an  efficiem;  clerk,  and  embraced 

the  sailing  of  one  of  the  earliest  vessUs  for  the  Upper  Lakes,  to 

return  io  Michilimackinack.     Winter  still  showed  some  of  its 

aspects  therCi  although  gardening  at  Detroit  had  been  commenced 

«8 
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for  weeks.  The  diffeeence  in  latitude  is  nearly  four  and  a  half 
degrees ;  tlie  geographical  distance  is  compated  by  mariners  at 
800  miles. 

May  \^t.  In  a  ci^mnnication  from  Mr.  J.  Toulmin  Smith,  he 
expresses  his  anxiety  to  procure  some  Indian  skulls  from  the  tribes 
of  the  Upper  Lakes^  to  be  employed  in  his  lectures  on  phrenology; 
and,  also,  for  the  puiE*pose  of  transmission  to  London.  This  gentle- 
man lectured  acceptably  on  this  topic  during  the  winter  at  Detroit. 
During  these  lectures,  I  gave  him  the  skull  of  Etowigezhik,  a  Chip- 
pewa, who  was  killed  on  Mr.  Conner's  farm  about  four  or  five 
years  ago.  lie  pro^ounped  the  anterior  portion  to  exceed  in  mea- 
surement by  one-hau  an  inch  the  posterior,  and  drew  conclasiom 
favorable  to  the  natural  intellect. 

\Qih.  The  Cherq^Qe  .Question  assumes  a  definite  crisis.  Gen. 
Scott  issues,  under  this  date,  a  friendly  proclamation  to  the  Chero- 
kees,  calling  on'theip  to  remove  peaceably,  under  the  terms  of  the 
treaty  of  1885,  telling  them  that  more  than  two  years  had.  already 
elapsed  after  the  time  agreed  on,  and  that  they  would  be  provided, 
in  their  removal  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  with  food,  clothing, 
and  every  means  of  transportation ;  and  making  a  just  and  humane 
appeal  to  their  senie  of  justice  to  remove  ;  but  assuring  them  that, 
if  these  considerations  were  allowed  to  pass  unheeded,  his  instruc- 
tions were  imperative,  and  he  had  an  army  at  his  command,  and 
would  be  compelled  to  order  it  to  act  in  the  premises.  Such  an 
appeal  must  be  successful. 

However  much  we  may  sympathize  with  the  poetic  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  admire  that  spirit  of  the  human  heart  which  loves  to  linger 
about  its  ancient  seats  and  homes,  the  question  in  this  case  has 
assumed  a  purely  practical  aspect  founded  on  public  transactions^ 
which  cannot  be  recalled.     The  inaptitude  of  the  Indian  tribes 
generally,  for  conducting  the  business  of  self-government,  and  their 
want  of  a  wise  foresight  in  anticipating  the  relative  power  and  posi- 
tion of  the  two  great  opposing  races  in  America,  namely,  the  white 
and  red,  has  been  the  primary  cause  of  all  their  treaty  difficulties.r 
The  treaties  themselves  are  not  violated  in  any  respect,  but  bein^ 
written  by  lawyers  and  legalists,  the  true  intent  of  some  of  these 
provisions,  or  the  relative  condition  of  the  parties  at  a  given  time^ 
are  not  sometimes  fully  appreciated  ;  and  at  other  times,  the  Indian, 
chiefs  exercise  diplomatic  functions  wbich  their  nation  has  not  re- 
stored, as  in  the  case  of  the  Creeks  of  Georgia,  or  to  the  exercise  of 
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"which  the  majority  are  actually  opposed,  as  in  the  treaty  of  New 
Echota  with  the  Cherokees.  Some  of  their  most  intelligent  and 
best  minds  led  the  way  to  and  signed  the  treaty  of  final  cession  of 
New  Echota,  in  1835.  But  the  compensation  being  found  ample, 
and  the  provisions  wise,  and  such  as  would,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
United  States  Senate,  secure  their  prosperity  and  advancement 
permanently,  that  body,  on  large  consideration,  yielded  its  assent, 
making,  at  the  same  time,  further  concessions  to  satisfy  the  mal- 
contents. ThesQ  are  the  final  arrangements  for  leaving  the  land 
to  which  Gci^  Scott,  in  his  proclamation,  alludes. 

This  tribe  has  lived  in  its  present  central  position  longer  than 
the  period  of  exact  history  denotes.  They  are  first  heard  of  under 
the  name  of  "  Achalaques,'*  by  the  narrator  of  De  Soto's  Conquest 
of  Florida,  in  1540  ;  within  a  dozen  years  of  three  centuries  ago. 

Junt  2d.  I  proceeded,  during  the  latter  part  of  May,  to  visit 
the  Ottawas  of  the  southern  part  of  Michigan,  to  inquire  about 
their  schools  under  the  treaty  of  '36,  and  to  learn,  personally,  their 
condition  during  the  state  of  the  rapid  settlements  pressing  around 
them.  I  went  to  Chicago  by  steamboat,  and  there  found  a  schooner 
for  Grand  River.  Here  I  was  pleased  to  meet  our  old  pastor,  Mr. 
Ferry,  as  a  proprietor  and  pastor  of  the  newjy-planned  town  of 
Grand  Haven.  I  had  to  wait  here,  some  days,  for  a  conveyance 
to  the  Grand  Rapids,  which  gave  me  time  to  ramble,  with  my  little 
son,  about  the  sandy  eminences  of  the  neighborhood,  and  to  pluck 
the  early  spring  flowers  in  the  valley.  The  "  Washtenong,'*  a  small 
steamer  with  a  stern-wheel,  in  due  time  carried  us  up.  Among  the 
passengers  was  an  emigrant  English  family  from  Canada,  who  landed 
at  a  log  house  in  the  woods.  I  was  invited,  at  the  Rapids,  to  take 
lodgings  with  Mr.  Lewis  Campeau,  the  proprietor  of  the  village. 
The  fall  of  Grand  River  here  creates  an  ample  water  power.  The 
surrounding  country  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  fertile  imagine 
able,  and  its  rise  to  wealth  and  populousness  must  be  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  time,  and  that  time  hurried  on  by  a  speed  that  is  astonish- 
ing. This  generation  will  hardly  bo  in  their  graves  before  it  will 
have  the  growth  and  improvements  which,  in  other  countries,  are 
the  results  of  centuries. 

bih.  I  this  day,  in  a  public  eouncil  at  the  court  house,  paid  the 
Indians  the  deferred  half  annuity  of  last  year  (1837)  in  silver 
coin,  and  afterwards  concluded  a  treaty  with  them,  modifying  the 
treaty  of  28th  March,  1886|  so  far  as  to  make  it  obligatory  on 


696  PHRSONAL  ICBICOIU. 

the  government  to  pay  their  annnities  here  instead  of  Michilimack- 
inack.  The  annuities  in  salt^  tobacco,  proyisions  and  goods, 
were  also  delivered  to  them  by  agents  appointed  for  the  purpose. 
They  expressed  themselves,  and  appeared  to  be  highly  gratified, 
with  the  just  fulfilment  of  every  treaty  obligation,  and  with  the  kind 
and  benevolent  policy  and  treatment  of  the  American  government. 

I  took  this  occasion  to  call  their  attention  to  the  murder  of  the. 
Glass  family  in  Ionia,  in  the  ttionth  of  March  last.  They  utterly 
disclaimed  it,  or  any  participation  of  any  kind  in  its  perpetration. 
They  agreed  to  send  delegates  west,  in  accordance«with  the  8th 
art.  of  the  treaty  of  '36,  to  explore  the  country  oh  the  sources  of 
the  Osage  River,  for  their  future  permanent  residence.  They  were 
well  content  with  their  teachers  and  missionaries  of  all  denomina- 
tions. The  Chief  Nawequageezhig,  in  particular,  spoke  with  a 
commanding  v6ice  and  just  appreciation  on  the  subject,  which 
evinced  no  ordinary  mental  elevation,  purpose  and  dignity. 

11th,  George  Bancroft,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  ip.  a  letter  of  this  date, 
observes:  "I  can  only  repeat,  what  before  I  have  urged  on  you, 
to  collect  all  the  materials  that  can  Ulustrate  the  language,  cha- 
racter and  origin  of  the  natives,  and  the  early  settlement  of  the 
French."  The  encouragement  I  receive  from  my  literary  and 
scientific  friends,  and  which  has  been  continued  these  many  years, 
is,  indeed,  of  a  character  which  is  calculated  to  stimulate  to  new 
exertions,  although  the  love  fer  such  exertions  pre-exists.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  shall  live  to  m^Me  use  of  the  materials  I  collect, 
or  that  I  have  the  capacity  to  digest  and  employ  them ;  butnf  not, 
they  may  be  useful  in  the  hands  of  other  laborers. 

16th.  Office  of  Indian  Afi'airs,  Miohilimackinack.  On  returning 
from  Grand  River,  I  observed  a  continuation  of  the  misrepresenta- 
tions begun  last  winter,  respecting  the  Indian  policy  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  Department.  A  ground  for  these  misconceptions,  and 
in  some  things,  perversions,  arose  from  the  goods*  offer  for  the  half 
annuity,  made  in  1837.  This  ofier  being  rejected  by  the  Michigan 
Indians,  was  renewed  to  those  of  Wisconsin,  and  accepted  by  the 
Menomonies  of  Green  Bay.  Traders  and  merchants  who  were 
expecting  the  usual  payments  of  cash  annuities  to  the  Indians, 
were  sorely  disappointed  by  finding  a  single  tribe  in  the  lake 
country  paid  in  merchandise.  The  policy  itself  was  a  bad  one, 
and  denoted  the  inexperience  and  consequent  unfitness  of  Mr. 
Carey  A.  Harris  for  the  post  of  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affiurs 


PBRSONAL  HBMOIBSf  597 

at  Washington.  I  anticipated  the  ^torm  it  would  raise  on  the 
.frontiers,  and,  when  the  project  was  transmitted  :to  me,  did  not 
attempt  to  influence  my  Indians  (the  Michigan  Indians)  to  accept 
or  reject  it,  but  left  it  entirely  to  their  own  judgments,  after  ap- 
pointing two  honest  men  to  show  the  goods  and  state  the  prices. 
A  less  impartial  course  appears  to  have  been  pursued  at  Green 
Bay,  where  this  policy  of  the  "goods  ofier"  of  1837  was  loudly 
called  in  question.  X  had  shielded  the  tribes  under  my  care  from 
it,  and  should  have  had  credit  for  it  from  all  honest  and  candid 
men,  but  finding  no  disposition  in  some  quarters  to  discriminate,  I 
immediately,  on  reaching  home,  sat  down  and  wrote  a  plain  and 
clear  statement  of  the  affair  for  the  public  press,  and  having  thus 
satisfied  my  sense  of  justice  and  truth,  left  others,  who  had  acted 
wholly  out. of  my  jurisdiction  and  influence,  to  vindicate  them*, 
selves.  J.  W.  Edmonds,  Esq.,  and  Maj.  John  Garland,  who  had 
been  chief  actors  in  the  matter,  did  so.  But  it  seemed  like  talk- 
ing against  a  whirlwind.  The  whole  action  of  this  oQer,  on  the 
Michigan  Indians,  was  to  postponej  by  their  own  consent^  the 
payment  of  the  half  annuity  in  coin  one  year; 

The  Grand  River  Indians  declined  to  come  to  Mackinack,  the 
place  specially  named  in  the  treaty,  to  receive  their  half  annuity, 
in  consequence  of  which,  it  was  not  practicable  to  send  it  to  them 
till  the  next  Spring.  I  paid  it  myself  on  the  5th  of  June,  1848, 
in  silver.  Yet  the  rumor  of  gross  injustice  to  the  Indians  only 
gained  force  as  it  spread.  The  Grand  River  memorialists  made 
"nuts"  of  it,  and  General  Jim  Wilson  wielded  it  for  my  benefit,  in 
his  classical  stump  speeches  in  New  Hampshire.  I  had  carefully 
shielded  my  Indians  from  a  cent's  loss,  yet  my  name  was  pitched  into 
the  general  condemnation,  like  the  thirteenth  biscuit  in  a  baker's 
dozen.     Nothing  rolls  up  so  fast  as  a  lie,  wheu  once  afloat.'*' 

*  Harris  felt  disobliged  by  ray  independence  of  action  respecting  the 
"  goods  offer."  He  had,  in  fact,  been  overreached  by  a  noted  commercial 
house,  who  dealt  heavily  in  Indian  goods  in  New  York,  who  sold  him  the 
goods  on  credit ;  but  who  actually  collected  the  tpecie  from  the  western  land  . 
offices,  on  pablio  drafts,  before  the  year  expitcd.  He  vented  this  pique  offi- 
cially, by  suspending  my  report  of  Oct.  18th,  1837,  on  the  debt  claims  against 
the  Indians,  finally  a J^mec^  powers  in  relation  to  them,  directly  subversive  of 
the  principles  of  the  treaty  of  March  28th,  1836,  which  had  been  negotiated 
by  me,  atid  referred  them  for  revision  to  a  more  supple  agent  of  his  wishes 
at  New  York,  who  bad  been  one  of  the  efficient  actors  in  the  V  goods  offer"  at 
Green  Bay,  WiBconsin,  ae  above  detailed. 
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CHAPTER   LXIII./. 

VUMiioiit — H«rd  times,  oonseqiMiit  tvn  pyw^peeiiktioifc-^Qoettioit  of  liie' ruis 

:  oif  the  Ukea— Scientific  ti^ecry— vTrip.ta  WfaluBgio&n-Trip  tQ  Iiftke  Sape- 

rior  aiid  the  Stnuts  of  St  Marj-^Joliii  Ta^iiei^— IndUiii  loipz^TeBienti 

'''  nortii  of  Michilioiackiback — Grei^l  caTe-*-Ielie  Nabiqaon^-^apentitioiii 

'[ .'ideas  of  tlie  Indians oonneoted  wilfi  females'  Soofeh royals— M<>Kenrie— 
iCBmate  of.  the  United  6tatep-r-foieign  eoins  ^d  .nalual'  hlshny — 
i- Antiqae  fox:!  in  Adams  Oonnty,  O^o-— Bojal  Soeietjr  A  KRnrflien^  Ami- 

'    qaariesr-Sta^.ti€!S  of  lands  pi^pliased  firpn  fbe  Indians- Son^^  adipss 

Obyemment pajqients.  /  ^  .  -  '      »v 

i  ■. «  .'   ' .  •  ■   "  -■  ■  - 

»      !•■  ■  ■  -S  .        ■ 

■r  1888.  JtcM  ISfA.  WI-Low&ib,  Eoq.,  Misaioiittry  Boonifi^  N.  T., 
fmnounces  the  lending  6f  ah  agent  to' explore  ihe  miasumaiy  field, 
i^ich  it  is  proposed  to-  occupj  by  tHe  Presbyterian  BoaiHl,  in  tbe 
region^  of  Ladce  Miebigan,  bespeidung  my  friendly  offieea  .io.flie 

agetit. 

The  plethora  of  snocesa  ifhich  has  animated  every  department 
of  life  and  business,  puffing  them  up  like  gas  in  a  balloon,  since 
about  '85  has  departed  ancl  left  the  fiscal  system  perfectly  flaccid 
and  lifeless.  The  rage  for  speculation  in  real  estate  bast  absorbed 
all  loose  cash,  and  the  country,  is  now  groaning  for  its  fast-locked 
cireulatifig  medium.  A  friend  at  Detroit  .^writes :  "With  fifty 
thousand  dollars  of  productive  re&l  estate  in  the  city,  and  as 
much  more  in  stocks  and  mortgages,  I  am  absolutely  in  want  of 
small  sums  to  pay  my  current  expenses,  and  to  rid  myself  of  the 
mortification  produced  by  this  feeling  I  am  prepared  to  make 
almost  any  sacrifice." 

27^A.  Received  a  communication  from  tl^e  chief  engineet  of  the 
New  York  canal  (Alfred  Barrett,  Esq.)  on  the  subject  of  the  rise 
of  water  in  the  lakes.  ^^  A  question  of  considerable  importance," 
ho  says,  "  has  arisen  in  our  State  Legislature,  in  relation  to  the 
rise  of  water  in  Lake  Erie.  The  lake  has  been  gradually  increas- 
ing in  its  height  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  has  gained  an  elevation 
of  four  feei  aboye  that  of  1826.     The  inhabitftnts  along  the 
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shores  of  the  lake  as  far  as  Detroit,  upon  both  sides,  and  many 
throughout  our  State,  have  been  led  to  attribute  this  increase  to 
the  erection  of  the  State  and  the  United  States  pier  at  the  outlet 
of  the  lake,  opposite  Black  Rock,  which  presents  an  obstruction 
to  the  action  of  the  river.  But  this  evidently  is  not  the  oaly 
cause  of  the  rise  of  the  lake,  for,  by  observation,  we  find  the 
Niagara  River  below  the  dam,  and  the  surface  of  Lake  Ontario,  to 
have  increased  in  the  same  ratio  in  the  ^ame  time.  Lake  Ontario 
is  four  feet  higher  than  it  wiois  in  1826. 

*'  Our  Legislature  has  called  for  information  on  the  subject.  And 
for  many  important  facts  we  shall  be  indebted  to  the  goodness  of 
persons  residing  or  acquainted  at  the  places  where  they  may  exist. 
The  canal  commissioners  of  the  State  have  desired  me  to  commu- 
nicate with  you,  desiring  such  data  as  you  may  have  in  your  po»- 
session  relevant  to  the  subject.  And  we  are  induced  to  trouble 
you  for  information  respecting  the  condition  of  the  water  in  Lake 
Superior  and  other  western  waters,  believicg  that  your  extensive 
acquaintance  and  close  observation  in  that  region  have  put  you 
in  possession  of  facts  which  will  enable  you  to  determine,  with  a 
degree  of  accuracy,  the  fluctuations  of  these  waters,  and  their 
present  increased  or  diminished  height,  as  well  as  to  trace  some 
of  the  causes  which  have  an  influence  in  producing  the  results  that 
are  experienced  in  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  lakes.*' 

This  rise  and  fall  is  found  to  be  concurrent;  in  volume  and  time 
in  the  whole  series  of  lake  basins,  and  is  noi  at  all  influenced  by 
artificial  constructions.  It  is  believed  to  be  dependent  on  the  an- 
nual fall  of  water,  on  the  water  sheds  of  the  lake  basins,  and  the 
comparative  evaporation  caused  by  the  annual  diffusion  of  solar 
heat  during  the  same  periods.  Nothing  less  than  the  accumula- 
tion of  f^cts  to  illustrate  these  general  laws^  for  considerable  pe- 
riods of  time,  will,  it  is  believed,  philosophically  account  for  tho 
phenomena.  Tables  of  solar  heat,  rain  guages,  and  scientific 
measures,  to  determine  the  fall  of  snow  over  the  large  continental 
era  of  the  whole  scries  of  basins,  are,  therefore,  the  scientific 
means  that  should  be  employed  before  we  can  theorize  properly. 
As  to  periodical  rises,  actually  observed',  they  are  believed  to  be 
the  very  measure  of  these  phenomena,  namely,  the  fall  of  atmo- 
spheric moisture,  and  the  concurrent  intensity  of  solar  heat  be- 
tween th&  unknovm  periods  of  the  rise. 
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The  fiactofttiond  in  Lftke  Midbigaa  tn^  the  Stwte  of  IfiehilimadE- 
jpiick  lury  dkpable  of  being  aecofuiited  if^oa  k  feparate  ihepi^i 
namely,  the  theory  of  klLe  ynp^,     J 

4t&  Juljf.  Letters  from  Deirptt  show  that  the  JiHolitical  agHt^tioBS 
r^eepecttng  Canada  stSl  continne.  One  correspondent  remarks : 
^^  The.fonrth  of  July  passed  off  here  .lrit)i  mbr^  cg^arent  patriotic 
feeling  than  I  have  ever  known  before.  '•  Canada  ia  stiH  across  the 
^riverrr-the  pai^rioU  hayo  not  yet  removed .  any  part  of  it ;  they 
are,  howerer,  still  busy.'*    . 

.Another  says:  ^.^Tio^es  look  tronble8QiBa^.hnt  I  am  in  hopes 
that  it  wi&!all  blow  over  imd  peace  continae,  whieh  riionld  be  the 
earnest  wish  of  every  Christian."  f  . 

2&d.'  PabUe^  bosihess  oaUiqg  me  to  lyaehingtov,:!  left  Hadd- 
naek  late  in.  June,  and,  pushing  day  and  night,  reached  that  city 
6n  the  d(fa  of.  Jiilj-  ^d.  day  of  my  arrival  was  a  hot  one,  an4, 
dqring  onr  temporary  st6p  in  the  cars  between  the. Belay  Hoiise 
an4  Bladensburg,  some  juckpbcket  eaised  me  of  my  pocket-book^ 
confaSning  a  treaetirfMiote  for  ti50,aboat  96O  in  bUls,  andanndxy 
papers;  The  mta  must  havci'been  a  genteel  akid  well-dresaed  fellowy 
for  I  conversed,  with  none  other,  andi  very  adroit  at  his  business. 
t  did  not  discover,  my  loss  lill  reaching  the  hotel,  and  all  inqniiy 
was  then  fruitless.  After  four  days  I  again  set  out  for  the  North 
in  an  immense  train  of  cars,  having  half  of  Congress  aboard,  as 
they  had  just  adjourned,  and  reached  Mackinack  about  the  tenth 
day's  travel.  This  was  a  toilsome  trip,  the  whole  journey  to  the 
seat'  of  government  and  back,  say  2,000  miles,  being  made  in 
some  twenty-five  days,,  all  stops  inclusive. 

&lst.  I  set  out  this  day  from  Mackinack  in  a  boat  for  Lake 
Superior  and  the  Straits  of  St  Mary,  for  the  purpose  of  estimat- 
ing the  value  of  the  Indian  improvements  North,  under  the  eighth 
art.  of  the  treaty  of  March  28th,  1836.  The  weather  being  fine, 
^nd  anticipating  no  high  winds  at  this  season,  I  determined,  as  a 
means  of  health  and  recreation,  to  take  Mrs.  S.  and  her  niece,  Julia, 
a  maid,  and  the  children  along,  having  tents  and  every  camping 
apparatus  to  make  the  trip  a  pleasant  one.  My  boat  was  one  of 
the  largest  and  best  of  those  usually  employed  in  the  trade,  man- 
ned with  seven  rowers  and  provided  with  a  mast  and  sails.  An 
awning  was  prepared  to  cover  the  centre-bar,  which  was  furnished 
with  seats  made  of  our  rol)ed-up  bed^.     Magazines^  a  spy-glass. 
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kc.j  kCj  served  to  while  away  the  time,  and  a  well-furnished  mess- 
basket  served  to  make  us  quite  easy  in  that  department.  At 
Sault  Si.  Marie  I  took  on  board  Mr.  Placidus  Ord  to  keep  the 
record  of  appraisements. 

While  here,  th$  notorious  John  Tanner,  who  had  been  on  very 
ill  terms  with  the  civilized  world  for  many  years — ifor  no  reason^ 
it  seems,  but  that  it  would  not  support  him  in  idleness. — this  man, 
whose  thoughts  were  bitter  and  suspicious  of  every  one,,  followed 
me  one  day  unperceived  into  a  canoe-house,  where  I  had  gone 
alone  to  inspect  a  newly-made  canoe.  He  began  to  talk  after  his 
manner,  when,  lifting  my  eyes  to  meet  lii§  glance,  I  saw  mischief 
evidently  in  their  cold,  malicious,  bandit  air,  and,  looking  him 
detertninedly  in  the  eyes,  instantly  raising  my  heavy  walkirig-cane, 
confronted,  him  with  the  declaration  of  his  secret  purpose  with  a 
degree  of  decision  of  tone  and  manner  which  caused  him  to  step 
back  out  of  the  open  door  and  leave  the  premises.  I  was  perfectly 
surprised  at  his  dastardly  movement,  for  I  had  supposed  him  ' 
before  to  be  a  brave  man,  and  I  heard  or  saw  no  more  of  him 
while  there.* 

Tanner  was  stolen  by  old  Kishkako,  the  Saginaw,  from  Kea- 
tucky,  when  he  was  a  boy  of  about  nine  years  old.     He  is  now 
a  gray-headed,  hard-featured  old  man,  whose  feelings  are  at  war 
with  every  one  on  earth,  white  and  red.     Every  attempt  to  melio- 
rate his  manners  and  Indian  notions,  has  failed.     Ho  has  invari- 
ably misapprehended  them,  and  is  more  suspicious,  revengeful,  and 
bad  tempered  than  any  Indian  I  ever  ki\ew.     Dr.  James,  who  made, 
by  the  way,  a  mere  pack-horse  of  Indian  opinions  of  him,  did  not 
suspect  his  fidelity,  and  put  many  things  in  his  narrative  which 
made  the  whites  about  St.  Mary's  call  him  an  old  liar.     This 
enraged  him  against  the  Doctor,  whom  he  threatened  to  kill.     Ho 
Lad  served  me  awhile  as  an  interpreter,  and,  while  thus  employed,, 
he  went  to  Detroit,  and  was  pleased  with  a  country  girl,  who  was 
a  chambermaid  at  old  Ben.  Woodworth's  hotel.     He  married  her^ 
l>ut,  after  having  one  child,  and  living  with  him  a  year,  she  was 
£lad  to  escape  with  life,  and,  under  the  plea  of  a  visit,  made  some 
arrangement  with  the  ladies  of  Fort  Brady  to  slip  off,  on  board. 

*  Eight  years  afterwards,  namely,  in  July,  1840,  this  lawless  yagabond 
waylaid  and  shot  my  brother  James,  having  concealed  himself  in  a  cedar 
-thicket. 


r 
■ 


802  PBEflOBfiL  ]II]C0XB9»  . 

*    .  ■  •  ■ 

(  nit  a  ves^elj  and  so  eladedbim.  *  |!l!lie  Iiegidatiiria  aftenraidB 
her  a  divorce,  '^e  b&medml9  for  ih<i  es^pe,  though  I  was  entirely 
^poorut  oTite  exeontidn;  and Icnew nothii^  of  it^  till.it  had  trans- 
tired/  .     .      * 
^' In  this  trip  to  the-  North,  I  called  on  this  In^KanB  to  iBhow  me 
their  old'fieldbs  ipid  gardens  at  eyerj  jK>intw 

It  was  foond  that  'therp  were  fight  geographical  handily  oonnst-^ 
iilig  ot  separate  ylUages,  living  on^the  c^ed*  tract.  .The  whok 
papulation  of  these  did  nOit  exc^bif  .by  a  dose  ootoiti  569  soidB^ 

.The  po{>i]lation'had  evidently  deteru>ral€!d  from  the  dayi  of  the 
IVench  and  Britis^^  mle,  when  game -was*  ah'ondant.    Thu  -  wito 

'  ihio  tradition  they  gave,  and  Was  proved  'By  the  comparatively 
iiagorilk  fields,'  not  now  in  cultivation  psSrtionlariy  at  Bortsgdni- 
se^,  at  various  pobts  on  the  StrutK  of  Sti/Hdy's,  an^  it  Grand 
. Islaiid  and  its  cosists  xm  Lake  Superior.       '  '         *' 

.  JTbey  <$«ltivate  chieflyi  the  potato,  "and  retire' in  ihe' spring  to 
cortiEhin  points,  where  the  Acer  ioeeharinuim  abounds,  and  all  rely 
oni  the  quantity  of  maple  SQgar  made.  This  is  eaten*  by  all,  and 
appears  to  have  a  fattening  effect^  particularly  on  'tiie  cbfldren. 
The  season  of  sugar-maKing  is  indeed  ji  sort  of  carnival,  at  which 
there  is  general  joy  ^  and  hilarity;  The  whole  number  of  acres 
found  in  cultivation  by  individuals,  was  125^  acr^s;  and  by  bands, 
and  in  common,  lOOf  acres,  which  would  give  an  average  of  a  little 
bver  ^  of  an  acre  per  soul.  Even  this  is  thought  high.  There 
were  1459  acres  of  old  fields,-  partly  run  up  in  brush.  There  were 
also  3162  aci'es  of  abandoned  village  sites,  where  not  a  soul  lived. 
I  counted  27'  dwellings  which  had  a  fixity,  and  nineteen  apple 
ti'ees  in  the  forest.  In  proportion  as  they  had  little,  they  set  a 
high  value  on  it,  and  insisted  on  showing  everything,  i^nd  they  gave 
me  a  good  deal  of  information.  The  whole  sum  appraised  to 
individuals  was  $8,428  25 ;  and  to  collective  bands,  $11,173  50. 

While  off  the  mural  coast  of  the  Pictured  Rocks,  the  lake  was 
pwfectly  calm,  and  the  wind  hushed.  I  directed  the  men  to  row 
in  to  the  cave  or  opening  of  the  part  wher6  the  water  has  made 
the  ijQOSt  striking  inroad  upon  the  solid  coast.  This  coast  is  a 
coarse  sandstone,  easily  disintegrated.  I  doubted  if  the  oarsmen 
could  enter  without  pulling  in  their  oars.  But  nothing  seemed 
easier  when  we  attempted  it.  They,  in  fact,  rowed  us,  in  a  few  mo- 
ments, masts  standing,  into  a  most  extraordinary  and  gigantic  cave. 
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under  the  loftiest  part  of  the  coast.  I  thought  of  the  rotunda  in  the 
Gapito]  at  Washington,  as  giving  some  idea  of  its  tastness,  but  no- 
thing of  its  dark  and  sombre  appearance,  its  vast  side  arches,  and 
the  singular  influence  of  the  light  beaming  in  from  the  open  lake.  I 
took  out  my  note-book  and  drew  a  sketch  of  this  very  unique  view.* 

The  next  day  the  calmness  continued  on  the  lake,  and  I  took  ad- 
vantage of  it  to  visit  the  dimly  seen  island  in  the  lake,  off  Presque 
Isle  and  Granite  Point,  called  Nabikwon  by  the  Indians,  from  the 
effects  of  mirage.  Its  deep  volcanic  chasms,  and  upheaved  rocks, 
tell  a  story  of  mighty  elemental  conflicts  in  the  season  of  storms; 
but  it  did  not  reward  me  with  much  in  the  way  of  natural  history, 
except  in  geological  specimens. 

Aug.  Ith.  The  Chippewas  have  some  strange  notions.  Articles 
which  have  been  stepped  over  by  iQdian  females  aire  considered 
unclean,  and  are  condemned  by  the  men.  Great  aversion  is  shown 
by  the  females  at  finding  hairs  drawn  out  by  the  comb,  which  they 
roll  up,  and,  making  a  hole  in  the  ashes,  bury. 

Indian  females  never  go  before  a  man :  they  never  walk  in  front 
in  the  path,  or  cross  in  front  of  the  place  where  a  sachem  is  sitting. 

A  man  will  never  eat  out  of  the  same  dish  with  a  woman.  The 
lodge-separation,  at  the  period  of  illness,  is  universally  observed, 
where  the  original  manners  have  not  been  broken  down.  If  she 
have  no  barks,  or  apukwas  to  make  a  separate  lodge,  a  mere  booth 
or  bower  of  branches  is  made  near  by. 

10th.  Mrs.  Deborah  Schoolcraft  Johnson  died  at  Albany,  aged 
fifty- four  years.  The  father  of  this  lady  (John  McKenzie,  usually, 
called  McKenny)  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  served  with  credit  in 
the  regiment  of  Royal  Highlanders,  before  the  Revolutionary  War, 
of  whose  movements  he  kept  a  journal.  He  was  present  during 
the  siege  of  Fort  Niagara,  in  1759,  witnessed  the  death  of  Gen. 
Prideau,  and  participated  in  the  capture  of  the  works,  under  Sir 
William  Johnson.  He  was  also  engaged  in  the  movements  of  Gen. 
Bradstreet,  to  relieve  the  fort  of  Detroit  from  the  hosts  brought 
against  it  by  Pontiac  and  his  confederates  three  or  four  years  after. 
He  settled,  after  the  war,  as  a  merchant  at  Anthony's  Nose,  on  the 
Mohawk,  where  he  was  surprised,  his  store  and  dwelling-house 
piUaged,  and  himself  scalped.     He  recovered  from  this,  as  the 

*  See  Ethnological  Researches,  vol.  i.,  plate  zliv. 
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blow  he  received  had  only  been  stunning,  and  the  copious  bleed- 
ing, as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  had  soon  restored  consciousness. 
'  He  then  i^ettled  at  Albany,  a  place  of  comparative  safety,  and 
devoted  himself  in  old  age  to  instruction.  He  left  a  numerous 
family.  His  son  John,  wha  embraced  the  medical  profession, 
became  a  distinguished  man  in  Washington  County  (N.  Y.), 
where  his  science,  as  a  practitioner,  and  his  talents  as  a  politi- 
cian, rendered  him  alike  eminent.  But  he  embraced  the  poli- 
tics of  Burr,  a  man  whose  talents  be  admired^  when  that  erra- 
tic man  ran  for  Governor  of  the  State,  and  shortly  after  died. 
Five  daughters  married  respectable  individuals  in  the  county,  all 
of  whom  have  left  families.  Of  such  threads  of  genealogy  is  the 
base  of  society  in  all  parts  of  America  composed.  One  of  her 
granddaughters,  now  living  in  Paris,  is  a  lady  entitled  to  respect, 
on  various  accounts.  Deborah,  whose  death  is  announced,  married 
in  early  life,  as  her  first  husband,  John,  Schoolcraft,  Jr.,  Esq.,  a 
most  gifted  son  of  one  of  the  actors  and  patriots  of  the  revolution 
— 3^  man  who  was  engaged  in  one  of  its  earliest  movements;  who 
shared  its  deepest  perils,  and  lived  long  to  enjoy  its  triumphs.  The 
early  death  of  this  object  of  her  choice,  induced  her  in  after  years 
to  contract  a  second  marriage  with  an  enterprising  son  of  Massachu- 
setts (B.  Johnson),  with  whom  she  migrated  to  Detroit.  Death 
here  again,  in  a  few  years,  left  her  free  to  rejoin  her  relatives  in 
Albany,  where,  at  last  at  case  in  her  temporal  affairs,  she  finally  fell 
a  victim  to  consumption,  at  a  not  very  advanced  age,  meeting  her 
death  with  the  calmness  and  preparedness  of  a  Christian. 


''  As  those  we  love  decay,  we  die  in  part.'' 

25th.  Beturned  to  Michiliniackinack,  at  a  quarter  past  one 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  from  my  trip  to  the  north,  for  the  appraisal  of  the 
Indian  improvements. 

31^^  According  to  observations  kept,  the  average  temperature 
of  the  month  of  August  (lat.  42^)  was  69.16  degrees.  Last  year 
the  average  temperature  of  the  same  month  was  sixty-five  degrees. 
The  average  temperature  of  the  entire  summer  of  1838  was  70.85; 
while  that  of  the  summer  of  1837  was  but  65.48.  Our  lakes  must 
sink  with  such  a  temperature,  if  the  comparative  degree  of  heat 
has  been  kept  up  in  the  upper  lakes  during  the  year. 
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Sept,  Ath.  Troops  arrive  at  Fort  Mackinack  to  attend  the  pay* 
ments.  . 

An  officer  of  the  army,  who  has  spent  a  year  or  so  in  Florida, 
and  has  just  returned  to  Michigan,  says :  ^^  I  have  seen  much  that 
was  well  worth  seeing,  am  much  wiser  than  I  was  before,  and  am 
all  the  better  contented  with  a  lot  midway  of  the  n)ap.  The  cli- 
mate of  Florida,  during  the  winter,  was  truly  delicious,  but  the 
summers,  a  part  of  one  of  which  I  saw  and  felt,  are  uncomfortable, 
perhaps  more  so  ^an  our  winters.  This  puts  the  scales  even,  if  it 
do  not  incline  the  balance  in  our  favor.  The  summer  annoyances  of 
insects,  &c.,  are  more  than  a  counterbalance  for  our  ice  and  snow, 
especially  when  we  can  rectify  their  influences  by  a  weH- warmed 
house.'* 

6<A.  A  literary  friend  in  Paris  writes:  ^^I  send  a  box  to  Detroit 
to-day,  to  the  address  of  Mr.  Trowbridge.  It  (contains,  for  you, 
upwards  of  200  coins,  among  which  is  one  Chinese,  and  the  rest 
Ancient.  You  must  busy  yourself  in  arranging  and  deciphering 
them.  I  send  you,  also,  some  specimens,  one  from  the  catacombs 
of  Paris,  others  from  the  great  excavations  of  Maestricht,  where 
Buoh  large  antediluvian  remains  have  been  found,  also  relics  from 
the  field  of  Waterloo.  The  petrifactions  are  from  Mount  Leba- 
non." 

Mr.  Palfrey  writes  in  relation  to^e  expected  notice  of  Stone's 
^  Brant,"  but  my  engagements  have  not  permitted  me  to  write  a 
line  on  the  subject. 

10^ A.  Dr.  John  Locke,  of  Ohio,  announces  the  discovery  in 
Adams  County,  in  that  State,  of  the  remains  of  an  antique  fort, 
supposed  to  be  600  years  old.  It  is  on  a  plateau  500  feet  above 
Brush  Creek,  and  is  estimated  at  800  to  1000  feet  above  the  Ohio 
at  low  water.  It  is  covered  by  soil,  forest,  and  trees.  Some  of 
the  trees  in  the  vicinity  are  twenty-one  feet  in  diameter.  He 
infers  the  age  from  a  largo  chestnut  in  the  enclosure.  His  data 
w^ould  give  A.  D.  1238,  as  the  date  of  the  abandonment.  We 
must  approach  the  subject  of  our  western  antiquities  with  great 
care"  and  not  allow  hasty  and  warm  fancies  to  run  away  with  us. 

\2th.  A  communication  from  Mr.  Rafu  informs  me  that  the 
Royal  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  have 
honored  me  by  enrolling  my  name  as  one  of  its  members. 

12th.  Congress  publishes  a  statement  submitted  by  the  Indian 
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Bareau,  showing,  1.  That  upwards  of  fifty  treaties  have  been  con- 
cluded with  various  tribes  since  Jan.  1, 1830,  for  their  removal  to 
the  west,  in  accordance  witl^  the  principles  of  the  organic  -act  of 
May  28th,  1830.  2.  That  by  these  treaties  109,-879,937  acres 
of  land  have  been  acquired.  3.  That  the  probable  value  of  this 
land  to  the  United  States  is  $137,349,946.  4.  That  the  total  cost 
of.  th^se  cessions,  including  the  various  ezpenses  of  carrying  the 
treaties  into  effect,  is  $70,059,505. 

ISth.  Major  Chancy  Bush,  Assistant  to  Maior  Garland,  the 
Disbursing  Agent,  arrives  with  funds  to  make  the  annuity  pay- 
ments. 

14f%.  The  Oherokees  West,  meet  in  general  council  to  consult 
on  their  affairs,  and  adopt  some  measures  preparatory  to  the  ar- 
rival of  the  eastern  body  of  the  nation.  John  Kidge,  a  chief  of 
note  of  the  Gherokees  West,  states,  that  this  meeting  is  entirely 
pacific— entirely  deliberative — and  by  no  means  of  a  hostile  cha- 
racter, as  has  been  falsely  reported. 

18th.  The  obscurity  which  attends  an  Indian's  power  of  ratio- 
cination may  be  judged  of  by  the  following  claim,  verbally  made 
to  me  and  supported  by  some  bit  of  writing,  this  day,  by  Gabriel 
Muccutapenais,  an  Ottawa  chief  of  L'Arbre  Croche.  He  states 
that,  at  one  time,  a  trader  took  from  him  forty  beaver&;  at  another, 
thirty  beavers  and  bears ;  at  another,  ten  beavers,  and  at  ano- 
ther, thirty  beavers,  and  four  carcasses  of  beavers,  for  all  which 
he  received  no  pay,  although  promised  it.  He  also  served  as  a 
clerk  or  sub-trader  for  a  merchant,  for  which  he  was  to  have  re- 
ceived $500,  and  never  received  a  cent.-  He  requests  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  pay  for  all  these  things.  On 
inquiry,  the  skins  were  hunted,  and  the  service  rendered,  and  the 
wrong  received  at  Athabasca  Lake,  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  Terri- 
tory, when  he  was  a  young  man.  He  is  now  about  sixty-six  years 
old. 

18^^  The  sun's  eclipse  took  place,  and  was  very  plainly  visibk 
to  the  naked  eye,  agreeably  to  the  calculation  for  its  commence- 
ment and  termination.  I  took  the  occasion  of  its  termination 
(four  o'clock,  fifty  minutes)  to  set  my  watch  by  astronomical 
time. 

18th.  The  Indian  payments  were  completed  by  Major  Bush  thii 
day.     These  payments  included  the  full  annuity  for  1838,  and 


PBESONAL  MBMOIKS. 


607 


the  deferred  half  annuity  for  1837,  making  a  total  of  J47,000, 
which  wa^  paid  in  coin  fer  capita. 

The  whole  number  of  Indians  on  the  pay  rolls  this  year  amounted 
to  4,872,  of  whom  1,197  were  in  the  Grand  River  Valley.  Last 
year  they  numbered,  in  all,  4,561,  denoting  an  increase  of  311, 
This  increase,  however,  is  partly  due  to  emigrations  from  the  south, 
and  partly  to  imperfect  counts  last  season,  and  but  partially  to  the 
increase  ^f  hirihi  over  deaths.  The  annuity  divided  $12  57  on  the 
North,  822  50  in  the  Middle,  or  Thunder  Bay  district,  and  %l\  50 
on  the  Southern  pay  list.  The  Indians  requested  that  these  per 
capita  divisions  might  be  equalized,  but  the  jberms  in  the  treaty 
itself  create  the  geographical  districts. 
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CHAPTER  LXIV. 

■      ■'  ■  ^ 

Descendant  of  one  spared  at  the  massacre  of  St  BartholoiheVs — Desth  of 
Gen.  Clarke — ^Massacre  of  Peurifoy's  family  in  Florida-^Oen.  Ilarrison's 

.  historical  discourse — Death  of  an  emigrant  on  board  It  steamboat — Murder 
of  an  Indian^History  of  Mackinack — ^Incidents  of  the  treaty  ^f  29th  July, 
1837 — Mr.  Fleming's  account  of  the  missionaries  leaying  Georgia,  and  of 
the  improvements  of  the  Indians  west — Death  of  Black  Hawk — ^Incidents 
of  his  life  and  character— Dreadful  cruelty  of  the  Pawnees  in  burning  a 
female  captive — Cherokee  emigration — Phrenology — Return  to  Detroit — 
University — Indian  affairs — Cherokee  removal — Indians  shot  at  Fort  Snel- 
ling. 

1838.  SeipU  20^%*  Count  Gastlensau,  a  French  gentleman  on 
his  travels  in  America,  brings  me  a  note  of  introduction  from  a  friend. 
I  was  impressed  with  his  suavity  of  manners,  and  the  interest  he 
'  manifested  in  natural  history,  and  furnished  him  some  of  our  charac- 
teriistic  northern  specimens  in  mineralogy.  I  understood  him  to  say, 
In  some  familiar  conversation,  that  he  was  the  descendant  of  a 
child  saved  accidentally  at  the  memorable  massacre  of  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's ;  and  supji^se,  of  course,  that  he  is  of  Protestant  parentage. 

21^.  The  St.  Louis  papers  are  dressed  iti  mourning,  on  account 
of  the  death  of  T}en.  William  Clarke. .  Few  men  have  acted  a  more 
distinguished  part  in  the  Indian  history  of  the  country^  He  was 
widely  known  and  respected  by  the  Indians  on  the  prairies,  who 
sent  in  their  delegations  to  him  with  all  the  pomp  and  pride  of  so 
many  eastern  Rajahs.  Gen.  Clarke  was,.  I  believe,  the  second  ter- 
ritorial governor  of  Missouri,  an  office  which  he  held  tintil  it  be- 
came a  state,  when  Congress  provided  the  office  of  Superintendent 
of  Indian  Affairs  for  him.  He  contributed  laiPgely,  by  his  enterprise 
and  knowledge,  to  the  prosperity  of  the  west.  The  expe^tion  which 
he  led,  in  conjunction  with  Capt.  Meriwether  Lewis,  across  the 
Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pacific^  in  1805  and  1806,'  first  opened 
the  way  to  the  consideration  of  its  resources  and  occupancy.  With- 
out that  expedition,  Oregon  would  have  been  a  foreign  province. 
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2ith^  Letters  from  Florida  indicate  the  war  with  the  Seminoles 
to  be  lingering,  without  reasonable  expectation  of  bringing  it  soon 
to  a  close.  Etha  Emathla,  however,  the  chief  of  the  Tallasees,  is 
daily  expected  to  come  in,  his  children  being  already  arrived,  and 
he  has  promised  to  bring  in  his  people. 

But  what  a  war  of  details,  which  are  harassing  to  the  troops, 
whose  action  is  paralyzed  in  a  maze  of  swamps  and  morasses ;  and 
how  many  scenes  has  it  given  birth  to  which  are  appalling  to  the 
heart !  A  recent  letter  from  a  Mr.  T.  D.  Peurifoy,  Superintendent 
of  the  Alachua  Mission,  describes  a  most  shocking  murder  in  his 
own  family,  communicated  to  him  at  first  by  letter: — 

"It  informed  me,*'  he  says,  "that  the  Indians  had  murdered  my 
family  !  I  set  out  for  home,  hoping  that  it  might  not  prove  as  bad 
as  the  letter  stated ;  but,  0  my  God,  it  is  even  worse !  My 
precious  children,  Corick,  Pierce  and  Elizabeth,  were  killed  and 
burned  up  in  the.  house.  My  dear  wife  was  stabbed,  shot,  and 
stamped,  seemingly  to  death,  in  the  yard.  But  after  the  wretches 
went  to  pack  up  their  plunder,  she  revived  and  crawled  off  from 
the  scene  of  death,  to  suffer  a  thousand  deaths  during  the  dreadful 
night  which  she  spent  alone  by  the  side  of  a  pond,  bleeding  at  four 
bullet  holes  and  more  than  half  a  dozen  stabs — three  deep  gashes 
to  the  bone  on  her  head  and  three  stabs  through  the  ribs,  besides 
a  number  of  small  cuts  and  bruises.  She  is  yet  living ;  and  0,  help 
me  to  pray  that  she  may  yet  live  !  My  negioes  lay  dead  all  about 
the  yard  and  woods,  and  my  everything  else  burned  to  ashes.'* 

Oct.  Ist,  Mr.  Palfrey,  Editor  of  the  North  American  Review^  re- 
quests me  (Sept.  20th)  to  notice  Gen.  Harrison's  late  discourse  on 
the  aboriginal  history,  delivered  before  the  Ohio  Ilistorical  Society. 
The  difhculty  in  all  these  cases  is  to  steer  clear  of  some  objectional 
theory.  To  the  General,  the  Delawares  have  appeared  to  play 
the  key-note.  But  it  has  not  fallen  to  his  lot,  while  bearing  a  dis- 
tinguished part  in  Indian  affairs  in  the  west,  to  examine  their 
ancient  history  with  much  attention. 

The  steamer  Madison  arrived  with  a  crowd  of  emigrants  for  the 
west,  one  of  whom  had  died  on  the  passage  from  Detroit.  It 
proved  to  be  a  young  man  named  Jesse  Cummings,  from  Groton, 
N.  H.,  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  that  place. 
Having  no  pastor,  I  conducted  the  religious  observance  of  the  fune* 
ndy  and  selected  a  spot  for  his  burial^  in  a  high  part  of  the  Presbyte- 
89 
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mlf  bnrial  gtonnclf  tQwards  the  a.  E;|  irhere -•  ffir  Ioo0» .«teiie§ 
tra  gstheted  to  mark  th«  place.    . ; 

2d.  WAtao^  a  chief,  BQnt  t<f  tell  me  that  an  Ottawa  Jnikx^ 
lahqaoadaim'tt  8on,  had  killed  «  Chipjtejra  called 'Debaiwiimg^  dT 
Mitiiietee- River.  Both  had  beetai-  drin&ingV  I  infonpe^  Un'  that . 
W  .Indian  kiSing  ah  Iffdian  on  Ajreeerre,  where  tjia  case  neovrted^ 
which  is  atill  .^Mndiah  counti^/^  .did  not  call  fkr  the  kiterpoeitiott 
idf;  mr  la#.  Onir  criminal  JncUtti  cede^r  which  u  4ilfcciivc^>*  appKee' 
^  ehl^.to  the  matiegrot  white  men  killed'  in  the  Indian  -eonntrf. 
So  that  jnetiioe  for  a  irtiite  ilian  and  an  Indwi  is  wmghed  i4  two 
eeaies.  , ).      ,  i;  i"    '•  ■.  ■ 

*:  '$d.  Ifrti.  llerese  gel^ndlery  a  daoghter  of  a  fbnner  hi(Aot  <rf  the 
H.'W.  Company  at  Maokisiack,  raited' the  office^.v  I  iiiqviired  her 
ag«.  9he  rejpl^  68^  which  wonU  give  tiie  year.  177^  tf  her  birth. 
Bbving.ljiTed  thrdngh  a  hisiiarical  eW of  innch  intereBt^tm't^ 
.  ialand^  fend  poeserting  her  facnltiea  iknmpairad,  I  i^trated  the  ¥ol- 
lomgiactt  from  her.  The  BritiBh  txvmmaiiding  oAtoeirB  remcftth 
beNd  byher were  Bindait,  Bobiaaon,'^  Doyla  -.  The  interpret* 
f  .  •       era  actjng  .nnder  them,  eit^ding  to  a  latw  period,  ifere  Gharlea' 

•Qtfthier,  Ikmott,  Gharles.^hahollj^^ 

interpreter  here  was  Hans,  a  hidtbreed,  and'  &ther  to  the  present 
chief  Ance,  of  Point  St.  Ignace.  His  father  had  been  a  Hoi* 
lander^  as  the  name  implies.  Longlade  was  the  interpreter  at  old 
Fort  Mackinack,  on  the  main,  at  the  massacre.  She  says  ehe  re- 
collects  the  transference  of  the  post  to  the  island.  If  so,  that 
event  could  not  have  happened,  so  as  to  be  recollected  by  her,  till 
about  1780.  Asken  went  along  with  the  British  troops  on  the 
final  surrender  of  the  island  to  tbe^  Americans  iii  1796,  and  re- 
tnme  d  inthe  surprise  and  taking  of  the  island  in  1812. 

5^A.  Finished  my  report  oh  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  March 
19th  respecting  the  interference  of  the  British  Indian  Department 
in  the  Indiai^  affairs  of  the  frontier.  The  treaty  of  Ghent  termi- 
nated the  war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  but 
it  did  n6t  terminate  the  feelings  and  spirit  with  which  thejndian 
tribes  had,  from  the  fall  of  their  French  power,  regarded  them. 

Mr.  Warren  (Lyman  M.],  of  La  Pointe,  Lake .  Superior,  visited 

the  office.    Having  been  long  a  trader  in  the  norths  atid  well 

^  acquainted  with  Indian  affairs  in  jthat  quarter,  I  took  occasion 

to  inquire  into'  the  circaioastanceB  of  -  the  cessim  of  the-  treaty 
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of  the  29th  of  July,  1837,  and  asked  him  why  it  was  that  so 
little  had  been  given  for  so  large  a  cession,  comprehending  the 
very  best  lands  of  the  Chippewas  in  the  Mississippi  Valley.  He 
detailed  a  series  of  petty  intrigues  by  the  St.  Peter's  agent,  who 
had  flat-tered  two  of  the  Pillager  chiefs,  and  loaded  them  wflh  new 
clothes  and  presents.  One  of  these,  Hole-in-the-Day,  came  down 
twenty  days  before  the  time.  The  Pillagers,  in  fact,  made  the 
treaty.  The  bands  of  the  St.  Croix  and  Chippewa  Rivers,  who 
really  lived  on  the  land  and  owned  it,  had,  in  effect,  no  voice. 
So  with  respect  to  the  La  Pointe  Indians.  He  stated  that  Oen. 
Dodge  really  knew  nothing  of  the  fertility  and  value  of  the  coun- 
try purchased,  having  never  set  foot  on  it.  Governor  Dodge 
thought  the  tract  chiefly  valuable  for  its  pine,  and  natural  mill- 
power  ^  and  there  was  no  one  to  undeceive  him.  He  had  been 
authorized  to  offer  $1,300 ;  but  the  Chippewas  managed  badly — 
tlfey  knew  nothing  of  thousands,  or  how  the  annuity  \>ould  divide 
among  so  many,  and  were,  in  fact,  cowed  down  by  the  braggadocia 
of  the  flattered  Pillager  war  chief,  •  Holc-in-the-Day. 

Mr.  Warren  stated  that  the  Lac  Courtorielle  band  had  not  united 
in  the  sale,  and  would  not  attend  the  payment  of  the  annuities; 
nor  would  the  St.  Croix  and  Lac  du  Flambeau  Indians.  He  said 
the  present  of  $19,000  would  not  exceed  a  breech-cloth  and  a  pair 
of  leggins  apiece.  I  have  not  the  means  of  testing  these  facts, 
but  have  the  highest  confidence  in  the  character,  sense  of  justice, 
and  good  natural  judgment  of  Gov.  Dodge.  He  may  have  been 
ill  advised  of  some  facts.  The  Pillagers  certainly  do  not,  I  think, 
as  a  band,  own  or  occupy  a  foot  of  the  soil  cast  of  the  Mississippi 
below  Sandy  Lake,  but  their  warlike  character  has  a  sensible  influ- 
ence on  those  tribes,  quite  down  to  the  St.  Croix  and  Chippewa 
Rivers.  The  sources  of  these  rivers  are  valuable  only  for  their 
pineries,  and  their  valleys  only  become  fertile  below  their  falls  and 
principal  rapids. 

From  Mr.  Warren's  statements,  the  sub-agencies  of  Crow-wing 
River  and  La  Pointe  have  been  improperly  divided  by  a  longitudi- 
nal instead  of  a  latitudinal  line,  by  whidh  it  happens  that  the  St^ 
Croix  and  Chippewa  River  Indians  are  required  to  travel  from  200 
to  350  miles  up  the  Mississippi,  by  all  it&  falls  and  rapids,  to  Crow- 
wing  River,  to  get  their  pay.  The  chief,  Hole-iu-the-Day,  referred 
to,  was  one  of  the  most  hardened,  blood-thirsty  wretches  of  whom 
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I  have  ever  heard.  Mr.  Aitkin^  the  elder,  told  me  that  having 
once  surprised  and  killed  a  Sioux  family,  the  fellow  picked  up  a 
little  girl,  who  had  fled  from  the  lodge,  and  pitched  her  into  the 
Mississippi.  The  current  bore  her  against  a  point  of  land.  See- 
ing it,  the  hardened  wretch  ran  down  and  again  pushed  her  in. 

8th.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Fleming  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dougherty  arrived 
as  missionaries  under  the  Presbyterian  Board  at  New  York.  Mr. 
Fleming  stated  that  he  had  been  one  of  the  expelled  missionaries 
from  the  Creek  country,  Georgia.  That  he  had  labored  four  years 
there,  under  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners,  and  had  learned 
the  Creek  language  so  as  to  preach  in  it,  by  first  writing  his  dis- 
course. The  order  to  have  the  missionaries  quit  the  Creek  country 
was  given  by  Capt.  Armstrong  (now  Act.  Supt.  Western  Territory), 
who  then  lived  at  the  Choctaw  agency,  sixty  miles  off,  and  was 
sudden  and  unexpected.  He  went  to  see  him  for  the  purpose  of 
refuting  the  charges,  but  found  Gen.  Arbuckle  there,  as  acting 
agent,  who  told  him  that,  in  Capt.  Armstrong's  absence,  he  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  enforce  the  order. 

Mr.  Fleming  said  that  he  had  since  been  in  the  Indian  country, 
iprest,  in  the  region  of  the  Osage,  &c.,  and  spoke  highly  in  favor  of 
the  fertility  of  the  country,  and  the  advanced  state  of  the  Indians 
who  had  emigrated.  lie  said  the  belt  of  country  immediately 
west  of  Missouri  State  line,  was  decidedly  the  richest  in  point  of 
natural  fertility  in  the  region.  That  there  was  considerable  wood 
on  the  streams,  and  of  an  excellent  kind,  namely :  hickcMy,  hack- 
berry,  Cottonwood,  cypress,  with  blackjack  on  the  hills,  which  made 
excellent  firewood. 

As  an  instance  of  the  improvement  made  by  the  Indians  in  their 
removal,  he  said  that  the  first  party  of  Creeks  who  went  west, 
immediately  after  Mackintosh's  Treaty,  were  the  most  degraded 
Indians  in  Georgia;  but  that  recently,  on  the  arrival  of  the  large 
body  of  Creeks  at  the  west,  they  found  their  brethren  in  the  pos- 
session of  every  comfort,  and  decidedly  superior  to  them.  He  said 
that  the  Maumee  Ottawas,  so  besotted  in  their  habits  on  leaving 
Ohio,  had  already  improved ;  were  planting ;  had  given  up  drink, 
and  listened  to  teachers  of  the  Gospel.  lie  spoke  of  the  Shawnese 
as  being  in  a  state  of  enviable  advancement,  &c. 

11th,  First  frost  at  Mackiuack  for  the  season. 

A  friend  at  Detroit  writes :  "  The  Rev.  Mr.  Duffield  (called  as 
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pastor  here)  preached  last  Sabbath.  In  the  mornings  when  he 
finished,  there  was  scarce  a  dry  eye  in  the  house.  He  excels  in 
the  pathetic — his  voice  and  whole  manner  being  suited  to  that  style. 
He  is  clear-headed,  and  has  considerable  power  of  illustration, 
though  different  from  Mr.  Gleaveland.  I  like  him  much  on  first 
hearing." 

13^1.  Finished  grading  and  planting  trees  in  front  of  the  dor- 
mitory. 

12th.  The  loioa  Q-azette  mentions  the  death  of  Black  Hawk,  who. 
was  buried,  agreeably  to  his  own  request,  by  being  placed  on  the 
surface  of  the  earth,  in  a  sitting  posture,  with  his  cane  cleuched 
in  his  hands.  His  body  was  then  enclosed  with  palings,  and  the 
earth  filled  in.  This  is  said  to  be  the  method  in  which  Sac  chiefs 
are  usually  buried.  The  spectacle  of  his  sepulchre  '^as  witnessed 
by  many  persons  who  were  anxious  to  witness  the  last  resting  place 
of  a  man  who  had  made  so  much  noise  and  disturbance. 

He  was  71  years  of  age,  having,  by  his  own  account,  published 
in  1833,  been  born  in  the  Sac  village  on  Rock  River,  in  1767 — the 
year  of  the  death  of  Pontiac.  In  his  indomitable  enmity  to  the 
{American  type  of  the)  Anglo-Saxon  race,  he  was  animated  with  the 
spirit  of  this  celebrated  chief,  and  had  some  of  his  powers  of  con^^ 
bination.  His  strong  predilections  for  the  British  Government 
were  undoiibtedly  fostered  by  the  annual  visits  of  his  tribe  to  the 
depot  of  Maiden.  His  denial  of  the  authority  of  the  men  who, 
in  1804,  sold  the  Sac  and  Fox  country,  east  of  the  Mississippi, 
may  have  had  the  sanction  of  his  own  judgment,  but  without  it  he 
would  have  found  it  no  diipcult  matter  to  hatch  up  a  cause  of  war 
with  the  United  States.  That  war  seems  to  have  been  brooded  oyer 
many  years:  it  had  been  the  subject  of  innumerable  war  messages 
to  the  various  tribes,  a  large  number  of  whom  had  favored  his 
views.  And  when  it  broke  out  in  the  spring  of  1882,  the  sudden- 
ness of  the  movement,  the  great  cruelties  of  the  onset,  and  the 
comparatively  defenceless  state  of  the  frontier,  gave  it  all  its  alarm- 
ing power.  As  soon  as  the  army  could  be  got  to  the  frontiers,  and 
the  Indian  force  brought  to  action,  the  contest  was  over.  The 
battle  of  the  Badaxo  annihilated  his  forces,  and  he  was  carried  a 
prisoner  to  Washington.  But  he  was  more  to  be  respected  and 
pitied  than  blamed.  His  errors  were  the  result  of  ignorance,  and 
none  of  the  cruelties  of  the  war  were  directly  chargeable  to  him. 
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He  was  honest  in  his  belief — honest  in  the  opinion  that  the  coantry 
east  of  the  Mississippi  had  been  unjustly  wrested  from  him^  and 
there  is  no  doubt  but  the  trespasses  and  injuries  received  f^om  the 
reckless  frontier  emigrants  were  of  a  character  that  provoked  retali- 
ation. He  has  been  compared,  in  some  things,  to  Pontiac.  Like 
him,  he  sought  to  restore  his  people  to  a  position  and  right«,  which 
he  did  not  perceive  were  inevitably  lost.  He  possessed  a  degree  of 
intellectual  vigor  and  decision  of  character  far  beyond  the  mass, 
and  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  principal  minds  of  the  Indians 
of  the  first  half  of  the  19th  century. 

15th.  A  letter  of  this  date  from  Council  Bluffs,  describes  a 
most  shocking  and  tragic  death  of  a  Sioux  girl,  of  only  fourteen 
years  of  age,  who  was  sacrificed  to  the  spirit  of  com,  by  the  Paw- 
nees, on  the  22d  of  February  last.  For  this  purpose  she  was 
place4  on  a  fbot-rest,  between  two  trees,  about  two  feet  apart,  and 
raised  above  the  ground,  just  high  enough  to  ha  vie  a  torturing  fire 
built  under  her  feet.  Here  she  was  held  by  two  warriors,  who 
mounted  the  rest  beside  her,  and. who  applied  lighted  splinters 
under  her  arms.  At  a  given  signal  a  hundred  arrows  were  let  fly, 
and  her  whole  body  was  pierced.  These  were  immediately  with- 
drawn, and  her  flesh  cut  from  her  bones  in  small  pieces,  which 
were  put  into  baskets,  and  carried  into  the  oorn-field,  where  the 
grain  was  being  planted,  and  the  blood  squeezed  out  in  each  hill. 

Cherokee  Emigration. — A  letter  from  Gen.  Scott  of  this  date, 
to  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  states  that,  of  the  two  parties  of 
Cherokees,  or  those  who  are  for  and  against  the  treaty  of  New 
Echota,  only  about  five  hundred  (including  three  hundred  and 
seventy-sixty  Creeks)  remain  east  of  .the  Mississippi,  and  of  the 
antics  a  little  over  five  thousand  souls.  About  two  thousand  five 
hundred  of  these  had  been  emigrated  in  June,- when  the  emigration 
was  suspended  on  account  of  sickness.  An  arrangement  was 
made  in  the  month  of  September,  by  which  John  Ross  was,  in 
effect,  constituted  the  contractor  for  the  removal  of  the  remainder 
(twelve  thousand  five  hundred)  of  his  people. 

16th.  Mr.  J.  Toulmin  Smith,  the  phrenologist,  of  Boston,  writes: 
^'I  perfectly  concur  with  you  in  your  remarks  on  the  mbior  de- 
tails of  phrenology.  They  have  hitherto  been  loose  and  vague, 
but  though  at  first  sight  they  seem  minoTy  they  will  be  found,  in 
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truth,  of  great  importance  to  the  thorough  elucidation  and  applica- 
tion of  the  subject. 

^^  The  Indian  tribes  do,  indeed,  present  most  interesting  subjects 
for  examination,  and  it  is  an  anxious  wish  of  mj  mind  to  be  able 
to  examine  them  thoroughly  (per  crania),  and  also  to  compare 
them  with  the  crania  found  in  their  ancient  burial-places,  supposed 
to  be  the  remnants  of  an  anterior  race.  Not  only  will  this  throw 
light  on  their  history,  but  it  will  do  so  al&o  on  those  ^  minor'  but 
most  interesting  points,  to  the  elucidation  of  which  my  attention 
has  been,  and  is  .particularly  directed.  I  should  be  exceedingly 
happy  to  be  able  to  compare  also  one  or  two  female  Indian  skulls* 
with  the  males  of  the  same  tribe.  The  females,  I  presume,  may 
be  easily  recognized  phrenologically ;  it  may  be  done  with  facility 
by  the  large  philoprogenitiveness,  and  the  smaller  general  size  of 
the  head." 

22(2.  Rumor  says  that  Mr.  Harris,  Com.  Indian  Affairs,  had  en- 
tered into  land  speculations  in  Arkansas,  which  led  Mr.  Van  Buren 
to  call  for  a  report,  which,  being  made,  the  President  returned  it 
with  the  pithy  and  laconic  endorsement  **  unsatisfactory,"  where- 
upon Mr.  II.  tendered  his  resignation.  Rumor  also  says,  that  Mr. 
T.  Hartley  Crawford,  of  Pennsylvania,  is  appointed  in  his  steiad. 
This  gentleman  is  represented  to  be  a  person  of  some  ability ;  an 
old  black-letter  lawyer,  but  a  man  who  is  apt  to  lose  sight  of  main 
questions  in  the  search  after  technicalities.  They  say  he  is  rery 
opinionated  and  dogmatical;  personally  unacquainted  with  the 
character  of  the  Indians,  and  the  geography  of  the  western  coun- 
try, and  not  likely,  therefore,  to  be  very  ready  or  practical  in  the 
administrative  duties  of  the  office.  Time  must  test  this,  and  time 
sometimes  agreeably  disappoints  us. 

29th.  I  reached  Detroit  this  day,  with  my  'family,  in  the  new 
steamer  ^^  Illinois,"  having  had  a  pleasant  passage,  for  the  season, 
from  Mackinack.  The  style  of  the  lake  steamboats  is  greatly  im- 
proved within  the  last  few  years,  and  one  of  the  first-class  boats 
bears  no  slight  resemblance  to  a  floating  parlor,  where  every  atten- 
tion and  comfort  is  promptly  provided.  He  must  bo  fastidious,  in- 
deed, who  is  not  pleased^ 

81st.  Col.  Whiting  called  at  my  office  to  get  the  loan  of  an 
elementary  work  on  conchology.  Dr.  Pitcher  stated  that  the 
Board  of  Regents  of  the  University  of  Michigan  had  adopted  a 
pkn  of  buildings  to  be  erected  at  Ann  Arbor.    Four  Saginaw 


■*'^^ 


I 


■«■ 


r. 


• 


P. 


9](ff  tpMOH tt  MSIIOlli. 

•        •  •  ■•■•■**  . 

4degal^.«rch  sent  in  by  .Ogema  Eegido,  to  mtutm  ik»,  tinie  andl 
placQ  of  thjDv^  annuity  payments.^  -r.    .. 

JSTait.  4M.  The  Regents  of  the  tJmv^irAtyAdji^ 
mAtdigmn  respctcting  the  eftabliahmenft  of  ^blruigheB  in  the  Miintii% 
irhiok  are  apprehended  to  belrathor.in  ^dvanoia.of  th^mtfaw;  Ifft 
the  meaaore  ii eta^jl  to  be  popidar.     *  !•  .>.^ 

'  .8<L  Mr.Jaxnee  t^kwrenoe  ^choolprafti  the  acting  'agent  pf  ]|t> 
fliatf  jAfiun  ai  Michil^aekinack,  vritea  ^eiyeoting  the  additionil 
j(daim  of  "the  eatate^of  Jphn  Johnaton,'  an  X^ah  gentleman^  of ' t^ 
q»per  ooniii^^  whose  name,  ia  mentioned  ia  a»pipor  pmrt  of  ibeae 
Meiioirs :  ^^  I  haTO  looked  ov^  tl^s.  oici  ,bck)&s«bdoDipng  to  tfce*ea- 
tate^  and  find  the  f<41owing  result  i^nm  the.most  ordeal  ^xacmiM^im* 
;  .^-WiUiam's  Mconnt  of  tiie  beaver  skins  dnewaa'7,2&l.  -Mr.  Bd-. 
vends'  Moonnt  was  4,318. .  My  own  6,()48.  Wifliain'a  aooMUii^ 
exceecfed  mine  1,178...  Mine  exceeds  Mr.  Edmonds'  1,780^.  Ip 
my  a€<)pnnt  I  have  oast  ont  all  debts  (or.  Qkpis)  aharged  &r  liqim. 
WiUiaadidn6t!   Mif.Sd^^^  .^        v' 

^^  jt  foand  an  the  books  but  one  in  the  box^  ^oh  <m^,  moclst^Bg 
to, William's  aoeG|nnt,icpntyhed.*fi7e  .^andred'and  -^Lttj  ^akxoa. 
From  tiiese  five  bandi:ed  ^id^ty,  I  made  49dactioiia  oen^sq^end^ 
sbg  with  the  ddns  found  to  be  charged'  in  aH  the  other  books,  4^ 
that  the  difference  can  be  but  very  trifling,  and,  by  the  liberal  dis- 
count made,  I  think,  will  be  in  favor  of  the  claim. 

'*  The  account  stands  thus : — 
Due  6,043  beavers  at  $4         .  .        .        ,  (24,172  00 

Average  loss  on  four  years'  trade,  from  1818  to  1816, 

at  92,014  per  annum  .        .        .        .        .       8,056  00 

Add:— 
Item  2  as  allowed  in  1836     ..        .        96,040  00 
'«    6  «         "  .        .  9^192  00 

"7  "         "  .        .  1,141  00 

"8  "         "  .        .  44  90      10,884  72 


S42  612  72 
Allowed  in  1836         ..        .        .        .  .32,'436  72 


910,176  00 

"Books  are  shown  from  1816  to  1828,  a  period  of  twelve  years; 
consequently  twelve  divided  into  24,172  will  give  the  average  losa 
for  the  fouryears'  trade,  fpjr  which  no  books  are  ehipwn.    Mi.  Bd- 
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mends  made  an  error  in  computing  the  number  of  skins  due  ;  the 
other  difference  was,  of  course,  in  consequence.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  Mr.  E.  was  prejudiced  against  the  claim,  as  I  cannot  sec  how 
he  could  so  much  reduce  the  number  of  skins  due."^ 

Gth,  The  Rev.  Mr.  Potter,  a  missionary  for  sixteen  years  among 
the  Gherokees,  called  and  introduced  himself  to  me.  He  said  that 
he  thought  the  Gherokees  had  received  enough  for  their  lands ;  that 
they  were  peaceably  emigrating  west,  but  had  been  delayed  by  low 
i^ater  in  the  streams.  While  thus  waiting,  about  five  hundred  per 
sons  had  died. 

This  gentleman  had  been  stationed  at  Greek  Path,  where  th^ 
morally  celebrated  Gatherine  Brown  and  her  brother  and  parents 
lived.  While  there,  he  had  a  church  of  about  sixty  members,  and 
thinks  they  exhibited  as  good  evidences  of  Ghristianity  as  the  same 
number  of  whites  would  do.  He  speaks  in  raptures  of  the  country 
this  people  are  living  in,  and  are  now  em^rating  from,  in  the  Cum- 
berland  Mountains,  as  full  of  springs,  a  region  of  great  salubrity, 
fertility,  and  picturesque  beauty.  Says  a  portion  of  the  country, 
to  which  they  are  embarking  west,  is  also  fertile. 

Florida,  the  papers  of  this  date  tell  us,  is  now  free  from  Indians. 
This  can  only  be  strictly  true  of  the  towns  on  the  Apalachicola,  &c. 
The  majority  of  them  are  doubtless  gone. 

A  Wyandot,  of  Michigan,  named  Thomas  Short,  complains  th«t 
his  lands,  at  Flat  Rock,  are  overflowed  by  raising  a  mill-dam. 
Dispatched  a  special  agent  to  inquire  into  and  remedy  this  tres- 
pass. 

The  Swan  Greeks  complain  that  a  Frenchman,  named  Yaks,  having 
been  permitted  to  live  in  one  of  their  houses  at  Salt  River,  on  rent, 
refuses  to  leave  it,  intending  to  set  up  a  pre-emption  right  to  the. 
lands.  I  replied,  ^^  That  is  a  matter  I  will  inquire  into.  But  you 
have  ceded  the  land  without  stipulating  for  improvements,  and  can- 
not prevent  pre-emptions." 

7tJi.  I  received  instructions  from  Washington,  dated  29th  Oct., 
to  draw  requisitions  in  favor  of  the  Ottawas  and  Ghippewas,  for 
the  amounts  awarded  for  their  public  improvements  in  the  lower 
peninsula,  agreeably  to  the  estimates  of  Messrs.  MacDonnel  and 
Glarke,  under  the  treaty  of  March  28th,  1836. 

Eshtonaquot  (Glcar  Sky),  principal  chief  of  the  Swan  Greeks, 
states  that  his  people  will  be  ready  to  remove  to  their  location  on 
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the  Osage,  by  tlie  middle  of  next  summer.  He  states  that  his 
brother-in-law,  an  Indian,  living  at  River  Au  Sabledy  in  Upper 
Canada,  reports  that  a  large  number  of  Potawattomies  have  fled  to 
that  province  from  Illinois ;  and  that  many  of  the  Grand  River 
Ottawas,  during  the  past  summer,  visited  the  Manitoulines,  and 
gave  in  their  names  to  migrate  thither.  Little  reliance  can  be 
placed  on  this  information.  Besides,  the  government  does  not  pro- 
pose to  hinder  the  movements  of  the  Indians. 

Maj.  Garland  states  that  he  was  present,  a  few  years  ago,  at 
Fort  Snelling,  Upper  Mississippi,  at  the  time  the  friacas  occurred 
in  which  the  Sioux  fired  on  the  Chippewas  and  killed  four  of  their 
number.  Col.  Snelling  exhibited  the  greatest  decision  of  character 
on  this  occasion.  He  immediately  put  the  garrison  under  arms,  and 
seized  four  Sioux,  and  put  them  in  hold  till  their  tribe  should  sur- 
render the  real  murderers.  Next  day  the  demand  was  complied 
with,  by  the  delivery  of  two  men,  to  replace  two  of  the  four  host- 
ages, the  other  two  of  the  prisoners  being,  by  hap,  the  murderers. 
The  Indian  agent  vacillated  as  to  the  course  to  be  adopted.  Col. 
Snelling  said  that  ho  would  take  the.  responsibility  of  acting.  He 
then  turned  the  aggressors  over  to  the  Chippewas,  saying :  "  Punish 
them  according  to  your  law;  and,  if  you  do  not,  I  will.''  The 
Chippewas  selected  nine  of  their  party  as  executioners.  They  then 
told  the  prisoners  to  run,  and  shot  them  down  as  they  fled.  Two 
were  shot  on  the  very  day  after  the  murder,  and  two  the  following 
day,  when  they  were  brought  in.  One  of  the  latter  was  a  fine, 
bold,  tall  young  fellow,  who,  having,  hold  of  the  other  prisoner's 
hand,  observed  him  to  tremble.  He  instantly  threw  his  hand  loose 
from  him,  declaring  '^  that  he  was  ashamed  of  being  made  to  suffer 
.wi^h  a  coward." 

8th.  Col.  Whiting  exhibited  to  me,  at  his  office,  several  bound 
▼olumes  of  MSS.,  being  the  orderly  book  of  his  father,  an  adju- 
tant in  a  regiment  of  Massachusetts  Continentals,  during  the  great 
struggle  of  1776.  Many  of  the  orders  of  Gen.  Washington  show 
the  exact  care  and  knowledge  of  details,  which  went  to  make  up 
a  part  of  his  military  reputation. 

12th.  Texas  is  involved  in  troubles  with  fierce  and  intractable 
bands  of  Indians.  Among  these  the  Camanches  are  prominent, 
who  have  shown  themselves,  in  force,  near  Bexar,  and  in  a  conflict 
lulled  ten  Americans  with  arrows.  - 
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CHAPTER   LXV. 

Embark  for  New  York — A  glimpcie  of  Texan  affairs — Toltecan  monuments — 
Indian  population  of  Texas — Horrible  effects  of  drinking  ardent  spirits 
among  the  Indians — DTr.  Gallatin — His  opinions  on  Tarious  suljects  of 
philosophy  and  history — Visit  to  the  South — Philadelphia — ^Washington — 
Indian  afihirs — Debt  claim — Leave  to  visit  Europe— Question  of  neutrality 
— Mr.  Van  Buren— ^American  imaginative  literature — Knickerbocker — R^ 
8'um6  of  the  Indifm  question  of  sovereignty. 

1838.  Nov.  14^A.  I  embarked  in  a  steamer,  with  my  family,  for 
New  York,  having  the  double  object  of  placing  my  children  at 
eligible  boarding-schools,  and  seeking  the  renovation  of  Mrs.  S.'s 
health.  The  season  being  boisterous,  we  ran  along  shore  from 
river  to  river,  putting  in  and  putting  out,  in  nautical  phrase,  as 
we  could.  On  the  way,  scarlatina  developed  itself  in  my  daughter. 
Fortunately  a  Dr.  Hume  was  among  the  passengers,  by  whose 
timely  remedies  the  case  was  successfully  treated,  and  a  tempo- 
rary stop  at  Buffalo  enabled  us  to  pursue  our  way  down  the  oanaL 
Ice  and  frost  were  now  the  cause  of  apprehension,  and  our  canal 
packet  was  at  length  frozen  in,  when  reaching  the  vicinity  of  Utica, 
which  we  entered  in  sleighs.  In  conversation  on  board  the  packet 
boat  on  the  canal,  Mr.  Thomas  Borden,  of  Buffalo  Bayou,  Texas, 
stated  that  there  is  a  mistake  in  the  current  report  of  the  Camapche 
Indians  being  about  to  join  the  Mexicans.  They  are,  perhaps,  in 
league  with  the  Spaniards  of  Nacogdoches,  who  now  cry  out  for 
the  federal  constitution  of  1824;  but  there  is  no  coalition  between 
them  and  the  Mexicans.  Lamar  is  elected  president,  the  popula- 
tion has  greatly  increased  within  the  last  year,  customs  are  col- 
lected, taxes  paid,  and  a  revenue  raised  to  support  the  government. 
Mr.  Borden  said,  he  was  one  of  the  original  three  hundred  families 
who  went  to  Texas,  with  my  early  friend  Stephen  F.  Austip,  Esq., 
the  founder  of  Texas,  of  whom  he  spoke  highly. 

"Hurry**  was  the  word  on  all  parts  of  our  route;  but,  after 
reaching  the  Hudson,  we  felt  more  at  ease,  and  we  reached  New 


620  PERSONAL  MEM0IB8. 

York  and  got  into  lodgings,  on  the  evening  of  the  24tli  (Nov.). 
The  next  day  was  celehrated,  to  the  joy  of  the  children,  iEts  "Eva- 
cuation Day,"  by  a  brilliant  display  of  the  military,  our  windows 
overlooking  the  Park,  which  was  the  focus  of  this  turnout. 

28^/*.  In  conversation  with  the  Rev.  Henry  Dwight,  of  Geneva, 
he  made  some  pertinent  remarks  on  the  Toltecan  monupients,  and 
the  skill  of  this  ancient  people  in  architecture,  in  connection  with 
some  specimens  of  antiquities  just  deposited  in  the  New  York  His- 
torical Society.  This  nation  had  not  only  preceded  the  Aztecs  in 
time,  as  is  very  clearly  shown  by  the  traditions  of  the  latter,  but 
also,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  in  knowledge. 

29th.  Texas  papers  contain  the  following  statistics  of  the  Indian 
popiilation  of  that  Republic,  of  whom  it  is  estimated  that  there 
may  be  20,000.  "The  different  tribes  known  as  wild  Iifdians, 
comprise  about  24,000,  west  and  south-west.  There  are  on  the 
north  ten  tribes,  known  as  the  *  Ten  United  Bands,'  between  the 
Trinity  and  Red  River,  numbering  between  3  and  4000.  Of 
these  latter  tribes,  three  are  said  to  have  wandered  off  beyond 
the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Of  the  Comanceij 
nearly  one-half  of  the  Indians  known  by  that  name  are,  and  have 
always  been,  withouJt  the  limits,  and  press  upon  the  tribes  of  New 
Mexico.  In  all  it  appears  that  we  have  within  the  limits  of  Texas, 
an  Indian  population  of  20,000 — of  whom  one-fifth  may  be  ac- 
counted warriors.  There  are  one  or  two  remnants  of  tribes  (per- 
haps not  more  than  fifty  in  number)  living  within  the  settlements 
of  the  whites,  whom  they  supply  with  venison,  and  in  that  way 
support  themselves. 

^'Some  of  these  tribes  are  the  hereditary  enemies  of  Mexico, 
who  has  nevertheless  furnished  them  with  arms  and  ammunition, 
in  the  hope  of  inciting  them  against  our  people,  at  a  risk  to  her 
own.  If,  looking  beyond,  our  borders,  we  turn  our  eyes  to  the 
north,  we  behold  within  striking  distance  of  the  United  States 
frontier  on  the  north-west,  an  indigenous  Indian  population  of 
150,000,  and  on  their  western  frontier  46,000;  in  all  between  2 
and  300,000  Indians  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States— ^ 
against  whom,  were  they  to  combine,  they  could  at  any  moment 
direct  a  war  force  of  60,000  men." 

These  popular  estimates,  may  serve  the  purpose  of  general  com- 
parison, but  require  some  considerable  abatements.     There  is  a 
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tendency  to  estimate  the  numbers  of  Indian  tribes  like  those  of 
flocks  of  birds  and  schools  of  fish.  We  soon  get  into  thousands, 
and  where  the  theme  is  guessing,  thousands  are  soon  added  to 
thousands. 

Dec,  4th,  James  L.  Schoolcraft  of  Michilimackinack,  in  a  letter 
of  Nov.  10th,  describes  a  most  revolting  scene  of  murder,  which, 
owing  to  the  eftbcts  of  drinking,  recently  occuri^ed  at  the  Meno- 
monie  pay-ground  at  Grande  Chute,  Wisconsin. 

"  Since  closing  my  letter  of  this  morning,  Lieut.  Root,  just  from 
Fort  Winnebago,  informs  me  that  he  attended  the  payment  of  the 
Menomonics,  at  the  Chrande  CJuite;  that  liquor,  as  usual,  had  found 
its  way  to  the  place  of  payment,  and  that,  in  consequence,  an  In- 
dian had  killed  two  Indian  womqn.  That  the  individual  (murderer) 
was  taken  to  the  tent  of  the  agent,  Colonel  Boyd,  but  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  repeated  and  threatening  demands  of  the  In- 
dians for  the  man,  the  agent  was  obliged  to  deliver  him  up  to  them, 
and  that  they  then,  in  front  of  the  tent,  inflicted  wounds  of  death, 
from  six  different  blades,  upon  the  body  of  the  murderer,  beat  his 
brain  out  with  clubs,  and  then  threw  his  body  upon  a  burning  fire, 
after  which  he  was  dragged  some  distance,  to  which  place,  he  might 
be  traced  by  attached  embers  strewed  along  the  path. 

"  A  child  was  crushed  to  death  by  a  drunken  Indian  accidentally, 
Lieut.  Root  informs  me  that  he  left  the  ground,  soon  after  the 
scene  above  alluded  to,  and  that  many  of  the  Indians  were  armed 
with  knives,  and  in  much  excitement."  .    , 

6th,  I  vifiited  Mr.  Gallatin  at  his  house  in  Bleecker  Street,  and 
spent  the  entire  morning  in  listening  to  his  instructive  conversation^ 
in  the  course  of  which  he  sppke  of  early  education,  geometric  arith- 
metic, the  principles  of  languages  and  history,  American  and 
European.     He  said,  speaking  of  the 

Early  Education  of  Children. — Few  children  are  taught  to 
read  well  early,  and,  in  consequence^  they  never  can  become  good 
readers.  A  page  should,  as  it  were,  dissolve  before  the  eye,  and 
be  absorbed  by  th^  mind.  Reading  and  spelling  correctly  cannot 
be  too  early  taught,  and  should  be  thoroughly  taught. 

Arithmetic. — (?.  There  is  no  good  arithmetic  in  which  the  reasons 
afe  given,  so  as  to  be  intelligible  to  children.     Condorcet  wrote 
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ihe^befrti  ti%et«a  tbd  iiibject,  wbUe.mtKmfioemvit  at  airidew'f 
hovse  -Aear  ^ansy  tofo^  his  ezecution.  The  kiigiiige  of  airxduBetift 
jp  «myei:8f|l,  the  pight  digite  aerying  aU*  combitiatientf.'  They  weve 
not  introdaoed  till  1200.  The  Bnssians  comit  by  sticks  aj^dhoajii 
The  BomaioL  most  .hi^re  li%d  some  si^h  method.  M  stood-  for  1000, 
J>  %  600,  G  for  100,  JL  for  60,  X  fiur/teii,  Y  fw^fiVe^  and  I  M 
O1I0*  •  But  bow  could  they  maHip][y  complex  suns  by  placing  one 
under  another.     ^     .> 


t    • 


IiAiv<fUAGp8.-T)i?.  How  dwrable.  it  wonld  beif  so'sanple  a 
systevi  could  be' applied  .to  language^     -  /'"     . 

.  Q':  Ah!  it. was  not  designed  by  the  OreatoiV  H^  etidenily 
designed  diyersity'..  Ihaye  rebeiitly  rec^iyed  some  of  the  natiyt 
yodabnlariea  fromr  Maokenisie^the  l^Iackfeet  and  Jljal^  Indians,  Ac 
Parker  had  fnmiriiQd  in  his  traVels  yocaliiilaries  of  the  ^ei  Pe^oi^s, 
Ghindoksj  fto. .       .    ■  '^ 

.  Lunnro  YkwaaA.r^8:lXs^  t^  A)gohqiiin,'aB  commonlyjan- 
dentood,  is  ni^t  snffieietitiydompitelbenBiye  for  the  people  fiidUcatsd; 

GHX  iniended  to  extend  it  by  adding  the'term  ^'Lenapew'*  The 
Choctaw  and'the  M^iscogee  is  x«dically  the  same.  The  Chickasaw 
antl  Choctaw  has  been  preyionsly.  deemed  onew  ])ii.  Frata  wrote 
abont  the  Mobilian  language  without. eyen-sospecldn^  that  it  wss 
the  Choctaw. 

Q-.  The  National  Institute  at  Paris  has"  printed  Mr.  Pnpon- 
ceau's  Prize  Essay  on  the  Algonquin.  Dr.  James  wrote  nnsnccesir 
fully  for  the  prize.  Duponceau  first  mentioned  yon  to  me.  He 
has  freely  translated  from  your  lectures  on  the  substantiye,  whieh 
giyes  you  a  Eur6pean  reputation. 

PuBLi^ERS  ON  P&iLpLOGT. — Q.  There  is  no  patronage  for  such 
works  here.  Germany  and  France  are  the  only  countries  where 
treatises  on  philology  can  be  published.  It  is  Berlin  or  Paris,  and 
of  these  Berlin  holds  the  first  place.  In  Great  Britain,  as  in  this 
country,  there  is  not  sufficient  interest  on  the  subject  for  booksellers 
to  take  hold  of  mere  wprks  of  fact  of  this  eort.  They  are  giyen 
to  reading  tales  and  light  literature,  as  here. 

J 

Oral  Tales  (|F  the  Indiaks^O^.  Tour '<  Indian  Tales"  and 
your  *^  Hieroglyphics"  would  sell  here;  but  grammatical  materials 
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on  the  languages  will  not  do,  unless  thej  can  be  arranged  as 
appendices. 

jS'.  I  urged  Goyemor  Cass  to  write  on  this  subject,  and  he  de- 
clined. 

Q-,  Does  he  understand  the  languages  ?     ' 

S.  Pronouns,  in  our  Indian  languages,  are  of  a  more  permanent 
character  than  philologists  have  admitted.  They  endure  in  some 
form,  in  kindred  dialects,  the  most  diverse. 

G.  This  is  true,  the  sign  is  always  left,  and  enables  one,  clearly 
enough,  to  trace  stocks.  Dialects  are  easily  made.  There  are 
many  in  France,  and  they  fill  other  parts  of  Europe.  Every  de- 
partment in  France  has  one. 

DiSCBIMINATINa  VIEWS  OP  PHILOLOGY  AND  PHILOLOGISTS. — Q-. 

It  is  not  clear  what  Hockewelder  meant  by  "  whistling  sound,"  in 
the  prefix  pronouns.  I  told  Mr.  Duponceau  that  it  had  been  better 
that  the  gentleman's  MSS.  were  left  as  he  origmally  wrote  them, 
with  mere  corrections  as  to  grammar — that  we  should  then,  in  fact, 
have  had  Indian  information.  For  Hecke welder  thought  and  felt 
like  a  Delaware,  and  believed  all  their  stories.* 

Monosyllabic  Language. — &.  You  have  asserted  that  all  the 
Indian  roots  are  monosyllables. 

S.  Most  of  them,  not  all.  This  is  a  branch  to  which  I  have 
paid  pu-ticular  attention ;  and  if  there  is  anything  in  Indian  phi- 
lology in  which  I  deem  myself  at  home,  it  is  in  the  analysis  of 
Indian  words,  the  digging  out  of  roots,  and  showing  their  deriv»- 
tives  and  compounds. 

(7.  The  societies  wo^ld  print  your  observations  on  these  topics. 
They  are  of  much  interest. 

Origin  of  the  Indun  Language. — 8.  The  Hebrew  is  based  on 
root»  like  the  Indian,  which  appear  to  have  strong  analogies  to 
the  Semitic  family.     It  is  not  clearly  Hindostanee,  or  Chinese^  or 

*  This  admission  of  the  re-composition  of  Mr.  Ileckewelder's  letter's,  and 
the  excellent  missionary's  general  deficiency,  furnishes  a  striking  confirmation 
of  the  views  and  sagacity  of  a  critic  of  the  North  American  Beview,  writing 
<m  that  topic,  in  1825.  And  the  more  so,  as  those  viewB  were  conjectural, 
bat  they  were  the  oonjectorea  of  one  who  had  personally  kaown  Mr.  Hecke- 
welder. 
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Nor^e.  I  have  perused  Rafn's  Grammar  by  Marsh.   The  Icelandic 
^language)  clearly  lies  at  the  foundation  of  the  Teutonic. 

G.  I  have  not  seen  this.  The  grammatical  principlea  of  the 
Hebrew*  are  widely  diflferent  (from  the  Indian).  There  is,  in  this 
respect,  no  resemblance.  I  think  the  Indian  language  has  prin- 
ciples akin  to  the  Greek.  The  middle  moods,  or  voices,  in  the 
Greek  and  Indian  dialects  are  alike ;  they  make  the  imperfect  past, 
or  aoristy  in  a  similar  manner. 

Patois. — G.  The  great  impediment  to  popular  instruction  in 
France,  is  the  multiplicity  of  patois^  and  the  tenacity  of  the  pea- 
santry for  them.  The  same  objection  exists  to  the  use  of  so  many 
Indian  dialects  by  such  numbers  of  petty  tribes.  Pity  these  were 
not  all  abolished.  They  can  never  prosper  without  coming  on  to 
general  grounds  in  this  respect. 

OuiNESE. — Mr.  Duponccau  had  published  Col.  Galindo's  ac- 
count of  the  Ottomic  of  Mexico,  and  likened  it  to  the  Chinese. 
It  was  the  very  reverse. 

English  Language. — S.  The  English  language  of  Chaucer's 
day,  is  based  on  the  Frisic,  Belgic,  and  Low  Dutch ;  and  not  on 
the  Saxon.  (Examples  were  given.  He  fully  assented  to  this, 
and  used  his  familiarity  with  European  history  to  demonstrate  it.) 

Gh.  There  was,  in  fact,  no  Anglo-Saxon  but  that  of  Alfred,  which 
was  the  old  English.  The  early  migrations  were  from  Belgium. 
Doubtless  the  Teutons  had  made  the  conquest  ascribed  to  them, 
but  I  think  they  did  not  revolutionize  the  language.  They  conquered 
the  people,  but  not  the  language. 

Washington  Irving. — G>  Washington  Irving  is  the  most  popu- 
lar writer.     Anything  from  his  pen  would  sell. 

John  Jacob  Astoe. — Several  years  ago,  J.  J.  A.  put  into  my 
hands  the  journal  of  his  traders  on  the  Columbia,  desiring  me  to 
use  it.     I  put  it  into  the  hands  of  Malte  Brun,  at  Paris,  who 

*  Mr.  G.  did  not  undcr8tand  the  Ilcbrew,  and  was  not  aware  that  the 
person  ho  addressed  had  made  a  study  of  it  in  particular  reference  to  the 
Indian. 


^^geographical  facts  in  his  work/ but  paid  but  little 

^^stor,  whom  he  regarded  merely  as  a  merchant 

^ofit,  and  not  a  discoverer.     He  had  not  even  sent 

t'e  the  facts  in  the  natural  history.   Astor  did  not  like 

.'cstive  several  years,  and  then  gave  Washington  Irving 

si  take  up  the  MSS.     This  is  the  History  of  "Astoria." 

Inesque. — This  erratic  naturalist  being  referred  to,  he  said — 

ho  is  Rafinesque,  and  what  is  his  character?" 

'OLEON  AND  Nero. — Bonaparte  was  a  matheimatician ;  but, 
rer  he  did,  he  did  not  appreciate  other  branches  of  science 
search.  On  taking  Rome,  he  carried  to  Paris  all  the  Pope's 
es,  containing,  in  fact,  the  materials  for  the  secret  history  of 
e.  The  papers  occupied  seventy  large  boxes,  which  were 
lly  corded  and  sealed,  and  put  away  in  a  garret  of  the 
3  at  Paris,  and  never  opened.  On  the  restoration  of  the 
ons,  Louis  XYIII.  gave  them  back  to  the  Pope's  nuncio.  The 
lad  never  been  broken. 

apartc  hated  Tacitus.  He  was  an  aristocrat,  he  said,  and 
1  his  history.  He  had  blackened  the  character  of  Nero 
r  because  he  was  a  republican.  "  That  may  be,  sire,"  said 
• ,  "  but  it  is  not  the  generally  received  opinion,  and  autho- 
mstain  him."  "  Read  Suetonius,"  said  he.  "  Truly,"  ^aid 
.llatin,  '^  it  is  there  stated  that  the  people  strewed  flowers  on 
»  grave  for  years." 

nc  Researches. — The  oral  legends  of  the  Indians  collected 
being  adhered  to,  he  said,  "  Take  care  that,  in  publishing 
Indian  legends,  you  do  not  subject  yourself  to  the  imputa- 
nade' against  Macpherson." 

leaving  the  hall,  whither  he  came  to  see  me  out,  he  said :  "  I 
plenty-eight,  and  (assuming  a  gayer  vein)  in  a  good  state  of 
vation."  He  was  then  a  little  bent,  but  preserved  in  conver- 
the  vivacity  of  his  prime.  He  had,  I  think,  been  a.  man  of 
five  feet  ten  or  eleven  inches.  His  accent  and  tone  of  voice 
cidedly  French.  His  eye,  which  is  black  and  penetrating,  kin- 
p  readily.  He  wore  a  black  silk  cap  to  hide  baldness. 
h.  A  siiigular  coincidence  of  the  names  and  ages  of  Iirdian 
» is  shown  in  the  following  notice  from  a  Russian  source : — 
40 
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employed  the  geographical  facts  in  his  work,  bat  paid  but  little 
respect  to  Mr.  Astor,  whom  he  regarded  merely  as  a  merchant 
seeking  his  own  profit,  and  not  a  discoverer.  He  had  not  even  sent 
a  man  to  observe  the  facts  in  the  natural  history.  Astor  did  not  like 
it.  He  was  restive  several  years,  and  then  gave  Washington  Irving 
15,000  to  take  up  the  MSS.  This  is  the  History  of  ''Astoria.'' 
Rafi^esque. — This  erratic  naturalist  being  referred  to,  he  said — 
''  Who  is  Kafinesque,  and  what  is  his  character?" 

Napoleon  and  Nero. — Bonaparte  was  a  mathematician ;  but, 
whatever  he  did,  he  did  not  appreciate  other  branches  of  science 
and  research.  On  taking  Rome,  he  carried  to  Paris  all  the  Pope's 
archives,  containing,  in  fact,  the  materials  for  the  secret  history  of 
Europe.  The  papers  occupied  seventy  large  boxes,  which  were 
carefully  corded  and  sealed,  and  put  away  in  a  garret  of  the 
Louvre  at  Paris,  and  never  opened.  On  the  restoration  of  the 
Bourbons,  Louis  XYIII.  gave  them  back  to  the  Pope's  nuncio.  The 
seals  had  never  been  broken. 

Bonaparte  hated  Tacitus.  He  was  an  aristocrat,  he  said,  and 
lied  in  his  history.  He  had  blackened  the  character  of  Nero 
merely  because  he  was  a  republican.  "  That  may  be,  sire,"  said 
' ,  "  but  it  is  not  the  generally  received  opinion,  and  autho- 
rities sustain  him."  "  Read  Suetonius,"  said  he.  '*  Truly,"  ^aid 
M.  Oallatin,  ^^  it  is  there  stated  that  the  people  strewed  flowers  on 
Nero's  grave  for  years." 

Aloic  Researches. — The  oral  legends  of  the  Indians  collected 
by  me  being  adhered  to,  he  said,  ^'  Take  care  that,  in  publishing 
your  Indian  legends,  you  do  not  subject  yourself  to  the  imputa- 
tions made' against  Macpherson." 

On  leaving  the  hall,  whither  he  came  to  see  me  out,  he  said :  '^  I 
am  seventy-eighty  and  (assuming  a  gayer  vein)  in  a  good  state  of 
preservation."  He  was  then  a  little  bent,  but  preserved  in  conver- 
sation the  vivacity  of  his  prime.  He  had,  I  think,  been  a.  man  of 
about  five  feet  ten  or  eleven  inches.  His  accent  and  tone  of  voice 
are  decidedly  French.  His  eye,  which  is  black  and  penetrating,  kin- 
dled up  readily.     He  wore  a  black  silk  cap  to  hide  baldness. 

15tk.  A  singular  coincidence  of  the  names  and  ages  of  Indian 
chiefs,  is  shown  in  the  following  notice  from  a  Russian  source : — 
40 
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^^  We  have  just  received  from  Nova  Archatigesk,  an  account  of 
the  death  of  the  chief  of  one  of  the  most  powerful  tribes  of  North 
America,  Black  Hawk,  who  was  suddenly  carried  off  on  the  banks 
of  the  River  Moivna,  in  the  seventy-first  year  of  his  age.  The 
loss  of  this  chief,  who  kept  up  friendly  relations  with  the  authori- 
ties of  the  Russian  colony,  and  was  always  hostile  to  the  English, 
is  felt  in  a  liyely  manner  by  the  Russian  government,  who  rested 
great  hopes  on  the  influence  exercised  by  Black  Hawk,  not  only 
over  his  own  tribe,  but  also  over  all  the  neighboring  nations.  The 
Czar  has  ordered  the  new  governor-general  of  the  Russian  colony 
in  America  to  endeavor  by  all  means  to  secure  the  friendship  of 
the  three  sons  of  Black  Hawk,  the  eldest  of  whom,  now  forty-eight 
years  of  age,  has  succeeded  his  father  in  the  government  of  the 
tribe." — Le  Commerce. 

22(2.  I  left  New  York  on  the  12th,  in  the  cars,  with  Mrs.  School- 
craft and  the  children,  for  Washington,  stopping  at  the  Princeton 
depot,  and  taking  a  carriage  for  Princeton.  I  determined  to  leave 
my  son  at  the  Round  Hill  School,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Hart,  and  the 
next  day  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  I  accepted  the  invitation  of 
Gen.  Robert  Patterson  to  spend  a  few  days  at  his  tasteful  mansion 
in  Locust  street.  I  visited  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  and 
examined  Dr.  Samuel  George  Morton's  extensive  collection  of  In- 
dian crania..  While  here,  I  placed  my  daughter  in  the  private 
school  of  the  Misses  Guild,  South  Fourth  Street.  I  attended  one 
of  the  *''  Wistar  parties*'  of  the  season,  on  the  15th,  at  Mr.  Lea's, 
the  distinguished  bookseller  and  conchologist,  and  reached  the 
city  of  Washington  on  the  21st,  taking  lodgings  at  my  excellent 
friends,  the  Miss  Polks. 

24^A.  Submitted  an  application  to  the  department  for  expending 
a  small  part  of  the  Indian  education  fund,  for  furthering  the  gene- 
ral object,  by  publishing,  for  the  use  of  teachers  and  scholars,  a 
compendious  dictionary,  and  general  grammar  of  the  Indian  lan- 
guages. 

2&^A.  In  a  conference  with  Mr.  Murray,  pf  Pennsylvania,  a  re- 
cent commissioner  to  aoyost  Indian  claims  at  Prairie  du  Ghien, 
Wisconsin,  he  gave  me  Mr.  Robert  Stuart's  testimony  respecting 
the  Indian  trade,  to  read.  It  appears  from  the  document  that  the 
gain  on  trade  of  the  American  Fur  Company,  from  1824  to 
1827,  was  8167,000.      From  1827  to  1834  it  was  «195,000. 


PIR801I(AI|  MEM0IB8.  ^  62T 

From  the  aggregate  of  ten  years'  business,  there  is  to  be  deducted 
$45,000,  being  a  loss  from  1817  to  1824,  which, leaves  a  profit  on 
aeventeen  years'  trade  of  $317,000.  : 

Mr.  Murray  presented  me  a  cppy  of  the  Commissioner's  report. 
These  claims  have  not  yet  received  the  action  of  the  department. 
The  commissioners  set  out  with  requiring  of  traders  high  evidence 
of  the  individual  indebtedness  by  Indians.  Thiey  finally  decided 
that  the  Winnebago  debts  werd  national.  They  went  further — 
they  approved  and  adopted  the  decision  of  a  meeting  of  the  claim- 
ants themselves,  as  to  the  application  to  individual  firms,  of  the 
fund.  This  decision  was  subsequently  sanctioned  by  eight  Win- 
nebago chiefs,  who  were  stated  to  be  authorized  to  act  for  the 
nation.       , 

The  error,  in  all  these  cases,  seems  to  be,  that,  where  a  tribe  has 
agreed  to  set  apart  a  generic  sum  to  satisfy  debtis,  and  the  United 
States  has  accepted  the  trusteeship  of  determining  the  individual 
shares,  that  the  Indians,  who  cannot  ready  or  tvritej  or  understand 
figures,  or  accounts  at  all,  and  cannot  possibly  tell  the  arithmetical 
difference  between  one  figure  and  another,  should  yet  be  made  the 
subject  of  these  minor  appeals.  •  The  tbustee  Himself  should  de- 
termine thaty  by  such  testimony  as  he  approves,  and  not  appear  to 
seek  to  bolster  up  the  decisions  of  truth  and  faithfulness,  by  call- 
ing on  Indian  ignorance  an,d  imbecility,  which  is  subject  to  be 
operated  on  by  every  species  of  selfishness. 

25th.  I  applied  to  the  department  this  day,  by  letter,  for  leave 
of  absence  from  my  post  on  the  frontier,  to  visit  Europe. 

26<A,  I  called  on  Mr.  Poinsett,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  re- 
ceived from  him  the  permission  which  I  had  yesterday  solicited. 
I  also  called  on  the  President  (Mr.  Van  Buren),  who,  in  turning 
the  conversation  to  the  state  of  disturbances  on  the  frontier, 
evinced  the  deepest  interest  that  neutrality  sho^d  be  preserved, 
and  asked  me  whether  the  United  States  Marshal  at  Detroit  had 
faithfully  performed  his  duty. 

2*lth.  Visited  Mr.  Paulding  (Secretary  of  tjie  Navy)  in  the 
evening.  Found  him  a  rather  aged  bald-headed  man,  of  striking 
physiognomy,  prominent  intellectual  developments,  and  easy  dig- 
nified manners.  It  was  pleasing  to  recognize  on^  of  the  prominent 
anthers  of  Salmagundi,  which  I  had  read  in  my  sohoolboy  days,  and 
never  even  hoped  to  see  the  author  of  this  bit  of  fun  in  our  inci- 


T 


6S^  pfesflQHici.  MdkeiBa. 

pient  literature^  For  it  is  upon  this,  sodibe  stiU  bigher  iefbrt  of 
'  Irying's  facetiooe  History  <^.  Nev  Yorlc^  that  we  muat  base  oar 
jinaginative  literature.  They  first  taught  us  that  we  had-a  right  to . 
•  laugh.  We  "^m- going  on,  on  so  irery  stiff  a  model,  that^  widiout 
,ihe  Knickerbck)ker,  we  should  not  hare.fonnd  it  out. 
V  28ti.  I  prepared.a  list  of  qu^es  fbr  the  department^  dedgaed 
to.  elicit  a  mote  preq^  .and  reliable  account  of  "the  Indian  tribes 
than 'liaa  yet  appeared. ;  It  is  astonishing  how  much  *  groos  error 
exists  in  the  popular  mind  respecting  .thei^  true  character.  • 

'  talkof  anindifUH-WhjtheTeryttsxe' 
Says,  pUun  as  laugaage,  fo,  have  you  been  there! 
Bo  tell  ipei  hai  a  PetAwattomie  #  aoult  -     - 
Aii4  haye  the  tribet  a  langiiAge  !  Now  that's  droll — 
The  J  tell  me  some  have  tails  like  wdrestaad  others  daws^ 
Those  WihnebagoeSf  iftid  Piankashawt. 

f-  ■   80i%.  Hr.  Paulding  transmits  a  note  .of  thanks  fbr  some  Indian 

\'  words.    The  euphony  of  the  abor^nal  Tocabul«ry  impreases  most 

persons.  In,  most  of  their  languikges  this  appears  to  reeult,  in 
'  part,.{rom  the  fact -that  a  yowel  and  a  consoiiant  gain  .pair8^;-c.e. 
a  Y03¥el'Bither  precedes  <Hr follows  a  consonant,,  pklid  it  is.  compara^ 
tirely  rare  that  two  consonants  are  req[uired  to  be  utfered  together. 
There  is  but  one  language  that  has  the  th^  so  common  in  English. 
Sh  and  gh  are,  however,  frequently  sounded  in"  the  Chippewa. 
The  most  musical  words  are  found  in  the  great  Muscogee  and  Al- 
gonquin families,  and  it  is  in  these  that  the  regular  succession  of 
vowels  and  consonants  is  found. 

31«f:  The  year  1888  has  been  a  marked  one  in  ouf  Indian  rela- 
tions. The  southern  Indians  have  experienced  an  extensive  break- 
ing up,  in  their  social  institutions,  and  been  thrown,  by  the  process 
of  emigration,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  policy  of  the  go- 
vernment on  this  head,  which  was  first  shadowed  out  in  1825,  and 
finally  sanctioned  by  the  act  of  land  exchanges,  1830,  may  be  deemed 
as  having  been  practically  settled.  The  Gherokees,  who  required 
the  movements  of  an  army  to  induce  them  to  carry  out  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  treaty  of  New  Echota,  have  made  their  first  geogra- 
phical movement  since  the  discovery  of  the  continent,  a  period  of 
881  years.  How  much  longer  they  had  dwelt  in  the  country  aban- 
doned we  know  not.  They  olung  to  it  with  almost  a  death  grasp. 
It  is  a  lovely  region,  and  replete  with  a  thousand  advantages  and  a 
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thousand  reminiscences.  Nothing  but  the  drum  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race,  could  have  given  them  an  effectual  warning  to  go. 
Gen.  Scott,  in  his  well  advised  admonitory  proclamation,  well 
said,  that  the  voice  under  which  both  he  and  they  acted  is  im- 
perative,  and  that  by  heeding  it,  it  is  hoped  that  ^^they  will  spare 
him  the  horror  of  witnessing  the  destruction  of  the  Gherokees.'' 
The  great  Muskogee  family  had  been  broken  up,  by  the  act  of 
Georgia,  before.  The  Seminoles,  who  belong  to  that  family,  bn>ke 
out  themselves  in  a  foolish  liostility  very  late  in  1835,  and  have 
kept  up  a  perfectly  senseless  warfare,  in  the  shelter  of  hummocks 
and  quagmires  since.  The  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws,  with  a  wise  r 
forecast,  had  forseen  their  position,  and  the,  utter  impossibility  of 
setting  up  independent^  governments  in  the  boundaries  of  the 
States.  It  is  now  evident  to  all,  that  the  salvation  of  these  int6-> 
resting  relics  of  Oriental  races  lies  in  c6lonitotion  west.  Their 
teachers,  the  last  to  see  the  truth,  have  fully  assented  to  it. 
Public  sentiment  has  settled  on  that  ground ;  sound  policy  dictates 
it;  and  the  most  enlarged  philanthropy  for  the  Indian  race  p^r- 
ceives  its  best  hopes  in  the  measure. 
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CHAPTER  LXVI. 

Sentiments  of  lo jaltj — ^Northern  Antiquarian  Society — Indian  Btatistics — 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society — Gen.  Maoomb^Iines  in  the  Odjibwa  lan- 
gnage  by  a  mother  on  plaoing  her  children  at  school — Mehemet  Ali — Mrs* 
Jameson's  opinion  on  publishers  and  pabUshing — Her  opinion  of  my  Indian 
legends — ^False  report  of  a  new  Indian  language — ^Indian  componnd  words 
•  — ^Delafield's  Antiqaities — American  For  Company-^tate  of  Indian  dis- 
turbances in  Texas  and  Floridii— Causes  of  the  failure  of  the  war  in  Florida, 
by  an  oftcer — Death  of  an  Indian  ohlef— Mr.  BancrofVs  opinion  on  the 
Dighton  Rook  inscription — Skroellings  not  in  New  England — Mr.  Gallatin's 
opinion  on  points  of  Esquimaux  language,  oonnected  with  our  knowledge  of 
our  arohsBology. 

1839.  Jan.  1^.  I  called,  amid  the  throng,  on  the  President. 
His  manners  were  bland  and  conciliatory.  These  visits,  an  set 
days,  ore  not  without  the  sentiment  of  strong  personality  in  many 
of  the  visitors,  but  what  gives  them  their  most  significant  character 
is  the  general  loyalty  they  evince  to  the  constitution,  and  govern- 
ment, and  supreme  law  of  the  land.  The  President  is  regarded,  for 
the  time,  as  the  embodiment  of  this  sentiment,  and  the  tacit  ^alty 
paid  to  him,  as  the  supreme  law  officer,  is  far  more  elevating  to  the 
self-balanced  and  independent  mind  than  if  he  were  a  monarch  ai 
libitumy  and  not  for  four  years  merely. 

2d.  I  received  a  notice  of  my  election  as  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Northern  Antiquarian  Society  of  Copenhagen,  of  which  fact  I  had 
been  previously  notified  by  that  Society.  This  Society  shows  us 
how  the  art  of  engraving  may  be  brought  in  as  an  auxiliary  to  anti- 
quarian letters ;  but  it  certainly  undervalues  American  sagacity  if 
it  conjectures  that  such  researches  and  speculations  as  those  of  Mr. 
Magnusen,  on  the  Dighton  Rock,  and  what  it  is  fashionable  now-a- 
days  to  call  the  Newport  Ruin,  can  satisfy  the  purposes  of  a 
sdund  investigation  of  the  Anti-Columbian  period  of  American 
history. 

There  was  a  perfect  jam  this  evenihg  at  Blair's.    What  sort  of  a 
compliment  is  it  to  be  one  of  five  or  six  hundred  people,  not  half  of 
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whom  can  be  squeezed  into  a  small  house,  and  not  one  of  whom  can 
pretend  to  taste  a  morsel  without  the  danger  of  having  server  and 
all  jammed  down  his  throat. 

Sd.  The  mail  hunts  up  everybody.  Go  where  you  will,  and  par- 
ticularly to  the  seat  of  government,  and  letters  will  follow  you. 
Whoever  is  in  the  service  of  government  bears  a  part  of  the  func- 
tions of  it,  though  it  be  but  an  infinitesimal  part.  Mr.  H.  Conner, 
the  Saginaw  sub-agent,  in  a  letter  of  this  date,  reports  the  Sagi- 
naws  at  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-three  souls,  and  the 
Swan  Creek  and  Black  River  Chippewas  at  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight.  One  of  the  most  singular  facts  in  the  statistics  of  the  most 
of  the  frontier  Indian  tribes  of  the  Lakes,  is,  in  the  long  run,  that 
they  neither  increaae  nor  decline^  but  just  keep  up  a  sort  of  dying 
existence. 

4th.  Dr.  Thomas  H.  Webb,  Secretary  of  the  Rhode  Island  His- 
torical Society,  announces  the  plan  of  that.  Society  in  publishing  a 
series  of  works  illustrating,  in  the  first  place,  the  history  and  lan- 
guage of  the  Indians,  and  soliciting  me  to  become  a  contributor  of 
original  observations.  The  difficulty  in  all  true  efforts  of  our  lite- 
rary history  is  the  want  of  means.  A  man  must  devote  all  his  lei- 
sure in  researches,  and  then  finds  that  there  is  no  way  in  which 
these  labors  can  be  made  to  aid  in  supplying  him  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence. He  must  throw  away  his  time,  and  yet  buy  his  bread. 
There  is  no  real  taste  for  letters  in  a  people  who  will  not  pay  for 
them.  It  is  too  early  in  our  history,  perhaps,  to  patronize  them 
as  a  general  thing.  Making  and  inventing  new  ploughs  will  pay, 
but  not  books. 

9th.  The  Secretary  of  War  confirms  my  leave  of  absence,  to 
visit  Europe,  and  extei^ds  it  beyond  the  contingencies  of  a  re- 
appointment, on  the  4th  of  March  next. 

10th.  Attended  a  general  and  crowded  party  at  Gen.  Macomb's, 
in  the  evening,  with  Mrs.  Schoolcraft.  The  General  has  always 
appeared  to  me  a  perfect  amateur  in  military  science,  although  he 
has  distinguished  himself  in  the  field.  He  is  a  most  polished  and 
easy  man  in  all  positions  in  society,  and  there  is  an  air  and  manner 
by  which  he  constantly  reveals  his  French  blood.  He  has  a  keen 
perception  of  the  ridiculous,  and  a  nice  appreciation  of  the  mock 
gravity  of  the  heroic  in  character,  and  related  to  me  a  very  ejBTect- 
ive  scene  of  this  latter  kind,  which  occurred  at  Mr.  John  Johnston's, 
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•t  St.  Mary's  Falli^  on  t]ie 'olose  of  the  kte  wvi  He  limd  THnted 
that  place  in  pisrhaps  X9ilb  or,  I8I69  as  militvT  commander  of  the 
District  of  Michigan,  in  the  soite  of  MajoivQen.  Browti.  .  Thej 
iPere  gilests  of  Mr.  Johnston.  In  going  up  the  riirer  to  see  Gros 
tlape,  %%  the.  foot  of.  Lake  dajtorior^  ihe  Ameriean  party  had  been 
fired  npoi^  by  the  CSiippewas,  who  were  yet  hostile  in  feeling/ 
When  the.  par^Tetnm^'to  the  house  of  Ifir.  JohnsUmy  dieir  host» 
the  latter  drew  himself  ^np  in  the  spirit  of  the .  b«raUr  tfaiiea  of 
Wayerley,  and,  widi  the  ab  and  accent  of  a  chief  of  those  days— 
which,  by  the  Way;  was  not  altogether,  viuutiiral  to  hioh^mani- 
fested.  the  high  gteilemanly  indignati<m  of  a  host  >rhose  hospitality 
had  been  liolated.  fie  exclaimed  to. his  eldest  son,  ''^Lel  our 
feQdwers  be  irea^y  to  repel  this  gross  aiEront. V  ^e^  General's  eye 
danced,  in  telling  it.  The  thing  of  the  firing  had  been  done—; 
nob^y  wuhnrt-^obodywaainfactinhesti^  and  flur  less 

was. ihe  party  itself  a||«Mied.    It  had  been  some  orack-braiAed 
Indian,  I  bdhrre  Sassaba^  lAio  yet  smarted  at  the  r^embrance  of 
Ae  death  of  his.brotheri  iriio^was.  killed  with '  Tecnms^  iii  the 
Battle  <^  the  Thtoiee^    .  : 
.  IIM.  Left  Washington,  with  my  {SunUy,  in  the  cars  for  Bialti- 

M  ft  _ 

more,  where  we  K4g^»  reaehed'Philadelphia  the  next  diay,  at  fesr 
P.  M. ;  remained  the  18th  and  14tb,  and  reached  New  Tork  on 
the  16th,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

l4tA.  Mrs.  Schoolcraft,  having  left  her  childiren  at  school,  at 
Philadelphia  and  Princeton,  remained  pensive,  and  wrote  the  fol* 
lowing  lines  in  the  Indian  tongue,  on  parting  from,  them,  which  I 
thought  ,80  just  that  I  made  a  translation  of  them. 

Kysa  nin  de  nain  dam 
May  kow  e  yauii  in 
Ain  dah  nnk  ki  yaaa 
Waos  sa  wa  kom  eg 
Ain  dab  nuk  ki  yaun 

Ne  dan  nis  ainse  e 
Ne  gwif  is  ainse  e - 
Ishe  nau  gun  ug  warn 
Waus  sa  wa  kom  eg 

She  gwan  gp  sha  ween 

Ba  sho  wand  e  we 

Nin  she  ka  we  yea 

Isbe  ei  baa  jau  yaim  .  ■ 

Ain  dab  nuk  keyaua 
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Ain  dah  nuk  ke  youn 
Nin  she  ke  we  yea 
Ishe  ke  way  ann  e 
:  Nyan  ne  gash  kain  dam 

[FrBI  TRAHBtATION.] 

Ah  I  when  thought  reyerts  to  my  country  so  dear, 
My  heart  fills  with  pleasare,  and  throbs  with  a  fear: 
My  country,  my  country,  my  own  native  land, 
So  lovely  in  aspect,  in  features  so  grand^ 
Far,  far  in  the  West.   What  are  cities  to  me. 
Oh  I  land  of  my  mother,  compared  unto  thee  7 

Fair  land  of  the  lakes  I  thou  are  blest  to  my  sight. 
With  thy  beaming  bright  waters,  and  landscapes  of  light ; 
The  breese  and  the  murmur,  the  dash  and  the  roar. 
That  suokner  and  autumn  cast  over  the  shore. 
They  spring  to  my  thoughts,  like  the  luUaby  tongue. 
That  soothed  me  to  slumber  when  youthful  and  young. 

One  feeling  more  strongly  still  hihds  me  to  thee, 

There  roved  my  forefiUhe^,  in  liberty  free — 

There  shook  they  the  war  lance,  and  sported  the  plume, 

Ere  Europe  had  cast  a'er  this  country  a  gloom ; 

Nor  thought  they  that  kingdoms  more  happy  could  be. 

White  lords  of  a  land  so  resplendent  and  free. 

Yet  it  is  not  alone  that  my  country  is  fair. 
And  my  home  and  my  friends  are  inviting  me  there ; 
While  they  beckon  me  onward,  my  heert  is  still  hei^, 
With  my  sweet  lovely  daughter,  and  bonny  boy  dear : 
And  oh  1  what's  the  joy  that  a  home  can  impart. 
Removed  from  the  dear  ones  who  ding  to  my  heart 

It  is  learning  that  calls  them ;  but  tell  me,  can  schools 
Repay  for  my  love,  or  give  nature  new  rules  7   - 
They  may  teach  them  the  lore  of  the  wit  anfi  the  sage^ 
To  be  grave  in  their  youth,  and  be  gay  in  their  age ; 
But  ah  I  my  poor  heart,  what  are  schools  to  thy  view, . 
While  severed  from  children  thou  loveet  so  true ! 

I  return  to  my  country,  I  haste  on  my  way. 

For  duty  commands  me,  and  duty  must  sway ; 

Yet  I  leave  the  bright  land  where  my  little  ones  dweU» 

With  a  sober  regret,  and  a  bitter  fitfewell ; 

For  there  I  must  leave  the  dear  jeweb  I  love» 

The  dearest  of  gifts  from  my  Master  above. 

Niw  YoBK,  iforcA  18M,  1839. 
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Vlth.  Went,  in  the  evening,  to  hear  Mr.  Stephens,  the  celebrated 
traveler,  lecture  before  the  Historical  Society,  at  the  Stnyvesast 
Institute,  on  Mehemet  Ali.  Public  opinion  places  lecturers  some- 
times in  a  false  position.  An  attempt  was  here  made  to  make  out 
Mehemet  Ali  a  great  personage,  exercising  hiuch  influence  in  his 
times.  An  old  despotic  rajah  in  a  tea-pot !  Who  looks  to  him  for 
exaltation  of  sentiment,  liberality  and  enlargement  of  views,  or  as 
an  exemplar  of  political  truth  ?  Mr.  Stephens,  howeveri  knew  the 
feeling  and  expectation  of  his  audience,  and  drew  a  picture,  which 
was  eloquently  done,  and  well  received.  This  popular  mode  of 
lecturing  is  certainly  better  than  the  run-a-muck  amusements  of  the 
day.  But  it  panders  to  an  excited  intellectual  appetite,  and  is 
anything  but  philosophical,  historical,  or  strictly  just. 

18th,  I  received  instructions  from  Washington,  to  form  a  treaty 
with  the  Saginaws,  for  the  cession  of  a  tract  of  ground  on  which 
to  build  a  light-house  on  Saginaw  Bay. 

The  next  letter  I  opened  was  from  Mrs.  Jameson,  of  London, 
who  writes  that  her  plan  of  publication  is,  to  divide  the  profits 
with  her  publishers,  and,  as  these  are  honest  men  and  gentlemen, 
she  has  found  that  the  best  way.  She  advises  me  to  adopt  the 
same  course  with  respect  to  my  Indian  legends.* 

"  I  published,'*  she  says,  "  in  my  little  journal,  one  or  two 
legends  which  Mrs.  Schoolcraft  gave  me,  and  they  havo  excited 
very  general  interest.  The  more  exactly  you  can  (in  translation) 
adhere  to  the  style  of  the  language  of  the  Indian  nations,  instead 
of  emulating  a  fine  or  correct  English  style — the  more  character- 
istic in  all  respects — the  more  original — the  more  interesting  your 
work  will  be.*' 

21«f.  I  read  the  following  article  in  the  New  York  Herald : — 

New  Indian  Tribe. — Dr.  Jackson,  in  his  report  of  the  geology 
of  the  public  lands,  states  that  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tobique  there 
is  an  Indian  settlement,  where  a  large  tribe  of  Indians  reside,  and 
gain  a  livelihood  by  trapping  the  otter  and  beaver.  These  In- 
dians arc  quite  distinct  from  the  Penobscot  tribe,  and  speak  a 
peculiar  language. 

Query.  What  is  the  name  of  this  tribe  ?  what  language  do  they 
speak  ?  and  what  evidence  is  there  that  they  are  not  Souriquois 

*  I  followed  this  advice,  but  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Philistines. 
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or  Miemacks,  who  have  been  known  to  us  since  the  first  settlement 
of  Acadia  and  Nova  Scotia  ? 

Indian  compound  words  are  very  composite.  Aooj  in  the  names 
of  places  once  occupied  by  Algonquin  bands,  means,  a  limitj  or  as 
far  asj  and  is  intended  to  designate  the  boundary  or  reach  of 
woods  and  waters.  Ac-ow  means  length  of  area.  Accomac  ap- 
pears to  mean,  at  the  place  of  the  trees,  or,  as  far  as  the  open 
lands  extend  to  the  woods:  mem,  in  this  word,  may  be  either  a  deri- 
vative from  aekij  earth,  or,  more  probably,  auh^  a  generic  parti- 
ciple for  tree  or  trunk. 

21bU  The  editor  of  the  North  American  Remew  directs  my 
attention  to  Delafield's  Antiquities  as  the  subject  of  a  notice  for  his 
pages.  Delafield  appears  to  have  undertaken  a  course  of  reading 
on  Mexican  antiquities.  The  result  is  given  in  this  work,  with  his 
conjectures  and  speculations  on  the  origin  of  the  race.  The  cause 
of  antiquarian  knowledge  is  indebted  to  him  for  the  first  publication 
of  the  pictorial  Aztec  map  of  Butturini. 

24^A.  Called  on  Mr.  Ramsey  Crooks,  president  of  the  American 
Fur  Company,  at  his  counting-house,  in  Ann  street.  He  gave  me 
an  interesting  sketch  of  his  late  tour  from  La  Pointe,  Lake  Supe- 
rior, to  the  Mississippi.  The  Chippewas  were  not  paid  at  La  Pointe 
till  October.  This  made  him  late  at  the  country.  The  St.  Croix 
River  froze  before  he  reached  the  Mississippi,  and  he  went  down 
the  latter,  from  St.  Peter's,  in  a  sleigh.  Bonga  had  been  sent  to 
notify  the  MiUes  Lacs,  Sandy  Lake,  and  Leech  Lake  Indians  to 
come  to  the  payments.  When  he  reached  Leech  Lake,  Gnelle 
Plat  had  gone,  with  twenty-four  canoes,  to  open  a  trade  with  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Factor,  at  Rainy  Lake.  Mr.  Crooks  thinks  that 
the  dissatisfaction  among  these  bands  can  be  readily  allayed  by 
judicious  measures.  Thinks  the  Governor  of  Wisconsin  ought  to 
call  the  chiefis  together  at  some  central  point  within  the  country, 
and  make  explanations.  That  the  payments,  in  future,  should  be 
made  at  one  place,  and  not  divided.  That  the  Leech  Lake,  and 
other  bands  living  without  tJie  ceded  districtj  ought  not  to  partici* 
pate  in  the  annuities. 

Mr.  Crook's  manner  is  always  prompt  and  cordial.  He  concen* 
trates,  in  his  reminiscences,  the  history  of  the  fur  trade  in  America 
for  the  last  forty  years.  I  have  always  thought  it  a  subject  of  re- 
gret, that  such  a  man  should  not  have  kept  a  journal.     There  was 


Iftt  .  -  .      nssoiniL  If  iMoni^^ 

'•  ■    '  *         *.'.■•  .      • 

idach^  iih  tftt^  thtt  ,cbiiId*not  be  ^mt.  down,' and  he  wu  aliTig^  te 
exclasively  an  actiTe  bnsiniBBB  itan  that'mere  literary  meoilaraiida 
.4MC?ef  at^acted  liis  attention;  diejr  were  not  ^verae  to' his  taetei. 
.Be  has  nearly,  I  riionld  judge, 'reeoTerbd  fipdtt..tlie  aetereliardbhipi 
and.  privationa  irhieh  attended  hia  perihyOB'  joiiniey  aospaa  the 
,  Boclgr  I^tontaina;  on  the  abai^donment  of.  Astoria,  on  tbe  Flaoifie^ 

k\i8i2.  '  ,  .  •;*        •  • 

.  SISOl  Tezaa  and  Jlbrid$  wntmne  to  he.  the  raflying  pointa  ef 
.Indian  widare.  The.  frontier  d  Tisxm  h  h&rasaed  by.  wander- 
ing parties  of  Indi&na.  -  A  Mr.  Morgan,  who  resiSed  near  the  bSa 
of  BraioB^  had  been  Idlled^  «nd  ihree  women  <Mimed  offby  a  band 
of  fifteen  sayages.  A  company ^f  rangers  *was.  sent  in  pariait 
*  The  Florida  War  stiU  lingers,  without  deeiufe  reanlts.  The 
New  OrlsamB^  says  that  Oehei^  IJaylor  has  been  wy  M^ts^ 
the'  past  season,  in  trykig  ta.bring  it  to  s  oloae.'  A  writsr  froifei 
Tampa  Bay,  ef  th^  SiSth  iijstank,  ifho  appears  to  haye  g<^  Icaow- 
le.dge  of  mattfMTs,  states  three  oanses,  partieiilarly  as  oi^KMing.'a 
^ccesefal  prosctontigitt  and  eonsmamation'  ef  ft,  namely  :—r 

>^lst;  Itii  ignorance  of  the  topography  of  FIoridar-thepemtMif 
of  Ae  numerous  swamps  and  hummoclu,  the  usual  hiding-flaees 
of  the  Indians.  :  '" 

^^  ^d.  A  want  of  proper  interpreters. 

^'  3d.  A  countervailing  influence  from  some  unknown  quarter." 

He  supports  his  view  as  follows:  '^ It  is  a  well  Iqiown  taM  that^ 
previous  to  the  year  1886,  the  pbrtion  of  Florida  south  of  the 
Military  Rpad  from  Tampa  to  Garey's  Ferry  was  unexplored  and 
unknown,  and  since  that  time  the  only  information  has  been  de* 
rived  from  the  hasty  reconnoissances  of  officers,  made  in  the  pro* 
gresB  of  the  several  divisions  of  the  army  through  the  country. 
Since  the  organisation  of  the  Corps  of  Topographical  En^eers, 
several  have*  been  sent  to  this  country,  and  are  'how  actively  en- 
gaged in  making  surveys  and  plotting  maps.  Could  the  informa- 
tion they  are  expected  to  give  have  been  knOwn  even  before  the 
commencement  of  the  last  campaign,  it  would  have  aided  mate- 
rially in  the  subjugation  of  the  enemy.  A  correct  knowledge  of 
this  country  is  needed  more  especially  because  such  another  theatre 
of  war  probably  has  not  a  place  on  the  earth;  a  theatre  so  pecu- 
liariy  favorable  to  the  Indians  and  disadvantageous  to  the  white 
man.    Swamps  may  be  delineated  as  well  perhaps  as  any  other 
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natural  object;  but  such  swamps  as  are  found  hi  Florida,  arc  not 
to  be  imitated  in  painting  or  described  by  words.  As  an  instance, 
I  may  mention  the  Halpataoke^e  or  Alligator  Water,  which  is  made 
up  of  small  islands,  surrounded  by  water  oi  various  depths,  through 
which  for  two  miles  the  road  of  the  army  passed  during  the  winter 
of  1838." 

"  2d.  The  only  interpreters  are  Seminole  negroes,  who,  for  the 
most  part,  find  it  difficult  to  understand  English.  As  an  instance 
of  the  numerous  mistakes  oocurring  daily,  may  be  mentioned  the 
following :  The  General  told  the  interpreter  to  say  to  Nettetok 
Emathla,  that '  patience  and  perseverance  would  accomplish  every- 
thing.' While  he  was  speaking  to  the  Indian,  the  remark  wa39 
made  that  he  did  not  know  the  meaning  of  the  sentence.  When 
questioned  the  following  day,  he  said  ^patience  and  'suyeranee 
mean  a  little  book.*  Our  laughter  convinced  him  he  was  mis- 
taken, and  he  said  *•  patience  miean  you  must  be  patien  ;  I  don't 
zackly  know  what  'suve ranee  do  mean,  sar  !'  Numerous  errors  of 
this  nature  are  doubtless  occurring  daily,  and  among  a  people  who 
are  so  scrupulously  nice  and  formal  in  their  '  talks^'  such  trifling 
mistakes  may  be  injurious. 

"  8d.  We  are  now  to  speak  of  the  most  important  difficulty  in 
the  way  of  termination  of  hostilities,  and  the  removal  of  the  Semi- 
noles  to  their  new  homes  beyond  the  *  Muddy  Water.'  That  th6 
Indians  are  and  have  been  supplied  by  whites,  Americans  or  Spa- 
niards, is  a  point  so  decisively  settled  that  '  no  hinge  is  left  where- 
on to  hang  a  doubt.'  However  shameless  it  may  appear,  proofs 
are  not  wanting  to  establish  the  fact,  so  much  to  the  discredit,  of 
our  patriotism.  When  GoacoOchee  escaped  from  St.  Augustine 
he  carried  with  him  bolts  of  calico  and  factory  cloths,  which  he 
afterwards  sold  to  the  Indians  in  the  woods  for  three  chalks  (six 
shillings)  per  yard.  It  was  reported  to  Colonel  Taylor,  then  at 
Fort  Bassinger,  \^j  an  Indian  woman,  who  ran  away  from  Goacoo- 
chec's  camp,  that  he  had  one  poney  packed  solely  with  powder ; 
that  he  had  plenty  of  lead,  provisions,  etc.,  and  was  determined 
never  to  come  in  or  go  to  Arkansas.  On  several  occasions  when  In- 
dians have  been  killed  or  taken,  or  their  camps  surprised,  new 
calico,  fresh  tobacco,  bank  bills,  and  other  articles  of  a  civilized 
character,  have  been  found  in  their  possession.  Besides  this,  the 
Indians  are  constantly  reporting  in  their  talks  that  some  persons 
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on  the  other  side  of  the  territory  prerent  the  faoetiles  from  com- 
pljing  with  the  treaty.  Ethlo  Emathla,  Governor  of  the  Talla- 
hassees,  promised  the  general  to  be  in  with  his  people  on  a  speeified 
day.  It  is  reduced  almost  to  a  certainty  that  he  has  been  pre-  * 
Tented  from  doing  so  by  the  representations  of  some  person,  or  per- 
sons in  a  quarter,  the  name  of  which  charity  alone  forbids  to  men- 
xlion.  The  only  object  is,  and  for  a  long  time  has  been,  to  keep 
entirely  out  of  the  way,  to  hide  themselves  from  the  whites,  and 
every  effort  to  bring  them  to  battle,  either  by  sending  small  or 
large  parties  among  them,  has  proved  useless.  They  mil  not  fight^ 
and  thirty  thousand  men  cannot  find  them,  broken  up  as  they  are 
into  small  parties.  What  then  is  to  be  done?  Pl'otect  the  in- 
habitants of  the  frontiers,  gradui^Uy  push  the  Indians  south,  and 
at  no  distant  day,  the  necessary,  unavoidable  and  melancholy 
consuomiation  must  arrive,  viz.,  the  expulsion  of  the  last  tribe  of 
red  men  from  the  soil  over  which  they  once  roamed  the  sole  lords 
and  possessors." 

80eA.  The  oldedt  man  in  the  Ottawa  tiation^  a  chief  called  Nish- 
caud-jin-in-a,  or  the  Man  of  Wrath,  died  this  day  at  L'Arbre 
Croche,  Michigan.  He  was  between  ninety  and  one  hundred 
years  of  age,  withered  and  dry,  and  slightly  bent,  but  still  pre- 
serving the  outlines  of  a  man  of  strength,  good  figure,  and  intel- 
lect. What  a  mass  of  reminiscences  and  elements  of  history  dies 
with  every  old  person  of  observation,  white  or  red. 

Feb.  4^A.  Mr.  James  H.  Lanman  writes  respecting  the  prospects 
of  his  publishing  a  history  of  Michigan — a  subject  which  I  gave 
him  every  encouragement  to  go  forward  in,  while  he  lived  in  that 
State.  The  theme  is  an  ambitious  one,  involving  as  it  does  the 
French  era  of  settlements,  and  the  day  for  handling  it  effectively 
has  not  yet  arrived.  But  the  sketches  that  may  be  made  from 
easily-got,  existing  materials,  may  subserve  a  useful  purpose,  with 
the  hope  always  that  some  new  fact  may  be  elicited,  which  will  add 
to  the  mass  of  materials.  "  I  have  been  delayed  here,'*  he  says, 
"  in  preparing  the  book,  and  the  delay  has  been  occasioned  by  my 
publishers  having  failed.  It  is  now,  however,  stereotyped,  and  will 
be  out  in  about  a  fortnight.'** 

*  He  aflorwards  re-cast  the  work,  and  it  was  published  by  the  Harpers  as 
one  of  the  volumes  of  their  library. 
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21«^  Mr.  Bancroft  writes  to  me,  giving  every  encouragement 
to  bring  forward  before  the  public  my  collections  a;nd  researches 
on  Indian  history  and  language,  and  expressing  his  opinion  of 
success,  unless  I  should  be  ^'  cursed  with  a- bad  publisher.'* 

^'  Father  Duponceau,"  he  says,  '^  won  his  prize  out  of  your 
books,  and  Gallatin  owes  much  to  you.  Qo  on ;  persevere  ;  build 
a  monument  to  yourself  and  the  unhappy  Algonquin  race." 

Making  every  allowance  for  Mr.  Bancroft's  enthusiastic  way  of 
speaking,  it  yet  appears  to  me  that  I  should  endeavor  to  publish 
the  results  of  investigations  of  Indian  subjects.  My  connection 
with  the  Johnston  family  has  thrown  open  to  me  the  whole  arcanum 
of  the  Indian's  thoughts. 

I  wrote  an  article  for  Br.  Absalom  Peter's  Magazine,  express- 
ing jmy  dissent  from  the  very  fanciful  explanations  of  the  l)ighton 
Rock  characters^  as  given  by  Mr.  Magrusen  in  the  first  volume  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  Northern  Antiquarians,  published  at  Copeh* 
hagen.  It  appears  to  me  that  those  characters  (throwing  out  two 
or  three)  are  the  Indian  KekSmin — a  species  of  hieroglyphics  or 
symbolic  devices,  still  in  vogue  among  them.  To  this  view  of  the 
matter  Mr.  Bancroft  assents.  ''  If  you  haVe  a  proof-sheet  of 
your  article  on  the  Daneschrift,  send  it  me.  All  they  say  about 
the  Dighton  Rock  is,  I  think,  the  sublime  of  humbuggery." 

What  is  said  in,  the  interpreted  Sagas,  of  the  Skroellings  or  Es- 
quimaux being  in  New  England  at  the  date  of  Eric's  ^voyage  (A. 
p.  1001)  is,  I  think,  problematical.  Those  tribes  are  not  known 
to  have  extended  further  south  than  the  Straits  of  Belleisle, 
about  60^,  or  to  parts  of  Newfoundland.  The  term  deduced  from 
the  old  journals  appear  to  belong  to  the  Esquimaux  proper,  rather 
than  to  the  New  England  class  of  the  Algonquins.  The  Esqui- 
maux had  the  free  use  of  the  sound  of  the  letter  /,  which  was  hot 
used  at  all  by  the  N.  E.  Indians. 

Mr.  Gallatin,  in  a  letter  of  Feb.  22,  in  response  to  me  on  this 
subject,  says:  ''The  letter  L  occurs  in  every  Esquimaux  dialect  of 
which  I  have  any  knowledge.  Thus  heaven  or  sky,  is  in  Green- 
land, Killak ;  Hudson's  Bay,  Keiluk ;  Kadick  Islands,  KelUTc ; 
Kotzebue's  Sound,  Keilydk  ;  Asiatic  Tshuktchi^  Kuelok. 

''  I  am  not  so  certain  about  the  v,  which  I  find  used  only  by  Egede, 
or  Crantz  (not  distinguished  from  each  other  in  my  collection)  for 
the  Greenland  dialect.     In  their  conjurations  I  find  '  we  (sing. 
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and  dual). wash  them'  Ernikp-aavat,  and  Emikp-aavuk.  In  the 
Mithradites,  the  -same  letter  v  is  repeatedly  used  in  dual  examples 
of  the  Greenland  and  Labrador  dialects,  principally  (as  it  ap- 
pears to  me)  but  Hot  exclusively  in  the  pronominal  terminations, 
picksaukaniky  akeetvoTy  tivtUy  Profetiv-yit!  that  is,  good  ours,  debt- 
ors ours,  a  prophet  art  thou. 

^^By  comparing,  this  Trith  the  pronouns  of  the  other  Esquimaux 
dialects,  I  suspect  that  oo  and  id  in  these,  are  used  instead  of  v. 
But  the  difference  may  arise  from  that  in  the  mother  tongue,  or  in 
the  delicacy  of  the  ear,  of  those  who  have  supplied  us  with  other 
verbal  and  pronominal  forms  or  vocabularies." 

22(2.  The  Indian  names  may  be  studied  analytically. 

Ohes  (pronounced  by  the.  Algonquin  Indians  Cfhees),  signifies  a 
plant  of  the  turnip  family.  Beeg  is  the  plitf al,  and  denotes  water 
existing  in  large  bodies,  such  as  accumulations  in  the  form  of  lakes 
and  seas.  If  these  two  roots  be  connected  by  the  usual  sound  in 
Algonquin  words,  thus  Ches-a-beeg,  a  sound  much  resembling  Ches- 
apeake would  be  pro4uced.  The  Nanticokes,  who  inhabited  this 
bay  on  its  discovery,  were  of  the  Algonquin  stock. 

Potomac  appears  to  be  a  clipped  expression,  derived,  I  believe, 
from  Po-to-wau-me-ac.  Forto-wau,  as  we  have  .it,  in  Potawat- 
tomie,  means  to  make  a  fire  in  a  place  where  fires,  such  as  council 
fires,  are  usually  made.  The  oo  in  the  word  Is  apparently  from 
ak  or  fvaky  a  standing  tre^.  The  whole  appears  descriptive  of  a 
burning  tree,  or  a^  bulging  forest. 

Megiddo  in  the  Algonquin  means  he  barks,  or  a  barker.  Hence 
me-giz-ze,  an  eagle  or  the  bird  that  barks. 


r 
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CHAPTER  LXVII. 

• 

Workings  of  nnshiickled  mind-comity  of  the  American  Addison — Lake 
periodical  .fluctnatioDS — American  antiquities— ^Indian  doings  in  Florida 
and  Texas — ^Wood's  N^w  England's  Prospect — Philological  and  historical 
comments — ^Death  of  Ningwegon — Creeks — ^Brothertons  made  citixens— > 
Charles  Fenno  Hoffman — Indian  names  for  places  on  the  Hudson — Christ- 
ian Indians — ^Etymology — Theodorio— Appraisements  of  Indian  property — 
Algic  researches — Plan  and  object. 

1839.  Feb.  22c2.  Hon.  Lucius  Lton,  Senator  in  Congress 
from  Michigan,  writes,  informing  me  of  the  movements  of  political 
affairs  in  that  State.  The  working  of  our  system  ni  the  new  States 
is  peculiar.  Popular  opinion  must  have  its  full  swing.  It  rights 
itself.  Natural  good  sense  and  sound  moral  appreciation  of  right 
are  at  work  at  the  bottom^  and  the  lamp  of  knowledge  is  continu- 
ally replenished  with  oil,  by  schools  and  teaching.  That  light 
cannot  be  put  out.  It  will  bum  on  till  the  world  is  not  only  free, 
but  enlightened  and  renovated. 

24^A.  Washington  Irving  kindly  encloses  me  a  letter  to  Colonel 
Aspinwall  of  London,  commending  to  him  my  contemplated  publi- 
cation on  the  oral  legends  of  the  North  American  Indians.  ^^  I 
regret  to  say,"  he  adds,  ^^  that  the  last  time  he  wrote  to  me,  he 
was  in  great  uneasiness,  apprehending  the  loss  of  one  of  his 
daughters,  who  appeared  to  be  in  a  rapid  decline." 

2bth.  Mrs.  Jameson,  on  returning  from  her  trip  to  the  lakes> 
writes  for  my  opinion  on  the  causes  of  the  phenomenon  of  the  rise 
in  the  waters  of  the  lakes.  Alluding  to  this  subject,  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  works  ui  the  Ohio  says:  ^^The  water  of  Lake  Erie, 
which  has  been  rising  for  many  years,  and  has  attained  a  height 
unequaled  in  the  memory  of  man,  seems  to  have  attained  its 
maximum,  and  to  have  commenced  its  reflux.  Since  the  first  day 
of  June  last,  as  I  have  ascertained  by  means  of  graduated.rodfi  at 
different  points  along  the  coast  of  Lake  Erie,  the  water  has  fallen 
perpendicularly  nineteen  inches,  and  is  still  falling.  The  meteor- 
41 
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oI/)|pcal '  cbaracteF  of  4he  present  B^MUKm,  aiS  bompiured  with  that 

.  of  severd  previoos  seaBonSi  clearly  Bhomt  jthe  mum  of  the  rise  find 

\  fieJl  of  the  laki^  not  to  1^  periodical,  ai»  has  heretofore  been  a^^ 

bat  entirely  jaccidental.    For  aereral  yea^  the  anmmera  hare  been 

dondy  and  ^Id,  with'  a  preyalence  of  ef^aterly'innda  and  rainy 

;     weather.    The  last  tonmier  h^s  been  ezee^shely  warm  for  the 

whole  ^easoni  and  oT  exceeding  drooght.    Wbeki  it  is  remembered 

that  the  anionnt  of  water  eyapbrated  oyer  the  enr&ceof  theee  vaat 

^  hpdleil  of  itat^^'diaiog  a  period  of  warmattimy  weathar,  greatly 

.    exceedji'thvt which  pfwec^  A^  ontlet  <^  pp0  of  theie.  lafc«|i^(IGagara 

<    BiTeTyfor  e'xanqple)^  the.  canae  of  Nthe'phanemenAn  ia  mjqparant" 

--  >f<7Seej^«'JBdtrrff('«'mif«M^  ^  , 

28e^'The  JVw  T^ 

'   ^quAUs.    Tfaia  handaomdy.  printed  and  iUoBtnte^  irovk.  co&iaina 

.  four  tluiiiga  thi^  %re  ne^  to  the  aatiq^rian  rnqmrtr :'  1.^  A  tkeoiy 

\  ^y  the  aothoTi  by  which  he  ooncei?ea  the  Loidian  race  to  jbeda* 

'    iicendiid  fi^.-^^  ancient '  Cnthifci^  who  are .  HaautiOi ' .  Thia  Sa 

wrong.  • .  fL':A  cwrioiiB  and  rabiable  pietograpUc  amp  of  Ilia  migra- 

tioii  of  the  Aiteca,  not-Ji^retofore  priniedt.    Thia  ia  -aa  aoqniailBca; 

.  S..  A  diaqniaiti^m  of  Dr.  Lakey,  iil  (^cinimtiy  col*  tht  auMJonty 

•  .  of  the  northern  to  the  s^athern  race  of  red  men.    Thiaaeematoie. 

4.  A  preface,  by  Bishop  McDvaine,  showing  th^  importance  in  all 

inquiries  of  the  kind,  of  keeping  the  record  of  the  Bible  atrictly  in 

view.     This  ia  right.  '  it 

27th.  The  SatuBtcn  Telegraph  of  this  date  sayat  ^.' A  party  of 
about  eighty  men  from  Bastrop  County^  accompanied  by  Castro 
and  forty  Lipan  warriors,  recently  made  an  expedition  into  the 
'  Comanche  cotintryy  and,  near  the  San  Saba,  attacked  and  routed 
a  large  body  of  Comanches,  who,  with  their  women  and  children, 
were  encamped  on  a  small  branch  of  the  stream.  About  thirty  of 
the  Comanche  warriors  were  killed  in.  the  engagement,  many 
huts  and  considerable  baggage  destroyed,  and  a  large  number  of 
horses  and  mules  captured.  On  their  return,  however,  a  few  Co- 
mancfaes  stole  silently  into  the  .droves  of  horsey  while  feedii^  at 
night,  and  recaptured  the  whole  except  ninety^hree  hbraea,  which 
the  shrewd  Castro,  with  ten  of  his  warriors,  had  driven  fSar  in  ad- 
Vance  of  the  main  company,  and  which  he  subsequently  bronght 
in  safety  to  Lagrange.  Ohly  two  of  the  citixena  of  Texas  were 
'    iigured  on  this  expedition."  > 
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"  General  Burlison^  at  the  head  of.  about  seventy  men,  recently 
encountered  a  large  body  of^Indians  On  the  Brushy,  and,  after  one 
or  two  skirmishes,  finding  the  enemy  numerous,  retreated  to  a 
ravine  in  order  to  engage  them  with  more  advantage;  but  the  In- 
dians, fearing  to  attack  him  in  his  new  position,  drew  off  and  re- 
treated into  «  neighboring  thicket.  Being  unable  to  pursue  them, 
he  returned  to  Bastrop.  It  is  reported  that  he  has  lost  three  men 
in  this  engagement;  the  loss  of  the  Indians  is  not  known;  it,  how- 
ever, must  have  been  considerable,  as  most  of  the  men  under  Bur- 
lison  were  excellent  marksmen,  and  had  often  been  engaged  in 
Indian  warfare." 

March  ^th.  The  N.  T,  livening  Post  says,  that  a  gentleman 
from  Tallahassee,  just  arrived  at  Washington,  states  th%t  .murders 
by  the  Indians  are  of  everyday  occurrence  in  that  vicinity,  and 
that  between  the  17th  and*  21st  Feb.  fifteen  persons  had  been 
killed. 

bih.  Finished  the  perusal  of  William  Wood's  ^^New  England's 
ProspectSy"  a  work  of  98  12mo  pages,  printed  at  London,  1634^ 
This  was  fourteen  years  after  the  first  landing  of  the  pilgrims  at 
Plymouth,  and  the  same  year  that  Johi^  Eliot  came  over.  Its  chief 
claim  to  notice  is  its  antiquity.  '^  Some  have  thought,*'  he  says, 
'^that  they  (the  Indians)  might ^e  descendants  of  the  Jews^  because 
some  of  their  words  be  near  unto  the  Hebrew;  but  by  the  same 
rule  they  may  conclude  them  to  be  some  of  the  gleanings  of  all 
nations,  because  they  have  words  which  sound  after  the  Greek, 
Latin,  French,  and  other  tongues.  Their  language  is  hard  to 
learn,  few  of  the  English  being  able  to  speak  any  of  it^  or  capable 
of  the  right  pronunciation,  which  is  the  chief  grace  of  their  tongue. 
They  pronounce  much  after  the  diphthongs,  excluding  R  and  L, 
which,  in  our  English  tongue,  they  pronounce  with  much  difficulty, 
as  most  of  the  Dutch  do  T  and  H,  calling  a  lobster,  a  nobstan.'* 

The  examples  of  a  yoqabulary  he  gives  show  them  to  be  Algon- 
quins,  and  not  ^^Skroellings,"  or  Esquimaux,  as  they  are  represented 
to  have  teen  by  the  Sctodinavians  (vide  Ant.  Amer.),  who  visited 
the  present  area  of  Massachusetts  in  the  tenth  century. 

The  close  alliance  of  their  language  with  the  existing  Chippewa 
and  Ottawa  of  the  north,  is  shown  by  the  following  specimens: — 
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New  England  Tribu.       Chippwa  of  Lake  Superior. 


Woman, 
Water, 
A  raecoony 
Daughter, 
A  duck, 
Summer, 
Red 
A  house. 


1634. 

Squa, 

Nip-pe, 

Aa-eupp, 

Tawonis, 

Searsoeep, 

Se-quan, 

Squi, 


1839. 

£-qua. 

Ne-M. 

A  se-bon. 

Q-daa-nn. 

She^heeb. 

Se-gwun. . 

Weeg-wam. 


Wig-wam, 
He  divides  the  tribes  into : — 

Tarrenteens. 

Churhers  (local  tribes  eyen  then  under  instruction). 

Aberginians  (Algonqains  of  the  St  Lawrence,  probably). 

Narragansetts  (a  tribe  of  the  N.  £.  Algonquins  with  dialectic  peculiaritiee). 

Pequants  ("  *'  ") 

Nepnets  ("  "  ") 

Connectaouts        ("  "  ") 

Mohawks  (a  tribe  of  Irpquois). 

The  people  whom  he  calls  ^'Tarrenteens/'  are  clearly  Abena- 
kies. 

Cotton  Mather,  L.  of  1^.,  1691,  p.  78,  denominates  the  Indians 
^'  the  veriest  ruins  of  mankind,  Their  name  for  an  Englishman 
was  a  knifeman;  stone  was  used  instead  of  metal  for  their  tools ; 
and  for  their  coins  they  have  only  little  beads,  with  holes  in  them, 
to  string  them  upon  a  bracelet,  whereof  some  are  white^  and  of 
these  there  go  six  for  a  penny;  some  are  hlach  or  hlue,  and  of 
these  go  three  for  a  penny;  this  wampum^  as  they  call  it,  is  made 
of  shell  fish^  which  lies  upon  the  sea-coast  continually/' 

P.  79.  ^^Nohehickf  that  is,  a  spoonful  of  parched  meal  with  a 
spoonful  of  water,  which  will  strengthen  them  to  travel  a  day." 

^'  Reading  and  writing  are  altogether  unknown  to  them,  though 
there  is  a  stone  or  two  in  the  country  that  has  unaccountable  cha* 
racters  engraved  upon  it." 

The  intention  of  the  King  in  granting  the  royal  charter  to  Mas- 
sachusetts was,  says  Cotton  Mather : — 

'^  To  win  and  invite  the  natives  of  that  country  to  the  knowledge 
and  obedience  of  the  only  true  God  and  Saviour  of  maxikind,  and^ 
the  Christian  faith,  is  our  Royal  intentions,  and  the  adventurer'^ 
free  profession  is  the  principal  end  of  the  plantation." — Life 
Eliot,  p.  77. 
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lOth.  Died  at  Little  Traverse  Bay,  on  Lake  Michigan,  Ningwe- 
gon,  or  the  Wing,  the  well-known  Americah-Ottawa  chief — a  man 
who  distingoished  himself  for  the  American  cause  at  Detroit,  in 
1812,  and  was  thrown  into  prison  by  the  British  officers  for  his 
boldness  in  expressing  his  sentiments.  He  received  a  life. annuity 
under  the  treaty  of  28th  March^  1836. 

11th.  Received  notice  of  my  election  as  a  corresponding  member 
of  the  Brooklyn  Lyceum. 

12th»  A  small  party  of  chiefs  of  the  Seneca  tribe  under  the 
command  of  ^^Blacksmith,'Vsuccessor  to  Bed  Jacket,  arrived  in 
this  city  yesterday  from  Washington,  and  took  lodgings  at  the 
Western  Hotel  in  Gourtland  Street  They  were  received  by  the 
Mayor  at  the  Governor's  room  about  12  o'clock.  In  the  address 
made  by  one  of  the  numberj  it  was  stated  that  the  object  of  their 
visit  had  been  to  urge  upon  the  President  the  impropriety  of  driv- 
ing them  from  their  present  possessions. 

ISth.  Peaob  Among  the  Indians. — The  two  nations  of  Upper 
and  Lower  Creeks,  who  were  hostile  while  residing  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, have,  in  their  new  homes  in  Arkansas,  united  in  general 
council,  at  which  fifteen  hundred  were  present.  The  oratory  oa 
this  occasion,  of  smoking  the  calumet,  is  described  as  of  the  highest 
order. 

14tth.  Judge  Bronsoh,  of  Florida,  last  evening,  at  a  party  at  his 
cousin's  (Arthur  Bronson,  46  Bond  Street,  N.  Y.),  states  that,  as 
Chairman  of  a  Committee  in  Congress,  a  few  years  ago,  he  had 
reported  a  bill  for  allowing  the  Brotherton  Indians  to  hold  their 
property,  in  Wisconsin  individually,  and  to  enjoy  the  rights  of  citi- 
zenship ;  and  that  this  bill  passed  both  houses. 

20th.  Went  to  dine  with  Charles  Fenno  Hoffman,  at  his  lodg- 
u^gfi  in  Houston  Street.  Found  his  room  garnished  with  curiosi- 
ties of  various  sorts,  indicative,  among  other  things,  of  his  interest 
in  the  Indian  race.  A  poet  in  his  garret  I  had  long  heard  of,  but 
a  liberal  gentlemanly  fellow,  surrounded  by  all  the  elegances  of 
life,  I  had  not  thought  of  as  the  domicil  of  the  Muses.  Mr. 
Hoffman  impressed  me  as  being  very  English  in  his  appearance  and 
manners.  His  forehead  is  quite  Byronic  in  its  craniologioal  develop- 
ments. His  eye  and  countenance  are  of  the  most  commanding 
character.     Pity  that  such  a  handsome  man,  so  active  in  every- 
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thing  that  calls  for  the  gun,  the  rod,  the  boat,  the  horse,  the  dog, 
shoiJd  have  been  shorn  of  spessential  a  preriequisite  as  a  leg.  His 
conversational  powers  are  quite  extraordinary. .  J  felt  constantly 
as  if  I  were  in  the  pr^esence  of  a  lover  of  nature  and  natural  things ; 
a  ban  vivant  perhaps,  or  an  epicure,  a  Tom  Moore,  in  SQm^  sense, 
whose  day-dreams  of  heaven  are  nuxed  up  with  glowing  images  of 
women  and  wine* 

27thi  I  was  directed  from  Washington  to  rdieve  the  principal 
disbursing  officer  at  Detroit.  Here  then  my  hopes  of  visiting 
Europe  are.  blown  sky  high  for  the  present.  I  must  return  to  the 
north,  and,  so  far  as  labor  is  concerned,  ^'  heap  Pelion  on  Ossa.'* 

Apraeth.  There  is  hardly  a  word  in  the  Indian  languages 
which  does  not  readily  yield  .to  the  power  of  analysis.  Ihey  call 
tobacco,  Ussama.  UssUy  means  to  put  (anything  inanimate).  Md^ 
is  a  particle  denoting  smell.  The  I4i9,4n  the  first  syllable,  is  sounded 
very  slight,  and  often,  perhaps,  nearly  dropt,  and  the  word  then 
seems  as  if  spelt  Sa  ma.     The  last  vowel  is  broad. 

8th.  Left,  the  city  for  Detroit.  In  ascending  the  Hudson,  with 
so  good  an  interpreter  at  taj  side  as  Mrs.  Schoolcrafl,  whom  I  have 
carried  through  a  perfect  course* of  philological  training  in  the 
English,  Latin,  and  Hebrew  principles  of  formation,  I  analyzed 
many  of  the  old  Lidian  names,  which,  until  we  reached  Albany, 
are  all  in  a  peculiar  dialect  of  the  Algonquin. 

SiNO  SlNQ. — This  name  is  the  local  form  of  the  name  for  rocks, 
and  conveys  the  idea  of  the  plural  in  the  terminal  letter.  Oi-^j 
in  modern  Algonquin  (the  Chippewa  dialect),  is  stone,  or  rock. 
Inffy  is  the  local  form  of  all  nouns  proper.  The  term  may  be  ren- 
dered simply  place  qf  rocks* 

Nyac. — This  appears  to  be  tbie  name  of  a  band  of  Lidians  who 
liv^d  there.     The  termination  in  oc,  is  generally  from  aeke,  land. 

CROTON.^-Historically,  this  is  known  to  have  been  the  name  of 
a  noted  Lidian  chief,  who  resided  near  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
The  word  appears  to  be  derived  from  n^m,  a  wind.  I£  we  admit 
the  interchange  of  sounds  of  n  for  r,  as .  being  made,  and  the 
ordinary  change  of  t  for  d,  between  the  Holland  and  Lidian  races^ 
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this  derivation  is  probable.     The  letter  e  seems  to  be  the  sign  of 
a  pronoun. 

Tappai^  Sea. — It  is  perceived  from  Yanderdonk,  and  from  t)ld 
maps  and  records,  that  a  band  of  Indians  lived  here,  who  were 
called  the  ^^  Ta'ppan%t€%,^^ 

PouQHKBBPSiB  is  a  derivative  of  Avirfihkeef^ng^  u  e.j  Place 
of  shelter.  The  entrance  of  the  Fall  Kill  into  the  Hudson  is  the 
feature  meant.. 

CoxACKiB,  is  evidently  made  up  in  the  original  from  JruJb,  to  cut, 
and  aukiey  earth,  which  was,  probably,  in  old  days,  as  it  is  in  fact 
yet,  a  graphic  description  of  a  ridge  cut  and  tumbled  in  by  the 
waters  of  the  Hudson  pressing  hard  on  that  riiore. 

r 

GLAYERAck  is  not  Indian.  Clovey  in  the  HoUandais,  is  an  open- 
ing or  side-gorge  in  the  valley.  MaeJci  is  a  reach  or  bend  in  the 
river,  the  whole  length  of  which  was  known,  as  we  see,  to  the  old 
skippers  as  separate  rack$.  The  reach  of  cloves  began,  at  what  is 
now  the  city  of  Hudson,  the  old  Glaverack  landing. 

Tawabentha. — ^Normanskifl'is  the  first  Iroquois  name  noticed. 
It  means  the  hill  of  the  dead.  Albany  itself  has  taken  the  name 
of  a  Scottish  dukedom  for  its  ancient  Iroquois  cognomen,  Ske- 
nek-ta-<lea:  of  this  compound  term,  Ske  is  a  prepositional  particle, 
and  means  beyond;  nek  is  the  Mohawk  name  for  a  pine;  and  the 
term  ta-4ea  is  descriptive  of  a  valley. 

IStk,  Beached  Detroit  in  th6  steamer  ^^  Gren.  Wayne,"  and  as- 
sumed the  duties  of  my  new  appointment^  One  of  ike  earliest 
Washington  papers  I  opened,  gave  an  account  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
William  Ward,  a  most  valuable  clerk  hi  the  Indian  Bureau;  a  man 
of  a  fine  literary  taste,  who  formerly  edited  and  established  the 
Jforth^wcit  Joumaly  at  the  City  of  Detroit. 

19tL  A  singular  denouement  is  made  this  morning,  which  ap- 
peals strongly  to  my  feelings.  On  getting  in  the  stage  at  Vernon, 
in  Western  New  York,  a  gentleman  of  easy  manners,  good  figure, 
and  polite  address,  whom  we  will  call  Theodoric,  kindly  made  way 
for  me  and  my  family,  which  led  us  to  notice  him,  and  we  traveled 
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iqgetlier  qpxtp  to  I>etroit,  and'  j>ut'  up  at  tlie  sitme  lioteL    Thii 
\  ttwrning  ai  note  from  him  r^veaUT]^  to  be  a  yoang  Yirginian,  seek- 

ing  Mb  fbrtunid  weBt|»nd  out  of  fmidB,^^d  makes  preciaely  sitoh  an 

apiiea)  as  it  u  hard,  and  w^flgin.fiicti  te^i^^ 

ttike<hi8'tnmkiffi^g0|  by  the  next  ttean^,  to  my  houae  at  Mim&- 

maok^and  I  shoidd  be  up  in  a  short  time^  aod  fitmiilli  him.etoiploy* 

ment  ia  the  Indian  department. 
'  85eA«^'Belr.  Mr.  iLi^enbaoh,  of  the  MoraTiaa .  taini%  Canada* 
i  writes^  that  the  prop<»rtaoi&al  al^^ 

I  1888,.]s  unpaid.    He  sajfs  they  were  paid  |188.^th8»  ml^Tf 

I.    '        .       being  one«ihird  pf  the  original  annuity.    He^states tihat  Mr.  Vogler 
i  ,  :  and  Mr*  llfiekeh  arriyedon  the Kabias  witfi upwards  of  setentjr 

\   '  '  sdtds,  hafing  left  nearly  <me'huudned  at  Green '^ 

..   .low  thei|k:.  and  that  these  two  men  haye  oommenoed  a  new  missioa 
,  amongthe  'DerlawiiMe.  >  Mr.  Laays  that  ttere  are  hot  about  one 
^  hundred  i^d  tw<nity  .a^ouk  le^  who  propose,  to  remain  in  Canada 
witA.him*^  '  . 

;'  *  iOtSk.  K^bie  t  An  exdamation  of*  tiie  A^gpn<{iiina  in  paariiig 
.  • /diAgerous  n>di^  shoMS  in  thdr  oanoes^  w]ieB  the  m^^ 

Query:  Is  not  this  the  oriii^  .  :^        '  - 

Mdjf  2d.  MsjiAr  Garland^  Qiy  pred^ceAsflr  in  the  disburaemeuts, 
writes  from  Washington:  ^^Ton  have  a  heavy  task  on  your  hands 
for  this  season ;  and,  in  addition  to  the  hands  of  Briareus,  you  will 
need  the  eyes  of  Argus.'* 

8d.  I  made  the  payments  to  the  Saginaw  chiefs  in  specie,  under 
the  treaty  of  the  14th  of  January,  18S7. 
'  lO^A.  Mr.  F.  W.  Shearman,  the  able  and  ingenious  editor  of  the 
Journal  of  JSducationj  writes  from  Marshall,  that  it  recmyes  an  in- 
creased circulation  and  excites  a  deeper  interest  in  the  people, 
with  his  plans  for  further  improyements. 
>  V  IQth.  Letters  from  Mackinack  informs  me  that  the  Ottawas 
design  leaying  their  location  in  the-  United  States  for  the  Mani- 
'  touline  Islands,  in  Canada,  where*  inducements  are  held  out  to 
them  by  agents  of  the  British  goyemment.  They  fear  going  west : 
they  cling  to  the  north. 

2Qth»  The  Harpers,  publishers  at  New  York,  send  me  copies  of 
the  first  issue  of  my  Atgie  Be^earcheBy  in  two  yols.,  12mo.  They 
intend  to  puhlUh  the  work  on  the  1st  proximo. 
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2Sd.  Letters  from  WashiDgtoii  speak  of  the  treasury  as  being 
loir  in  specie  funds. 

%ith.  Sales  of  the  lands  of  the  Swan'  Greek  and  Black  River 
ChippewaSy  are  made  at  the  Land  Office  in  Detroit,  in  conformity 
with  the  treaty  of  May  9th,  1836.  The  three  years  that,  have 
elapsed  in  this  operation,  have  brought  the  prices  of  lands  from 
the  summer  heat  to  the  zero  of  prices. 

27th.  iVa,  in  the  Algonquin  language,  means  excellent  ox  tn^n- 
^ndent,  and  way  moticm.  ThuB  t&e  names  of  two  chiefs  who  vi^ 
sited  me  ta  day  on  business,  are  Na^eezhig^  excellent- or  transcend- 
ent day,  and  Ke-wa-geezhigy  or  returning  cloud.  Whether  the 
word  geezhig  shall  be  rendered  day,  or  cloud,  or  sky,  depends  on 
t^e  nature  of  its  prefix.  To  move  back  is  ke'WOy  and  hence  the 
prefixed  term  to  the  latter  name.   . 

June  4^A.  Received  from  Col.  De  Garme  Jones,  Mayor  of  De- 
troit, sundry  manuscript  documents  relative  to  the  administration 
of  Indian  afiairs  of  Gov.  Hull,  of  the  dates  of  1807,  '8  and  '9. 

Mr.  Johnstone,  of  Aloor,  near  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  brings  me  a 
note  of  introduction  from  Gen.  James  Talmadge,  of  New  York. 
Mr.  J.  is  a  highly  respected  tnan  at  home,  and  is  traveling  in 
America  to  gratify  a  laudable  curiosity. 

1th.  Reached  Mackinack,  on  board  the  steamer  Great  Western, 
Capt.  Walker. 

lO^A.  The  Albany  Evening  Journal  has  a  short  editorial  under 
the  head  of  Algic  Reeearchee:  ^'Such  is  the  title  of  a  work  firom 
our  countryman  Schoolcraft,  which  the  Harpers  have  just  published, 
in  two  volumes.  It  consists  of  Tales  and  Legends,  which  the  Author 
has  gleaned  in  the  course  of  his  long  and  familiar  intercourse  with 
the  children  of  the  Forest,  illustrating  the  mental  powers  and  cha- 
racteristics of  the  North  American  Indians. 

"  Mr.  Schoolcraft  has  traveled  far  into  the  western  wilds.  He 
has  lived  much  with  the  Indians,  and  has  studied  their  character 
thoroughly.  He  is  withal  a  scholar  and  a  gentleman,  whose  name 
is  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  the  excellence  of  all  he  writes.'* 

llth.  I  set  out  to  complete  the  appraisement  of  the  Indian  im- 
provements on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Huron,  under  the  8th  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  March  28th,  1836. 

12th.  Paid  the  Indians  of  L'Arbre  Croche  villages  at  Little 


IrftTeiBa  SnyyitlM  ivionit  of  dto  iqjffMbeiieat  qf  AeirjpvUfe 

«  mproTepentB)  made  mider  the  irMiy  of  1886. 

IXih.  Fkoeead  to  (kBad  Irs Tjona  Bqr»  to  ^iew  t^ 
BHHkm  by  MieMn.  DoigbMij  uid  Flenoig.    ^oud  it  heated  tm 

*  tlMMndsi  neer  tiM  bottoei  of  the  bar/,  wken^TaHef  eotfld.  Ml 
Mdoad,  et  aymtgg  uttgly  fhotifato  of  •dtaategee  that  it  ^edd 
not  have  been  possible  to  aeleel  aworie  rite  in  the  uiiiiiiialji  ef  the 
whole  bay,  wUoh  is  lai!g^  and -abounds  in  dnp  harben»  '  Con- 
denuied  the  rite  ferthifithy  and  the  aapie  doy  xf^^  ef 

cperatifms  to  Kosa'e'iiEige,  on  a  bay  nesir  ikf^  end  off  the  peB» 
sola;    I'afkinrwardi'eneamped  en.  the  &pea  lake  shure^'beUnd  a 
sand  dr^ito  afoid  the  Ibtee  of  the  windy  and,  as  1^^ 
of  the  Iske,  Idled,  ttade  the  transrse  to  the  Beaver  Idandi,  te 
appraise  the  rslne  of  the  Indium  imprereiasnts  at  that  plaee,  and, 
hating  dione  this,  pot  a^BTOsl  to  the  nia|n  sh^ 
porpoee;    In  this  trip  Ifr.  Tvtier  aoeonipanied  me  to  keep  the 
lists,  sad  Dr.  Dkmghuis  to  vaecine  the  Indians,  Ihe  latter  dT  whom 
r^hHTted  JlU^peiEsons  al  having  sdniitted  toMoeife  Ae  viraa. , 
.  ,  The  Albany  p^wrs  eonlinne  to  piUish'notnosa..of  A^gioB^ 

.    $Mrei£$.    TheJ^fiitof'thelSthJtiii^s^^ 

'  ereft  has  added  another  to  his  elaimeiipon.the  eoaridepation  '<rf  the 
reading  public,  by  a  recent  wprk  (from  the  press  of  the  Messrs. 
Harper),  entitled  ^Algie  Ite$eareheiy  comprising  inquiries  respect- 
ing the  mental  characteristics  of  the  North  American  Indians.' 
It  is  the  first  of  a  series,  which  the  author  promises,  to  continue 
at.  a^future  day,  illustrative  of  the  mythology,  distinctive  opinions, 
And  intellectual  character  of  the  aborigines.  These  volumes  com- 
prise their  oral  tales,  vfith  preliminary  observations  and  a  general 
introduction.  The  term  Algic\  is  introduced  by  the  andior,  in  a 
generic  sense,  for  all  the  tribes,  widi  few  exceptions^  that  were 
found  in  1600  jEipread  out  between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Misrisrippi. 
'^  To  those  who  care  to  loch  into  the  philosophy  of  the  Indian 
character,  these  oral  fictions  will  be  reiad  with  interest.  They  are 
curious  in  themselves,  and  not  less  so  as  a  mikterial  ste{>in  the  re- 
searches that  may  serve,  in  the  sequel,  to  unveil  the  ori^«  as  well 
as  the  intellectual  traits,  of  these  tribes.  They  will  at  least  es- 
tablish the  fact  of  ^an  oral  imaginative  Lore'  among  the  aborigines 
of  this  continent,  of  which  they  give  us  fiuthfiil  specimens. 
'^  Probably  no  man  in  this  country  is  better  qualified  to  pursue 
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these  researchea  than  Mr.  Schoolcraft.  A  long  residence  in  the 
Indian  country^  and  official  intercourse  mth  the  tribes,  have  given 
him  an  access  to  the  Indian  mind  which  few  have  enjoyed^  and 
which  none  have  improved  to  a, greater  extent  by  habits  of  obser« 
▼ation  and  philosophical  investigation.  A  residence  at  Mackinaw 
is  of  itself  calculated  to  beget,  as  it  is  to  gratify,  a  taste  for  the 
prosecution  of  these  inquiries*  It  is  described  by  Miss  Martineau 
as  ^  the  wildest  and  tenderest  piece  of  beauty  that  she  had  yet  seen 
on  God's  earth.'  It  is  indeed  a  jppot  of  rare  attractiveness.  Stand- 
ing upon  the  promontory^  in  the  rear  of  the  fort  and  town,  the  view 
embraces  to  the  north  the  head  waters  of  the  Huron  and  the  far- 
off  isles  of  St.  Martin,  to  the  west  Qreen  Isle  and  the  straits  of 
Mackinaw^  and  to  the  east  and  south  Bois  Blanc  and  the  Great 
Lake.  It  is  a  delightful  summer  retreat,  and  many  are  the  legends 
and  reminiscences  of  the  scenes  of  enjoyment  passed  here  in  ab- 
solute, and  we  are  assured  happy,  exclusion  from  the  outwai'd 
world,  during  the  winter;  months.  It  has  been  regarded,  at  no 
distant  day,  as  importapt  not  only  as  the  rendezvous  of  the  Fur 
Companies'  agents  and  employers  and  the  Indian  traders,  bilt  as 
a  government  military  post.  It  is  still  a  great  resort  of  the  north- 
em  Indians.  Often  their  lodges  and  their  bark  canoes,  of  beaufi- 
ful  construction,  line  the  pebbly  shore ;  and  the  aboriginal  habits 
and  mental  characteristics  may  be  studied  on  the  spot. 

^^It  is  ,to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  S.  will  resume  the  course  of  inquiry 
and  research  that  he  has  marked  put  for  himself;  and  that  he  will 
he  induced  to  give  ^  the  public  the  results  of  his  long  and  intimate 
familiaiity  with  the  Indian  life  and  character.'* 

nth.  The  Detroit  Daily  Advertisery  of  this  day,  has  the  follow- 
ing critical  notice  on  the  work  of  Algic  JReiedrcheij  under  the  head 
of  Indian  Tale$  and  Legends. 

^'This  work  has  just  been  offered  for  sale  at  our  bookstores,  and 
ire  strongly  recommend  it  to  all  those  who  feel  an  interest  in  the 
character  of  our  aborigines.  It  is  well  known  to  many  of  us  here» 
that  Mr.  Schoolcraft  has,  for  the  last  several  years,  been  industri- 
ously engaged  in  collecting  facts  which  illustrate  the  ^mythology, 
distinctive  opinions,  and  intellectual  character'  of  the  Indians. 
His  researches  have  embraced  ^  their  oral  tales,  fictitious  and  histo- 
rical ;  their  hieroglyphics,  music,  and  poetryj  and  the  grammatical 
structure  of  their  languages,  the  principles  of  their  construction. 
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and  the  actual  state  of  their  vocabnlary.'  The  materials  he  has 
now  on  liand  afford  him  the  means  of  fulfilling  this  extensive  plan, 
and  this  ^  first  series'  is  only  a  leading  publicatiop. 

^' When  the  position  which  Mr.  S.  has  occupied  for  the  last  seven- 
teen or  more  jears  is  recollected,  as  well  as  his  fitness  and  exertions 
to  improve  all  its  advantages,  we  shall  at  once  see  the  benefit  to 
the  literary  and  scientific  world  which  his  researches  in  these  va- 
rious departments  are  likely  to  produce.  The  subjects  which  have 
engaged  his  attention  are  regarded  with  deep  interest  by  the  phi- 
lanthropist, the  philologiist,  the  archsBoIogist,  as  well  as  many  other 
liberal  inquirers,  both  in  Europe  and  America,  who,  amid  the 
scanty  facts,  cursory  observations,  and  hurried,  random  conjec- 
tures of  those  who  have  been  favored  with  a  comparatively  near 
view  of  them,  have  lamented  the  want  of  such  deliberate  investi- 
gations and  comparative  examinations,  continued  with  sober  judg- 
ment through  a  long  series  of  years^  as  are  now  offered  to  the 
public.  We  trust  that  a  proper  and  .enlightened  patronage  will 
warrant  Mr.  Schoolcraft  in  completing  his  design.  No  ihan,  pos- 
sessing his  qualifications,  has  enjoyed  his  advantages.  He  has 
been  able  to  take  up,  at  his  leisure,  the  scattered  links  of  a  broken 
chain,  and  fit  them  together.  A  chaos  of  aboriginal  facts  will  be 
reduced,  under  his  hand,  to  some  degree  of  order. 

^'Mr.  Schoolcraft  and  Mr.  Gatlin  have  done  more  to  preserve 
the  fleeting,  traits  of  aboriginal  character  and  history  than  all  their 
predecessors  in  this  '£eld  of  inquiry,  and  none  can  follow  them 
with  the  same  success,  aq  none  can  have  the  same  range  of  subjects 
before  them.  The  scene  is  changmg  with  each  year,  and  the  past, 
with  respect  to  the  Savages,  .does  not  recur.  They  fall  back  with 
no  hope  to  recover  lost  ground ;  they  diminish  with  no  hope  to 
increase  again;  they  degenerate  with  no  hope  toxevive  in  physical 
or  moral  strength.  Those  who  have  seen  them  most  during  the 
last  few  years,  have  seen  them'  best.  Aft^  observers  will  find 
mere  fragments,  or  a  heterogeneous  .mass,  in  which  all  original 
identity  is  distorted  or  gone. 

^^The  Tales  now  published  must  not  be  estimated  for  their  in* 
trinsic  merit  alone.  They  may  have  less  variety  of  constructioii, 
less  beauty  of  imagination,  less  singularity  of  incident,  than  belong 
to  oriental  tales,  the  productions  of  more  refined  times,  or  more 
excitable  people;    But  the  estimate  must  not  be  comparative. 
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Thej  are  to  be  regarded  as  the  type  of  aboriginal  mind,  as  the 
measure  of  intellectual  power  of  our  Sons  of  the  Forest;  as  speak- 
ing their  sentiments,  their  hopes  and  their  fears,^  whatever  they 
were  or  are,  whether  elevated  or  depressed,  whether  raising  the 
race  or  sinking  it.  in  the  scale  of  untutored  nations.  Whether  they 
prove  a  poverty  of  mental  energy,  a  feebleness  of  imagination,  a 
want  of  invention,  or  the  reverse,  eannot  affect  the  value  of  these 
volumes  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  look  into  them  for  evidences 
of  the  true  character  of  the  Indians.  Mr.  Schoolcraft,  or  any 
other  gentleman  of  taste  and  skill,  might  have  formed  out  of  these 
materials  a  series  of  Tales,  highly  finished  in  their  unity  and  de- 
sign, strikingly  colored  by  fancy,  such  as  would  have  caught  the 
popular  whim.  But  thid  was  not  his  object.  He  has  been  honest 
in  his  renderings  of  the  aboriginal  sense,  w;hether  pointed  or  mys- 
tical, of  the  Indian's  mythology,  whether  intelligible  or  obscure; 
of  their  shadowy  glimpses  of  the  pai^t  and -the  future;  of  the  be- 
ginning and  end  of  things,  without  alteration  or  embellishment. 
Such  a  work  was  wanted,  and  such  a  work  was  expected  from  Mr. 
Schoolcraft. 

"  If  we  have  room,  we  will  quote  one  or  two  of  the  shorter  tales, 
such  as  '  Mon-daw-min,  or  the  origin  of  Indian  corn,'  and  the  ^  Ce- 
lestial Sisters,'  both  of  which  are  very  characteristic,  and  show, 
under  the  garb  of  much  figurative  beauty,  how  Indians  appreciate 
the  blessings  of  a  kind  Providence,  and,  how  his  domestic  affections 
may  glow  and  endure.  Indeed,  there  are  few  of  these  tales  that 
would  not  give  interest  to  our  columns,  and  we  shall  be  pleased  to 
give  our  readers  an  occasional  taste,  provided  we  thereby  induce 
them  to  supply  themselves  with  the  full  feast  in  their  power." 

20f A.  It  is  stated  that  the  oldest  town  in  the  United  States  is 
St.  Augustine^  Florida,  by  more  than  forty  years.  It  was  founded 
forty  years  before  Virginia  was  colonized.  Some  of  the  houses  are 
yet  standing  which  are  said  to  have  been  built  more  than  three 
centuries  ago,  that  is  to  say,  about  1540.  De  Soto  landed  in 
Florida  in  1539.  Narvaez,  in  his  unfortunate  expedition,  landed 
in  1537.  Both  these  expeditions  were  confined  to  the  exploration 
of  the  country  west  and  north  of  the  Bay  of  Espiritu  Santo,  reach- 
ing to  the  Mississippi.  De  Soto  crossed  the  latter  into  the  south- 
eastern corner  of  the  present  State,  of  Missouri,  and  into  the  area 
of  Arkansas,  where  he  died. 
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•21^.  The  Detroit  Free  Press j  of  this  day,  has  the  following 
i;emftrk8: — 

^^  Much  interest  is  manifested  in.  this  work  of  Mr.  Schoolcraft, 
as  a  timely  rescue  from  oblivion  of  an  important  portion  of  the 
great  world  of  mind — important  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  manifestation 
of  two  principles  of  human  nature  prominent  in  an  interesting 
variety  of  the  human  race,  the  sense  of  the  marrebns  and  the 
«ense  of  the  beautiful,  or  the  developments  of  wonder  and  ideality. 
The  character  of  a  people  cannot  be  fully  understood  without  a 
reference  to  its  tales  x)f  fiction  and  ittf  poetry^  Poetry  is  the  off* 
spring.of  the  beautiful  and  the  wonderful,  and  mjuch  of  it  the  re^er 
will  find  embodied  in  the  Indian  tales  to  which  the  author  of  the 
Alffie  Researches  has  given  an  enduring  record. 

^'  Much  of  this  work  fitrohgly  reminds  the  reader  of  the  Grecian 
Mythology  and  t'he  Arabian  Nights  Entertainments. 

^^  According  to  one  of  the  Odjibwa  tales^  the  mcuning  star  was 
once  a  beautiful  damsel  that  longed  to  go  to  ^  the  place  of  the 
breaking  of  daylight."  By  the  following  poetic  invocation  of  her 
brother,  she. was  raised  upon  th^  winds,  blowing  from  ^the  four 
comers  of  the  earth,'  to  the  heaven,  of  her  hopes : — 

Blow  wmds,  bloWl  mj  sister  lingers 

From  her  dwelling  in  the  sky, 
^hpte' the  mom  Vfiih  T08y  fingers, 

Shall  her  cheeks  with  Termil  dje* 

There,  my  earliest  views  directed, 

Shall  from  her  their  color  take, 
And  her  smiles,  through  clouds  reflected, 

Guide  me  on,  by  Wood  and  lake. 

^^  The  work  abounds  with  sim^r  beautifal  thoughts  and  inven- 
tions. 

^^  Catlin  may  be  called  the  red  man's  painter ;  Schoolcraft  his 
poetical  historian.  They  have  each,  painted  in  living  colors  the 
workings  of  the  Indian  mind,  and  painted  nature  in  her  unadorned 
simplicity.  They  have  done  much  which,  without  them,  would^ 
perhaps,  have  remained  undone,  and  beOom^  extinct  with  the 
Indian  race.  As  monuments  of  history  for  future  ages,  their 
works  are  not  sufficiently  appreciated. 

^'  The  author  of  these  volumes  has  stamped  upon  hirpage  mucb 
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I  ■ 

pf  the  intellectual  existence  of  the  simple  children  of  the  forest, 
and  bequeathed  us  a  detail  map  of  their  terra  incagnitOr-^tlieir 
fireside  amusements  in  legendary  lore." 

I  am  willing  to  notice  this  and  some  other  criticisms  of  this 
work  as  popular  expressiona  of  opinion  on  the  aubject.    But  it  is 
difficult  for  an  editor  to  judge^  from  the  mere  face  of  the  volumes, 
what  an  amount  of  auxiliary  labor  it  has  required  to  collect  these 
legends  from  the  Indian  wigwams.     They  had  to  be  gleaned  and 
translated  from  time  to  time«     Seventeen  years  have  passed  since 
I  first  began  them — not  that  anything  like  this  time,  or  the  half  of 
it,  has  been  devoted  to  it.     It  was  one  of  my  amusements  in  the  long 
winter  >evenings-^the  only  time  of  the  year  when  Indians  will  tell 
stories  and  legends.     They  required  pruning  and  dressing,  like 
wild  vines  in  a  garden.     But  they  are,  exclusively  (with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  allegory  of  the  vine  and  oak),  wild  vines,  and  not 
pumpings  up  of 'my  own  fancy. '  The  attempts  to  lop  off  excre- 
scences are  not,  perhaps,  always  happy.    There  might,  perhaps, 
have  been  a  fuller  adherence  to  the  original  language  and  expres- 
sions ;  but  if  so,  what  a  world  of  verbiage  must  have  been  retained. 
7he  Indians  are  prolix,'  and  attach  value  to  many  minutiae  in  the 
relation  which  not  only  does  not  help  forward  the  denouement,  but 
is  tedious  and  witless  to  the  last  degree.     The  gems  of  the  legends 
— the  essential  points — ^the  invention  and  thought-work  are  all 
preserved. 

Their  chief  value  I  have  ever  thought  to  consist  in  the  insight 
't^hey  give  into  the  dark  cave  of  the  Indian  mind — ^its  beliefs,  dog- 
mas, and  opinions — its  secret  modes  of  turning  over  thought — its 
3real  philosophy ;  and  it  is  for  this  trait  that  I  believe  posterity 
"will  sustain  the  book. 

A  literary  friend,  of  good  judgment,  of  Detroit,  writes  (19th) : 
^^  Your  tales  have  reached  me,  and  I  have  read  them  over  with  a 
^eep  interest,  arising  from  a  double  source — ^the  intrinsic  value  of 
such  stories  and  the  insight  they  give  of  Indian  intellect  and 
xnodes  of  thought.  They  form  a  truly  important  acquisition  to 
our  literary  treasures,  as  they  throw  a  light  on  the  Indian  charac- 
t;er  which  has  been  imparted  from  no  other  quarter.  They  form  a 
i^tandard  by  which  to  determine  what  is  true  and  what  is  false  in 
the  representations  made  heretofore  of  the  aboriginal  nations  on 
most  prominent  subjects.    No  one  wiU  doubt  that  you  render  the 
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genuine  Indifui  mind  and  .heart.  Those  whqf  confcnrm  to  these 
renderings  will  pass  muster ;  the  rest  will  he  rejected.  Lei  Mr. 
Cooper  and  others  he  thus  measured/' 

24M.  Muk-kud-da  Ea-niew  (or  the  B}ack  War  Eagle),  chief  of 
the  coasts  of  Arenac,  brought  me  an  antique  pipe  of  peculiar  con- 
struction, disinterred  at  Thunder  Bay.  It  was  found  about  six 
fe^t  underground,  and  was  disclosed  bj  the  Mowing  down  of  a 
large  pine^  which  tore  up  a  quantity  of  ^arth  by  its  roots^  The 
tree  was  two  fathoms  round,  and  would  make  a  large  canoe.  With 
the  pipe  were  found  two  earthen  vases,  which  broke  on  taking 
them  up.  In  these,  vases  were  some  small  bones  of  the  pickereVs 
spine.  He  saw  also  the  leg  bones  of  4ui  Indian,  but  the  upper  part 
of  the  skeleton  appeared  to  be  decomposed,  and  was  not  visible. 
He  thinks  the  tree  must  have  grown  up  on  an  old  grave.  The 
pipe  consisted  of  a  squared  and  ornamented  bowl,  with  a  curved 
and  tapering  handle,  all  made  solid  from  a  sort  of  coarse  terra 
coUu,  He  says  it  was  used  by  taking  the  small  end  in  the  mouth, 
and  thinks  such  was  the  practice  of  the  ancient  Indians,  although 
the  mode  is  now  so  different  by  their  descendants.  The  chief 
ornament  consists  of  eight  dots  on  each  face,. separated  by  longi- 
tudinal strokes,  leaving. four  in  a  compartment.  If  the  tree  was 
four  feet  diameter^  as  he  states,  it  denotes  an  ancient  occupation 
of  the  shores  of  Lake  Huron,  which  was  probably  of  the  old  era 
of  the  mining  for  copper  in  Lake  Superior. 


t 

I 


PKBSOKAL  MEMOIRS.  6S7 


CHAPTER    LXVIII. 

American  antiquities — Michilimackinaok.a  sammer  resort — Death  of  Ogimau 
Keegido— Brothertons — An  Indian  election — Cherokee  mnrders — ^Board 
of  Regents  of  the  Michigan  University — Archseologioal  facts  and  mmors — 
Woman  of  the  Green  Valley — A  new  yarietj  of  fish — Visits  of  the  Austnan 
and  Sardinian  Ministers  to  the  U.  S. — Mr.  Oallqp — Sioux  murders — A  re- 
markable display  of  aurora  borealis-^Ottawas  of  Maumee— Extent  of 
auroral  phenomena — Potawattomie  cruelty — ^Mineralogy — Death  of  Ondi- 
fika — Chippewa  tradition — ^Fruit  trees — Stone's  preparation  of  the  Life 
and  Times  of  Sir  William  Johnson — Dialectid  difference  between  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Ottawas  and  the  Chippewas — Philologioal  remarks  on  the 
Indian  languages-— Mr.  T.  Hnlbert. 

1839.  June  25th,  Alex  Y.  Y.  Bradfobd,  Esq.^  of  New  York, 
being  about  to  publish  a  work  on  American  antiquities,  "*"  solicits 
permission  to  use  some  of  my  engravings.  I  am  glad  to  see  an 
increasing  interest  in  our  archseology,  and  hope  to  live  to  see  the 
day  when  the  popular  tastes  wiU  permit  books  to  be  published  on 
the  subject* 

26th^  if  rs.  Morris  brings  a  letter  from  Hon.  A.  B.  Wing,  of 
3f  onroe.  She  contemplates  spending  the  summer  on  the  island 
on  account  of  impaired  health.  The  pure  air  and  fine  summer 
climate  of  Mackinack  begin  to.  be  appreciated  within  a  year  or 
two  by  ..Yftletudinarians.  It  is  a  perfect  Montpelier  to  them. 
The  inhaling  of  its  pure  and  dry  atmosphere  in  midsummer  is 
found  to  act  very  favoraUy  on  the  digestive  organs.  No  process 
<£  heaUJi-making  ffymnasticM  is  prescribed  by  physiciaaa.  They 
merely  direct  persons  to  walk  about  and  enjoy  the  sights  and 
scenes  about  them^  to  saunter  along  its  winding  paths,  or  go  fish- 
ing  or  gunning.  Its  woods  are  delightful,  and  its  cliffii  command 
the  sublimest  views.  One  would  think  that  if  the  mnses  are  ever 
routed  from  the  bare  hills  of  Olympus  and  the  springs  of  Helicon, 
they  would  take  shelter  in  the  ^ens  of  Michilimackinack,  where 
the  Indian  pukweeSj  i^fairieiy  danced  of  old. 

•  ^ 

.    *  TUt  woik  «M  paUMMd,  I  ihink,  ia  184L 
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I  received  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Ogiman  Keegido  (Speaker 
Chief),  the  head  sachem  of  the  SaginawB.  He  had  indulged 
some  time  in  drinking,  and,  after  getting  out  of  this  debauch,  was 
confined  by  sickness  three  days.  Death  came  to  his  relief.  Some 
years  ago  this  man  met  with  an  accident  by  the  discharge  of  a 
gun,  by  which  his  liver  protruded ;  he  took  his  knife  and  cut  off  a 
small  piece,  which  he  ate  as  a  panacea.  He  was  a  man  of  strong 
passions  and  ungovemed  will.  He  visited  Washington  in  1836, 
and,  with  other  chiefs,  sold  the  Saginaw  reservations. 

The  party  of  Saginaws  who  brought  me  the  above  information 
had  among  them  twenty-two  orphan  children,  whose  parents  had 
died  of  small-pox.     They  were<on  their  way  to  the  Manitoulines. 

2Sth,  Mud-je-ke-wis,  a  minor  chief  of  Grand  Traverse  Bay,  sur- 
renders a  belt  of  blue  and  white  wampum,  and  a  gilt  gorget,  which 
he  had  received  from  some  officer  of  the  British  Inditin  Depart- 
ment in  Canada,  saying  he  renounces  allegiance  to  that  govern- 
ment, and  reports  himself,  from  this  day,  as  an  American. 

29th.  Chingossamo  (Big  Sail),  of  Cheboigan,  having  migrated 
to  the  Manitouline  Islands  with  thirteen  families,  about  seventy- 
nine  souls,  an  election  was  this  day  held,  at  this  office,  by  the 
Indians,  to  supply  the  place  of  ruling  chief.  Sticks,  of  two  colors, 
were  prepared  as  ballots  for  the  two  candidates.  Of  these,  Kee- 
showa  received  two-thirds,  and  was  declared  duly  elected.  I 
granted  a  certificate  of  this  election.  The  present  population  is 
reduced  to  forty-four  souls,  who,  live  in  thirteen  families.  This 
band  are  Chippewas. 

Gen.  Scott  arrives  at  this  post,  on  a  general  to^^  of  inspection 
of  the  northern  posts,  and  proceeds  the  same  day  to  Sault  St. 
Marie,  accompanied  by  Maj.  Whiting. 

July  2(2.  The  Wisconsin  Democrat^  of  this  date,  contains  an 
interesting  sketch  of  the  history  of  the  Brotherton  Indians, 
which  is  represented  to  be  ^^  composed  of  the  descendants  of  the 
six  following  named  tribes  of  Indians,  viz.,  the  Naittgansetts,  of 
Rhode  Island ;  the  Stoningtons,  or  Pequoits,  of  Groton,  Conneo- 
ticut ;  the  Montauks,  of  Long  Island ;  the  Mohegans,  NianUcks, 
and  Farmington  Indians,  also  of  Connecticut.  Several  years 
before  the  American  Revolution,  a  single  Indian  of  the  Montauk 
tribe  left  his  nation  and  traveled  into  the  State  of  New  York.  He 
had  no  fixed  purpose  in  view  more  than  (as  he  expressed  it)  to  see 
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the  world.    During  his  absence,  however,  he  fortunately  paid  a 
yisit  to  the  Oneidas,  then  a  very  large  and  powerful  tribe  of  In- 
dians residing  in  the  Statp  of 'New  York.    With  them  hje  concluded 
to  rest  a  short  time.     They,  discovering  that  he  possessed  ^  some 
of  the  white  man's  learning,'  employed  him  to^  teach  a  common 
reading  and  writing  school  among  them.     He  remained  with  them 
longer  than  he  at  first  intended.     During  this  time  the  Oneida 
chief  made  many  in(}uiries  respecting  his  (the.  Montauk)  tribe; 
and  the  other  tribes  before  mentioned,  and  received,  for  answer, 
^  that  they  had  almost  become  extinct — that  their  game  was  fast 
disappearing — that  their  landed  possessions  were  very  small — ^that 
the  pxire  blood  of  their  ancestors  had  become  mixed  with  both  the 
blood  of  the  white  man  and  the  African — ^that  new  and  fatal  dis- 
eases had  appeared  among  them — that  the  curse  of  all  curses,  the 
white  man's  stream  of  liquid  fire,  was  inundating  their  very  exist- 
ence, and  the  gloomy  prospect  of  inevitable  annihilation  seemed 
to  stare  them  in  the  face — that  no  ^  hope  with  a  goodly  |)ro8pect 
fed  the  eye.'     The  Oneida  chief,  actuated  partly  with  a  desire  to 
extend  the  hand  of  Brotherly  affection  to  rescue  the  above  tribes 
from  the  melancholy  fate  that  seemed  to  await  them,  and  partly 
with  a  desire  to  manifest  his  deep  sense  of  the  valuable  services 
rendered  to  hun  and  his  nation  in  his  having  taught  among  them 
a  school,  gave  to  the  schoolteacher  a  tract  of  land  twelve  miles 
square  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  his  tribe,  and  the  other  tribes 
mentioned." 

The  treaty  of  the  14th  of  January,  1887,  with  the  Saginaws,  is 
confirmed  by  the  Senate. 

Zd.  The  Arkansas  Little  Hock  Gazette,  of  this  date^  states  that 
the  loAg  existing  feud  in  the  Cherokee  nation,  which  has  divided 
its  old  and  new  settlers,  has  terminated  in  a  series  of  frightful 
murders.     Its  language  is  this  : — 

'^  We  briefly  alluded  in  our  last  to  a  report  from  the  west  that 
John  Bidge,  one  of  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  nation, 
had  been  assassinated.  More  recent  accounts  confirm  the  fapt, 
and  bring  news  of  the  murder  of  Ridge's  father,  together  with 
Elias  Boudinot  and  some  ten  or  twelve  men  of  less  distinction 
(some  accounts  say  thirty  or  forty),  all  belonging  to  Bidge's  party. 
^^  These  murders  are  acknowledged  to  have  been  committed  by 
the  partisans  of  John  Ross,, between  whom  and  Ridge  a  difference 
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and  80  the  detachment  retomed  to  the  garrison,  and  after  that  the 
mordera  subsequent  to  that  of  Ridge  were  committed.  'One  of 
them  was  perpetrated  within  the  bounds  of  Washington  Couty, 
in  this  Stat^,  and  we  hope  the  necessary  steps  will  be  taken  by 
our  authorities  to  secure  and  bring  to  trial  the  murderer,  and  thus 
preserve  inviolate  the  jurisdiction  of  our  State  over  her  own  soil. 

<<  We  learn  that  a  council  was  called  of  the  wholo  nation,  to  be 
held  yesterday,  with  a  view  of  settling  the  existing  dificnltiei^ 
and  we  hope  it  may  result  in  establishing  peace  among  them/' 

8(2.  I  received  a  letter  introducing  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kane,  of  Al- 
bany. We  love  an  agreeable  snrpriae.  I  recognised  in  Mrs.  E. 
the  daughter  of  an  old  friend — a  most  lady-liko,  agreeable,  and 
talented  woman ;  and  deemed  my  time  agreeably  devoted  in  show* 
ing  my  visitors  the  curiosities  of  the  ieland; 

6ti,  The  business  of  my  superiatendency  calls  mo  to  Detroit. 
Fiscal  questions,  the  employment  of  special  agents,  the  oollection 
of  treasury  drafts,  the  payment  of  annuitien ;  theee  are  some  of 
the  constant  cares,  full  of  responsibilities,  whioh  call  for  inoesBant 
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yigilanoel    I  reached  the  city  in  the  Bteamer  ^^  Gen.  Wayne,*^  at  8 
o'clock,  in  the  morning.  \ 

Sth.  John  'A«  Bell,  and  Sand  Watie,  Cherokee  chiefs,  publish 
in  the  Arkansa9  Q-aeette^  an  appeal  to  public  justicei  on  the  mur- 
der of  the  Ridges  and  Boudinot,  which  took  place  on  the  22d  of 
June  previous. 

13f  A.  Rev.  Mr.  Duffield  informs  me  of  some  geological  antiqui- 
ties, reported  to  have  been  recently  discovered  in  Ohio,  made  in 
the  course  of  the  excavations  on  the  line  of  the  canal,  between 
Cleaveland  and  Beaven 

15ei.  The  Board  of  Regents'  of  the  University  of  Michigan 
inform  me,  by  their  secretary,  of  my  having  been  placed  on  a  com- 
mittee, as  chairman,  to  report  ^^such  amendments  to  the  organic 
law  of  the  University,  as  they  shall  deem  essential,  with  a  view 
to  their  presentation  to  the  next  legislature.'' 

25th.  Being  on  my  passage  from  Detroit  to  Mackinack,  on  Lake 
Huron,  a  Mr.  Wetzler,  of  Rock  River,  Wisconsin,  stated  to  me 
that  a  Mr.  Dayy,  an  English  emigrant,  found,  in  making  an  exca- 
vation in  his  land  near  ^^  Oregon,"  soine  antiquities,  consisting  of 
silver  coins,  for  which  Mr.  Wetsler  offered  him,  unsuccessftilly, 
950.  The  story  looks  very  much  like  a  humbug,  but  it  ^Iras  told 
with  all  seriousness  by  a  respectable  looking  man. 

A  Mr.  Ruggles,  of  Huron,  Ohio,  who  was  abowrd  of  the  same 
vessel,  said,  that  hacks  of  an  axe  were  found  in  buried  cedars, 
some  years  ago,  at »  depth  of  about  40  feet  below  the  surfieiee, 
near  the  east  edge  of  Huron  County,  Ohio.  There  are  no  cedars, 
he  adds,  now  growing  in  that  section  of  Ohio. 

The  Burlington  Gazette  (Iowa)  says,  ^*  that  a  Sac  and  Fox  war 
party  recently  returned  from  the  Missouri,  bringing  eight  scalps,  and 
a  number  of  female  prisoners,  and  horses.  The  Indians  murdered 
were  of  the  Omaha  tribe.  The  party  consisted  of  ten  men,  with 
their  squaws ;  and,  although  only  eight  scalps  were  brought  in,  it 
is  supposed  that  not  a  single  man  escaped.  We  are  not  aware 
that  feelings  of  hostility  have  heretofore  existed  between  these 
nations.  The  ostensible  object  of  the  Sao  and  Fox  party  was  to 
chastise  the  Sioux.  The  expedition  was  headed  by  Pa-ma-sa,  the 
bold  and  daring  brave  who  recently  inflicted  a  dangerous  wound 
upon  the  person  of  Ee-o-kuk/* 
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26th.  Arriyed  at  Mackinack,  in  the  steamer  "  United  States/' 
at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  after  an  absence  of  about  twenty  days. 

2^th.  Mr.  John  R.  Kellogg  says,  that  during  the  early  settle- 
ment of  Onondaga,  N.  Y.,  say  about  1800,  in  cutting  into  a  tree, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Skaneateles,  iron  was  struck.  On  searching, 
they  cut  out  a  rude  chain,  which  was  wound  about  in  the  wood, 
and  appeared  to  have  been  fastened  above.  Query,  had  this  been 
a  pot  trammel  of  some  ancient  explorer?  Onondaga  is  known  to 
have  been  early  visited. 

He  also  stated  that  three  distinct  hacks  of  an  axe,  of  the  ordi- 
nary size,  were  found,  in  cutting  down  an  oak,  at  the  same  period, 
in  Ontario  County.  Six  hundred  cortical  layers  were  found  ouf- 
Me  of  these  antique  hacks,  indicating  that  they  were  made  in  the 
12th  century.  I  record  these  archaeological  memoranda  merely  for 
inquiry. 

29th.  Osha-wus-coda-waqua,  a  daughter  of  Wabojeeg,  a  cele- 
brc^ted  war  chief  of  the  close  of  last  century,  of  Lake  Superior, 
visited  the  ofiSce.  She  states  that  her  name  is  the  result  of  a  dream, 
by  some  ancient  crone,  who  oflSciated  at  her  nativity,  and  that  it 
means  the  Woman  of  the  Gfreen  Valley.  She  is  now  about  60 
years  of  age.  When  about  15  or  16,  she  is  said  to  have  been  a 
slender,  comely  lass,  with  large  bright  hazel  eyes,  and  a  graceful 
figure.  At  this  age,  she  married  a  young  gentleman  from  the 
north  of  Ireland,  of  good  family  and  standing,  and  high  connections, 
who  made  a  wild  adventure  into  this  regioQ.  This  is  the  origin 
of  the  Johnston  family,  in  the  basin  of  Lake  Superior,  and  the 
Straits  of  St.  Mary's.  She  has  had  eight  children,  four  sons  and 
four  daughters,  all  of  whom  grew  up  to  maturity,  and  all  but  the 
eldest  are  now  living.  Her  husband,  who  became  a  noted  merchant 
or  outfitter,  a  man  of  great  influence  with  the  Indians,  and  high 
intelligence  and  social  virtues,  died  in  1828,  at  the  age  of  about 
66  years.  She  is  now  subject  to  some  infirmities ;  fleshy  and 
heavy,  and  strongly  inclined,  I  should  judge,  to  apoplexy.  Her 
father,  Wabojeeg,  died  of  consumption,  not  very  old.  She  told 
me  that  the  hieroglyphics  and  pictures  which  the  Indians  cut  on 
trees,  or  draw  on  barks,  or  rocks,  which  are  designed  to  convey 
instruction^  are  called  Ke-Kee-win — a  word  which  has  its  plural 
in  un.     It  is  a  noun  inanimate.     She  laughs  at  the  attempts  of 
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the  American  and  foreign  traders  to  speak  the  Indian,  the  rules  of 
which  they  perpetually,  she  says,  violate. 

81«f.  A  new  species  of  white  fish  appears  in  the  St.  Mary's  this 
spring.  It  is  characterized  by  a  very  small  mouth,  and  pointed 
head,  and  a  crowning  back,  and  is  a  remarkably  fat  fish.  The 
Odjibwas  call  it  c-don-i-beej  or  water-mouth.  Hence  the  Canadian 
word  Ihdiiee. 

Wakazo,  an  Ottawa  chief  of  Waganukizzie,  and  his  band  visit 
the  office,  to  confer  on  their  affairs.  He  persists  in  his  former 
determination  to  form  an  agricultural  settlement  with  his  people^ 
on  the  North  Black  River,  Michigan  shore,  and  says  that  they  will 
go  down,  to  open  their  farms,  soon  after  the  payment  of  the 
annuities. 

Aug.  l9t.  Visited  by  the  Baron  Mareschal,  Austrian  Minister 
at  Washington,  and  Count  de  Colobiano,  Minister  of  the  kingdom 
of  Sardinia.  These  gentlemen  both  impressed  me  with  their  quiet, 
easy  manner,  and  perfect  freedom  from  all  pretence.  I  went  out 
with  them,  to  show  them  the  Arched  Rock,  the  Sugar-loaf  Bock, 
and  other  natural  curiosities.  At  the  Sugar-loaf  Bock  they  got 
out  of  t^e  carriage  and  strolled  about.  The  baron  and  count  at 
last  seated  themselves  on  the  grass.  The  former  was  a  tall,  rather 
grave  man,  with  blue  eyes,  well  advanced  in  years,  and  a  German 
air;  the  latt^,  three  or  four  inches  shorter  of  stature,  with  black 
eyes,  an  animated  look,  and  many  years  the  junior. 

it/u  My  children  arrived  at  Mackinack  this  evening,  from  their 
respective  schools  at  Brooklyn  and  Philadelphia,  on  their  summer 
vacation,  and  have,  on  examination,  made  good  progress.. 

1th.  Albert  Gallup,  Esq.,  of  Albany,  lands  on  his  way  to  Green 
Bay  as  a  U.  S.  commissioner  to  treat  with  the  Stockbridges.  This 
gentleman  brought  me  official  dispatches  relative  to  his  mission  and 
the  expenditures  of  it,  and,  by  his  ready  and  prompt  mode  of  act- 
ing and  speaking,  led  me  to  call  to  mind  another  class  of  visitors, 
who  seem  to  aim  by  extreme  formality  and  circumlocution  to  strive 
to  hide  want  of  capacity  and  narrow-mindedness.  Mr.  Gallup 
mentioned  a  passage  of  Scripture,  which  is  generally  quoted 
wrong — '^  he  who  reads  may  run*' — ^which  set  me  to  hunting  for  it. 
The  passage  is'* that  he  mayrun  thatreadeth  it." — HABAKEnKii.2. 

10th.  Mr%  Stringham,  of  Green  Bay,  reports  that  he  had  re- 
cently visited  the  scene  of  a  battle  or  affray  between  the  Sioux 


'  jMdrOhiii|ieirKi;  oo  LilDi  St:  Gi^vwif  Om  WBrnA  of  «iift  fik. 
Oroiz  Biver,  Up{^er  WmhmppL  One  or  two  fliovc,  tt'faaMjhM 
fceim kiUed bgr  aodoUD  tihon^vd/BBft yoo^ihai-af '» pirtj  tf  ^^Uqppe- 

.  iooth  tbof^t  of  Like  St.  tinnx.  ThflJ  /if oo  Mtoody  folliBfiroi  bj. 
the  SioKy .  wtio,  mtchiag  timt  opportimity,  UH  ob  tho.  enoii  liUb 
they  were  asleeis  near  dsylight*  One  kondred  and  twea^  ip«o 
killed  iarilie  oatot  As  lOM  M  tlie  CAuppewM  diMmnd  Adr 
poaitieny  and  Teborevad  their  aelgponaeaaio%  diej  vafiied^  slid,  aib» 
taddag  die  aan^laBtay  drwre  tliam  froai  die  Idd^  kOled  -  twwiy 
tad dbMeddiemte near  dMrir ^^  Hearingtf  thia,  the  eap- 
tdn  of  tto^efeeamar^  on  board  rf  wU^ 

y..  like,  and  thcijTiewed  the  dead  Jbodiea.    .      ""         ^  . 

IMliL' Betohied  t6  Ifaekkaek,  aftara  tirip  iriT  eight  d^  to 
Dalrotl;*   Xhelowa  pvftam  giTe^aeeoinlt%f  Iheveeerit  ah^ipkiBg 

.  inaMen  ecmmitfted  bj  thr Sion  *^We  leaea,"  apya  tka  INmtkijf* 
t&nPMnkj  ^Hfcoipa  Cfatenwr  .Laaaa  and  aliodbei^  gertUttaaa,  iHia 
oame  paaaengere  op  the  ^Ibne^'  hit  e?eA!i^  tiiat'  two.lraadrad  and 
twenty  IndiaiNi  were  kaied  {nthe  appe^  eoaaftijaboal  the  latriaai 
^The  &e^,  as  they'weio  relaleMy  a  jMag  geat^^  wka  waa  at, 
the  treaty,  are  as  fdlowB:  This  SieiDX  had  iatitijid  the  tUpp9W*$ 
to  meet  them  at  St.  Peter'B,  for  the  purpoee  of  making  a  treaty  of 
everlaeting  friendship^  The  Ohippewas  asaemUed  aooordii^ly — 
the  pipe  of  peace  was  8moked*-and  thej  parted  apparently  good 
friends.  A  large  party  of  the  Ohippewas  was  encamped  at  the 
Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  and  a  smaller  pl^rty  encamped  on  the  St. 
Croix,  on  their  way  home,  withent  the  l^ast  saspieion  of  treachery 
0)1  the  part  of  the  Siooz.  While  they  were  thus  peaceaUy  en- 
camped, they  were  surprised  by  the  Sioux,  who  ootemenoed  thmr 
bntohery.  They  immediately  rallied,  but  bs(fore  the  battle  terni* 
nated  the  Ohippewas  lost  one  hundred  and  fifty  at  the  FaDa  and 
twenty  on  the  St.  Oroix.  the  nomber  of  Sionx  killed  on  the  oe^ 
casion  amounted  to  about  fifty.  We  do  not  mnch  wonder  at  the 
hostility  that  has  been  exhibited  by  the  Sanks  and  Foxes  against 
the  Sioux,  if  this  latter  tribe  has  always  been  as  treaeheroaa  aa 
they  were  on  the  above  occasion." 

Sept  Bd.  A  remarkable  and  most  magnificent  display  of  the 
Aurora  Borealis  occurred  in  the  evening.  It  b^an  a  quarter  be* 
fore  eight,  as  I  was  sitting  on  the  piassa  in  front  of  my  house,  which 
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eommands  a  view  of  the  lake  in  front,  and  the  whole  southern 
hemisphere.  From  the  lenith  points  of  light  fliCred  down  the  sonth* 
em  hemisphere.  The  north  had  none.  For  five  minutes  the.  ap- 
pearance was  most  magnificent.  Streaks  of  blue  and  crimson  red 
light  appeared  in  seTeral  parts«  At  ten  minutes  to  eight,  long  lines 
began  to  form  on  the  eaist,  then  if  est,  and  varying  to  north-west, 
very  bright,  silvery  and  phosphorescent.  Before  nine,  the  rays  shot 
up  from  the  horizon  north-east,  and  finally  north — the  southern 
hemisphere,  at  the  same  time,  losing  its  brilliance.  This  light  con- 
tinued in  full  activity  of  effulgence  to  ten,  and,  after  my  retiring 
from  the  piazza,  its  gleams  were  visible  through  the  windows  the 
greater  pat>t  of  the  night,  till  two  o'clock  or  later. 

11th.  A  chief  from  Bt.  Mary's,  called  lawba  Waddik  (Male 
Beindeer),  visited  the  office.  This  man's  name  affords  an  evidence 
of  the  manner  in  which  a  noun  or  adjective  prefix  is  joined  to  a 
noun  proper,  namely,  by  the  interposition  of  a  consonant  before  the 
noun,  whenever  the  latter  beffins^  and  the  former  enddj  with  a 
vowel.  We  cannot  say,  iawba-a^tJt — ^male  deer;  but  euphony  re- 
quires that,  in  these  cases,  the  letter  to  should  precede,  and  soften 
the  sound  of  the  initial  a. 

This  chief  was  first  introduced  to  me  in  1822.  His  tall  and 
lithe  form,  his  ease  of  manners,  and  a  certain  mild  and  civilized 
air,  made  me  notice  him.  He  turned  out  to  be  the  youngest  son 
of  a  noted  war  chief,  called  the  White  fisher — ^Wa-bo-jeeg.  He 
bad,  however,  never  been  on  the  war  path,  but  addressed  himself 
ealrly  to  the  art  of  hunting,  in  which  he  excelled,  and  furnished 
his  family  with  a  plentiful  supply  of  food  and  clothing.  He  had 
had  twelve  children  by  one  wife,  giving  an  impressive  lesson,  that 
peaceful  habits  and  a  plentiful  supply  of  the  means  of  subsistence, 
are  conducive  to  their  usual  results. 

He  is  now  about  46  years  of  age.  The  seventeen  years  during 
which  I  have  known  him,  have  not  detracted  from  his  erect  figure, 
his  mild  and  easy  manners,  or  his  docile  and  decidedly  domestic 
disposition. 

12th.  The  payment  of  the  Indian  annuities,  which  commenced 
tm  the  3d  instant,  was  continued  till  the  10th,  and,  skipping  the 
11th  (Sunday),  finished  this  day.  These  payments  were  made  as 
usual,  in  specie,  and  per  capita — man,  woman,  and  child  faring 
The  annuities  in  provisions,  tobacco,  salt,  Ace,  were,  in 
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conformity  with  custom,  turned  over  to  the,  chiefs  of  bands  in 
bulk ;  and  by  them  divided,  with  scrupulous  care,  amoQg  their 
people.  The  payments  and  deliveries  have  engaged  the  whole 
force  of  the  department  for  seven  or  eight  days,  and  have  ended 
satisfactory  to  the  Indians,  who  have  been  subsisted,  meantime, 
on  th6  public  provisions,  without  trenching  on  their  own  stock. 

ISth.  The  Matimee  Ottawas  arrive  at  Louisville,  Ey.^  on  their 
way  to  the  west.  Among  this  band  there  are  two  chiefs,  Anto- 
kee,  the  head  chief,  and  Petonoquette,  a  much  younger  man. 
Anto-kee  is  a  son  of  the  cdebrated  chief  Tushquaquier,  who  was 
looked  upon  by  the  Ottawas  as  the  fathier  of  the  tribe.  Petano- 
quette  is  half  French,  son  of  Louisan,  a  distinguished  chief,  who 
was  killed,  when  Petonoqiiette  was  a  mere  child,  by  that  most  bar- 
barous and  ferocious  of  all  warriors,  Eish-kau-go,  who  afterwards 
coVnmitted  suicide  in  the  Detroit  jail,  in  which  he  was  confined 
for.  murder.  Anto-kee  and  Petonoquette  are  represented  as  very 
good  men,  well  informed,  and  not  much  inclined  to  barbarity. 
The  former  is  said  to  be  a  relative  of  the  great  Pontiac. 

14f A.  Leave  Mackinack  for  Detroit. 

27fA.  Return  from  an  official  visit  to  the  office  at  Detroit. 

SOth.  A  London  paper  of  Sept.  4th  notices  a  brilliant  display 
of  the  aurora  borealis  and  falling  stars,  on  the  same  day  of  the 
extraordinary  display  of  the  same  kind,. witnessed  on  this  island. 
The  first  impression  in  that  city,  was  of  a  great  fire  in  some  distant 
part  of  the  city,  there  being,  at  first,  a  dense  red  light.  The  dif- 
ference between  the  two  places  is.  about  25^  of  latitude.  Ita 
commencement  was  about  half,  or  three  quarters  of  an  hour  later. 
The  editor  says : — 

^'  Between  the  hours  of  ten  last  night  and  three  this  morning 
in  the  heavens  were  observed  one  of  the  most  magnificent  spe- 
cimens of  that  extraordinary  phenomena — the  falling  stars  and 
northern  lights — ever  witnessed  for  many  years  past.  The  first 
indication  of  this  singular  phenomenon  was  about  ten  minutes 
before  ten,  when  a  light  crimson,  apparently  vapor,  rose  from 
the  northern  portion  of  the  hemisphere,  and  gradually  extend- 
ed to  the  centre  of  the  heavens,  and  by  ten  o'clock,  or  a  quar- 
ter past,  the  whole,  from  east  to  west,  was  in  one  vast  sheet 
of  light.  It  had  a  most  alarming  appearance,  and  was  exactly 
like  that  occasioned  by  a  terrific  fire.    The  light  varied  consider- 
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ably ;  nt  one  time  it  seemed  to  fall,  and  directly  after  rose  with 
intense  brightness.  There  were  to  be  seen  mingled  with  it  vo- 
lames  of  smoke,  which  rolled  over  and  over,  and  every  beholder 
seemed  convinced  that  it  was  ^  a  tremendous  conflagration.'  The 
consternation  in  the  metropolis  was  very  great ;  thousands  of 
persons  were  running  in  the  direction  of  the  supposed  catastrophe* 
The  engines  helonging  to  the  fire  brigade  stations  in  Baker  Street, 
Farringdo/n  Streiet,  Wattling  Street,  Waterloo  Road,  and  likewise 
those  belonging  to  the  West  of  England  station ;  in  fact,  every 
fire-engine  in  London  was  horsed,  and  galloped  after  the  supposed 
^  scene  of  destruction'  with  more  than  ordinary  energy,  followed 
by  carriages,  horsemen,  and  vast  mobs.  Some  of  the  engines  pro- 
ceeded as  far  as  Highgate  and  HoUoway  before  the  error  was 
discovered. 

'^  These  appearances  lasted  for  upwards  of  two  hours,  and  to- 
wards morning  the  spectacle  became  one  of  more  grandeur.  At 
two  o'clock  this  morning,  the  phenomenon  presented  a  most  gor- 
geous scene,  and  tme  very  difficult  to  describe.  The  whole  of. 
London  was  illuminated  as  light  as  noonday,  and  the  atmosphei^e 
was  remarkably  clear.  The  southern  hemisphere,  at  the  time 
mentioned,  although  unclouded,  was  very  dark,  but  the  stars, 
which  were  innumerable,  shone  beautifully.  The  opposite  side  of 
the  heavens  presented  a  singular  but  magnificent  contrast ;  it  was 
clear  to  the  extreme,  and  the  light  was  very  vivid  ;  there  was  a 
continual  succession  of  meteors,  which  varied  in  splendor.  They 
apparently  formed  in  the  centre  of  the  lieavens,  and  spread  till  they 
seemed  to  burst ;  the  efiect  was  electrical ;  myriads  of  small  stars 
shot  out  over  the  horizon,  and  darted  with  that  swiftness  towards 
the  earth  that  the  eyia  scarcely  could  follow  the  track ;  they  seemed 
to  burst  also  and  throw  a  dark  crimson  over  the  entire  hemisphere. 
The  colors  were  the  most  magnificent  that  ever  were  seen.  At> 
half-past  two  o'clock  the  spectacle  changed  to  darkness,  which^ 
on  dispersing,  displayed  a  luminous  rainbow  in  the  zenith  of  the 
heavens  and  round  the  ridge  of  darkness  that  overhung  the  south- 
ern portion  of  the  country.  Soon  afterwards,  columns  of  silvery 
light  radiated  from  it ;  they  increased  wonderfully,  intermingled 
amongst  crimson  vapor,  which  formed  at  the  same  time;  and^ 
when  at  the  full  height,  the  spectacle  was  beyond  all  imagination. 
Stars  were  darting  about  in  all  directions,  and  continued  until  four 
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o'clock,  and  all  died  away.  Duri&g  the  time  that  they  lasted,  a 
great  many  persons  assembled  on  the  bridges  across  the  rirer 
Thames,  where  they  had  a  commanding  yiew  of  the  heavens,  and 
watched  the  progress  of  the  phenomenon  attentively.'' 

Oct.  2d.  Mr.  J.  H.  Kinzie,  of  Chicago,  mentioned  to  me,  in  a 
former  interview,  a  striking  trait  of  the  barbarity  of  the  Pota^ 
wattomies  in  the  treatment -of  their  women.  Two  female  slaves, 
or  wives  of  Wabnnsee,  had  a  quarrel.  (5ne  of  them  went,  in  her 
excited  state  of  feeling,  to  the  chief,  and  told  him  that  the  other 
had  ill-treated  his  children.  He  ordered  the  accused  to  come  be- 
fore him.  He  told  her  to  lie  down  on  her  back  on  the  ground. 
He  then  directed  the  other  (her  accuser)  to  take  a  tomahawk  and 
dispatch  her.  She  split  open  her  skull,  and  killed  her  immediately. 
He  left  her  unbiiried,  but  was  afterwards  persuaded  to  direct  the 
murderess  to  bury  her.  She  dug  a  grave  so  shallow,  that  the 
wolves  dug  out  the  body  that  night  and  partly  devoured  it. 

M.  James  L.  Schoolcraft  brought  me  some  mineralogical  and 
geological  specimens  from  I$le  Cariboo — ^the  land  of  golden  dreams 
and  fogs  in  Lake  Superior.  The  island  has  a  basis  of  chocolate- 
colored  sandstone. 

5th.  The  Oneida  Whig  mentions  the  death,  on  the  20th  ultimo, 
near  Oneida  Castle,  New  Tork,  of  Ondayaka,  head  chief  of  the 
Onondagas,  aged  about  ninety-six.  At  the  time  of  his  death, 
Ondayaka,  and  the  subordinate  chiefs  and  principal  men  of  his 
nation,  were  on  their  way  to  join  in  the  ceremonies  of  electing  a 
head  chief  of  the  Oneidas.  Within  a  few  miles  of  the  council 
house  of  the  latter  tribe,  Ondayaka  placed  himself  at  the  head  of 
the  deputation  of  the  Onondagas,  and  commenced  the  performance 
of  the  ceremonies  observed  on  such  occasions,  when  he  was  sud- 
denly seised  with  the  bilious  colic.  Calling  the  next  chief  in 
authority  to  fill  his  station,  he  withdrew  to  the  road  side,  when  he 
soon  after  expressed  a  consciousness  that  ^^it  was  the  will  of  the 
(fremt  Spirit  that  he  should  live  no  longer  upon  the  earth."  He 
then  sent  for  his  people,  and  took  leave  of  them,  after  counseling 
them  to  cultivate  and  practice  temperance  and  brotherly  love  in 
their  councils  and  among  the  people  of  the  nation,  and  friendship 
and  integrity  with  all.  He  soon  after  became  unable  to  speak, 
and  in  a  few  hours  his  spirit  was  gathered  to  the  Great  Spirit  who 
gave  it. 
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7th.  The  following  ia  an  Odjil^va  traditioiu  Adjejank  and 
Oshugoe  were  brothers^  Uring  at  St.  Mary's  Falls.  Oshugee  was 
the  elder.  One  daj  he  took  his  brother's  fishingi^pole  into  the 
rapids,  and  aceidentaUy  broke  it.  This  caused  a  qnarreU  Oshngee 
went  off.  south,  and  was  referred  to  as  Shawnee.  This  was  the 
origin  of  that  tribe  who  cdil  the  Chippewas  Taunger  Brother j  to* 
this  day.  This  ,is  said  by  Nabunwa.  The  Shawnee  (southman) 
here  named  is  not  the  Shawnee  tribe.  With  this  explanation^  the 
tradition  may  be  admitted.  It  was  probably  the  origin  of  the 
Potawattomies. 

IQth.  Two  phim  trees,  standing  in  front  of  the  agency,  which 
had  attained  their  full  growth,  and  borne  fruit  plentifully,  for  some 
few  years,  began  to  droop,  and  finaljy  died  durmg  the  autumn. 
I  found,  by  examination,  that  their  roots  had  extended  into  cold 
underground 'springs  of  water,  which  have  thdur  issue  under  the 
high  cliff  immediately  behind  the  agency.  They  bad  originally 
been  set  out  as  wall  fruit,  within  a  few  feet  of  the  front  wall  of 
the  house,  on  its  southern  side.  The  one  was  the  common  blue 
plum,  the  other  an  egg  plum. 

A  mountain  ash,  standing  some  twenty  feet  west  of  them,  had 
protruded  its  roots  into  a  similar  cold  moisture,  but,  so  far  from 
injuring  it,  th^  tree  grew  more  luxuriantly,  putting  forth  leaves 
and  berries  in  the  greatest  profusion.  Seeing  this  disposition  to 
flourish  by  its  proximity  to  undergroun<)  currents,  I  cut  the  bark 
of  the  tree,  which  is  of  a  close  binding,  character,  to  allow  it  to 
expand,  and  found  this  to  have  an  excellent  effect.  This  tree 
bears  a  white  bell-shaped  cluster  of  blossoms,  which  originate  the 
most  beautiful  scarlet  berries  in  the  autumn.  The  one  species  is 
a  native,  the  other  an  exotic. 

12th.  Pemid-je^j  signifies  in  Chippewa  across,  sideways.  Go- 
datu  is  a  garment,  or  cloth  designed  for  it.  Hence  mad-jee-co-ta 
a  skirt  or  side^loth. 

VltK  Col.  Wm.  L.  Stone  writes  that  he  is  making  progress  in 
bis  Life  and  Times  of  Sir  William  Johnson^  and  begs  a  copy 
of  the  old  Military  Orderly  Book,  in  my  possession,  detailing  the 
siege  and  taking  of  Fort  Niagara,  &;c.  He  says  of  Algic  Re- 
searches: ^By  the  way,  what  a  delightful  book  you  fiimuihed  us. 
Don't  you  remember  that  I  told  you  not  to  go  to for  re- 
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vision  ?  He  would  have  spoiled  your  simple  md  beautiful  tales* 
President  Way  land,  my  brother-inJaw,  was*  delighted  with  them." 

Dec,  5th.^  Abraham  Schoolcrc^fti  Special  Emigrating  Agent,  re- 
ports the  safe  arriiral  of  the  Swan  Creeks  at  their  destination  on 
the  river  Osage.  The  lands  are  fertile,  the  waters  good^  forest 
trees  in  abundanoe.for  fire-wood  and  fences.  Everything  promises 
well  fbr  their  future  prosperity. 

ISth.  Wrote  to  Col.  Stone,  transmitting  him  a  copy  of  the  old 
journal,  before  alluded  to,  of  the  siege  of  Niagara,  in  1759,  the 
march  of  Gen.  Bradstreet  for  the  relief  of  Detroit,  in  1763,  &c. 

26^.  Mackinack  'has  again  assumed  its  winter  phase.  We  are 
shut  in  from  the  tumult  of  the  world,  and  must  rely  for  ourjsources 
of  intellectual  sustenance  and  diversion  on  books,  or  researches, 
such  as  may  present  themselves. 

The  following  words,  I  am  assured,  are  different,  in  the  Ottawa 
and  Chippewa  dialects : — 


1.  Axe, 

2.  Point, 

3.  Spring  ( season  )> 

4.  Scissors, 

5.  Spear, 


Chippewa. 
Wag-4-kwut, 
Na-au-shi, 
Se-gwun, 
Mozh-w&-gun, 
Ah-nit, 


6.  Stop ;  cease ;  be  still,  Ah-no-wa-tan, 

7.  It's  flown  away,  Ke-pah-ze-qwah-o, 

8.  Maple  tree,  In-ne-nah-tig, 
.  9.  Milk,                           ToHio8h-&-bo, 

10.  Small  lake,  or  pond,    Sah-gi-e-gan, 

11.  lie  smokes,  Sug-gus-wau, 

12.  It  is  calm,  Ah-no-wd-tin, 

13.  Itwillbeasevere,  or 

bad  day, 

14.  I  will  visit, 

15.  Ilewillqaarrel(with) 

you, 

16.  He  will  strike  you, 

17.  Hammer, 

18.  Dog, 

19.  My  mother, 

20.  Yes, 


Ottawa. 
Nah-bah-gun. 
Sin-gang. 
Me-no-karmi. 
Sip-po-ne-gi&n. 
Nah-bah-e-gun. 
Mah-garnick. 
Ke-ke-ie-kay. 
As-sin-ah-miflh. 
Mb-nah-gan-4-bo. 
Ne-bis. 
Pin-dah-qoa. 
To-kis-flin. 


Tah-mat-chi-geezh-ik-od.        Tahrgoot«a-gan. 
Ningah-mah-wa-tish-e-way,    Ningab-Ne-bwatch-e- 

way. 


Kegah-Ke-kau-mig, 

Kegah-Puk-e-tay-og, 

Puk-ke-tai-e-gun, 

An-ne-moosh, 

Nin-guh, 

Aih, 


Kegaa-ne-tehi*we-jg. 

Kegah-wa-po-tug. 

WapKhge-gin. 

An-ne-mo-kaa-gi. 

Nin-gosh. 

Aa-nin-da. 


It  is  evident  that  these  dialectic  differences  arise,  not  from  the 
use  of  a  different  language,  but  a  different  mode  of  applying  the  same 
language — a  language  in  which  every  syllable  has  a  well-kno 
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priinitiye  meaning.  Thus,  in  the  name  for  maple  tree  (8),  the  Ghipp- 
pewa  means,  sponted,  or  man  tree  (alluding  to  its  being  tapped  for 
its  sap),  and  the  Ottawa,  stoned,  or  cut  tree,  alluding  to  the  same 
featuce.  The  same  terms  are  equally  well  known,  and  proper  lA 
both  dialects.  So  in  10,  the  one  says  a  collection  of  runnbg  water, 
the  pther,  a  little  mass  of  water.  So  in  13,  the  one  says,  literally, 
it  will  be  a  bad  day;  the  other,  it  will  storm.  So  in.  17,  the  one 
says  strike-instrument ;  the  other  swing-instrument.  So  in  20,  one 
uses  an  affirmative  partiole,  the  other  says,  certainly. 

Slst.  Bev.  Thomas  Hulbert,  of  the  Pic,  'on  the  norths  hores  of 
Lake  Superior,  writes  about  the  orthography  and  principles  of  the 
Indian  languages.  When  this  gentleman  was  on.  his  way  inland,' 
he  stopped  at  my  house,  and  evinced  much  interest  in  the  oral 
traditions  of  the  Indians,  as  shown  in  Algic  Researcheij  and 
presented  me  the  conjugation  of  the  Indian  verb  ^^to  «e«,"  filling 
many  pages  of  an  old  folio  account  book — all  written  in  the  wretched 
system  of  notation  of  Mr.  Evans.'^  I  stated  to  him  the  analytical 
mode  which  I  had  pursued  in  my  lectures  on  the  structure  of  the 
languages,  with  the  very  best  helps  at  St.  Mary's ;  and  that  I  had 
found  it  to  yield  to  this  process — that  the  Algonquin  was,  in  fact, 
an  aggregation  of  monasyllabic  roots:  that  words  and  expressions 
were  formed  entirely  of  a  limited  number  of  original  roots  and  par- 
ticles, which  had  generic  meanings.  That  new  words,  however 
compounded,  carried  these  meanings  to  the  Indian  ear,  and  were 
understood  by  it  in  all  possible  forms  of  accretion  and  syllabica- 
tion. That  the  derivatives  founded  on  these  roots  of  one  or  two 
syllables,  could  all  be  taken  apart  and  put  together  like  a  piece  of 
machinery.  That  the  principles  were  fixed,  philosophical,  and 
regular,  and  that,  although  the  language  had  some  glaring  defects, 
as  the  want  of  a  feminine  pronoun,  and  many  redundancies,  they 
were  admirably  adapted  to  describe  geographical  and  meteorologi- 
cal scenes.  That  it  was  a  language  of  woods  and  wild%.  That  it 
failed  to  convey  knowledge,  only  because  it  had  apparently 
never  been  applied  to  it.  And  that  those  philologists  who  had 
represented  it  as  an  agffltUinated  mass,  and  capable  of  the  most 
recondite,  pronominal,  and  tensal  meanings,  exceeding  those  of 
Greece  and  Rome,  had  no  clear  conceptions  of  what  they  were 

*  A  Weslejan  missionary,  some  time  at  Port  Samia,  opposite  Fort  Gratiot, 
Canada.  • 
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speaking  of.  That  its  principles  arc  not,  in  fact,  polys jnthetic,  bat 
on  the  contrary  unasynthetic :  its  rules  were  all  of  one  piece.  That, 
in  fine,  we  should  never  get  at  the  truth  till  we  pulled  down  the 
erroneous  fabric  of  the  extreme  polysynthesiats,  which  was  erected 
on  materials  furnished  by  an  exceUent,  but  entirely  unlearned 
missionary.  But  that  this  could  not  be  done  now,  such  was  the 
prestige  of  names ;  and  that  he  and  I,  and  all  humble  laborers  in 
the  field,  must  wait  to  submit  our  views  till  time  had  opened  a 
favorable  door  for  us.  It  was  our  present  duty  to  accumulate  facta, 
not  to  set  up  new  theories,  nor  aim,  by  any  means,  to  fight  these 
intellectual  giants  while  we  were  armed  but  with  small  weapons. 

Mr.  Hurlbut  entered  into  these  views.  He  had  now  reflected  upon 
them,  and  he  made  some  suggestions  of  philological  value.  He 
was  an  apt  learner  of  the  language,  as  spoken  north  of  the  basin 
of  Lake  Superior. 

^^  Orthography,*'  he  writes,  ^^  though  of  much  importance,  did 
not  engage  so  nmch  of  my  attention  as  the  construction  of  the 
language.  I  am  not  so  sanguine  as  to  that  performance  (the  con- 
jugation of  the  verb  to  see)  as  to  be  anxious  to  bring  forward 
ai^other.  I  am  aware  that  an  Indian  speaker,  who  had  never 
studied  his  own  language,  would  pronounce  much  of  that  incorrect 
(in  following  a  particular  system  imposed  on  him),  particularly 
in  the  characterizing  (definitive)  form,  for  in.  this  conjugation  the 
root  always  undergoes  a  change.  If  the  first  syllable  be  short,  it 
is  lengthened,  as  be-moo-zay  bartnoo-zacL  If  it  be  long,  another  is 
added,  as  ouu-bety  oureuvrbed,*  But  when  a  particle  is  used,  as 
is  more  generally  the  case,  the  root  resumes  its  original  form,  as 
guu'(mu-bed.  1  thought  it  best  to  preserve  uniformity.  I  inserted 
a  note  explaining  this.  Upon  this  principle  of  euphony,  Mr. 
Evans'  orthography  will  answer  better  than  may  at  first  appear. 
When  the  vowel  is  short,  the  final  consonant  is  sharp,  as  mekf 
mvJcy  met;  but  when  the  vowel  is  long,  it  sounds  like  mee^,  seeg^ 
neeffy  nuug,  meed. 

*'  I  had  thought  of  making  a  collection  of  words,  as  a  com- 
mencement for  a  lexicon,  but  there  are  impedimenta  in  my  way 
for  the  present :  1st,  I  want  a  plan ;  I  want  the  opinion  of  those 
versed  in  the  language,  as  two  roots  frequently  coalesce  and  form 
compound  terms,  and  sometimes  two  verbs  and  a  noun  amalgamate 

*  This  is  in  Mr.  Evans'  System  of  Orthography. 
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bj  clipping  all ;  and  it  requires  a  skillful  hand  to  dissect  tliem  and 
show  the  originals.  Should  all  these  compound  terms  be  Intro* 
duced  (in  the  contemplated  lexicon),  it  would  swell  the  work  to  ^ 
good  size.  If  this  be  not  done,  we  must  find  some  rule  for  com- 
pounding  the  termSy  that  the  learner  may  be  able  to  do  it  for  • 
himself.     This  (the  rule)  1  have  not  yet  ascertained. 

"  I  am  favorably  situated  for  making  philological  observations. 
fl  observe  that  the  Cree^  although  essentially  the  same  language 
as  the  Chippewa,  yet  drops,  or  never  had,  many  of  the  suffix  ex- 
pletive particles  of  the  latter,  though  the  prefix  particles  are  pretty 
much  the  same  in  both.  The  Cree  has  not,  I  believe,  the  double 
negative  nor  the  adverbial  and  plaintive  forms  of  verbs,  as  I  have' 
termed  them.  This  renders  the  language  less  complex,  and  much 
more  easy  of  acquisition  than  the  Chippewa. 

"  One  thought  was  forcibly  impressed  on  my  mind  while  perus- 
ing the  publications  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society.  Iii 
these  publications  they  introduce  the  names  of  things  in  order  to 
show  the  affinity  of  different  tribes.  From  my  knowledge  of  Jn- 
diaa,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  names  of  things  change  tbe^ 
soonest  in  any  language,  and  that,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  ori-  . 
ginal  stock  of  any  tribe  or  nation  by  comparing  languages,  we 
must  descend  to  the  groundwork  of  the  languages  and  search,  not 
so  much  for  similarity  of  sound  as  for  the  arrangement  and  essen- 
tial and  peculiar  principles  of  the  languages. 

"  A  principle  that  prevails  in  the  American  languages,  as  far 
as  my  information  extends,  is,  that  the  verb,  with  its  nominative 
and  objective  cases,  be  inseparably  connected.  The  Delaware, 
the  Chippewa  (under  whatever  name),  and  the  Cree,  &c.,  make 
the  change  in  person,  number,  &c.,  by  a  change  in  the  prefix  or 
suffix.  But  the  Mohawk  and  Chippewyan*  make  the  change,  in 
some  cases,  in  the  middle  of  the  word,  when  the  Chippewa  and 
others  always  remain  unchanged." 

*  It  must  be  remombered  that  the  Chippewas  and  Chippewjans,  are 
diverse  tribes.  The  two  words  are  both  Chippewa ;  but  the  tribes  are  of  dif- 
ferent groups.  The  one  is  Aloonqvin  ;  the  other  Athapasca.  The  Mohawk 
belongs  to  a  third  group  of  languages,  namely,  the  Iroquois. 

48 
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CHAPTER   LXIX. 

Popular  error  respecting  the  Indian  character  and  history — Remarkable  8ii* 
.perstition — Theodoric— A  missionary  choosing  a  wild  flower — Piety  and 
money — A  fiscal  collapse  in  Michigan— Mission  of  Grand  Traverse — Sim- 
plicity of  the  school-girl's  hopes — Singular  theory  of  the  Indians  respecting 
story-telling— Oldest  allegory  on  record — Political  aspects — Seneca  treaty 
— Mineralogy — Farming  and  mission  station  on  Lake  Michigan. 

1840.  Jaji.  la^  Having  determined  to  pass  another  winter 
(some  ten  weeks  of  which  are  past)  at  Mackinack,  I  have  fonnd 
iny  best  and  pleasantest  employment  in  my  old  resonrce,  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  Indian  character  and  history^  The  subject  is 
exhaustless  in  every  branch  of  inquiry,  but  the  more  it  is  turned 
over  and  sifted,  the  more  cause  there  is  to  see  that  there  is  error 
to  be  encountered  at  almost  every  step.  Travelers  have  been 
chiefly  intent  on  the  picturesque,  and  have  given  themselves  but 
little  trouble  to  investigate.  The  historian  has  had  his  mind  full 
of  prepossessions  derived  from  ancient  reading,  and  has,  generally, 
been  seated  three  thousand  miles  across  the  water,  where  the  work 
of  personal  comparison  was  impossible.  Left  to  the  repose  of 
himself^  mentally  and  physically,  without  being  placed  in  the  cru- 
cible of  war,  without  being  made  the  tool  of  selfishness,  or  driven 
to  a  state  of  half  idiocy  by  the  use  of  liquor,  the  Indian  is  a 
man  of  naturally  good  feelings  and  affections,  and  of  a  sense 
of  justice,  and,  although  destitute  of  an  inductive  mind,  is  led 
to  appreciate  truth  and  virtue  as  he  apprehends  them.  But 
ho  is  subject  to  be  swayed  by  every  breath  of  opinion,  has  little 
fixity  of  purpose,  and,  from  a  defect  of  business  capacity,  is 
often  led  to  pursue  just  those  means  which  are  least  calcu- 
lated to  advance  his  permanent  interests,  and  his  mind  is  driven 
to  and  fro  like  a  feather  in  the  winds.  This  man,  and  that 
man,  are  continually  bringing  up  Indians  to  speak  for  some  self- 
ish object,  which,  being  a  little  out  of  sight,  he  does  not  per- 
ceive in  its  true  light,  but  which  he  nevertheless  is  soon  made 
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comprehend,  if  ^  public  agent  sets  it  plainly  before  bim.  But 
there  is  a  perpetaal  watch  necessary  to  protect  him  from  deception, 
and  this  necessity  becomes  stringent  in  the  exact  proportion  that 
a  tribe  Yiba  funds  or  treaty  rights  of  any  kind.  If  these  attempts 
to  make  the  Indian  a  stalking-horse  for  masked  or  misstated 
objects  be  independently  met,  and  with  just  sentiments  of  dissent, 
the  agent  of  the  government  is  liabljB  to  calumniation,  and  it  be-, 
comes  the  policy  of  unscrupulous  men  to  get  their  affairs  placed 
in  hands  having  less  well-defined  notions  of  moral  right,  or  more 
easily  swayed  in  their  opinions. 

1th,  The  season  of  New-year  has  been  as  usual  a  holiday,  that 
is  to  say,  a  time  of  hilarity  and  good  wishes,  with  the  Indians  in 
this  vicinity,  numbers  of  which  have  visited  the  office. 

20th.  dome  of  the  superstitions  of  the  Indians  are  explicable 
only  on  the  ground  of  their  belief  in  magic.  An  old  blind  man 
of  Grand  Traverse  Bay,  called  Ogimauwish  (literally  bad  chief ), 
referring  to  the  early  period  of  the  visits  of  Europeans  to  the 
continent,  related  the  following : — ' 

When  the  whites  first  came  to  this  country,  wars  and  atrocious 
cruelties  existed  between  the  new  race  of  men  and  the  Indians. 
When  this  animosity  began  to  abate,  a  treaty  was  held,  which  was 
attended  by  the  Indians  far  and  wide.  They  were  told  by  an  in- 
terpreter, one  of  the  white  men  who  had  already  learned  their 
language,  that  the  Indian  tribes  appeared,  in  the  eyes  of  white 
men,  while  in  action,  like  the  beasts  of  the  forests  imd  the  birds 
of  prey,  changing  from  one  form  to  the  other,  and  that  the  bullets 
of  the  foreigners  had  no  effect  on  them.  The  reason  for  this 
exemption  from  harm  was  this : — 

In  those  times  the  Indians  made  use  of  the  Pazhikewash,  or  buf- 
falo-weed, which  is  still  used  by  some  of  them  to  this  day,  espe- 
<;ially  on  war  excursions.  This  made  them  invulnerable  to  balls. 
They  made  a  liquor  from  it,  and  sprinkled  themselves  and  their 
implements,  and  carried  it  in  their  meda  bags.  They  are  under 
the  belief  that  this  medicine  not  only  wards  off  the  balls  and  mis- 
siles, but  tends  to  make  them  invisible.  This,  with  their  reliance 
on  the  guardian  spirits  of  whom  they  have  dreamed  at  their  initial 
fasts,  throws  around  them  a  double  influence,  making  them  both  in- 
visible and  invulnerable. 

There  is  a  root  used  by  the  Pillagers,  to  which  they  attribute 
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similar  protecting  influences,  or  attribute  the  gift  of  courage  ia 
war.     It  13  called  by  them  Ozhigawak. 

22(2.  Theodoric  (vide  4mte,  April  19th,)  writes  me  from  Detroit 
in  terms  of  the  kindest  appreciation  for  my  kindness  of  ]nm.  On 
his  arrival  at  Mackinack  he  most  acceptably  executed  seyeral  trusts 
—^writing  a  good  hand,  being  of  gentlemanly  manners  and  deport- 
ment, and  an  obliging  disposition,  and  withal  a  high  moral  tone  of 
character — as  the  winter  drew  on,  1  judged  he  would  make  a  good 
representatiye  for  the  county  in  the  legislature,  and  started  him  hi 
political  life.  He  received  the  popular  vote,  and  proceeded  to  the 
Capitol  accordingly. 

He  writes :  *'  I  wish  to  say  to  you  that  my^  reception  here,  both 
in  my  public  and  private  capacity,  has  been  all  that  my  best  friends 
could  desire,  and  far  above  what  I  had  any  reason  to  expect.  I 
allude  to  this  subject  because  it  furnishes  me  with  an  occa^on  to  ac- 
knowledge my  deep  indebtedness  to  your  kindness^  and  it  affords  me 
pleasure  to  recognize  it,  under  God,  as  the  chief,  instrument  in  con- 
ferring on  me  my  present  advantages.  And  I  assure  you  my  great 
and  constant  anxiety  shall  be,  so  to.  conduct  myself  as  not  to  dis- 
appoint any  expectations  which  you  may  have  been  instrumental 
ip.  raising  in  regard  to  me.'' 

2Sth.  A  zealous  and  pious  missionary  of  the  Church  of  England 
came  to  the  Chippewas  located  on  the  left,  or  British,  aide  of  the  St. 
Marj^'s  River  some  years  ago,  under  the  patronage  of  the  eccle- 
siastical authorities  of  Toronto.  At  this  place  he  married  one  of 
the  daughters  of  the  Woman  of  the  Green  Valley  (Ozhawusco- 
dawaqua)  heretofore  noticed  as  the  daughter  of  Wabojeeg.  He* 
now  writes  from  Canada  West :  "  Charlotte  and  myself  are  very 
much  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  -offer  of  assistance,  of  which  we 
will  avail  ourselves.  Although  I  have  now  a  promise  of  this  Bec- 
tory,  or  I  may  say,  a  former  one  has  been  confirmed  by  Bishop 
Strachan  two  or  three  days  ago." 

Slst.  A  friend — a  trustee  of  one  of  the  principal  churches  at 
Detroit,  writes :  ^^  You  may  think  it  strange  that  we  of  the  first 
Protestant  Society  of  this  city  are  not  able  to  .pay  our  very  worthy 
and  deserving  pastor^  and  so  it  is ;  but  it  is  no  less  strange  than 
true !  Some  of  our  subscribers  are  dead ;  some  have  failed,  an 
80  they  can  pay  nothing,  and  others  have  left  the  country  in  searc 
of  a  more  congenial  clime,  and  those  remaining  find  much  difficult 
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in  meeting  their  money  engagements,  though  nearly  all  are  in 
the  habit  of  attending  the  preaching  of  this  best  of  men,  and  we 
are  driven  to  the  necessity  of  making  a  call  on  yon^  thoagh  at  a^ 
distance. 

'^  Mr.  Dnffield  is  continuing  his  Sunday  evening  lectures,  with 
his  Thursday  evening  Bible  class  exercises,  and  they  are  con- 
stantly increasing  in  interest.  We  think  him  a  wander;  he  ren- 
ders every  subject  he  touches,  simple,  and  gives  the  doctrines  he 
treats  upon,  what  the  Scriptures  pronounce  them  to  be,  ^  A  man, 
though  a  fool,  need  not  err  therein.' 

^*Our  legislature  is  moving  on  slowly;  the  shafts  of  wit  wielded 

at  each  other  by  ♦ *,  and  ♦,  are,  as  the  common  phrase  is,  *a 

caution ; '  it  requires  a  man  of  more  than  common  discernment  to 
see^  their  point.  You  have,  doubtless,  before  this,  seen  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  appointment  of  Hastings  and  Stuart,  as  Auditor 
and  Treasurer ;  what  will  become  of  the  Internal  Improvement 
system,  is  doubtful.  Committees  are  now  engaged  in  examining 
the  Bank  of  Michigan,  and  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank.'* 

Another  friend,  who  was  au  fait  on  fiscal  affairs  (5th  Feb.)^ 
says :  ^^  We  get  on  quite  well.  The  legislative  committee  will  be 
compelled  to  state  facts,  and  if  they  do  nothing  more  they  must 
give  ua  a  clean  bill  of  health.  I  miss  you  much  this  winter,  and 
hope,  if  we  Are  spared,  you  will  not  immure  yourself  again  so 
long." 

The  fiscal  crisis  that  was  now  impending  over  Michigan,  it  was 
evident  was  in  the  process  of  advance ;  but  it  was  not  possible  to 
tell  when  it  would  fall,  nor  with  what  severity.  All  had  been 
over-speculating — over-trading  —  over-banking,  overdoing  every- 
thing, in  short,  that  prudence  should  dictate.  But  the  public  were 
in  for  it,  and  Qould  not,  it  seems,  back  out,  and  every  one  hoped 
for  the  best.  My  best  friends,  the  most  cautious  guides  of  my 
youth,  had  entered  into,  the  speculating  mania,  and  there  appeared 
to  be,  in  fact,  nobody  of  means  or  standing,  who  had  been  proof 
against  the  temptation  of  getting  rich  soon.  I  ^*  immured"  my- 
self far  away  from  the  scene  of  turmoil  and  strife,  and  was  happy 
so  long  as  I  kept  my  eyes  on  my  books  and  manuscripts. 

Feb.  8tA.  The  mission  recently  established  by  the  Presbyterian 
Board  at  Grand  Traverse  Bay,  flourishes  as  well  as  it  is  reason- 
able to  expect.  Mr.  Johnston  writes:  ^^The  chief  Kosa,  and  ano- 
ther Indian,  have  cut  logs  sufficient  for  their  houses.      This 
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ovr 'piiidrjr  on  this  point.  WaOannot  npw  get  timber;  d 
of  tberiyer  on  tbo  sontlv^eftsi  ttdegf  the  bay,  or  at  the  batten 
it,  twelve  milee  distant*  Mr.  Pon^erty  hee  ft  pniyer  meetiaj 
Saturday  night,  and  Bible  class  on  Sabbath  ahemoos.  Bb  m 
ing^  on  Snnday  lore,  regoburlj  attended  by- aU  the  Indians  i 
spend  the  wiiiteririth  ns ;  they  continue  to  manifiMt  a  kaid  I 
ing  towards ^w^  rad  appear  anxioos  to  aeqilire  nsefol  knoidedg 

Mdreh'7tk.  While  politicians,  financiers,  qpieoolators  in  real 
tate,  anxiOJts  holdem  of  bank  stookj  and  misuonaries  eare&l 
the  Indian'tribes  are  thus  bosjr-^ea^  cUsb  animated-  by  ft\  si 
rate  hoper-it  is  refreshing  to  see  that  my  little  daughter  (Js 
who .  writes,  nnder  .this  date  firom  her  school  at  jPhiiadelphis 
qtriring  liter,  p's  and  g'e.  .^^I  am  getting  alobg  in  my  st» 
very  we]l«  I  loyemn^leas  mnch  as  eycqr*  '  I  like  my  French  i 
dies  mucL  \I  hftye  got'all  p^s  ibr  my  lessons;  but  one  g.  G  is 
good,  and  p  for  perfeot.''  What  it  pity  that  all  classes  of  a< 
men  were  not  pnrsnbig  their  g-s  and  p's  witii  eqnsl  simplisi^ 
emnlation  and  purity  of  purpose. 

XOfA.  Trof.  lib  Fasqnidlle,  of  layiiigston,  transmits  to  me  a  tn 
ktion  of  the  so-called  ^*  Pontine  mannseript."  lliis  doeun 
consists  of  an  ancient  French  journal,  oi  daily  eyents  ^luring 
siege  of  the  fort  of  Detroit  by  that  redoubtable  chief  and  his  c 
federates  in  1763.  It  was  found  in  the  garret  of  one  of  the  Fre 
habitantSy  thrust  away  between  the  plate  and  the  roof;  partly  t< 
and  much  soiled  by  rains  and  the  effects  of  time. 

13tA.  The  Chippewa  Indians  say  that  the  woods  and  sha 
bays  and  islands,  are  inhabited  by  innumerable  spirits,  who 
ever  wakeful  and  quick  to  hear  everything  during  the  sumi 
sesson,  but  during  the  winter,  after  the  snow  falls,  these  spi 
appear  to  exist  in  a  torpid  stat^,  or  find  their  abodes  in  inanin 
bodies.  The  tellers  of  legends  and  oral  tales  among  them  i 
therefore,'  permitted  to  exercise  their  fanqies  and  functions 
amuse  their  listeners  during  the  winter  season,  for  the  spirits 
then  in  a  state  of  inactiyity,  and  cannot  hear.  But  their  vocal 
as  story  tellers  is  ended  the  moment  the  spring  opens.  The  si 
piping  of  the  frog,  waking  from  his  wintry  repose,  is  the  signal 
the  termination  of  their  story  craft,  and  I  have  in  vain  endeavo 
to  get  any  of  them  to  relate  this  species  of  imaginary  lore  at  i 
other  time.    It  js  evaded  by  some  ^easy  and  indifferent  remark.  -  ] 
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the  true  reason  is  given  above.  Young  and  old  adhere  to  this 
soj^rstition.  It  is  said  that,  if  they  violate  the  custom,  the  snakes, 
toads,  and  other  reptiles,  which  are  believed  to  be  under  the  influence 
of  the  spirits,  will  punish  them. 

It  is  remarkable  that  this  propensity  Of  inventing  tales  and 
allegories,  which  is  so  common  to  our  Indians,  is  one  of  the  most 
general  traits  of  the  human  mind.  The  most  ancient  effort  of  this 
kind  by  far,  in  the  way  of  the  allegorical,  is  in  the  following 
wcN'ds :  ^*  The  Thistle  that  was  in  Lebanon  sent  to  the  Oedar, 
saying,  give  thy  daughter  to  my  son  to  wife  :  and  there  passed  by 
a  wild  beast  and  trod  down  the  Thistle.^"  (2  Kings,  xiv.  9.) 

April  5th.  A  representative  in  Congress  writes  from  Washing- 
ton: *^The  House  moves  very  slowly  in  its  business — that  is,  the 
business  of  the  nation.  The  principal  object  seems  to  be  to  make 
or  unmake  a  President." 

6th.  The  Rev.  Benj.  Dorr,  of  Christ  Church,  Philadelphia^  com- 
mends to  my  attentions  a  Mr.  Wagner,  a  gentleman  of  intelligence, 
refinement,  and  scientific  tastes,  who  leaves  that  city  on  a  tour  to 
the  lakes  and  St.  Anthony'isi  Falls.  *^  His  object  is  to  see  as  much 
as  possible,  in  one  summer's  tour,  of  our  great  Western  World, 
and  I  hope  he  may  stop  a  short  time  at  Mackinack,  that  he  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  forming  your  acquaintance,  of  seeing  your 
beautiful  island,  and  examining  your  splendid  cabinet  of  minerals, 
which  would  particularly  interest  him,  as  he  has  a  taste  for  geo- 
logical studies." 

8th.  Hon.  A.  Vanderpool,  M.  C.  from  N.  Y.,  observes :  "  The 
Senate  has,  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Vice  President,  decided  in 
favor  of  the  Seneca  treaty,  t.  «.,  that  the  Indians  shall  be  removed. 
Much  opposition  has  been  made  to  the  treaty,  as  you  will  perceive 
from  the  speech  of  Senator  Linn,  which  I  send  you."     . 

It  has  been  alleged  against  this  treaty  that  it  was  carried 
through  by  the  zealous  efforts  of  the  persons  holding  (by  an  old 
compact)  the  reversionary  right  to  the  soil  after  the  Senecas  should 
decide  to  leave  it,  and  that  the  obvious. interests  of  these  persons 
produced  an  undue  influence  on  this  feature  in  the  result.  It  is 
averred  that  the  Tonewonda  band  of  the  Senecas,  who  hold  a 
separate  and  valuable  reservation  on  the  banks  of  the  Tonewonda 
Kiver,  opposed  the  proposition  altogether,  and  refused  to  place 
their  signatures  to  the  instrument. 
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It  was  supposed  that  small  Indian  commanities.  Hying  on  limited 
reservations,  surrounded  entirely  on  all  sides  by  white  settlements, 
could  not  sustain  themselres,  but  must  be  inevitably  swept  away. 
But  the  result,  in  the  case  of  the  Senecas  and  other  remnants  of 
the  ancient  Iroquois,  does  not  sustain  this  theory.  It  is  true  that 
numbers  have  yielded  to  dissipation,  idleness,  and  vice,  and  thus 
perished ;  but  the  very  pressure  upon  the  mass  of  the  tribes,  and 
the  danger  of  their  speedy  destruetion  without  resorting  to  agri- 
culture, appear  to  hi^ve  brought  out  latent  powers  in  the  race 
which  were  not  believed  to  exist.  They  have  taken  manfully 
hold  of  the  plough,  cultivated  crops  of  wheat  and  com,  and  raised 
horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs.  They  have  adopted  the  style  of 
houses,  fences,  implements,  ciirriages,  dress,  and,  to  some  extent, 
the  language,  manners,  and  modes  of  transacting  buMness,  of  their 
neighbors.  And,  perceiving  their  ability  to  sustain  themselves  by 
cultivation  and  the  arts,  now  turn  round  and  solicit  the  protecting 
arms  of  the  State  and  General  Government  to  permit  them  to 
develop  their  industrial  capacities.  Too  late,  almost,  they  have 
been  convinced  of  the  erroneous  policy  of  their  ancestors,  &o. 
Every  right-thinking  man  must  approve  this. 

May  12th,  Prof.  Orren  Root,  of  Syracuse  Academy,  New  York, 
appeals  to  me  to  contribute  towards  the  formation  of  a  mineralogi- 
cal  cabinet  at  that  institution. 

80^A.  The  new  farming  station  -and  mission  for  the  Chippewaa 
of  Grand  IFraverse  Bay  is  successfully  established.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Dougherty  reports  that  a  school  for  Indian  children  has  been  well 
attended  since  November.  A  blaeksmith's  shop  is  in  successful 
operation.  The  U.  S.  Farmer  reports  that  he  has  just  completed 
ploughing  the  Indian  fields.  He  has  put  in  several  acres  of  oats, 
and  the  com  is  about  six  inches  above  the  ground.  The  Indiana 
generally  are  making  large  fields,  and  have  planted  more  com  than 
usual,  and  manifest  a  disposition  to  become  industrious,  and  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  double  advantage  that  is  furnished  them 
by  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  and  by  the  Mission  Board 
which  has  taken  them  in  hand. 
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CHAPTEE   LXX. 

Death  of  Col.  Lawrence  Schoolcraft; — Perila  of  the  revolutionarj  era — Otwin 
— Mr.  Bancrofts  history  in  the  feature  of  its  Indian  relations — A  tradition  ' 
of  a  noted  chief  on  Lake  Michigan— The  collection  of  information  for  a 
historical  volome-^-Opinions  of  Mi'.  Paulding,  Dr.  Wehster,  Mr.  Duer,  John 
Quincj  Adams— Holjon  and  Alholyon — Family  monument*— Mr.  Steven- 
son, American  Minister  at  London— Joanna  Baillie — ^Wisconsin — Ireland 
— Detroit — Michilimaokinack. 

1840.  JuTit  7^A.  The  first  6f  June  found  me  in  Detroit,  on 
my  way  to  Washington,'  where  I  was  in  a  few  days  met  by  the 
appalling  intelligence  of  the  death  of  my  father  (Col.  Lawrence 
Schoolcraft),  an  event  which  took  place  on  this  day  at  Vernon, 
Oneida  County,  New  York.  He  had  reached  his  eighty-fourth 
year,  and  possessed  a  yigor  of  constitution  whidh  promised  longer 
life,  until  within  a  few  days  of  his  demise.  A  dark  spot  appeared 
on  t)ne  of  his  feet;  which  had,  I  think,  been  badly  gashed  with  an 
axe  in  early  life.  This  discoloration  expanded  upwards  in  the 
limb,  and  terminated  in  what  appeared  to  be  a  dry  mortificatic^. 

In  him  terminated  the  life  of  one  of  the  most  zealous  actors  in 
the  drama  of  the  American  Revolution,  in  which  he  was  at  varioua 
times  a  soldier  and  an  officer,  a  citizen  and  a  civil  magistrate. 
^^  Temperate,  ardent  and  activei  of  a  mind  vigorous  and  energetic^ 
of  a  spirit  bold  and  daring,  nay,  even  indomitable  in  its  aspirations 
for  freedom,  he  became  at  once  conspicilous  among  liis  brethren  in 
arms,  and  a  terror  to  his  country's  foes."* 

His  grandfather  was  an  Englishman,  and  had  served  with  repu- 
tation under  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  in  some  of  his  famous  con- 
tinental battles,  in  the  days  of  Queen  Anne,  and  he  cherished  the 
military  principle  with  great  ardor.  He  spoke  fluently  the  German 
and  Dutch  languages,  and  was  thus  able  to  communicate  with  the 
masses  of  the  varied  population,  originally  f)rom  the  Upper  Rhine 
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and  the  Sclieldt,  wbo  formed  a  large  portiot 
the  then  frontier  portions  of  Albany  Com 
and  picturesque  range  of  the  Helderhergs  anc 
of  Schoharie,  the  latter  being  in  immediate 
hawk  Iroqnoia.  The  influence  of  the  Bntish 
trihe,  through  the  adminbtration  of  Sir  Wil 
bounded.  Many  of  the  foreign  emigrants  i 
were  also  under  this  sway,  and  the  whole  fro 
loyalists  under  the  ever  hateful  name  of  -To 
enemy  minutely  informed  of  all  movements 
and  were,  at  the  same  time,  the  most  cruel ' 
excepting  the  Mohawks.  For  .the  fury  of  tl 
in  battle,  but  the  former  exercised  their  cr 
and  generally  made  deliberate  preparations 
the  guise  of  Indians.  In  these  infernal  ma 
private  malice,  and  cut  the  throats  of  the 
innocent  children.  In  such  a  position  a  pa 
assailed,  and  it  was  often  the  price  of  it,  to 
of  liberty,"  a  term  then  often  used  by  the  i 

lie  had  just  entered  his  seventeenth  yeai 
the  British  authorities  in  the  land  broke  oi 
declared  for  it ;  the  wealthy  farmer  {Swartsi 
being  one  of  the  first  who  were  overhauled 
LocAi.  Committee  op  Safety,  who  paraded 
with  a  dram  and  fife.  He  was  at  the  diaarc 
'son,  at  Johnstown,  under  Gen.  Schuyler,  1 
Conrad  Wiser,  Esq.,  was  the  government  in 
Ticonderoga  when  the  troops  were  formed 
hear  the  Declaration  of  Independence  rea 
the  army  that  went  to  reinforce  Gen.  Montg 
was  one  of  the  besieged  in  !Fort  Stanwix,  on 
hawk,  while  Gen.  Burgoyne,  with  his  fine  a 
into  the  toils  of  destruction  by  Gen.  Schnyle 
from  which  hie  tupertedeat  by  Gen.  Gates, 
Washington,  did  not  extricate  him. 

The  adventures,  perils,  and  anecdotes  of 
in  his  after  days  to  recite ;  and  I  have  sometli 
them,  in  connection  with  his  name;  but  the 
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80,  while  still  blessed  with  an  excellent  memory,  becomes  fainter 
and  fainter. 

8th.  Otwin  {vide  ante)  writes  from  La  Pointe,  in  Lake  Superior, 
in  the  following  terms : — 

^'  I  often  look  back  to  the  happy  days  I  spent  in  your  family, 
and  feel  grateful  in  view  of  them.  A  thousand  blessings  rest  on 
your  head,  my  dear  friend,  and  that  of  your  wife,  for  all  your  kind- 
ness to  me,  when  first  a  stranger  in  a  distant  land.  I  cannot 
reward  you,  but  know  that  you  will  be  rewarded  at  the  resurrec- 
tion of  the  just." 

9th.  "I  know  of  no  good  reason,"  says  a  cor-respondent,  "why 
a  man  should  not,  at  all  times,  stand  ready  to  sustain  the  truth." 
This  is  a  maxim  worthy  Dr.  Johnson ;  but  Ihe  experience  of  life 
shows  that  such  high  moral  independence  is  rare.  Most  men  will 
speak  out,  and  even  vindicate  the  truth,  sometimed.  But  the 
worldling  will  stand  mute,  or  evade  its  declaration,  whenever  his 
interests  are  to  be  unfavorably  affected  by  it. 
,  I  reached  Washington  on  public  business  during  the  heats  of 
June,  and,  coming  from  northern  latitudes,  felt  their  oppressive* 
ness  severely. 

27th.  Mr.  Bancroft,  the  historian,  pursues  exactly  the  course  he 
should,  to  ferret  out  all  facts,  new  and  old.  He  does  not  hold  him- 
self too  dignified  to  pick  up  information,  or  investigate  facts, 
whenever  and  wherever  he  can  find  them.  In  what  he  has  to  say 
about  the  Lidians,  a  subject  that  lies  as  a  superstratum  under  his 
work,  he  is  anxious  to  hear  all  that  can  be  said.  "Let  me  hear 
from  you,"  he  adds  in  a  letter  of  this  date,  "before  you  go  back. 
I  want  to  consult  you  on  my  chapter  about  the  Indians,  and  for 
that  end  should  like  to  send  you  a  copy  of  it." 

The  chief,  Eshquagonaby,  of  Grand  Traverse  Bay,  Lake  Michi- 
gan, relates  the  following  traditions :  When  Gezha  Manido  (the 
Good  Spirit)  created  this  island  (continent),  it  was  a  perfect  plain, 
without  trees  or  shrubs.  He  then  created  an  Indian  man  and 
woman.  When  they  had  multiplied  so  as  to  number  ten  persons, 
death  happened.  At  this  the  man  lamented,  and  went  to  and  fro 
over  the  earth,  complaining.  Why,  he  exclaimed,  did  the  Good 
Spirit  create  me  to  know  death  and  misery  so  soon  ?  The  Good 
Spirit  heard  this,  and,  after  assembling  his  angels  to  counsel,  said 
to  them,  What  shall  we  do  to  better  the  condition  of  man  ?.  I  bayo 
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(treated  him  frail  and  weak.  They  angwered,  0^  QtooA  Spirit^  thou 
hast  created  us,  and  thou  art  everlasting,  and  knowest  all  things ; 
thou  alone  knowest  what  is  hest. 

Six  days  were  given  to  this  consultation.  During  this  time  not 
a  breath  of  wind  blew  to  disturb  the  waters.  This  is  now  called 
unwatin  (a  calm).  On  the  seventh  day  not  a  cloud  was  seen ;  the 
sky  was  blue  and  serene.  This  is  called  nageezhik  (excellent  day) 
by  the  Indians. 

During  this  day  he  sent  down  a  messenger,  placing  in  his  right 
bosom  a  piece  of  white  hare  skin,  and  in  his  left,  part  of  the  head 
of  the  white-headed  eagle.  Both  these  substances  had  a  blue 
stripe  on  them  of  the  nature  and  substance  of  the  blue  sky,  being 
symbols  of  peace. 

The  messenger  said  to  the  man  that  complained :  ^^  Your  words 
are  heard,  and  I  am  come  from  the  Good  Spirit  with  good  words. 
You  must  conform  yourself  to  his  commands.  I  bring  pieces  of 
the  white  hare  skin  and  the  white  eagle's  head,  which  you  most 
iise  in  your  Medawa  (religico-medical  rites),  and  whatsoever  is 
asked  on  those  occasions  will  be  granted,  and  long  life  given  to 
the  sick."  The  messenger  also  gave  them  a  white  otter  skin,  with 
a  blue  stripe  painted  on  the  back  part  of  the  head.  Other  cere- 
monial rites  and  directions  were  added,  but  these  may  suffice  to 
indicate  the  character  of  Mr.  Eshquagonaby's  tradition,  which 
has  just  been  sent  to  me. 

July  lit  I  was  now  anxious  to  oollect  materials  for  the  pub- 
lication of  a  volume  of  collections  by  the  Michigan  Historical 
Society^  and  addressed  several  gentlemen  of  eminence  on  the 
subject.  Mr.  J.  K.  Paulding,  See.  of  the  Navy  (July  9th),  pleads 
official  engagements  as  preventing  him  from  doing  much  in  the 
literary  way  while  thus  employed. 

Dr.  Noah  Webster,  of  New  Haven,  expresses  his  interest  in  the 
history  of  the  country  generally,  and  his  willingness  to  contribute 
to  the  collection  and  preservation  of  passing  materials.  *^In 
answer  to  the  request  for  aid  in  collecting  national  documents,  I 
can  sincerely  say  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  lend  any  aid  in  my 
power.  Respecting  the  State  of  Michigan,  I  presume  I  could 
furnish  nothing  of  importance.  Respecting  the  history  of  our 
government  for  the  last  fifty  years,  I  might  be  able  to  add  some- 
thing to  the  stock  of  information  possessed  by  the  present  genera- 
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tion,  for  I  find  men  in  middle  life  absolutely  ignorant  of  some 
material  facts  which  have  a  bearing  on  our  political  concerns. 
But  little  can  be  expected,  however,  from  a  man  of  eighty-two^ 
whose  toils  must  be  drawing  to  a  close.*' 

The  Hon.  John  A.  Duer,  Prest.  Col.  College  (July  15th),  while 
expressing  a  sympathy  in  the  object,  declares  himself  too  much 
occupied  in  the  duties  of  his  charge  to  permit  him  to  hold  forth 
any  promise  of  usefulness  in  the  case  specified. 

Hon.  John  Quincy  Adapns  forwarded,  with  the  expression  of  his 
interest  in  the  subject,  twelve  pamphlets  of  historical  value,  the  titles 
of  each  of  which  he  carefully  recites  in  his  letter.  "  It  will  give 
me  much  pleasure,'*  he  says,  "  to  transmit  to  the  society,  when  it 
may  be  in  my  power,  any  of  the  articles  pertaining  to  the  history 
of  the  country  and  mentioned  in  your  letter,  as  suited  to  promote 
the  purposes  for  which  it  was  instituted.*' 

From  other  quarters  and  observers  less  absorbed  in  the  dis- 
charge of  specific  functions,  I  received  several  valuable  manuscript 
communications,  chiefly  relative  to  transactions  on  the  frontiers 
or  to  Indian  history. 

22(f.  Two  half-breeds  from  the  upper  lakes,  whom  I  shall  de- 
signate Holy  on  and  Alholyon,  made  their  way  to  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment during  the  winter  of  1840^  Holy  on  had  been  dismissed 
for  improper  conduct  from  the  ofBce  of  Indian  interpreter  at 
Mackinack  about  May.  Alholyon  had  been  frustrated  in  two 
several  attempts  to  get  himself  recognized  as  head  chief  by  the 
Ottawas,  and  consequently  to  some  influence  in  the  use  of  the 
public  funds,  which  were  now  considerable.  One  was  of  the  Chip- 
pewa, the  other  of  the  Ottawa  stock.  Holyon  was  bold  and  reck- 
less, Alholyon  more  timid  and  polite,  but  equally  destitute  of  moral 
principles.  They  induced  some  of  the  Indians  to  believe  that,  if 
furnished  by  them  with  funds,  they  could  exercise  a  favorable  in- 
fluence at  Washington,  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  their  lands.  The 
poor  ignorant  Indians  arc  easily  hoodwinked  in  matters  of  busi- 
ness. At  the  same  time  they  presented,  in  secret  council,  a  draft 
for  $4000  for  their  services,  which  they  induced  some  of  the  chiefs 
to  sign.  This  draft  they  succeeded  in  negotiating  to  some  mer- 
chant for  a  small  part  of  its  value.  No  sooner  had  they  got  to 
head-quarters,  and  found  they  were  anticipated  in  the  draft  mattery 
and  the  project  of  a  chieftainship^  by  letters  from  the  agent,  than 
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they  drew  up  a  long  list  of  accusations  against  him,  containing  ever  j 
imaginable  and  abominable  abuse  of  office.  This  was  presented  at 
the  Indian  office,  where  its  obvious  character  should  have,  it  would 
seem,  been  at  once  suspected.  The  head  of  that  Bureau,  who 
began  to  see  from  the  strong  political  demonstrations  around  him, 
^|how  the  oat  was  about  to  jump,"  acceded  to  a  request  of  Holyon 
and  Alholyon,  that  the  matter  be  referred  for  local  examination  to 
one  or  two  of  their  personal  advisers  inland.  This  step  (in  entire 
ignorance  of  the  private  relations  of  the  parties,  it  must  be  pre- 
sumed,) was  assented  to.  In  a  letter  of  Holyon  to  J.  L.  S.,  of 
May  19th,  1840^  he  says:  ''The  department  was  predisposed 
kgainst  him  (the  agent),  and  wanted  only  a  cause  to  proceed 
against  him."  But  it  left  a  stain  on  its  fairness  and  candor  by 
omitting  the  usual  course  of  furnishing  the  agent  a  copy  of  the 
charges  and  requesting  his  attetition  thereto,  or  even  of  informing 
him  of  the  pendency  of  an  investigation.  As  the  charges  were  en- 
tirely unfounded,  and  had  been  the  diseased  imaginings  of  disap- 
pointed and  unprincipled  minds,  it  only  put  the  agent  to  the 
necessity  of  confronting  his  assailants,  and  with  every  advantage 
of  accusers,  examiners  and  the  appellant  power  against  him,  he 
was  triumphantly  acquitted,  by  an  official  letter,  of  every  charge 
whatever,  and  of  every  moral  imputation  of  wrong.  "  Should  thy 
lies  make  men  hold  their  peace  ?  and  when  thou  mockest,  shall  no 
man  make  thee  ashamed  ?"  (Job  xi.  3.) 

2ith.  I  left  Washington  for  the  north,  taking  my  children  along 
from  their  respective  schools  at  Philadelphia  and  Brooklyn,  for 
their  summer  vacation,  and  only  halting  long  enough  at  Utica  and 
Vernon,  to  direct  a  marble  monument  to  be  erected  to  the  memory 
of  my  father.  The  site  selected  for  this  was  the  cemetery  on  the 
Scanado  (usually  spelled  without  regard  however  to  the  popular  pro« 
nunciation  Skenandoah)^  Vernon.  It  appeared  expedient  to  make 
this  a  family  monument,  and  I  directed  the  several  faces  to  be 
inscribed  as  follows : — 
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THIS  MONirifSNT  IS  KRICTXD 

In  memory  of 

A  FATHER,  A  MOTHER  AND  A  SISTER, 

By  the  saryiving  children. 

COLONEL  LAWRENCE  SCHOOLCRAFT, 

A  soldier  of  the  Revolution  of  1776, 

(He  being  the  second  in  descent  from  James,  who  came  from  England  in  thd 

reign  of  Qaeen  Anne,) 

Bom  Feb.  3d,  1757.    Died  June  7th,  1840, 

In  his  84th  year. 

He  lived  and  died  a  patriot,  a  Christian,  and  an  honest  man. 


MARGARET  ANN  BARBARA, 

Consort  of  Col.  Lawrence  Schoolcraft, 

Died  Feb.  IGth,  1832,  aged  72. 

*'  Her  childrea  rise  up  and  call  her  blessed.^ — Pbov. 


MISS  MARGARET  HELEN, 
Daughter  of  Lawrence  and  Margaret  Ann  Barbara  Schoolcraft, 

Bom  18th  June,  180G. 
Died  mh  April,  1829,  in  her  23d  year. 

I  reached  Detroit  early  in  August.  A  letter  from  Mackinack, 
of  the  13th  of  that  month",  says:  "  The  children  arrived  at  mid- 
night past,  safe  and  sound,  and  they  seem  quite  delighted.  Eve- 
line seems  to  be  the  centre  of  attraction  with  them  all.  I  have 
not  a  word  new  to  say.  A  change  has  come  over  the  spirit  of  our 
notables.  Samuel,  the  day  before  your  letter  was  received,  ex- 
pressed his  opinion,  that  *it  would  go  hard  with  you.'  A  dog 
when  he  supposes  himself  unnoticed  in  the  act  of  stealing,  looks 
mean,  but  when  he  is  discovered  in  the  act,  ho  looks  meaner  still. 
And  I  know  of  no  better  comparison  than  this  clique,  and  that  dog." 

24th.  Hon.  Andrew  Stevenson,  American  Minister  in  London^ 
responds  to  my  inquiries  on  certain  historical  points,  respecting 
which  he  has  kindly  charged  his  agent  to  institute  inquiries. 

Sept.  5th.  I  reached  the  agency  at  Mackinack  about  the  begin- 
ning of  September.  Facilis,  a  young  man  of  equally  ready  and 
respectable  talents,  writes  me,  from  Detroit,  under  this  date,  ex- 
pressing a  wish  to  be  employed  in  the  execution  of  some  of  the 
fiscal  duties  of  the  superintendency  during  the  season.  ^^  I  write 
to  you,"  he  adds,  '^  as  a  friend.  Times  are  hard,  and  every  little 
that  is  directed  to  aid  one  in  his  efforts  to  stem  the  current  of  life, 
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possesses  an  incalculable  value."  I  yielded  the  more  readily  to  this 
request  from  the  chain  of  circumstances  which,  however  favorable, 
had  hitherto  disappointed  his  most  ardent  aims  and  the  just  expect- 
ations of  his  friends. 

11^7^.  Joanna  Baillie,  the  celebrated  authoress,  who  has  spent  a 
long  life  in  the  most  honorable  and  deeply  characteristic  literary 
labors,  writes  from  her  residence  at  Hampstead  (Eng.),  as  if  with 
undiminished  vigor  of  hope,  expressing  her  interest  in  the  progress 
of  historical  letters  in  this  (to  her)  remote  part  of  the  world.  How 
much  closer  bonds  these  literary  sympathies  are  in  drawing  two 
nations  of  a  kindred  blood  together,  than  dry  and  formal  diplo- 
matics, in  which  it  is  the  object,  as  Talleyrand  says,  of  human 
language  to  conceal  thought ! 

Oct.  16th.  Wisconsin  is  slowly,  but  surely,  filling  up  with  a 
healthy  population,  and  founding  her  moral,  as  well  as  political 
institutions,  on  a  solid  basis.  Rev.  Jer.  Porter,  my  old  friend 
during  the  interesting  scenes  at  St.  Mary's,  in  1832  and  1833, 
writes  me,  that,  after  passing  a  few  years  in  Illinois,  he  has  settled 
at  Green  Bay,  as  the  pastor  of  a  healthful  and  increasing  church. 
^^I  have  recently,"  he  writes,  ^'made  an  excursion  on  horseback, 
in  the  interior  of  the  territory.  I  traveled  about  400  miles,  being 
from  home  sixteen  days.  I  went  to  meet  a  convention  of  ministers 
and  delegates  from  Presbyterian  and  Congregational  churches,  to 
see  if  we  could  form  a  union  of  the  two  denominations  in  the  terri- 
tory, so  that  we  might  have  a  perfect  co-operation  in  every  good 
work.  Wc  had  twelve  ministers  of  these  denominations  present,  all 
but  four  or  five  now  in  the  territory,  and  were  so  happy  as  to  form 
a  basis  of  union,  which  will,  I  trust,  prove  permanent,  and  be  a 
great  blessing  to  our  churches.  This  seems  to  us  a  very  favorable 
beginning. 

'^  I  find  the  beautiful  prairies  of  the  interior  rapidly  settling 
with  a  very  good  population  from  the  Eastern  States,  and  the 
healthiness  of  the  country  gives  it  some  advantages  over  Dlinois. 
With  the  blessing  of  the  Lord,  I  think  this  may  yet  be  one  of  the 
best  States  in  the  Union." 

20th.  The  Rev.  Henry  Kearney,  of  Kitternan  Glebe,  Dublin 
(Ireland),  communicates  notices  of  some  of  the  inroads  made  by 
death  on  the  rank  of  our  friends  and  relatives  in  that  land.  ^'  Since 
my  last,  the  valued  friend  of  the  family,  the  Bight  Hon'ble  Wm. 
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Saurin  (late  Attorney-General)  was  removed  from  this  world  of 
changes  to  the  world  of  durable  realities.  He  was  past  eighty. 
The  bishop  (Dromore)  is  still  alive,  not  more  than  a  year  younger 
than  his  brother.  Old  age — found  in  the  ways  of  righteousness — '- 
how  honorable ! 

^'  You  will  have  learned,  from  the  European  newspapers,  the 
agitated  state  of  all  the  countries  from  China  to  Great  Britain. 
Is  the  Lord  about  to  bring  to  pass  the  predicted  days  of  retribu- 
tion on  the  nations  for  abused  responsibility,  and  the  restoration 
of  the  ancient  nation  of  Israel,  to  be,  once  more,  the  depository* 
of  his  judgment  and  truth  for  the  recovery  of  all  nations  to  the 
great  principles  of  government  and  religion  taught  us  in  His 
holy  word?** 

Nov,  IsL  Having  concluded  the  Indian  business  in  the  Upper 
Lakes  for  the  season,  I  returned  with  my  family  to  Detroit,  and 
employed  my  leisure  in  literary  investigations. 

Dec.  Zd,  Mr.  Josiah  Snow  apprizes  me  that  he  is  about,  in  a 
few  weeks,  to  issue  the  first  number  of  a  newspaper  devoted  to 
agriculture,  in  which  he  solicits  my  aid. 

15/A.  J.  K.  Tefft,  Esq.,  of  Savannah,  informs  me  of  my  election, 
on  the  9th  Sept.  last,  as  an  honorary  member  of  the  Georgia  His- 
torical Society. 

19^.  I  wrote  the  following  lines  in  memory  of  my  father : — 

The  drum  no  more  shall  rouse  his  heart  to  beat  with  patriot  fires, 
Nor  to  his  kindling  eye  impart  the  flash  of  martial  ires : 
Montgomery's  fall,  Burgoyne's  advance,  awake  no  transient  fear ; 
E'en  joy  be  dumb  that  noble  France  grasped  in  our  cause  the  spear. 

The  cloud  that,  lowering  northward  spread,  presaging  woe  and  blight. 
In  that  wild  host  St.  Loger  led,  no  longer  arm  for  fight ; 
The  bomb,  the  shell,  the  flash,  the  shot,  the  sortie,  and  the  roar, 
No  longer  nerve  for  battle  hot — the  soldier  is  no  more. 

But  long  shall  memory  speak  his  praise,  and  mark  the  grave  that  blest. 
When  eighty  years  had  crowned  his  days,  he  laid  him  down  to  rest ; 
The  stone  that  marks  the  sylvan  spot,  the  line  that  tells  his  name, 
The  stream,  the  shore,  be  ne'er  forgot,  and  freedom's  be  his  fame. 

'Twas  liberty  that  fired  him  first,  when  kings  and  tyrants  plan'd, 
And  proud  oppression's  car  accurst,  drove  madly  o'er  the  land ; 
And  long  he  lived  when  that  red  car — the  driver  and  the  foe 
Unhorsed  in  fight,  o'ermatched  in  war— laid  impotent  and  low. 

44 
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He  told  his  children  oft  the  tale — ^how  tyrants  would  have  bound, 

And  murderous  yells  filled  all  the  vale,  and  blood  begrimed  the  ground. 

They  loved  the  story  of  the  harms  that  patriot  hands  repelled, 

And  glowed  with  ire  of  wars  and  arms,  and  fast  the  words  they  held. 

The  right,  the  power,  the  wealth,  the  fame,  for  which  the  valiant  fought. 
Have  long  been  ours  in  deed  and  name — life,  liberty,  and  thought ; 
And  while  we  hold  these  blessings,  bought  with  valor,  blood,  and  thrall, 
Embalmed  in  thought  be  those  who  fought  and  freely  periled  all. 

2Sd.  The  Detroit  Branch  of  the  University  of  Michigan  organ- 
ized, and  the  Principal  sends  me  a  programme  of  its  stndies.  Mr. 
Williams  also  sends  me  the  programme  of  the  Pontiac  Branch. 

31$t.  "  We  were  in  hopes,"  says  James  L.  Schoolcraft,  in  a  letter 
from  Mackinack,  f'  of  seeing  a  steamboat  up  during  the  fine  wea- 
ther in  the  latter  part  of  November.  It  is  now,  however,  since 
14th  inst.,  cold.  Theodoric  has  undertaken  to  conduct  a  weekly 
paper,  the  Pic  JVu?,  which,  thus  far,  goes  oflF  well!  Lieut.  Pem- 
berton,  in  the  fort,  is  engaged  in  getting-  up  a  private  theatre. 
Thus,  you  see,  we  endeavor  to  ward  off  winter  and  solitude  in 
various  ways.  The  rats  are  playing  the  devil  with  your  house. 
I  have  removed  all  the  bedding.  They  have  injured  some  of 
your  books." 
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CHAPTER   LXXI. 

Philology  of  the  Indian  tongues — Its  difficulties — Belles  lettres  and  money 
— Michigan  and  Georgia — Number  of  species  in  natural  history — ^Ety- 
mology'— Xebahquam's  dream — Trait  in  Indian  legends — Pictography — 
Numeration  of  the  races  of  Polynesia  and  the  Upper  Lakes — Love  of  t)ne'8 
native  tongue — Death  of  Gen.  Harriflon — Rush  for  office  on  his  inaugura- 
tion— Ornamental  and  shade  trees — Historical  collections — Mission  of  '*  Old 
Wing." 

1841.  Ja7i.  12th.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Ilulbert,  of  Pic,  Lake  Su- 
perior, who  has  studied  the  Chippewa  language,  says :  "  I  fully 
concur  in  your  remarks  on  the  claims  of  philology.  Circum- 
stances may  be  easily  conceived  in  which  the  missionary  could  in 
no  way  serve  the  cause  of  Christianity  so  effectually  as  by  the 
study  of  barbarous  languages.  His  primary  object,  it  is  true,  is 
Christian  instruction ;  but  he  would,  at  the  same  time,  serve  the 
cause  of  science,  by  assisting  in  the  advance  of  comparative  phi- 
lology. In  this  light  I  view  your  Alffic  ItesearcheSy  which  I 
consider  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  missionary,  as  it  introduces 
him  into  the  stronghold  of  Indian  prejudices.  The  introductory 
remarks  I  studied  with  peculiar  interest. 

^^  I  find  the  principal  difiiculty  in  getting  at  the  principles  of 
the  language  to  be  in  the  compounds.  I  have  long  thought  upon 
the  subject,  but  have  as  yet  ascertained  no  rule  to  guide  me. 
However,  I  do  not  despair.  If  it  cannot  be  taken  by  a  '  coup  de 
mainy  patience  and  perseverance  may  in  the  end  prevail.  I  in- 
tend to  bend  my  mind  to  this  subject  for  the  future.  It  will  pro- 
bably require  much  research  to  settle  this  matter.  There  are  some 
compounds  that  I  form  readily,  in  others  I  fail.  I  have  not  ob- 
served anything  in  the  language  like  the  rythmatic  flow  of  Greek 
and  Latin  poetry ;  there  is  no  alternation  of  long  and  short  syl- 
lables ;  some  words  are  composed  entirely  of  long  syllables,  others 
of  short  ones,  but  generally  there  is  at  least  one  of  each  in  a  word. 
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'*  I  hpjfi  nothing  in  the  slu^  of  Indiui  poetry  o^  hiero|^jphia^^ 
neither  have*  I  Been  the  rocloi  70a  mention  Bouth-eaet  of  this  place  -^ 
but  I  haye  heard  of  them*    AH,  ihw  traditions,  or  comic  an£=i 

tritgic  lore,  should  be  collected,  ihongh  it  oonld  not  all  be  pnb 

lished'in  consequence  of  its.  obscenity.    Ah&ost'all  the  jlA-to-soo— 
kaum  I  have  heard,, has  had  more  or  less  of  this  ingredient.*' 

Those  who  contend  for  a  Welsh  element.in  the  lapguagee  of  th^p' 
An^erican  stocks,  find  little  or  no  support  in  modern  vookbnlaries^ 


ElTGLnH. 

GiUAir. 

Wilih;  • 

Aimirairair. 

Fire, 

Feoer. 

Tan. 

ScHiQda. 

Water. 

.  -Wttsier. 

J)ttel.      ^, 

Na^bi. 

Ssrth, 

fSrta.  I 
,    IWelt.  J 

Daal. 

Aki. 

•             ■ 

Wind. 

wiad. ; 

Gwint. 

Noden. 

Sky,  ^ 

Tolka. 

Avers. 

Oesshikad. 

Sea,     W- 

Meer. 

More. 

OitchigoiiiL 

ThP% 

Bad^ 

Lljfcr/ 

Mnaenjegon. 

This  topic  requhreSy  howererj^  to  be  iijiyestigated  on  a  broad 
scal^.  It  is  merely  adrerted  to  here.  It  is  among  the  western 
nations  that  inquiiiea  should  be  eztehded. 

Feb.  4ATi.  I  receited  a  diploma  of  membership  from  the  Oeorgia 
Historical  Society,  forwarded  in  accordance  with  a  previous  no- 
tice ;  and  a  feiit  days  aflter,  through  the  medium  of  the  Hon.  A. 
S.  Porter,  the  first  Tolume  of  their  trai^ctions.  Southern  seal 
quite  outdoes  us,  in  our  literary  efforts  here  of  late.  The  truth 
is,  men  have  speculated  so  wildly,  they  have  no  money  to  devote  to 
historical  or  literary  plans.  A  correspondent .  writes  me  (Feb. 
12th)  on  these  visionary  plans  of  investment.  ' 

^^  H.  wants  me  to  go  farther  in  the  Cass  Front ;  but  I  am  de- 
termined to  fall  in  the.  rear,  as  I  have  written  to  him.  For  the 
last  three  years  I  have  been  going  on  the  Dutch  plan,  which,  had 
I  always  pursued,  I  should  now  have  had  $10,000  in  gold  in  my 
trunk,  instead  of  having  ten  thousand  trunks  full  of  ground.'* 

*fih.  Dick  says  that  there  are  about  60,000  species  in  the  ani- 
mal kingdom.  Of  these,  600  species  are  mammalia,  or  sucklings, 
mostly  four-footed ;  4,000  birds,  3,000  fish,  700  reptiles,  44,000 
insects,  about  3,000  shell  fish,  and  80  to  100,000  animidcula^  in- 
visible to  the  naked  eye.  Perhaps  these  species  may  reach  to 
300,000  altogether.    Yet  here  are  no  estimates  for  pliurts,  ferns, 
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mosses,  madrepores,  extinct  fossil  species,  minerals  aj|^d  rocks. 
What  a  field  for  the  naturalist !     Yet  Pope  could  exclaim — 

''  8a J  what  the  Use,  were  finer  optics  given, 
T'  inspect  a  mite — not  comprehend  the  heaven." 

We  are,  in  fact,  equally  and  as  much  in  want  of  microscopic  and 
telescopic  knowledge. 

20th.  An  Indian,  a  Chippewa,  recently  visited  the  office,  whose 
name  is  Nageezhik.  This  is  one  of  the  simplest  compounds.  I 
spent  some  time,  however,  with  the  man  and  his  companions  to 
get  its  exact  etymology.  Geezhik  is  the  sky,  or  visible  firmament, 
seen  through  the  clouds.  The  word  denotes  two  phenomena:  first, 
something  visible  to  the  eye  that  is  fixed  and  does  not  move,  which 
is  implied  by  the  root  geezhy  and  the  inflection  iky  which  seems 
applicable  to  all  inanimate  substances,  to  denote  the  fact  of  their 
substantivity.  The  sky  is  thus  described  apparently  as  a  created, 
or  made  thing.  Na  (the  aa  in  Aaron)  is  a  qualifying  particle  of 
very  general  use.  It  appears  to  place  substances  to  which  it  is 
affixed  in  a  superlative  sense,  and  always  as  exalting  the  object. 
Thus  its  meaning  may  be  fair,  admirable,  or  excellent.  Applied 
to  geezhik,  it  implies  an  excellent  quality  in  only  one  sense,  that  is 
excellent  or  fair,  for  a  spot  on  the  blue  profound,  of  which  geezhik 
is  the  description.  For  fairness  or  excellence  cannot  exist,  or  be 
described  in  their  language,  unless  seen  pli^nly  by  the  eye.  It  is 
the  spot  made  by  a  small  cloud  that  makes  it  excellent  or  fair.  The 
meaning  is  the  fair  or  excellent  (spot)  on  the  sky. 

March  1st.  Madwaybuggashe,  a  Chippewa  Indian,  of  Grand 
Traverse  Bay,  Lake  Michigan,  related  the  following  dream  of  Ne- 
bahquam,  an  Indian  who  recently  died  at  that  place : — 

Nebahquam  dreamed  that  he  saw  a  white  man  coming  to  weirds 
him,  who  said.  You  are  called.  He  replied.  Where  am  I  called? 
The  white  man  pointed  to  a  straight  path,  leading  south-east.  Fol- 
low that.  Nebahquam  obeyed  and  followed  it,  till  he  came  to  a 
thick  wooded  country  through  which  the  path  led.  Ue  soon  came  to 
stumps  of  trees  newly  cut  down,  and  afterwards  heard  a  cock  crow- 
ing. He  next  passed  through  a  new  town,  where  he  was  inclined 
to  stop,  but  was  told  to  go  on.  Again  the  cock  crew.  He  next 
came  to  an  immense  plain,  through  which  his  path  led  straight 
forward  for  some  time,  till  he  came  to  the  foot  of  a  ladder.  *  He 
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was  told  to  ascend  this,  but  it  reached  up  as  he  went,  till,  looking 
back,  hcTiad  a  wide  bird's-eye  view  of  towns,  cities,  and  villages. 
He  continued  to  go  up  until  he  reached  the  skies.  Here  stood 
another  white  man,  who  told  him  to  look  round  a  new  earth.  There 
were  four  splendid  houses.  His  guide  told  him  to  enter  one  of 
these.  As  he  got  near  it,  a  door  opened,  and  he  entered  into  a 
splendid  apartment  where  four  white  men  were  seated.  Two  of 
these  had  heads  white  as  snow.  They  spoke  to  bim  saying,  Here 
is  the  place  to  which  you  are  called.  No  Indian  has  ever  reached 
here  before.  Few  white  men  come  here.  Look  down  and  behold 
the  bones  of  those  who  have  attempted  to  ascend,  bleaching  at  the 
foot  of  the  ladder. 

The  two  venerable  men  then  gave  him  a  bright-red  deer's  tail, 
and  an  eagle's  feather,  which  he  was  directed  to  wear  on  his  head; 
they  were  talismans  that  would  protect  him  from  peril  and  danger, 
and  insure  him  the  favor  of  the  Master  of  Life.  Both  white  and 
red  men  could  have  reached  the  place,  they  continued,  but  for  refus- 
ing to  receive  Him  who  was  sent  to  save  them,  and  for  reviling  and 
killing  him.  Look  around  again,  they  continued  to  say,  and  ho 
saw  animals  and  birds  of  every  kind  in  abundance.  These  are  for 
the  red  men,  and  Ure  placed  here  to  show  the  peculiar  care  of  the 
Great  Spirit  for  them. 

Nebahquam  was  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  died  in  that  faith.  But 
he  said  that  he  had  heard  the  dream  in  his  youth,  and  he  regarded 
it  as  sacred.  Such  are  the  blcndings  of  superstition  and  religion 
in  the  Indian  mind. 

3rf.  Some  of  the  incidents  of  the  fictitious  legends  of  the  Indians 
teach  lessons  which  would  scarcely  be  expected.  Mauibozho, 
when  he  had  killed  a  moose,  was  greatly  troubled  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  he  should  eat  the  animal.  ^^If  I  begin  at  the  head," 
said  he,  *'they  will  say  I  eat  him  head  first.  If  I  begin  at  the 
side,  they  will  say  I  eat  him  sideways.  If  I  begin  at  the  tail, 
they  will  say  I  eat  him  tail  first." 

While  he  deliberated,  the  wind  caused  two  limbs  of  a  tree 
that  touched  to  make  a  harsh  creaking  noise.  ^^  I  cannot  eat  with 
this  noise,"  said  he,  and  immediately  climbed  the  tree  to  prevent 
it,  where  he  was  caught  by  the  arm  and  held  fast  between  the  two 
trees.  Whilst  thus  held,  a  pack  of  hungry  wolves  came  that  way 
and  devoured  the  carcass  of  the  moose  before  his  eyes. 
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The  listener  to  the  story  is  plainly  taught  to  draw  this  conclu- 
sion :  If  thou  hast  meat  in  thy  wanderings,  trouble  not  thyself  as 
to  little  things,  nor  let  trifles  disturb  thy  temper,  lest  in  trying  to 
rectify  small  things  thou  lose  greater  ones. 

13^A.  Some  years  ago,  a  Chippewa  hunter  of  Grand  Traverse 
Bay,  Lake  Michigan,  found  that  an  Indian  of  a  separate  band 
had  been  found  trespassing  on  his  hunting  grounds  by  trapping 
furred  animals.  He  determined  to  visit  him,  but  found  on  reach- 
ing his  lodge  the  family  absent,  and  the  lodge  door  carefully  closed 
and  tied.  In  one  comer  of  the  lodge  he  found  two  small  packs  of 
furs.  These  he  seized.  He  then  took  his  hatchet  and  blazed  a 
large  tree.  With  a  pencil  made  of  a  burned  end  of  a  stick,  he  then 
drew  on  this  surface  the  figure  of  a  man  holding  a  gun,  pointing  at 
another  man  having  traps  in  his  hands.  The  two  packs  of  furs  were 
placed  between  them.  By  these  figures  he  told  the  tale  of  the 
trespass,  the  seizure  of  the  furs,  and  the  threat  of  shooting  him 
if  he  persevered  in  his  trespass.  This  system  of  figurative  sym- 
bols I  am  inclined  to  call  pictography,  as  it  appears  to  me  to  be 
a  peculiar  and  characteristic  mode  of  picture-writing. 

22d.  Mr.  Ellis,  in  his  Polynesian  Researches,  represents  the 
Pacific  Islands  as  being  inhabited  by  two  distinct  races  of  men, 
each  of  whom  appears  to  preserve  the  separate  essential  marks  of 
a  physical  and  mental  tjrpe.  The  first,  which  is  thought  the  most 
ancient,  consists  of  the  Oceanic  negroes,  who  are  distinguished  by 
dark  skins,  small  stature,  and  woolly  or  crisped  hair.  They  are 
clearly  Hametic.  They  occupy  Australia,  and  are  found  to  be 
aborigines  in  Tasmania,  New  Guinea,  New  Britain,  New  Caledonia 
and  New  Hebrides.  The  other  race  has  many  of  the  features  of 
the  Malays  and  South  Americans,  yet  differs  materially  from  either. 

Yet  what  is  most  remarkable,  the  latter  have  an  ingenious  sys- 
tem of  numeration,  by  which  they  can  compute  very  high  numbers. 
They  proceed  by  decimals,  precisely  like  the  Algonquin  tribes,  but 
while  the  arithmetical  theory  is  precisely  the  same,  a  comparison 
shows  that  the  names  of  the  numerals  have  not  the  slightest  resem- 
blance. 


Polynesian. 

Algonquin. 

One, 

Atabi, 

Pazhik. 

Two, 

Arua, 

Neezh. 

Three, 

Atora, 

^18W1. 

Four, 

Amaba, 

Newin. 
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Aloonquix. 

Five, 

Arima, 

Nanun. 

Six, 

Aono, 

Ningodwaswa 

Seven, 

Ahitn, 

..  Nizhwaswa. 

Eight, 

Avaru, 

Schwaswa. 

Nine, 

Aiva, 

Shonguswa. 

Ten, 

Ahum, 

Metonna. 

The  Polynesians,  like  the  Algonquins,  then  say,  ten  and  one  for 
eleven,  &c.,  till  twenty,  which  is  erua  ahuruy  this  is  two  tens; 
twenty-one  consists  of  the  terms  for  two  tens  and  one.  In  this 
manner  they  count  to  ten  tens,  which  is  rati.  Ten  raus  is  one 
majiOj  or  thousand ;  ten  manos  one  million,  and  so  on.  How 
exactly  the  Algonquin  method,  but  not  a  speck  of  analogy  in  words. 

27f  A.  One  of  the  emigrant  Germans  who  swarm  about  the  city, 
a  poor  ill-dressed  wood-sawyer,  met  me,  on  coming  out  of  my 
office  door,  and,  mistaking  me  for  the  owner  of  a  visible  pUe  of 
wood,  addressed  me  in  one  of  the  Bhine  dialects,  inquiring  the 
owner.  I  replied :  Ich  wies  necht — es  is  necht  mein.  He  looked 
with  delighted  astonishment  at  an  American  speaking  his  language 
— "  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land"— and  was  ready  to  profier  any 
services  in  his  power. 

April  ith.  A  friend  from  Lancaster,  in  Pennsylvania,  writes : 
"'  It  was  my  luck  to  be  called  to  Washington  the  latter  part  of 
February,  and  to  be  detained  until  the  11th  ultimo,  and  in  that 
great  city  business  occupied  my  attention  all  the  time.  The  congre- 
gation of  strangers  from  all  parts  of  the  Union  was  immense;  the 
number  estimated  at  fifty  thousand.  Thirty  thousand  of  them,  at 
least,  expectants,  or  thinking  themselves  worthy  of  office.  Bjit, 
alas !  for  the  ingratitude  of  pian,  they  were,  almost  to  a  man,  sent 
home  without  getting  their  share  of  the  pottage.  *  *  There 
has  yet  been  no  change  in  the  head  of  the  Indian  Bureau,  although 
there  are  three  candidates  in  the  field. 

^'  I  have  just  heard  the  rumor  of  the  death  of  Gen.  Harrison 
(the  newly-elected  President  of  U.  S.),  and,  upon  inquiry,  find 
that  it  is  well  founded.  It  is  said  that  he  died  last  night  at  twelve 
o'clock.  He  has  been  suffering  for  a  week  past  with  a  severe 
attack  of  pneumonia,  or  bilious  pleurisy.  Should  this  be  so,*  it 
will  make  a  great  change  in  the  political  destiny  of  the  country 

*  It  was. 
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for  four  years  to  come.  Mr.  Tyler  is  a  southern  man  with  south- 
ern principles,  rather  a  conservative,  opposed  to  a  heavy  tariff^  if 
in  favor  of  any.  There  will  be  a  diflFerent  policy  pursued,  and  you 
will  find  great  disappointment  and  confusion.  He  is  not  a  man 
who  will  pursue  a  proscriptive  course  in  turning  out  and  putting 
into  oflSco,  but  who  will  go  upon  the  great  principle  of  the  Vir- 
ginia school  in  regard  to  office-holders.  '  Is  he  honest  ?  Is  he 
capable  V  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  chartering  of  a  national 
bank  will  not  meet  his  approval.  But  there  is  no  telling. 
Politicians,  in  these  days  of  humbug,  make  so  many  turnabouts 
that  it  is  impossible  to  scan  their  future  conduct  by  their  past 
deeds.'* 

1th.  Wrote  a  communication  for  the  Michigan  Fatjnery  on  the 
important  subject,  as  a  matter  of  taste,  of  ^'  ornamental  and  shade 
trees.**  New  settlers  are  bent  on  denuding  their  lands  of  every 
tree,  and  a  newly  opened  farm  looks  as  if  a  tornado  had  passed 
over  it. 

&th.  Messrs.  Dawson  and  Bates  submit  estimates  for  the  con- 
templated historical  volume,  for  which  I  am  taking  every  means 
of  preparing  the  materials.  I  am  satisfied  that  without  publication 
the  Hist.  Society  cannot  acquire  a  basis  with  the  literary  world  to 
stand  upon.  My  own  collections  respecting  the  language  and 
history  of  the  Indian  tribes  are  alone  adequate  to  the  publication 
of  several  volumes,  and  I  have  long  sought,  without  being  able  to 
find,  a  proper  medium  of  bringing  these  materials  forward.  My 
local  position  is  unfavorable  to  sending  them  to  the  American 
Philosophical  Society,  or  to  any  of  the  cities  on  the  seaboard, 
where  they  would,  however,  be  mangled,  as  I  told  Mr.  Duponceau, 
for  want  of  proof-reading ;  and  here,  alas !  it  is  a  question  of 
dollars, 

Ibth.  Rev.  Geo.  N.  Smith  reports  the  state  of  the  new  mission 
at  "  Old  Wing,**  on  Little  Traverse  Bay,  Lake  Michigan,  as  en- 
couraging. The  American  Board  (who  gave  up  this  general  field 
just  at  a  time  when,  some  thought,  it  was  ready  to  bear  fruits)  trans- 
ferred the  treaty  fund  under  which  this  mission  was  undertaken. 

"  We  chopped  in  all,*'  writes  Mr.  S.  "  about  forty-five  acres, 
but  a  team  is  necessary  to  clear  oflF  the  timber,  so  that  the  land 
can  be  cleared  and  prepared  for  a  crop  this  season.  During  the 
winter  we  had  a  school,  which  produced  very  encouraging  results* 
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I  taught  it  in  mj  own  house.  The  scholars  applied  themselves 
closely  to  their  studies  and  made  great  progress  in  learning,  so 
that,  if  we  had  funds  to  go  forward  without  embarrassment,  oar 
progress  of  ameliorating  the  condition  of  this  band  would  be  very 
flattering, 

'^  The  Indians  say  they  are  going  to  remain  here  this  summer, 
and  improve  their  lands,  and  that,  if  they  can  get  their  oxen, 
wagons,  tools,  &c.,  this  spring,  those  who  have  never  been  here 
since  they  purchased  (these  purchases  were  in  the  U.  S.  Land 
Office),  will  come  immediately  and  settle.  And,  I  think,  if  their 
expectations  in  this  respect  could  be  realized,  they  would  go  for- 
ward with  renewed  encouragement,  and  with  a  success  which  would 
well  compare  with  our  best  expectations.  Also  if  their  annuities 
could  be  paid  somewhere  in  this  vicinity,  it  would  be  of  great  ad- 
vantage to  them,  as  it  would  save  much  time  which  might  be  very 
profitably  spent  at  home.*' 
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CHAPTER    LXXII. 

Popular  common  school  education — Iroquois  name  for  Mockinack — Its  scenio 
beauties  poetically  considered — Phenomenon  of  two  currents  of  adverse 
wind  meeting — Audubon's  proposed  work  on  American  quadrupeds — 
Adario — Geographical  rangeof  the  mocking-bird — Remoral  from  the  West 
to  the  city  of  -New  York — An  era  accomplished — Visit  to  Europe. 

1841.  3Iay  3d.  F.  Sawyer,  Jr.,  Esq.,  a  gentleman  recently  ap- 
pointed  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  from  Ann  Arbor, 
writes :  "  Yours  of  the  19th  April  came  during  my  absence  at  Mar- 
shall, and  I  take  the  first  opportunity  to  reply,  thanking  you  for  the 
suggestions  made.  It  is  my  intention  to  attempt  the  publication  of  a 
monthly,  something  after  the  manner  of  the  JBosUn  Common  School 
Journal,  one  of  the  best  things  of  the  kind,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
to  be  found  in  the  Union.  As  the  legislative  resolution  author- 
izing a  subscription  for  such  a  publication  is  repealed,  a  journal, 
if  started,  will  depend  upon  the  disposition  of  the  people  to  sua" 
tain  it. 

"  My  intention  is  to  address  a  circular  to  the  different  Boards  of 
School  Inspectors  throughout  Michigan,  urging  upon  them  the 
necessity  of  doing  something  for  the  cause,  and  invoking  their  effi- 
ciency in  the  matter.  If  they  will  take  hold  and  raise  a  certain 
amount  in  their  district,  and  pledge  their  constant  exertions  to  ex- 
cite and  keep  alive  public  interest  on  the  subject  of  common  schools, 
much  will  have  been  effected. 

"  To  succeed,  the  journal  must  treat  of  subjects  in  the  most 
popular  manner,  avoiding,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  dignity 
of  the  object  in  view,  very  elaborate  and  prosy  disquisitions.  I 
shall  endeavor  to  get  a  circular  out  next  week.  Meantime  accept 
my  thanks  for  the  interest  you  take  in  the  subject,  and  be  assured 
that  if  I  succeed  in  starting  the  journal,  I  shall,  at  all  times,  be 
grateful  for  contributions  from  you.'* 

22d.  Landed  at  Mackinack  after  having  passed  the  winter  at 
Detroit.    It  appears  from  Golden  that  the  Iroquois  called  this  island 
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Teiodondoraghio.  What  an  amoant  of  word-craft  is  here — ^what 
a  poetic  description  thrown  into  the  form  of  a  compound  phrase ! 
The  local  term  ia  doraghie  is  apparently  the  same  heard  in  Ticon- 
deroga — the  imprecision  of  writing  Indian  making  the  difference. 
Ti  is  the  Iroquois  particle  for  water,  as  in  Tioga^  &c.  On  is,  in 
like  manner,  the  clipped  or  coalescent  particle  for  hill  or  mountain, 
as  hoard  in  Onondaga.  The  vowels  i,  o,  carry  the  same  meaning, 
evidently,  that  they  do  in  Ontario  and  Ohio,  where  they  are  an 
exclamatory  description  for  beautiful  scenery.  What  a  philosophy 
of  language  is  here  ! 

June  Ibth.  The  balmy,  soft  influence  of  a  June  atmosphere, 
resting  upon  this  lovely  scene  of  water,  woods,  and  rocks— a  per- 
fect gem  in  creation,  deeply  impressed  me.  Under  a  strong  sense 
of  its  geological  frame-work  of  cliffs  and  winding  paths,  it  ap- 
peared that  it  only  required  a  poetic  drapery  to  be  thrown  over  it 
and  its  historical  associations,  to  render  it  a  pleasing  theme  of 
description.  So  unlike  English  scenery,  and  yet  so  characteristic 
— so  very  American. 

2\Bt,  While  standing  on  the  piazza  in  front  of  the  agency  house 
at  Mackinack,  about  five  o'clock  P.  M.,  my  attention  was  directed 
to  the  strong  current  which  set  through  the  strait,  west,  under  the 
influence  of  a  strong  easterly  wind.  The  waves  were  worked  up 
into  a  perfect  series  of  foam  wreaths,  succeeding  each  other  for 
miles.  While  admiring  this  phenomenon,  a  cloud  gathered  sud- 
denly in  the  west,  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  poured  forth  a  gust  of 
wind  towards  the  east,  attended  with  heavy  rain.  So  suddenly 
was  this  jet  of  wind  propagated  towards  the  east,  that  the  foam  of 
waves  running  west  was  driven  back  eastwardly,  before  the  waves 
had  time  4o  reverse  their  motion,  which  created  the  unusual  spec- 
tacle of  two  opposing  currents  of  wind  and  waves,  in  the  most 
active  and  striking  manner.  The  wave  current  still  running  west, 
while  the  wind  current  seized  its  foam  and  carried  it  in  a  long  line 
towards  the  east.  The  new  current  soon  prevailed.  At  half-past 
six  o'clock  the  storm  had  quite  abated,  and  the  wind  settled  lightly 
from  the  south-west. 

26th.  Mr.  John  J.  Audubon  announces  his  intention  to  prepare 
a  complete  work  on  American  quadrupeds,  correspondent,  in  the 
style  of  execution,  to  his  great  work  on  ornithology.  "  As  I  do 
not  know,"  he  modestly  says,  "whether  you  are  aware  of  my  hav- 
ing published  a  work  on  the  birds  of  America,  I  take  this  oppor- 


4!^ 

PERSONAL  MEM0IB8.  701 

tunity  to  assure  you  that  I  have,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  apprise 
you  of  my  having  undertaken,  and  in  fact,  began  another  on  the 
viviparous  quadrupeds  of  our  country,  which  it  is  also  my  intention 
to  publish  as  soon  as  I  can. 

^'In  all  such  undertakings,  the  simple  though  unintermitted 
labors  of  an  individual  are  not  sufficient,  and  assistance  frSm 
others  is  not  only  agreeable,  but  is,  in  my  opinion,  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  render  them  as  complete  as  possible. 

"  Having  not  only  heard,  but  also  read,  of  your  having  rendered 
essential  services  to  Charles  Bonaparte,  Mr.  Cooper  of  this  city, 
and  other  eminent  naturalists,  I  think  that  perhaps  you  would  not 
look  upon  my  endeavors  to  advance  science  as  not  unworthy  of  the 
same  species  of  assistance  at  your  hands,  and  I  will  therefore  say, 
at  once,  what  my  desires  are,  and  wish  of  you  to  have  the  goodness 
to  let  me  know,  whether  it  is  agreeable  or  convenient  for  you  to 
asstst  me. 

"My  wishes  are  to  procure  of  quadrupeds,  of  moderate  and 
small  sizes,  preserved  entire  in  the  flesh,  and  in  strong  common 
rum  (no  other  spiritous  liquor  will  preserve  them  equally  well), 
and  the  heads  and  feet  of  the  larger  species,  likewise  in  rum. 
The  large  animals  in  the  skins,  after  having  taken  accurate  notes 
of  measurements,  the  color  of  the  eyes,  date  of  capture,  locality, 
and  also,  whatever  may  relate  to  their  habits  and  habitats !  By 
the  first  of  which,  I  more  particularly  mean,  their  usual  and  un- 
usual postures,  gaits,  &c.,  and  whether  they  climb  trees,  or  are 
altogether  terrestrial.  My  desire  to  have  the  animals  in  the  flesh, 
is  in  connection  with  my  wish  to  give  their  anatomy,  or  as  much 
of  it  as  may  be  thought  useful  or  necessary  to  the  student  of 
nature,  and  by  which  the  species  may  bo  better  hereafter  known 
than  heretofore.** 

28^A.  Maj.  Delafield  writes  respecting  the  contemplated  work  of 
Audubon:  "  If  in  your  power  to  aid  him  as  proposed,  you  will  con- 
tribute to  another  magnificent  American  work  on  natural  science, 
intended  to  be  on  the  same  grand  scale  with  his  ornithology.** 

July  7th.  Among  the  most  noted  aboriginal  characters  who 
have,  in  bygone  times,  lived  here,  was  Adario,  a  Wyandot,  who 
flourished  while  that  tribe  were  in  exile  on  this  island.  He  appears 
to  me,  from  the  descriptions  given  of  him,  to  have  had  larger  in- 
ductive powers  than  the  Indians  generally,  though  they  were  only 
employed  on  stratagems  and  in  negotiations,  in  which,  corioiisly 
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enough,  he  succeeded  in  making  the  Iroquois  vengeance  fall  on  the 
Frendu.his  allies.  To  be  wise  with  him  was  more  than  to  be  jnst. 
Look  at  Colden.  The  philosophy  put  into  his  mouth  by  La  Plon- 
tan,  probably  has  some  basis,  in  actual  talk,  with  the  gay  baron. 

The  following  appear  to  be  turning  points  in  Iroquois  history: — 
Father  de  Moyu  discovers  the  Onondaga  country  -         1653 

Erie  war  closes 1055 

New  Amsterdam  surrenders  to  the  Duke  of  York  -         1664 

First  treaty  of  the  Iroquois  with  the  French  .  -  .  -  1G67 
La  Salle  builds  the  first  vessel  on  the  lakes  -        -         1G79 

La  Salle  lays  the  foundatioa  of  Fort  Niagara  -  -  .  1 079 
English  revolution  bringing  in  a  new  dynasty  in  William  1088 
Capture  and  burning  of  Schenectady  .        -         .         1690 

27th.  I  received  notice  of  my  election  as  an  honorary  member 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society. 

Aug,  l8t.  During  the  number  of  years  I  have  passed  in  *the 
country  of  the  upper  lakes,  I  have  noticed  the  mocking  bird,  T. 
pobf glottic,  but  once  or  twice  as  far  north  as  the  Island^ of  Michi- 
limackinack.  I  have  listened  to  its  varied  notes,  during  the  spring 
season,  with  delight.  It  is  not  an  ordinary  inhabitant,  nor  have 
I  ever  noticed  it  on  the  St.  Mary's  Straits,  or  on  the  shores  of 
Lake  Uuron  north  of  this  island.  This  island  may,  I  think,  be 
referred  to  as  its  extreme  northern  and  occasional  limit. 

10th.  I  determined  to  remove  from  Michilimackinack  to  the 
city  of  New  York.  More  than  thirty  years  of  my  life  have  been 
spent  in  Western  scenes,  in  various  situations,  in  Western  New 
York,  the  Mississippi  Valley,  and  the  basins  of  the  Great  Lakes. 
The  position  is  one  which,  however  suitable  it  is  for  observation 
on  several  topics,  is  by  no  means  favorable  to  the  publication  of 
them,  while  the  seaboard  cities  possess  numerous  advantages  of 
residence,  particularly  for  the  education  of  the  young.  So  much 
of  my  time  had  been  given  to  certain  topics  of  natural  history, 
and  to  the  languages  and  history,  antiquities,  manners,  and  cus- 
toms of  the  Indian  tribes,  that  I  .felt  a  desire  to  preserve  the 
record  of  it,  and,  in  fact,  to  study  my  own  materials  in  a  position 
more  favorable  to  the  object  than  the  shores,  however  pleasing,  of 
these  vast  inland  seas.  The  health  of  Mrs.  Schoolcraft  having  been 
impaired  for  several  years,  furnished  another  motive  for  a  change 
of  residence.  However  great  was  the  geographical  area  to  be 
traversed,  the  change  could  be  readily  effected,  and  promised  many 
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of  the  highest  concomitants  of  civilization.  Beyond  ally^it  was  a 
return  to  my  native  State  after  long  years  of  travel  and  wandering, 
adventure,  and  residence,  which  would  bear,  I  thought,  to  be  looked 
at  and  reflected  on  through  the  mellowed  medium  of  reminiscence 
and  study. 

The  journey  was  easily  performed  by  steamers  and  railroaM, 
which  occupy  every  foot  of  the  way,  and  it  was  accomplishe(f 
without  any  but  agreeable  incidents.  I  left  the  island,  which  is 
the  object  of  so  many  pleasant  recollections,  about  the  middle  of 
August,  and  reached  the  city  of  New  York  during  that  month,  in 
season,  after  some  weeks  agreeably  passed  at  a  hotel,  to  take 
a  private  dwelling-house  in  the  upper  part  of  it  (Chelsea,  19th 
street)  early  in  September.  I  now  cast  myself  about  to  pub- 
lish the  results  of  my  observation  on  the  red  race,  whom  I  had 
found,  in  many  traits,  a  subject  of  deep  interest ;  in  some  things 
wholly  misunderstood  and  misrepresented;  and  altogether  an 
object  of  the  highest  humanitarian  interest.  But  our  booksellers, 
or  rather  book-publishers,  were  not  yet  prepared  in  their  views 
to  underaKe  anything  corresponding  to  my  ideas.  The  next 
year  I  executed  my  long-deferred  purpose  of  visiting  England  and 
the  Continent  with  this  plan  in  view,  and  was  highly  gratified  with 
the  means  of  comparison  which  these  finished  countries  afforded 
with  the  rough  scenes  of  Western  America.  France,  Belgium, 
Prussia,  Germany  and  Holland  were  embraced  in  this  tour. 

This  visit  was  one  of  high  intellectual  gratification,  and  carried 
me  into  scenes  and  situations  for*^hich  the  reading  of  books  had 
but  poorly  prepared  me.  I  kept  a  journal  to  refresh  my  memory 
of  things  seen  and  heard,  approved  and  disapproved. 

The  "Western  World,  they  tell  me,  turns  too  fast, 
By  European  optics  scanned  and  glassed  ; 
But  when  we  look  at  Europe,  although  fair, 
They  must  have  had  new  Joshaas  working  there  ; 
For,  be  our  eagerness  just  what  it  will, 
She,  spell-bound,  seems  to  stand  profoundly  still. 


THE    END. 
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